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The First Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1At thefirstGodmade theheavenand the earth. 2And the earthwaswaste

and without form; and it was dark on the face of the deep: and the Spirit of
Godwasmoving on the face of thewaters. 3AndGod said, Let there be light:
and there was light. 4 And God, looking on the light, saw that it was good:
and Godmade a division between the light and the dark, 5Naming the light,
Day, and the dark, Night. And therewas evening and therewasmorning, the
first day. 6AndGod said, Let there be a solid arch stretching over thewaters,
parting the waters from the waters. 7And God made the arch for a division
between the waters which were under the arch and those which were over
it: and it was so. 8 And God gave the arch the name of Heaven. And there
was evening and therewasmorning, the second day. 9AndGod said, Let the
waters under the heaven come together in one place, and let the dry land
be seen: and it was so. 10And God gave the dry land the name of Earth; and
thewaters together in their placewere named Seas: andGod saw that it was
good. 11And God said, Let grass come up on the earth, and plants producing
seed, and fruit-trees giving fruit, in which is their seed, after their sort: and
it was so. 12And grass came up on the earth, and every plant producing seed
of its sort, and every tree producing fruit, inwhich is its seed, of its sort: and
God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there wasmorning,
the third day. 14And God said, Let there be lights in the arch of heaven, for
a division between the day and the night, and let them be for signs, and for
marking the changes of the year, and for days and for years: 15And let them
be for lights in the arch of heaven to give light on the earth: and it was so.
16And Godmade the two great lights: the greater light to be the ruler of the
day, and the smaller light to be the ruler of the night: and hemade the stars.
17And God put them in the arch of heaven, to give light on the earth; 18 To
have rule over thedayand thenight, and for adivisionbetween the light and
the dark: and God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there
wasmorning, the fourth day. 20AndGod said, Let thewaters be full of living
things, and let birds be in flight over the earth under the arch of heaven.
21AndGodmade great sea-beasts, and every sort of living andmoving thing
with which the waters were full, and every sort of winged bird: and God
saw that it was good. 22 And God gave them his blessing, saying, Be fertile
and have increase, making all the waters of the seas full, and let the birds
be increased in the earth. 23And therewas evening and therewasmorning,
the fifth day. 24 And God said, Let the earth give birth to all sorts of living
things, cattle andall thingsmoving on the earth, andbeasts of the earth after
their sort: and it was so. 25AndGodmade the beast of the earth after its sort,
and the cattle after their sort, and everythingmoving on the face of the earth
after its sort: andGod saw that itwas good. 26AndGod said, Let usmakeman
in our image, like us: and let him have rule over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every
living thingwhich goes flat on the earth. 27AndGodmademan in his image,
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in the image of God he made him: male and female he made them. 28And
God gave them his blessing and said to them, Be fertile and have increase,
and make the earth full and be masters of it; be rulers over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing moving on the
earth. 29And God said, See, I have given you every plant producing seed, on
the face of all the earth, and every treewhich has fruit producing seed: they
will be for your food: 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of
the air and every living thing moving on the face of the earth I have given
every green plant for food: and it was so. 31And God saw everything which
he had made and it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

2
1And theheavenand theearthandall things in themwerecomplete. 2And

on the seventh day God came to the end of all his work; and on the seventh
day he took his rest from all the work which he had done. 3And God gave
his blessing to the seventh day and made it holy: because on that day he
took his rest from all the work which he had made and done. 4 These are
the generations of the heaven and the earth when they were made. 5 In the
day when the Lord Godmade earth and heaven there were no plants of the
field on the earth, and no grass had come up: for the Lord God had not sent
rain on the earth and there was noman to do work on the land. 6But a mist
went up from the earth, watering all the face of the land. 7 And the Lord
God made man from the dust of the earth, breathing into him the breath of
life: and man became a living soul. 8 And the Lord God made a garden in
the east, in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had made. 9And out
of the earth the Lord made every tree to come, delighting the eye and good
for food; and in the middle of the garden, the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. 10And a river went out of Eden giving water to
the garden; and from there it was parted and became four streams. 11 The
name of the first is Pishon, which goes round about all the land of Havilah
where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium
and the onyx stone. 13And the name of the second river is Gihon: this river
goes round all the land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is Tigris,
which goes to the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. 15And
the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to do work in
it and take care of it. 16And the Lord God gave the man orders, saying, You
may freely take of the fruit of every tree of the garden: 17But of the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you may not take; for on the day
when you take of it, death will certainly come to you. 18And the Lord God
said, It is not good for theman to be by himself: I will make one like himself
as a help to him 19And from the earth the Lord Godmade every beast of the
field and every bird of the air, and took them to the man to see what names
he would give them: and whatever name he gave to any living thing, that
was its name. 20And theman gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the
air and to everybeast of thefield; butAdamhadnoone likehimself as ahelp.
21And the Lord God sent a deep sleep on theman, and took one of the bones
from his side while he was sleeping, joining up the flesh again in its place:
22And the bone which the Lord God had taken from the man he made into
a woman, and took her to the man. 23 And the man said, This is now bone
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of my bone and flesh of my flesh: let her name be Woman because she was
taken out of Man. 24 For this cause will a man go away from his father and
his mother and be joined to his wife; and they will be one flesh. 25And the
man and his wife were without clothing, and they had no sense of shame.

3
1Now the snake was wiser than any beast of the field which the Lord God

had made. And he said to the woman, Has God truly said that you may not
take of the fruit of any tree in the garden? 2And the woman said, We may
take of the fruit of the trees in the garden: 3But of the fruit of the tree in the
middle of the garden, God has said, If you take of it or put your hands on it,
deathwill come to you. 4And the snake said, Deathwill not certainly come to
you: 5For God sees that on the day when you take of its fruit, your eyes will
be open, and you will be as gods, having knowledge of good and evil. 6And
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and a delight to the
eyes, and to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit, and gave it to
her husband. 7And their eyes were open and they were conscious that they
had no clothing and theymade themselves coats of leaves stitched together.
8And there came to them the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden
in the eveningwind: and theman and his wifewent to a secret place among
the trees of the garden, away from the eyes of the Lord God. 9And the voice
of the Lord God came to the man, saying, Where are you? 10 And he said,
Hearing your voice in the garden I was full of fear, because I was without
clothing: and I keptmyself fromyour eyes. 11Andhe said,Who gave you the
knowledge that you were without clothing? Have you taken of the fruit of
the tree which I said youwere not to take? 12And theman said, The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me the fruit of the tree and I took
it. 13 And the Lord God said to the woman, What have you done? And the
woman said, I was tricked by the deceit of the snake and I took it. 14 And
the Lord God said to the snake, Because you have done this you are cursed
more than all cattle and every beast of the field; youwill go flat on the earth,
and dust will be your food all the days of your life: 15And there will be war
between you and the woman and between your seed and her seed: by him
will your head be crushed and by you his foot will be wounded. 16 To the
woman he said, Great will be your pain in childbirth; in sorrow will your
children come to birth; still your desirewill be for your husband, but hewill
be yourmaster. 17And to Adamhe said, Because you gave ear to the voice of
your wife and took of the fruit of the tree which I said you were not to take,
the earth is cursed on your account; in pain you will get your food from it
all your life. 18 Thorns and waste plants will come up, and the plants of the
fieldwill be your food; 19With the hardwork of your hands youwill get your
bread till you go back to the earth fromwhich you were taken: for dust you
are and to the dust you will go back. 20And the man gave his wife the name
of Eve because she was themother of all who have life. 21And the Lord God
made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins for their clothing. 22And the
Lord God said, Now the man has become like one of us, having knowledge
of good and evil; and now if he puts out his hand and takes of the fruit of the
tree of life, hewill go on living for ever. 23So the LordGod sent himout of the
garden of Eden to be a worker on the earth from which he was taken. 24 So
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he sent themanout; andat the east of the gardenof Edenheputwingedones
and a flaming sword turning every way to keep the way to the tree of life.

4
1 And the man had connection with Eve his wife, and she became with

child and gave birth to Cain, and said, I have got aman from the Lord. 2Then
again she became with child and gave birth to Abel, his brother. And Abel
was a keeper of sheep, but Cainwas a farmer. 3And after a time, Cain gave to
the Lord an offering of the fruits of the earth. 4And Abel gave an offering of
the young lambs of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord was pleased with
Abel's offering; 5But in Cain and his offering he had no pleasure. And Cain
was angry andhis face became sad. 6And the Lord said to Cain,Why are you
angry? andwhy is your face sad? 7 If you dowell, will you not have honour?
and if you do wrong, sin is waiting at the door, desiring to have you, but do
not let it be your master. 8 And Cain said to his brother, Let us go into the
field: and when they were in the field, Cain made an attack on his brother
Abel andputhim todeath. 9And theLord said toCain,Where is yourbrother
Abel? And he said, I have no idea: am Imy brother's keeper? 10And he said,
What have you done? the voice of your brother's blood is crying tome from
the earth. 11And now you are cursed from the earth, whose mouth is open
to take your brother's blood from your hand; 12No longerwill the earth give
you her fruit as the reward of your work; you will be a wanderer in flight
over the earth. 13AndCain said,Mypunishment is greater thanmy strength.
14You have sent me out this day from the face of the earth and from before
your face; I will be awanderer in flight over the earth, andwhoever seesme
will putme to death. 15And the Lord said, Truly, if Cain is put to death, seven
lives will be taken for his. And the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one
might put him to death. 16And Cain went away from before the face of the
Lord, andmadehis living-place in the landofNodon the east of Eden. 17And
Cain had connectionwith hiswife and she becamewith child and gave birth
toEnoch: andhemadea town, andgave the townthenameofEnochafterhis
son. 18And Enoch had a son Irad: and Irad became the father of Mehujael:
and Mehujael became the father of Methushael: and Methushael became
the father of Lamech. 19 And Lamech had two wives; the name of the one
was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20And Adah gave birth to Jabal:
he was the father of such as are living in tents and keep cattle. 21 And his
brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all players on instruments
of music. 22And Zillah gave birth to Tubal-cain, who is the father of every
maker of cutting instruments of brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain
was Naamah. 23And Lamech said to his wives, Adah and Zillah, give ear to
my voice; you wives of Lamech, give attention to my words, for I would put
a man to death for a wound, and a young man for a blow; 24 If seven lives
are to be taken as punishment for Cain's death, seventy-seven will be taken
for Lamech's. 25AndAdamhad connectionwith hiswife again, and she gave
birth to a son towhomshe gave the nameof Seth: for she said, Godhas given
me another seed in place of Abel, whomCain put to death. 26And Seth had a
son, and he gave him the name of Enosh: at this time men first made use of
the name of the Lord in worship.
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5
1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God made

man, he made him in the image of God; 2Male and female he made them,
naming themMan, and giving them his blessing on the daywhen theywere
made. 3Adam had been living for a hundred and thirty years when he had
a son like himself, after his image, and gave him the name of Seth: 4 And
after thebirth of Seth, Adamwent on living for eight hundredyears, andhad
sons and daughters: 5 And all the years of Adam's life were nine hundred
and thirty: and he came to his end. 6 And Seth was a hundred and five
years oldwhen he became the father of Enosh: 7And hewent on living after
the birth of Enosh for eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and
daughters: 8And all the years of Seth's life were nine hundred and twelve:
and he came to his end. 9And Enosh was ninety years old when he became
the father of Kenan: 10 And after the birth of Kenan, Enosh went on living
for eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters: 11 And
all the years of Enosh were nine hundred and five: and he came to his end.
12AndKenanwas seventyyearsoldwhenhebecame the fatherofMahalalel:
13And after the birth of Mahalalel, Kenan went on living for eight hundred
and forty years, and had sons and daughters: 14And all the years of Kenan's
life were nine hundred and ten; and he came to his end. 15And Mahalalel
was sixty-five years old when he became the father of Jared: 16 And after
the birth of Jared, Mahalalel went on living for eight hundred and thirty
years, and had sons and daughters: 17 And all the years of Mahalalel's life
were eight hundred and ninety-five: and he came to his end. 18 And Jared
was a hundred and sixty-two years oldwhenhe became the father of Enoch:
19And Jaredwent on living after the birth of Enoch for eight hundred years,
and had sons and daughters: 20 And all the years of Jared's life were nine
hundred and sixty-two: and he came to his end. 21 And Enoch was sixty-
five years old when he became the father of Methuselah: 22 And after the
birth of Methuselah, Enoch went on in God's ways for three hundred years,
and had sons and daughters: 23And all the years of Enoch's life were three
hundred and sixty-five: 24AndEnochwent on inGod'sways: and hewas not
seen again, for God took him. 25AndMethuselahwas a hundred and eighty-
seven years oldwhenhe became the father of Lamech: 26Andafter the birth
of Lamech, Methuselah went on living for seven hundred and eighty-two
years, and had sons and daughters: 27And all the years of Methuselah's life
were nine hundred and sixty-nine: and he came to his end. 28And Lamech
was a hundred and eighty-two years old when he had a son: 29And he gave
him the name of Noah, saying, Truly, he will give us rest from our trouble
and the hard work of our hands, because of the earth which was cursed by
God. 30And after the birth of Noah, Lamechwent on living for five hundred
and ninety-five years, and had sons and daughters: 31 And all the years of
Lamech's life were seven hundred and seventy-seven: and he came to his
end. 32Andwhen Noahwas five hundred years old, he became the father of
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6
1 And after a time, when men were increasing on the earth, and had

daughters, 2 The sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and
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they tookwives for themselves from thosewhowere pleasing to them. 3And
the Lord said, My spirit will not be inman for ever, for he is only flesh; so the
daysofhis lifewill beahundredand twentyyears. 4Thereweremenof great
strength and size on the earth in those days; and after that, when the sons of
God had connection with the daughters of men, they gave birth to children:
these were the greatmen of old days, themen of great name. 5And the Lord
saw that the sin of man was great on the earth, and that all the thoughts of
his heart were evil. 6And the Lord had sorrow because he had made man
on the earth, and grief was in his heart. 7And the Lord said, I will take away
man, whom I have made, from the face of the earth, even man and beast
and that which goes on the earth and every bird of the air; for I have sorrow
for having made them. 8But Noah had grace in the eyes of God. 9These are
the generations of Noah. Noah was an upright man and without sin in his
generation: he went in the ways of God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. 11And the earth was evil in God's eyes and full of violent
ways. 12AndGod, looking on the earth, saw that itwas evil: for theway of all
flesh had become evil on the earth. 13And God said to Noah, The end of all
flesh has come; the earth is full of their violent doings, and now Iwill put an
end to themwith the earth. 14Make for yourself an ark of gopherwoodwith
rooms in it, andmake it safe from thewater inside and out. 15And this is the
wayyouare tomake it: it is to be threehundred cubits long, fifty cubitswide,
and thirty cubits high. 16You are to put awindow in the ark, a cubit from the
roof, and a door in the side of it, and you are to make it with a lower and
second and third floors. 17 For truly, I will send a great flow of waters over
the earth, for the destruction from under the heaven of all flesh in which is
the breath of life; everything on the earth will come to an end. 18 But with
you I will make an agreement; and youwill come into the ark, you and your
sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 19And youwill take with
you into the ark two of every sort of living thing, and keep them safe with
you; theywill bemale and female. 20Two of every sort of bird and cattle and
of every sort of living thing which goes on the earth will you take with you
to keep them from destruction. 21Andmake a store of every sort of food for
yourself and them. 22And all these things Noah did; as God said, so he did.

7
1And the Lord said to Noah, Take all your family and go into the ark, for

you only in this generation have I seen to be upright. 2Of every clean beast
youwill take sevenmales and seven females, andof thebeastswhich arenot
clean, two, themale and his female; 3And of the birds of the air, sevenmales
and seven females, so that their seed may still be living on the face of the
earth. 4 For after seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and
forty nights, for the destruction of every living thing which I have made on
the face of the earth. 5And Noah did everything which the Lord said he was
to do. 6And Noahwas six hundred years old when the waters came flowing
over all the earth. 7AndNoah,with his sons andhiswife andhis sons'wives,
went into the ark because of the flowing of thewaters. 8Of clean beasts, and
of beasts which are not clean, and of birds, and of everything which goes
on the earth, 9 In twos, male and female, they went into the ark with Noah,
as God had said. 10 And after the seven days, the waters came over all the
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earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on
the seventeenth day of the month, all the fountains of the great deep came
bursting through, and the windows of heaven were open; 12And rain came
down on the earth for forty days and forty nights. 13On the same day Noah,
with Shem, Ham, and Japheth, his sons, and his wife and his sons' wives,
went into the ark; 14Andwith them, every sort of beast and cattle, and every
sort of thing which goes on the earth, and every sort of bird. 15 They went
with Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh inwhich is the breath of life.
16Male and female of all fleshwent in, as God had said, and the arkwas shut
by the Lord. 17 And for forty days the waters were over all the earth; and
the waters were increased so that the ark was lifted up high over the earth.
18 And the waters overcame everything and were increased greatly on the
earth, and the ark was resting on the face of the waters. 19And the waters
overcame everything on the earth; and all the mountains under heaven
were covered. 20Thewaterswent fifteen cubits higher, till all themountains
were covered. 21And destruction came on every living thing moving on the
earth, birds and cattle and beasts and everything which went on the earth,
and every man. 22 Everything on the dry land, in which was the breath of
life, came to its end. 23 Every living thing on the face of all the earth, man
and cattle and things moving on the face of the earth, and birds of the air,
came to destruction: only Noah and those who were with him in the ark,
were kept from death. 24And thewaters were over the earth a hundred and
fifty days.

8
1AndGod keptNoah inmind, and all the living things and the cattlewhich

werewithhim in theark: andGod sent awindover the earth, and thewaters
wentdown. 2And the fountains of thedeepand thewindowsofheavenwere
shut, and the rain from heaven was stopped. 3And the waters went slowly
back from the earth, and at the end of a hundred and fifty days the waters
were lower. 4Andon the seventeenthdayof the seventhmonth the ark came
to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And still the waters went on falling,
till on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains were seen.
6 Then, after forty days, through the open window of the ark which he had
made, 7Noah sent out a raven, which went this way and that till the waters
were gone from the earth. 8And he sent out a dove, to see if the waters had
gone from the face of the earth; 9But the dove saw no resting-place for her
foot, andcameback to theark, for thewaterswere still overall theearth; and
he put out his hand, and took her into the ark. 10And after waiting another
sevendays, he sent thedoveout again; 11And thedove camebackat evening,
and in hermouth was an olive-leaf broken off: so Noahwas certain that the
watershadgonedownon theearth. 12Andafter sevendaysmore, he sent the
dove out again, but she did not come back to him. 13And in the six hundred
and first year, on the first day of the first month, the waters were dry on the
earth: and Noah took the cover off the ark and saw that the face of the earth
wasdry. 14Andon the twenty-seventhdayof the secondmonth theearthwas
dry. 15AndGod said toNoah, 16Goout of the ark, you andyourwife and your
sons and your sons' wives. 17 Take out with you every living thing which is
with you, birds and cattle and everything which goes on the earth, so that
theymay have offspring and be fertile and be increased on the earth. 18And
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Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives; 19And every
beast and bird and every living thing of every sort which goes on the earth,
went out of the ark. 20And Noahmade an altar to the Lord, and from every
clean beast and bird hemade burned offerings on the altar. 21Andwhen the
sweet smell came up to the Lord, he said in his heart, I will not again put a
curse on the earth because of man, for the thoughts of man's heart are evil
fromhis earliest days; never againwill I senddestruction on all living things
as I have done. 22While the earth goes on, seed time and the getting in of the
grain, cold and heat, summer andwinter, day and night, will not come to an
end.

9
1And God gave his blessing to Noah and his sons, and said, Be fertile, and

have increase, and make the earth full. 2And the fear of you will be strong
in every beast of the earth and every bird of the air; everything which goes
on the land, and all the fishes of the sea, are given into your hands. 3 Every
living andmoving thing will be food for you; I give them all to you as before
I gave you all green things. 4 But flesh with the life-blood in it you may not
take for food. 5And for your blood, which is your life, will I take payment;
fromeverybeast Iwill take it, and fromeverymanwill I takepayment for the
bloodofhisbrother-man. 6Whoever takesaman's life, bymanwill his lifebe
taken; because God made man in his image. 7And now, be fertile and have
increase; have offspring on the earth and become great in number. 8 And
God said to Noah and to his sons, 9Truly, I willmakemy agreementwith you
and with your seed after you, 10 And with every living thing with you, all
birds and cattle and every beast of the earthwhich comes out of the arkwith
you. 11And I will makemy agreement with you; never againwill all flesh be
cut off by the waters; never again will the waters come over all the earth
for its destruction. 12And God said, This is the sign of the agreement which
I make between me and you and every living thing with you, for all future
generations: 13 I will put my bow in the cloud and it will be for a sign of the
agreement betweenmeand the earth. 14Andwhenever Imakea cloud come
over the earth, the bow will be seen in the cloud, 15And I will keep in mind
the agreement betweenme and you and every living thing; and never again
will there be a great flow of waters causing destruction to all flesh. 16 And
the bowwill be in the cloud, and looking on it, I will keep inmind the eternal
agreement betweenGod and every living thing on the earth. 17AndGod said
to Noah, This is the sign of the agreement which I have made between me
and all flesh on the earth. 18And the sons of Noah who went out of the ark
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and Ham is the father of Canaan. 19 These
three were the sons of Noah and from them all the earth was peopled. 20 In
those days Noah became a farmer, and he made a vine-garden. 21 And he
took of the wine of it and was overcome by drink; and he was uncovered in
his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father unclothed, and
gave news of it to his two brothers outside. 23And Shem and Japheth took
a robe, and putting it on their backs went in with their faces turned away,
and put it over their father so that theymight not see himunclothed. 24And,
awaking from his wine, Noah saw what his youngest son had done to him,
and he said, 25 Cursed be Canaan; let him be a servant of servants to his
brothers. 26 And he said, Praise to the Lord, the God of Shem; let Canaan
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be his servant. 27May Godmake Japheth great, and let his living-place be in
the tents of Shem, and let Canaan be his servant. 28AndNoahwent on living
three hundred and fifty years after the great flow of waters; 29 all the years
of his life were nine hundred and fifty: and he came to his end.

10
1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and

Japheth: these are the sons which they had after the great flow of waters
2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal
and Meshech and Tiras. 3 And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Riphath
and Togarmah. 4 And the sons of Javan: Elishah and Tarshish, the Kittim
and the Dodanim. 5From these came the nations of the sea-lands, with their
different families and languages. 6And the sons of Ham: Cush andMizraim
and Put and Canaan. 7And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and Sabtah
and Raamah and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8And
Cush was the father of Nimrod, who was the first of the great men of the
earth. 9Hewas a very great bowman, so that there is a saying, Like Nimrod,
a very great bowman. 10And at the first, his kingdom was Babel and Erech
and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went out
into Assyria, building Nineveh with its wide streets and Calah, 12And Resen
betweenNinevehandCalah,which is a very great town. 13AndMizraimwas
the father of the Ludim and Anamim and Lehabim and Naphtuhim; 14And
Pathrusim and Casluhim and Caphtorim, from whom came the Philistines.
15 And Canaan was the father of Zidon, who was his oldest son, and Heth,
16 And the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite, 17 And the Hivite
and the Arkite and the Sinite, 18And the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the
Hamathite; after that the families of the Canaanites went far andwide in all
directions; 19 Their country stretching from Zidon to Gaza, in the direction
of Gerar; and to Lasha, in the direction of SodomandGomorrah andAdmah
and Zeboiim. 20All these, with their different families, languages, lands, and
nations, are the offspring ofHam. 21And Shem, the older brother of Japheth,
the father of the children of Eber, had other sons in addition. 22These are the
sons of Shem: Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram. 23And
the sons of Aram: Uz and Hul and Gether and Mash. 24 And Arpachshad
became the father of Shelah; and Shelah became the father of Eber. 25And
Eber had two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, because in his time the
peoples of the earth became separate; and his brother's name was Joktan.
26 And Joktan was the father of Almodad and Sheleph and Hazarmaveth
and Jerah 27 And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 28 And Obal and Abimael
and Sheba 29 And Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of
Joktan. 30 And their country was from Mesha, in the direction of Sephar,
the mountain of the east. 31 These, with their families and their languages
and their lands and their nations, are the offspring of Shem. 32 These are
the families of the sons of Noah, in the order of their generations and their
nations: from these came all the nations of the earth after the great flow of
waters.

11
1And all the earth had one language and one tongue. 2And it came about

that in their wandering from the east, they came to a stretch of flat country
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in the land of Shinar, and there they made their living-place. 3 And they
said one to another, Come, let us make bricks, burning themwell. And they
had bricks for stone, putting them together with sticky earth. 4 And they
said, Come, let us make a town, and a tower whose top will go up as high
as heaven; and let us make a great name for ourselves, so that we may not
bewanderers over the face of the earth. 5And theLord camedown to see the
townand the towerwhich the childrenofmenwerebuilding. 6And theLord
said, See, they are all one people and have all one language; and this is only
the start of what they may do: and now it will not be possible to keep them
fromanypurposeof theirs. 7Come, letusgodownand takeaway the senseof
their language, so that they will not be able tomake themselves clear to one
another. 8 So the Lord God sent them away into every part of the earth: and
they gave up building their town. 9So itwas namedBabel, because there the
Lord took away the sense of all languages and from there the Lord sent them
away over all the face of the earth. 10 These are the generations of Shem.
Shem was a hundred years old when he became the father of Arpachshad,
twoyears after the greatflowofwaters; 11Andafter thebirthofArpachshad,
Shem went on living for five hundred years, and had sons and daughters:
12And Arpachshad was thirty-five years old when he became the father of
Shelah: 13And after the birth of Shelah, Arpachshad went on living for four
hundred and three years, and had sons and daughters: 14 And Shelah was
thirty years old when he became the father of Eber: 15And after the birth of
Eber, Shelah went on living for four hundred and three years, and had sons
and daughters: 16And Eber was thirty-four years old when he became the
father of Peleg: 17And after the birth of Peleg, Eber went on living for four
hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters: 18 And Peleg was
thirty years old when he became the father of Reu: 19And after the birth of
Reu, Pelegwent on living for two hundred and nine years, and had sons and
daughters: 20And Reu was thirty-two years old when he became the father
of Serug: 21And after the birth of Serug, Reuwent on living for two hundred
and seven years, and had sons and daughters: 22And Serugwas thirty years
old when he became the father of Nahor: 23 And after the birth of Nahor,
Serug went on living for two hundred years, and had sons and daughters:
24AndNahorwas twenty-nineyearsoldwhenhebecame the fatherofTerah:
25 And after the birth of Terah, Nahor went on living for a hundred and
nineteenyears, andhad sonsanddaughters: 26AndTerahwas seventy years
oldwhenhebecame the father of Abram,Nahor, andHaran. 27These are the
generations of Terah: Terahwas the father ofAbram,Nahor, andHaran; and
Haran was the father of Lot. 28And death came to Haran when he was with
his father Terah in the land of his birth, Ur of the Chaldees. 29 And Abram
and Nahor took wives for themselves: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai,
and the name of Nahor's wife wasMilcah, the daughter of Haran, the father
ofMilcah and Iscah. 30And Sarai had no child. 31And Terah took Abram, his
son, and Lot, the son of Haran, and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, thewife of his
son Abram and they went out from Ur of the Chaldees, to go to the land of
Canaan; and they came to Haran, and were there for some time. 32And all
the years of Terah's life were two hundred and five: and Terah came to his
end in Haran.
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12
1Now the Lord said to Abram, Go out from your country and from your

family and from your father's house, into the land to which I will be your
guide: 2 And I will make of you a great nation, blessing you and making
your name great; and you will be a blessing: 3To themwho are good to you
will I give blessing, and on him who does you wrong will I put my curse:
and you will become a name of blessing to all the families of the earth. 4 So
Abram went as the Lord had said to him, and Lot went with him: Abram
was seventy-five years old when he went away from Haran. 5 And Abram
took Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his brother's son, and all their goods and the
servants which they had got in Haran, and theywent out to go to the land of
Canaan. 6And Abramwent through the land till he came to Shechem, to the
holy tree of Moreh. At that time, the Canaanites were still living in the land.
7And the Lord came to Abram, and said, I will give all this land to your seed;
then Abrammade an altar there to the Lord who had let himself be seen by
him. 8And moving on from there to the mountain on the east of Beth-el, he
put up his tent, having Beth-el on the west and Ai on the east: and there he
made an altar and gave worship to the name of the Lord. 9And he went on,
journeying still to the South. 10And because there was little food to be had
in that land, he went down into Egypt. 11Nowwhen he came near to Egypt,
he said to Sarai, his wife, Truly, you are a fair woman and beautiful to the
eye; 12And I am certain that when the men of Egypt see you, they will say,
This is hiswife: and theywill putme to death and keep you. 13Say, then, that
you are my sister, and so it will be well with me because of you, and my life
will be kept safe on your account. 14And so it was that when Abram came
into Egypt, the men of Egypt, looking on the woman, saw that she was fair.
15And Pharaoh's great men, having seen her, said words in praise of her to
Pharaoh, and she was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16And because of her, he
was good toAbram, andhehad sheepandoxenandasses, andmen-servants
and women-servants, and camels. 17 And the Lord sent great troubles on
Pharaoh's house because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 Then Pharaoh sent for
Abram, and said, What have you done to me? why did you not say that she
was your wife? 19Why did you say that she was your sister? so that I took
her for my wife: now, take your wife and go on your way. 20 And Pharaoh
gave orders to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his wife and all
he had.

13
1 And Abram went up out of Egypt with his wife and all he had, and Lot

with him, and they came in to the South. 2Now Abram had great wealth of
cattle and silver and gold. 3 And travelling on from the South, he came to
Beth-el, to the place where his tent had been before, between Beth-el and
Ai; 4 To the place where he had made his first altar, and there Abram gave
worship to the name of the Lord. 5And Lot, who went with him, had flocks
and herds and tents; 6 So that the land was not wide enough for the two of
them: their propertywas so great that therewasnot room for them together.
7 And there was an argument between the keepers of Abram's cattle and
the keepers of Lot's cattle: at that time the Canaanites and Perizzites were
still living in the land. 8 Then Abram said to Lot, Let there be no argument
betweenme and you, and betweenmy herdmen and your herdmen, for we
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are brothers. 9 Is not all the land before you? then let us go our separate
ways: if you go to the left, I will go to the right; or if you take the right, I
will go to the left. 10And Lot, lifting up his eyes and looking an the valley of
Jordan, saw that it was well watered everywhere, before the Lord had sent
destruction on SodomandGomorrah; it was like the garden of the Lord, like
the land of Egypt, on the way to Zoar. 11 So Lot took for himself all the valley
of Jordan, and went to the east, and they were parted from one another.
12Abramwent on living in the land of Canaan, and Lot went to the lowland
towns, moving his tent as far as Sodom. 13Now themen of Sodomwere evil,
and great sinners before the Lord. 14And the Lord had said to Abram, after
Lot was parted from him, From this place where you are take a look to the
north and to the south, to the east and to the west: 15 For all the land which
you see I will give to you and to your seed for ever. 16And I will make your
children like the dust of the earth, so that if the dust of the earth may be
numbered, then will your children be numbered. 17 Come, go through all
the land from one end to the other for I will give it to you. 18 And Abram,
moving his tent, came andmade his living-place by the holy tree of Mamre,
which is in Hebron, andmade an altar there to the Lord.

14
1 Now in the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar, Arioch, king of Ellasar,

Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, 2Theymadewarwith
Bera, king of Sodom, and with Birsha, king of Gomorrah, Shinab, king of
Admah, and Shemeber, king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (which is Zoar).
3All these came together in the valley of Siddim (which is the Salt Sea). 4For
twelveyears theywereunder the rule of Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth
year they put off his control. 5 And in the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were on his side, overcame the Rephaim in Ashteroth-
karnaim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6And
the Horites in their mountain Seir, driving them as far as El-paran, which is
near thewaste land. 7Then they cameback toEn-mishpat (which isKadesh),
makingwaste all the country of the Amalekites and of the Amorites living in
Hazazon-tamar. 8And the king of Sodomwith the king of Gomorrah and the
king of Admah and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is Zoar),
went out, and put their forces in position in the valley of Siddim, 9Against
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, and Amraphel, king
of Shinar, and Arioch, king of Ellasar: four kings against the five. 10 Now
the valley of Siddimwas full of holes of sticky earth; and the kings of Sodom
and Gomorrah were put to flight and came to their end there, but the rest
got away to the mountain. 11And the four kings took all the goods and food
from Sodom and Gomorrah and went on their way. 12And in addition they
took Lot, Abram's brother's son, whowas living in Sodom, and all his goods.
13 And one who had got away from the fight came and gave word of it to
Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the holy tree of Mamre, the Amorite,
the brother of Eshcol and Aner, who were friends of Abram. 14And Abram,
hearing that his brother's son had been made a prisoner, took a band of his
trained men, three hundred and eighteen of them, sons of his house, and
went after them as far as Dan. 15 And separating his forces by night, he
overcame them, putting them to flight and going after them as far as Hobah,
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which is on the north side of Damascus. 16Andhe got back all the goods, and
Lot, his brother's son, with his goods and the women and the people. 17And
whenhewas comingbackafter putting toflight Chedorlaomerand theother
kings, he had ameeting with the king of Sodom in the valley of Shaveh, that
is, the King's Valley. 18AndMelchizedek, king of Salem, the priest of theMost
HighGod, tookbreadandwine, 19Andblessinghim, said,May theblessingof
the Most High God, maker of heaven and earth, be on Abram: 20And let the
Most High God be praised, who has given into your hands those who were
against you. Then Abram gave him a tenth of all the goods he had taken.
21And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the prisoners and take the
goods for yourself. 22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have taken an
oath to theLord, theMostHighGod,maker of heavenandearth, 23That Iwill
not take so much as a thread or the cord of a shoe of yours; so that you may
not say, I have givenwealth toAbram: 24Givemenothing but the foodwhich
the fighting-men who went with me have had; but let Aner and Eshcol and
Mamre have their part of the goods.

15
1After these things, thewordof theLordcame toAbraminavision, saying,

Have no fear, Abram: I will keep you safe, and great will be your reward.
2AndAbramsaid,Whatwill you giveme? for I haveno child and this Eliezer
of Damascus will have all my wealth after me. 3And Abram said, You have
given me no child, and a servant in my house will get the heritage. 4 Then
said the Lord, This manwill not get the heritage, but a son of your body will
have your property after you. 5And he took him out into the open air, and
said to him, Let your eyes be lifted to heaven, and see if the stars may be
numbered; even so will your seed be. 6And he had faith in the Lord, and it
was put to his account as righteousness. 7And he said to him, I am the Lord,
who tookyou fromUrof theChaldees, to give you this land for yourheritage.
8And he said, O Lord God, how may I be certain that it will be mine? 9And
he said, Take a young cow of three years old, and a she-goat of three years
old, and a sheep of three years old, and a dove and a young pigeon. 10 All
these he took, cutting them in two and putting one half opposite the other,
but not cutting the birds in two. 11And evil birds came down on the bodies,
but Abram sent them away. 12Now when the sun was going down, a deep
sleep came on Abram, and a dark cloud of fear. 13 And he said to Abram,
Truly, your seed will be living in a land which is not theirs, as servants to a
people who will be cruel to them for four hundred years; 14But I will be the
judge of that nation whose servants they are, and they will come out from
among them with great wealth. 15As for you, you will go to your fathers in
peace; at theendofa long lifeyouwill beput inyour last resting-place. 16And
in the fourth generation they will come back here; for at present the sin of
the Amorite is not full. 17Thenwhen the sunwent down and it was dark, he
saw a smoking fire and a flaming light which went between the parts of the
bodies. 18 In that day the Lord made an agreement with Abram, and said,
To your seed have I given this land from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the river Euphrates: 19The Kenite, the Kenizzite, and the Kadmonite, 20And
the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Rephaim, 21And the Amorite, and the
Canaanite, and the Girgashite, and the Jebusite.
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16
1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had given him no children; and she had a

servant, a woman of Egypt whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to
Abram, See, the Lord has not let me have children; go in to my servant, for I
may get a family through her. And Abramdid as Sarai said. 3So after Abram
had been living for ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai took Hagar, her
Egyptian servant, and gave her to Abram for his wife. 4 And he went in
to Hagar and she became with child, and when she saw that she was with
child, she no longer had any respect for her master's wife. 5And Sarai said
to Abram, May my wrong be on you: I gave you my servant for your wife
andwhen she saw that shewaswith child, she no longer had any respect for
me: may the Lord be judge between you and me. 6 And Abram said, The
woman is in your power; do with her whatever seems good to you. And
Sarai was cruel to her, so that she went running away from her. 7 And an
angel of the Lord came to her by a fountain of water in the waste land, by
the fountain on theway to Shur. 8And he said, Hagar, Sarai's servant, where
have you come from and where are you going? And she said, I am running
away from Sarai, mymaster's wife. 9And the angel said to her, Go back, and
put yourself underher authority. 10And the angel of the Lord said, Your seed
will be greatly increased so that it may not be numbered. 11And the angel of
the Lord said, See, you are with child and will give birth to a son, to whom
you will give the name Ishmael, because the ears of the Lord were open to
your sorrow. 12Andhewill be like amountain ass amongmen; his handwill
be against every man and every man's hand against him, and he will keep
his place against all his brothers. 13 And to the Lord who was talking with
her she gave this name, You are a God who is seen; for she said, Have I not
even here in thewaste land had a vision of God and am still living? 14So that
fountain was named, Fountain of Life and Vision: it is between Kadesh and
Bered. 15AndHagar gave birth to a child, the son of Abram, towhomAbram
gave the name of Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar
gave birth to Ishmael.

17
1When Abramwas ninety-nine years old, the Lord came to him, and said,

I am God, Ruler of all; go in my ways and be upright in all things, 2 And I
will make an agreement between you and me, and your offspring will be
greatly increased. 3And Abramwent down on his face on the earth, and the
Lord God went on talking with him, and said, 4As for me, my agreement is
madewithyou, andyouwill be the fatherofnationswithout end. 5No longer
will your name be Abram, but Abraham, for I havemade you the father of a
number of nations. 6 I will make you very fertile, so that nations will come
fromyouandkingswill be your offspring. 7And Iwillmakebetweenmeand
you and your seed after you through all generations, an eternal agreement
to be a God to you and to your seed after you. 8And to you and to your seed
after you, I will give the land in which you are living, all the land of Canaan
for an eternal heritage; and I will be their God. 9And God said to Abraham,
On your side, you are to keep the agreement, you and your seed after you
through all generations. 10And this is the agreement which you are to keep
with me, you and your seed after you: every male among you is to undergo
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circumcision. 11 In the flesh of your private parts you are to undergo it, as
a mark of the agreement between me and you. 12 Every male among you,
from one generation to another, is to undergo circumcisionwhen he is eight
days old, with every servant whose birth takes place in your house, or for
whomyou gavemoney to someone of another country, andnot of your seed.
13Hewho comes to birth in your house andhewho ismade yours for a price,
all are to undergo circumcision; so that my agreement may be marked in
yourflesh, an agreement for all time. 14Andanymalewhodoes not undergo
circumcisionwill be cut off fromhis people: my agreement has been broken
by him. 15And God said, As for Sarai, your wife, from now her namewill be
not Sarai, but Sarah. 16And I will give her a blessing so that you will have a
son by her: truly my blessing will be on her, and she will be the mother of
nations: kings of peopleswill be her offspring. 17ThenAbrahamwent down
on his face, and laughing, said in his heart, May a man a hundred years old
have a child? will Sarah, at ninety years old, give birth? 18 And Abraham
said to God, If only Ishmael's lifemight be your care! 19AndGod said, Not so;
but Sarah, your wife, will have a son, and you will give him the name Isaac,
and Iwillmakemyagreementwithhim for ever andwithhis seed after him.
20As for Ishmael, I have given ear to your prayer: truly I have given himmy
blessing and I will make him fertile and give him great increase; he will be
the father of twelve chiefs, and I will make him a great nation. 21 But my
agreementwill bewith Isaac, towhom Sarahwill give birth a year from this
time. 22And having said these words, God went up from Abraham. 23And
Abraham took Ishmael, his son, and all whose birth had taken place in his
house, and all his servants whom he had made his for a price, every male
of his house, and on that very day he gave them circumcision in the flesh of
their privateparts asGodhad said tohim. 24Abrahamwasninety-nineyears
old when he underwent circumcision. 25And Ishmael, his son, was thirteen
years old when he underwent circumcision. 26 Abraham and Ishmael, his
son, underwent circumcision on that very day. 27 And all the men of his
house, those whose birth had taken place in the house and those whom he
had got for money from men of other lands, underwent circumcision with
him.

18
1NowtheLord came tohimby theholy treeofMamre,whenhewas seated

in the doorway of his tent in the middle of the day; 2And lifting up his eyes,
he saw three men before him; and seeing them, he went quickly to them
from the door of the tent, and went down on his face to the earth; 3 And
said, My Lord, if now I have grace in your eyes, do not go away from your
servant: 4Let me get water for washing your feet, and take your rest under
the tree: 5And let me get a bit of bread to keep up your strength, and after
that youmay go on yourway: for this is why you have come to your servant.
And they said, Let it be so. 6 Then Abraham went quickly into the tent, and
said to Sarah, Get three measures of meal straight away and make cakes.
7 And running to the herd, he took a young ox, soft and fat, and gave it to
the servant and he quicklymade it ready; 8And he took butter andmilk and
the young ox which he had made ready and put it before them, waiting by
them under the tree while they took food. 9And they said to him, Where is
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Sarahyourwife? Andhesaid, She is in the tent. 10Andhesaid, Iwill certainly
come back to you in the spring, and Sarah yourwifewill have a son. And his
words came to the ears of Sarahwhowas at the back of the tent-door. 11Now
Abraham and Sarah were very old, and Sarah was past the time for giving
birth. 12 And Sarah, laughing to herself, said, Now that I am used up am I
still to have pleasure, my husband himself being old? 13And the Lord said,
Why was Sarah laughing and saying, Is it possible for me, being old, to give
birth to a child? 14 Is there any wonder which the Lord is not able to do? At
the time I said, in the spring, I will come back to you, and Sarah will have a
child. 15 Then Sarah said, I was not laughing; for she was full of fear. And
he said, No, but you were laughing. 16And the men went on from there in
the direction of Sodom; and Abraham went with them on their way. 17And
the Lord said, Am I to keep back fromAbraham the knowledge of what I do;
18Seeing that Abrahamwill certainly become a great and strong nation, and
his name will be used by all the nations of the earth as a blessing? 19 For I
havemade himmine so that hemay give orders to his children and those of
his line after him, to keep the ways of the Lord, to dowhat is good and right:
so that the Lord may do to Abraham as he has said. 20 And the Lord said,
Because the outcry against SodomandGomorrah is very great, and their sin
is very evil, 21 Iwill go downnow, and see if their acts are as bad as they seem
from the outcry which has come to me; and if they are not, I will see. 22And
the men, turning from that place, went on to Sodom: but Abrahamwas still
waiting before the Lord. 23And Abraham came near, and said, Will you let
destruction come on the upright with the sinners? 24 If by chance there are
fifty upright men in the town, will you give the place to destruction and not
have mercy on it because of the fifty upright men? 25Let such a thing be far
fromyou, to put the upright to deathwith the sinner: will not the judge of all
the earth do right? 26And the Lord said, If there are fifty upright men in the
town, I will have mercy on it because of them. 27And Abraham answering
said, Truly, I who am only dust, have undertaken to put my thoughts before
the Lord: 28 If by chance there are five less than fifty upright men, will you
give up all the town to destruction because of these five? And he said, I will
not give it to destruction if there are forty-five. 29And again he said to him,
By chance there may be forty there. And he said, I will not do it if there are
forty. 30And he said, Let not the Lord be angrywithme if I say,What if there
are thirty there? And he said, I will not do it if there are thirty. 31 And he
said, See now, I have undertaken to putmy thoughts before the Lord: what if
there are twenty there? Andhe said, Iwill havemercybecauseof the twenty.
32Andhe said, O let not the Lord be angry and Iwill say only onewordmore:
by chance theremay be ten there. And he said, I will havemercy because of
the ten. 33And the Lord went on his way when his talk with Abraham was
ended, and Abrahamwent back to his place.

19
1And at nightfall the two angels came to Sodom; and Lot was seated at the

way into the town: andwhen he saw them he got up and came before them,
falling down on his face to the earth. 2And he said, My masters, come now
into your servant's house and take your rest there for the night, and let your
feet bewashed; and early in themorning youmay go on yourway. And they
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said, Not so, but we will take our night's rest in the street. 3 But he made
his request more strongly, so they went with him into his house; and he got
food ready for them, andmade unleavened bread, of which they took. 4But
before theyhadgone tobed, themenof the town, all themenof Sodom, came
round the house, young and old, from every part of the town; 5And crying
out to Lot, they said,Where are themenwho came to your house this night?
Send them out to us, so that we may take our pleasure with them. 6And Lot
went out to them in the doorway, shutting the door after him. 7And he said,
My brothers, do not this evil. 8 See now, I have two unmarried daughters; I
will send them out to you so that you may do to themwhatever seems good
to you: only do nothing to these men, for this is why they have come under
the shade of my roof. 9And they said, Give way there. This one man, they
said, came here from a strange country, and will he now be our judge? now
wewill doworse to you than to them; andpushingviolently against Lot, they
came near to get the door broken in. 10But the men put out their hands and
took Lot into the house to them, shutting the door again. 11But themenwho
were outside the door they made blind, all of them, small and great, so that
they were tired out with looking for the door. 12 Then the men said to Lot,
Are there any others of your family here? sons-in-law or sons or daughters,
take them all out of this place; 13 For we are about to send destruction on
this place, because a great outcry against them has come to the ears of the
Lord; and the Lord has sent us to put an end to the town. 14 And Lot went
out and said to his sons-in-law, who were married to his daughters, Come,
let us go out of this place, for the Lord is about to send destruction on the
town. But his sons-in-law did not take him seriously. 15And when morning
came, the angels did all in their power tomake Lot go, saying, Get up quickly
and take your wife and your two daughters who are here, and go, for fear
that you come to destruction in the punishment of the town. 16But while he
was waiting, the men took him and his wife and his daughters by the hand,
for the Lord had mercy on them, and put them outside the town. 17 And
when they had put them out, he said, Go for your life, without looking back
or waiting in the lowland; go quickly to the mountain or you will come to
destruction. 18 And Lot said to them, Not so, O my Lord; 19 See now, your
servant has had grace in your eyes and great is your mercy in keeping my
life from destruction, but I am not able to get as far as the mountain before
evil overtakes me and death; 20This town, now, is near, and it is a little one:
O, let me go there (is it not a little one?) so that my life may be safe. 21And
he said, See, I have given you your request in this one thing more: I will not
send destruction on this town. 22 Go there quickly, for I am not able to do
anything till you have come there. For this reason, the town was named
Zoar. 23 The sun was up when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord sent fire
and flaming smoke raining down from heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah.
25And he sent destruction on those towns, with all the lowland and all the
people of those towns and every green thing in the land. 26 But Lot's wife,
looking back, became a pillar of salt. 27 And Abraham got up early in the
morning and went to the place where he had been talking with the Lord:
28 And looking in the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah and the lowland,
he saw the smoke of the land going up like the smoke of an oven. 29 So it
came about that when God sent destruction on the towns of the lowland, he
kept his word to Abraham, and sent Lot safely away when he put an end
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to the towns where he was living. 30 Then Lot went up out of Zoar to the
mountain, and was living there with his two daughters, for fear kept him
from living in Zoar: and he and his daughters made their living-place in a
hole in the rock. 31And the older daughter said toher sister, Our father is old,
and there is noman to be a husband to us in the natural way: 32Come, let us
give our fathermuchwine, andwewill go into his bed, so that wemay have
offspring by our father, 33And that night they made their father take much
wine; and the older daughterwent into his bed; and he had no knowledge of
when she went in or when she went away. 34And on the day after, the older
daughter said to the younger, Last night I was with my father; let us make
him take much wine this night again, and do you go to him, so that we may
have offspring by our father. 35And that night again they made their father
takemuchwine; and the younger daughterwent into his bed; and he hadno
knowledge of when she went in or when she went away. 36And so the two
daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 37And the older daughter
had a son, and she gave him the nameMoab: he is the father of theMoabites
to this day. 38And the younger had a son and gave him the name Ben-ammi:
from him come the children of Ammon to this day.

20
1And Abraham went on his way from there to the land of the South, and

was living betweenKadesh and Shur, in Gerar. 2AndAbraham said of Sarah,
his wife, She ismy sister: and Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah.
3But God came to Abimelech in a dream in the night, and said to him, Truly
you are a deadman because of the womanwhom you have taken; for she is
a man's wife. 4Now Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, Lord,
will you put to death an upright nation? 5Did he not say to me himself, She
is my sister? and she herself said, He is my brother: with an upright heart
and clean hands have I done this. 6And God said to him in the dream, I see
that you have done this with an upright heart, and I have kept you from
sinning against me: for this reason I did not let you come near her. 7 So
now, give theman back hiswife, for he is a prophet, and let him say a prayer
for you, so your life may be safe: but if you do not give her back, be certain
that death will come to you and all your house. 8 So Abimelech got up early
in the morning and sent for all his servants and gave them word of these
things, and they were full of fear. 9 Then Abimelech sent for Abraham, and
said, What have you done to us? what wrong have I done you that you have
put on me and on my kingdom so great a sin? You have done to me things
which are not to be done. 10And Abimelech said to Abraham, Why did you
do this thing? 11And Abraham said, Because it seemed to me that there was
no fear of God in this place, and that they might put me to death because
of my wife. 12 And, in fact, she is my sister, the daughter of my father, but
not the daughter of my mother; and she becamemy wife: 13And when God
sent mewandering frommy father's house, I said to her, Let this be the sign
of your love for me; wherever we go, say of me, He is my brother. 14 Then
Abimelech gave toAbrahamsheep andoxen andmen-servants andwomen-
servants, and gave him back his wife Sarah. 15And Abimelech said, See, all
my land is before you; take whatever place seems good to you. 16 And he
said to Sarah, See, I have given to your brother a thousand bits of silver so
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that your wrong may be put right; now your honour is clear in the eyes of
all. 17 Then Abraham made prayer to God, and God made Abimelech well
again, andhiswife andhiswomen-servants, so that theyhad children. 18For
the Lord had kept all the women of the house of Abimelech from having
children, because of Sarah, Abraham's wife.

21
1 And the Lord came to Sarah as he had said and did to her as he had

undertaken. 2And Sarah becamewith child, and gave Abraham a sonwhen
he was old, at the time named by God. 3 And Abraham gave to his son, to
whom Sarah had given birth, the name Isaac. 4And when his son Isaac was
eight days old, Abrahammadehimundergo circumcision, asGodhad said to
him. 5Now Abrahamwas a hundred years old when the birth of Isaac took
place. 6And Sarah said, God has givenme cause for laughing, and everyone
whohasnewsof itwill be laughingwithme. 7And she said,Whowouldhave
said to Abraham that Sarahwould have a child at her breast? for see, I have
given him a son nowwhen he is old. 8Andwhen the childwas old enough to
be taken from the breast, Abrahammade a great feast. 9And Sarah saw the
sonofHagar theEgyptianplayingwith Isaac. 10Soshe said toAbraham, Send
away thatwomanandher son: for the sonof thatwoman isnot tohaveapart
in the heritage with my son Isaac. 11And this was a great grief to Abraham
because of his son. 12But God said, Let it not be a grief to you because of the
boy and Hagar his mother; give ear to whatever Sarah says to you, because
it is from Isaac that your seed will take its name. 13And I will make a nation
of the son of your servant-woman, because he is your seed. 14And early in
themorning Abrahamgot up, and gaveHagar some bread and awater-skin,
and put the boy on her back, and sent her away: and she went, wandering
in the waste land of Beer-sheba. 15And when all the water in the skin was
used up, she put the child downunder a tree. 16And shewent some distance
away, about anarrowflight, and seatingherself on theearth, shegaveway to
bitter weeping, saying, Letme not see the death ofmy child. 17And the boy's
cry came to the ears of God; and the angel of God said toHagar fromheaven,
Hagar, why are you weeping? have no fear, for the child's cry has come to
the ears of God. 18Come, take your child in your arms, for I will make of him
a great nation. 19ThenGodmadeher eyes open, and she sawawater-spring,
and she got water in the skin and gave the boy a drink. 20And Godwas with
the boy, and he became tall and strong, and he became a bowman, living in
the waste land. 21And while he was in the waste land of Paran, his mother
got him a wife from the land of Egypt. 22Now at that time, Abimelech and
Phicol, the captain of his army, said to Abraham, I see that God is with you
in all you do. 23Now, then, give me your oath, in the name of God, that you
will not be false tome or tomy sons afterme, but that as I have been good to
you, so youwill be tome and to this landwhere you have been living. 24And
Abraham said, I will give you my oath. 25 But Abraham made a protest to
Abimelech because of a water-hole which Abimelech's servants had taken
by force. 26But Abimelech said, I have no idea who has done this thing; you
never gave me word of it, and I had no knowledge of it till this day. 27And
Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of
themmade an agreement together. 28And Abraham put seven young lambs
of the flock on one side by themselves. 29 Then Abimelech said, What are
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these seven lambs which you have put on one side? 30 And he said, Take
these seven lambs from me as a witness that I have made this water-hole.
31So he gave that place the name Beer-sheba, because there the two of them
had given their oaths. 32 So they made an agreement at Beer-sheba, and
Abimelech and Phicol, the captain of his army, went back to the land of the
Philistines. 33And Abraham, after planting a holy tree in Beer-sheba, gave
worship to the name of the Lord, the Eternal God. 34And Abrahamwent on
living in the land of the Philistines as in a strange country.

22
1 Now after these things, God put Abraham to the test, and said to him,

Abraham; and he said, Here am I. 2And he said to him, Take your son, your
dearly loved only son Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah and give him as a
burnedoffering onone of themountains ofwhich Iwill give youknowledge.
3AndAbrahamgotupearly in themorning, andmadereadyhisass, and took
with him two of his young men and Isaac, his son, and after the wood for
the burned offering had been cut, he went on his way to the place of which
God had given him word. 4 And on the third day, Abraham, lifting up his
eyes, saw the place a long way off. 5 Then he said to his young men, Keep
here with the ass; and I and the boy will go on and give worship and come
back again to you. 6And Abraham put the wood for the burned offering on
his son's back, and he himself took the fire and the knife in his hand, and
the two of themwent on together. 7Then Isaac said to Abraham, My father;
and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, We have wood and fire here,
but where is the lamb for the burned offering? 8 And Abraham said, God
himself will give the lamb for the burned offering: so theywent on together.
9 And they came to the place of which God had given him knowledge; and
there Abraham made the altar and put the wood in place on it, and having
made tight the bands round Isaac his son, he put him on the wood on the
altar. 10And stretching out his hand, Abraham took the knife to put his son
to death. 11But the voice of the angel of the Lord came from heaven, saying,
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Let not your
hand be stretched out against the boy to do anything to him; for now I am
certain that the fear of God is in your heart, because you have not kept back
your son, your only son, from me. 13And lifting up his eyes, Abraham saw
a sheep fixed by its horns in the brushwood: and Abraham took the sheep
and made a burned offering of it in place of his son. 14And Abraham gave
that place the name Yahweh-yireh: as it is said to this day, In the mountain
the Lord is seen. 15And the voice of the angel of the Lord came to Abrahama
second time from heaven, 16 Saying, I have taken an oath by my name, says
the Lord, because you have done this and have not kept back fromme your
dearly loved only son, 17That I will certainly give youmy blessing, and your
seed will be increased like the stars of heaven and the sand by the seaside;
your seed will take the land of those who are against them; 18 And your
seedwill be a blessing to all the nations of the earth, because you have done
what I gave you orders to do. 19Then Abrahamwent back to his youngmen
and theywent together to Beer-sheba, the placewhere Abrahamwas living.
20After these things, Abrahamhad news thatMilcah, thewife of his brother
Nahor, had given birth to children; 21 Uz the oldest, and Buz his brother,
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and Kemuel, the father of Aram, 22 And Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and
Jidlaph and Bethuel. 23Bethuel was the father of Rebekah: these eight were
the children of Milcah and Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 And his servant
Reumah gave birth to Tebah and Gaham and Tahash andMaacah.

23
1Now the years of Sarah's life were a hundred and twenty-seven. 2 And

Sarah's death took place in Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, in the land of
Canaan: and Abraham went into his house, weeping and sorrowing for
Sarah. 3And Abraham came from his dead and said to the children of Heth,
4 I am living among you as one from a strange country: give me some land
here as my property, so that I may put my dead to rest. 5 And in answer
the children of Heth said to Abraham, 6My lord, truly you are a great chief
among us; take the best of our resting-places for your dead; not one of us
will keep back from you a place where youmay put your dead to rest. 7And
Abraham got up and gave honour to the children of Heth, the people of that
land. 8Andhe said to them, If youwill letmeputmydead to rest here,makea
request forme to Ephron, the son of Zohar, 9That hewill giveme the hollow
in the rock named Machpelah, which is his property at the end of his field;
let him give it to me for its full price as a resting-place for my dead among
you. 10NowEphronwas seated among the children ofHeth: and Ephron the
Hittite gave Abraham his answer in the hearing of the children of Heth, and
of all thosewho came into his town, saying, 11No,my lord, I will give you the
field with the hollow in the rock; before all the children of my people will I
give it to you for a resting-place for your dead. 12And Abrahamwent down
on his face before the people of the land. 13And Abraham said to Ephron, in
the hearing of the people of the land, If only you will give ear to me, I will
give you the price of the field; take it, and let me put my dead to rest there.
14 So Ephron said to Abraham, 15My lord, give ear to me: the value of the
land is four hundred shekels; what is that betweenme and you? so put your
dead to rest there. 16And Abraham took note of the price fixed by Ephron
in the hearing of the children of Heth, and gave him four hundred shekels
in current money. 17 So Ephron's field at Machpelah near Mamre, with the
hollow in the rock and all the trees in the field and round it, 18 Became the
property of Abraham before the eyes of the children of Heth and of all who
came into the town. 19ThenAbrahamput Sarahhiswife to rest in thehollow
rock in the field of Machpelah near Mamre, that is, Hebron in the land of
Canaan. 20And the field and the hollow rock were handed over to Abraham
as his property by the children of Heth.

24
1Now Abrahamwas old and far on in years: and the Lord had given him

everything in full measure. 2 And Abraham said to his chief servant, the
manager of all his property, Come now, put your hand under my leg: 3And
take an oath by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that
youwill not get awife formy son Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites
among whom I am living; 4 But that you will go into my country and to my
relations and get a wife there for my son Isaac. 5And the servant said, If by
chance thewomanwill not comewithme into this land, amI to takeyour son
back again to the land fromwhich you came? 6AndAbrahamsaid, Take care
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that you do not let my son go back to that land. 7 The Lord God of heaven,
who took me from my father's house and from the land of my birth, and
made an oath to me, saying, To your seed I will give this land: he will send
his angel before you and give you awife formy son in that land. 8And if the
womanwill not comewith you, then you are free from this oath; only do not
take my son back there. 9 And the servant put his hand under Abraham's
leg, and gave him his oath about this thing. 10 And the servant took ten of
his master's camels, and all sorts of good things of his master's, and went to
Mesopotamia, to the town of Nahor. 11 And he made the camels take their
rest outside the town by the water-spring in the evening, at the time when
the women came to get water. 12And he said, O Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, let me do well in what I have undertaken this day, and give your
mercy tomymaster Abraham. 13See, I amwaiting here by thewater-spring;
and the daughters of the town are coming out to get water: 14Now, may the
girl to whom I say, Let down your vessel and give me a drink, and who says
in answer, Here is a drink for you and let me give water to your camels:
may she be the one marked out by you for your servant Isaac: so may I be
certain that you have been good tomymaster Abraham. 15And even before
his words were ended, Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah,
who was the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her water-
vessel on her arm. 16 She was a very beautiful girl, a virgin, who had never
been touched by a man: and she went down to the spring to get water in
her vessel. 17And the servant came running to her and said, Give me a little
water from your vessel. 18And she said, Take a drink, my lord: and quickly
letting down her vessel onto her hand, she gave him a drink. 19And having
done so, she said, I will get water for your camels till they have had enough.
20 And after putting the water from her vessel into the animals' drinking-
place, she went quickly back to the spring and got water for all the camels.
21And the man, looking at her, said nothing, waiting to see if the Lord had
given his journey a good outcome. 22Andwhen the camels had had enough,
the man took a gold nose-ring, half a shekel in weight, and two ornaments
forher armsof ten shekelsweight of gold; 23Andsaid toher,Whosedaughter
are you? is there room in your father's house for us? 24And she said to him, I
am the daughter of Bethuel, the son ofMilcah, Nahor's wife. 25And she said,
We have a great store of dry grass and cattle-food, and there is room for you.
26Andwith bent head theman gave worship to the Lord; 27And said, Praise
be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has given a sign that
he is good and true to my master, by guiding me straight to the house of my
master's family. 28So the girlwent running and took thenewsof these things
to her mother's house 29Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he
came out quickly to the man at the water-spring. 30 And when he saw the
nose-ring and the ornaments on his sister's hands, and when she gave him
word of what theman had said to her, then hewent out to themanwhowas
waitingwith the camels by thewater-spring. 31And he said to him, Come in,
you on whom is the blessing of the Lord; why are you waiting outside? for I
have made the house ready for you, and a place for the camels. 32Then the
mancame into thehouse, andLaban took their cordsoff the camels andgave
themdrygrass and food, andhegave tohimand themenwhowerewithhim
water for washing their feet. 33Andmeat was put before him, but he said, I
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will not take food till I havemademybusiness clear to you. And they said, Do
so. 34And he said, I amAbraham's servant. 35The Lord has givenmymaster
every blessing, and he has become great: he has given him flocks and herds
and silver and gold, andmen-servants andwomen-servants and camels and
asses. 36Andwhen Sarah, mymaster's wife, was old, she gave birth to a son,
to whom he has given all he has. 37And my master made me take an oath,
saying, Do not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites
among whom I am living; 38But go to my father's house and to my relations
for a wife for my son. 39 And I said to my master, What if the woman will
not come with me? 40And he said, The Lord, whom I have ever kept before
me, will send his angel with you, who will make it possible for you to get a
wife for my son from my relations and my father's house; 41 And you will
be free from your oath to me when you come to my people; and if they will
not give her to you, you will be free from your oath. 42And I came today to
the water-spring, and I said, O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if it is
your purpose to give a good outcome tomy journey, 43Let it comeabout that,
while I amwaiting here by the water-spring, if a girl comes to get water and
I say to her, Give me a little water from your vessel, and she says, 44 Take a
drink, and Iwill getwater for your camels; let her be thewomanmarked out
by theLord formymaster's son. 45Andevenwhile Iwas saying this tomyself,
Rebekah came out with her vessel on her arm; and she went down to the
spring to get water; and I said to her, Give me a drink. 46And straight away
she took downher vessel fromher arm, and said, Take a drink, and Iwill get
water for your camels. 47And questioning her, I said, Whose daughter are
you? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, and Milcah
his wife. Then I put the ring on her nose and the ornaments on her hands.
48And with bent head I gave worship and praise to the Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, by whom I had been guided in the right way, to get the
daughter of my master's brother for his son. 49And now, say if you will do
what is good and right for mymaster or not, in order that it may be clear to
me what I have to do. 50Then Laban and Bethuel said in answer, This is the
Lord's doing: it is not for us to say Yes or No to you. 51 See, here is Rebekah:
take her and go, and let her be yourmaster's son's wife, as the Lord has said.
52And at these words, Abraham's servant went down on his face and gave
praise to the Lord. 53Thenhe took jewels of silver and jewels of gold and fair
robes and gave them to Rebekah: and he gave things of value to hermother
and her brother. 54 Then he and the men who were with him had food and
drink, and took their rest there that night; and in themorning he got up, and
said, Let me now go back to my master. 55 But her brother and her mother
said, Let thegirl bewithusaweekor tendays, and thenshemaygo. 56Andhe
said, Do not keep me; the Lord has given a good outcome to my journey; let
me now go back tomymaster. 57And they said,Wewill send for the girl, and
let her make the decision. 58And they sent for Rebekah and said to her, Are
you ready to gowith thisman? And she said, I am ready. 59So they sent their
sister Rebekah and her servantwith Abraham's servant and hismen. 60And
they gave Rebekah their blessing, saying, O sister, may you be themother of
thousands and ten thousands; and may your seed overcome all those who
make war against them. 61 So Rebekah and her servant-women went with
the man, seated on the camels; and so the servant took Rebekah and went
on his way. 62Now Isaac had come through thewaste land to Beer-lahai-roi;
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for he was living in the South. 63And when the evening was near, he went
wandering out into the fields, and lifting up his eyes he saw camels coming.
64And when Rebekah, looking up, saw Isaac, she got down from her camel,
65And said to the servant, Who is that man coming to us through the field?
And the servant said, It is my master: then she took her veil, covering her
facewith it. 66Then the servant gave Isaac the storyof all hehaddone. 67And
Isaac took Rebekah into his tent and she became his wife; and in his love for
her, Isaac was comforted after his father's death.

25
1 And Abraham took another wife named Keturah. 2 She became the

mother of Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and
Shuah. 3 And Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan. And from
Dedan came the Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim. 4And fromMidian
came Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and Abida and Eldaah. All these were
the offspring of Keturah. 5NowAbrahamgave all his property to Isaac; 6But
to the sons of his otherwomen he gave offerings, and sent them away, while
he was still living, into the east country. 7Now the years of Abraham's life
were a hundred and seventy-five. 8And Abraham came to his death, an old
man, full of years; and he was put to rest with his people. 9 And Isaac and
Ishmael, his sons, put him to rest in the hollow rock of Machpelah, in the
field of Ephron, the son of Zohar the Hittite, near Mamre; 10 The same field
which Abraham got from the children of Heth: there Abraham was put to
rest with Sarah, his wife. 11Now after the death of Abraham, the blessing
of God was with Isaac, his son. 12Now these are the generations of Ishmael,
the son of Abraham, whose mother was Hagar the Egyptian, the servant of
Sarah: 13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael by their generations:
Ishmael's first sonwasNebaioth; thenKedar andAdbeel andMibsam 14And
Mishma and Dumah and Massa, 15 Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and
Kedemah: 16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names in
their towns and their tent-circles; twelve chiefs with their peoples. 17 And
the years of Ishmael's life were a hundred and thirty-seven: and he came to
his end, and was put to rest with his people. 18And their country was from
Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt: they took their place to the east of
all their brothers. 19Now these are the generations of Abraham's son Isaac:
20 Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel
the Aramaean of Paddan-aram, and the sister of Laban the Aramaean, to
be his wife. 21 Isaac made prayer to the Lord for his wife because she had
no children; and the Lord gave ear to his prayer, and Rebekah became with
child. 22And the children were fighting together inside her, and she said, If
it is to be so, why am I like this? So she went to put her question to the Lord.
23And the Lord said to her, Two nations are in your body, and two peoples
will come to birth from you: the one will be stronger than the other, and
the older will be the servant of the younger. 24And when the time came for
her to give birth, there were two children in her body. 25And the first came
out red from head to foot like a robe of hair, and they gave him the name of
Esau. 26Andafterhim,hisbrothercameout, grippingEsau's foot; andhewas
named Jacob: Isaac was sixty years old when she gave birth to them. 27And
the boys came to full growth; and Esau became a man of the open country,
an expert bowman; but Jacobwas a quietman, living in tents. 28Now Isaac's
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lovewas for Esau, because Esau'smeatwas greatly to his taste: but Rebekah
hadmore love for Jacob. 29And one day Jacobwas cooking some soupwhen
Esau came in from the fields in great need of food; 30And Esau said to Jacob,
Give me a full meal of that red soup, for I am overcome with need for food:
for this reason he was named Edom. 31And Jacob said, First of all give me
your birthright. 32 And Esau said, Truly, I am at the point of death: what
profit is the birthright tome? 33And Jacob said, First of all givemeyour oath;
andhe gave himhis oath, handing over his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob
gavehimbread and soup; andhe took food anddrink andwent away, caring
little for his birthright.

26
1 Then came a time of great need in the land, like that which had been

before in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the
Philistines, at Gerar. 2And the Lord came to him in a vision and said, Do not
godown toEgypt; keep in the landofwhich Iwill give youknowledge: 3Keep
in this land, and I will be with you and give you my blessing; for to you and
to your seedwill I give all these lands, giving effect to the oathwhich Imade
to your father Abraham; 4 I will make your seed like the stars of heaven in
number, and will give them all these lands, and your seed will be a blessing
to all the nations of the earth; 5Because Abraham gave ear to my voice and
kept my words, my rules, my orders, and my laws. 6 So Isaac went on living
in Gerar; 7And when he was questioned by the men of the place about his
wife, he said, She is my sister; fearing to say, She is my wife; for, he said, the
men of the place may put me to death on account of Rebekah; because she
is very beautiful. 8And when he had been there for some time, Abimelech,
king of the Philistines, looking through a window, saw Isaac playing with
Rebekah his wife. 9And he said to Isaac, It is clear that she is yourwife: why
then did you say, She is my sister? And Isaac said, For fear that I might be
put to death because of her. 10Then Abimelech said, What have you done to
us? one of the people might well have had connection with your wife, and
the sin would have been ours. 11And Abimelech gave orders to his people
that anyone touching Isaac or his wife was to be put to death. 12Now Isaac,
planting seed in that land, got in the same year fruit a hundred times as
much, for the blessing of the Lord was on him. 13 And his wealth became
very great, increasing more and more; 14 For he had great wealth of flocks
and herds and great numbers of servants; so that the Philistines were full
of envy. 15 Now all the water-holes, which his father's servants had made
in the days of Abraham, had been stopped up with earth by the Philistines.
16And Abimelech said to Isaac, Go away from us, for you are stronger than
we are. 17 So Isaac went away from there, and put up his tents in the valley
of Gerar, making his living-place there. 18 And he made again the water-
holes which had been made in the days of Abraham his father, and which
had been stopped up by the Philistines; and he gave them the names which
his father had given them. 19Now Isaac's servants made holes in the valley,
and came to a spring of flowing water. 20 But the herdmen of Gerar had a
fight with Isaac's herdmen, for they said, The spring is ours: so he gave the
spring the name of Esek, because there was a fight about it. 21 Then they
made another water-hole, and there was a fight about that, so he gave it the
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name of Sitnah. 22Then hewent away from there, andmade anotherwater-
hole, aboutwhich therewas no fighting: so he gave it the name of Rehoboth,
for he said, Now the Lord has made room for us, and we will have fruit in
this land. 23 And from there he went on to Beer-sheba. 24 That night the
Lord came to him in a vision, and said, I am theGod of your fatherAbraham:
have no fear for I amwith you, blessing you, and your seedwill be increased
because of my servant Abraham. 25 Then he made an altar there, and gave
worship to the name of the Lord, and he put up his tents there, and there his
servantsmade awater-hole. 26AndAbimelech had come to him fromGerar,
with Ahuzzath his friend and Phicol, the captain of his army. 27 And Isaac
said to them,Why have you come tome, seeing that in your hate forme you
sent me away from you? 28And they said, We saw clearly that the Lord was
with you: so we said, Let there be an oath between us and you, and let us
make an agreement with you; 29That you will do us no damage, even as we
put no hand on you, and did you nothing but good, and sent you away in
peace: and now the blessing of the Lord is on you. 30 Then he made a feast
for them, and they all had food and drink. 31And early in the morning they
took an oath one to the other: then Isaac sent them away and they went on
their way in peace. 32 And that day Isaac's servants came to him and gave
himword of the water-hole which they hadmade, and said to him,We have
come towater. 33Andhegave it thenameof Shibah: so thenameof that town
is Beer-sheba to this day. 34AndwhenEsauwas forty years old, he took ashis
wives Judith, the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter
of Elon the Hittite: 35And Isaac and Rebekah had grief of mind because of
them.

27
1Nowwhen Isaacwas old andhis eyes had become clouded so that hewas

not able to see, he sent for Esau, his first son, and said to him,My son: and he
said, Here am I. 2 And he said, See now, I am old, and my death may take
place at any time: 3 So take your arrows and your bow and go out to the
field and get meat for me; 4 And make me food, good to the taste, such as
is pleasing to me, and put it before me, so that I may have a meal and give
you my blessing before death comes to me. 5Now Isaac's words to his son
were said in Rebekah's hearing. Then Esau went out to get the meat. 6And
Rebekah said to Jacob, her son, Your father said to your brother Esau in my
hearing, 7Goandget someroe'smeatandmakemeagoodmeal, so that Imay
be full, and give youmyblessing before the Lordbeforemydeath. 8Now,my
son, dowhat I say. 9Go to the flock and getme two fat young goats; and Iwill
make of them a meal to your father's taste: 10 And you will take it to him,
so that he may have a goodmeal and give you his blessing before his death.
11 And Jacob said to Rebekah, his mother, But Esau my brother is covered
with hair, while I am smooth: 12 If by chancemy father puts his hand onme,
it will seem to him that I am tricking him, and he will put a curse on me in
place of a blessing. 13And his mother said, Let the curse be on me, my son:
only do as I say, and go and get them forme. 14So he went and got them and
took them to his mother: and she made a meal to his father's taste. 15And
Rebekah took the fair robes of her oldest son, which were with her in the
house, and put them on Jacob, her younger son: 16And she put the skins of
the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck: 17And she
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gave into the hand of Jacob, her son, the meat and the bread which she had
made ready. 18And he came to his father, and said, My father: and he said,
Here am I: who are you, my son? 19And Jacob said, I am Esau, your oldest
son; I have done as you said: come now, be seated and take of my meat, so
that you may give me a blessing. 20And Isaac said, How is it that you have
got it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the Lord your God made it
come my way. 21 And Isaac said, Come near so that I may put my hand on
you, my son, and see if you are truly my son Esau or not. 22And Jacob went
near his father Isaac: and he put his hands on him; and he said, The voice is
Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 23And he did not make
out who he was, because his hands were covered with hair like his brother
Esau's hands: so he gave himablessing. 24Andhe said, Are you trulymy son
Esau? And he said, I am. 25And he said, Put it before me and I will take of
my son's meat, so that I may give you a blessing. And he put it before him
and he took it; and he gave him wine, and he had a drink. 26And his father
Isaac said to him, Come near now, my son, and give me a kiss. 27 And he
came near and gave him a kiss; and smelling the smell of his clothing, he
gave him a blessing, and said, See, the smell of my son is like the smell of a
field on which the blessing of the Lord has come: 28May God give you the
dew of heaven, and the good things of the earth, and grain and wine in full
measure: 29Let peoples be your servants, and nations go down before you:
be lord over your brothers, and let your mother's sons go down before you:
a curse be on everyone by whom you are cursed, and a blessing on those
who give you a blessing. 30And when Isaac had come to the end of blessing
Jacob, and Jacob had not long gone away from Isaac his father, Esau came
in from the field. 31And he made ready a meal, good to the taste, and took
it to his father, and said to him, Let my father get up and take of his son's
meat, so that youmay giveme a blessing. 32And Isaac his father said to him,
Who are you? And he said, I am your oldest son, Esau. 33And in great fear
Isaac said, Who then is he who got meat and put it before me, and I took
it all before you came, and gave him a blessing, and his it will be? 34 And
hearing the words of his father, Esau gave a great and bitter cry, and said
to his father, Give a blessing to me, even to me, O my father! 35And he said,
Your brother camewith deceit, and took away your blessing. 36And he said,
Is it because he is named Jacob that he has twice takenmyplace? for he took
away my birthright, and now he has taken away my blessing. And he said,
Have you not kept a blessing forme? 37And Isaac answering said, But I have
made him your master, and have given him all his brothers for servants; I
have made him strong with grain and wine: what then am I to do for you,
my son? 38 And Esau said to his father, Is that the only blessing you have,
my father? give a blessing to me, even me! And Esau was overcome with
weeping. 39 Then Isaac his father made answer and said to him, Far from
the fertile places of the earth, and far from the dew of heaven on high will
your living-place be: 40By your sword will you get your living and you will
be your brother's servant; but when your power is increased his yoke will
be broken from off your neck. 41 So Esau was full of hate for Jacob because
of his father's blessing; and he said in his heart, The days of weeping for my
father are near; then I will put my brother Jacob to death. 42Then Rebekah,
hearingwhat Esauhad said, sent for Jacob, her younger son, and said tohim,
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It seems that your brother Esau is purposing to put you to death. 43 So now,
my son, do what I say: go quickly to Haran, to my brother Laban; 44And be
therewithhimfora little time, till yourbrother'swrath is turnedaway; 45Till
thememory of what you have done to him is past and he is no longer angry:
then I will send word for you to come back; are the two of you to be taken
fromme in one day? 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, My life is a weariness to
me because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob takes a wife from among the
daughters ofHeth, such as these, thewomenof this land, ofwhat usewillmy
life be to me?

28
1 Then Isaac sent for Jacob, and blessing him, said, Do not take a wife

from among the women of Canaan; 2 But go to Paddan-aram, to the house
of Bethuel, your mother's father, and there get yourself a wife from the
daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 3Andmay God, the Ruler of all,
give you his blessing, giving you fruit and increase, so that youmay become
an army of peoples. 4 And may God give you the blessing of Abraham, to
you and to your seed, so that the land of your wanderings, which God gave
to Abraham, may be your heritage. 5 So Isaac sent Jacob away: and he
went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramaean, the brother
of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau. 6 So when Esau saw that Isaac
had given Jacob his blessing, and sent him away to Paddan-aram to get a
wife for himself there, blessing him and saying to him, Do not take a wife
from among the women of Canaan; 7And that Jacob had done as his father
and mother said and had gone to Paddan-aram; 8 It was clear to Esau that
his father had no love for the women of Canaan, 9 So Esau went to Ishmael
and took Mahalath, the daughter of Abraham's son Ishmael, the sister of
Nebaioth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 10 So Jacob went
out from Beer-sheba to go to Haran. 11 And coming to a certain place, he
made it his resting-place for the night, for the sun had gone down; and he
took one of the stones which were there, and putting it under his head he
went to sleep in that place. 12And he had a dream, and in his dream he saw
steps stretching from earth to heaven, and the angels of God were going up
and down on them. 13Andhe saw the Lord by his side, saying, I am the Lord,
the God of Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac: I will give to you and
to your seed this land on which you are sleeping. 14 Your seed will be like
the dust of the earth, covering all the land to the west and to the east, to the
north and to the south: you and your seed will be a name of blessing to all
the families of the earth. 15And truly, I will be with you, and will keep you
wherever you go, guiding you back again to this land; and Iwill not give you
up till I have done what I have said to you. 16And Jacob, awaking from his
sleep, said, Truly, theLord is in this place and Iwasnot conscious of it. 17And
fear came on him, and he said, This is a holy place; this is nothing less than
the house of God and the doorway of heaven. 18 And early in the morning
Jacob took the stonewhich had been under his head, and put it up as a pillar
and put oil on it. 19And he gave that place the name of Beth-el, but before
that time the town was named Luz. 20 Then Jacob took an oath, and said, If
Godwill be withme, and keepme safe onmy journey, and giveme food and
clothing to put on, 21So that I come again tomy father's house in peace, then
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I will take the Lord to bemy God, 22And this stone which I have put up for a
pillar will be God's house: and of all you give me, I will give a tenth part to
you.

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey till he came to the land of the children

of the East. 2 And there he saw a water-hole in a field, and by the side of
it three flocks of sheep, for there they got water for the sheep: and on the
mouth of the water-hole there was a great stone. 3And all the flocks would
come together there, and when the stone had been rolled away, they would
give the sheep water, and put the stone back again in its place on the mouth
of the water-hole. 4Then Jacob said to the herdmen, My brothers, where do
you come from? And they said, From Haran. 5 And he said to them, Have
you any knowledge of Laban, the son of Nahor? And they said, We have.
6 And he said to them, Is he well? And they said, He is well, and here is
Rachel his daughter coming with the sheep. 7 Then Jacob said, The sun is
still high and it is not time to get the cattle together: get water for the sheep
and go and give them their food. 8And they said,We are not able to do so till
all the flocks have come together and the stone has been rolled away from
the mouth of the water-hole; then we will get water for the sheep. 9While
he was still talking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she
took care of them. 10 Then when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban,
his mother's brother, coming with Laban's sheep, he came near, and rolling
the stone away from the mouth of the hole, he got water for Laban's flock.
11Andweeping for joy, Jacob gave Rachel a kiss. 12AndRachel, hearing from
Jacob that he was her father's relation and that he was the son of Rebekah,
went running to give her father news of it. 13And Laban, hearing news of
Jacob, his sister's son, came running, and took Jacob in his arms, and kissing
him,madehimcome intohishouse. And Jacobgavehimnewsof everything.
14And Laban said to him, Truly, you are my bone andmy flesh. And he kept
Jacobwithhimfor the spaceofamonth. 15ThenLabansaid to Jacob, Because
you are my brother are you to be my servant for nothing? say now, what
is your payment to be? 16Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the
olderwas Leah, and the name of the youngerwas Rachel. 17And Leah's eyes
were clouded, but Rachel was fair in face and form. 18And Jacobwas in love
with Rachel; and he said, I will be your servant seven years for Rachel, your
younger daughter. 19 And Laban said, It is better for you to have her than
anotherman: go on living here withme. 20And Jacob did seven years' work
for Rachel; and because of his love for her it seemed to him only a very little
time. 21 Then Jacob said to Laban, Give me my wife so that I may have her,
for the days are ended. 22 And Laban got together all the men of the place
and gave a feast. 23And in the evening he took Leah, his daughter, and gave
her to him, and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave Zilpah, his servant-
girl, to Leah, to be herwaiting-woman. 25And in themorning Jacob saw that
it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What have you done to me? was I not
working for you so that I might have Rachel? why have you been false to
me? 26And Laban said, In our country we do not let the younger daughter
bemarried before the older. 27Let theweek of the bride-feast come to its end
and thenwewill give you the other in addition, if youwill bemy servant for
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another seven years. 28 And Jacob did so; and when the week was ended,
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel for his wife. 29And Laban gave Rachel
his servant-girl Bilhah to be her waiting-woman. 30Then Jacob took Rachel
as his wife, and his love for her was greater than his love for Leah; and he
went onworking for Laban for another seven years. 31Now the Lord, seeing
that Leah was not loved, gave her a child; while Rachel had no children.
32 And Leah was with child, and gave birth to a son to whom she gave the
name Reuben: for she said, The Lord has seenmy sorrow; nowmy husband
will have love for me. 33 Then she became with child again, and gave birth
to a son; and said, Because it has come to the Lord's ears that I am not loved,
he has given me this son in addition: and she gave him the name Simeon.
34 And she was with child again, and gave birth to a son; and said, Now at
last my husband will be united to me, because I have given him three sons:
so he was named Levi. 35And she was with child again, and gave birth to a
son: and she said, This time I will give praise to the Lord: so he was named
Judah; after this she had nomore children for a time.

30
1Now Rachel, because she had no children, was full of envy of her sister;

and she said to Jacob, If you do not give me children I will not go on living.
2 But Jacob was angry with Rachel, and said, Am I in the place of God, who
has kept your body from having fruit? 3 Then she said, Here is my servant
Bilhah, go in to her, so that she may have a child on my knees, and I may
have a family by her. 4 So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and
Jacobwent in to her. 5AndBilhahbecamewith child, and gave birth to a son.
6 Then Rachel said, God has been my judge, and has given ear to my voice,
and has given me a son; so he was named Dan. 7And again Bilhah, Rachel's
servant, was with child, and gave birth to a second son. 8And Rachel said, I
have had a great fightwithmy sister, and I have overcomeher: and she gave
the child thenameNaphtali. 9When itwas clear to Leah that shewouldhave
nomore children for a time, she gave Zilpah, her servant, to Jacob as a wife.
10 And Zilpah, Leah's servant, gave birth to a son. 11 And Leah said, It has
gone well for me: and she gave him the name Gad. 12 And Zilpah, Leah's
servant, gave birth to a second son. 13 And Leah said, Happy am I! and all
womenwill givewitness tomy joy: and shegavehim thenameAsher. 14Now
at the time of the grain-cutting, Reuben saw some love-fruits in thefield, and
took them to his mother Leah. And Rachel said to her, Let me have some of
your son's love-fruits. 15But Leah said to her, Is it a small thing that you have
taken my husband fromme? and nowwould you take my son's love-fruits?
ThenRachel said, Youmayhave him tonight in exchange for your son's love-
fruits. 16 In the evening, when Jacob came in from the field, Leahwent out to
him and said, Tonight you are to come to me, for I have givenmy son's love-
fruits as a price for you. And he went in to her that night. 17And God gave
ear to her and she became with child, and gave Jacob a fifth son. 18 Then
Leah said, God has made payment to me for giving my servant-girl to my
husband: so she gave her son the name Issachar. 19And again Leah became
with child, and she gave Jacob a sixth son. 20And she said, God has givenme
a good bride-price; now at last will I have my husband living with me, for I
have given him six sons: and she gave him the name Zebulun. 21After that



Genesis 30:22 31 Genesis 31:7

she had a daughter, to whom she gave the name Dinah. 22 Then God gave
thought to Rachel, and hearing her prayer he made her fertile. 23 And she
was with child, and gave birth to a son: and she said, God has taken away
my shame. 24And she gave him the name Joseph, saying, May the Lord give
me another son. 25Nowafter the birth of Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, Letme
go away tomy place andmy country. 26Givememywives andmy children,
for whom I have been your servant, and let me go: for you have knowledge
of all the work I have done for you. 27 And Laban said, If you will let me
say so, do not go away; for I have seen by the signs that the Lord has been
good to me because of you. 28 Say then what your payment is to be and I
will give it. 29Then Jacob said, You have seen what I have done for you, and
how your cattle have done well under my care. 30 For before I came you
had little, and it has been greatly increased; and the Lord has given you a
blessing in everything I have done; but when am I to do something for my
family? 31 And Laban said, What am I to give you? And Jacob said, Do not
give me anything; but I will again take up the care of your flock if you will
only do this forme: 32Letme go through all yourflock today, taking out from
among themall the sheepwhicharemarkedor colouredorblack, andall the
marked or coloured goats: these will be my payment. 33And so you will be
able to putmy honour to the test in time to come; if you see amongmyflocks
anygoatswhicharenotmarkedor coloured, or any sheepwhich isnotblack,
youmay takeme for a thief. 34And Laban said, Let it be as you say. 35So that
day he took all the he-goats whichwere banded or coloured, and all the she-
goats whichweremarked or coloured or hadwhitemarks, and all the black
sheep, and gave them into the care of his sons; 36And sent them three days'
journey away: and Jacob took care of the rest of Laban's flock. 37Then Jacob
took young branches of trees, cutting off the skin so that thewhitewoodwas
seen in bands. 38And he put the banded sticks in the drinking-places where
the flock came to getwater; and they becamewith youngwhen they came to
the water. 39And because of this, the flock gave birth to young which were
marked with bands of colour. 40 These lambs Jacob kept separate; and he
put his flock in a place by themselves and not with Laban's flock. 41 And
whenever the stronger ones of the flock became with young, Jacob put the
sticks in front of them in thedrinking-places, so that theymight becomewith
young when they saw the sticks. 42But when the flocks were feeble, he did
not put the sticks before them; so that the feebler flocks were Laban's and
the strongerwere Jacob's. 43So Jacob'swealthwas greatly increased; he had
great flocks and women-servants andmen-servants and camels and asses.

31
1 Now it came to the ears of Jacob that Laban's sons were saying, Jacob

has taken away all our father's property, and in this way he has got all this
wealth. 2And Jacob saw that Laban's feeling for him was no longer what it
had been before. 3 Then the Lord said to Jacob, Go back to the land of your
fathers, and to your relations, and I will be with you. 4 And Jacob sent for
Rachel and Leah to come to him in the field among his flock. 5And he said to
them, It is clear tome that your father's feeling isno longerwhat itwas tome;
but the God of my father has been with me 6And you have seen how I have
done all inmypower for your father, 7But your father hasnot kept faithwith
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me, and ten times he has made changes in my payment; but God has kept
him from doing me damage. 8 If he said, All those in the flock which have
marks are to be yours, then all the flock gave birth to marked young; and if
he said, All the banded ones are to be yours, then all the flock had banded
young. 9 So God has taken away your father's cattle and has given them to
me. 10 And at the time when the flock were with young, I saw in a dream
that all the he-goats which were joined with the she-goats were banded and
marked and coloured. 11And in my dream the angel of the Lord said to me,
Jacob: and I said, Here am I. 12 And he said, See how all the he-goats are
banded and marked and coloured: for I have seen what Laban has done
to you. 13 I am the God of Beth-el, where you put oil on the pillar and took
an oath to me: now then, come out of this land and go back to the country
of your birth. 14 Then Rachel and Leah said to him in answer, What part
or heritage is there for us in our father's house? 15 Are we not as people
from a strange country to him? for he took a price for us and now it is all
used up. 16 For the wealth which God has taken from him is ours and our
children's; so now, whatever God has said to you, do. 17 Then Jacob put his
wives andhis sons on camels; 18And sending on before himall his cattle and
his property which he had got together in Paddan-aram, he made ready to
go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 19Now Laban had gone to see to
the cutting of thewool of his sheep; so Rachel secretly took the images of the
gods of her father's house. 20And Jacob went away secretly, without giving
news of his flight to Laban the Aramaean. 21 So he went away with all he
had, and went across the River in the direction of the hill-country of Gilead.
22And on the third day Laban had news of Jacob's flight. 23And taking the
men of his family with him, he went after him for seven days and overtook
him in the hill-country of Gilead. 24 Then God came to Laban in a dream
by night, and said to him, Take care that you say nothing good or bad to
Jacob. 25NowwhenLabanovertookhim, Jacobhadputuphis tent in thehill-
country; and Laban and his brothers put up their tents in the hill-country of
Gilead. 26And Laban said to Jacob,Why did you go away secretly, takingmy
daughters away like prisoners of war? 27Why did youmake a secret of your
flight, not giving me word of it, so that I might have sent you away with joy
and songs, with melody and music? 28 You did not even let me give a kiss
to my sons and my daughters. This was a foolish thing to do. 29 It is in my
power to do you damage: but the God of your father came to me this night,
saying, Take care that you say nothing good or bad to Jacob. 30And now, it
seems, you are going because your heart's desire is for your father's house;
but why have you taken my gods? 31 And Jacob, in answer, said to Laban,
My fear was that youmight take your daughters fromme by force. 32As for
your gods, if anyone of us has them, let him be put to death: make search
before us all for what is yours, and take it. For Jacob had no knowledge that
Rachel had taken them. 33 So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's
tent, and into the tents of the two servant-women, but they were not there;
and he came out of Leah's tent and went into Rachel's. 34Now Rachel had
taken the images, and had put them in the camels' basket, andwas seated on
them. And Laban, searching through all the tent, did not come across them.
35And she said to her father, Let not my lord be angry because I do not get
up before you, for I am in the common condition ofwomen. Andwith all his



Genesis 31:36 33 Genesis 32:7

searching, he did not come across the images. 36Then Jacob was angry with
Laban, and said,What crime or sin have I done that you have come afterme
with such passion? 37Now that you havemade search through allmy goods,
what have you seenwhich is yours? Make it clear nowbeforemypeople and
your people, so that they may be judges between us. 38 These twenty years
I have been with you; your sheep and your goats have had young without
loss, not one of your he-goats have I taken for food. 39Anything which was
wounded by beasts I did not take to you, but myself made up for the loss of
it; youmademe responsible forwhateverwas taken by thieves, by day or by
night. 40This was my condition, wasted by heat in the day and by the bitter
cold at night; and sleep went from my eyes. 41 These twenty years I have
been in your house; I was your servant for fourteen years because of your
daughters, and for six years I kept yourflock, and ten timeswasmypayment
changed. 42 If theGodofmy father, theGodofAbrahamand theFearof Isaac,
had not been with me, you would have sent me away with nothing in my
hands. But God has seen my troubles and the work of my hands, and this
night he kept you back. 43 Then Laban, answering, said, These women are
my daughters and these childrenmy children, the flocks and all you see are
mine: what nowmay I do formy daughters and for their children? 44Come,
let us make an agreement, you and I; and let it be for a witness between us.
45 Then Jacob took a stone and put it up as a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his
people, Get stones together; and they did so; and they had a meal there by
the stones. 47And the name Laban gave it was Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob
gave it the name of Galeed. 48 And Laban said, These stones are a witness
between you and me today. For this reason its name was Galeed, 49 And
Mizpah, for he said, May the Lord keep watch on us when we are unable
to see one another's doings. 50 If you are cruel tomydaughters, or if you take
otherwives in addition tomy daughters, then though noman is there to see,
Godwill be the witness between us. 51And Laban said, See these stones and
this pillarwhich I have put between you andme; 52Theywill bewitness that
I will not go over these stones to you, and you will not go over these stones
or this pillar to me, for any evil purpose. 53May the God of Abraham and
the God of Nahor, the God of their father, be our judge. Then Jacob took an
oath by the Fear of his father Isaac. 54 And Jacob made an offering on the
mountain, and gave orders to his people to take food: so they had a meal
and took their rest that night on the mountain. 55And early in the morning
Laban, after kissing and blessing his daughters, went on his way back to his
country.

32
1 And on his way Jacob came face to face with the angels of God. 2 And

when he saw them he said, This is the army of God: so he gave that place
the name of Mahanaim. 3Now Jacob sent servants before him to Esau, his
brother, in the landof Seir, the countryofEdom; 4Andhegave themorders to
say thesewords to Esau: Your servant Jacob says, Till now I have been living
with Laban: 5And I have oxen and asses and flocks and men-servants and
women-servants: and I have sent to givemy lordnews of these things so that
I may have grace in his eyes. 6When the servants came back they said, We
have seen your brother Esau and he is coming out to you, and four hundred
menwithhim. 7Then Jacobwas ingreat fearand troubleofmind: andheput
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all the people and the flocks and the herds and the camels into two groups;
8And said, If Esau, meeting one group, makes an attack on them, the others
will get away safely. 9Then Jacob said, OGod ofmy father Abraham, the God
of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to me, Go back to your country and
your family and Iwill be good toyou: 10 I am less thannothing in comparison
with all your mercies and your faith to me your servant; for with only my
stick in my hand I went across Jordan, and now I have become two armies.
11 Be my saviour from the hand of Esau, my brother: for my fear is that he
will make an attack on me, putting to death mother and child. 12 And you
said, Truly, I will be good to you, andmake your seed like the sand of the sea
which may not be numbered. 13Then he put up his tent there for the night;
and fromamonghis goodshe took, as anoffering forhis brotherEsau, 14Two
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred females and twenty
males from the sheep, 15 Thirty camels with their young ones, forty cows,
ten oxen, twenty asses, and ten young asses. 16These he gave to his servants,
every herd by itself, and he said to his servants, Go on before me, and let
there be a space between one herd and another. 17And he gave orders to the
first, saying, When my brother Esau comes to you and says, Whose servant
are you, and where are you going, and whose are these herds? 18 Then say
to him, These are your servant Jacob's; they are an offering for my lord, for
Esau; andhehimself is comingafterus. 19Andhegave the sameorders to the
second and the third and to all thosewhowerewith theherds, saying, This is
what you are to say to Esauwhen you see him; 20And you are to say further,
Jacob, your servant, is coming after us. For he said to himself, I will take
away his wrath by the offering which I have sent on, and then I will come
before him: it may be that I will have grace in his eyes. 21 So the servants
with the offerings went on in front, and he himself took his rest that night
in the tents with his people. 22 And in the night he got up, and taking with
him his two wives and the two servant-women and his eleven children, he
went over the river Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them over the stream
with all he had. 24 Then Jacob was by himself; and a man was fighting with
him till dawn. 25 But when the man saw that he was not able to overcome
Jacob, he gave him a blow in the hollow part of his leg, so that his leg was
damaged. 26 And he said to him, Let me go now, for the dawn is near. But
Jacob said, I will not let you go till you have givenme your blessing. 27Then
he said, What is your name? And he said, Jacob. 28And he said, Your name
will no longer be Jacob, but Israel: for in your fight with God and with men
you have overcome. 29 Then Jacob said, What is your name? And he said,
What is my name to you? Then he gave him a blessing. 30 And Jacob gave
that place the name of Peniel, saying, I have seen God face to face, and still
I am living. 31And while he was going past Peniel, the sun came up. And he
went with unequal steps because of his damaged leg. 32 For this reason the
children of Israel, even today, never take thatmuscle in the hollow of the leg
as food, because the hollow of Jacob's leg was touched.

33
1 Then Jacob, lifting up his eyes, saw Esau coming with his four hundred

men. So he made a division of the children between Leah and Rachel and
the two women-servants. 2He put the servants and their children in front,
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Leah and her children after them, and Rachel and Joseph at the back. 3And
he himself, going before them, went down on his face to the earth seven
times till he came near his brother. 4 Then Esau came running up to him,
and folding him in his arms, gave him a kiss: and the two of them were
overcomewithweeping. 5ThenEsau, liftinguphis eyes, saw thewomenand
the children, and said, Who are these with you? And he said, The children
whom God in his mercy has given to your servant. 6 Then the servants and
their children came near, and went down on their faces. 7 And Leah came
near with her children, and then Joseph and Rachel, and they did the same.
8And he said,What were all those herdswhich I saw on theway? And Jacob
said, Theywere an offering so that Imight have grace inmy lord's eyes. 9But
Esau said, I haveenough; keepwhat is yours,mybrother, for yourself. 10And
Jacob said, Not so; but if I have grace in your eyes, take them as a sign of my
love, for I have seen your face as one may see the face of God, and you have
been pleased with me. 11 Take my offering then, with my blessing; for God
hasbeenvery good tomeand Ihave enough: so at his strong request, he took
it. 12 And he said, Let us go on our journey together, and I will go in front.
13But Jacob said,My lordmay see that the children are only small, and there
are young ones in my flocks and herds: one day's over-driving will be the
destruction of all the flock. 14 Do you, my lord, go on before your servant;
I will come on slowly, at the rate at which the cattle and the children are
able to go, till I come to my lord at Seir. 15 And Esau said, Then keep some
of my men with you. And he said, What need is there for that, if my lord is
pleased with me? 16 So Esau, turning back that day, went on his way to Seir.
17And Jacobwent on to Succoth, where hemade a house for himself and put
up tents for his cattle: for this reason the place was named Succoth. 18 So
Jacob came safely from Paddan-aram to the town of Shechem in the land of
Canaan, and put up his tents near the town. 19 And for a hundred bits of
money he got from the children of Hamor, the builder of Shechem, the field
in which he had put up his tents. 20And there he put up an altar, naming it
El, the God of Israel.

34
1 Now Dinah, the daughter whom Leah had by Jacob, went out to see

the women of that country. 2 And when Shechem, the son of Hamor the
Hivite who was the chief of that land, saw her, he took her by force and
had connection with her. 3 Then his heart went out in love to Dinah, the
daughter of Jacob, and he said comfortingwords to her. 4And Shechem said
to Hamor, his father, Get me this girl for my wife. 5Now Jacob had word of
what Shechemhad done to his daughter; but his sonswere in the fieldswith
the cattle, and Jacob said nothing till they came. 6Then Hamor, the father of
Shechem, came out to have a talk with Jacob. 7Now the sons of Jacob came
in from the fields when they had news of it, and they were wounded and
very angry because of the shamehehaddone in Israel by having connection
with Jacob's daughter; and they said, Such a thing is not to be done. 8 But
Hamor said to them, Shechem, my son, is full of desire for your daughter:
will you then give her to him for a wife? 9And let our two peoples be joined
together; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves.
10Go on livingwith us, and the country will be open to you; do trade and get
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property there. 11And Shechem said to her father and her brothers, If you
will give ear to my request, whatever you say I will give to you. 12However
great you make the bride-price and payment, I will give it; only let me have
the girl for mywife. 13But the sons of Jacob gave a false answer to Shechem
and Hamor his father, because of what had been done to Dinah their sister.
14 And they said, It is not possible for us to give our sister to one who is
without circumcision, for that would be a cause of shame to us: 15 But on
this condition only will we come to an agreement with you: if every male
among you becomes like us and undergoes circumcision; 16 Then we will
give our daughters to you and take your daughters to us and go on living
with you as one people. 17 But if you will not undergo circumcision as we
say, thenwewill take our daughter and go. 18And theirwordswere pleasing
to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19And without loss of time the young man
did as they said, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter, and he was the
noblest of his father's house. 20 Then Hamor and Shechem, his son, went
to the meeting-place of their town, and said to the men of the town, 21 It is
the desire of these men to be at peace with us; let them then go on living
in this country and doing trade here, for the country is wide open before
them; letus take theirdaughters aswivesand letus give themourdaughters.
22 But these men will make an agreement with us to go on living with us
and to become one people, only on the condition that every male among
us undergoes circumcision as they have done. 23 Then will not their cattle
and their goods and all their beasts be ours? so let us come to an agreement
with them so that they may go on living with us. 24 Then all the men of the
town gave ear to the words of Hamor and Shechem his son; and everymale
in the town underwent circumcision. 25 But on the third day after, before
the wounds were well, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's
brothers, took their swords and came into the town by surprise and put all
the males to death. 26 And Hamor and his son they put to death with the
sword, and they took Dinah from Shechem's house and went away. 27And
the sons of Jacob came on themwhen they were wounded and made waste
the town because of what had been done to their sister; 28 They took their
flocks and their herds and their asses and everything in their town and in
their fields, 29And all their wealth and all their little ones and their wives;
everything in theirhouses they tookandmade themwaste. 30And Jacob said
to Simeon andLevi, Youhavemade trouble forme and givenmeabadname
among the people of this country, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites:
andbecauseweare small in number theywill come together againstmeand
make war onme; and it will be the end of me and all my people. 31But they
said, Were we to let himmake use of our sister as a loose woman?

35
1And God said to Jacob, Go up now to Beth-el and make your living-place

there: and put up an altar there to the Godwho came to youwhen youwere
inflight fromyourbrother Esau. 2Then Jacob said to all his people, Put away
the strange gods which are among you, andmake yourselves clean, and put
ona changeof clothing: 3And let us goup toBeth-el: and there Iwillmake an
altar to God, who gaveme an answer in the day ofmy trouble, andwaswith
me wherever I went. 4 Then they gave to Jacob all the strange gods which
they had, and the rings which were in their ears; and Jacob put them away
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under the holy tree at Shechem. 5 So they went on their journey: and the
fear of God was on the towns round about, so that they made no attack on
the sons of Jacob. 6And Jacob came to Luz in the land of Canaan (which is
the same as Beth-el), he and all his people. 7 And there he made an altar,
naming the place El-beth-el: because it was there he had the vision of God
when he was in flight from his brother. 8 And Deborah, the servant who
had taken care of Rebekah from her birth, came to her end, and was put to
rest near Beth-el, under the holy tree: and they gave it the name of Allon-
bacuth. 9Nowwhen Jacob was on his way from Paddan-aram, God came to
him again and, blessing him, said, 10 Jacob is your name, but it will be so no
longer; from now your name will be Israel; so he was named Israel. 11And
God said to him, I am God, the Ruler of all: be fertile, and have increase; a
nation, truly a group of nations, will come from you, and kings will be your
offspring; 12And the land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give to
you; and to your seed after you I will give the land. 13 Then God went up
from him in the place where he had been talking with him. 14 And Jacob
put up a pillar in the place where he had been talking with God, and put a
drink offering on it, and oil. 15And he gave to the placewhere God had been
talking with him, the name of Beth-el. 16 So they went on from Beth-el; and
while they were still some distance from Ephrath, the pains of birth came
on Rachel and she had a hard time. 17 And when her pain was very great,
the woman who was helping her said, Have no fear; for now you will have
another son. 18And in the hourwhenher lifewent fromher (for death came
to her), she gave the child the name Ben-oni: but his father gave him the
name of Benjamin. 19 So Rachel came to her end and was put to rest on the
road to Ephrath (which is Beth-lehem). 20And Jacob put up a pillar on her
resting-place; which is named, The Pillar of the resting-place of Rachel, to
this day. 21And Israel went journeying on and put up his tents on the other
side of the tower of the flock. 22Nowwhile they were living in that country,
Reuben had connectionwith Bilhah, his father's servant-woman: and Israel
had news of it. 23 Now Jacob had twelve sons: the sons of Leah: Reuben,
Jacob's first son, and Simeon and Levi and Judah and Issachar and Zebulun;
24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin; 25 The sons of Bilhah, Rachel's
servant: Dan and Naphtali; 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah's servant: Gad and
Asher; these are the sons whom Jacob had in Paddan-aram. 27 And Jacob
came to his father Isaac at Mamre, at Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, where
Abraham and Isaac had been living. 28And Isaac was a hundred and eighty
years old. 29Then Isaac came to his end andwas put to rest with his father's
people, an oldman after a long life: and Jacob and Esau, his sons, put him in
his last resting-place.

36
1 Now these are the generations of Esau, that is to say, Edom. 2 Esau's

wives were women of Canaan: Adah, the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and
Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3And
Basemath, Ishmael's daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah had a son
Eliphaz; and Basemath was the mother of Reuel; 5 Oholibamah was the
mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the sons of Esau, whose birth
took place in the land of Canaan. 6Esau took his wives and his sons and his



Genesis 36:7 38 Genesis 36:40

daughters, and all the people of his house, and his beasts and his cattle and
all his goods which he had got together in the land of Canaan, andwent into
the land of Seir, away fromhis brother Jacob. 7For their wealthwas so great
that the land was not wide enough for the two of them and all their cattle.
8 So Esau made his living-place in the hill-country of Seir (Esau is Edom).
9 And these are the generations of Esau, the father of the Edomites in the
hill-country of Seir: 10 These are the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz, the son
of Esau's wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau's wife Basemath. 11The sons
of Eliphazwere Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, andKenaz. 12And Eliphaz, the
son of Esau, had connection with a woman named Timna, who gave birth
to Amalek: all these were the children of Esau's wife Adah. 13 And these
are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: they were
the children of Esau's wife Basemath. 14 And these are the sons of Esau's
wife Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon: she was
the mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15 These were the chiefs among the
sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz, Esau's first son: Teman, Omar, Zepho,
Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, Amalek: all these were chiefs in the land of Edom,
the offspring of Eliphaz, the seed of Adah. 17And these are the sons of Esau's
son Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah,Mizzah: thesewere the chiefs of Reuel
in the land of Edom, the children of Esau's wife Basemath. 18And these are
the sons of Esau'swifeOholibamah: Jeush, Jalam, andKorah: thesewere the
chiefs who came from Esau's wife Oholibamah, daughter of Anah. 19These
were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these were their chiefs. 20 These
are the sonsof Seir theHoritewhowere living in that country; Lotan, Shobal,
Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer, andDishan: these are the chiefs of theHorites,
offspring of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 The children of Lotan were Hori
and Hemam; Lotan's sister was Timna. 23 And these are the children of
Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 And these are the
children of Zibeon: Aiah andAnah; that sameAnahwhomade thediscovery
of the water-springs in the waste land, when he was looking after the asses
of his father Zibeon. 25 And these are the children of Anah: Dishon and
Oholibamah his daughter. 26 These are the children of Dishon: Hemdan,
Eshban, Ithran, andKeran. 27These are the childrenof Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan,
and Akan. 28 These are the children of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These were
the Horite chiefs: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
Suchwere theHorite chiefs in their order in the land of Seir. 31And these are
the kings who were ruling in the land of Edom before there was any king
over the children of Israel. 32 Bela, son of Beor, was king in Edom, and the
name of his chief town was Dinhabah. 33 At his death, Jobab, son of Zerah
of Bozrah, became king in his place. 34And at the death of Jobab, Husham,
from the country of the Temanites, became king in his place. 35And at the
death of Husham, Hadad, son of Bedad, who overcame theMidianites in the
field of Moab, became king; his chief town was named Avith. 36And at the
death of Hadad, Samlah of Masrekah became king. 37 And at the death of
Samlah, Shaul of Rehoboth by the River became king in his place. 38And at
the death of Shaul, Baal-hanan, son of Achbor, became king. 39 And at the
death of Baal-hanan, Hadar became king in his place; his chief town was
named Pau, and his wife's name was Mehetabel; she was the daughter of
Matred, the daughter of Me-zahab. 40 These are the names of the chiefs of
Esau in the order of their families and their places: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth,
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41Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42Kenaz, Teman,Mibzar, 43Magdiel, Iram; these
are the Edomite chiefs, in their places in their heritage; this is Esau, the
father of the Edomites.

37
1 Now Jacob was living in the land where his father had made a place

for himself, in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob:
Joseph, a boy seventeen years old, was looking after the flock, together with
his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph
gave their father a bad account of them. 3 Now the love which Israel had
for Joseph was greater than his love for all his other children, because he
got him when he was an old man: and he had a long coat made for him.
4And because his brothers saw that Joseph was dearer to his father than all
the others, they were full of hate for him, and would not say a kind word to
him. 5Now Joseph had a dream, and he gave his brothers an account of it,
whichmade their hate greater than ever. 6And he said to them, Let me give
you the story of my dream. 7We were in the field, getting the grain stems
together, andmy grain kept upright, and yours came round and went down
on the earth before mine. 8And his brothers said to him, Are you to be our
king? will you have authority over us? And because of his dream and his
words, their hate for him became greater than ever. 9 Then he had another
dream, and gave his brothers an account of it, saying, I have had another
dream: the sun and themoon and eleven stars gave honour tome. 10And he
gave word of it to his father and his brothers; but his father protesting said,
What sort of a dream is this? am I and your mother and your brothers to
go down on our faces to the earth before you? 11And his brothers were full
of envy; but his father kept his words in mind. 12Now his brothers went to
keepwatch over their father's flock in Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph,
Are not your brothers with the flock in Shechem? come, I will send you to
them. And he said to him, Here am I. 14And he said to him, Go now, and see
if your brothers are well and how the flock is; then come back and give me
word. So he sent him out of the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
15And a man saw him wandering in the country, and said to him, What are
you looking for? 16Andhe said, I am looking formybrothers; please giveme
word of where they are keeping their flock. 17And the man said, They have
gone away from here, for they said in my hearing, Let us go to Dothan. So
Joseph went after them and came up with them at Dothan. 18But they saw
himwhenhewas a longway off, and before he camenear them theymade a
secret design against him to put him to death; 19 Saying to one another, See,
here comes this dreamer. 20 Let us now put him to death and put his body
into one of these holes, and we will say, An evil beast has put him to death:
then we will see what becomes of his dreams. 21But Reuben, hearing these
words, gothimoutof theirhands, saying, Letusnot takehis life. 22Donotput
him to a violent death, but let him be placed in one of the holes; this he said
to keephimsafe from their hands,with thepurpose of takinghimback tohis
father again. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they took off his long
coatwhich he had on; 24And they took him and put him in the hole: now the
holehadnowater in it. 25Then seating themselves, they took theirmeal: and
lookingup, they sawa travellingbandof Ishmaelites, coming fromGileadon
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their way to Egypt, with spices and perfumes on their camels. 26And Judah
said to his brothers, What profit is there in putting our brother to death and
covering up his blood? 27 Let us give him to these Ishmaelites for a price,
and let us not put violent hands on him, for he is our brother, our flesh. And
his brothers gave ear to him. 28And some traders from Midian went by; so
pulling Josephupout of thehole, they gavehim to the Ishmaelites for twenty
bits of silver, and they took him to Egypt. 29Nowwhen Reuben came back to
the hole, Joseph was not there; and giving signs of grief, 30He went back to
his brothers, and said, The child is gone; what am I to do? 31Then they took
Joseph's coat, and put on it some of the blood from a young goat which they
had put to death, 32And they took the coat to their father, and said,We came
across this; is it your son's coat or not? 33And he saw that it was, and said,
It is my son's coat; an evil beast has put him to death; without doubt Joseph
has come to a cruel end. 34Then Jacob, giving signs of grief, put on haircloth,
andwent onweeping for his son day after day. 35And all his sons and all his
daughters came to give him comfort, but hewould not be comforted, saying
with weeping, I will go down to the underworld to my son. So great was his
father's sorrow for him. 36And in Egypt the men of Midian gave him for a
price to Potiphar, a captain of high position in Pharaoh's house.

38
1 Now at that time, Judah went away from his brothers and became the

friend of a man of Adullam named Hirah. 2And there he saw the daughter
of a certain man of Canaan named Shua, and took her as his wife. 3 And
she gave birth to a son, and he gave him the name Er. 4And again she gave
birth to a son, and he gave him the name Onan. 5Then she had another son,
to whom she gave the name Shelah; she was at Chezib when the birth took
place. 6And Judah took a wife for his first son Er, and her name was Tamar.
7 Now Er, Judah's first son, did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put
him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, Go in to your brother's wife and
dowhat it is right for a husband's brother to do; make her yourwife and get
offspring for your brother. 9 But Onan, seeing that the offspring would not
be his, went in to his brother'swife, but let his seed go on to the earth, so that
hemight not get offspring for his brother. 10Andwhat he did was evil in the
eyes of the Lord, so that he put him to death, like his brother. 11Then Judah
said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, Go back to your father's house and keep
yourself asawidowtillmysonShelahbecomesaman: forhehad inhismind
the thought that death might come to him as it had come to his brothers.
So Tamar went back to her father's house. 12 And after a time, Bath-shua,
Judah's wife, came to her end; and after Judah was comforted for her loss,
he went to Timnah, where they were cutting the wool of his sheep, and his
friend Hirah of Adullam went with him. 13And when Tamar had news that
her father-in-lawwas going up to Timnah to thewool-cutting, 14She took off
her widow's clothing, and covering herself with her veil, she took her seat
near Enaim on the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was now aman,
but she had not been made his wife. 15When Judah saw her he took her to
be a loosewoman of the town, because her facewas covered. 16And turning
to her by the roadside, he said to her, Let me come in to you; for he had no
idea that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said, What will you give me
as my price? 17And he said, I will give you a young goat from the flock. And
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she said,Whatwill you givemeas a sign till you send it? 18Andhe said,What
would you have? And she said, Your ring and its cord and the stick in your
hand. So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she becamewith child
byhim. 19Thenshegotupandwentawayand tookoffherveil andputonher
widow's clothing. 20Then Judah sent his friendHirahwith the young goat, to
get back the things which he had given as a sign to the woman: but she was
not there. 21And he put questions to the men of the place, saying, Where is
the loose woman who was in Enaim by the wayside? And they said, There
was no such woman there. 22 So he went back to Judah, and said, I have not
seen her, and the men of the place say that there is no such woman there.
23 And Judah said, Let her keep the things, so that we may not be shamed;
I sent the young goat, but you did not see the woman. 24Now about three
months after this, word came to Judah that Tamar, his daughter-in-law, had
been acting like a loose woman and was with child. And Judah said, Take
her out and let her be burned. 25Andwhile shewas being taken out, she sent
word to her father-in-law, saying, Themanwhose property these things are,
is the father of my child: say then, whose are this ring and this cord and this
stick? 26 Then Judah said openly that they were his, and said, She is more
upright than I am, for I did not give her to Shelah my son. And he had no
more connection with her. 27And when the time came for her to give birth,
it was clear that there were two children in her body. 28And while she was
in the act of giving birth, one of them put out his hand; and the womanwho
was with her put a red thread round his hand, saying, This one came out
first. 29 But then he took his hand back again, and his brother came first to
birth: and thewomansaid,What anopening youhavemade for yourself! So
he was named Perez. 30And then his brother came out, with the red thread
round his hand, and he was named Zerah.

39
1 Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar the Egyptian, a

captain of high position in Pharaoh's house, got him for a price from the
Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 2 And the Lord was with Joseph,
and he did well; and he was living in the house of his master the Egyptian.
3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him, making everything he
did go well. 4And having a high opinion of Joseph as his servant, he made
him the overseer of his house and gave him control over all he had. 5And
from the time when he made him overseer and gave him control of all his
property, the blessing of the Lord was with the Egyptian, because of Joseph;
the blessing of the Lordwas on all he had, in the house and in the field. 6And
he gave Joseph control of all his property, keeping no account of anything,
but only the foodwhichwas put before him. Now Josephwas very beautiful
in form and face. 7 And after a time, his master's wife, looking on Joseph
with desire, said to him, Be my lover. 8 But he would not, and said to her,
You see that my master keeps no account of what I do in his house, and has
put all his property in my control; 9 So that no one has more authority in
this house than I have; he has kept nothing back fromme but you, because
you are his wife; how then may I do this great wrong, sinning against God?
10 And day after day she went on requesting Joseph to come to her and be
her lover, but he would not give ear to her. 11 Now one day he went into
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the house to do his work; and not one of the men of the house was inside.
12And pulling at his coat, she said, Come to my bed; but slipping out of his
coat, he went running away. 13 And when she saw that he had got away,
letting her keep his coat, 14 She sent for the men of her house and said to
them, See, he has let a Hebrew come here and make sport of us; he came to
my bed, and I gave a loud cry; 15And hearing it hewent running outwithout
his coat. 16And she kept his coat by her, till his master came back. 17 Then
she gave him the same story, saying, The Hebrew servant whom you have
taken into our house came in tomake sport ofme; 18Andwhen I gave a loud
cry he went running out without his coat. 19And hearing his wife's account
of what his servant had done, he became very angry. 20And Joseph's master
took himandput him in prison, in the placewhere the king's prisonerswere
kept inchains, andhewas there in theprison-house. 21But theLordwaswith
Joseph, and was good to him, and made the keeper of the prison his friend.
22And the keeper of the prison put all the prisoners under Joseph's control,
and he was responsible for whatever was done there. 23And the keeper of
the prison gave no attention to anything which was under his care, because
the Lord was with him; and the Lordmade everything he did go well.

40
1Nowafter these things thechief servantwhohad thecareof thewine, and

the chief bread-maker in Pharaoh's house, did something against Pharaoh's
orders; 2And Pharaohwas angrywith his two servants, with the chief wine-
servant and the chief bread-maker; 3And he put them in prison under the
care of the captain of the army, in the same prison where Joseph himself
was shut up. 4 And the captain put them in Joseph's care, and he did what
was needed for them; and they were kept in prison for some time. 5 And
these two had a dream on the same night; the chief wine-servant and the
chief bread-maker of the king of Egypt, whowere in prison, the two of them
had dreams with a special sense. 6And in the morning when Joseph came
to them he saw that they were looking sad. 7And he said to the servants of
Pharaoh who were in prison with him, Why are you looking so sad? 8Then
they said to him, We have had a dream, and no one is able to give us the
sense. And Joseph said, Does not the sense of dreams come fromGod? what
was your dream? 9 Then the chief wine-servant gave Joseph an account of
his dream, and said, Inmy dream I saw a vine beforeme; 10And on the vine
were three branches; and it seemed as if it put out buds and flowers, and
from them came grapes ready for cutting. 11And Pharaoh's cup was in my
hand, and I took the grapes and crushing them into Pharaoh's cup, gave the
cup intoPharaoh'shand. 12Then Josephsaid, This is the senseofyourdream:
the three branches are three days; 13After three days Pharaoh will give you
honour, and put you back into your place, and you will give him his cup as
you did before, when you were his wine-servant. 14 But keep me in mind
when things go well for you, and be good to me and say a good word for me
to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison: 15 For truly I was taken by force
from the land of the Hebrews; and I have done nothing for which Imight be
put in prison. 16Now when the chief bread-maker saw that the first dream
had a good sense, he said to Joseph, I had a dream; and in my dream there
were three baskets ofwhite bread onmyhead; 17And in the top basketwere
all sorts of cookedmeats for Pharaoh; and the birdswere taking them out of
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the baskets onmyhead. 18Then Joseph said, This is the sense of your dream:
the three baskets are three days; 19 After three days Pharaoh will take you
out of prison, hanging you on a tree, so that your fleshwill be food for birds.
20Now the third day was Pharaoh's birthday, and he gave a feast for all his
servants; and he gave honour to the chief wine-servant and the chief bread-
maker among the others. 21Andheput the chiefwine-servant back inhis old
place; andhe gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 22But the chief bread-maker
was put to death by hanging, as Joseph had said. 23But the wine-servant did
not keep Joseph inmind or give a thought to him.

41
1Nowafter twoyears had goneby, Pharaohhadadream; and inhis dream

he was by the side of the Nile; 2And out of the Nile came seven cows, good-
looking and fat, and their food was the river-grass. 3And after them seven
other cows came out of the Nile, poor-looking and thin; and they were by
the side of the other cows. 4 And the seven thin cows made a meal of the
seven fat cows. Then Pharaoh came out of his sleep. 5But he went to sleep
again and had a second dream, in which he saw seven heads of grain, full
and good, all on one stem. 6And after them came up seven other heads, thin
andwasted by the east wind. 7And the seven thin headsmade ameal of the
good heads. And when Pharaoh was awake he saw it was a dream. 8And in
themorninghis spiritwas troubled; andhe sent for all thewisemenofEgypt
and all the holymen, and put his dreambefore them, but no onewas able to
give him the sense of it. 9 Then the chief wine-servant said to Pharaoh, The
memory of my sin comes back to me now; 10 Pharaoh had been angry with
his servants, andhadputme inprison in thehouseof thecaptainof thearmy,
together with the chief bread-maker; 11 And we had a dream on the same
night, the two of us, and the dreams had a special sense. 12 And there was
with us a youngHebrew, the captain's servant, andwhenweput our dreams
before him, he gave us the sense of them. 13And it came about as he said: I
was put back inmyplace, and the bread-makerwas put to death byhanging.
14ThenPharaohsent for Joseph, and they tookhimquicklyoutofprison; and
when his hair had been cut and his dress changed, he came before Pharaoh.
15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I have had a dream, and no one is able to give
me the sense of it; now it has come to my ears that you are able to give the
sense of a dream when it is put before you. 16 Then Joseph said, Without
God there will be no answer of peace for Pharaoh. 17Then Pharaoh said, In
my dream I was by the side of the Nile: 18 And out of the Nile came seven
cows, fat and good-looking, and their food was the river-grass; 19Then after
them came seven other cows, very thin and poor-looking, worse than any I
ever saw in the land of Egypt; 20And the thin cowsmade ameal of the seven
fat cows who came up first; 21And even with the fat cows inside them they
seemed as bad as before. And so I came out of my sleep. 22And again in a
dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, coming up on one stem:
23And then I saw seven other heads, dry, thin, and wasted by the east wind,
coming up after them: 24And the seven thin headsmade ameal of the seven
good heads; and I put this dream before the wise men, but not one of them
was able to give me the sense of it. 25 Then Joseph said, These two dreams
have the same sense: God has made clear to Pharaoh what he is about to
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do. 26The seven fat cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain
are seven years: the two have the same sense. 27 The seven thin and poor-
looking cowswho came up after them are seven years; and the seven heads
of grain, dry and wasted by the east wind, are seven years when there will
be no food. 28As I said to Pharaohbefore, Godhasmade clear to himwhat he
is about to do. 29Seven years are coming inwhich therewill be great wealth
of grain in Egypt; 30 And after that will come seven years when there will
not be enough food; and the memory of the good years will go from men's
minds; and the land will be made waste by the bad years; 31 And men will
have nomemory of the good time because of the needwhichwill come after,
for it will be very bitter. 32And this dream came to Pharaoh twice, because
this thing is certain, and God will quickly make it come about. 33And now
let Pharaoh make search for a man of wisdom and good sense, and put him
in authority over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him put
overseers over the land of Egypt to put in store a fifth part of the produce of
the land in the good years. 35And let them get together all the food in those
good years andmake a store of grain under Pharaoh's control for the use of
the towns, and let them keep it. 36And let that food be kept in store for the
land till the sevenbadyearswhich are to come inEgypt; so that the landmay
not come to destruction through need of food. 37 And this seemed good to
Pharaoh and to all his servants. 38Then Pharaoh said to his servants,Where
may we get such a man as this, a man in whom is the spirit of God? 39And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, Seeing that God hasmade all this clear to you, there
is no other man of such wisdom and good sense as you: 40 You, then, are to
be overmyhouse, and allmypeoplewill be ruled by yourword: only as king
will I be greater than you. 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have put you
over all the land of Egypt. 42 Then Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand
and put it on Joseph's hand, and he had him clothedwith the best linen, and
put a chain of gold round his neck; 43And he made him take his seat in the
second of his carriages; and they went before him crying, Make way! So he
made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 44Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, I
amPharaoh; andwithout your order nomanmaydoanything in all the land
of Egypt. 45And Pharaoh gave Joseph the name of Zaphnath-paaneah; and
he gave him Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, the priest of On, to be his
wife. So Josephwent through all the land of Egypt. 46Now Josephwas thirty
years old when he came before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. And Joseph went
out from before the face of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt.
47Now in the seven good years the earth gave fruit in masses. 48And Joseph
got together all the food of those seven years, and made a store of food in
the towns: the produce of the fields round every town was stored up in the
town. 49So he got together a store of grain like the sand of the sea; so great a
store that after a time he gave upmeasuring it, for itmight not bemeasured.
50And before the time of need, Joseph had two sons, to whom Asenath, the
daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On, gave birth. 51 And to the first he gave
the name Manasseh, for he said, God has taken away from me all memory
of my hard life and of my father's house. 52 And to the second he gave the
name Ephraim, for he said, God has givenme fruit in the land ofmy sorrow.
53Andso the sevengoodyears inEgypt came toanend. 54Thencame thefirst
of the seven years of need as Joseph had said: and in every other land they
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were short of food; but in the land of Egypt there was bread. 55And when
all the land of Egypt was in need of food, the people came crying to Pharaoh
for bread; and Pharaoh said to the people, Go to Joseph, and whatever he
says to you, do it. 56And everywhere on the earth they were short of food;
then Joseph, opening all his store-houses, gave the people of Egypt grain for
money; so great was the need of food in the land of Egypt. 57And all lands
sent to Egypt, to Joseph, to get grain, for theneedwas great over all the earth.

42
1Now Jacob, hearing that there was grain in Egypt, said to his sons, Why

are you looking at one another? 2And he said, I have had news that there is
grain in Egypt: go down there and get grain for us, so that life and not death
may be ours. 3 So Joseph's ten brothers went down to get grain from Egypt.
4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with them, for fear, as
he said, that some evilmight come to him. 5And the sons of Israel camewith
all the others to get grain: for they were very short of food in the land of
Canaan. 6Now Joseph was ruler over all the land, and it was he who gave
out the grain to all the people of the land; and Joseph's brothers came before
him and went down on their faces to the earth. 7And when Joseph saw his
brothers, it was clear to him who they were, but he made himself strange
to them, and talking roughly to them, said, Where do you come from? And
they said, Fromthe landofCanaan, to get food. 8Nowthough Josephsawthat
thesewere his brothers, they had no ideawhohewas. 9Then thememory of
his dreams about them came back to Joseph, and he said to them, You have
come secretly to see how poor the land is. 10 And they said to him, Not so,
my lord: your servants have comewith money to get food. 11We are all one
man's sons, we are true men; we have not come with any secret purpose.
12And he said to them, No, but you have come to see how poor the land is.
13 Then they said, We your servants are twelve brothers, sons of one man
in the land of Canaan; the youngest of us is now with our father, and one
is dead. 14And Joseph said, It is as I said; you have come with some secret
purpose; 15But in this way will you be put to the test: by the life of Pharaoh,
you will not go away from this place till your youngest brother comes here.
16 Send one of your number to get your brother, and the rest of you will be
kept in prison, so that your wordsmay be tested to see if you are true; if not,
by the life of Pharaoh, your purpose is certainly secret. 17 So he put them in
prison for three days. 18And on the third day Joseph said to them, Do this,
if you would keep your lives: for I am a god-fearing man: 19 If you are true
men, let one of you be kept in prison, while you go and take grain for the
needs of your families; 20And come back to mewith your youngest brother,
so that your words may be seen to be true, and you will not be put to death.
This is what you are to do. 21 And they said to one another, Truly, we did
wrong to our brother, for we saw his grief of mind, and we did not give
ear to his prayers; that is why this trouble has come on us. 22 And Reuben
said to them, Did I not say to you, Do the child no wrong? but you gave no
attention; sonow, punishmenthas comeonus forhisblood. 23Theywerenot
conscious that the sense of their words was clear to Joseph, for he had been
talking to them through one who had knowledge of their language. 24And
turning away from them, he was overcome with weeping; then he went on
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talking to them again and took Simeon and put chains on him before their
eyes. 25Then Joseph gave orders for their bags to be made full of grain, and
for every man's money to be put back into his bag, and for food to be given
them for the journey: whichwas done. 26Then they put the bags of grain on
their asses andwent away. 27Now at their night's resting-place one of them,
opening his bag to give his ass some food, saw his money in the mouth of
the bag. 28And he said to his brothers, My money has been given back: it is
in my bag; then their hearts became full of fear, and turning to one another
they said, What is this which God has done to us? 29 So when they came to
Jacob their father, in the land of Canaan, they gave him an account of all
their experiences, saying, 30 The man who is the ruler of the country was
roughwithusandputus inprison, saying thatwehadcomewitha secret evil
purpose. 31And we said to him, We are true men, we have no evil designs;
32Weare twelvebrothers, sons of our father; one is dead, and theyoungest is
nowwith our father in the land of Canaan. 33And the ruler of the land said,
In thisway Imaybe certain that youare truemen; let oneof youbekepthere
with me, while you go and take grain for the needs of your families; 34And
come back tomewith your youngest brother: then I will be certain that you
are true men, and I will give your brother back to you and let you do trade
in the land. 35 And when they took the grain out of their bags, it was seen
that every man's parcel of money was in his bag; and when they and their
father saw the money, they were full of fear. 36And Jacob their father said
to them, You have takenmy children fromme: Joseph is gone and Simeon is
gone, and now you would take Benjamin away; all these things have come
on me. 37And Reuben said, Put my two sons to death if I do not come back
to youwith him; let him be inmy care and I will give him safely back to you.
38And he said, I will not letmy son go downwith you; for his brother is dead
and he is all I have: if evil overtakes him on the journey, then through you
will my grey head go down to the underworld in sorrow.

43
1Now the landwas in bitter need of food. 2Andwhen the grainwhich they

had got in Egypt was all used up, their father said to them, Go again and get
us a little food. 3 And Judah said to him, The man said to us with an oath,
You are not to come before me again without your brother. 4 If you will let
our brother go with us, we will go down and get food: 5 But if you will not
send him, we will not go down: for the man said to us, You are not to come
before me if your brother is not with you. 6And Israel said, Why were you
so cruel to me as to say to him that you had a brother? 7And they said, The
manput a number of questions to us about ourselves and our family, saying,
Is your father still living? have you another brother? And we had to give
him answers; how were we to have any idea that he would say, Come back
with your brother? 8Then Judah said to Israel, his father, Send the boy with
me, and let us be up and going, so that we and you and our little ones may
not come to destruction. 9 Put him into my care and make me responsible
for him: if I do not give him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for ever.
10Truly, if we had not let the time go by, we might have come back again by
now. 11 Then their father Israel said to them, If it has to be so, then do this:
take of the best fruits of the land in your vessels to give the man, perfumes
and honey and spices and nuts: 12And take twice as muchmoney with you;
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that is to say, take back the money which was put in your bags, for it may
have been an error; 13And take your brother and go back to theman: 14And
may God, the Ruler of all, give you mercy before the man, so that he may
give you back your other brother and Benjamin. If my children are to be
taken fromme; there is no help for it. 15 So they took what their father said
for the man, and twice as much money in their hands, and Benjamin, and
went on their journey to Egypt, and camebefore Joseph. 16Andwhen Joseph
saw Benjamin, he said to his chief servant, Take these men into my house,
andmake ready a meal, for they will take food with me in the middle of the
day. 17 And the servant did as Joseph said, and took the men into Joseph's
house. 18Now the men were full of fear because they had been taken into
Joseph's house and they said, It is because of themoneywhichwas put back
in our bags the first time; he is looking for something against us, so that he
may come down on us and take us and our asses for his use. 19 So they went
up to Joseph's chief servant at the door of the house, 20And said, O my lord,
we only came down the first time to get food; 21And when we came to our
night's resting-place, on opening our bags we saw that every man's money
was in the mouth of his bag, all our money in full weight: and we have it
with us to give it back; 22As well as moremoney, with which to get food: we
have no ideawhoput ourmoney in our bags. 23Then the servant said, Peace
be with you: have no fear: your God, even the God of your father, has put
wealth in your bags for you: I had yourmoney. Thenhe let Simeon come out
to them. 24 And the servant took them into Joseph's house, and gave them
water for washing their feet; and he gave their asses food. 25And they got
ready the things for Josephbeforehe came in themiddle of theday: forword
was given to them that they were to have a meal there. 26And when Joseph
came in, they gave him the things which they had for him, and went down
to the earth before him. 27 And he said, How are you? is your father well,
the old man of whom you were talking to me? is he still living? 28And they
said, Your servant, our father, is well, he is still living. And they went down
on their faces before him. 29 Then, lifting up his eyes, he saw Benjamin, his
brother, hismother's son, andhe said, Is this your youngest brother ofwhom
yougavemeword? Andhe said, Godbegood toyou,my son. 30Then Joseph's
heart went out to his brother, and he went quickly into his room, for he was
overcome with weeping. 31 Then, after washing his face, he came out, and
controlling his feelings said, Put foodbefore us. 32And they put ameal ready
for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians who
werewith himby themselves; because the Egyptiansmaynot take foodwith
the Hebrews, for that wouldmake them unclean. 33And they were all given
their seats before him in order of birth, from the oldest to the youngest: so
that they were looking at one another in wonder. 34And Joseph sent food to
them from his table, but he sent five times as much to Benjamin as to any of
the others. And they took wine freely with him.

44
1 Then he gave orders to the servant who was over his house, saying, Put

as much food into the men's bags as will go into them, and put every man's
money in the mouth of his bag; 2 And put my cup, my silver cup, in the
youngest one's bag, with his money. So he did as Joseph said. 3And at dawn
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the men, with their asses, were sent away. 4Andwhen they had gone only a
littleway out of the town, Joseph said to the servantwhowas over his house,
Go after them; and when you overtake them, say to them, Why have you
done evil in reward for good? 5 Is not this the cup fromwhichmy lord takes
wine and by which he gets knowledge of the future? Truly, you have done
evil. 6 So he overtook them and said these words to them. 7And they said to
him,Whydoesmy lord say suchwords as these? far be it fromyour servants
to do such a thing: 8 See, the money which was in the mouth of our bags we
gave back to you when we came again from Canaan: how then might we
take silver or gold from your lord's house? 9 If it comes to light that any of
your servants has done this, let him be put to death, and we will be your
lord's servants. 10And he said, Let it be as you say: he inwhose bag it is seen
will becomemy servant; and youwill not be responsible. 11Then everyman
quickly got his bagdownandundid it. 12Andhemadea search, startingwith
the oldest and endingwith the youngest; and the cupwas in Benjamin's bag.
13Then in bitter grief they put the bags on the asses again and went back to
the town. 14 So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house; and he was
still there: and they went down on their faces before him. 15 And Joseph
said,What is this thing which you have done? had you no thought that such
aman as I would have power to see what is secret? 16And Judah said, What
are we to say to my lord? how may we put ourselves right in his eyes? God
has made clear the sin of your servants: now we are in your hands, we and
the man in whose bag your cup was seen. 17Then he said, Far be it fromme
to do so: but the man who had my cup will be my servant; and you may go
back to your father in peace. 18 Then Judah came near him, and said, Let
your servant say aword inmy lord's ears, and let not yourwrath be burning
against your servant: foryouare in theplaceofPharaoh tous. 19Mylordsaid
to his servants, Have you a father or a brother? 20And we said to my lord,
Wehave an old father and a young child, whomhe hadwhen hewas old; his
brother is dead and he is the only son of his mother, and is very dear to his
father. 21And you said to your servants, Let him come down tomewith you,
so that I may see him. 22And we said to my lord, His father will not let him
go; for if hewent away his fatherwould come to his death. 23But you said to
your servants, If your youngest brother does not comewith you, youwill not
seemy face again. 24Andwhenwewent back to your servant, our father, we
gavehimanaccount ofmy lord'swords. 25Andour father said, Go again and
get us a little food. 26Andwe said, Only if our youngest brother goes with us
will we go down; for we may not see the man's face again if our youngest
brother is not with us. 27And our father said to us, You have knowledge that
my wife gave me two sons; 28The one went away fromme, and I said, Truly
he has come to a violent death; and from that time I have not seen him, 29 If
now you take this one fromme, and some evil comes to him, you will make
my grey head go down in sorrow to the underworld. 30 If then I go back to
your servant, my father, without the boy, because his life and the boy's life
are one, 31Whenhe sees that the boy is notwith us, hewill come to his death,
and our father's grey headwill go down in sorrow to the underworld. 32For
I made myself responsible for the boy to my father, saying, If I do not give
him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for ever. 33 So now let me be my
lord's servant here in place of the boy, and let him go backwith his brothers.
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34For howmay I go back tomy fatherwithout the boy, and see the evilwhich
will come onmy father?

45
1Then Joseph, unable tokeepbackhis feelingsbefore thosewhowerewith

him, gaveorders for everyone tobe sent away, andnoonewaspresentwhen
he made clear to his brothers who he was. 2And so loud was his weeping,
that it came to the ears of the Egyptians and all Pharaoh's house. 3 And
Joseph said to his brothers, I am Joseph: is my father still living? But his
brothers were not able to give him an answer for theywere troubled before
him. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me. And they came
near, And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom you sent into Egypt.
5 Now do not be troubled or angry with yourselves for sending me away,
because God sent me before you to be the saviour of your lives. 6 For these
two years have been years of need, and there are still five more years to
come in which there will be no ploughing or cutting of grain. 7God sent me
before you to keep you and yours living on earth so that you might become
a great nation. 8 So now it was not you who sent me here, but God: and he
hasmademe as a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and ruler over
all the land of Egypt. 9 Now go quickly to my father, and say to him, Your
son Joseph says, God has made me ruler over all the land of Egypt: come
down to me straight away: 10 The land of Goshen will be your living-place,
andyouwill benearme; youandyourchildrenandyourchildren's children,
and your flocks and herds and all you have: 11And there I will take care of
you, so that you and your family may not be in need, for there are still five
bad years to come. 12Now truly, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see, that it is my mouth which says these things to you. 13 Give
my father word of all my glory in Egypt and of all you have seen; and come
backquicklywithmy father. 14Then,weeping, he tookBenjamin inhis arms,
and Benjamin himself was weeping on Joseph's neck. 15Then he gave a kiss
to all his brothers, weeping over them; and after that his brothers had no
fear of talking to him. 16And news of these things went through Pharaoh's
house, and it was said that Joseph's brotherswere come; and it seemed good
to Pharaoh and his servants. 17 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Say to your
brothers, Put your goods on your beasts and go back to the land of Canaan;
18 And get your father and your families and come back to me: and I will
give you all the good things of Egypt, and the fat of the land will be your
food. 19And say to them, This you are to do: take carts from the land of Egypt
for your little ones and for your wives, and get your father and come back.
20And take no thought for your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is
yours. 21And the childrenof Israel did ashe said; and Josephgave themcarts
as had been ordered by Pharaoh, and food for their journey. 22To every one
of them he gave three changes of clothing; but to Benjamin he gave three
hundred bits of silver and five changes of clothing. 23 And to his father he
sent ten asses with good things from Egypt on their backs, and ten she-asses
with grain and bread and food for his father on the journey. 24And he sent
his brothers on their way, and said to them, See that you have no argument
on the road. 25 So they went up from Egypt and came to the land of Canaan,
to their father Jacob. 26 And they said to him, Joseph is living, and is ruler
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over all the land of Egypt. And at thisword Jacobwas quite overcome, for he
had no faith in it. 27And they gave him an account of everything Joseph had
said to them; andwhen he saw the cartswhich Joseph had sent for them, his
spirit cameback to him: 28And Israel said, It is enough: Josephmy son is still
living; I will go and see him before my death.

46
1And Israel went on his journey with all he had, and came to Beer-sheba,

where he made offerings to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God said to
Israel in a night-vision, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 3And he said,
I am God, the God of your father: go down to Egypt without fear, for I will
make a great nation of you there: 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and
I will see that you come back again, and at your death Joseph will put his
hands on your eyes. 5Then Jacob went on from Beer-sheba; and the sons of
Jacob took their father and their little ones and theirwives in the cartswhich
Pharaoh had sent for them. 6 And they took their cattle and all the goods
which they had got in the land of Canaan, and came to Egypt, even Jacob and
all his seed: 7His sons and his sons' sons, his daughters and his daughters'
sonsandall his familyhe tookwithhimintoEgypt. 8And theseare thenames
of the children of Israel who came into Egypt, even Jacob and all his sons:
Reuben, Jacob's oldest son; 9And the sons of Reuben: Hanoch and Pallu and
Hezron and Carmi; 10And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and Ohad
and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul, the son of a woman of Canaan; 11And the
sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; 12 And the sons of Judah: Er
and Onan and Shelah and Perez and Zerah: but Er and Onan had come to
their death in the land of Canaan; and the sons of Perez were Hezron and
Hamul. 13 And the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah and Job and Shimron;
14And the sons of Zebulun: Sered and Elon and Jahleel; 15All these, together
with his daughter Dinah, were the children of Leah, whom Jacob had by her
in Paddan-aram; they were thirty-three in number. 16And the sons of Gad:
ZiphionandHaggi, Shuni andEzbon, Eri andArodi andAreli; 17And the sons
of Asher: Jimnah and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah, and Sarah, their sister;
and the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 18 These are the children of
Zilpah, whomLaban gave to his daughter Leah, and Jacob had these sixteen
children by her. 19 The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.
20And Joseph had Manasseh and Ephraim in the land of Egypt, by Asenath,
the daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On. 21And the sons of Benjamin were
BelahandBecher andAshbel, GeraandNaaman, Ehi andRosh,Muppimand
Huppim and Ard. 22All these were the children of Rachel whom Jacob had
by her, fourteen persons. 23 And the son of Dan was Hushim. 24 And the
sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel and Guni and Jezer and Shillem. 25These were the
children of Bilhah,whomLaban gave to his daughter Rachel, sevenpersons.
26All the persons who camewith Jacob into Egypt, the offspring of his body,
were sixty-six, without taking into account the wives of Jacob's sons. 27And
the sons of Joseph whom he had in Egypt were two. Seventy persons of the
family of Jacob came into Egypt. 28 Now he had sent Judah before him to
Goshen, to get word from Joseph; and so they came to the land of Goshen.
29And Josephgothis carriage readyandwent toGoshen for themeetingwith
his father; and when he came before him, he put his arms round his neck,
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weeping. 30And Israel said to Joseph, Now that I have seen you living again,
I am ready for death. 31And Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's
people, I will go and give the news to Pharaoh, and say to him, My brothers
and my father's people, from the land of Canaan, have come to me; 32And
these men are keepers of sheep and owners of cattle, and have with them
their flocks and their herds and all they have. 33Now when Pharaoh sends
for youand says,What is yourbusiness? 34Youare to say, Your servantshave
been keepers of cattle from our early days up to now, like our fathers; in
this way youwill be able to have the land of Goshen for yourselves; because
keepers of sheep are unclean in the eyes of the Egyptians.

47
1Then Josephwent to Pharaoh, and said, My father andmy brothers with

their flocks and their herds and all they have, are come from Canaan, and
are now in the land of Goshen. 2And he took five of his brothers to Pharaoh.
3 And Pharaoh said to them, What is your business? And they said, Your
servants are keepers of sheep, as our fatherswere before us. 4And they said
to Pharaoh,We have come tomake a living in this land, because we have no
grass for our flocks in the land of Canaan; so now let your servants make a
place for themselves in the land of Goshen. 5 And Pharaoh said to Joseph,
Let them have the land of Goshen; and if there are any able men among
them, put them over my cattle. 6 And Jacob and his sons came to Joseph
in Egypt, and when word of it came to the ears of Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
he said to Joseph, Your father and brothers have come to you; all the land
of Egypt is before you; let your father and your brothers have the best of
the land for their resting-place. 7 Then Joseph made his father Jacob come
before Pharaoh, and Jacob gave himhis blessing. 8And Pharaoh said to him,
How old are you? 9And Jacob said, The years ofmywanderings have been a
hundred and thirty; small in number and full of sorrowhave been the years
of my life, and less than the years of the wanderings of my fathers. 10And
Jacob gave Pharaoh his blessing, and went out from before him. 11 And
Josephmadeaplace forhis fatherandhisbrothers, andgave themaheritage
in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh
had given orders. 12And Joseph took care of his father and his brothers and
allhis father'speople, giving themfood for theneedsof their families. 13Now
therewas no food to be had in all the land, so that all Egypt andCanaanwere
wasted from need of food. 14And all the money in Egypt and in the land of
Canaanwhich had been given for grain, came into the hands of Joseph: and
he put it in Pharaoh's house. 15Andwhenall themoney in Egypt andCanaan
was gone, the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, Give us bread; would you
have us come to destruction before your eyes? for we have nomoremoney.
16And Joseph said, Giveme your cattle; I will give you grain in exchange for
your cattle if yourmoney is all gone. 17So they took their cattle to Joseph and
he gave them bread in exchange for their horses and flocks and herds and
asses, so all that year he gave them food in exchange for their cattle. 18And
when that yearwas ended, they came tohim in the secondyear, and said,We
may not keep it from our lord's knowledge that all our money is gone, and
all the herds of cattle aremy lord's; there is nothingmore to givemy lord but
our bodies and our land; 19Are we to come to destruction before your eyes,
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we and our land? take us and our land and give us bread; and we and our
land will be servants to Pharaoh; and give us seed so that we may have life
and the landmay not becomewaste. 20So Joseph got all the land in Egypt for
Pharaoh; for every Egyptian gave up his land in exchange for food, because
of their greatneed; soall the landbecamePharaoh's. 21Andas for thepeople,
hemade servants of them, town by town, fromone end of Egypt to the other.
22Only he did not take the land of the priests, for the priests had their food
given them by Pharaoh, and having what Pharaoh gave them, they had no
need to give up their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people, I have made
you and your land this day the property of Pharaoh; here is seed for you to
put in your fields. 24Andwhen the grain is cut, you are to give a fifth part to
Pharaoh, and fourpartswill beyours for seedand food, and foryour families
and your little ones. 25 And they said to him, Truly you have kept us from
death; may we have grace in your eyes, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.
26Then Josephmade a lawwhich is in force to this day, that Pharaoh was to
have the fifth part; only the land of the priests did not become his. 27 And
so Israel was living among the Egyptians in the land of Goshen; and they got
property there, and became very great in numbers and in wealth. 28 And
Jacob was living in the land of Goshen for seventeen years; so the years of
his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 29And the time of his death came
near, and he sent for his son Joseph and said to him, If now I am dear to you,
put your hand undermy leg and take an oath that youwill not putme to rest
in Egypt; 30But when I go to my fathers, you are to take me out of Egypt and
put me to rest in their last resting-place. And he said, I will do so. 31And he
said, Takeanoath tome; andhe tookanoath tohim: and Israel gaveworship
on the bed's head.

48
1Now after these things, word came to Joseph that his father was ill: and

he took with him his sons Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And when they said
to Jacob, Your son Joseph is coming to see you: then Israel, getting all his
strength together, hadhimself lifted up inhis bed. 3And Jacob said to Joseph,
God, the Ruler of all, came to me in a vision at Luz in the land of Canaan,
and gaveme his blessing, 4And said tome, Truly, I will make you fertile and
give you increase and will make of you a great family of nations: and I will
give this land to your seed after you to be their heritage for ever. 5And now
your two sons who came to birth in Egypt before I came to you here, are
mine; Ephraim andManasseh will be mine, in the sameway as Reuben and
Simeon are. 6 And any other offspring which you have after them, will be
yours, and will be named after their brothers in their heritage. 7And as for
me, when I came from Paddan, death overtook Rachel on the way, whenwe
were still somedistance fromEphrath; and I put her to rest there on the road
to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. 8Then Israel, looking at Joseph's sons, said,
Who are these? 9And Joseph said to his father, They aremy sons, whomGod
hasgivenme in this land. Andhe said, Let themcomenearme, and Iwill give
themablessing. 10Nowbecause Israelwas old, his eyeswereno longer clear,
and he was not able to see. So hemade them come near to him, and he gave
them a kiss, folding them in his arms. 11And Israel said to Joseph, I had no
hope of seeing your face again, but God in his mercy has let me see you and
your children. 12Then Joseph took them from between his knees, and went
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down on his face to the earth. 13 Then taking Ephraim with his right hand,
Joseph put him at Israel's left side, and with his left hand he put Manasseh
at Israel's right side, placing them near him. 14And Israel, stretching out his
right hand, put it on the head of Ephraim, the younger, and his left hand
on the head of Manasseh, crossing his hands on purpose, for Manasseh was
the older. 15And he gave Joseph a blessing, saying, May the God towhommy
fathers, Abrahamand Isaac, gaveworship, theGodwhohas takencareofme
all my life till this day, 16 The angel who has been my saviour from all evil,
send his blessing on these children: and let my name and the name of my
fathers, Abraham and Isaac, be given to them; and let them become a great
nation in the earth. 17Nowwhen Joseph saw that his father had put his right
hand on the head of Ephraim, it did not seem right to him; and lifting his
father's hand he would have put it on the head of Manasseh. 18And Joseph
said to his father, Not so, my father, for this is the older; put your right hand
on his head. 19 But his father would not, saying, I am doing it on purpose,
my son; he will certainly become a nation and a great one; but his younger
brother will be greater than he, and his seed will become a great family of
nations. 20 So he gave them his blessing that day, saying, You will be the
sign of blessing in Israel, for they will say, May God make you like Ephraim
andManasseh; and he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21Then Israel said to
Joseph, Nowmy death is near; but Godwill be with you, guiding you back to
the land of your fathers. 22And I have given you more than your brothers,
even Shechem as your heritage, which I took from the Amorites with my
sword andmy bow.

49
1 And Jacob sent for his sons, and said, Come together, all of you, so that

I may give you news of your fate in future times. 2 Come near, O sons of
Jacob, and give ear to the words of Israel your father. 3 Reuben, you are
my oldest son, the first-fruit of my strength, first in pride and first in power:
4 But because you were uncontrolled, the first place will not be yours; for
you went up to your father's bed, even his bride-bed, and made it unclean.
5 Simeon and Levi are brothers; deceit and force are their secret designs.
6 Take no part in their secrets, O my soul; keep far away, O my heart, from
their meetings; for in their wrath they put men to death, and for their
pleasure even oxen were wounded. 7 A curse on their passion for it was
bitter; and on their wrath for it was cruel. I will let their heritage in Jacob
be broken up, driving them from their places in Israel. 8To you, Judah, will
yourbrothers givepraise: yourhandwill be on theneckof yourhaters; your
father's sons will go down to the earth before you. 9 Judah is a young lion;
like a lion full of meat you have become great, my son; now he takes his
rest like a lion stretched out and like an old lion; by whom will his sleep be
broken? 10The rod of authoritywill not be taken from Judah, and hewill not
be without a law-giver, till he comes who has the right to it, and the peoples
will put themselves under his rule. 11Knotting his ass's cord to the vine, and
his young ass to the best vine; washing his robe in wine, and his clothing in
the blood of grapes: 12His eyes will be dark with wine, and his teeth white
with milk. 13 The resting-place of Zebulun will be by the sea, and he will be
a harbour for ships; the edge of his land will be by Zidon. 14 Issachar is a
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strong ass stretched out among the flocks: 15And he saw that rest was good
and the landwaspleasing; sohe let themputweightsonhisbackandbecame
a servant. 16Danwill be the judge of his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.
17 May Dan be a snake in the way, a horned snake by the road, biting the
horse's foot so that the horseman has a fall. 18 I have been waiting for your
salvation, O Lord. 19Gad, an army will come against him, but he will come
down on them in their flight. 20Asher's bread is fat; he gives delicate food
for kings. 21 Naphtali is a roe let loose, giving fair young ones. 22 Joseph
is a young ox, whose steps are turned to the fountain; 23He was troubled
by the archers; they sent out their arrows against him, cruelly wounding
him: 24 But their bows were broken by a strong one, and the cords of their
arms were cut by the Strength of Jacob, by the name of the Stone of Israel:
25 Even by the God of your father, who will be your help, and by the Ruler
of all, who will make you full with blessings from heaven on high, blessings
of the deep stretched out under the earth, blessings of the breasts and of the
fertile body: 26 Blessings of sons, old and young, to the father: blessings of
the oldest mountains and the fruit of the eternal hills: let them come on the
head of Joseph, on the crown of him who was separate from his brothers.
27Benjamin is a wolf, searching for meat: in the morning he takes his food,
and in the evening he makes division of what he has taken. 28These are the
twelve tribes of Israel: and these are the words their father said to them,
blessing them; to every one he gave his blessing. 29 And he gave orders to
them, saying, Put me to rest with my people and with my fathers, in the
hollow of the rock in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 In the rock in the field
of Machpelah, nearMamre in the land of Canaan, which Abraham got from
Ephron the Hittite, to be his resting-place. 31 There Abraham and Sarah his
wife were put to rest, and there they put Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and
there I put Leah to rest. 32 In the rock in the field which was got for a price
from the people of Heth. 33 And when Jacob had come to the end of these
words to his sons, stretching himself on his bed, he gave up his spirit, and
went the way of his people.

50
1And Joseph put his head down on his father's face, weeping and kissing

him. 2 And Joseph gave orders to his servants who had the necessary
knowledge, to make his father's body ready, folding it in linen with spices,
and they did so. 3 And the forty days needed for making the body ready
went by: and there was weeping for him among the Egyptians for seventy
days. 4 And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph said to
the servants of Pharaoh, If now you have love for me, say these words to
Pharaoh: 5My father made me take an oath, saying, When I am dead, put
me to rest in the place I have made ready for myself in the land of Canaan.
So now let me go and put my father in his last resting-place, and I will come
backagain. 6AndPharaohsaid, Goupandputyour father to rest, asyougave
your oath to him. 7 So Joseph went up to put his father in his last resting-
place; and with him went all the servants of Pharaoh, and the chief men
of his house and all the chiefs of the land of Egypt, 8 And all the family of
Joseph, and his brothers and his father's people: only their little ones and
their flocks and herds they did not take with them from the land of Goshen.
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9And carriages went up with him and horsemen, a great army. 10And they
came to the grain-floor of Atad on the other side of Jordan, and there they
gave the last honours to Jacob, with great and bitter sorrow, weeping for
their father for seven days. 11And when the people of the land, the people
of Canaan, at the grain-floor of Atad, saw their grief, they said, Great is the
grief of the Egyptians: so the place was named Abel-mizraim, on the other
side of Jordan. 12 So his sons did as he had given them orders to do: 13 For
they took him into the land of Canaan and put him to rest in the hollow rock
in the field of Machpelah, which Abraham got with the field, for a resting-
place, from Ephron the Hittite at Mamre. 14And when his father had been
put to rest, Joseph and his brothers and all who had gone with him, went
back to Egypt. 15Now after the death of their father, Joseph's brothers said
to themselves, It may be that Joseph's heart will be turned against us, and
he will give us punishment for all the evil which we did to him. 16 So they
sent word to Joseph, saying, Your father, before his death, gave us orders,
saying, 17 You are to say to Joseph, Let the wrongdoing of your brothers be
overlooked, and the evil they did to you: now, if it is your pleasure, let the
sinof the servantsof your father'sGodhave forgiveness. Andat thesewords,
Josephwasovercomewithweeping. 18Thenhisbrotherswent, and fallingat
his feet, said, Truly, we are your servants. 19And Joseph said, Have no fear:
am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, it was in your mind to do me evil,
but God has given a happy outcome, the salvation of numbers of people, as
you see today. 21 So now, have no fear: for I will take care of you and your
little ones. So he gave them comfort with kind words. 22 Now Joseph and
all his father's family went on living in Egypt: and the years of Joseph's life
were a hundred and ten. 23And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third
generation: and the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, came to birth
on Joseph's knees. 24Then Joseph said to his brothers, The time of my death
has come; but God will keep you in mind and take you out of this land into
the landwhich he gave by his oath to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 25Then
Joseph made the children of Israel take an oath, saying, God will certainly
give effect to his word, and you are to take my bones away from here. 26 So
Joseph came to his death, being a hundred and ten years old: and theymade
his body ready, and he was put in a chest in Egypt.
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The Second Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1Now these are the names of the sons of Israelwho came into Egypt; every

man and his family came with Jacob. 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5All
the offspring of Jacob were seventy persons: and Joseph had come to Egypt
before them. 6Then Joseph came to his end, and all his brothers, and all that
generation. 7And the children of Israel were fertile, increasing very greatly
in numbers and in power; and the land was full of them. 8Now a new king
cametopower inEgypt,whohadnoknowledgeof Joseph. 9Andhesaid tohis
people, See, the people of Israel are greater in number and in power thanwe
are: 10Let us take care for fear that their numbersmaybecome even greater,
and if there is a war, they may be joined with those who are against us, and
make an attack on us, and go up out of the land. 11 So they put overseers of
forcedwork over them, in order tomake their strength less by theweight of
their work. And they made store-towns for Pharaoh, Pithom and Raamses.
12But the more cruel they were to them, the more their number increased,
till all the landwas full of them. And the children of Israel were hated by the
Egyptians. 13And they gave the children of Israel even harder work to do:
14Andmade their lives bitterwithhardwork,makingbuilding-material and
bricks, and doing all sorts ofwork in the fields under the hardest conditions.
15And thekingof Egypt said to theHebrewwomenwhogavehelp at the time
of childbirth (the name of the one was Shiphrah and the name of the other
Puah), 16Whenyou are looking after theHebrewwomen in childbirth, if it is
a son you are to put him to death; but if it is a daughter, shemay go on living.
17But thewomenhad the fearofGod, anddidnotdoas thekingofEgypt said,
but let the male children go on living. 18And the king of Egypt sent for the
women, and said to them,Whyhave youdone this, and let themale children
go on living? 19And they said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptian women, for they are strong, and the birth takes place
before we come to them. 20 And the blessing of God was on these women:
and the people were increased in number and became very strong. 21And
because the women who took care of the Hebrew mothers had the fear of
God, he gave them families. 22 And Pharaoh gave orders to all his people,
saying, Every son who comes to birth is to be put into the river, but every
daughter may go on living.

2
1Now aman of the house of Levi took as his wife a daughter of Levi. 2And

she became with child and gave birth to a Son; and when she saw that he
was a beautiful child, she kept him secretly for three months. 3 And when
she was no longer able to keep him secret, she made him a basket out of the
stems of water-plants, pasting sticky earth over it to keep thewater out; and
placing the baby in it she put it among the plants by the edge of the Nile.
4 And his sister took her place at a distance to see what would become of
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him. 5Now Pharaoh's daughter came down to the Nile to take a bath, while
her women were walking by the riverside; and she saw the basket among
the river-plants, and sent her servant-girl to get it. 6And opening it, she saw
the child, and he was crying. And she had pity on him, and said, This is one
of the Hebrews' children. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, May
I go and get you one of the Hebrew women to give him the breast? 8 And
Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the girl went and got the child's
mother. 9And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Take the child away and give
it milk for me, and I will give you payment. And the woman took the child
and gave it milk at her breast. 10Andwhen the childwas older, she took him
to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son, and she gave him the name
Moses, Because, she said, I took him out of the water. 11Now when Moses
had become a man, one day he went out to his people and saw how hard
their work was; and he saw an Egyptian giving blows to a Hebrew, one of
his people. 12And turning this way and that, and seeing no one, he put the
Egyptian to death, covering his body with sand. 13And he went out the day
after and saw twoof theHebrewsfighting: andhe said tohimwhowas in the
wrong, Why are you fighting your brother? 14And he said, Who made you
a ruler and a judge over us? are you going to put me to death as you did the
Egyptian? AndMoseswas in fear, and said, It is clear that the thing has come
to light. 15Nowwhen Pharaoh had news of this, hewould have putMoses to
death. But Moses went in flight from Pharaoh into the land of Midian: and
he took his seat by a water-spring. 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters: and they came to get water for their father's flock. 17 And the
keepers of the sheep came up and were driving them away; but Moses got
up and came to their help, watering their flock for them. 18And when they
came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that you have come back so
quickly today? 19 And they said, An Egyptian came to our help against the
keepers of sheep and got water for us and gave it to the flock. 20And he said
tohis daughters,Where is he? whyhaveyou let themango? makehimcome
in and give him a meal. 21 And Moses was happy to go on living with the
man; and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses. 22And she gave birth to
a son, to whom he gave the name Gershom: for he said, I have been living
in a strange land. 23Now after a long time the king of Egypt came to his end:
and the children of Israelwere crying in their grief under theweight of their
work, and their cry for help came to the ears of God. 24And at the sound of
their weeping the agreementwhich God hadmadewith Abrahamand Isaac
and Jacob came to his mind. 25And God's eyes were turned to the children
of Israel and he gave them the knowledge of himself.

3
1 Now Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the

priest ofMidian: andhe took theflock to thebackof thewaste landandcame
to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2And the angel of the Lord was seen by him
in a flame of fire coming out of a thorn-tree: and he saw that the treewas on
fire, but it was not burned up. 3AndMoses said, I will go and see this strange
thing, why the tree is not burned up, 4And when the Lord saw him turning
to one side to see, God said his name out of the tree, crying, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am I. 5And he said, Do not come near: take off your shoes
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from your feet, for the place where you are is holy. 6And he said, I am the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. And Moses kept his face covered for fear of looking on God. 7 And
God said, Truly, I have seen the grief of my people in Egypt, and their cry
because of their cruel masters has come tomy ears; for I have knowledge of
their sorrows; 8And I have come down to take them out of the hands of the
Egyptians, guiding them out of that land into a good land and wide, into a
land flowing with milk and honey; into the place of the Canaanite and the
Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.
9 For now, truly, the cry of the children of Israel has come to me, and I have
seen the cruel behaviour of the Egyptians to them. 10Come, then, and I will
send you to Pharaoh, so that youmay takemy people, the children of Israel,
out of Egypt. 11And Moses said to God, Who am I to go to Pharaoh and take
the children of Israel out of Egypt? 12And he said, Truly I will be with you;
and thiswill be the sign to you that I have sent you: when youhave taken the
childrenof IsraeloutofEgypt, youwill giveworship toGodon thismountain.
13And Moses said to God, When I come to the children of Israel and say to
them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you: and they say to me,What
is his name? what am I to say to them? 14And God said to him, I AMWHAT I
AM: andhe said, Say to the children of Israel, I AMhas sentme to you. 15And
Godwenton to say toMoses, Say to thechildrenof Israel, TheLord, theGodof
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has sentme to you:
this is my name for ever, and this is my sign to all generations. 16Go and get
together the chiefs of the children of Israel, and say to them, The Lord, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has been
seen byme, and has said, Truly I have taken up your cause, because of what
isdone toyou inEgypt; 17AndIhavesaid, Iwill takeyouupoutof the sorrows
of Egypt into the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, into a land flowing with milk
and honey. 18And they will give ear to your voice: and you, with the chiefs
of Israel, will go to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and say to him, The Lord, the
God of the Hebrews, has come to us: let us then go three days' journey into
the waste land to make an offering to the Lord our God. 19And I am certain
that thekingof Egyptwill not let yougowithout being forced. 20But Iwill put
outmyhandandovercomeEgyptwithall thewonderswhich Iwill doamong
them: and after that he will let you go. 21And I will give this people grace in
the eyes of the Egyptians, so that when you go out you will go out with your
hands full. 22 For every woman will get from her neighbour and from the
woman living in her house, ornaments of silver and gold, and clothing; and
youwill put them on your sons and your daughters; youwill take the best of
their goods from the Egyptians.

4
1And Moses, answering, said, It is certain that they will not have faith in

me or give ear to my voice; for they will say, You have not seen the Lord.
2And the Lord said to him, What is that in your hand? And he said, A rod.
3And he said, Put it down on the earth. And he put it down on the earth and
it became a snake; and Moses went running from it. 4And the Lord said to
Moses, Put out your hand and take it by the tail: (andhe put out his hand and
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tooka grip of it and it becamea rod inhis hand:) 5So that theymaybe certain
that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob, hasbeen seenbyyou. 6Then theLord said tohimagain, Put yourhand
inside your clothing. And he put his hand inside his robe: andwhen he took
it out it was like the hand of a leper, aswhite as snow. 7And he said, Put your
hand inside your robe again. (And he put his hand into his robe again, and
when he took it out he saw that it had become like his other flesh.) 8And if
they donot have faith in you or give ear to the voice of the first sign, theywill
have faith in the second sign. 9And if they have no faith even in these two
signs andwill not give ear to your voice, then you are to take thewater of the
Nile and put it on the dry land: and the water you take out of the river will
become blood on the dry land. 10And Moses said to the Lord, O Lord, I am
not a man of words; I have never been so, and am not now, even after what
you have said to your servant: for talking is hard for me, and I am slow of
tongue. 11And the Lord said to him,Whohasmademan'smouth? who takes
away a man's voice or hearing, or makes him seeing or blind? Is it not I, the
Lord? 12So go now, and I will be with yourmouth, teaching youwhat to say.
13Andhe said, OLord, send, if youwill, by thehandof anyonewhomit seems
good to you to send. 14And the Lordwas angrywithMoses, and said, Is there
not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? To my knowledge he is good at talking.
And now he is coming out to you: and when he sees you he will be glad in
his heart. 15Let him give ear to your voice, and youwill put mywords in his
mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his, teaching you what you
have to do. 16And he will do the talking for you to the people: he will be to
you as a mouth and you will be to him as God. 17And take in your hand this
rod with which you will do the signs. 18And Moses went back to Jethro, his
father-in-law, and said to him, Let me go back now to my relations in Egypt
and see if they are still living. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 19And
the Lord said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt, for all the men are dead
who were attempting to take your life. 20 And Moses took his wife and his
sons and put them on an ass andwent back to the land of Egypt: and he took
the rod of God in his hand. 21And the Lord said toMoses,When you go back
to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have given
you power to do: but Iwillmake his heart hard and hewill not let the people
go. 22And you are to say to Pharaoh, The Lord says, Israel is the first of my
sons: 23 And I said to you, Let my son go, so that he may give me worship;
and you did not let him go: so now I will put the first of your sons to death.
24Now on the journey, at the night's resting-place, the Lord came in his way
and would have put him to death. 25Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and
cutting off the skin of her son's private parts, and touching his feet with it,
she said, Truly you are a husband of blood to me. 26 So he let him go. Then
she said, You are a husband of blood because of the circumcision. 27And the
Lord said to Aaron, Go into the waste land and you will see Moses. So he
went and came across Moses at the mountain of God, and gave him a kiss.
28And Moses gave Aaron an account of all the words of the Lord which he
had sent him to say, and of all the signswhich he had given himorders to do.
29ThenMoses and Aaronwent and got together all the chiefs of the children
of Israel: 30AndAaron said to themall thewords the Lord had said toMoses,
and did the signs before all the people. 31And the people had faith in them;
and hearing that the Lord had taken up the cause of the children of Israel
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and had seen their troubles, with bent heads they gave himworship.

5
1Andafter that,Moses andAaroncame toPharaoh, and said, TheLord, the

Godof Israel, says, Letmypeople go so that theymaykeepa feast tome in the
waste land. 2And Pharaoh said,Who is the Lord, to whose voice I am to give
ear and let Israel go? I have no knowledge of the Lord and Iwill not let Israel
go. 3And they said, The God of the Hebrews has come to us: let us then go
three days' journey into the waste land to make an offering to the Lord our
God, so that he may not send death on us by disease or the sword. 4And the
king of Egypt said to them, Why do you, Moses and Aaron, take the people
away from theirwork? get back to yourwork. 5AndPharaoh said, Truly, the
people of the land are increasing in number, and you are keeping themback
from their work. 6 The same day Pharaoh gave orders to the overseers and
those who were responsible for the work, saying, 7Give these men nomore
dry stems for their brick-making as youhavebeendoing; let themgoand get
the material for themselves. 8 But see that they make the same number of
bricks as before, and no less: for they have no love forwork; and so they are
crying out and saying, Let us go andmake an offering to our God. 9Give the
men harderwork, and see that they do it; let themnot give attention to false
words. 10And the overseers of the people and their responsible men went
out and said to the people, Pharaoh says, I will give you no more dry stems.
11Go yourselves and get dry stems wherever you are able; for your work is
not tobeany less. 12So thepeoplewere sent inall directions through the land
ofEgypt to getdrygrass for stems. 13And theoverseerswentondriving them
and saying, Do your full day'swork as beforewhen therewere dry stems for
you. 14And the responsible men of the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh's
overseers had put over them, were given blows, and they said to them,Why
have you not done your regular work, in making bricks as before? 15 Then
the responsible men of the children of Israel came to Pharaoh, protesting
and saying,Why are you acting in this way to your servants? 16They give us
no dry stems and they say to us, Make bricks: and they give your servants
blows; but it is your people who are in the wrong. 17 But he said, You have
no love for work: that is why you say, Let us go and make an offering to the
Lord. 18Go now, get back to your work; no dry stems will be given to you,
but you are to make the full number of bricks. 19Then the responsible men
of the children of Israel saw that they were purposing evil when they said,
The number of brickswhich you have tomake every daywill be no less than
before. 20 And they came face to face with Moses and Aaron, who were in
their waywhen they came out from Pharaoh: 21And they said to them, May
the Lord take note of you and be your judge; for you have given Pharaoh
and his servants a bad opinion of us, putting a sword in their hands for our
destruction. 22And Moses went back to the Lord and said, Lord, why have
you done evil to this people? why have you sent me? 23 For from the time
when I came to Pharaoh to put your words before him, he has done evil to
this people, and you have given them no help.

6
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Now you will see what I am about to do to
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Pharaoh; for by a strong hand he will be forced to let them go, driving them
out of his land because of my outstretched arm. 2 And God said to Moses,
I am Yahweh: 3 I let myself be seen by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God,
the Ruler of all; but they had no knowledge of my name Yahweh. 4 And I
made an agreement with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of
their wanderings. 5And truly my ears are open to the cry of the children of
Israel whom the Egyptians keep under their yoke; and I have kept in mind
my agreement. 6 Say then to the children of Israel, I am Yahweh, and I will
take you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians, andmake you safe from
their power, and will make you free by the strength of my arm after great
punishments. 7And I will take you to be my people and I will be your God;
and you will be certain that I am the Lord your God, who takes you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will be your guide into the
land which I made an oath to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and
I will give it to you for your heritage: I am Yahweh. 9And Moses said these
words to the children of Israel, but they gave no attention to him, because of
the grief of their spirit and the cruel weight of their work. 10And the Lord
said to Moses, 11Go in and say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, that he is to let the
children of Israel go out of his land. 12AndMoses, answering the Lord, said,
See, the children of Israel will not give ear to me; how then will Pharaoh
give ear to me, whose lips are unclean? 13 And the word of the Lord came
to Moses and Aaron, with orders for the children of Israel and for Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, to take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 14These
are the heads of their fathers' families: the sons of Reuben the oldest son
of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi: these are the families of
Reuben. 15And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin
and Zohar and Shaul, the son of a woman of Canaan: these are the families
of Simeon. 16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi in the order of
their generations: Gershon and Kohath and Merari: and the years of Levi's
life were a hundred and thirty-seven. 17 The sons of Gershon: Libni and
Shimei, in the order of their families. 18And the sons of Kohath: Amramand
Izhar andHebron and Uzziel: and the years of Kohath's life were a hundred
and thirty-three. 19And the sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi: these are the
families of the Levites, in the order of their generations. 20And Amram took
Jochebed, his father's sister, as wife; and she gave birth to Aaron andMoses:
and the years of Amram's life were a hundred and thirty-seven. 21 And
the sons of Izhar: Korah and Nepheg and Zichri. 22And the sons of Uzziel:
Mishael and Elzaphan and Sithri. 23 And Aaron took as his wife Elisheba,
the daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon; and she gave birth to
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 24 And the sons of Korah: Assir
and Elkanah and Abiasaph: these are the families of the Korahites. 25And
Eleazar, Aaron's son, took as his wife one of the daughters of Putiel; and she
gave birth to Phinehas. These are the heads of the families of the Levites, in
the order of their families. 26These are the same Aaron andMoses to whom
the Lord said, Take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt in their
armies. 27These are themenwho gave orders to Pharaoh to let the children
of Israel go out of Egypt: these are the sameMoses and Aaron. 28And on the
day when the word of the Lord came to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 The
Lord said to Moses, I am the Lord: say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, everything
I am saying to you. 30And Moses said to the Lord, My lips are unclean; how
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is it possible that Pharaoh will give me a hearing?

7
1And the Lord said to Moses, See I have made you a god to Pharaoh, and

Aaron your brother will be your prophet. 2 Say whatever I give you orders
to say: and Aaron your brother will give word to Pharaoh to let the children
of Israel go out of his land. 3And I will make Pharaoh's heart hard, and my
signs andwonders will be increased in the land of Egypt. 4But Pharaohwill
not give ear to you, and Iwill putmy hand on Egypt, and takemy armies, my
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt, after great punishments. 5And
the Egyptians will see that I am the Lord, when my hand is stretched out
over Egypt, and I take the children of Israel out from among them. 6 And
Moses and Aaron did so: as the Lord gave them orders, so they did. 7 And
Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they
gave the Lord's word to Pharaoh. 8And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
9 If Pharaoh says to you, Let me see a wonder: then say to Aaron, Take your
rod and put it down on the earth before Pharaoh so that it may become a
snake. 10 Then Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and they did as the
Lord had said: andAaron put his rod downon the earth before Pharaoh and
his servants, and it became a snake. 11Then Pharaoh sent for the wise men
and the wonder-workers, and they, the wonder-workers of Egypt, did the
samewith their secret arts. 12For every one of themput downhis rod on the
earth, and they became snakes: but Aaron's rod made a meal of their rods.
13 But Pharaoh's heart was made hard, and he did not give ear to them, as
the Lord had said. 14And the Lord said toMoses and Aaron, Pharaoh's heart
is unchanged; he will not let the people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in themorning;
when he goes out to the water, you will be waiting for him by the edge of
the Nile, with the rod which was turned into a snake in your hand; 16 And
say to him, The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to you, saying,
Let my people go so that they may give me worship in the waste land; but
up to now you have not given ear to his words. 17 So the Lord says, By this
you may be certain that I am the Lord; see, by the touch of this rod in my
hand the waters of the Nile will be turned to blood; 18 And the fish in the
Nilewill come to destruction, and the riverwill send up a bad smell, and the
Egyptians will not be able, for disgust, to make use of the water of the Nile
for drinking. 19And the Lord said, Say to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be
stretched out over the waters of Egypt, and over the rivers and the streams
and the pools, and over every stretch of water, so that they may be turned
to blood; and there will be blood through all the land of Egypt, in vessels of
wood and in vessels of stone. 20And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord had
said; andwhen his rod had been lifted up and stretched out over the waters
of the Nile before the eyes of Pharaoh and his servants, all the water in the
Nile was turned to blood; 21And the fish in the Nile came to destruction, and
a bad smell went up from the river, and the Egyptianswere not able tomake
use of thewater of theNile for drinking; and therewas blood through all the
land of Egypt. 22And the wonder-workers of Egypt did the same with their
secret arts: but Pharaoh's heart was made hard, and he would not give ear
to them, as the Lord had said. 23Then Pharaoh went into his house, and did
not take even this to heart. 24And all the Egyptiansmade holes round about
the Nile to get drinking-water, for they were not able tomake use of the Nile
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water. 25And seven days went past, after the Lord had put his hand on the
Nile.

8
1And this is what the Lord said to Moses: Go to Pharaoh and say to him,

The Lord says, Let my people go so that they may give me worship. 2And if
you will not let them go, see, I will send frogs into every part of your land:
3 The Nile will be full of frogs, and they will come up into your house and
into your bedrooms and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants
andyourpeople, and intoyourovensand intoyourbread-basins. 4The frogs
will comeup over you and your people and all your servants. 5And the Lord
said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over
the streams and the waterways and the pools, causing frogs to come up on
the land of Egypt. 6 And when Aaron put out his hand over the waters of
Egypt, the frogs came up and all the land of Egypt was covered with them.
7And the wonder-workers did the samewith their secret arts, making frogs
come up over the land of Egypt. 8 Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron
and said, Make prayer to the Lord that he will take away these frogs from
me and my people; and I will let the people go and make their offering to
the Lord. 9 And Moses said, I will let you have the honour of saying when
I am to make prayer for you and your servants and your people, that the
frogs may be sent away from you and your houses, and be only in the Nile.
10And he said, By tomorrow. And he said, Let it be as you say: so that you
may see that there is no other like the Lord our God. 11And the frogs will be
gone fromyou and fromyour houses and fromyour servants and fromyour
people and will be only in the Nile. 12ThenMoses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh; and Moses made prayer to the Lord about the frogs which he had
sent on Pharaoh. 13And the Lord did asMoses said; and there was an end of
all the frogs in thehousesand in theopenspacesand in thefields. 14And they
put them together in masses, and a bad smell went up from the land. 15But
when Pharaoh saw that there was peace for a time, he made his heart hard
and did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 16 And the Lord said to
Moses, Say to Aaron, Let your rod be stretched out over the dust of the earth
so that it may become insects through all the land of Egypt. 17And they did
so; and Aaron, stretching out the rod in his hand, gave a touch to the dust
of the earth, and insects came onman and on beast; all the dust of the earth
was changed into insects through all the land of Egypt. 18And the wonder-
workerswith their secret arts, attempting tomake insects,wereunable todo
so: and therewere insects onmanandonbeast. 19Then thewonder-workers
said to Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: but Pharaoh's heart was hard,
and he did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 20And the Lord said
to Moses, Get up early in the morning and take your place before Pharaoh
when he comes out to the water; and say to him, This is what the Lord says:
Let my people go to give me worship. 21 For if you do not let my people go,
see, Iwill sendcloudsoffliesonyouandonyour servantsandonyourpeople
and into their houses; and the houses of the Egyptians and the land where
they arewill be full of flies. 22Andat that time Iwillmake adivisionbetween
your land and the land of Goshen where my people are, and no flies will be
there; so that youmay see that I am the Lord over all the earth. 23And I will
put a division betweenmy people and your people; tomorrow this sign will



Exodus 8:24 64 Exodus 9:15

be seen. 24And the Lord did so; and great clouds of flies came into the house
of Pharaoh and into his servants' houses, and all the land of Egyptwasmade
waste because of the flies. 25 And Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and
said, Go and make your offering to your God here in the land. 26AndMoses
said, It is not right to do so; for we make our offerings of that to which the
Egyptians give worship; and if we do so before their eyes, certainly we will
be stoned. 27Butwewill go three days' journey into thewaste landandmake
an offering to the Lord our God as he may give us orders. 28 Then Pharaoh
said, I will let you go to make an offering to the Lord your God in the waste
land; but do not go very far away, and make prayer for me. 29 And Moses
said,When I go out from you I will make prayer to the Lord that the cloud of
flies may go away from Pharaoh and from his people and from his servants
tomorrow: only let Pharaoh no longer by deceit keep back the people from
making their offering to the Lord. 30ThenMoseswent out fromPharaohand
made prayer to the Lord. 31And the Lord did as Moses said, and took away
the cloud of flies from Pharaoh and from his servants and from his people;
not one was to be seen. 32 But again Pharaoh made his heart hard and did
not let the people go.

9
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, This is

what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go so that they
may give meworship. 2For if you will not let them go, but still keep them in
your power, 3 Then the hand of the Lord will put on your cattle in the field,
on the horses and the asses and the camels, on the herds and the flocks, a
very evil disease. 4And the Lord will make a division between the cattle of
Israel and the cattle ofEgypt; therewill beno loss of anyof the cattle of Israel.
5And the time was fixed by the Lord, and he said, Tomorrow the Lord will
do this thing in the land. 6And on the day after, the Lord did as he had said,
causing the death of all the cattle of Egypt, but there was no loss of any of
the cattle of Israel. 7And Pharaoh sent and got word that there was no loss
of any of the cattle of Israel. But the heart of Pharaoh was hard and he did
not let the people go. 8 And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, Take in
your hand a little dust from the fire and let Moses send it in a shower up to
heaven before the eyes of Pharaoh. 9And it will become small dust over all
the land of Egypt, and will be a skin-disease bursting out in wounds onman
and beast through all the land of Egypt. 10 So they took some dust from the
fire, and placing themselves before Pharaoh, Moses sent it out in a shower
up toheaven; and itbecameaskin-diseaseburstingoutonmanandonbeast.
11And the wonder-workers were not able to take their places before Moses,
because of the disease; for the disease was on the wonder-workers and on
all the Egyptians. 12And the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and hewould
not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 13And the Lord said toMoses, Get
up early in themorning and take your place before Pharaoh, and say to him,
This is what the Lord, the God of theHebrews, says: Letmy people go so that
theymay givemeworship. 14For this time Iwill send allmypunishments on
yourself and on your servants and on your people; so that youmay see that
there is no other like me in all the earth. 15 For if I had put the full weight
of my hand on you and your people, you would have been cut off from the



Exodus 9:16 65 Exodus 10:5

earth: 16But, for this very reason, I have kept you from destruction, tomake
clear to you my power, and so that my name may be honoured through all
the earth. 17Are you still uplifted in pride against my people so that youwill
not let them go? 18Truly, tomorrow about this time I will send down an ice-
storm, such as never was in Egypt from its earliest days till now. 19 Then
send quickly and get in your cattle and all you have from the fields; for if
anymanor beast in the field has not been put under cover, the ice-stormwill
comedownon themwith destruction. 20Then everyone among the servants
of Pharaoh who had the fear of the Lord, made his servants and his cattle
come quickly into the house: 21And hewho gave no attention to theword of
the Lord, kept his servants and his cattle in the field. 22And the Lord said to
Moses, Now let your handbe stretched out to heaven so that theremaybe an
ice-stormon all the land of Egypt, onmanand onbeast and on every plant of
thefield throughall the landofEgypt. 23AndMosesputouthis rod toheaven:
and the Lord sent thunder, and an ice-storm, and fire running down on the
earth; the Lord sent an ice-storm on the land of Egypt. 24 So there was an
ice-storm with fire running through it, coming down with great force, such
as never was in all the land of Egypt from the timewhen it became a nation.
25And through all the land of Egypt the ice-storm came down on everything
which was in the fields, on man and on beast; and every green plant was
crushed and every tree of the field broken. 26 Only in the land of Goshen,
where the children of Israel were, there was no ice-storm. 27Then Pharaoh
sent for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, I have done evil this time: the
Lord is upright, and I andmypeople are sinners. 28Make prayer to the Lord;
for there has been enough of these thunderings of God and this ice-storm;
and I will let you go and will keep you no longer. 29And Moses said, When
I am gone outside the town, my hands will be stretched out to the Lord; the
thunders and the ice-stormwill come to an end, so that youmay see that the
earth is the Lord's. 30But as for you andyour servants, I amcertain that even
now the fear of the Lord God will not be in your hearts. 31And the flax and
the barley were damaged, for the barley was almost ready to be cut and the
flax was in flower. 32 But the rest of the grain-plants were undamaged, for
they had not come up. 33 So Moses went out of the town, and stretching out
his hands made prayer to God: and the thunders and the ice-storm came to
an end; and the fall of rain was stopped. 34But when Pharaoh saw that the
rain and the ice-storm and the thunders were ended, he went on sinning,
and made his heart hard, he and his servants. 35And the heart of Pharaoh
was hard, and he did not let the people go, as the Lord had said by themouth
of Moses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh: for I have made his heart

and the hearts of his servants hard, so that Imay letmy signs be seen among
them: 2And so that youmay be able to give to your son and to your son's son
the story of my wonders in Egypt, and the signs which I have done among
them; so that you may see that I am the Lord. 3 Then Moses and Aaron
went in to Pharaoh, and said to him, This is what the Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, says: How long will you be lifted up in your pride before me? let
my people go so that they may give me worship. 4 For if you will not let my
people go, tomorrow I will send locusts into your land: 5 And the face of
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the earth will be covered with them, so that you will not be able to see the
earth: and they will be the destruction of everything which up to now has
not been damaged, everythingwhichwas not crushed by the ice-storm, and
every tree still living in your fields. 6And your houses will be full of them,
and the houses of your servants and of all the Egyptians; it will be worse
than anything your fathers have seen or their fathers, from the day when
theywere living on the earth till this day. And so hewent out from Pharaoh.
7And Pharaoh's servants said to him, How long is this man to be the cause
of evil to us? let the men go so that they may give worship to the Lord their
God: are you not awake to Egypt's danger? 8ThenMoses and Aaron came in
again before Pharaoh: and he said to them, Go and give worship to the Lord
your God: butwhich of you are going? 9AndMoses said,Wewill gowith our
young and our old, with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our
herds; for we are to keep a feast to the Lord. 10And he said to them, May the
Lord be with you, if I will let you and your little ones go! take care, for your
purpose clearly is evil. 11Not so; but let your males go and give worship to
the Lord, as your desire is. This he said, driving them out from before him.
12And the Lord said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out over the land
of Egypt so that the locusts may come up on the land for the destruction of
every green plant in the land, even everything untouched by the ice-storm.
13 And Moses' rod was stretched out over the land of Egypt, and the Lord
sent an east wind over the land all that day and all the night; and in the
morning the locusts came up with the east wind. 14 And the locusts went
up over all the land of Egypt, resting on every part of the land, in very great
numbers; such an army of locusts had never been seen before, and never
will be again. 15 For all the face of the earth was covered with them, so that
the landwas black; and every green plant and all the fruit of the treeswhich
was untouched by the ice-storm they took for food: not one green thing, no
plant or tree, was to be seen in all the land of Egypt. 16Then Pharaoh quickly
sent for Moses and Aaron, and said, I have done evil against the Lord your
God and against you. 17 Let me now have forgiveness for my sin this time
only, and make prayer to the Lord your God that he will take away from
me this death only. 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and made prayer to
the Lord. 19And the Lord sent a very strong west wind, which took up the
locusts, driving them into the Red Sea; not one locust was to be seen in any
part of Egypt. 20 But the Lord made Pharaoh's heart hard, and he did not
let the children of Israel go. 21 And the Lord said to Moses, Let your hand
be stretched out to heaven, and all the land of Egypt will be dark, so that
men will be feeling their way about in the dark. 22And when Moses' hand
was stretched out, dark night came over all the land of Egypt for three days;
23Theywerenot able to see one another, andnoone got up fromhis place for
three days: but where the children of Israel were living it was light. 24Then
Pharaoh sent for Moses, and said, Go and give worship to the Lord; only let
your flocks and your herds be kept here: your little ones may go with you.
25But Moses said, You will have to let us take burned offerings to put before
the Lord our God. 26 So our cattle will have to go with us, not one may be
kept back; for they are needed for theworship of the Lord our God; we have
no knowledge what offering we have to give till we come to the place. 27But
the Lord made Pharaoh's heart hard, and he would not let them go. 28And
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Pharaoh said to him, Go away from me, take care that you come not again
before me; for the day when you see my face again will be your last. 29And
Moses said, You say truly; I will not see your face again.

11
1And theLord said toMoses, Iwill send onemorepunishment onPharaoh

and on Egypt; after that he will let you go; and when he does let you go, he
will not keep one of you back, butwill send you out by force. 2So go nowand
give orders to the people that every man and every woman is to get from
his or her neighbour ornaments of silver and of gold. 3 And the Lord gave
the people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians. For themanMoses was highly
honoured in the land of Egypt, by Pharaoh's servants and the people. 4And
Moses said, This iswhat the Lord says: About themiddle of the night Iwill go
out through Egypt: 5And death will come to every mother's first male child
in all the land of Egypt, from the child of Pharaoh on his seat of power, to
the child of the servant-girl crushing the grain; and the first births of all the
cattle. 6And there will be a great cry through all the land of Egypt, such as
never has been or will be again. 7But against the children of Israel, man or
beast, not so much as the tongue of a dog will be moved: so that you may
see how the Lord makes a division between Israel and the Egyptians. 8And
all these your servants will come to me, going down on their faces before
me and saying, Go out, and all your people with you: and after that I will go
out. And he went away from Pharaoh burning with wrath. 9And the Lord
said to Moses, Pharaoh will not give ear to you, so that my wonders may be
increased in the land of Egypt. 10 All these wonders Moses and Aaron did
before Pharaoh: but the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and he did not let
the children of Israel go out of his land.

12
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 Let this

month be to you the first of months, the first month of the year. 3 Say to all
the children of Israel when they are come together, In the tenth day of this
montheveryman is to takea lamb, by thenumberof their fathers' families, a
lamb for every family: 4And if the lamb is more than enough for the family,
let that family and its nearest neighbour have a lamb between them, taking
into account the number of persons and howmuch food is needed for every
man. 5 Let your lamb be without a mark, a male in its first year: you may
take it from among the sheep or the goats: 6 Keep it till the fourteenth day
of the same month, when everyone who is of the children of Israel is to put
it to death between sundown and dark. 7 Then take some of the blood and
put it on the two sides of the door and over the door of the house where the
meal is to be taken. 8And let your food that night be the flesh of the lamb,
cooked with fire in the oven, together with unleavened bread and bitter-
tasting plants. 9 Do not take it uncooked or cooked with boiling water, but
let it be cooked in the oven; its head with its legs and its inside parts. 10Do
not keep any of it till themorning; anythingwhich is not used is to be burned
with fire. 11And take your meal dressed as if for a journey, with your shoes
on your feet and your sticks in your hands: take it quickly: it is the Lord's
Passover. 12 For on that night I will go through the land of Egypt, sending
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death on every firstmale child, ofman and of beast, and judging all the gods
of Egypt: I am the Lord. 13And the blood will be a sign on the houses where
you are: when I see the blood I will go over you, and no evil will come on
you for your destruction, whenmy hand is on the land of Egypt. 14And this
day is to be kept in your memories: you are to keep it as a feast to the Lord
through all your generations, as an order for ever. 15For seven days let your
food be unleavened bread; from the first day no leaven is to be seen in your
houses: whoever takes breadwith leaven in it, from the first till the seventh
day, will be cut off from Israel. 16 And on the first day there is to be a holy
meeting andon the seventhday aholymeeting; no sort ofworkmaybedone
on those days but only tomake readywhat is necessary for everyone's food.
17 So keep the feast of unleavened bread; for on this very day I have taken
your armies out of the land of Egypt: this day, then, is to be kept through
all your generations by an order for ever. 18 In the first month, from the
evening of the fourteenth day, let your food be unleavened bread till the
evening of the twenty-first day of the month. 19 For seven days no leaven
is to be seen in your houses: for whoever takes breadwhich is leavenedwill
be cut off from thepeople of Israel, if he is fromanother country or if he is an
Israelite by birth. 20 Take nothing which has leaven in it; wherever you are
living let your food be unleavened cakes. 21 Then Moses sent for the chiefs
of Israel, and said to them, See that lambs are marked out for yourselves
and your families, and let the Passover lamb be put to death. 22 And take
some hyssop and put it in the blood in the basin, touching the two sides and
the top of the doorway with the blood from the basin; and let not one of
you go out of his house till the morning. 23 For the Lord will go through the
land, sending death on the Egyptians; and when he sees the blood on the
two sides and the top of the door, the Lord will go over your door and will
not let death come in for your destruction. 24And you are to keep this as an
order to you and to your sons for ever. 25And when you come into the land
which the Lord will make yours, as he gave his word, you are to keep this
act of worship. 26 And when your children say to you, What is the reason
of this act of worship? 27Then you will say, This is the offering of the Lord's
Passover; forhewentover thehousesof the childrenof Israel inEgypt,when
he sent death on the Egyptians, and kept our families safe. And the people
gave worship with bent heads. 28 And the children of Israel went and did
so; as the Lord had given orders to Moses and Aaron, so they did. 29And in
the middle of the night the Lord sent death on every first male child in the
land of Egypt, from the child of Pharaoh on his seat of power to the child
of the prisoner in the prison; and the first births of all the cattle. 30 Then
Pharaohgot up in thenight, he andall his servants andall theEgyptians; and
a great cry went up from Egypt; for there was not a house where someone
was not dead. 31 And he sent for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Get
up and go out from amongmy people, you and the children of Israel; go and
give worship to the Lord as you have said. 32And take your flocks and your
herds as you have said, and be gone; and give me your blessing. 33And the
Egyptians were forcing the people on, to get them out of the land quickly;
for they said, We are all deadmen. 34And the people took their bread-paste
before it was leavened, putting their basins in their clothing on their backs.
35And the children of Israel had done as Moses had said; and they got from
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the Egyptians ornaments of silver and of gold, and clothing: 36And the Lord
had given the people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians so that they gave
them whatever was requested. So they took away all their goods from the
Egyptians. 37And the children of Israel made the journey from Rameses to
Succoth; there were about six hundred thousand men on foot, as well as
children. 38 And a mixed band of people went with them; and flocks and
herds in great numbers. 39And theymade unleavened cakes from the paste
which they had taken out of Egypt; it was not leavened, for they had been
sent out of Egypt so quickly, that they had no time to make any food ready.
40Now the children of Israel had been living in Egypt for four hundred and
thirty years. 41And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very
day, all the armies of the Lord went out of the land of Egypt. 42 It is a watch-
night before the Lord who took them out of the land of Egypt: this same
night is a watch-night to the Lord for all the children of Israel, through all
their generations. 43And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, This is the law
of the Passover: no man who is not an Israelite is to take of it: 44 But every
man's servant, whom he has got for money, may take of it, when he has
had circumcision. 45A man from a strange country living among you, and
a servant working for payment, may not take part in it. 46 It is to be taken in
one house; not a bit of the flesh is to be taken out of the house, and no bone
of it may be broken. 47 All Israel is to keep the feast. 48 And if a man from
another country is living with you, and has a desire to keep the Passover to
the Lord, let all the males of his family undergo circumcision, and then let
him come near and keep it; for he will then be as one of your people; but no
one without circumcision may keep it. 49 The law is the same for him who
is an Israelite by birth and for the man from a strange country who is living
with you. 50 So the children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders to Moses
and Aaron. 51And on that very day the Lord took the children of Israel out
of the land of Egypt by their armies.

13
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Let the first male child of every mother

among the children of Israel be kept holy for me, even the first male birth
among man or beast; for it is mine. 3And Moses said to the people, Let this
day, on which you came out of Egypt, out of your prison-house, be kept for
ever in memory; for by the strength of his hand the Lord has taken you out
from this place; let no leavened bread be used. 4On this day, in the month
Abib, you are going out. 5And it will be that, when the Lord takes you into
the land of the Canaanite and theHittite and the Amorite and theHivite and
the Jebusite, the land which he made an oath to your fathers that he would
give you, a land flowingwithmilk and honey, youwill do this act of worship
in thismonth. 6For sevendays let your foodbeunleavened cakes; andon the
seventh day there is to be a feast to the Lord. 7Unleavened cakes are to be
your food through all the seven days; let no leavened bread be seen among
you, or any leaven, in any part of your land. 8And youwill say to your son in
that day, It is because of what the Lord did formewhen I came out of Egypt.
9And thiswill be for a sign to youonyourhandand for amarkonyourbrow,
so that the law of the Lordmay be in yourmouth: forwith a strong hand the
Lord took you out of Egypt. 10So let this order be kept, at the right time, from
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year to year. 11And when the Lord takes you into the land of Canaan, as he
made his oath to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 You are to
put on one side for the Lord everymother's first male child, the first-fruit of
her body, and the first young one of every beast; every male is holy to the
Lord. 13 And for the young of an ass you may give a lamb in payment, or
if you will not make payment for it, its neck is to be broken; but for all the
first sons among your children, let payment bemade. 14Andwhen your son
says to you in time to come, What is the reason for this? say to him, By the
strength of his hand the Lord took us out of Egypt, out of the prison-house:
15Andwhen Pharaohmade his heart hard andwould not let us go, the Lord
sent death on all the first sons in Egypt, of man and of beast: and so every
firstmalewho comes to birth is offered to the Lord; but for all the first ofmy
sons I give a price. 16And this will be for a sign on your hand and for amark
on your brow: for by the strength of his hand the Lord took us out of Egypt.
17Now after Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not take them through
the land of the Philistines, though that was near: for God said, If the people
see war, they may have a change of heart and go back to Egypt. 18 But God
took the people round by the waste land near the Red Sea: and the children
of Israelwent up infighting order out of the land of Egypt. 19AndMoses took
thebones of Josephwithhim, for Josephhadmade the childrenof Israel take
an oath, saying, Godwill certainly keep you inmind; and you are to takemy
bones awaywith you. 20Then theywent on their journey from Succoth, and
put up their tents in Etham at the edge of the waste land. 21 And the Lord
went before themby day in a pillar of cloud, guiding themon theirway; and
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light: so that they were able to go on
day and night: 22 The pillar of cloud went ever before them by day, and the
pillar of fire by night.

14
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to go

back and put up their tents before Pi-hahiroth, betweenMigdol and the sea,
in front of Baal-zephon, opposite to which you are to put up your tents by
the sea. 3And Pharaohwill say of the children of Israel, They arewandering
without direction, they are shut in by the waste land. 4 And I will make
Pharaoh's heart hard, and he will come after them and I will be honoured
over Pharaoh and all his army, so that the Egyptians may see that I am the
Lord. And theydid so. 5Andwordcame toPharaohof theflight of thepeople:
and the feelingofPharaohandofhis servants about thepeoplewas changed,
and they said, Why have we let Israel go, so that they will do no more work
for us? 6 So he had his war-carriage made ready and took his people with
him: 7 And he took six hundred carriages, all the carriages of Egypt, and
captains over all of them. 8And the Lord made the heart of Pharaoh hard,
and he went after the children of Israel: for the children of Israel had gone
out without fear. 9 But the Egyptians went after them, all the horses and
carriages of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them
in their tents by the sea, by Pihahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 10 And when
Pharaoh came near, the children of Israel, lifting up their eyes, saw the
Egyptians coming after them, and were full of fear; and their cry went up
to God. 11And they said toMoses, Was there no resting-place for the dead in
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Egypt, that you have taken us away to come to our death in the waste land?
why have you taken us out of Egypt? 12Did we not say to you in Egypt, Let
us be as we are, working for the Egyptians? for it is better to be the servants
of the Egyptians than to come to our death in the waste land. 13 But Moses
said, Keep where you are and have no fear; now you will see the salvation
of the Lord which he will give you today; for the Egyptians whom you see
today youwill never see again. 14The Lord will make war for you, you have
only to keep quiet. 15And the Lord said to Moses, Why are you crying out to
me? give the children of Israel the order to go forward. 16And let your rod
be lifted up and your hand stretched out over the sea, and it will be parted
in two; and the children of Israel will go through on dry land. 17And I will
make the heart of the Egyptians hard, and they will go in after them: and I
will be honoured over Pharaoh and over his army, his war-carriages, and
his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians will see that I am the Lord, when I get
honour over Pharaoh and his war-carriages and his horsemen. 19 Then the
angel of God, who had been before the tents of Israel, took his place at their
back; and the pillar of cloud, moving frombefore them, came to rest at their
back: 20And it came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel; and
there was a dark cloud between them, and they went on through the night;
but the one army came no nearer to the other all the night. 21 And when
Moses' handwas stretched out over the sea, the Lordwith a strong eastwind
made the sea gobackall night, and thewaterswereparted in twoand the sea
became dry land. 22And the children of Israel went through the sea on dry
land: and thewaterswere awall on their right side and on their left. 23Then
theEgyptianswent after them into themiddleof the sea, all Pharaoh'shorses
and his war-carriages and his horsemen. 24And in the morning watch, the
Lord, looking out on the armies of the Egyptians from the pillar of fire and
cloud, sent trouble on the army of the Egyptians; 25 And made the wheels
of their war-carriages stiff, so that they had hard work driving them: so the
Egyptians said, Let us go in flight from before the face of Israel, for the Lord
is fighting for them against the Egyptians. 26 And the Lord said to Moses,
Let your hand be stretched out over the sea, and the waters will come back
again on the Egyptians, and on their war-carriages and on their horsemen.
27 And when Moses' hand was stretched out over the sea, at dawn the sea
came flowing back, meeting the Egyptians in their flight, and the Lord sent
destruction on the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. 28 And the waters
cameback, covering thewar-carriages and thehorsemenandall thearmyof
Pharaoh which went after them into the middle of the sea; not one of them
was to be seen. 29 But the children of Israel went through the sea walking
on dry land, and the waters were a wall on their right side and on their left.
30So that day the Lord gave Israel salvation from the hands of the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea's edge. 31 And Israel saw the
great work which the Lord had done against the Egyptians, and the fear of
theLord cameon thepeople and theyhad faith in theLordand inhis servant
Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel made this song to the Lord, and

said, I will make a song to the Lord, for he is lifted up in glory: the horse and
the horseman he has sent down into the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and
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my strong helper, he has become my salvation: he is my God and I will give
him praise; my father's God and I will give him glory. 3 The Lord is a man
of war: the Lord is his name. 4Pharaoh's war-carriages and his army he has
sent down into the sea: the best of his captains have gone down into the Red
Sea. 5 They were covered by the deep waters: like a stone they went down
under the waves. 6 Full of glory, O Lord, is the power of your right hand; by
your right hand those who came against you are broken. 7When you are
lifted up in power, all those who come against you are crushed: when you
send out your wrath, they are burned up like dry grass. 8 By your breath
the waves were massed together, the flowing waters were lifted up like a
pillar; the deep waters became solid in the heart of the sea. 9 Egypt said, I
will go after them, I will overtake, I will make division of their goods: my
desire will have its way with them; my sword will be uncovered, my hand
will send destruction on them. 10You sent your wind and the sea came over
them: they went down like lead into the great waters. 11Who is like you, O
Lord, among the gods? who is like you, in holy glory, to be praised with fear,
doing wonders? 12When your right hand was stretched out, the mouth of
the earth was open for them. 13 In your mercy you went before the people
whom you have made yours; guiding them in your strength to your holy
place. 14 Hearing of you the peoples were shaking in fear: the people of
Philistia were gripped with pain. 15 The chiefs of Edom were troubled in
heart; the strong men of Moab were in the grip of fear: all the people of
Canaan became like water. 16 Fear and grief came on them; by the strength
of your arm theywere turned to stone; till your peoplewent over, O Lord, till
the people went over whom you have made yours. 17You will take them in,
planting themin themountainofyourheritage, theplace,OLord,whereyou
have made your house, the holy place, O Lord, the building of your hands.
18 The Lord is King for ever and ever. 19 For the horses of Pharaoh, with his
war-carriages and his horsemen, went into the sea, and the Lord sent the
waters of the sea back over them; but the children of Israel went through
the sea on dry land. 20AndMiriam, the woman prophet, the sister of Aaron,
took an instrument of music in her hand; and all the women went after her
with music and dances. 21AndMiriam, answering, said, Make a song to the
Lord, for he is lifted up in glory; the horse and the horsemanhe has sent into
the sea. 22ThenMoses took Israel forward from the Red Sea, and they went
out into the waste land of Shur; and for three days they were in the waste
landwhere there was nowater. 23Andwhen they came toMarah, the water
was no good for drinking, for the waters of Marahwere bitter, which is why
itwas namedMarah. 24And the people, crying out againstMoses, said,What
are we to have for drink? 25And in answer to his prayer, the Lordmade him
see a tree, and when he put it into the water, the water was made sweet.
There he gave them a law and an order, testing them; 26And he said, If with
all your heart you will give attention to the voice of the Lord your God, and
do what is right in his eyes, giving ear to his orders and keeping his laws, I
will not put on you any of the diseaseswhich I put on the Egyptians: for I am
the Lord your life-giver. 27And they came to Elim where there were twelve
water-springs and seventy palm-trees: and they put up their tents there by
the waters.
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16
1And theywent on theirway fromElim, andall the childrenof Israel came

into the waste land of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth
day of the second month after they went out of the land of Egypt. 2And all
the children of Israel were crying out against Moses and Aaron in the waste
land: 3And the children of Israel said to them, It would have been better for
the Lord to have put us to death in the land of Egypt, where we were seated
by the flesh-pots and had bread enough for our needs; for you have taken us
out to this waste of sand, to put all this people to death through need of food.
4Then the Lord said to Moses, See, I will send down bread from heaven for
you; and the peoplewill go out every day and get enough for the day's needs;
so that Imayput them to the test to see if theywill keepmy laws or not. 5And
on the sixth day they are tomake readywhat they get in, and it will be twice
as much as they get on the other days. 6AndMoses and Aaron said to all the
children of Israel, This evening it will be clear to you that it is the Lord who
has taken you out of the land of Egypt: 7And in themorning youwill see the
glory of the Lord; for your angry words against the Lord have come to his
ears: and what are we that you are crying out against us? 8AndMoses said,
The Lord will give you meat for your food at evening, and in the morning
bread in fullmeasure; for your outcry against the Lord has come to his ears:
for what are we? your outcry is not against us but against the Lord. 9And
Moses said to Aaron, Say to all the people of Israel, Come near before the
Lord for he has given ear to your outcry. 10 And while Aaron was talking
to the children of Israel, their eyes were turned in the direction of the waste
land, and they saw the glory of the Lord shining in the cloud. 11And the Lord
said to Moses, 12 The outcry of the children of Israel has come to my ears:
say to them now, At nightfall you will have meat for your food, and in the
morningbread in fullmeasure; andyouwill see that I am theLordyourGod.
13 And it came about that in the evening little birds came up and the place
was covered with them: and in the morning there was dew all round about
the tents. 14Andwhen the dewwas gone, on the face of the earthwas a small
round thing, like small drops of ice on the earth. 15Andwhen the children of
Israel saw it, they said to one another, What is it? for they had no idea what
it was. AndMoses said to them, It is the breadwhich the Lord has given you
for your food. 16 This is what the Lord has said, Let every man take up as
much as he has need of; at the rate of one omer for every person, let every
man take as much as is needed for his family. 17And the children of Israel
did so, and some tookmore and some less. 18Andwhen it wasmeasured, he
whohad takenupmuchhadnothing over, andhewhohad little had enough;
every man had taken what he was able to make use of. 19AndMoses said to
them, Let nothing be kept till the morning. 20 But they gave no attention to
Moses, and some of them kept it till themorning and therewereworms in it
and it had an evil smell: and Moses was angry with them. 21And they took
it up morning by morning, every man as he had need: and when the sun
was high it was gone. 22And on the sixth day they took up twice as much of
the bread, two omers for every person: and all the rulers of the people gave
Moses word of it. 23And he said, This is what the Lord has said, Tomorrow
is a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord: what has to be cooked may be
cooked; and what is over, put on one side to be kept till the morning. 24And
they kept it till the morning as Moses had said: and no smell came from it,
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and it had no worms. 25AndMoses said, Make your meal today of what you
have, for this day is a Sabbath to the Lord: today you will not get any in the
fields. 26For sixdaysyouwill get it, buton the seventhday, theSabbath, there
will not be any. 27 But still on the seventh day some of the people went out
to get it, and there was not any. 28And the Lord said toMoses, How longwill
you go against my orders and my laws? 29 See, because the Lord has given
you the Sabbath, he gives you on the sixth day bread enough for two days;
let everyman keepwhere he is; let noman go out of his place on the seventh
day. 30 So the people took their rest on the seventh day. 31 And this bread
was namedmanna by Israel: it waswhite, like a grain seed, and its tastewas
like cakes made with honey. 32And Moses said, This is the order which the
Lordhas given: Let oneomerof it be kept for future generations, so that they
may see the bread which I gave you for your food in the waste land, when I
took you out from the land of Egypt. 33And Moses said to Aaron, Take a pot
and put one omer ofmanna in it, and put it away before the Lord, to be kept
for future generations. 34 So Aaron put it away in front of the holy chest to
be kept, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 35And the children of Israel had
manna for their food for forty years, till they came to a landwith people in it,
till they came to the edge of the land of Canaan. 36Now an omer is the tenth
part of an ephah.

17
1And the children of Israel went on from the waste land of Sin, by stages

as the Lord gave them orders, and put up their tents in Rephidim: and there
was no drinking-water for the people. 2 So the people were angry with
Moses, and said, Give us water for drinking. And Moses said, Why are you
angrywithme? andwhydoyouputGod to the test? 3And thepeoplewere in
great need of water; and theymade an outcry against Moses, and said, Why
have you taken us out of Egypt to send death on us and our children and our
cattle throughneedofwater? 4AndMoses, crying out to theLord, said,What
amI todo to this people? theyare almost ready toputme todeathby stoning.
5And the Lord said to Moses, Go on before the people, and take some of the
chiefs of Israel with you, and take in your hand the rodwhichwas stretched
out over the Nile, and go. 6 See, I will take my place before you on the rock
in Horeb; and when you give the rock a blow, water will come out of it, and
the people will have drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the chiefs
of Israel. 7And he gave that place the name Massah and Meribah, because
the children of Israel were angry, and because they put the Lord to the test,
saying, Is the Lord with us or not? 8 Then Amalek came and made war on
Israel in Rephidim. 9And Moses said to Joshua, Get together a band of men
forus andgoout,makewaronAmalek: tomorrow Iwill takemyplaceon the
top of the hill with the rod of God inmy hand. 10So Joshua did asMoses said
to him, and went to war with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up
to the top of the hill. 11Nowwhile Moses' hand was lifted up, Israel was the
stronger: but when he let his hand go down, Amalek became the stronger.
12 But Moses' hands became tired; so they put a stone under him and he
took his seat on it, Aaron and Hur supporting his hands, one on one side
and one on the other; so his hands were kept up without falling till the sun
went down. 13And Joshua overcameAmalek and his peoplewith the sword.
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14And the Lord said to Moses, Make a record of this in a book, so that it may
be kept in memory, and say it again in the ears of Joshua: that all memory
of Amalek is to be completely uprooted from the earth. 15 Then Moses put
up an altar and gave it the name of Yahweh-nissi: 16 For he said, The Lord
has taken his oath that there will be war with Amalek from generation to
generation.

18
1Now news came to Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, of

all God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, and how the Lord had
taken Israel out of Egypt. 2And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took Zipporah,
Moses' wife, after he had sent her away, 3 And her two sons, one of whom
was named Gershom, for he said, I have been living in a strange land: 4And
the name of the other was Eliezer, for he said, The God of my father was
my help, and kept me safe from the sword of Pharaoh: 5And Jethro, Moses'
father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to where Moses had put up
his tent in the waste land, by the mountain of God. 6And he said to Moses,
I, your father-in-law, have come to you, with your wife and your two sons.
7AndMoseswent out to his father-in-law, andwent down on his face before
him and gave him a kiss; and they said to one another, Are you well? and
they came into the tent. 8 And Moses gave his father-in-law an account of
all the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians because of Israel, and
of all the troubles which had come on them by the way, and how the Lord
had given them salvation. 9And Jethro was glad because the Lord had been
good to Israel, freeing them from the power of the Egyptians. 10And Jethro
said, Praise be to the Lord, who has taken you out of the hand of Pharaoh
and out of the hand of the Egyptians; freeing the people from the yoke of
the Egyptians. 11Now I am certain that the Lord is greater than all gods, for
he has overcome them in their pride. 12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law,
made a burned offering to God: and Aaron came, with the chiefs of Israel,
and had a meal with Moses' father-in-law, before God. 13 Now on the day
after, Moses took his seat to give decisions for the people: and the people
were waiting before Moses from morning till evening. 14And when Moses'
father-in-law saw all he was doing, he said, What is this you are doing for
the people? why are you seated here by yourself, with all the peoplewaiting
beforeyou frommorning till evening? 15AndMoses said tohis father-in-law,
Because thepeople come tome togetdirections fromGod: 16And if theyhave
any question between themselves, they come tome, and I am judge between
aman and his neighbour, and I give them the orders and laws of God. 17And
Moses' father-in-law said to him, What you are doing is not good. 18 Your
strength and that of the peoplewill be completely usedup: thiswork ismore
than you are able to do by yourself. 19Give ear now to my suggestion, and
may God be with you: you are to be the people's representative before God,
taking their causes to him: 20Teaching them his rules and his laws, guiding
them in the way they have to go, and making clear to them the work they
have to do. 21But for the rest, take from among the people ablemen, such as
have the fear of God, true men hating profits wrongly made; and put such
men over them, to be captains of thousands, captains of hundreds and of
fifties and of tens; 22 And let them be judges in the causes of the people at
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all times: and let them put before you all important questions, but in small
things let them give decisions themselves: in this way, it will be less hard
for you, and they will take the weight off you. 23 If you do this, and God
gives approval, then youwill be able to go onwithoutweariness, and all this
people will go to their tents in peace. 24 So Moses took note of the words
of his father-in-law, and did as he had said. 25 And he made selection of
able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, captains
of thousands, captains of hundreds and of fifties and of tens. 26 And they
were judges in the causes of the people at all times: the hard questions they
put before Moses; but on every small point they gave decisions themselves.
27AndMoses let his father-in-law go away, and he went back to his land.

19
1 In the third month after the children of Israel went out from Egypt, on

the same day, they came into the waste land of Sinai. 2And when they had
gone away from Rephidim and had come into the waste land of Sinai, they
put up their tents in the waste land before the mountain: there Israel put
up its tents. 3And Moses went up to God, and the voice of the Lord came to
him from themountain, saying, Say to the family of Jacob, and give word to
the children of Israel: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how
I took you, as on eagles' wings, guiding you to myself. 5 If now you will truly
give ear tomyvoice andkeepmyagreement, youwill bemyspecial property
out of all the peoples: for all the earth is mine: 6And you will be a kingdom
of priests to me, and a holy nation. These are the words which you are to
say to the children of Israel. 7AndMoses came and sent for the chiefs of the
people and put before them all these words which the Lord had given him
orders to say. 8And all the people, answering together, said, Whatever the
Lord has said we will do. And Moses took back to the Lord the words of the
people. 9And the Lord said toMoses, See, I will come to you in a thick cloud,
so that what I say to you may come to the ears of the people and they may
havebelief inyou for ever. AndMoses gave theLordwordofwhat thepeople
had said. 10 And the Lord said to Moses, Go to the people and make them
holy today and tomorrow, and let their clothing be washed. 11 And by the
third day let thembe ready: for on the third day the Lordwill come downon
Mount Sinai, before the eyes of all the people. 12And let limits bemarked out
for the people round the mountain, and say to them, Take care not to go up
themountain or near the sides of it: whoever puts his foot on themountain
will certainly come to his death: 13He is not to be touched by a hand, but is
to be stoned or have an arrow put through him;man or beast, he is to be put
to death: at the long sounding of a horn theymay come up to themountain.
14 Then Moses went down from the mountain to the people, and made the
people holy; and their clothing was washed. 15And he said to the people, Be
ready by the third day: do not come near a woman. 16And when morning
came on the third day, there were thunders and flames and a thick cloud on
themountain, and a horn sounding very loud; and all the people in the tents
were shakingwith fear. 17AndMosesmade thepeople comeoutof their tents
and take their places before God; and they came to the foot of themountain,
18Andall themountainofSinaiwas smoking, for theLordhadcomedownon
it in fire: and the smoke of it went up like the smoke of a great burning; and
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all the mountain was shaking. 19And when the sound of the horn became
louder and louder,Moses'wordswere answered by the voice of God. 20Then
the Lord came down on to Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain, and the
Lord sent for Moses to come up to the top of the mountain, and Moses went
up. 21 And the Lord said to Moses, Go down and give the people orders to
keepback, for fear that a great number of them, forcing theirway through to
see the Lord, may come to destruction. 22And let the priests who come near
to the Lordmake themselves holy, for fear that the Lordmay come on them
suddenly. 23AndMoses said to the Lord, The people will not be able to come
up the mountain, for you gave us orders to put limits round the mountain,
marking it out and making it holy. 24 And the Lord said to him, Go down,
and you andAaronmay comeup; but let not the priests and the peoplemake
theirway through to theLord, or hewill comeon themsuddenly. 25SoMoses
went down to the people and said this to them.

20
1 And God said all these words: 2 I am the Lord your God who took you

out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 3You are to have no other
gods but me. 4 You are not to make an image or picture of anything in
heaven or on the earth or in the waters under the earth: 5 You may not
go down on your faces before them or give them worship: for I, the Lord
your God, am a God who will not give his honour to another; and I will
send punishment on the children for the wrongdoing of their fathers, to the
third and fourth generation of my haters; 6And I will have mercy through
a thousand generations on those who have love for me and keep my laws.
7 You are not to make use of the name of the Lord your God for an evil
purpose; whoever takes the Lord's name on his lips for an evil purpose will
be judged a sinner by the Lord 8Keep in memory the Sabbath and let it be a
holy day. 9On six days do all your work: 10But the seventh day is a Sabbath
to the Lord your God; on that day you are to do no work, you or your son
or your daughter, your man-servant or your woman-servant, your cattle or
the man from a strange country who is living among you: 11 For in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, and the sea, and everything in them, and
he took his rest on the seventh day: for this reason the Lord has given his
blessing to the seventh day and made it holy. 12Give honour to your father
and to yourmother, so that your life may be long in the landwhich the Lord
your God is giving you. 13Do not put anyone to death without cause. 14Do
not be false to the married relation. 15Do not take the property of another.
16 Do not give false witness against your neighbour. 17 Let not your desire
be turned to your neighbour's house, or his wife or his man-servant or his
woman-servant or his ox or his ass or anything which is his. 18And all the
people were watching the thunderings and the flames and the sound of the
horn and the mountain smoking; and when they saw it, they kept far off,
shaking with fear. 19And they said toMoses, To your words wewill give ear,
but let not the voice of God come to our ears, for fear deathmay come on us.
20AndMoses said to the people, Have no fear: for Godhas come to put you to
the test, so that fearing himyoumay be kept from sin. 21And the people kept
their places far off, but Moses went near to the dark cloud where God was.
22And the Lord said to Moses, Say to the children of Israel, You yourselves



Exodus 20:23 78 Exodus 21:24

have seen that my voice has come to you from heaven 23Gods of silver and
gods of gold you are not to make for yourselves. 24Make for me an altar of
earth, offering on it your burned offerings and your peace-offerings, your
sheep and your oxen: in every place where I have put the memory of my
name, I will come to you and give you my blessing. 25And if you make me
an altar of stone do not make it of cut stones: for the touch of an instrument
will make it unclean. 26And do not go up by steps to my altar, for fear that
your bodies may be seen uncovered.

21
1Now these are the laws which you are to put before them. 2 If you get a

Hebrew servant for money, he is to be your servant for six years, and in the
seventh year you are to let him go free without payment. 3 If he comes to
you by himself, let him go away by himself: if he is married, let his wife go
awaywithhim. 4 If hismaster giveshimawife, andhegets sonsordaughters
by her, the wife and her children will be the property of the master, and the
servant is to go away by himself. 5But if the servant says clearly, Mymaster
andmywife and children are dear to me; I have no desire to be free: 6Then
his master is to take him to the gods of the house, and at the door, or at its
framework, he is tomake a hole in his ear with a sharp-pointed instrument;
and he will be his servant for ever. 7And if a man gives his daughter for a
price to be a servant, she is not to go away free as the men-servants do. 8 If
she isnotpleasing tohermasterwhohas takenher forhimself, let apayment
be made for her so that she may go free; her master has no power to get a
price for her and send her to a strange land, because he has been false to
her. 9And if he gives her to his son, he is to do everything for her as if she
was his daughter. 10And if he takes another woman, her food and clothing
and hermarried rights are not to be less. 11And if he does not do these three
things for her, she has the right to go free without payment. 12Hewho gives
a man a death-blow is himself to be put to death. 13 But if he had no evil
purpose against him, and God gave him into his hand, I will give you a place
towhichhemaygo inflight. 14But if amanmakesanattackonhisneighbour
on purpose, to put him to death by deceit, you are to take him frommy altar
andputhimtodeath. 15Anymanwhogivesablowtohis fatherorhismother
is certainly to be put to death. 16Any man who gets another into his power
in order to get a price for him is to be put to death, if you take him in the
act. 17Any man cursing his father or his mother is to be put to death. 18 If,
in a fight, oneman gives another a blowwith a stone, or with the shut hand,
not causing his death, but making him keep in bed; 19 If he is able to get up
again and go about with a stick, the other will be let off; only he will have to
give him payment for the loss of his time, and see that he is cared for till he
is well. 20 If a man gives his man-servant or his woman-servant blows with
a rod, causing death, he is certainly to undergo punishment. 21 But, at the
same time, if the servant goes on living for a day or two, the master is not to
get punishment, for the servant is his property. 22 If men, while fighting, do
damage to awomanwith child, causing the loss of the child, but no other evil
comes to her, themanwill have tomake payment up to the amount fixed by
her husband, in agreement with the decision of the judges. 23But if damage
comes to her, let life be given in payment for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth for
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tooth, hand forhand, foot for foot, 25Burning forburning,wound forwound,
blow for blow. 26 If a man gives his man-servant or his woman-servant a
blow in the eye, causing its destruction, he is to let him go free on account of
the damage to his eye. 27Or if the loss of a tooth is caused by his blow, hewill
let him go free on account of his tooth. 28 If an ox comes to be the cause of
death to a man or a woman, the ox is to be stoned, and its flesh may not be
used for food; but the owner will not be judged responsible. 29But if the ox
has frequentlydone suchdamage in thepast, and theownerhashadwordof
it and has not kept it under control, so that it has been the cause of the death
of aman orwoman, not only is the ox to be stoned, but its owner is to be put
to death. 30 If a price is put on his life, let him make payment of whatever
price is fixed. 31 If the death of a son or of a daughter has been caused, the
punishment is to be in agreement with this rule. 32 If the death of a man-
servant or of awoman-servant is caused by the ox, the owner is to give their
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox is to be stoned. 33 If a man makes
a hole in the earth without covering it up, and an ox or an ass dropping into
it comes to its death; 34The owner of the hole is responsible; he will have to
make payment to their owner, but the dead beast will be his. 35And if one
man's ox does damage to anotherman's ox, causing its death, then the living
ox is to be exchanged for money, and divisionmade of the price of it, and of
the price of the dead one. 36 But if it is common knowledge that the ox has
frequently done suchdamage in thepast, and its ownerhasnot kept it under
control, he will have to give ox for ox; and the dead beast will be his.

22
1 If a man takes without right anotherman's ox or his sheep, and puts it to

death or gets a price for it, he is to give five oxen for an ox, or four sheep for
a sheep, in payment: the thief will have to make payment for what he has
taken; if he has no money, he himself will have to be exchanged for money,
so that paymentmaybemade. 2 If a thief is taken in the act of forcinghisway
into a house, and his death is caused by a blow, the owner of the house is not
responsible for his blood. 3But if it is after dawn, he will be responsible. 4 If
he still has what he had taken, whatever it is, ox or ass or sheep, he is to give
twice its value. 5 If amanmakes a fire in a field or a vine-garden, and lets the
fire do damage to anotherman's field, he is to give of the best produce of his
field or his vine-garden tomakeup for it. 6 If there is a fire and the flames get
to the thorns at the edge of the field, causing destruction of the cut grain or
of the living grain, or of the field, he whomade the fire will have tomake up
for the damage. 7 If a man puts money or goods in the care of his neighbour
to keep for him, and it is taken from theman's house, if they get the thief, he
will have tomakepayment of twice the value. 8 If they donot get the thief, let
themaster of the house come before the judges and take an oath that he has
not put his hand on his neighbour's goods. 9 In any question about an ox or
an ass or a sheep or clothing, or about the loss of any propertywhich anyone
says is his, let the two sides put their cause before God; and hewho is judged
to be in the wrong is to make payment to his neighbour of twice the value.
10 If aman puts an ass or an ox or a sheep or any beast into the keeping of his
neighbour, and it comes todeathor is damagedor is takenaway,without any
person seeing it: 11 If he takes his oath before the Lord that he has not put his
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hand to his neighbour's goods, the owner is to takehisword for it andhewill
not have to make payment for it. 12But if it is taken from him by a thief, he
is to make up for the loss of it to its owner. 13But if it has been damaged by
a beast, and he is able to make this clear, he will not have to make payment
for what was damaged. 14 If aman gets from his neighbour the use of one of
his beasts, and it is damaged or put to death when the owner is not with it,
he will certainly have to make payment for the loss. 15 If the owner is with
it, he will not have to make payment: if he gave money for the use of it, the
loss is covered by the payment. 16 If a man takes a virgin, who has not given
her word to another man, and has connection with her, he will have to give
a bride-price for her to be his wife. 17 If her father will not give her to him
on any account, he will have to give the regular payment for virgins. 18Any
woman using unnatural powers or secret arts is to be put to death. 19 Any
man who has sex connection with a beast is to be put to death. 20 Complete
destructionwill come on anymanwhomakes offerings to any other god but
theLord. 21Donowrong to aman fromastrange country, anddonot behard
on him; for you yourselves were living in a strange country, in the land of
Egypt. 22Donowrong to awidow, or to a childwhose father is dead. 23 If you
are cruel to them in any way, and their cry comes up to me, I will certainly
giveear; 24And in theheat ofmywrath Iwill put you todeathwith the sword,
so that your wives will be widows and your children without fathers. 25 If
you let any of the poor amongmy people have the use of yourmoney, do not
be a hard creditor to him, and do not take interest. 26 If ever you take your
neighbour's clothing in exchange for the use of your money, let him have it
back before the sun goes down: 27For it is the only thing he has for covering
his skin; what is he to go to sleep in? andwhen his cry comes up tome, I will
give ear, for my mercy is great. 28 You may not say evil of the judges, or put
a curse on the ruler of your people. 29Do not keep back your offerings from
thewealth of your grain andyourvines. Thefirst of your sons youare to give
tome. 30 In the samewaywith your oxen and your sheep: for seven days let
the young one be with its mother; on the eighth day give it to me. 31You are
to be holy men to me: the flesh of no animal whose death has been caused
by the beasts of the field may be used for your food; it is to be given to the
dogs.

23
1Do not let a false statement go further; do not make an agreement with

evil-doers to be a falsewitness. 2Donot bemoved to dowrongby the general
opinion, or give the support of yourwords to awrong decision: 3But, on the
other hand, do not be turned from what is right in order to give support to
a poor man's cause. 4 If you come across the ox or the ass of one who is no
friend to you wandering from its way, you are to take it back to him. 5 If
you see the ass of onewho has no love for you bent down to the earth under
the weight which is put on it, you are to come to its help, even against your
desire. 6 Let no wrong decisions be given in the poor man's cause. 7 Keep
yourselves far fromany false business; never let the upright or himwhohas
done no wrong be put to death: for I will make the evil-doer responsible for
his sin. 8Takenorewards ina cause: for rewardsmakeblind thosewhohave
eyes to see, and make the decisions of the upright false. 9 Do not be hard
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on the man from a strange country who is living among you; for you have
had experience of the feelings of one who is far from the land of his birth,
because you yourselves were living in Egypt, in a strange land. 10 For six
years put seed into your fields and get in the increase; 11But in the seventh
year let the land have a rest and be unplanted; so that the poor may have
food from it: and let the beasts of the field take the rest. Do the same with
your vine-gardens and your olive-trees. 12 For six days do your work, and
on the seventh day keep the Sabbath; so that your ox and your assmay have
rest, together with the son of your servant and theman from a strange land
living among you. 13 Take note of all these things which I have said to you,
and let not the names of other gods come into yourminds or from your lips.
14Three times in the year you are to keep a feast tome. 15You are to keep the
feast of unleavened bread; for seven days let your bread be without leaven,
as I gave youorders, at the regular time in themonthAbib (for in it you came
out of Egypt); and let no one come beforemewithout an offering: 16And the
feast of the grain-cutting, the first-fruits of your planted fields: and the feast
at the start of the year, when you have got in all the fruit from your fields.
17Three times in the year let all yourmales come before the Lord God. 18Do
not give the blood of my offering with leavened bread; and do not let the fat
of my feast be kept all night till the morning. 19The best of the first-fruits of
your landare tobe taken into thehouseof theLordyourGod. Theyounggoat
is not to be cooked in its mother's milk. 20 See, I am sending an angel before
you, tokeepyouonyourwayand tobeyourguide into theplacewhich Ihave
made ready for you. 21Give attention to him and give ear to his voice; do not
go against him; for yourwrongdoingwill not be overlooked by him, because
myname is in him. 22But if you truly give ear to his voice, and dowhatever I
say, then I will be against those who are against you, fighting those who are
fighting you. 23And my angel will go before you, guiding you into the land
of the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the
Hiviteand the Jebusite, and theywill becutoffbymyhand. 24Donotgodown
on your faces and giveworship to their gods, or do as they do; but overcome
them completely, and let their pillars be broken down. 25And give worship
to the Lord your God, who will send his blessing on your bread and on your
water; and I will take all disease away from among you. 26All your animals
will give birth without loss, not one will be without young in all your land; I
will give you a full measure of life. 27 I will sendmy fear before you, putting
to flight all the people to whom you come; all those who are against youwill
go in flight, turning their backs before you. 28 I will send hornets before you,
driving out theHivite and the Canaanite and theHittite before your face. 29 I
will not send them all out in one year, for fear that their land may become
waste, and thebeastsof thefieldbe increasedovermuchagainst you. 30Little
by little I will send them away before you, till your numbers are increased
and you take up your heritage in the land. 31 I will let the limits of your land
be from the Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and from the waste land to
the river Euphrates: for Iwill give the people of those lands into your power;
and you will send them out before you. 32Make no agreement with them or
with their gods. 33Let them not go on living in your land, or they will make
you do evil against me: for if you give worship to their gods, it will certainly
be a cause of sin to you.
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24
1And he said to Moses, Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, and Nadab

and Abihu and seventy of the chiefs of Israel; and give me worship from a
distance. 2 And Moses only may come near to the Lord; but the others are
not to come near, and the people may not come up with them. 3ThenMoses
came and put before the people all the words of the Lord and his laws: and
all the people, answering with one voice, said, Whatever the Lord has said
we will do. 4ThenMoses put down in writing all the words of the Lord, and
he got up early in themorning andmade analtar at the foot of themountain,
with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent some of the
young men of the children of Israel to make burned offerings and peace-
offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6 And Moses took half the blood and put it
in basins; draining out half of the blood over the altar. 7 And he took the
book of the agreement, reading it in the hearing of the people: and they
said, Everything which the Lord has said we will do, and we will keep his
laws. 8 Then Moses took the blood and let it come on the people, and said,
This blood is the sign of the agreement which the Lord has made with you
in these words. 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of
the chiefs of Israel went up: 10And they saw the God of Israel; and under his
feet there was, as it seemed, a jewelled floor, clear as the heavens. 11And he
put not his hand on the chiefs of the children of Israel: they saw God, and
took food and drink. 12 And the Lord said to Moses, Come up to me on the
mountain, and take your place there: and Iwill give you the stones onwhich
I have put inwriting the law and the orders, so that youmay give the people
knowledge of them. 13ThenMoses and Joshua his servant got up; andMoses
went up into the mountain of God. 14 And he said to the chiefs, Keep your
places here till we come back to you: Aaron andHur arewith you; if anyone
has any cause let him go to them. 15And Moses went up into the mountain,
and it was covered by the cloud. 16And the glory of the Lord was resting on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud was over it for six days; and on the seventh day
he said Moses' name out of the cloud. 17And the glory of the Lord was like
a flame on the top of the mountain before the eyes of the children of Israel.
18And Moses went up the mountain, into the cloud, and was there for forty
days and forty nights.

25
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel that they are to

makeme an offering; from everymanwho has the impulse in his heart take
an offering for me. 3And this is the offering you are to take from them: gold
and silver and brass; 4And blue and purple and red, and the best linen, and
goats' hair; 5And sheepskins coloured red, and leather, and hardwood; 6Oil
for the light, spices for the sweet-smelling oil, sweet perfumes for burning;
7 Beryls and stones of value to be put on the ephod and on the priest's bag.
8And let them make me a holy place, so that I may be ever present among
them. 9Make the House and everything in it from the designs which I will
give you. 10And they are tomake an ark of hardwood; two and a half cubits
long, and a cubit and a half wide and high. 11 It is to be plated inside and
out with the best gold, with an edge of gold all round it 12 And make four
rings of gold for it, to be fixed on its four feet, two rings on one side of it and
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two on the other. 13 And make rods of the same wood, plating them with
gold. 14And put the rods through the rings at the sides of the ark, for lifting
it. 15 The rods are to be kept in the rings, and never taken out. 16 Inside the
ark you are to put the record which I will give you. 17And you are to make
a cover of the best gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half
wide. 18And at the two ends of the cover you are to make two winged ones
of hammered gold, 19One at one end and one at the other; the winged ones
are to be part of the cover. 20 And their wings are to be outstretched over
the cover, and the winged ones are to be opposite one another, facing the
cover. 21And put the cover over the ark, and in the ark the record which I
will give you. 22And there, between the twowinged ones on the cover of the
ark, I will come to you, face to face, and make clear to you all the orders I
have to give you for the children of Israel. 23 And you are to make a table
of the same wood, two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high,
24Platedwith thebest gold,with a gold edgeall round it; 25Andmakea frame
all round it, as wide as a man's hand, with a gold edge to the frame. 26And
make four gold rings and put them at the four angles, on the four feet of the
table; 27The rings are to befixedunder the frame to take the rodswithwhich
the table is to be lifted. 28Make rods of the same wood, plated with gold, for
lifting the table. 29Andmake the table-vessels, the spoons and the cups and
the basins for liquids, all of the best gold. 30 And on the table at all times
you are to keep my holy bread. 31And you are to make a support for lights,
of the best gold; its base and its pillar are to be of hammered gold; its cups,
its buds, and its flowers are to be made of the same metal. 32 It is to have
six branches coming out from its sides; three branches from one side and
three from the other. 33 Every branch having three cups made like almond
flowers, every cupwith abudandaflower, on all the branches. 34Andon the
pillar, four cups like almond flowers, every one with its bud and its flower:
35 And under every two branches a bud, made with the branch, for all the
six branches of it. 36The buds and the branches are to be made of the same
metal; all together one completework of hammered gold. 37Then you are to
make its seven vessels for the lights, putting them in their place so that they
give light in front of it. 38And the instruments and trays for use with it are
all to be of the best gold. 39A talent of goldwill be needed for it, with all these
vessels. 40And see that you make them from the design which you saw on
themountain.

26
1And you are to make a House for me, with ten curtains of the best linen,

blue and purple and red, worked with designs of winged ones by a good
workman. 2 Every curtain is to be twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits
wide, all of the samemeasure. 3Five curtains are to be joined together, and
the other five are to be joined together. 4 And you are to put twists of blue
cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first group of five, and on the
edge of the outside curtain of the second group of five; 5 Fifty twists on one
curtain and fifty on the other, the twists to be opposite one another. 6 Then
make fifty gold hooks, joining the curtains together by the hooks, and in this
way theHousewill bemade. 7Andyouare tomake curtains of goats' hair for
a tent over the House, eleven curtains. 8 Every curtain is to be thirty cubits
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long and four cubits wide, all of the same measure. 9 Five of these curtains
are to be joined together, and the other six are to be joined together, the sixth
being foldedover tomakeahanging in front of the tent. 10Andyouare to put
fifty twists of cord on the edge of the outside curtain of one group, and fifty
twists on the edge of the outside curtain of the other group. 11 Then make
fifty brass hooks and put the hooks into the twists, joining the tent together
tomake it one. 12And the foldedpartwhich is over of the curtains of the tent,
the half-curtainwhich is folded back, will be hanging down over the back of
the House. 13And the cubit which is over of the ten curtains at the sides will
be hanging over the two sides of the House as a cover. 14And then you are to
make a cover for the tent, of sheepskins coloured red, and a cover of leather
over that. 15Andyouare tomakeupright boards ofhardwood for theHouse.
16 Every board is to be ten cubits high and a cubit and a half wide. 17 Every
board is to be joined to the one nearest to it by two tongues, and so for every
board in the House. 18 These are the boards needed for the house; twenty
boards for the south side, 19With forty silver bases under the twenty boards,
twobasesundereveryboard to take its tongues. 20And twentyboards for the
second side of the house on the north, 21With their forty silver bases, two
under every board. 22And six boards for the back of the House on the west,
23With twoboards for theanglesof theHouseat theback. 24The twoare tobe
joined together at the base and at the top to one ring, forming the twoangles.
25 So there are to be eight boards, with their sixteen silver bases, two bases
under every board. 26Andmake rods of the same wood, five for the boards
on the one side, 27Andfive for the boards on the other side of theHouse, and
five for the west side of the House at the back. 28And themiddle rod is to go
through the rings of all the boards from end to end. 29 And the boards are
to be plated with gold, having gold rings for the rods to go through: and the
rods are to be plated with gold. 30And you are to make the House from the
design which you saw on themountain. 31And you are to make a veil of the
best linen, blueandpurpleandred,workedwithdesignsofwingedonesbya
goodworkman: 32Hanging it by gold hooks from four pillars ofwood, plated
with gold andfixed in silver bases. 33Andyouare toputup theveil under the
hooks, andput inside it the ark of the law: the veil is to be a division between
the holy place and themost holy. 34You are to put the cover on the ark of the
law, inside the most holy place. 35 And outside the veil you are to put the
table, and the support for the lights opposite the table on the south side of
the House; and the table is to be on the north side. 36And you are to make
a curtain for the doorway of the Tent, of the best linen with needlework of
blue and purple and red. 37 And make five pillars for the curtain, of hard
wood platedwith gold; their hooks are to be of gold and their bases of brass.

27
1 And make an altar of hard wood, a square altar, five cubits long, five

cubits wide and three cubits high. 2 Put horns at the four angles of it, made
of the same, plating it all with brass. 3And make all its vessels, the baskets
for taking away the dust of the fire, the spades and basins and meat-hooks
and fire-trays, of brass. 4Andmake a network of brass, with four brass rings
at its four angles. 5And put the network under the shelf round the altar so
that the net comes half-way up the altar. 6 And make rods for the altar, of
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hardwood, platedwith brass. 7Andput the rods through the rings at the two
opposite sides of the altar, for lifting it. 8The altar is to be hollow, boarded in
with wood; make it from the design which you saw on the mountain. 9And
let there be an open space round the House, with hangings for its south side
of the best linen, a hundred cubits long. 10 Their twenty pillars and their
twenty bases are to be of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their bands
are to be of silver. 11 And on the north side in the same way, hangings a
hundred cubits long, with twenty pillars of brass on bases of brass; their
hooks and their bands are to be of silver. 12 And for the open space on the
west side, the hangings are to be fifty cubits wide, with ten pillars and ten
bases; 13Andon the east side the space is to befifty cubitswide. 14On the one
side of the doorway will be hangings fifteen cubits long, with three pillars
and three bases; 15And on the other side, hangings fifteen cubits long, with
three pillars and three bases. 16 And across the doorway, a veil of twenty
cubits of the best linen, made of needlework of blue and purple and red,
with four pillars and four bases. 17All the pillars round the open space are to
have silver bands, with hooks of silver and bases of brass. 18The open space
is to be a hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, with sides five cubits high,
curtained with the best linen, with bases of brass. 19All the instruments for
thework of the House, and all its nails, and the nails of the open space are to
be of brass. 20Give orders to the children of Israel to give you clear olive oil
for the lights, so that a light may be burning there at all times. 21 Let Aaron
and his sons put this in order, evening andmorning, before the Lord, inside
the Tent of meeting, outside the veil which is before the ark; this is to be an
order for ever, from generation to generation, to be kept by the children of
Israel.

28
1 Now let Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, come near from

among the children of Israel, so that they may be my priests, even Aaron,
and Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, his sons. 2 And make holy robes
for Aaron your brother, so that he may be clothed with glory and honour.
3 Give orders to all the wise-hearted workmen, whom I have made full of
the spirit of wisdom, to make robes for Aaron, so that he may be made holy
as my priest. 4 This is what they are to make: a priest's bag, an ephod, and
a robe, and a coat of coloured needlework, a head-dress, and a linen band;
they are tomake holy robes for Aaron your brother and for his sons, so that
they may do the work of priests for me. 5They are to take the gold and blue
and purple and red and the best linen, 6 And make the ephod of gold and
blue and purple and red and the best linen, the work of a designer. 7 It is to
have two bands stitched to it at the top of the arms, joining it together. 8And
the beautifully worked band, which goes on it, is to be of the samework and
the same material, of gold and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-
work. 9You are to take two beryl stones, onwhich the names of the children
of Israel are to be cut: 10 Six names on the one stone and six on the other, in
the order of their birth. 11With the work of a jeweller, like the cutting of a
stamp, the names of the children of Israel are to be cut on them, and they are
to be fixed in twisted frames of gold. 12And the two stones are to be placed
on the ephod, over the arm-holes, to be stones of memory for the children



Exodus 28:13 86 Exodus 28:43

of Israel: Aaron will have their names on his arms when he goes in before
the Lord, to keep the Lord in mind of them. 13And you are to make twisted
frames of gold; 14 And two chains of the best gold, twisted like cords; and
have the chains fixed on to the frames. 15Andmake a priest's bag for giving
decisions, designed like theephod,madeof goldandblueandpurpleandred
and the best linen. 16 It is to be square, folded in two, a hand-stretch long and
a hand-stretch wide. 17And on it you are to put four lines of jewels; the first
line is to be a cornelian, a chrysolite, and an emerald; 18The second, a ruby,
a sapphire, and an onyx; 19 The third, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
20 The fourth, a topaz, a beryl, and a jasper; they are to be fixed in twisted
frames of gold. 21 The jewels are to be twelve in number, for the names of
thechildrenof Israel; every jewelhaving thenameofoneof the twelve tribes
cut on it as on a stamp. 22And you are to make two chains of gold, twisted
like cords, to be fixed to the priest's bag. 23And put two gold rings on the two
ends of the bag. 24Put the two gold chains on the two rings at the ends of the
bag; 25 Joining the other ends of the chains to the gold frames and putting
themon the front of the ephod, at the top of the arms. 26Thenmake two gold
rings andput themon the lower ends of the bag, at the edge of it on the inner
side nearest to the ephod. 27Andmake twomore gold rings and put themon
the front of the ephod at the top of the arms, at the join, over the worked
band: 28 So that the rings on the bag may be fixed to the rings of the ephod
by a blue cord and on to the band of the ephod, so that the bagmay not come
loose from the ephod. 29And soAaronwill have the names of the children of
Israel on thepriest's bag overhis heartwheneverhe goes into theholy place,
to keep thememory of thembefore the Lord. 30And in the bag you are to put
the Urim and Thummim, so that theymay be on Aaron's heart whenever he
goes in before the Lord; andAaronmay have the power ofmaking decisions
for the children of Israel before the Lord at all times. 31The robewhich goes
with theephod is tobemadeall ofblue; 32Withaholeat the top, in themiddle
of it; the hole is to be edgedwith a band tomake it strong like the hole in the
coat of a fighting-man, so that it may not be broken open. 33And round the
skirts of it put fruits in blue and purple and red, with bells of gold between;
34 A gold bell and a fruit in turn all round the skirts of the robe. 35 Aaron
is to put it on for his holy work; and the sound of it will be clear, when he
goes into the holy place before the Lord, and when he comes out, keeping
him safe from death. 36 You are to make a plate of the best gold, cutting on
it, as on a stamp, these words: HOLY TO THE LORD. 37 Put a blue cord on it
andput it on the frontof the twistedhead-dress: 38And itwill beoverAaron's
brow, so that Aaronwill be responsible for any error in all the holy offerings
made by the children of Israel; it will be on his browat all times, so that their
offerings may be pleasing to the Lord. 39 The coat is to be made of the best
linen, worked in squares; and you are to make a head-dress of linen, and a
linen band worked in needlework. 40And for Aaron's sons you are to make
coats, and bands, and head-dresses, so that they may be clothed with glory
and honour. 41These you are to put on Aaron, your brother, and on his sons,
putting oil on them, separating them andmaking them holy, to do the work
of priests to me. 42And you are to make them linen trousers, covering their
bodies from themiddle to the knee; 43Aaron and his sons are to put these on
whenever they go into the Tent ofmeeting or comenear the altar, when they
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are doing the work of the holy place, so that they may be free from any sin
causing death: this is to be an order for him and his seed after him for ever.

29
1 This is what you are to do to make them holy, to do the work of priests

to me: Take one young ox and two male sheep, without any mark on them,
2 And unleavened bread, and unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and thin
unleavened cakes on which oil has been put, made of the best bread-meal;
3 Put these in a basket and take them, with the ox and the two sheep. 4And
let Aaron and his sons come to the door of the Tent of meeting, and there let
them bewashedwith water. 5Take the robes, and put the coat and the dress
and the ephod and the priest's bag on Aaron; put the band of needlework
roundhim, 6And let thehead-dressbeplacedonhisheadand theholy crown
on the head-dress. 7 Then take the oil and put it on his head. 8And take his
sonsandput their robeson them; 9Andput the linenbands roundAaronand
his sons, and thehead-dresses on them, tomake thempriests bymyorder for
ever: so you are to make Aaron and his sons holy to me. 10 Then let the ox
be taken in front of the Tent ofmeeting: and let Aaron and his sons put their
hands on its head. 11And you are to put the ox to death before the Lord at
the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 12Then take some of the blood of the ox, and
put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, draining out all the rest of
the blood at the base of the altar. 13And take all the fat covering the inside
of the ox, and the fat joining the liver and the two kidneyswith the fat round
them, and let them be burned on the altar; 14But the flesh of the ox and its
skin and its waste parts are to be burned outside the circle of the tents, for
it is a sin-offering. 15Then take one of the sheep, and let Aaron and his sons
put their hands on its head. 16 Then let it be put to death, so that the sides
of the altar are marked with its blood. 17Then the sheep is to be cut up into
its parts, and after washing its legs and its inside parts, you are to put them
with the parts and the head, 18And let them all be burned on the altar as a
burned offering to the Lord: a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the
Lord. 19 Then take the other sheep; and after Aaron and his sons have put
their hands on its head, 20 You are to put the sheep to death, and take some
of its blood and put it on the point of Aaron's right ear, and of the right ears
of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and the great toes of their
right feet, dropping the rest of the blood on the sides of the altar. 21 Then
take some of the blood on the altar, and the oil, and put it on Aaron and his
robes and on his sons and on their robes, so that he and his robes and his
sons and their robesmay bemade holy. 22Then take the fat of the sheep, the
fat tail, the fat covering the insides, and the fat joining the liver and the two
kidneys with the fat round them, and the right leg; for by the offering of this
sheep they are to be marked out as priests: 23And take one bit of bread and
one cake of oiled bread and one thin cake out of the basket of unleavened
bread which is before the Lord: 24And put them all on the hands of Aaron
and of his sons, to be waved for a wave offering before the Lord. 25 Then
take them from their hands, and let them be burned on the burned offering
on the altar, a sweet smell before the Lord, an offering made by fire to the
Lord. 26 Then take the breast of Aaron's sheep, waving it before the Lord;
and it is to be your part of the offering. 27So you are tomake holy the breast
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of the sheepwhich is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, that is, of
the sheepwhich is offered for Aaron and his sons; 28And it will be their part
as a right for ever from the children of Israel, it is a special offering from the
children of Israel, made from their peace-offerings, a special offering lifted
up to the Lord. 29And Aaron's holy robes will be used by his sons after him;
they will put them onwhen they aremade priests. 30For seven days the son
who becomes priest in his place will put them on when he comes into the
Tent of meeting to do the work of the holy place. 31 Then take the sheep of
the wave offering and let its flesh be cooked in water in a holy place. 32And
let Aaron and his sons make ameal of it, with the bread in the basket, at the
door of the Tent of meeting. 33All those things which were used as offerings
to takeawaysin, and tomake themholy tobepriests, theymayhave for food:
but no onewho is not a priest may have them, for they are holy food. 34And
if any of the flesh of the offering or of the bread is over till the morning, let
it be burned with fire; it is not to be used for food, for it is holy. 35All these
things you are to do to Aaron and his sons as I have given you orders: for
seven days the work of making them priests is to go on. 36 Every day an ox
is to be offered as a sin-offering, to take away sins: and by this offering on
it, you will make the altar clean from sin; and you are to put oil on it and
make it holy. 37 For seven days you are to make offerings for the altar and
make it holy, so that it may become completely holy, and anything touching
it will become holy. 38Now this is the offering which you are to make on the
altar: two lambs in their first year, every day regularly. 39 One lamb is to
be offered in the morning and the other in the evening: 40And with the one
lamb, a tenth part of an ephah of the best meal, mixed with a fourth part of
a hin of clear oil; and the fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink offering.
41 And the other lamb is to be offered in the evening, and with it the same
meal offering and drink offering, for a sweet smell, an offeringmade by fire
to the Lord. 42This is to be a regular burned offering made from generation
to generation, at the door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord, where I
will come face to face with you and have talk with you. 43There I will come
face to facewith the children of Israel, and the Tentwill bemade holy bymy
glory 44 Iwillmakeholy the Tent ofmeeting and the altar: andAaron andhis
sons I will make holy, to be my priests 45Among the children of Israel I will
make my living-place, and I will be their God. 46And they will see that I am
the Lord their God, who took themout of the land of Egypt, so that Imight be
ever with them: I am the Lord their God.

30
1Andyouare tomakeanaltar for theburningofperfume; ofhardwood let

it bemade. 2The altar is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two
cubits high, and its horns are to bemade of the same. 3 It is to be platedwith
the best gold, the top of it and the sides and the horns, with an edging of gold
all round it. 4Under the edge on the two opposite sides, you are tomake two
gold rings, to take the rods for lifting it. 5And make these rods of the same
wood, plating themwith gold. 6And let it be placed in front of the veil before
the ark of the law, before the cover which is over the law, where I will come
face to face with you. 7 And on this altar sweet spices are to be burned by
Aaron everymorningwhen he sees to the lights. 8And every evening, when
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he puts the lights up in their places, the spices are to be burned, a sweet-
smelling smoke going up before the Lord from generation to generation for
ever. 9 No strange perfume, no burned offering or meal offering, and no
drink offering is to be offered on it. 10And once every year Aaron is tomake
its horns clean: with the blood of the sin-offering he is to make it clean once
every year from generation to generation: it is most holy to the Lord. 11And
the Lord said toMoses, 12Whenyou are taking the number of the children of
Israel, let everymanwho is numbered give to the Lord a price for his life, so
that no disease may come on them when they are numbered. 13And this is
what they are to give; let every man who is numbered give half a shekel, by
the scale of the holy place: (the shekel being valued at twenty gerahs:) this
money is anoffering to theLord. 14Everyonewho is numbered, from twenty
years old and over, is to give an offering to the Lord. 15 The man of wealth
is to give no more and the poor man no less than the half-shekel of silver,
when the offering is made to the Lord as the price for your lives. 16And you
are to take this money from the children of Israel to be used for the work of
the Tent of meeting, to keep the memory of the children of Israel before the
Lord and to be the price of your lives. 17And the Lord said to Moses, 18 You
are to make a brass washing-vessel, with a brass base; and put it between
the Tent of meeting and the altar, with water in it; 19 That it may be used
by Aaron and his sons for washing their hands and feet; 20Whenever they
go into the Tent of meeting they are to be washed with water, to keep them
from death; and whenever they come near to do the work of the altar, or
to make an offering by fire to the Lord, 21 Their hands and feet are to be
washed. so that they may be safe from death: this is an order to them for
ever; to him and his seed from generation to generation. 22 And the Lord
said to Moses, 23Take the best spices, five hundred shekels' weight of liquid
myrrh, and of sweet cinnamon half as much, that is, two hundred and fifty
shekels, and twohundredandfifty shekelsof sweet calamus, 24Andof cassia,
five hundred shekels' weight measured by the scale of the holy place, and
of olive oil a hin: 25And make these into a holy oil, a perfume made by the
art of the perfume-maker; it is to be a holy oil. 26 This oil is to be put on the
Tent of meeting, and on the ark of the law, 27 And on the table and all its
vessels, and on the support for the lights, with its vessels, and on the altar
for burning spices, 28 And on the altar of burned offerings with its vessels,
and on the washing-vessel and its base. 29And you are to make them most
holy; anything touching themwill become holy. 30And put the oil on Aaron
and his sons, making them holy to do the work of priests to me. 31And say
to the children of Israel, This is to be the Lord's holy oil, from generation to
generation. 32 It is not to be used for man's flesh, and no other is to be made
like it: holy it is, and you are to keep it holy. 33Whoevermakes any like it, or
puts it on one who is not a priest, will be cut off from his people. 34And the
Lordsaid toMoses, Take sweet spices, stacteandonychaandgalbanum,with
the best frankincense, in equal weights; 35Andmake from them a perfume,
such as is made by the art of the perfume-maker, mixed with salt, and clean
and holy. 36And put some of it, crushed very small, in front of the ark in the
Tent ofmeeting, where Iwill come face to facewith you; it is to bemost holy.
37You are not tomake any perfume like it for yourselves: it is to be kept holy
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to the Lord. 38Whoever makes any like it, for its sweet smell, will be cut off
from his people.

31
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 I havemade selection of Bezalel, the son of

Uri, by name, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3 And I have given him
the spirit of God and made him wise and full of knowledge and expert in
every sort of handwork, 4 To do all sorts of delicate work in gold and silver
andbrass; 5 In cutting stones for framing, and todoevery formofwoodwork.
6And IhavemadeselectionofOholiabwithhim, the sonofAhisamach, of the
tribeofDan; and in thehearts of allwhoarewise I haveput theknowledge to
makewhatever I have given you orders to havemade; 7The Tent ofmeeting,
and the ark of the law, and the cover which is on it, and all the things for
the tent, 8And the table with its vessels, and the holy light-support with all
its vessels, and the altar for the burning of spices, 9And the altar of burned
offeringswith all its vessels, and thewashing-vessel with its base, 10And the
robes of needlework, the holy robes for Aaron and for his sons, for their use
when acting as priests, 11And the holy oil, and the perfume of sweet spices
for the holy place; they will do whatever I have given you orders to have
done. 12And the Lord said to Moses, 13 Say to the children of Israel that they
are to keep my Sabbaths; for the Sabbath day is a sign between me and you
through all your generations; so that you may see that I am the Lord who
makes you holy. 14So you are to keep the Sabbath as a holy day; and anyone
not honouring it will certainly be put to death: whoever does any work on
that daywill be cut off fromhis people. 15Six daysmayworkbedone, but the
seventhday isaSabbathof complete rest, holy to theLord;whoeverdoesany
work on the Sabbath day is to be put to death. 16And the children of Israel
are to keep the Sabbath holy, from generation to generation, by an eternal
agreement. 17 It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever;
because in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh
day he took his rest and had pleasure in it. 18And when his talk with Moses
onMount Sinaiwas ended, he gave him the two stones of the law, two stones
on which was the writing made by the finger of God.

32
1Andwhen the people saw thatMoseswas a long time coming down from

the mountain, they all came to Aaron and said to him, Come, make us a god
to go before us: as for thisMoses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we
have no idea what has become of him. 2 Then Aaron said to them, Take off
the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives and your sons and your
daughters, and give them to me. 3 And all the people took the gold rings
from their ears and gave them to Aaron. 4And he took the gold from them
and, hammering it with an instrument, he made it into the metal image of
a young ox: and they said, This is your god, O Israel, who took you out of
the land of Egypt. 5 And when Aaron saw this, he made an altar before it,
and made a public statement, saying, Tomorrow there will be a feast to the
Lord. 6So early on the day after they got up andmade burned offerings and
peace-offerings; and took their seats at the feast, and then gave themselves
to pleasure. 7And the Lord said toMoses, Go down quickly; for your people,
whom you took out of the land of Egypt, are turned to evil ways; 8Even now
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they are turned away from the rule I gave them, and havemade themselves
a metal ox and given worship to it and offerings, saying, This is your god,
O Israel, who took you up out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the Lord said to
Moses, I havebeenwatching thispeople, and I see that theyarea stiff-necked
people. 10Now do not get in my way, for my wrath is burning against them;
I will send destruction on them, but of you I will make a great nation. 11But
Mosesmade prayer to God, saying, Lord, why is yourwrath burning against
your people whom you took out of the land of Egypt, with great power and
with the strength of your hand? 12Why let the Egyptians say, He took them
out to an evil fate, to put them to death on the mountains, cutting them off
from the earth? Let your wrath be turned away from them, and send not
this evil on your people. 13Have in mind Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your
servants, to whomyou gave your oath, saying, I will make your seed like the
stars of heaven in number, and all this landwill I give to your seed, as I said,
to be their heritage for ever. 14 So the Lord let himself be turned from his
purposeof sendingpunishmentonhis people. 15ThenMoses camedown the
mountain with the two stones of the law in his hand; the stones had writing
on their two sides, on the front and on the back. 16The stoneswere thework
of God, and the writing was the writing of God, cut on the stones. 17 Now
when the noise and the voices of the people came to the ears of Joshua, he
said toMoses, There is a noise of war in the tents. 18AndMoses said, It is not
the voice of men who are overcoming in the fight, or the cry of those who
have been overcome; it is the sound of songs which comes to my ear. 19And
when he came near the tents he saw the image of the ox, and the people
dancing; and in his wrath Moses let the stones go from his hands, and they
were broken at the foot of the mountain. 20And he took the ox which they
had made, burning it in the fire and crushing it to powder, and he put it in
the water and made the children of Israel take a drink of it. 21 And Moses
said to Aaron,What did the people do to you that you let this great sin come
on them? 22And Aaron said, Let not my lord be angry; you have seen how
the purposes of this people are evil. 23 For they said to me, Make us a god
to go before us: as for this Moses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt,
we have no idea what has come to him. 24Then I said to them,Whoever has
any gold, let him take it off; so they gave it to me, and I put it in the fire, and
this image of an ox came out. 25 And Moses saw that the people were out
of control, for Aaron had let them loose to their shame before their haters:
26ThenMoses tookhisplaceat theway into the tents, andsaid,Whoever ison
the Lord's side, let him come tome. And all the sons of Levi came together to
him. 27Andhesaid to them, This is thewordof theLord, theGodof Israel: Let
everyman take his sword at his side, and go from one end of the tents to the
other, putting to death his brother and his friend and his neighbour. 28And
the sons of Levi did as Moses said; and about three thousand of the people
were put to death that day. 29 And Moses said, You have made yourselves
priests to the Lord this day; for every one of you hasmade the offering of his
son and his brother; the blessing of the Lord is on you this day. 30 And on
the day after, Moses said to the people, Great has been your sin: but I will go
up to the Lord, and see if I may get forgiveness for your sin. 31 Then Moses
went back to the Lord and said, This people has done a great sin, making
themselves a god of gold; 32But now, if you will give them forgiveness— but
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if not, let my name be taken out of your book. 33And the Lord said toMoses,
Whoever has done evil against me will be taken out of my book. 34But now,
go, take the people into that place of which I have given you word; see, my
angel will go before you: but when the time of my judging has come, I will
send punishment on them for their sin. 35And the Lord sent punishment on
the people because they gave worship to the ox which Aaronmade.

33
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Go forward from this place, you and the

people whom you have taken up out of the land of Egypt, to that land about
which Imade anoath toAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, To your seedwill
I give it. 2And Iwill send an angel before you, driving out the Canaanite and
the Amorite and theHittite and the Perizzite and theHivite and the Jebusite:
3Go up to that land flowingwithmilk and honey; but I will not go up among
you, for you are a stiff-necked people, for fear that I send destruction on
you while you are on the way. 4Hearing this bad news the people were full
of grief, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 And the Lord said to Moses,
Say to the children of Israel, You are a stiff-necked people: if I come among
you, even for a minute, I will send destruction on you; so take off all your
ornaments, so that I may see what to do with you. 6 So the children of Israel
took off their ornaments at Mount Horeb, and did not put them on again.
7 Now it was Moses' way to put up the Tent of meeting outside the tent-
circle, at some distance away; giving it the name of The Tent of meeting.
And everyone desiring to make his prayer to the Lord went to the Tent of
meeting outside the tent-circle. 8And whenever Moses went out to the Tent
of meeting, all the people got up and everyone went to the door of his tent,
looking afterMoses till hewent inside the Tent. 9AndwheneverMoseswent
into the Tent, the pillar of cloud came down, and took its place by the door
of the Tent, as long as the Lordwas talking withMoses. 10And all the people
saw the cloud at the door of the Tent, and they went down on their faces,
everyone at the door of his tent. 11And the Lord had talk with Moses face to
face, as amanmay have talk with his friend. AndwhenMoses came back to
the tents, his servant, the young man Joshua, the son of Nun, did not come
away from the Tent. 12AndMoses said to the Lord, See, you say tome, Be this
people's guide on their journey, but you have not made clear to me whom
youwill sendwithme. But you have said, I have knowledge of you by name,
and youhave grace inmy eyes. 13 If then I have grace in your eyes, letme see
yourways, so that Imayhaveknowledgeof youandbe certain of your grace;
and my prayer is that you will keep in mind that this nation is your people.
14And he said, Imyself will gowith you and give you rest. 15AndMoses said,
If you yourself are not going with us, do not send us on from here. 16 For is
not the fact of your goingwith us the sign that I and this people have grace in
your eyes, so that we, that is, I and your people, are separate from all other
people on the face of the earth? 17 And the Lord said to Moses, I will do as
you say: for you have grace inmy eyes, and I have knowledge of you by your
name. 18AndMoses said, O Lord, let me see your glory. 19And he said, I will
make all the light of my being come before you, and will make clear to you
what I am; I will be kind to those to whom Iwill be kind, and havemercy on
those on whom I will have mercy. 20But it is not possible for you to see my
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face, for nomanmay see me and still go on living. 21And the Lord said, See,
there is a place near me, and you may take your place on the rock: 22 And
whenmy glory goes by, I will put you in a hole in the rock, covering youwith
my hand till I have gone past: 23Then Iwill take awaymyhand, and youwill
see my back: but my face is not to be seen.

34
1And the Lord said toMoses, Make two other stones like the first two; and

I will put on them the words which were on the first stones, which were
broken by you. 2 And be ready by the morning, and come up on Mount
Sinai, and come beforeme there in themorning, on the top of themountain.
3No one is to come up with you, and let no man be seen anywhere on the
mountain; let no flocks or herds come near to get their food at its foot. 4 So
Moses got two stones cut like the first; and early in the morning he went up
Mount Sinai, as the Lord had said, with the two stones in his hand. 5 And
the Lord came down in the cloud and took his place by the side of Moses,
and Moses gave worship to the name of the Lord. 6And the Lord went past
before his eyes, saying, The Lord, the Lord, a God full of pity and grace,
slow to wrath and great in mercy and faith; 7Having mercy on thousands,
overlooking evil andwrongdoing and sin; hewill not letwrongdoers go free,
but will send punishment on children for the sins of their fathers, and on
their children's children to the third and fourth generation. 8 Then Moses
quicklywent down on his face inworship. 9And he said, If now I have grace
in your eyes, let the Lord go among us, for this is a stiff-necked people, and
give us forgiveness for our wrongdoing and our sin, and take us for your
heritage. 10And the Lord said, See, this is what I will undertake: before the
eyes of your people I will do wonders, such as have not been done in all the
earth or in any nation: and all your people will see the work of the Lord, for
what I am about to do for you is greatly to be feared. 11 Take care to do the
orders which I give you today; I will send out from before you the Amorite
and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the
Jebusite. 12 But take care, and do not make any agreement with the people
of the land where you are going, for it will be a cause of sin to you. 13 But
their altars are to be overturned and their pillars broken and their images
cut down: 14 For you are to be worshippers of no other god: for the Lord
is a God who will not give his honour to another. 15 So see that you make no
agreementwith the people of the land, and donot go after their gods, or take
part in their offerings, or be guests at their feasts, 16Or take their daughters
for your sons; forwhen their daughters giveworship before their gods, they
will make your sons take part with them. 17Make for yourselves no gods
of metal. 18 Keep the feast of unleavened bread; for seven days your food
is to be bread without leaven, as I gave you orders, at the regular time in
themonth Abib; for in thatmonth you came out of Egypt. 19Every firstmale
child ismine; thefirstmale birth of your cattle, the firstmale of every ox and
sheep. 20A lambmay be given in payment for the young of an ass, but if you
will notmake payment for it, its neckwill have to be broken. For all the first
of your sons you are tomake payment. No one is to come beforemewithout
an offering. 21 Six days let work be done, but on the seventh day take your
rest: at ploughing timeandat the grain-cutting youare tohave aday for rest.
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22And you are to keep the feast of weeks when you get in the first-fruits of
the grain, and the feast at the turn of the year when you take in the produce
of your fields. 23 Three times in the year let all your males come before the
Lord, theGodof Israel. 24For Iwill sendout thenations before youandmake
wide the limits of your land; and no man will make an attempt to take your
land while you go up to give worship to the Lord, three times in the year.
25No leaven is to be offered with the blood of my offering, and the offering
of the Passover feast may not be kept till themorning. 26Take the first-fruits
of your land as an offering to the house of the Lord your God. Let not the
young goat be cooked in its mother's milk 27And the Lord said toMoses, Put
all these words in writing; for on them is based the agreement which I will
make with you. 28And for forty days and forty nights Moses was there with
the Lord, and in that time he had no food or drink. And he put in writing
on the stones the words of the agreement, the ten rules of the law. 29Now
whenMoses came down fromMount Sinai, with the two stones in his hand,
he was not conscious that his face was shining because of his talk with God.
30But when Aaron and all the children of Israel sawMoses, and the shining
of his face, they would not come near him for fear. 31 Then Moses sent for
them; and Aaron, with the chiefs of the people, came to him; andMoses had
talk with them. 32And later, all the children of Israel came near, and he gave
them all the orders which the Lord had given him onMount Sinai. 33And at
the end of his talkwith them,Moses put a veil over his face. 34Butwhenever
Moses went in before the Lord to have talk with him, he took off the veil till
he came out. And whenever he came out he said to the children of Israel
what he had been ordered to say; 35And the children of Israel saw that the
face of Moses was shining: so Moses put the veil over his face again till he
went to the Lord.

35
1AndMoses sent for all the children of Israel to come together, and said to

them, This is what the Lord has said and these are his orders. 2 Six days let
workbedone, but the seventh day is to be aholy day to you, a Sabbath of rest
to theLord;whoever does anyworkon that day is to beput to death. 3Nofire
is to be lighted in any of your houses on the Sabbath day. 4And Moses said
to all the meeting of the children of Israel, This is the order which the Lord
has given: 5Take fromamong you an offering to the Lord; everyonewhohas
the impulse in his heart, let him give his offering to the Lord; gold and silver
and brass; 6And blue and purple and red and the best linen and goats' hair,
7And sheepskins coloured red, and leather, and hardwood, 8And oil for the
lights, and spices for the holy oil and for the sweet perfumes for burning.
9Andberyls and jewels to be cut for the ephodand for thepriest's bag. 10And
let every wise-hearted man among you come and make whatever has been
ordered by the Lord; 11 The House and its tent and its cover, its hooks and
its boards, its rods and its pillars and its bases; 12The ark with its cover and
its rods and the veil hanging before it; 13 The table and its rods and all its
vessels, and the holy bread; 14And the support for the lights, with its vessels
and its lights and the oil for the light; 15 And the altar for burning spices,
with its rods, and the holy oil and the sweet perfume, and the curtain for
the door, at the door of the House; 16 The altar of burned offerings, with its
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network of brass, its rods, and all its vessels, thewashing-vessel and its base;
17Thehangings for theopen space, its pillars and their bases, and the curtain
for the doorway; 18The nails for the House, and the nails for the open space
and their cords; 19 The robes of needlework for the work of the holy place,
the holy robes for Aaron the priest, and the robes for his sons when acting
as priests. 20 And all the children of Israel went away from Moses. 21 And
everyonewhoseheartwasmoved, everyonewhowas guidedby the impulse
of his spirit, came with his offering for the Lord, for whatever was needed
for the Tent of meeting and its work and for the holy robes. 22 They came,
men and women, all who were ready to give, and gave pins and nose-rings
and finger-rings and neck-ornaments, all of gold; everyone gave an offering
of gold to the Lord. 23And everyone who had blue and purple and red and
the best linen and goats' hair and sheepskins coloured red and leather, gave
them. 24Everyone who had silver and brass gave an offering of them to the
Lord; and everyone who had hard wood, such as was needed for the work,
gave it. 25And all thewomenwhowere expertwith their hands,made cloth,
andgave theworkof theirhands, blueandpurple andredand thebest linen.
26And thosewomenwhohad the knowledge,made the goats' hair into cloth.
27 And the rulers gave the beryls and the cut jewels for the ephod and the
priest's bag; 28And the spice and the oil for the light, and the holy oil and the
sweet perfumes. 29The children of Israel, every man and woman, from the
impulse of their hearts, gave their offerings freely to the Lord for the work
which the Lord had given Moses orders to have done. 30And Moses said to
the children of Israel, See, the Lord has made selection of Bezalel, the son
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31And he has made him full of
the spirit of God, in all wisdom and knowledge and art of every sort; 32 As
an expert designer of beautiful things, working in gold and silver and brass;
33Trained in the cutting of stones and the ornamenting ofwood and in every
sort of handwork. 34 And he has given to him, and to Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the power of training others. 35 To them he
has given knowledge of all the arts of the handworker, of the designer, and
the expertworkman; of themaker of needlework inblue andpurple and red
and the best linen, and of the maker of cloth; in all the arts of the designer
and the trained workman they are expert.

36
1 So let Bezalel and Oholiab get to work, with every wise-hearted man

to whom the Lord has given wisdom and knowledge, to do whatever is
necessary for the ordering of the holy place, as the Lord has given orders.
2ThenMoses sent for Bezalel and Oholiab, and for all the wise-heartedmen
towhom the Lord had givenwisdom, even everyonewhowasmoved by the
impulse of his heart to come and take part in thework: 3And they took from
Mosesall theofferingswhich the childrenof Israelhadgiven for thebuilding
of the holy place. And still they went on giving him more free offerings
every morning. 4 Then the wise men, who were doing all the work of the
holy place, came from theirwork; 5And said toMoses, The people are giving
muchmore than is needed for the work which the Lord has given us orders
to do. 6 So Moses made an order and had it given out through all the tents,
saying, Let no man or woman make any more offerings for the holy place.
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So the people were kept from giving more. 7 For the material they had was
enough andmore than enough for all theworkwhich had to be done. 8Then
all the expertworkmenamong themmade theHousewith its ten curtains; of
the best linen, blue and purple and red, they made them, with winged ones
worked by expert designers. 9 Every curtain was twenty-eight cubits long
and four cubits wide, all of the same measure. 10 And five curtains were
joined together, and the other five curtains were joined together. 11 And
they put twists of blue cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first
group, and in the same way on the outside curtain of the second group.
12 Fifty twists on the one curtain and fifty on the edge of the curtain of the
other group; the twists being opposite to one another. 13And theymade fifty
hooks of gold, joining the curtains one to another with the hooks; and so the
Housewasmade. 14And theymadecurtainsof goats' hair for the tent; eleven
curtains were made. 15Every curtain was thirty cubits long and four cubits
wide, all of the samemeasure. 16Five curtainswere joined together tomake
one group, and six curtains were joined together to make the other group.
17And they put fifty twists of cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the
first group, and fifty twists on the edge of the outside curtain of the second
group, 18And fifty hooks of brass for joining them together tomake the tent.
19 And they made a cover of sheepskins coloured red, to go over the tent,
and a cover of leather over that. 20 And for the uprights of the House they
made boards of hardwood. 21The boardswere ten cubits long and one cubit
and a half wide. 22Every board had two tongues fixed into it; all the boards
weremade in this way. 23Theymade twenty boards for the south side of the
House: 24And for these twenty boards, forty silver bases, two bases under
every board, to take its tongues. 25 And for the second side of the House,
on the north, they made twenty boards, 26With their forty silver bases, two
bases for every board. 27And for thewest side of theHouse, at the back, they
made six boards, 28And two boards for the angles at the back. 29Thesewere
joined together at the base and at the top to one ring, so forming the two
angles. 30 So there were eight boards with sixteen bases of silver, two bases
under every board. 31And theymade rods of hardwood; five for the boards
on one side of the House, 32And five for the boards on the other side of the
House, and five for the boards at the back, on the west. 33 The middle rod
wasmade to go right through the rings of all the boards from one end to the
other. 34All the boards were plated with gold, and the rings through which
the rods went were of gold, and the rods were plated with gold. 35 And he
made theveil of thebest linen, blueandpurple andred,workedwithwinged
ones designed by expert workmen. 36 And they made four pillars for it of
hard wood plated with gold: they had hooks of gold and four silver bases.
37 And they made a curtain for the door of the tent, of the best linen with
needlework of blue and purple and red; 38 And five pillars for the curtain,
with their hooks; the heads of the pillars were of gold and they were circled
with bands of gold; and their five bases were of brass.

37
1AndBezalelmade thearkofhardwood, twoandahalf cubits long, a cubit

and a half wide and a cubit and a half high; 2 Plating it inside and out with
the best gold, and putting an edge of gold all round it. 3And he made four
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gold rings for its four angles, two on one side and two on the other, 4 And
rods of the same wood plated with gold. 5 These rods he put in the rings at
the sides of the ark, for lifting it. 6And hemade the cover all of gold, two and
a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 7 And he made two winged
ones, hammeredout of onebit of gold, for the twoendsof the cover; 8Placing
one at one end and one at the other; the winged ones were part of the cover.
9And their wings were stretched out over the cover; the faces of the winged
ones were opposite one another and facing the cover. 10 And he made the
table of hardwood, two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high;
11Plating it with the best gold and putting a gold edge all round it. 12And he
made a frame all round it about as wide as a man's hand, edged with gold
all round. 13And he made four gold rings, and put the rings at the angles of
its four feet. 14 The rings were fixed under the frame to take the rods with
which the table was to be lifted. 15 The rods for lifting the table he made
of hard wood plated with gold. 16 And all the table-vessels, the plates and
spoons and basins and the cups for liquids, hemade of the best gold. 17Then
he made the support for the lights, all of the best gold; its base and its pillar
were of hammered gold; its cups and buds and flowers were all made out of
the samemetal: 18 It had six branches coming out from its sides, three from
one side and three from the other; 19Every branch having three cups made
like almond flowers, every cup with a bud and a flower on all the branches;
20Andon its pillar, four cups like almondflowers, every onewith its bud and
itsflower; 21Andunder every twobranchesabud,madewith thebranch, for
all six branches of it. 22 The buds and the branches were made of the same
metal, all together one complete work of the best hammered gold. 23And he
made the seven vessels for the lights, and all the necessary instruments for
it, of gold. 24 A talent of the best gold was used for the making of it and its
vessels. 25And he made the altar for the burning of spices, using the same
hardwood; it was square, a cubit long and a cubit wide and two cubits high;
the horns made of the same. 26 The top and the sides and the horns were
all plated with the best gold; and he put an edge of gold all round it. 27And
he made two gold rings, placing them on the two opposite sides under the
edge, to take the rods for lifting it. 28 The rods he made of the same hard
wood, plating themwith gold. 29And he made the holy oil and the perfume
of sweet spices for burning, after the art of the perfume-maker.

38
1The altar of burned offerings he made of hard wood; a square altar, five

cubits long, five cubits wide and three cubits high, 2And he put horns at its
four angles made of the same, plating it all with brass; 3And brass was used
for all the vessels of the altar, the baskets and the spades, the basins and the
meat-hooks and thefire-trays; all the vessels hemadeof brass 4Andhemade
a network of brass for the altar, under the frame round it, stretching half-
way up; 5And four rings for the four angles of this network, to take the rods.
6The rodshemadeofhardwoodplatedwithbrass. 7Heput the rods through
the rings at the opposite sides of the altar for lifting it; he made the altar
hollow, boarded in with wood. 8 And he made the washing-vessel of brass
onabrassbase, using thepolishedbrass looking-glasses givenby thewomen
who did work at the doors of the Tent of meeting. 9Tomake the open space,
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he put hangings on the south side, of the best linen, a hundred cubits long:
10 Their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were brass; and the hooks of
the pillars and their bandswere of silver. 11And for the north side. hangings
a hundred cubits long, on twenty brass pillars in brass bases, with silver
hooks and bands. 12And on the west side, hangings fifty cubits long, on ten
pillars in ten bases, with silver bands. 13And on the east side, the open space
wasfifty cubits long. 14Thehangings onone sideof thedoorwaywerefifteen
cubits long, on three pillars with their three bases; 15 And the same on the
other side of the doorway; on this side and on that the hangingswere fifteen
cubits long, on three pillars with their three bases. 16All the hangings were
of thebest linen. 17And thebases of thepillarswereof brass; their hooks and
the bands round the tops of them were of silver; all the pillars were ringed
with silver. 18And the curtain for the doorway of the open space was of the
best linen, with designs of blue and purple and red in needlework; it was
twenty cubits long and five cubits high, to go with the hangings round the
sides. 19Therewere fourpillarswith their bases, all of brass, thehooksbeing
of silver, and their tops and their bands being covered with silver. 20All the
nails used for the House and the open space round it were of brass. 21 This
is the price of the making of the House, even the House of witness, as it was
valued by theword ofMoses, for thework of the Levites under the direction
of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest. 22Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything as the Lord had given orders to
Moses. 23And with him was Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan; a designer and a trained workman, expert in needlework of blue and
purple and red and the best linen. 24The gold used for all the different work
done for the holy place, the gold which was given, was twenty-nine talents,
and seven hundred and thirty shekels in weight, by the scale of the holy
place. 25And the silver givenby thosewhowerenumberedof thepeoplewas
a hundred talents, and a thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five shekels
in weight, by the scale of the holy place. 26A beka, that is, half a shekel by
the holy scale, for everyone who was numbered; there were six hundred
and three thousand, five hundred and fifty men of twenty years old and
over. 27 Of this silver, a hundred talents was used for making the bases of
the pillars of the holy place and of the veil; a talent for every base. 28 And
a thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five shekels of silver was used to
make the hooks for the pillars, and for plating the tops of the pillars and for
making their bands. 29The brass which was given was seventy talents, two
thousand fourhundred shekels; 30From it hemade the bases of the doorway
of the Tent of meeting and the brass altar and the network for it and all the
vessels for the altar, 31And the bases for the open space all round and for its
doorway, and all the nails for the House and for the open space.

39
1Andfromtheneedleworkofblueandpurpleandred theymade therobes

used for the work of the holy place, and the holy robes for Aaron, as the
Lord had given orders to Moses. 2The ephod he made of gold and blue and
purple and red and the best linen; 3Hammering the gold into thin plates and
cutting it into wires to be worked into the blue and the purple and the red
and the linen by the designer. 4 And they made two bands for joining its
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edges together at the top of the arms. 5 And the beautifully worked band
which went on it was of the same design and the same material, worked
in gold and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-work, as the Lord
gave orders to Moses. 6 Then they made the beryl stones, fixed in twisted
frames of gold and cut like the cutting of a stamp, with the names of the
children of Israel. 7 These he put on the ephod, over the arm-holes, to be
stones of memory for the children of Israel, as the Lord had said to Moses.
8The priest's bagwas designed like the ephod, of the best linenworkedwith
gold and blue and purple and red. 9 It was square and folded in two, as long
and as wide as the stretch of aman's hand; 10And on it they put four lines of
stones: in thefirst linewasa carnelian, a chrysolite, andanemerald; 11 In the
second, a ruby, a sapphire, and an onyx; 12 In the third, a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst; 13 In the fourth, a topaz, a beryl, and a jasper; they were
fixed in twisted frames of gold. 14 There were twelve stones for the twelve
tribes of Israel; on every one the name of one of the tribes of Israel was cut,
like the cuttingof a stamp. 15Andon thebag theyput gold chains, twisted like
cords. 16And theymade two gold frames and two gold rings, the rings being
fixed to the ends of the priest's bag; 17And they put the two twisted chains
on the two rings at the ends of the priest's bag; 18And the other two ends of
the chains were joined to the two frames and fixed to the front of the ephod
over the arm-holes. 19And theymade two rings of gold and put them on the
two lower ends of the bag, on the inner side nearest to the ephod. 20And two
other gold rings were put on the front of the ephod, over the arm-holes, at
the join, and over the worked band. 21And the rings on the bag were fixed
to the rings of the ephod by a blue cord, keeping it in place over the band,
so that the bag might not get loose, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 22The
robe which went with the ephod was made all of blue; 23With a hole at the
top in the middle, like the hole in the coat of a fighting-man, edged with a
band tomake it strong. 24The skirts of the robe were worked all roundwith
fruits in blue and purple and redmade of twisted linen. 25And between the
fruits all round the skirt theyput goldbells, as theLord gaveorders toMoses.
26All round the skirt of the robewere bells and fruits in turn. 27The coats for
Aaronandhis sons theymadeof thebest linen; 28And the twistedhead-dress
for Aaron, and beautiful head-dresses of linen, and linen trousers, 29And a
linenbandworkedwith a design of blue andpurple and red, as the Lordhad
said toMoses. 30The plate for the holy crownwasmade of the best gold, and
on it were cut these words, HOLY TO THE LORD. 31 It was fixed to the head-
dress by ablue cord, as theLordhad givenorders toMoses. 32So all thework
on theHouseof theTentofmeetingwasdone; as theLordhadgivenorders to
Moses, so the children of Israel did it. 33Then they took the House to Moses,
the tent with all the things for it; its hooks, its boards, its rods, its pillars,
and its bases; 34The outer cover of sheepskins coloured red, and the cover of
leather, and the veil for the doorway; 35The ark of the law, with its rods and
its cover; 36The table, with all its vessels and the holy bread; 37The support
for the lights, with the vessels for the lights to be put in their places on it, and
all its vessels, and the oil for the lights; 38 And the gold altar, and the holy
oil, and the sweet perfume for burning, and the curtain for the doorway of
the tent; 39And the brass altar, with its network of brass, and its rods and all
its vessels, and thewashing-vessel and its base; 40The hangings for the open
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space, with the pillars and their bases, and the curtain for the doorway, and
the cords and nails, and all the instruments necessary for the work of the
House of the Tent of meeting; 41The robes for use in the holy place, and the
holy robes for Aaron and his sons when acting as priests. 42The children of
Israel did everything as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 43ThenMoses,
when he saw all their work and saw that they had done everything as the
Lord had said, gave them his blessing.

40
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2On the first day of the firstmonth you are to

put up the House of the Tent of meeting. 3 And inside it put the ark of the
law, hanging the veil before it. 4 And put the table inside, placing all the
things on it in order; and put in the support for the lights, and let its lights
be burning. 5And put the gold altar for burning perfumes in front of the ark
of the law, hanging the curtain over the doorway of the House. 6 And put
the altar of burned offerings before the doorway of the House of the Tent of
meeting. 7And let the washing-vessel, with water in it, be put between the
Tent of meeting and the altar. 8And put up the hangings forming the open
space all round it, with the curtain over its doorway. 9And take the holy oil
and put it on the House and everything in it, and make it and everything in
it holy: 10 And put oil on the altar of burned offering, and make it and all
its vessels holy; this altar is to be most holy. 11And put oil on the washing-
vessel and its base, andmake themholy. 12Then let Aaron andhis sons come
to the door of the Tent ofmeeting; and afterwashing themwithwater, 13You
are to put on Aaron the holy robes; and you are to put oil on him, andmake
him holy, so that he may be my priest. 14 And take his sons with him and
put coats on them; 15And put oil on them as you did on their father, so that
theymay bemy priests: the putting on of oil will make thempriests for ever,
from generation to generation. 16And Moses did this; as the Lord gave him
orders, so he did. 17 So on the first day of the first month in the second year
theHousewasputup. 18Mosesputup theHouse; placing its bases inposition
and liftingup its uprights, putting in the rods andplanting thepillars in their
places; 19 Stretching the outer tent over it, and covering it, as the Lord had
givenhimorders. 20Andhe took the lawandput it inside the ark, andput the
rods at its side and the cover over it; 21And he took the ark into the House,
hanging up the veil before it as the Lord had given him orders. 22And he put
the table in the Tent of meeting, on the north side outside the veil. 23 And
he put the bread on it in order before the Lord, as the Lord had said. 24The
support for the lights he put in the Tent ofmeeting, opposite the table, on the
south side: 25Lighting the lights before the Lord, as the Lord had given him
orders. 26Andheput the gold altar in the Tent ofmeeting, in front of the veil:
27 Burning sweet perfumes on it, as the Lord had given him orders. 28And
he put up the curtain at the doorway of the House. 29And at the door of the
House of the Tent of meeting, he put the altar of burned offerings, offering
on it the burned offering and the meal offering, as the Lord had given him
orders. 30And between the altar and the Tent of meeting he put the vessel
with water in it for washing. 31 In it the hands and feet of Moses and Aaron
and his sons were washed, 32Whenever they went into the Tent of meeting,
and when they came near the altar, as the Lord had given orders to Moses.



Exodus 40:33 101 Exodus 40:38

33And he put up the hangings forming the open space round the House and
the altar, and put the curtain over the doorway. So Moses made the work
complete. 34 Then the cloud came down covering the Tent of meeting, and
theHousewas full of the glory of the Lord; 35So thatMoseswasnot able to go
into the Tent of meeting, because the cloud was resting on it, and the House
was full of the glory of the Lord. 36 And whenever the cloud was taken up
from the House, the children of Israel went forward on their journey: 37But
while the cloudwas there, theymade nomove till it was taken up. 38For the
cloudof theLordwas resting on theHousebyday, andat night therewasfire
in the cloud, before the eyes of all the people of Israel, and so it was through
all their journeys.
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The Third Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1 And the voice of the Lord came to Moses out of the Tent of meeting,
saying, 2 Give these orders to the children of Israel: When anyone of you
makes an offering to the Lord, you are to take it from the cattle, from the
herd or from the flock. 3 If the offering is a burned offering of the herd, let
him give a male without a mark: he is to give it at the door of the Tent of
meeting so that he may be pleasing to the Lord. 4And he is to put his hand
on the head of the burned offering and it will be taken for him, to take away
his sin. 5And the ox is to be put to death before the Lord: then Aaron's sons,
the priests, are to take the blood and put some of it on and round the altar
which is at the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 6And the burned offering is to be
skinned and cut up into its parts. 7And Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put
fire on the altar andput thewood in order on thefire: 8AndAaron's sons, the
priests, are to put the parts, the head and the fat, in order on thewoodwhich
is on the fire on the altar: 9But its inside parts and its legs are to be washed
with water, and it will all be burned on the altar by the priest for a burned
offering, an offering made by fire, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 10 And if
his offering is of the flock, a burned offering of sheep or goats, let him give a
male without a mark. 11And he is to put it to death on the north side of the
altar before the Lord: and Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put some of the
blood on and round the altar. 12 And the offering is to be cut into its parts,
with its head and its fat; and the priest is to put them in order on the wood
which is on the fire on the altar: 13But the inside parts and the legs are to be
washed with water; and the priest will make an offering of all of it, burning
it on the altar: it is a burned offering, an offering made by fire, for a sweet
smell to the Lord. 14 And if his offering to the Lord is a burned offering of
birds, then he is to make his offering of doves or of young pigeons. 15 And
the priest is to take it to the altar, and after its head has been twisted off, it is
to be burned on the altar, and its blood drained out on the side of the altar:
16Andhe is to take away its stomach,with its feathers, andput it downby the
east side of the altar, where the burned waste is put: 17And let it be broken
open at the wings, but not cut in two; and let it be burned on the altar by the
priest on the wood which is on the fire; it is a burned offering; an offering
made by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord.

2
1And when anyone makes a meal offering to the Lord, let his offering be

of the best meal, with oil on it and perfume: 2And let him take it to Aaron's
sons, the priests; and having taken in his hand some of the meal and of the
oil, with all the perfume, let himgive it to the priest to be burned on the altar,
as a sign, an offering made by fire, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 3And the
rest of themeal offeringwill be for Aaron andhis sons; it ismost holy among
the Lord's fire offerings. 4And when you give a meal offering cooked in the
oven, let it be of unleavened cakes of the best meal mixed with oil, or thin
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unleavened cakes covered with oil. 5And if you give ameal offering cooked
on a flat plate, let it be of the bestmeal, unleavened andmixedwith oil. 6Let
it be broken into bits, and put oil on it; it is a meal offering. 7 And if your
offering is of meal cooked in fat over the fire, let it be made of the best meal
mixed with oil. 8And you are to give the meal offering made of these things
to the Lord, and let the priest take it to the altar. 9And he is to take from the
meal offering a part, for a sign, burning it on the altar; an offering made by
fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 10And the rest of the meal offering will be
for Aaron and his sons; it is most holy among the Lord's fire offerings. 11No
mealofferingwhichyougive to theLord is tobemadewith leaven; no leaven
or honey is to be burned as an offering made by fire to the Lord. 12Youmay
give them as an offering of first-fruits to the Lord, but they are not to go up
as a sweet smell on the altar. 13And every meal offering is to be salted with
salt; yourmeal offering is not to bewithout the salt of the agreement of your
God: with all your offerings give salt. 14 And if you give a meal offering of
first-fruits to the Lord, give, as your offering of first-fruits, new grain, made
drywithfire, crushednewgrain. 15Andput oil on it andperfume: it is ameal
offering. 16And part of themeal of the offering and part of the oil and all the
perfume is to be burned for a sign by the priest: it is an offeringmade by fire
to the Lord.

3
1 And if his offering is given for a peace-offering; if he gives of the herd,

male or female, let him give itwithout anymark on it, before the Lord. 2And
he is to put his hand on the head of his offering andput it to death at the door
of the Tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put some of the
blood on and round the altar. 3And he is to give of the peace-offering, as an
offeringmade byfire to the Lord; the fat covering the inside parts and all the
fat on the inside parts, 4And the two kidneys, and the fat on them, which is
by the top part of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he
is to take away; 5 That it may be burned by Aaron's sons on the altar, on the
burned offering which is on the wood on the fire: it is an offering made by
fire of a sweet smell to the Lord. 6And ifwhat he gives for a peace-offering to
the Lord is of the flock, let him give a male or female, without any mark on
it. 7 If his offering is a lamb, then let it be placed before the Lord: 8And he is
to put his hand on the head of his offering and put it to death before the Tent
of meeting; and Aaron's sons are to put some of its blood on and round the
altar. 9And of the peace-offering, let him give an offeringmade by fire to the
Lord; the fat of it, all the fat tail, he is to take away near the backbone; and
the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside parts, 10And the
two kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and
the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away; 11That it may be
burned by the priest on the altar; it is the food of the offeringmade by fire to
the Lord. 12And if his offering is a goat, then let it be placed before the Lord,
13And let him put his hand on the head of it and put it to death before the
Tent of meeting; and the sons of Aaron are to put some of its blood on and
round the altar. 14And of it let him make his offering, an offering made by
fire to the Lord; the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside
parts, 15And the two kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part
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of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, let him take away;
16That itmaybeburnedby thepriest on thealtar; it is the foodof theoffering
made by fire for a sweet smell: all the fat is the Lord's. 17 Let it be an order
for ever, through all your generations, in all your houses, that you are not to
take fat or blood for food.

4
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel: These are the

offerings of anyone who does wrong through error, doing any of the things
which by the Lord's order are not to be done: 3 If the chief priest by doing
wrong becomes a cause of sin to the people, then let him give to the Lord for
the sinwhich he has done, an ox, without anymark, for a sin-offering. 4And
he is to take the ox to the door of the Tent ofmeeting before the Lord; andput
his handon its headandput it to deathbefore theLord. 5And the chief priest
is to take some of its blood and take it to the Tent ofmeeting; 6And the priest
is to put his finger in the blood, shaking drops of it before the Lord seven
times, in front of the veil of the holy place. 7And the priest is to put some of
the blood on the horns of the altar on which perfume is burned before the
Lord in the Tent of meeting, draining out all the rest of the blood of the ox
at the base of the altar of burned offering which is at the door of the Tent of
meeting. 8And he is to take away all the fat of the ox of the sin-offering; the
fat covering the inside parts and all the fat of the inside parts, 9And the two
kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and the
fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away, 10As it is taken from
the ox of the peace-offering; and it is to be burned by the priest on the altar
of burned offerings. 11And the skin of the ox and all its flesh, with its head
and its legs and its inside parts and its waste, 12All the ox, he is to take away
outside the circle of the tents into a clean place where the burned waste is
put, and there it is to be burned onwoodwith fire. 13And if all the people of
Israel do wrong, without anyone's knowledge; if they have done any of the
things which by the Lord's order are not to be done, causing sin to come on
them; 14When the sin which they have done comes to light, then let all the
people give an ox for a sin-offering, and take it before the Tent of meeting.
15And let the chiefs of the people put their hands on its headbefore the Lord,
andput the ox to deathbefore theLord. 16And thepriest is to take someof its
blood to theTent ofmeeting; 17Andputhis finger in theblood, shakingdrops
of the blood seven times before the Lord in front of the veil. 18And he is to
put someof thebloodon thehornsof thealtarwhich is before theLord in the
Tent of meeting; and all the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base
of the altar of burned offering at the door of the Tent of meeting. 19And he
is to take off all its fat, burning it on the altar. 20Let him dowith the ox as he
didwith the ox of the sin-offering; and the priestwill take away their sin and
theywill have forgiveness. 21Then let the ox be taken away outside the tent-
circle, that itmay be burned as the other oxwas burned; it is the sin-offering
for all the people. 22 If a ruler doeswrong, and in error does any of the things
which, by the order of the Lord his God, are not to be done, causing sin to
come on him; 23When the sin which he has done is made clear to him, let
him give for his offering a goat, amale without anymark. 24And he is to put
his hand on the head of the goat and put it to death in the place where they
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put to death the burned offering before the Lord: it is a sin-offering. 25And
the priest is to take some of the blood of the offering with his finger and put
it on the horns of the altar of burned offering, draining out the rest of the
blood at the base of the altar of burned offering. 26And all the fat of it is to be
burned on the altar like the fat of the peace-offering; and the priest will take
away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 27And if any one of the common
people doeswrong in error, doing any of the thingswhich the Lordhas given
orders are not to be done, causing sin to come onhim; 28When the sinwhich
he has done is made clear to him, then he is to give for his offering a goat, a
female without any mark, for the sin which he has done. 29And he is to put
his handon theheadof the sin-offering andput it to death in theplacewhere
they put to death the burned offering. 30And the priest is to take some of the
blood with his finger, and put it on the horns of the altar of burned offering,
and all the rest of its blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar. 31And
let all its fat be taken away, as the fat is taken away from the peace-offerings,
and let it be burned on the altar by the priest for a sweet smell to the Lord;
and the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 32And if
he gives a lambashis sin-offering, let it be a femalewithout anymark; 33And
he is to put his hand on the head of the offering and put it to death for a sin-
offering in the placewhere they put to death the burned offering. 34And the
priest is to take some of the blood of the offeringwith his finger and put it on
the horns of the altar of burned offering, and all the rest of the blood is to be
drained out at the base of the altar; 35And let him take away all its fat, as the
fat is taken away from the lamb of the peace-offerings; and let it be burned
by the priest on the altar among the offerings made by fire to the Lord: and
the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness.

5
1And if anyone does wrong by saying nothing when he is put under oath

as a witness of something he has seen or had knowledge of, then he will be
responsible: 2 If anyone becomes unclean through touching unconsciously
someunclean thing, such as the dead body of an unclean beast or of unclean
cattle or of any unclean animal which goes flat on the earth, he will be
responsible: 3Or ifhebecomesunclean through touchingunconsciouslyany
unclean thing of man, whatever it may be, when it is made clear to him he
will be responsible: 4Or if anyone, without thought, takes an oath to do evil
or to do good, whatever he says without thought, with an oath, having no
knowledge of what he is doing; when it becomes clear to him, he will be
responsible for any of these things. 5 And whoever is responsible for any
such sin, let him make a statement openly of his wrongdoing; 6And take to
the Lord the offering for the wrong which he has done, a female from the
flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin-offering, and the priest will take away his
sin. 7And if he has not money enough for a lamb, then let him give, for his
offering to the Lord, two doves or two young pigeons; one for a sin-offering
and one for a burned offering. 8And let him take them to the priest, whowill
first give the sin-offering, twisting off its head from its neck, but not cutting
it in two; 9Andhe is to put drops of the blood of the offering on the side of the
altar, and the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar; it is
a sin-offering. 10And the second is for a burned offering, in agreement with
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the law; and the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness.
11But if he has not enoughmoney for two doves or two young pigeons, then
let him give, for the sin he has done, the tenth part of an ephah of the best
meal, for a sin-offering; let him put no oil on it, and no perfume, for it is a
sin-offering. 12And let him come to the priest with it, and the priest will take
someof it inhis hand, tobeburnedon thealtar as a sign, among theofferings
of the Lordmade by fire: it is a sin-offering. 13And the priest will take away
his sin and he will have forgiveness: and the rest of the offering will be the
priest's, in the sameway as themeal offering. 14And the Lord said toMoses,
15 If anyone is untrue, sinning in error in connection with the holy things of
the Lord, let him take his offering to the Lord, a male sheep from the flock,
without anymark, of the value fixed by you in silver by shekels, by the scale
of the holy place. 16And he is to make payment to the priest for what he has
donewrong in relation to theholy thing, togetherwith afifthpart of its value
in addition; and the priest will take away his sin by the sheep of his offering,
and he will have forgiveness. 17And if anyone does wrong, and does any of
the thingswhich the Lord has given orders are not to be done, thoughhe has
no knowledge of it, still he is in the wrong and he is responsible. 18 Let him
come to the priest with a sheep, amale without anymark out of the flock, of
the value fixed by you, as an offering for his error; and the priest will take
away the sin which he did in error, and he will have forgiveness. 19 It is an
offering for his error: he is certainly responsible before the Lord.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 If anyone does wrong, and is untrue to the

Lord, acting falsely to his neighbour in connectionwith something put in his
care, or something given for a debt, or has taken away anything by force, or
has been cruel to his neighbour, 3Or has taken a false oath about the loss of
something which he has come across by chance; if a man has done any of
these evil things, 4Causing sin to come onhim, then hewill have to give back
the thing he took by force or got by cruel acts, or the goods which were put
in his care or the thing he came on by chance, 5Or anything about which he
took a false oath; hewill have to give it all back, with the addition of a fifth of
its value, to him whose property it is, when he has been judged to be in the
wrong. 6Then lethimtake to theLord theoffering forhiswrongdoing; giving
to the priest for his offering, amale sheep from the flock, without anymark,
of the value fixed by you: 7And the priest will take away his sin from before
the Lord, andhewill have forgiveness forwhatever crimehehas done 8And
the Lord said toMoses, 9Give orders to Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is
the law for the burned offering: the offering is to be on the fire-wood on the
altar all night till themorning; and the fire of the altar is to be kept burning.
10And the priest is to put on his linen robes and his linen trousers, and take
up what is over of the offering after it has been burned on the altar, and put
it by the side of the altar. 11 Then having taken off his linen robes and put
on other clothing, he is to take it away into a clean place, outside the tent-
circle. 12Thefire on the altar is to be kept burning; it is never to go out; every
morning the priest is to put wood on it, placing the burned offering in order
on it, and there the fat of the peace-offering is to be burned. 13 Let the fire
be kept burning on the altar at all times; it is never to go out. 14And this is
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the law for the meal offering: it is to be offered to the Lord before the altar
by the sons of Aaron. 15 The priest is to take in his hand some of the meal
of the meal offering and of the oil of it, and all the perfume on it, burning it
on the altar as a sign, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 16And whatever is over
Aaron and his sons may have for their food, taking it without leaven in a
holy place; in the open space of the Tent of meeting they may take a meal of
it. 17 It is not to be cooked with leaven. I have given it to them as their part
of the offerings made by fire to me; it is most holy, as are the sin-offerings
and the offerings for error. 18Every male among the children of Aaronmay
have it for food; it is their right for ever through all your generations, from
the offerings made by fire to the Lord: anyone touching them will be holy.
19 And the Lord said to Moses, 20 This is the offering which Aaron and his
sons are to make to the Lord on the day when he is made a priest: the tenth
part of an ephah of the bestmeal for ameal offering for ever; half of it in the
morning and half in the evening. 21 Let it be made with oil on a flat plate;
when it is well mixed and cooked, let it be broken and taken in as a meal
offering, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 22And the same offering is to be given
by that one of his sons who takes his place as priest; by an order for ever,
all of it is to be burned before the Lord. 23 Every meal offering offered for
the priest is to be completely burned: nothing of it is to be taken for food.
24And the Lord said toMoses, 25Say to Aaron andhis sons, This is the law for
the sin-offering: the sin-offering is to be put to death before the Lord in the
same place as the burned offering; it is most holy. 26 The priest by whom it
is offered for sin, is to take it for his food in a holy place, in the open space
of the Tent of meeting. 27 Anyone touching the flesh of it will be holy: and
if any of the blood is dropped on any clothing, the thing on which the blood
has been dropped is to be washed in a holy place. 28But the vessel of earth
in which the flesh was cooked is to be broken; or if a brass vessel was used,
it is to be rubbed clean andwashed outwithwater. 29Everymale among the
priests may take it for his food: it is most holy. 30No sin-offering, the blood
of which is taken into the Tent ofmeeting, to take away sin in the holy place,
may be used for food: it is to be burned with fire.

7
1And this is the law of the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy. 2They

are to put to death the offering for wrongdoing in the same place as the
burned offering; and the priest is to put the blood on and round the altar.
3And all the fat of it, the fat tail and the fat covering the inside parts, is to be
given as an offering. 4And the two kidneys, and the fat on them, which is by
the top of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take
away: 5They are to be burned by the priest on the altar for an offeringmade
by fire to the Lord: it is an offering for wrongdoing. 6Everymale among the
priests may have it as food in a holy place: it is most holy. 7 As is the sin-
offering, so is the offering for wrongdoing; there is one law for them: the
priest who makes the offering to take away sin, he is to have it. 8 And the
priest offering any man's burned offering for him, may have the skin of the
burned offeringwhich is offered by him. 9And everymeal offeringwhich is
cooked in the oven and everythingmade in a cooking pot or on aflat plate, is
for the priest by whom it is offered. 10And every meal offering, mixed with
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oil or dry, is for all the sons of Aaron in equal measure. 11And this is the law
for the peace-offerings offered to the Lord. 12 If any man gives his offering
as a praise-offering, then let him give with the offering, unleavened cakes
mixed with oil and thin unleavened cakes covered with oil and cakes of the
best meal well mixed with oil. 13With his peace-offering let him give cakes
of leavened bread, as a praise-offering. 14And let him give one out of every
offering to be lifted up before the Lord; that itmay be for the priestwho puts
the blood of the peace-offering on the altar. 15 And the flesh of the praise-
offering is to be taken as food on the daywhen it is offered; no part of it may
be kept till the morning. 16But if his offering is made because of an oath or
given freely, it may be taken as food on the day when it is offered; and the
rest may be used up on the day after: 17But if any of the flesh of the offering
is still unused on the third day, it is to be burned with fire. 18And if any of
the flesh of the peace-offering is taken as food on the third day, it will not be
pleasing to God andwill not be put to the account of himwho gives it; it will
beuncleanandacauseof sin tohimwho takes it as food. 19Andflesh touched
by any unclean thing may not be taken for food: it is to be burned with fire;
and as for the flesh of the peace-offerings, everyonewho is cleanmay take it
as food: 20Buthewho is uncleanwhenhe takes as food thefleshof thepeace-
offerings,whichare theLord's,will be cut off fromhis people. 21Andanyone
who, after touching any unclean thing of man or an unclean beast or any
unclean and disgusting thing, takes as food the flesh of the peace-offerings,
which are the Lord's, will be cut off from his people. 22 And the Lord said
to Moses, 23 Say to the children of Israel: You are not to take any fat, of ox
or sheep or goat, for food. 24 And the fat of that which comes to a natural
death, and the fat of that which is attacked by beasts, may be used for other
purposes, but not in any way for food. 25 For anyone who takes as food the
fat of any beast ofwhichmenmake an offering byfire to the Lord,will be cut
off from his people. 26And you are not to take for food any blood, of bird or
of beast, in any of your houses. 27Whoever takes any blood for food will be
cut off fromhis people. 28And theLord said toMoses, 29Say to the childrenof
Israel: Hewhomakesapeace-offering to theLord, is to giveanoffering to the
Lordout of his peace-offering: 30Hehimself is to take to theLord the offering
madebyfire, even the fatwith thebreast, so that thebreastmaybewaved for
a wave offering before the Lord. 31And the fat is to be burned by the priest
on the altar, but the breast is for Aaron and his sons. 32And the right leg you
are to give to the priest for an offering to be lifted up out of what is given for
your peace-offerings. 33 That man, among the sons of Aaron, by whom the
blood of the peace-offering and the fat are offered, is to have the right leg for
his part. 34For the breast which is waved and the right leg which is lifted up
on high I have taken from the children of Israel, from their peace-offerings,
and have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons as their right for
ever from the children of Israel. 35 This is the holy part given to Aaron and
to his sons, out of the offerings made to the Lord by fire, on the day when
theyweremade priests before the Lord; 36Which the Lord said the children
of Israel were to give them, on the day when he made them his priests. It
is their right for ever from generation to generation. 37 These are the laws
for the burned offering, themeal offering, and the offering for wrongdoing;
and for themaking of priests, and for the giving of peace-offerings; 38As they
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were given by the Lord to Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day when the Lord
gave orders to the children of Israel to make their offerings to the Lord, in
the waste land of Sinai.

8
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Take Aaron, and his sons with him, and the

robes and the holy oil and the ox of the sin-offering and the twomale sheep
and the basket of unleavened bread; 3And let all the people come together
at the door of the Tent of meeting. 4And Moses did as the Lord said, and all
the people came together at the door of the Tent of meeting. 5 And Moses
said to the people, This is what the Lord has given orders to be done. 6Then
Moses took Aaron and his sons; and after washing them with water, 7 He
put the coat on him, making it tight with its band, and then the robe, and
over it the ephod, with its band of needlework to keep it in place. 8And he
put the priest's bag on him, and in the bag he put the Urim and Thummim.
9And on his head he put the head-dress, and in front of the head-dress the
plate of gold, the holy crown, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 10AndMoses
took the holy oil and put it on the House and on all the things in it, to make
them holy. 11 Seven times he put oil on the altar and on all its vessels, and
on the washing-basin and its base, to make them holy. 12 And some of the
oil he put on Aaron's head, to make him holy. 13 Then he took Aaron's sons,
clothing them with the coats, and putting the bands round them, and the
head-dresses on their heads, as the Lord had given him orders. 14 And he
took the ox of the sin-offering: and Aaron and his sons put their hands on
the head of the ox, 15And he put it to death; and Moses took the blood and
put it on the horns of the altar and round it with his finger, and made the
altar clean, draining out the blood at the base of the altar; so hemade it holy,
taking awaywhat was unclean. 16And he took all the fat on the inside parts,
and the fat on the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, to be burned on
the altar; 17But the ox, with its skin and its flesh and its waste, was burned
with fire outside the tent-circle, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 18And he
put the male sheep of the burned offering before the Lord, and Aaron and
his sons put their hands on its head, 19 And he put it to death; and Moses
put some of the blood on and round the altar. 20 And when the sheep had
beencut intoparts, theheadand theparts and the fatwereburnedbyMoses.
21And the insideparts and the legswerewashedwithwaterandall the sheep
was burnedbyMoses on the altar; itwas a burned offering for a sweet smell:
it was an offeringmade by fire to the Lord, as the Lord gave orders toMoses.
22 And he put the other sheep before the Lord, the sheep with which they
were made priests; and Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of
the sheep, 23Andheput it todeath; andMoses took someof thebloodandput
it on the point of Aaron's right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and
on the great toe of his right foot. 24Then he tookAaron's sons, andMoses put
some of the blood on the point of their right ears and on the thumbs of their
right hands and on the great toes of their right feet: andMoses put the blood
on and round the altar. 25 And he took the fat, and the fat tail, and the fat
on the inside parts, and the fat on the liver, and the two kidneys with their
fat, and the right leg; 26 And out of the basket of unleavened bread which
was before the Lord he took one unleavened cake, and one cake of bread
with oil on it, and one thin cake, and put themon the fat and on the right leg:
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27And he put them all on the hands of Aaron and on the hands of his sons,
waving them for a wave offering before the Lord. 28And Moses took them
from their hands, and theywere burned on the altar on the burned offering,
as a priest's offering for a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the Lord.
29AndMoses took thebreast,waving it for awaveofferingbefore theLord; it
wasMoses' part of the sheep of the priest's offering, as the Lord gave orders
toMoses. 30AndMoses took some of the holy oil and of the bloodwhichwas
on the altar and put it on Aaron and on his robes, and on his sons and on his
sons' robes; and made Aaron holy, and his robes and his sons and his sons'
robeswith him. 31AndMoses said to Aaron and to his sons, The flesh is to be
cooked inwaterat thedoorof theTentofmeeting, and thereyouare to take it
as food, togetherwith the bread in the basket, as I have given orders, saying,
It is the food of Aaron and his sons. 32 And that which is over of the flesh
and of the bread is to be burned with fire. 33And you are not to go out from
the door of the Tent of meeting for seven days, till the days for making you
priest are ended; for this will be the work of seven days. 34What has been
done this day, has been ordered by the Lord to take away your sin. 35 And
you are to keepwatch for the Lord at the door of the Tent ofmeeting day and
night for seven days, so that death may not come to you: for so he has given
meorders. 36AndAaron andhis sons did all the things aboutwhich the Lord
had given orders throughMoses.

9
1 And on the eighth day Moses sent for Aaron and his sons and the

responsible men of Israel; 2And he said to Aaron, Take a young ox for a sin-
offering and a male sheep for a burned offering, without a mark, and make
an offering of them before the Lord. 3And say to the children of Israel: Take
a he-goat for a sin-offering, and a young ox and a lamb, in their first year,
without any mark on them, for a burned offering; 4 And an ox and a male
sheep for peace-offerings, to be put to death before the Lord; and a meal
offeringmixed with oil: for this day you are to see the Lord. 5And they took
the things ordered by Moses, before the Tent of meeting, and all the people
came near, waiting before the Lord. 6AndMoses said, This is what the Lord
has said you are to do; and you will see the glory of the Lord. 7And Moses
said to Aaron, Come near to the altar and make your sin-offering and your
burned offering to take away your sin and the sin of the people, and make
the people's offering to take away their sin; as the Lordhas given orders. 8So
Aaron came near to the altar and put to death the ox for the sin-offering for
himself; 9 And the sons of Aaron gave him the blood and he put his finger
in the blood and put it on the horns of the altar, draining out the blood at
the base of the altar; 10But the fat and the kidneys and the fat on the liver of
the sin-offering were burned by him on the altar as the Lord gave orders to
Moses. 11And the flesh and the skin were burned with fire outside the tent-
circle; 12Andhe put to death the burned offering; andAaron's sons gave him
the blood and he put some of it on and round the altar; 13And they gave him
the parts of the burned offering, in their order, and the head, to be burned
on the altar. 14And the insideparts and the legs,when theyhadbeenwashed
withwater, were burned on the burned offering on the altar. 15Andhemade
an offering for the people and took the goat of the sin-offering for the people



Leviticus 9:16 111 Leviticus 10:14

and put it to death, offering it for sin, in the same way as the first. 16 And
he took the burned offering, offering it in the ordered way; 17 And he put
the meal offering before the Lord, and taking some of it in his hand he had
it burned on the altar, separately from the burned offering of the morning.
18And he put to death the ox and the sheep, which were the peace-offerings
for the people; and Aaron's sons gave him the blood and he put some of it on
and round the altar; 19And as for the fat of the ox and the fat tail of the sheep
and the fat covering the inside parts and the kidneys and the fat on the liver;
20They put the fat on the breasts, and the fat was burned on the altar. 21And
Aaron took the breasts and the right leg, waving them for a wave offering
before the Lord, as Moses gave orders. 22 And Aaron, lifting up his hands
to the people, gave them a blessing; and he came down from offering the
sin-offering, and the burned offering, and the peace-offerings. 23AndMoses
and Aaronwent into the Tent of meeting, and came out and gave the people
a blessing, and the glory of the Lord was seen by all the people. 24And fire
came out from before the Lord, burning up the offering on the altar and the
fat: and when all the people saw it, they gave a loud cry, falling down on
their faces.

10
1AndNadabandAbihu, the sonsofAaron, took their vessels andputfire in

them and perfume, burning strange fire before the Lord, which he had not
given them orders to do. 2And fire came out from before the Lord, burning
themup and causing their destruction before the Lord. 3ThenMoses said to
Aaron, This is what the Lord said, I will be holy in the eyes of all those who
come near to me, and I will be honoured before all the people. And Aaron
said nothing. 4AndMoses sent forMishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel,
the brother of Aaron's father, and said to them, Come near and take your
brothers away from before the holy place, outside the tent-circle. 5 So they
cameand took them, in their coats, outside the tent-circle, asMoseshad said.
6 And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, Do not let
your hair be loose, and give no signs of grief; so that deathmay not overtake
you, and his wrath come on all the people; but let there be weeping among
your brothers and all the house of Israel for this burning of the Lord's fire.
7And do not go out from the door of the Tent of meeting, or death will come
to you; for the holy oil of the Lord is on you. And they did as Moses said.
8 And the Lord said to Aaron: 9 Take no wine, or strong drink, you or your
sons with you, when you go into the Tent of meeting, that it may not be the
cause of death to you; this is an order for ever through all your generations.
10Andmake a division between the holy and the common, and between the
unclean and the clean; 11 Teaching the children of Israel all the laws which
the Lord has given them by the hand of Moses. 12And Moses said to Aaron
and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who were still living, Take the rest of
themeal offering from the offerings of the Lordmade by fire, and take it for
your food, without leaven, at the side of the altar, for it is most holy. 13 It is to
be for your food in a holy place, because it is your right and your sons' right,
from the offerings of the Lord made by fire: for so am I ordered. 14And the
breast which is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, you are to take
as your food in a clean place; you and your sons and your daughters with
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you: for they are given to you as your right and your sons' right, from the
peace-offerings of the children of Israel. 15 Let them take the breast which
is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, with the fat of the burned
offering, to be waved for a wave offering before the Lord; and this will be
for you and for your sonswith you, for a right for ever, as the Lord has given
orders. 16And Moses was looking for the goat of the sin-offering, but it was
burned; and hewas angrywith Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, who
were still living, saying, 17Why did you not make a meal of the sin-offering
in the holy place? For it ismost holy and he has given it to you, so that the sin
of the people may be put on it, to take away their sin before the Lord. 18 See,
its blood was not taken into the holy place: certainly it was right for you to
have taken it as food in the holy place, as I gave orders. 19And Aaron said to
Moses, You have seen that today they havemade their sin-offering and their
burned offering before the Lord, and such things as these have come onme.
If I had taken the sin-offering as food today, would it have been pleasing to
the Lord? 20And after hearing this, Moses was no longer angry.

11
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel:

These are the living thingswhichyoumayhave for foodamongall thebeasts
on the earth. 3 You may have as food any beast which has a division in the
horn of its foot, and whose food comes back into its mouth to be crushed
again. 4 But, at the same time, of those beasts, you may not take for food
the camel, because its food comes back but the horn of its foot is not parted
in two; it is unclean to you. 5 And the rock-badger, for the same reason, is
unclean to you. 6 And the hare, because the horn of its foot is not parted
in two, is unclean to you. 7 And the pig is unclean to you, because though
the horn of its foot is parted, its food does not come back. 8 Their flesh may
not be used for food, and their dead bodies may not even be touched; they
are unclean to you. 9These you may have for food of all things living in the
water: anything living in the water, in the seas or rivers, which has special
parts for swimming and skin formed of thin plates, may be used for food.
10All other things living andmoving in the water, in the sea or in the rivers,
are a disgusting thing to you; 11 They may not be used for food, and their
dead bodies are disgusting to you. 12 Anything in the water which has no
special parts for swimming andno thin plates on its skin is disgusting to you.
13And among birds these are to be disgusting to you, and not to be used for
food: the eagle and the gier-eagle and the ospray; 14 And the kite and the
falcon, and birds of that sort; 15 Every raven, and birds of that sort; 16 And
the ostrich and the night-hawk and the sea-hawk, and birds of that sort;
17And the little owl and the cormorant and the great owl; 18And the water-
hen and the pelican and the vulture; 19 The stork and the heron, and birds
of that sort, and the hoopoe and the bat. 20 Every winged four-footed thing
which goes on the earth is disgusting to you; 21But of thewinged four-footed
things, thosewhichhave long legs for jumpingon theearthyoumayhave for
food; 22 Such as all the different sorts of locust. 23But all other winged four-
footed things which go on the earth are disgusting to you. 24 By these you
will bemadeunclean; anyone touching their dead bodieswill be unclean till
evening: 25Whoever takes away the dead body of one of them is to have his
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clothingwashed, andwill be unclean till evening. 26Every beast, in the horn
ofwhose foot there is not a complete division, andwhose fooddoesnot come
back, is unclean to you: anyone touching one of thesewill be unclean. 27Any
four-footed beastwhich goes on the ball of its foot, is unclean to you: anyone
touching thedeadbodyofoneof thesewill beunclean till evening. 28Anyone
who takes away the dead body of one of these is to have his clothingwashed
and be unclean till evening. 29And these are unclean to you among things
which go low down on the earth; the weasel and the mouse and the great
lizard, and animals of that sort; 30And the ferret and the land crocodile and
the lizard and the sand-lizard and the chameleon. 31All these are unclean to
you: anyone touching themwhen they are deadwill be unclean till evening.
32 The dead body of any of these, falling on anything, will make that thing
unclean; if it is any vessel of wood, or clothing, or skin, or bag, whatever it
is, if it is used for any purpose, it will have to be put into water, and will be
unclean till evening; after that it will be clean. 33And if one of them gets into
any vessel of earth, whatever is in the vessel will be unclean and the vessel
will have tobebroken. 34Any food in it, andanythingonwhichwater from it
comes, will be unclean: any drink taken from such a vessel will be unclean.
35Any part of the dead body of one of these, falling on anything, will make it
unclean; if it is an oven or a cooking-pot it will have to be broken: they are
unclean and will be unclean to you. 36But at the same time a fountain or a
place where water is stored for use will be clean; but anyone touching their
dead bodies will be unclean. 37 If any part of the dead body of one of these
gets on to any seed for planting, it is clean; 38But if water is put on the seed,
and any part of the dead body gets on to it, it will be unclean to you. 39And
if any beast which may be used for food comes to a natural death, anyone
touching its deadbodywill be unclean till evening. 40Andhewhomakes use
of any part of its body for food is to have his clothingwashed and be unclean
till evening; and anyone taking away its body is to have his clothingwashed
and be unclean till evening. 41Everything which goes flat on its body on the
earth is disgusting, and is not to be used for food. 42Whatever goes on its
stomach or on four feet or has a great number of feet, even all those going
flat on the earth, may not be used for food, for they are disgusting. 43 You
are not to make yourselves disgusting with anything which goes about flat
on the earth; you may not make yourselves unclean with them, in such a
way that you are not holy to me. 44 For I am the Lord your God: for this
reason, make and keep yourselves holy, for I am holy; you are not to make
yourselves uncleanwith any sort of thingwhich goes about flat on the earth.
45 For I am the Lord, who took you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God;
so be you holy, for I am holy. 46 This is the law about beasts and birds and
every living thing moving in the waters, and every living thing which goes
flat on the earth: 47Marking out the unclean from the clean, and the living
thing whichmay be used for food from that whichmay not.

12
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a woman is

with child and gives birth to amale child, shewill be unclean for seven days,
aswhen she is unwell. 3Andon the eighthday let himbe given circumcision.
4 And she will be unclean for thirty-three days till the flow of her blood is
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stopped; no holy thing may be touched by her, and she may not come into
the holy place, till the days formaking her clean are ended. 5But if she gives
birth to a female child, then she will be unclean for two weeks, as when she
is unwell; and shewill not be completely clean for sixty-six days. 6Andwhen
the days are ended formaking her clean for a son or a daughter, let her take
to the priest at the door of the Tent of meeting, a lamb of the first year for
a burned offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin-offering: 7 And
the priest is to make an offering of it before the Lord and take away her sin,
and she will be made clean from the flow of her blood. This is the law for
a woman who gives birth to a male or a female. 8And if she has not money
enough for a lamb, then let her take two doves or two young pigeons, one
for a burned offering and the other for a sin-offering, and the priestwill take
away her sin and she will be clean,

13
1And the Lord said toMoses andAaron, 2 If amanhas onhis skin a growth

or a mark or a white place, and it becomes the disease of a leper, let him be
taken to Aaron the priest, or to one of the priests, his sons; 3 And if, when
the priest sees the mark on his skin, the hair on the place is turned white
and themark seems to go deeper than the skin, it is themark of a leper: and
the priest, after looking at him, will say that he is unclean. 4But if the mark
on his skin is white, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and the
hair on it is not turnedwhite, then the priest will keep him shut up for seven
days; 5And the priest is to see him on the seventh day; and if, in his opinion,
the place on his skin has not becomeworse and is not increased in size, then
the priest will keep him shut up for seven days more: 6And the priest is to
see him again on the seventh day; and if the mark is less bright and is not
increased on his skin, then let the priest say that he is clean: it is only a skin-
mark, and after his clothing has been washed he will be clean. 7 But if the
size of themark on his skin is increased after he has been seen by the priest,
let him go to the priest again: 8And if, after looking at him, he sees that the
mark is increased inhis skin, let thepriest say thathe isunclean; he is a leper.
9When the disease of a leper is seen on aman, let him be taken to the priest;
10And if thepriest sees that there is awhitegrowthon the skin, and thehair is
turnedwhite, and there is diseased flesh in the growth, 11 It is an old disease
in the skin of his flesh, and the priest will say that he is unclean; he will not
have to be shut up, for he is clearly unclean. 12And if the disease comes out
all over his skin, from his head to his feet, as far as the priest is able to see,
13And if the priest sees that all his flesh is covered with the leper's disease,
the priest will say that he is clean: it is all turned white, he is clean. 14 But
whenever diseased flesh is seen on him, he will be unclean. 15 And when
the priest sees the diseased flesh he will say that he is unclean; the diseased
flesh is unclean, he is a leper. 16Or if the diseased flesh is turned again and
changed to white then he is to come to the priest, 17And the priest will see
him: and if the place is turned white, then the priest will say that he is free
from the disease. 18And if a bad place has come out on the skin and is well
again, 19And on the same place there is awhite growth of a brightmark, red
andwhite, then let the priest see it; 20And after looking at it, if it seems to go
deeper than the skin, and the hair on it is turned white, then the priest will
say that the man is unclean: it is the leper's disease, it has come out in the
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bad place. 21But if, after looking at it, he sees that there are no white hairs
on it, and it is not deeper than the skin, and it is not very bright, then let the
priest keep him shut up for seven days: 22And if it is increasing on the skin,
the priest will say that he is unclean: it is a disease. 23But if the bright mark
keeps in the same place and gets no greater, it is the mark of the old wound,
and the priest will say that he is clean. 24 Or if there is a burn on the skin
of the flesh, and if the diseased flesh in the burn becomes a bright place, red
andwhite orwhite, 25Thepriest is to see it: and if thehair on thebright place
is turned white and it seems to go deeper than the skin, he is a leper: it has
comeout in theburn, and thepriestwill say thathe isunclean: it is the leper's
disease. 26But if, after looking at it, the priest sees that there is nowhite hair
on the bright place, and it is not deeper than the skin, and is not very bright,
then let the priest keep him shut up for seven days: 27And the priest is to see
him again on the seventh day; if it is increased in the skin, then the priest
will say that he is unclean: it is the leper's disease. 28And if the bright place
keeps the same size and gets no greater on the skin, but is less bright, it is
the effect of the burn, and the priest will say that he is clean: it is the mark
of the burn. 29Andwhen aman or a woman has a disease on the head, or in
the hair of the chin, 30 Then the priest is to see the diseased place: and if it
seems to go deeper than the skin, and if there is thin yellow hair in it, then
thepriestwill say thathe isunclean: hehas themarkof the leper's diseaseon
his head or in the hair of his chin. 31And after looking at the diseased place,
if it does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and there is no black hair in it,
then the priest will have him shut up for seven days: 32And on the seventh
day the priest will see the place: and if it is not increased, and there is no
yellow hair in it, and it does not seem to go deeper than the skin, 33Then his
hair is to be cut off, but not on the diseased place, and he is to be shut up for
seven daysmore: 34And on the seventh day the priestwill see the place: and
if it is not increased, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, the priest
will say that he is clean: and after his clothing has been washed he will be
clean. 35But if the disease in his skin becomesworse after he has beenmade
clean, 36Then the priest is to see him: and if themark is increased, the priest,
without looking for the yellowhair,will say that he is unclean. 37But if, in his
opinion, the growth is stopped, and black hair has come up on it, the disease
has gone; he is clean and the priest will say that he is clean. 38And if a man
or a woman has bright marks on the skin of their flesh, that is, bright white
marks, 39Then the priest is to see them: and if thewhitemarks on their skin
are not very bright, it is a skin disease which has come out on the skin; he
is clean. 40 And if a man's hair has come out and he has no hair, still he is
clean. 41And if the hair has gone from the front part of his head, so that he
has no hair there, still he is clean. 42But if, on his head or on his brow,where
he has no hair, there is a red and white place, it is the disease of the leper
coming out on his head or on his brow. 43 Then if the priest sees that the
growth of the disease has become red and white on his head or on his brow
where there is no hair, like themark in the skin of a leper; 44He is a leper and
unclean; the priest is to say that he is most certainly unclean: the disease is
in his head. 45And the leper who has the disease on him is to go about with
signs of grief, with his hair loose and his mouth covered, crying, Unclean,
unclean. 46While the disease is on him, he will be unclean. He is unclean:
let him keep by himself, living outside the tent-circle. 47And any clothing of
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wool or of linen inwhich is themark of the disease; 48 If it is in the threads of
the linen or of the wool, or in leather, or in anythingmade of skin; 49 If there
are red or greenmarks on the clothing, or on the leather, or in the threads of
the cloth, or in anything made of skin, it is the leper's disease: let the priest
see it. 50Andafter it has been seenby thepriest, the thingwhich is somarked
is to be shut up for seven days: 51And he is to see the mark on the seventh
day; if themark is increased in the clothing, or in the threads of thematerial,
or in the leather, whatever the leather is used for, it is the disease biting into
it: it isunclean. 52And theclothing, or thewoolor linenmaterial, oranything
of leather in which is the disease, is to be burned: for the disease is biting
into it; let it be burned in the fire. 53And if the priest sees that the mark is
not increased in the clothing or in any part of the material or in the leather,
54 Then the priest will give orders for the thing on which the mark is, to be
washed, and to be shut up for seven daysmore: 55And if, after themark has
been washed, the priest sees that the colour of it is not changed and it is not
increased, it is to be burned in the fire: the disease is working in it, though
the damage may be inside or outside. 56And if the priest sees that the mark
is less bright after the washing, then let him have it cut out of the clothing
or the leather or from the threads of the material: 57And if the mark is still
seen in the clothing or in the threads of thematerial or in the leather, it is the
disease coming out: the thing in which the disease is will have to be burned
with fire. 58And the material of the clothing, or anything of skin, which has
been washed, if the mark has gone out of it, let it be washed a second time
and it will be clean. 59This is the law about the leper's disease in the thread
of wool or linen material, in clothing or in anything of skin, saying how it is
to be judged clean or unclean.

14
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2This is the law of the leper on the daywhen

he is made clean: he is to be taken to the priest; 3 And the priest is to go
outside the tent-circle; and if, after looking, the priest sees that the mark of
the disease has gone from him, 4Then the priest is to give orders to take, for
him who is to be made clean, two living clean birds and some cedar wood
and red thread and hyssop. 5And the priest will give orders for one of the
birds to be put to death in a vessel made of earth, over flowing water. 6And
he will take the living bird and the wood and the red thread and the hyssop
and put them in the blood of the bird which was put to death over flowing
water. 7And shaking it seven times over the man who is to be made clean,
he will say that he is clean and will let the living bird go free into the open
country. 8And hewho is to bemade cleanwill have his clothingwashed and
his hair cut andhave abath, andhewill be clean. Andafter that hewill come
back to the tent-circle; but he is to keep outside his tent for seven days. 9And
on the seventh day he is to have all the hair cut off his head and his chin and
over his eyes — all his hair is to be cut off — and he will have his clothing
washed and his body bathed in water and he will be clean. 10 And on the
eighth day let him take two male lambs, without any marks on them, and
one female lamb of the first year, without a mark, and three tenth parts of
an ephahof the bestmeal,mixedwith oil, and one log of oil. 11And the priest
who ismaking himcleanwill put themanwho is beingmade clean, together
with these things, before the door of the Tent of meeting. 12And the priest is
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to take one of themale lambs and give it as an offering for wrongdoing, and
the log of oil, waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; 13And he is
to put the male lamb to death in the place where they put to death the sin-
offering and the burned offering, in the holy place; for as the sin-offering is
the property of the priest, so is the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy.
14 And let the priest take some of the blood of the offering for wrongdoing
andput it on the point of the right ear of himwho is to bemade clean, and on
the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot; 15And take
some of the oil and put it in the hollow of his left hand; 16And let the priest
put his right finger in the oil which is in his left hand, shaking it out with his
finger seven times before the Lord; 17And of the rest of the oil which is in his
hand, the priest will put some on the point of the right ear of the man who
is to bemade clean, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe
of his right foot, over the blood of the offering for wrongdoing; 18 And the
rest of the oil in the priest's hand he will put on the head of himwho is to be
made clean; and so the priest will make him free from sin before the Lord.
19And the priest will give the sin-offering, and take away the sin of himwho
is to bemade clean fromhis unclean condition; and after that hewill put the
burnedoffering to death. 20And thepriest is to have the burnedoffering and
the meal offering burned on the altar; and the priest will take away his sin
and hewill be clean. 21And if he is poor and not able to get somuch, then he
may take onemale lamb as an offering for wrongdoing, to be waved to take
away his sin, and one tenth part of an ephah of the best meal mixedwith oil
for a meal offering, and a log of oil; 22And two doves or two young pigeons,
such as he is able to get; and one will be for a sin-offering and the other for
a burned offering. 23And on the eighth day he will take them to the priest,
to the door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord, so that he may be made
clean. 24 And the priest will take the lamb of the offering for wrongdoing
and the oil, waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; 25And he will
put to death the lamb of the offering for wrongdoing and the priest will take
some of the blood of the offering for wrongdoing and put it on the point of
the right ear of him who is to be made clean, and on the thumb of his right
hand and on the great toe of his right foot; 26And the priestwill put out some
of the oil in the hollow of his left hand, 27 Shaking out drops of oil with his
right finger before the Lord seven times: 28And the priest will put some of
the oil which is in his hand on the point of the ear of the man who is to be
made clean and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his
right foot, on the place where the blood of the offering for wrongdoing was
put; 29And the rest of the oil which is in the priest's hand he will put on the
head of him who is to be made clean, to take away his sin before the Lord.
30 And he will make an offering of one of the doves or the young pigeons,
such as he is able to get; 31 And of these, he will give one for a sin-offering
and one for a burned offering, with the meal offering; and the priest will
take away the sin of him who is to be made clean before the Lord. 32This is
the law for the manwho has the disease of the leper on him, and who is not
able to get thatwhich is necessary formaking himself clean. 33And the Lord
said to Moses and Aaron, 34When you have come into the land of Canaan
which I will give you for your heritage, if I put the leper's disease on a house
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in the land of your heritage, 35 Then let the owner of the house come and
say to the priest, It seems to me that there is a sort of leper's disease in the
house. 36And the priest will give orders for everything to be taken out of the
house, before he goes in to see the disease, so that the things in the house
may not become unclean; and then the priest is to go in to see the house;
37And if he sees that thewalls of thehouse aremarkedwithhollows of green
and red, and if it seems to go deeper than the face of the wall; 38 Then the
priest will go out of the door of the house, and keep the house shut up for
seven days: 39And the priest is to come again on the seventh day and have
a look and see if the marks on the walls of the house are increased in size;
40 Then the priest will give orders to them to take out the stones in which
the disease is seen, and put themout into an unclean place outside the town:
41 And he will have the house rubbed all over inside, and the paste which
is rubbed off will be put out into an unclean place outside the town: 42And
theywill take other stones and put them in place of those stones, and hewill
take other paste and put it on the walls of the house. 43 And if the disease
comes out again in the house after he has taken out the stones and after the
walls have been rubbed and the new paste put on, 44 Then the priest will
come and see it; and if the disease in the house is increased in size, it is the
leper's disease working out in the house: it is unclean. 45And the house will
have to be pulled down, the stones of it and the wood and the paste; and
everything is to be taken out to an unclean place outside the town. 46And,
in addition, anyone who goes into the house at any time, while it is shut up,
will be unclean till evening. 47 And anyone who has been sleeping in the
house will have to have his clothing washed; and anyone who takes food in
that house will have to have his clothing washed. 48And if the priest comes
in, and sees that the disease is not increased after the new paste has been
put on the house, then the priest will say that the house is clean, because
the disease is gone. 49And in order tomake the house clean, let him take two
birds and cedar-woodand red thread andhyssop; 50Andput one of the birds
to death in a vessel of earth over flowing water; 51And take the cedar-wood
and the hyssop and the red thread and the living bird and put them in the
blood of the dead bird and in the flowing water, shaking it over the house
seven times. 52And he will make the house clean with the blood of the bird
and the flowingwater andwith the living bird andwith the cedar-wood and
the hyssop and the red thread. 53But he will let the living bird go out of the
town into the open country; so he will take away sin from the house and it
will be clean. 54This is the law for all signs of the leper's disease and for skin
diseases; 55 And for signs of disease in clothing, or in a house; 56 And for a
growth or a bad place or a bright mark on the skin; 57Tomake clear when it
is unclean andwhen it is clean: this is the law about the disease of the leper.

15
1And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel:

If a man has an unclean flow from his flesh, it will make him unclean. 3 If
the flow goes on or if the part is stopped up, to keep back the flow, he is
still unclean. 4 Every bed on which he has been resting will be unclean,
and everything on which he has been seated will be unclean. 5And anyone
touchinghis bed is to havehis clothingwashed andhis bodybathed inwater
and be unclean till evening. 6And he who has been seated on anything on
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which the unclean man has been seated is to have his clothing washed and
his bodybathed inwater andbeunclean till evening. 7Andanyone touching
the flesh of the unclean man is to have his clothing washed and his body
bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 8And if liquid from the mouth
of the unclean man comes on to him who is clean, then he is to have his
clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening.
9And any leather seat on a horse onwhich the uncleanmanhas been seated
will be unclean. 10 And anyone touching anything which was under him
will be unclean till the evening; anyone taking up any of these things is to
have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till
evening. 11And anyone on whom the unclean man puts his hands, without
washing theminwater, is tohavehis clothingwashedandhisbodybathed in
water and be unclean till evening. 12And any vessel of earthwhich has been
touched by the unclean man will have to be broken and any vessel of wood
washed. 13 And when a man who has a flow from his body is made clean
from it, he is to take seven days to make himself clean, washing his clothing
and bathing his body in flowing water, and then he will be clean. 14 And
on the eighth day he is to take two doves or two young pigeons and come
before theLord to thedoor of theTent ofmeeting andgive them to thepriest:
15And they are to be offered by the priest, one for a sin-offering and one for
a burned offering, and the priest will take away his sin before the Lord on
accountofhisflow. 16And if aman's seedgoesout fromhim, thenall hisbody
will have to be bathed in water and he will be unclean till evening. 17And
any clothing or skin on which the seed comes is to be washed with water
and be unclean till evening. 18And if a man has sex relations with a woman
and his seed goes out from him, the two of them will have to be bathed in
water andwill be unclean till evening. 19And if awomanhas a flowof blood
from her body, she will have to be kept separate for seven days, and anyone
touching her will be unclean till evening. 20 And everything on which she
has been resting, while she is kept separate, will be unclean, and everything
on which she has been seated will be unclean. 21And anyone touching her
bedwill have to have his clothingwashed and his body bathed inwater and
be unclean till evening. 22And anyone touching anything on which she has
been seated will have to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in
water and be unclean till evening. 23Anyone touching anything on the bed
or on the thing on which she has been seated, will be unclean till evening.
24 And if any man has sex relations with her so that her blood comes on
him, he will be unclean for seven days and every bed on which he has been
resting will be unclean. 25 And if a woman has a flow of blood for a long
time, not at the time when she generally has it, or if the flow goes on longer
than the normal time, she will be unclean while the flow of blood goes on,
as she is at other normal times. 26Every bed on which she has been resting
will be unclean, as at the times when she normally has a flow of blood, and
everything on which she has been seated will be unclean, in the same way.
27 And anyone touching these things will be unclean, and his clothing will
have to be washed and his body bathed in water and he will be unclean till
evening. 28But when her flow of blood is stopped, after seven days she will
be clean. 29Andon the eighth day let her get twodoves or two youngpigeons
and take them to the priest to the door of the Tent ofmeeting, 30Tobe offered
by the priest, one for a sin-offering and one for a burned offering; and the
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priest will take away her sin before the Lord on account of her unclean
condition. 31 In this way may the children of Israel be made free from all
sorts of unclean conditions, so that deathmay not overtake themwhen they
are unclean and when they make unclean my holy place which is among
them. 32This is the law for the man who has a flow from his body, or whose
seed goes from him so that he is unclean; 33And for her who has a flow of
blood, and for any man or woman who has an unclean flow, and for him
who has sex relations with a womanwhen she is unclean.

16
1And theLord said toMoses, after thedeathof the two sons ofAaronwhen

they took in strangefirebefore theLordanddeathovertook them; 2TheLord
said to Moses, Say to Aaron, your brother, that he may not come at all times
into the holy place inside the veil, before the cover which is on the ark, for
fear that deathmay overtake him; for Iwill be seen in the cloud on the cover
of the ark. 3Let Aaron come into the holy place in this way: with an ox for a
sin-offering andamale sheep for aburnedoffering. 4Let himput on theholy
linen coat, and the linen trousers onhis body, and the linenband roundhim,
and the linen head-dress on his head; for this is holy clothing, and before he
puts them on his body is to be washed with water. 5And let him take from
the childrenof Israel twohe-goats for a sin-offering andonemale sheep for a
burned offering. 6And Aaron is to give the ox of the sin-offering for himself,
to make himself and his house free from sin. 7 And he is to take the two
goats and put them before the Lord at the door of the Tent of meeting. 8And
Aaron will make selection from the two goats by the decision of the Lord,
one goat for the Lord and one for Azazel. 9And the goatwhich ismarked out
for the Lord, let Aaron give for a sin-offering. 10But the goat for Azazel is to
be placed living before the Lord, for the taking away of sin, that it may be
sent away for Azazel into the waste land. 11 And Aaron is to give the ox of
the sin-offering for himself and take away sin from himself and his house,
and put to death the ox of the sin-offering which is for himself. 12And he is
to take a vessel full of burning coal from the altar before the Lord and in his
hand some sweet perfume crushed small, and take it inside the veil; 13And
let him put the perfume on the fire before the Lord so that the ark may be
covered with a cloud of the smoke of the perfume, in order that death may
not overtake him. 14And let him take some of the blood of the ox, shaking
drops of it fromhis finger on the cover of the ark on the east side, and before
it, seven times. 15 Then let him put to death the goat of the sin-offering for
the people, and take its blood inside the veil and do with it as he did with
the blood of the ox, shaking drops of it on and before the cover of the ark.
16And let himmake the holy place free fromwhatever is unclean among the
children of Israel and from their wrongdoing in all their sins; and let him
do the same for the Tent of meeting, which has its place among an unclean
people. 17 And no man may be in the Tent of meeting from the time when
Aaron goes in to take away sin in the holy place till he comes out, having
made himself and his house and all the people of Israel free from sin. 18And
he is to go out to the altarwhich is before the Lord andmake it free from sin;
and he is to take some of the blood of the ox and the blood of the goat and
put it on the horns of the altar and round it; 19 Shaking drops of the blood
from his finger on it seven times tomake it holy and clean fromwhatever is
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unclean among the children of Israel. 20Andwhen he has done whatever is
necessary to make the holy place and the Tent of meeting and the altar free
fromsin, lethimput the livinggoatbefore theLord; 21AndAaron, placinghis
two hands on the head of the living goat, will make a public statement over
him of all the evil doings of the children of Israel and all their wrongdoing,
in all their sins; and he will put them on the head of the goat and send him
away, in the care of a man who will be waiting there, into the waste land.
22 And the goat will take all their sins into a land cut off from men, and he
will send the goat away into the waste land. 23Then let Aaron come into the
Tentofmeetingand takeoff the linenclothingwhichheputonwhenhewent
into the holy place, and put them down there; 24And after bathing his body
in water in a holy place, he is to put on his clothing and come out and give
his burned offering and the burned offering of the people, to take away his
sin and the sin of the people. 25And the fat of the sin-offering is to be burned
by him on the altar. 26 And the man who takes away the goat for Azazel is
to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and then he may
come back to the tent-circle. 27And the ox of the sin-offering and the goat of
the sin-offering, whose blood was taken in to make the holy place free from
sin, are tobe takenawayoutside the tent-circleand their skinsand theirflesh
and their waste are to be burned with fire. 28 And the man by whom they
are burned is to have his clothingwashed and his body bathed inwater, and
then he may come back to the tent-circle. 29And let this be an order to you
for ever: in the seventhmonth, on the tenth day, you are to keep yourselves
from pleasure and do no sort of work, those who are Israelites by birth and
those from other lands who are living among you: 30 For on this day your
sin will be taken away and you will be clean: you will be made free from all
your sins before the Lord. 31 It is a special Sabbath for you, and you are to
keep yourselves from pleasure; it is an order for ever. 32 And the man on
whose head the holy oil has been put, and who has been marked out to be
a priest in his father's place, will do what is necessary to take away sin, and
will put on the linen clothing, even the holy robes: 33And he will make the
holy place and the Tent of meeting and the altar free from sin; he will take
away sin from the priests and from all the people. 34And let this be an order
for ever for you, so that the sin of the children of Israel may be taken away
once every year. And he did as the Lord gave orders to Moses.

17
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the

children of Israel: This is the order which the Lord has given. 3 If any man
of Israel puts to death an ox or a lamb or a goat, in or outside the tent-circle;
4And has not taken it to the door of the Tent of meeting, to make an offering
to theLord, before theLord'sHouse, its bloodwill beonhim, forhehas taken
life, and he will be cut off from among his people: 5 So that the children of
Israel may take to the Lord, to the door of the Tent of meeting and to the
priest, the offerings which they have put to death in the open country, and
that they may make their peace-offerings to the Lord. 6And the priest will
put blood on the altar of the Lord at the door of the Tent ofmeeting, burning
the fat for a sweet smell to theLord. 7And let themmakenomoreofferings to
evil spirits, afterwhich theyhave gone, turning away from theLord. Let this



Leviticus 17:8 122 Leviticus 18:20

be a law to them for ever, through all their generations. 8And say to them, If
anyman of Israel, or any other living among them,makes a burned offering
or other offering, 9And does not take it to the door of the Tent of meeting to
makeanoffering to theLord, thatmanwill be cut off fromamonghis people.
10And if any man of Israel, or any other living among them, takes any sort
of blood for food, my wrath will be turned against that man and he will be
cut off from among his people. 11 For the life of the flesh is in its blood; and
I have given it to you on the altar to take away your sin: for it is the blood
which makes free from sin because of the life in it. 12 For this reason I have
said to the children of Israel, No man among you, or any others living with
you, may take blood as food. 13 And any man of Israel, or any other living
among them, who gets with his bow any beast or bird used for food, is to
see that its blood is coveredwith earth. 14For the blood is the life of all flesh:
and so I have said to the childrenof Israel, Youmaynot take any sort of blood
as food, and any man who does so will be cut of. 15And anyone who takes
as food anything which has come to a natural end, or anything which has
been put to death by beasts, if he is one of you by birth, or of another nation,
will have to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be
unclean till evening, and then he will be clean. 16 But if his clothing is not
washed and his body bathed, his sin will be on him.

18
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, I am the Lord

your God. 3 You may not do those things which were done in the land of
Egypt where you were living; and you may not do those things which are
done in the land of Canaan where I am taking you, or be guided in your
behaviour by their rules. 4 But you are to be guided by my decisions and
keep my rules, and be guided by them: I am the Lord your God. 5 So keep
my rules and my decisions, which, if a man does them, will be life to him: I
am the Lord. 6You may not have sex connection with anyone who is a near
relation: I am the Lord. 7 You may not have sex relations with your father
or your mother: she is your mother, you may not take her. 8 And you may
not have sex relationswith your father'swife: she is your father's. 9Youmay
not take your sister, the daughter of your father or of yourmother, wherever
her birth took place, among you or in another country. 10Youmay not have
sex relations with your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, for they
are part of yourself; 11 Or your father's wife's daughter, the child of your
father, for she is your sister. 12 You may not have sex connection with your
father's sister, for she is your father's near relation. 13Youmay not have sex
connectionwith yourmother's sister, for she is yourmother's near relation.
14You may not have sex relations with the wife of your father's brother, for
she is of your family; 15Or with your daughter-in-law, for she is your son's
wife, and youmay not take her. 16Youmay not have sex relations with your
brother'swife, for she is yourbrother's. 17Youmaynot take aswife awoman
and her daughter, or her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter, for they
are of one family: it is an act of shame. 18 And you may not take as wife
a woman and at the same time her sister, to be in competition with her in
her life-time. 19 And you may not go near a woman or have sex relations
with her when she is unclean, at her regular time. 20And youmay not have
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sex relationswith your neighbour's wife, making yourself uncleanwith her.
21 And you may not make any of your children go through the fire as an
offering to Molech, and you may not put shame on the name of your God:
I am the Lord. 22 You may not have sex relations with men, as you do with
women: it is a disgusting thing. 23And you may not have sex relations with
a beast, making yourself uncleanwith it; and awomanmay not give herself
to a beast: it is an unnatural act. 24 Do not make yourself unclean in any
of these ways; for so have those nations whom I am driving out from before
youmade themselves unclean: 25And the land itself has becomeunclean; so
that I have sent on it the reward of its wrongdoing, and the land itself puts
out those who are living in it. 26 So then keep my rules and my decisions,
and do not do any of these disgusting things, those of you who are Israelites
by birth, or any others who are living with you: 27 (For all these disgusting
thingswere doneby themenof this countrywhowere there before you, and
the landhasbeenmadeuncleanby them;) 28So that the landmaynotput you
out from it, when youmake it unclean, as it put out the nations which were
there before you. 29 For all those who do any of these disgusting things will
be cut off from among their people. 30 So then, keep my orders, so that you
may not do any of these disgusting things which were done before you, or
make yourselves unclean through them: I am the Lord your God.

19
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to all the people of Israel, You are to be

holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy. 3 Let every man give honour to his
mother and tohis father andkeepmySabbaths: I am theLordyourGod. 4Do
not go after false gods, and donotmakemetal images of gods for yourselves:
I am the Lord your God. 5And when you give a peace offering to the Lord,
do it in the waywhich is pleasing to the Lord. 6Let it be used for food on the
same day onwhich it is offered, or on the day after; andwhatever is over on
the thirdday is tobeburnedwithfire. 7 If anyof it isused for foodon the third
day, it is a disgusting thing and will not be pleasing to the Lord. 8And as for
anyonewho takes it for food, his sin will be on him, for he has put shame on
the holy thing of the Lord: hewill be cut off fromhis people. 9Andwhen you
get in thegrain fromyour land, donot let all thegrainbecut fromtheedgesof
thefield, or takeupwhathasbeendroppedon theearthafter thegetting inof
thegrain. 10Anddonot takeall thegrapes fromyourvine-garden, or the fruit
dropped on the earth; let the poor man, and theman from another country,
have these: I am the Lord your God. 11Do not take anyone's property or be
false in act orword to another. 12Anddonot take an oath inmyname falsely,
putting shame on the name of your God: I am the Lord. 13Do not be cruel to
your neighbour or take what is his; do not keep back a servant's payment
from him all night till the morning. 14Do not put a curse on those who have
no hearing, or put a cause of falling in the way of the blind, but keep the
fear of your God before you: I am the Lord. 15Do no wrong in your judging:
do not give thought to the position of the poor, or honour to the position of
the great; but be a judge to your neighbour in righteousness. 16 Do not go
about saying untrue things among your people, or take away the life of your
neighbour by false witness: I am the Lord. 17 Let there be no hate in your
heart foryourbrother; butyoumaymakeaprotest toyourneighbour, so that
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hemaybe stopped fromdoing evil. 18Donotmakeattempts to get equalwith
one who has done you wrong, or keep hard feelings against the children of
your people, but have love for your neighbour as for yourself: I am the Lord.
19Keepmy laws. Do not let your cattle have offspring by those of a different
sort; do not putmixed seed into your field; do not put on a robemade of two
sorts of cloth. 20 If anymanhas sex relationswith a servant-womanwhohas
given her word to be married to a man, and has not been made free for a
price or in any other way, the thing will be looked into; but they will not be
put to death because she was not a free woman. 21Let him take his offering
for wrongdoing to the Lord, to the door of the Tent of meeting; let him give
amale sheep as an offering forwrongdoing. 22And the priest will take away
his sin before the Lord with the sheep which is offered for his wrongdoing,
and hewill have forgiveness for the sinwhich he has done. 23Andwhen you
have come into the land, and have put in all sorts of fruit-trees, their fruit
will be as if they had not had circumcision, and for three years their fruit
may not be used for food. 24And in the fourth year all the fruit will be holy
as a praise-offering to the Lord. 25But in the fifth year youmay take the fruit
and the increase of it for your food: I am the Lord your God. 26Nothingmay
be used for foodwith its blood in it; youmay notmake use of strange arts, or
go in search of signs and wonders. 27 The ends of the hair round your face
and on your chin may not be cut off. 28Youmay not make cuts in your flesh
in respect for the dead, or havemarks printed on your bodies: I am theLord.
29Donotmakeyourdaughter commonby lettingherbecomea loosewoman,
for fear that the land may become full of shame. 30Keep my Sabbaths and
have respect for my holy place: I am the Lord. 31Do not go after those who
make use of spirits, or wonder-workers; do not go in their ways or become
unclean through them: I am the Lord your God. 32Get up from your seats
before the white-haired, and give honour to the old, and let the fear of your
God be before you: I am the Lord. 33And if a man from another country is
living in your land with you, do not make life hard for him; 34Let him be to
you as one of your countrymen and have love for him as for yourself; for
you were living in a strange land, in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your
God. 35Do not make false decisions in questions of yard-sticks and weights
andmeasures. 36Have true scales, trueweights andmeasures for all things:
I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt; 37You are to
keep all my rules andmy decisions and do them: I am the Lord.

20
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Again, say to the children of Israel, If any

man of the children of Israel, or any other man living in Israel, gives his
offspring to Molech, he is certainly to be put to death: he is to be stoned
by the people of the land; 3 And my face will be turned against that man,
and he will be cut off from his people; because he has given his offspring to
Molech,makingmyholyplaceunclean, andmakingmyholynamecommon.
4 And if the people of the land do not take note of that man when he gives
his offspring to Molech, and do not put him to death, 5Then my face will be
turned against himandhis family, andhe and all thosewhodo evilwith him
will be cut off fromamong their people. 6Andwhoever goes after thosewho
make use of spirits and wonder-workers, doing evil with them, against him
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will my face be turned, and he will be cut off from among his people. 7 So
make and keep yourselves holy, for I am the Lord your God. 8And keep my
rules and do them: I am the Lord, who make you holy. 9Every man cursing
his father or his mother is certainly to be put to death; because of his curse
on his father or his mother, his blood will be on him. 10And if a man has sex
relationswith anotherman'swife, even thewife of his neighbour, he and she
are certainly to be put to death. 11And the man who has sex relations with
his father's wife has put shame on his father: the two of them are to be put
to death; their blood will be on them. 12And if a man has sex relations with
his son's wife, the two of them are to be put to death: it is unnatural; their
blood will be on them. 13And if a man has sex relations with aman, the two
of them have done a disgusting thing: let them be put to death; their blood
will be on them. 14And if a man takes as wife a woman and her mother, it is
an act of shame; let thembe burnedwith fire, all three of them, so that there
may be no shame among you. 15And if aman has sex relations with a beast,
let him be put to death, and let the beast be put to destruction. 16 And if a
woman goes near a beast and has sex relationswith it, youwill put an end to
the woman and the beast: their blood will be on them. 17And if a man takes
his sister, daughter of his father or his mother, and has sex relations with
her and she with him, it is an act of shame: they are to be cut off before the
children of their people; he has had sex relations with his sister, and his sin
will be on him. 18And if a man has sex relations with a woman at the time
when she is unwell, he has seen her fountain and she has let the fountain of
her blood be uncovered, and the two of them are to be cut off from among
their people. 19 And you may not have sex connection with your mother's
sister or your father's sister, for they are his near relations: their sin will
be on them. 20 And if a man has sex relations with the wife of his father's
brother, he has put shame on his father's brother: their sin will be on them;
till the day of their death they will have no children. 21And if a man takes
his brother's wife, it is an unclean act; he has put shame on his brother; they
will have no children. 22 So then, keep my rules and my decisions and do
them, so that the land which I am giving you as your resting-place may not
violently send you out again. 23 And do not keep the rules of the nations
which I am driving out before you; for they did all these things, and for
that reason my soul was turned against them. 24But I have said to you, You
will take their land and I will give it to you for your heritage, a land flowing
with milk and honey: I am the Lord your God who have made you separate
from all other peoples. 25 So then, make division between the clean beast
and the unclean, and between the clean bird and the unclean: do not make
yourselves disgusting by anybeast or bird or anythingwhich goes flat on the
earth, which has been marked by me as unclean for you. 26And you are to
be holy to me; for I the Lord am holy and have made you separate from the
nations, so that you may be my people. 27 Any man or woman who makes
use of spirits, orwho is awonder-worker, is to be put to death: they are to be
stoned with stones: their blood will be on them.

21
1And the Lord said to Moses, Say to the priests, the sons of Aaron, Let no

man make himself unclean for the dead among his people; 2 But only for
his near relations, for his mother or his father, his son or his daughter, and
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his brother; 3And for his sister, a virgin, for she is his near relation and has
had no husband, he may make himself unclean. 4But let him, being a chief
among his people, not make himself unclean in such a way as to put shame
on himself. 5They are not to have their hair cut off for the dead, or the hair
on their chins cut short, ormake cuts in theirflesh. 6Let thembeholy to their
God and not make the name of their God common; for the fire offerings of
the Lord and the bread of their God are offered by them, and they are to be
holy. 7Theymaynot take aswife a loose or commonwoman, or onewhohas
been put away by her husband: for the priest is holy to his God. 8And he is
to be holy in your eyes, for by him the bread of your God is offered; he is to
be holy in your eyes, for I the Lord, whomake you holy, am holy. 9And if the
daughter of a priestmakes herself commonandby her loose behaviour puts
shame on her father, let her be burned with fire. 10And he who is the chief
priest among his brothers, on whose head the holy oil has been put, who is
marked out to put on the holy robes, may not let his hair go loose or have his
clothingoutof orderasa signof sorrow. 11Hemaynot gonearanydeadbody
or make himself unclean for his father or his mother; 12He may not go out
of the holy place or make the holy place of his God common; for the crown
of the holy oil of his God is on him: I am the Lord. 13And let him take as his
wife one who has not had relations with a man. 14A widow, or one whose
husband has put her away, or a common woman of loose behaviour, may
not be the wife of a priest; but let him take a virgin from among his people.
15And he may not make his seed unclean among his people, for I the Lord
havemade him holy. 16And the Lord said toMoses, 17Say to Aaron, If aman
of your family, in any generation, is damaged in body, let himnot come near
to make the offering of the bread of his God. 18 For any man whose body is
damagedmay not comenear: onewho is blind, or has not the use of his legs,
or one who has a broken nose or any unnatural growth, 19 Or a man with
broken feet orhands, 20Oronewhoseback is bent, or onewho isunnaturally
small, or one who has a damaged eye, or whose skin is diseased, or whose
sex parts are damaged; 21No man of the offspring of Aaron whose body is
damaged in anywaymay comenear to give the fire offerings of the Lord: he
is damaged, he may not come near to make the offerings. 22He may take of
the bread of God, the holy and themost holy; 23But hemay not go inside the
veil or comenear the altar, because he is damaged; and hemaynotmakemy
holy places common; for I the Lord have made them holy. 24 These are the
words which Moses said to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of
Israel.

22
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give orders to Aaron and to his sons to

keep themselves separate fromtheholy thingsof thechildrenof Israelwhich
they give to me, and not to make my holy name common: I am the Lord,
3Say to them, If anyman of all your seed through all your generations, being
unclean, comes near the holy things which the children of Israel make holy
to the Lord, hewill be cut off from beforeme: I am the Lord. 4Noman of the
seedofAaronwho is a leper, orwhohas aflow fromhis body,may take of the
holy food till he is clean. And any man touching anything which is unclean
because of the dead, or any man whose seed goes from him; 5 Or anyone
touching any unclean thing which goes flat on the earth, or someone by
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whomhemaybemadeunclean in anywaywhatever; 6Anyperson touching
any such unclean thing will be unclean till evening, andmay not take of the
holy food till his flesh has been bathed in water; 7 And when the sun has
gone down hewill be clean; and after that hemay take part in the holy food,
because it is his bread. 8That which comes to a natural death, or is attacked
by beasts, he may not take as food, for it will make him unclean: I am the
Lord. 9 So then, let them keep what I have put into their care, for fear that
sinmaycomeon thembecauseof it, so causing theirdeathbecause theyhave
made it common: I am the Lord, whomake them holy. 10No outside person
may take of the holy food, or one living as a guest in the priest's house, or
a servant working for payment. 11 But any person for whom the priest has
givenmoney, to make him his, may take of it with him; and those who come
to birth in his house may take of his bread. 12And if the daughter of a priest
is married to an outside person she may not take of the holy things which
are lifted up as offerings. 13 But if a priest's daughter is a widow, or parted
fromherhusband, andhasno child, andhas comeback toher father's house
as when she was a girl, she may take of her father's bread; but no outside
personmaydo so. 14And if aman takes the holy food in error, hewill have to
give the holy thing back to the priest, with the addition of a fifth part. 15And
theymaynotmake common theholy thingswhich the children of Israel give
to the Lord, 16 So causing sin to come on them when they take their holy
things for food: I am the Lord who make them holy. 17 And the Lord said
to Moses, 18 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel, If
anyman of the children of Israel, or of another nation living in Israel, makes
an offering, given because of an oath or freely given to the Lord for a burned
offering; 19So that itmaybepleasing to theLord, let himgive amale,without
any mark, from among the oxen or the sheep or the goats. 20 But anything
whichhas amarkyoumaynot give; itwill notmakeyoupleasing to theLord.
21And whoever makes a peace-offering to the Lord, in payment of an oath
or as a free offering, from the herd or the flock, if it is to be pleasing to the
Lord, let it be free from anymark or damage. 22Anything blind or broken or
damaged or having any disease or any mark on it may not be offered to the
Lord; youmaynotmake anoffering of it byfire on the altar to the Lord. 23An
ox or a lamb which has more or less than its natural parts, may be given as
a free offering; but it will not be taken in payment of an oath. 24An animal
which has its sex parts damaged or crushed or broken or cut, may not be
offered to the Lord; such a thing may not be done anywhere in your land.
25And from one who is not an Israelite youmay not take any of these for an
offering to the Lord; for they are unclean, there is a mark on them, and the
Lord will not be pleased with them. 26And the Lord said to Moses, 27When
an ox or a sheep or a goat is given birth, let it be with its mother for seven
days; and after the eighth day it may be taken as an offering made by fire to
the Lord. 28A cow or a sheep may not be put to death with its young on the
same day. 29And when you make an offering of praise to the Lord, make it
in a waywhich is pleasing to him. 30Let it be used for food on the same day;
do not keep any part of it till the morning: I am the Lord. 31 So then, keep
my orders and do them: I am the Lord. 32And do not make my holy name
common; so that it may be kept holy by the children of Israel: I am the Lord
whomake you holy, 33Who took you out of the land of Egypt that I might be
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your God: I am the Lord.

23
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, These are the

fixed feasts of the Lord, which you will keep for holy meetings: these are
my feasts. 3On six days work may be done; but the seventh day is a special
day of rest, a time for worship; you may do no sort of work: it is a Sabbath
to the Lord wherever you may be living. 4 These are the fixed feasts of the
Lord, the holy days of worship which you will keep at their regular times.
5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at nightfall, is the
Lord's Passover; 6And on the fifteenth day of the samemonth is the feast of
unleavened bread; for seven days let your food be unleavened bread. 7On
the first day you will have a holy meeting; youmay do no sort of field-work.
8And every day for seven days you will give a burned offering to the Lord;
and on the seventh day there will be a holy meeting; you may do no field-
work. 9 And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, When
you have come to the land which I will give you, and have got in the grain
from its fields, take some of the first-fruits of the grain to the priest; 11And
let the grain be waved before the Lord, so that you may be pleasing to him;
on theday after the Sabbath let it bewavedby thepriest. 12Andon theday of
thewaving of the grain, you are to give amale lamb of the first year, without
anymark, for a burned offering to the Lord. 13And let themeal offeringwith
it be two tenth parts of an ephah of the best mealmixedwith oil, an offering
made by fire to the Lord for a sweet smell; and the drink offeringwith it is to
beofwine, the fourthpart of ahin. 14Andyoumay takenobreadordrygrain
or new grain for food till the very day on which you have given the offering
for your God: this is a rule for ever through all your generations wherever
you are living. 15And let seven full weeks be numbered from the day after
the Sabbath, the day when you give the grain for the wave offering; 16 Let
fifty days be numbered, to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you are to
give a newmeal offering to the Lord. 17Take from your houses two cakes of
bread, made of a fifth part of an ephah of the bestmeal, cookedwith leaven,
to be waved for first-fruits to the Lord. 18 And with the bread, take seven
lambs of the first year, without any marks, and one ox and two male sheep,
to be a burned offering to the Lord, with their meal offering and their drink
offerings, an offering of a sweet smell made by fire to the Lord. 19And you
are to give one male goat for a sin-offering and two male lambs of the first
year for peace-offerings. 20And these will be waved by the priest, with the
bread of the first-fruits, for a wave offering to the Lord, with the two lambs:
they will be holy to the Lord for the priest. 21And on the same day, let it be
givenout that therewill be aholymeeting for you: youmaydonofield-work
on that day: it is a rule for ever through all your generations wherever you
are living. 22 And when you get in the grain from your land, do not let all
the grain at the edges of the field be cut, and do not take up the grain which
has been dropped in the field; let that be for the poor, and for the man from
another country: I am the Lord your God. 23 And the Lord said to Moses,
24 Say to the children of Israel, In the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, let there be a special day of rest for you, a day of memory, marked
by the blowing of horns, ameeting forworship. 25Dono field-work and give
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to the Lord an offering made by fire. 26 And the Lord said to Moses, 27 The
tenth day of this seventhmonth is the day for the taking away of sin; let it be
a holy day ofworship; you are to keep frompleasure, and give to the Lord an
offeringmade by fire. 28And on that day youmay do no sort of work, for it is
a day of taking away sin, tomake you clean before the Lord your God. 29For
any person, whoever he may be, who takes his pleasure on that day will be
cut off fromhis people. 30And if any person,whoever hemaybe, on that day
does any sort ofwork, Iwill senddestruction onhim fromamonghis people.
31Youmay not do any sort of work: this is an order for ever through all your
generations wherever you may be living. 32Let this be a Sabbath of special
rest to you, and keep yourselves from all pleasure; on the ninth day of the
month at nightfall from evening to evening, let this Sabbath be kept. 33And
the Lord said toMoses, 34Say to the children of Israel, On the fifteenth day of
this seventh month let the feast of tents be kept to the Lord for seven days.
35On thefirst day therewill be aholymeeting: donofield-work. 36Everyday
for seven days give an offering made by fire to the Lord; and on the eighth
day there is to be a holy meeting, when you are to give an offering made by
fire to the Lord; this is a special holy day: you may do no field-work on that
day. 37These are the fixed feasts of the Lord, to be kept by you as holy days of
worship, formakinganofferingbyfire to theLord; aburnedoffering, ameal
offering, an offering of beasts, and drink offerings; every one on its special
day; 38 In addition to the Sabbaths of the Lord, and in addition to the things
you give and the oaths youmake and the free offerings to the Lord. 39But on
the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have got in all the fruits
of the land, you will keep the feast of the Lord for seven days: the first day
will be a Sabbath, and the eighth day the same. 40On the first day, take the
fruit of fair trees, branches of palm-trees, and branches of thick trees and
trees from the riverside, and be glad before the Lord for seven days. 41And
let this feast be kept before the Lord for seven days in the year: it is a rule
for ever from generation to generation; in the seventh month let it be kept.
42 For seven days you will be living in tents; all those who are Israelites by
birth are tomake tents their living-places: 43So that future generationsmay
keep in mind how I gave the children of Israel tents as their living-places
when I took them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 44And
Moses made clear to the children of Israel the orders about the fixed feasts
of the Lord.

24
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to give

you clean olive oil for the light, so that a light may be burning at all times,
3 Outside the veil of the ark in the Tent of meeting; let Aaron see that it is
burning from evening till morning at all times before the Lord: it is a rule
for ever through all your generations. 4Let Aaron put the lights in order on
the support before the Lord at all times. 5And take the best meal and make
twelve cakes of it, a fifth part of an ephah in every cake. 6And put them in
two lines, six in a line, on the holy table before the Lord. 7And on the lines
of cakes put clean sweet-smelling spices, for a sign on the bread, an offering
made by fire to the Lord. 8Every Sabbath day regularly, the priest is to put it
in order before the Lord: it is offered for the children of Israel, an agreement
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made for ever. 9And it will be for Aaron and his sons; they are to take it for
food in a holy place: it is themost holy of all the offeringsmade by fire to the
Lord, a rule for ever. 10Anda sonof an Israelitewoman,whose fatherwasan
Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel and had a fight with a man
of Israel by the tents; 11And the son of the Israelite woman said evil against
the holy Name, with curses; and they took him toMoses. Hismother's name
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12And they kept
him shut up, till a decision might be given by the mouth of the Lord. 13And
theLord said toMoses, 14Take the curser outside the tent-circle; and let all in
whose hearing thewordswere said put their hands on his head, and let him
be stoned by all the people. 15 And say to the children of Israel, As for any
man cursing God, his sinwill be on his head. 16And hewho says evil against
the name of the Lord will certainly be put to death; he will be stoned by all
the people; themanwho is not of your nation and onewho is an Israelite by
birth, whoever says evil against the holy Name is to be put to death. 17And
anyonewho takes another's life is certainly to beput to death. 18Andanyone
wounding a beast and causing its death, will have to make payment for it: a
life for a life. 19And if a man does damage to his neighbour, as he has done,
so let it be done to him; 20Wound for wound, eye for eye, tooth for tooth;
whatever damage he has done, so let it be done to him. 21 He who puts a
beast to death will have tomake payment for it; he who puts aman to death
will himself be put to death. 22 You are to have the same law for a man of
another nation living among you as for an Israelite; for I am the Lord your
God. 23And Moses said these words to the children of Israel, and they took
the man who had been cursing outside the tent-circle and had him stoned.
The children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders to Moses.

25
1And the Lord said toMoses onMount Sinai, 2Say to the children of Israel,

When you come into the land which I will give you, let the land keep a
Sabbath to the Lord. 3 For six years put seed into your land, and for six
years give care to your vines and get in the produce of them; 4 But let the
seventh year be a Sabbath of rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord; do not
put seed into your landorhave your vines cut. 5Thatwhich comes to growth
of itselfmay not be cut, and the grapes of your uncared-for vinesmay not be
taken off; let it be a year of rest for the land. 6And the Sabbath of the land
will give food for you and your man-servant and your woman-servant and
thoseworking for payment, and for those of another countrywho are living
among you; 7And for your cattle and the beasts on the land; all the natural
increase of the land will be for food. 8 And let seven Sabbaths of years be
numbered to you, seven times seven years; even the days of seven Sabbaths
of years, that is forty-nine years; 9Then let the loud horn be sounded far and
wide on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the day of taking away sin
let the horn be sounded through all your land. 10 And let this fiftieth year
be kept holy, and say publicly that everyone in the land is free from debt: it
is the Jubilee, and every man may go back to his heritage and to his family.
11Let this fiftieth yearbe the Jubilee: no seedmaybeplanted, and thatwhich
comes to growth of itself may not be cut, and the grapes may not be taken
from the uncared-for vines. 12For it is the Jubilee, and it is holy to you; your
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food will be the natural increase of the field. 13 In this year of Jubilee, let
everymangoback to his heritage. 14And in the business of trading goods for
money, do nowrong to one another. 15Let your exchange of goodswith your
neighbours have relation to the number of years after the year of Jubilee,
and thenumber of times the earthhas givenherproduce. 16 If thenumber of
years is great, thepricewill be increased, and if thenumber of years is small,
the pricewill be less, for it is the produce of a certain number of yearswhich
theman is giving you. 17And do nowrong, one to another, but let the fear of
your God be before you; for I am the Lord your God. 18So keepmy rules and
my decisions and do them, and youwill be safe in your land. 19And the land
will give her fruit, and you will have food in full measure and be safe in the
land. 20And if you say, Where will our food come from in the seventh year,
when we may not put in seed, or get in the increase 21 Then I will send my
blessing onyou in the sixth year, and the landwill give fruit enough for three
years. 22And in the eighth year you will put in your seed, and get your food
from the old stores, till the fruit of the ninth year is ready. 23No exchange of
land may be for ever, for the land is mine, and you are as my guests, living
with me for a time. 24Wherever there is property in land, the owner is to
have the right of getting it back. 25 If your brother becomes poor, and has to
give up some of his land for money, his nearest relation may come and get
back that which his brother has given up. 26 And if he has no one to get it
back for him, and later he himself gets wealth and has enoughmoney to get
it back; 27 Then let him take into account the years from the time when he
gave it up, and make up the loss for the rest of the years to him who took it,
and so get back his property. 28But if he is not able to get it back for himself,
then it will be kept by himwho gave a price for it, till the year of Jubilee; and
in that year it will go back to its first owner and he will have his property
again. 29And if aman gives his house in awalled town formoney, he has the
right to get it back for the space of a full year after hehas given it up. 30And if
he does not get it back by the end of the year, then the house in the townwill
become the property of him who gave the money for it, and of his children
for ever; it will not go from him in the year of Jubilee. 31But houses in small
unwalled townswill be the same as property in the country; theymay be got
back, and they will go back to their owners in the year of Jubilee. 32But the
houses in the towns of the Levitesmaybe got back by the Levites at any time.
33 And if a Levite does not give money to get back his property, his house
in the town which was exchanged for money will come back to him in the
year of Jubilee. For the houses of the towns of the Levites are their property
among the children of Israel. 34But the land on the outskirts of their towns
may not be exchanged for money, for it is their property for ever. 35And if
your brother becomes poor and is not able to make a living, then you are to
keep him with you, helping him as you would a man from another country
who is living among you. 36Take no interest fromhim, inmoney or in goods,
but have the fear of your God before you, and let your brothermake a living
among you. 37Do not take interest on the money which you let him have or
on the foodwhich you give him. 38 I am the Lord your God, who took you out
of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, that Imight be your God.
39 And if your brother becomes poor and gives himself to you for money,
do notmake use of him like a servant who is your property; 40But let him be
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withyouas a servantworking for payment, till the year of Jubilee; 41Thenhe
will go out from you, he and his childrenwith him, and go back to his family
and to the property of his fathers. 42 For they are my servants whom I took
out from the land of Egypt; they may not become the property of another.
43Donot be a hardmaster to him, but have the fear of God before you. 44But
youmayget servantsasproperty fromamong thenations roundabout; from
them you may take men-servants and women-servants. 45And in addition,
you may get, for money, servants from among the children of other nations
who are living with you, and from their families which have come to birth
in your land; and these will be your property. 46 And they will be your
children's heritage after you, to keep as their property; they will be your
servants for ever; but youmay not be hardmasters to your countrymen, the
children of Israel. 47And if one from another nation living among you gets
wealth, and your countryman, at his side, becomes poor and gives himself
for money to the man from another nation or to one of his family; 48After
he has given himself he has the right to be made free, for a price, by one of
his brothers, 49Or his father's brother, or the son of his father's brother, or
any near relation; or if he gets money, he may make himself free. 50And let
the years be numbered from the time when he gave himself to his owner
till the year of Jubilee, and the price given for him will be in relation to the
number of years, on the scale of the payment of a servant. 51 If there is still
a long time, he will give back, on account of it, a part of the price which was
given for him. 52And if there is only a short time, he will take account of it
with his master, and in relation to the number of years he will give back the
price ofmakinghim free. 53Andhewill bewithhimas a servantworking for
payment year by year; his master is not to be cruel to him before your eyes.
54And if he is not made free in this way, he will go out in the year of Jubilee,
he andhis childrenwith him. 55For the children of Israel are servants tome;
theyaremyservantswhomI tookoutof the landofEgypt: I amtheLordyour
God.

26
1 Do not make images of false gods, or put up an image cut in stone or

a pillar or any pictured stone in your land, to give worship to it; for I am
the Lord your God. 2Keep my Sabbaths and give honour to my holy place:
I am the Lord. 3 If you are guided by my rules, and keep my laws and do
them, 4Then I will give you rain at the right time, and the land will give her
increase and the trees of the field will give their fruit; 5 And the crushing
of the grain will overtake the cutting of the grapes, and the cutting of the
grapes will overtake the planting of the seed, and there will be bread in full
measure, and you will be living in your land safely. 6 And I will give you
peace in the land, and youwill take your rest and no onewill give you cause
for fear; and I will put an end to all evil beasts in the land, and no sword of
war will go through your land. 7 And you will put to flight those who are
against you, and they will be put to death by your swords. 8 Then five of
you will put to flight a hundred, and a hundred of you will put to flight ten
thousand, and all who are against you will be put to death by your swords.
9AndIwill havepleasure inyouandmakeyou fertileandgreater innumber;
and I will keep my agreement with you. 10And old stores long kept will be
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your food, and youwill take out the old because of the new; 11And I will put
my holy House among you, and my soul will not be turned away from you
in disgust. 12And I will be present among you andwill be your God and you
will be my people. 13 I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the land
of Egypt so that you might not be servants to them; by me the cords of your
yoke were broken and I made you go upright. 14 But if you do not give ear
to me, and do not keep all these my laws; 15And if you go against my rules
and if you have hate in your souls for my decisions and you do not do all
my orders, but go against my agreement; 16 This will I do to you: I will put
fear in your hearts, even wasting disease and burning pain, drying up the
eyes and making the soul feeble, and you will get no profit from your seed,
for your haters will take it for food. 17Andmy face will be turned from you,
and you will be broken before those who are against you, and your haters
will become your rulers, and you will go in flight when noman comes after
you. 18And if, even after these things, youwill not give ear tome, then I will
send you punishment seven times more for your sins. 19 And the pride of
your strength will be broken, and I will make your heaven as iron and your
earth as brass; 20And your strength will be used up without profit; for your
land will not give her increase and the trees of the field will not give their
fruit. 21And if you still go against me and will not give ear to me, I will put
seven timesmore punishments on youbecause of your sins. 22 Iwill let loose
the beasts of the field among you, and theywill take away your children and
senddestructiononyour cattle, so that yournumberswill become small and
your roads become waste. 23 And if by these things you will not be turned
to me, but still go against me; 24 Then I will go against you, and I will give
you punishment, I myself, seven times for all your sins. 25And I will send a
sword on you to give effect to the punishment of my agreement; and when
you come together into your towns I will send disease among you and you
will be given up into the hands of your haters. 26When I take away your
bread of life, ten womenwill be cooking bread in one oven, and your bread
will bemeasuredout byweight; youwill have foodbutnever enough. 27And
if, after all this, you do not give ear to me, but go against me still, 28Thenmy
wrathwill be burning against you, and I will give you punishment, I myself,
seven times for your sins. 29Then youwill take the flesh of your sons and the
flesh of your daughters for food; 30And I will send destruction on your high
places, overturning your perfume altars, and will put your dead bodies on
your broken images, andmy soulwill be turned fromyou in disgust. 31And I
will make your townswaste and send destruction on your holy places; I will
takenopleasure in the smell of your sweet perfumes; 32And Iwillmakeyour
land a waste, a wonder to your haters living in it. 33And I will send you out
in all directions among thenations, andmy swordwill be uncovered against
you, and your land will be without any living thing, and your towns will be
made waste. 34 Then will the land take pleasure in its Sabbaths while it is
waste and you are living in the land of your haters; then will the land have
rest. 35 All the days while it is waste will the land have rest, such rest as it
never had in your Sabbaths, when you were living in it. 36 And as for the
rest of you, I will make their hearts feeble in the land of their haters, and
the sound of a leaf moved by thewindwill send them in flight, and theywill
go in flight as from the sword, falling down when no one comes after them;
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37 Falling on one another, as before the sword, when no one comes after
them; you will give way before your haters. 38And death will overtake you
among strange nations, and the land of your haterswill be your destruction.
39And those of you who are still living will be wasting away in their sins in
the land of your haters; in the sins of their fathers theywill bewasting away.
40And theywill havegrief for their sinsand for the sinsof their fathers,when
their hearts were untrue to me, and they went against me; 41 So that I went
against them and sent them away into the land of their haters: if then the
pride of their hearts is broken and they take the punishment of their sins,
42Then Iwill keep inmind the agreementwhich Imadewith Jacob andwith
Isaac and with Abraham, and I will keep in mind the land. 43And the land,
while she iswithout them,will keepher Sabbaths; and theywill undergo the
punishment of their sins, because theywere turnedaway frommydecisions
and in their souls was hate for my laws. 44But for all that, when they are in
the land of their haters I will not let them go, or be turned away from them,
or give them up completely; my agreement with them will not be broken,
for I am the Lord their God. 45And because of them I will keep in mind the
agreement which I made with their fathers, whom I took out of the land of
Egypt before the eyes of the nations, to be their God: I am the Lord. 46These
are the rules, decisions, and laws,which theLordmadebetweenhimself and
the children of Israel in Mount Sinai, by the hand of Moses.

27
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel, If amanmakes

a special oath, you will give your decision as to the value of the persons for
the Lord. 3And you will put the value of a male from twenty years to sixty
years old at fifty shekels of silver, by the scale of the holy place. 4 And if it
is a female, the value will be thirty shekels. 5And if the person is from five
to twenty years old, the value will be twenty shekels for a male, and ten for
a female. 6 And if the person is from one month to five years old, then the
value for amale will be five shekels of silver, and for a female three shekels.
7And for sixty years old and over, for amale the valuewill be fifteen shekels,
and for a female, ten. 8But if he is poorer than the valuewhich you have put
on him, then let him be taken to the priest, and the priest will put a value on
him, such as it is possible for him to give. 9And if it is a beast of which men
make offerings to the Lord, whatever anyman gives of such to the Lord will
be holy. 10 It may not be changed in anyway, a good given for a bad, or a bad
for a good; if one beast is changed for another, the twowill be holy. 11And if
it is any unclean beast, of which offerings are not made to the Lord, then let
him take the beast before the priest; 12And let the priest put a value on it, if
it is good or bad; whatever value the priest puts on it, so will it be. 13 But if
he has a desire to get it back for himself, let him give a fifth more than your
value. 14And if amanhas given his house as holy to the Lord, then the priest
will put a value on it, if it is good or bad; as the priest gives decision so will
the value be fixed. 15 And if the owner has a desire to get back his house,
let him give a fifth more than your value, and it will be his. 16And if a man
gives to the Lord part of the field which is his property, then let your value
be in relation to the seed which is planted in it; a measure of barley grain
will be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17 If he gives his field from the year
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of Jubilee, the value will be fixed by your decision. 18But if he gives his field
after the year of Jubilee, the amount of themoneywill be worked out by the
priest in relation to the number of years till the coming year of Jubilee, and
the necessary amount will be taken off your value. 19 And if the man who
has given the field has a desire to get it back, let him give a fifth more than
the price atwhich it was valued and itwill be his. 20But if he has no desire to
get it back, or if he has given it for a price to another man, it may not be got
back again. 21But the field, when it becomes free at the year of Jubilee, will
be holy to the Lord, as a field given under oath: it will be the property of the
priest. 22And if a man gives to the Lord a field which he has got for money
from another, which is not part of his heritage; 23 Then the value fixed by
you up to the year of Jubilee will be worked out for him by the priest, and in
that day he will give the amount of your value as holy to the Lord. 24 In the
year of Jubilee the field will go back to him from whom he got it, that is, to
himwhose heritage it was. 25And let all your values be based on the shekel
of the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel. 26But a man may not
givebyoath to theLord thefirst-fruits of cattlewhichare offered to theLord:
if it is an ox or a sheep it is the Lord's. 27And if it is an unclean beast, then
the owner of it may give money to get it back, in agreement with the value
fixed by you, by giving a fifth more; or if it is not taken back, let it be given
for money in agreement with your valuing. 28But nothing which aman has
given completely to the Lord, out of all his property, of man or beast, or of
the land which is his heritage, may be given away or got back in exchange
for money; anything completely given is most holy to the Lord. 29Any man
given completely to the Lordmay not be got back: he is certainly to be put to
death. 30And every tenth part of the land, of the seed planted, or of the fruit
of trees, is holy to the Lord. 31And if amanhas a desire to get back any of the
tenth part which he has given, let him give a fifth more. 32And a tenth part
of the herd and of the flock, whatever goes under the rod of the valuer, will
be holy to the Lord. 33Hemay not make search to see if it is good or bad, or
make any changes in it; and if he makes exchange of it for another, the two
will be holy; he will not get them back again. 34These are the orders which
the Lord gave to Moses for the children of Israel in Mount Sinai.
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The Fourth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1 And the Lord said to Moses in the waste land of Sinai, in the Tent of
meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they
came out of the land of Egypt, 2 Take the full number of the children of
Israel, by their families, and by their fathers' houses, every male by name;
3 All those of twenty years old and over, who are able to go to war in
Israel, are to be numbered by you and Aaron. 4 And to give you help, take
one man from every tribe, the head of his father's house. 5 These are the
names of those who are to be your helpers: from Reuben, Elizur, the son of
Shedeur; 6 From Simeon, Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai; 7 From Judah,
Nahshon, the son of Amminadab; 8From Issachar, Nethanel, the son of Zuar;
9 From Zebulun, Eliab, the son of Helon; 10Of the children of Joseph: from
Ephraim, Elishama, the son of Ammihud; fromManasseh, Gamaliel, the son
of Pedahzur, 11 From Benjamin, Abidan, the son of Gideoni; 12 From Dan,
Ahiezer, the son of Ammi-shaddai; 13From Asher, Pagiel, the son of Ochran;
14 From Gad, Eliasaph, the son of Reuel; 15 From Naphtali, Ahira, the son
of Enan. 16 These are the men named out of all the people, chiefs of their
fathers' houses, heads of the tribes of Israel. 17And Moses and Aaron took
these men, marked out by name; 18And they got together all the people on
the first day of the second month; and everyone made clear his family and
his father's house, by the number of the names, from twenty years old and
over. 19As the Lord had given orders to Moses, so they were numbered by
him in the waste place of Sinai. 20 The generations of the sons of Reuben,
the oldest son of Israel, were numbered by their families and their fathers'
houses, everymale of twenty years old and over, whowas able to go to war;
21 Forty-six thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Reuben were numbered.
22 The generations of the sons of Simeon were numbered by their families
and their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old and over, whowas
able togo towar; 23Fifty-nine thousand, threehundredof the tribeofSimeon
were numbered. 24 The generations of the sons of Gad were numbered by
their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and
over who was able to go to war; 25 Forty-five thousand, six hundred and
fifty of the tribe of Gad were numbered. 26 The generations of the sons
of Judah were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every
male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to war; 27 Seventy-
four thousand, six hundred of the tribe of Judah were numbered. 28 The
generations of the sons of Issachar were numbered by their families and
their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old and overwhowas able
to go to war; 29 Fifty-four thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Issachar
were numbered. 30The generations of the sons of Zebulun were numbered
by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old
andoverwhowas able to go towar; 31Fifty-seven thousand, fourhundredof
the tribeofZebulunwerenumbered. 32Thegenerationsof the sonsof Joseph
were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of
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twenty years old and over who was able to go to war; 33 Forty thousand,
five hundred of the tribe of Ephraim were numbered. 34 The generations
of the sons of Manasseh were numbered by their families and their fathers'
houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to
war; 35 Thirty-two thousand, two hundred of the tribe of Manasseh were
numbered. 36 The generations of the sons of Benjamin were numbered by
their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and
overwhowas able to go to war; 37Thirty-five thousand, four hundred of the
tribe of Benjamin were numbered. 38 The generations of the sons of Dan
were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of
twenty years and over who was able to go to war; 39 Sixty-two thousand,
seven hundred of the tribe of Dan were numbered. 40 The generations of
the sons ofAsherwerenumberedby their families and their fathers' houses,
everymale of twenty years old and overwhowas able to go towar; 41Forty-
one thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Asher were numbered. 42 The
generations of the sons of Naphtali were numbered by their families and
their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old and overwhowas able
to go to war; 43 Fifty-three thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Naphtali
werenumbered. 44These are theywhowerenumberedbyMoses andAaron
and by the twelve chiefs of Israel, one from every tribe. 45 So all those who
werenumberedof the childrenof Israel, by their families, all thoseof twenty
years old and over who were able to go to war, 46 Were six hundred and
three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 47 But the Levites, of the tribe of
their fathers,werenotnumberedamong them. 48For theLord said toMoses,
49Only the tribe of Levi is not to be numbered among the children of Israel,
50But to them you are to give the care of the Tent of meeting with its vessels
and everything in it: they are to take up the Tent, and be responsible for
everything to do with it, and put up their tents round it. 51 And when the
Tent of meeting goes forward, the Levites are to take it down; andwhen it is
to be put up, they are to do it: any strange person who comes near it is to be
put to death. 52The children of Israel are to put up their tents, every man in
his tent-circle round his flag. 53 But the tents of the Levites are to be round
the Tent of meeting, so that wrath may not come on the children of Israel:
the Tent of meeting is to be in the care of the Levites. 54 So the children of
Israel did as the Lord had given orders to Moses.

2
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 The children of Israel are to

put up their tents in the order of their families, by the flags of their fathers'
houses, facing the Tent of meeting on every side. 3 Those whose tents are
on the east side, looking to the dawn,will be round the flag of the children of
Judah,withNahshon, the son of Amminadab, as their chief. 4Thenumber of
his armywas seventy-four thousand, six hundred. 5And nearest to himwill
be the tribe of Issachar, with Nethanel, the son of Zuar, as their chief. 6 The
number of his army was fifty-four thousand, four hundred. 7After him, the
tribe of Zebulun, with Eliab, the son of Helon, as their chief. 8 The number
of his armywas fifty-seven thousand, four hundred. 9The number of all the
armiesof Judahwasahundredandeighty-six thousand, fourhundred. They
go forward first. 10On the south side is the flag of the children of Reuben,
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in the order of their armies, with Elizur, the son of Shedeur, as their chief.
11 The number of his army was forty-six thousand, five hundred. 12 And
nearest to him, the tribe of Simeon, with Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai,
as their chief. 13 The number of his army was fifty-nine thousand, three
hundred. 14Then the tribe of Gad, with Eliasaph, son of Reuel, as their chief.
15 The number of his army was forty-five thousand, six hundred and fifty.
16 The number of all the armies of Reuben together came to a hundred and
fifty-one thousand, four hundred and fifty. They go forward second. 17Then
the Tent of meeting is to go forward, with the tents of the Levites, in the
middle of the armies; in the same order as their tents are placed, they are
to go forward, every man under his flag. 18On the west side will be the flag
of the children of Ephraim, with Elishama, the son of Ammihud, as their
chief. 19 The number of his army was forty thousand, five hundred. 20And
by him the tribe of Manasseh with Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, as their
chief. 21 The number of his army was thirty-two thousand, two hundred.
22Then the tribe of Benjamin, with Abidan, the son of Gideoni, as their chief.
23 The number of his army was thirty-five thousand, four hundred. 24 The
number of all the armies of Ephraimwas ahundred and eight thousand, one
hundred. They go forward third. 25On the north side will be the flag of the
children of Dan, with Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai, as their chief. 26The
number of his army was sixty-two thousand, seven hundred. 27Nearest to
him will be the tribe of Asher, with Pagiel, the son of Ochran, as their chief.
28Thenumberofhis armywas forty-one thousand, fivehundred; 29Then the
tribe of Naphtali, with Ahira, the son of Enan, as their chief. 30The number
of his army was fifty-three thousand, four hundred. 31 The number of all
the armies in the tents of Dan was a hundred and fifty-seven thousand, six
hundred. They will go forward last, by their flags. 32These are all whowere
numbered of the children of Israel, in the order of their fathers' families: all
the armies in their tents together came to six hundred and three thousand,
five hundred and fifty. 33 But the Levites were not numbered among the
children of Israel, as the Lord said toMoses. 34So the children of Israel did as
theLord said toMoses, so theyputup their tents by theirflags, and theywent
forward in the same order, by their families, and by their fathers' houses.

3
1Now these are the generations of Aaron and Moses, in the day when the

wordof theLord came toMoses onMount Sinai. 2These are thenames of the
sons of Aaron: Nadab the oldest, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3 These
are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests, on whom the holy oil was
put, who were marked out as priests. 4 And Nadab and Abihu were put to
death before the Lordwhen theymade an offering of strange fire before the
Lord, in the waste land of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and
Ithamardid theworkofpriestsbeforeAaron their father. 5And theLord said
toMoses, 6Make the tribe of Levi come near, and put them before Aaron the
priest, to behis helpers, 7 In order that theymaybe responsible to himand to
all Israel for the care of the Tent ofmeeting, and to do thework of theHouse;
8And theywill have the care of all the vessels of the Tent ofmeeting, andwill
do for the children of Israel all the necessary work of the House. 9Give the
Levites to Aaron and his sons; so that theymay be hiswithout question from



Numbers 3:10 139 Numbers 3:41

among the children of Israel. 10And give orders that Aaron and his sons are
to keep their place as priests; any strangepersonwho comesnear is to beput
to death. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12 See, I have taken the Levites out
of the children of Israel to bemine in place of the first sons of the children of
Israel; 13For all the first sons aremine; on the daywhen I put to death all the
first sons in the land of Egypt, I took formyself every first male birth ofman
and beast. They are mine; I am the Lord. 14And the Lord said to Moses in
the waste land of Sinai, 15 Let all the children of Levi be numbered by their
families and their fathers' houses; let everymale of amonth old and over be
numbered. 16SoMoses did as the Lord said, numbering themashehadbeen
ordered. 17 These were the sons of Levi by name: Gershon and Kohath and
Merari. 18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon, by their families:
Libni and Shimei. 19And the sons of Kohath, by their families: Amram and
Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel. 20 And the sons of Merari by their families:
Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites in the order of their
fathers' houses. 21FromGershon come the Libnites and the Shimeites; these
are the families of the Gershonites. 22 Those who were numbered of them,
themales fromonemonth old and over,were seven thousand, five hundred.
23 The tents of the Gershonites are to be placed at the back of the House, to
the west. 24The chief of the Gershonites is Eliasaph, the son of Lael. 25 In the
Tent of meeting, the Gershonites are to have the care of the House, and the
Tentwith its cover, and the veil for the door of the Tent ofmeeting, 26And the
hangings for the open space round the House and the altar, and the curtain
for its doorway, and all the cords needed for its use. 27 From Kohath come
theAmramites and the Izharites and theHebronites and theUzzielites; these
are the families of theKohathites. 28Thosewhowerenumbered of them, the
males from onemonth old and over, were eight thousand, six hundred, who
were responsible for the care of the holy place. 29The tents of the Kohathites
are to be placed on the south side of the House. 30 Their chief is Elizaphan,
the son of Uzziel. 31 In their care are the ark, and the table, and the lights,
and the altars, and all the vessels used in the holy place, and the veil, and all
they are used for. 32Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, will be head over all
the Levites and overseer of those responsible for the care of the holy place.
33FromMerari come theMahlites and theMushites; these are the families of
Merari. 34Thosewhowere numbered of them, themales of amonth old and
over, were six thousand, two hundred. 35The chief of the families of Merari
was Zuriel, the son of Abihail: their tents are to be placed on the north side
of the House. 36And in their care are to be all the boards of the Tent, with
their rods and pillars and bases, and all the instruments, and all they are
used for, 37And the pillars of the open space round it, with their bases and
nails and cords. 38And those whose tents are to be placed on the east side of
theHouse in front of the Tent ofmeeting, looking to the dawn, areMoses and
Aaron and his sons, who will do the work of the holy place for the children
of Israel; and any strange personwho comes near will be put to death. 39All
the Levites numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord, all the
males of one month old and over numbered in the order of their families,
were twenty-two thousand. 40 And the Lord said to Moses, Let all the first
malechildrenbenumbered, and take thenumberof theirnames. 41Andgive
to me the Levites (I am the Lord) in place of the first sons of the children of
Israel; and the cattle of theLevites inplace of thefirst births among the cattle
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of the children of Israel. 42SoMoses had all the first sons among the children
of Israel numbered, as the Lord said to him. 43Every first son from amonth
old and over was numbered by name, and the number came to twenty-two
thousand, two hundred and seventy-three. 44 And the Lord said to Moses,
45 Take the Levites in place of all the first sons of the children of Israel, and
the cattle of the Levites in place of their cattle; the Levites are to be mine;
I am the Lord. 46 And the price you have to give for the two hundred and
seventy-three first sons of the children of Israel which are in addition to the
numberof theLevites, 47Will befive shekels for everyone, by the scale of the
holy place (the shekel is twenty gerahs); 48And thismoney, the price of those
over the number of the Levites, is to be given to Aaron and his sons. 49 So
Moses took the money, the price of those whose place had not been taken
by the Levites; 50 From the first sons of Israel he took it, a thousand, three
hundred and sixty-five shekels, by the scale of the holy place; 51And he gave
themoney to Aaron and his sons, as the Lord had said.

4
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 Let the sons of Kohath, from

among the sons of Levi, be numbered by their families, in the order of their
fathers' houses; 3All those from thirty tofifty years oldwhoare able todo the
work of the Tent ofmeeting. 4And this is to be thework of the sons of Kohath
in connection with the most holy things. 5When all the people go forward,
Aaron is to go inwithhis sons, and takedown theveil of the curtain, covering
the ark of witness with it; 6 And putting over it the leather cover and over
that a blue cloth; and putting its rods in place. 7And on the table of the holy
bread they are to put a blue cloth, and on it all the vessels, the spoons and
the basins and the cups; and the holy breadwith them; 8And over them they
are to put a red cloth, covering it with a leather cover, and putting its rods
in their places. 9And they are to take a blue cloth, covering with it the light-
supportwith its lights and its instruments and its trays and all the oil vessels
which are used for it: 10All these they are to put in a leather cover, and put it
on the frame. 11On the gold altar they are to put a blue cloth, covering itwith
a leather cover; and they are to put its rods in their places. 12All the vessels
whichareused in theholyplace theyare toput inablue cloth, covering them
with a leather cover, andput themon the frame. 13And they are to take away
the burned waste from the altar, and put a purple cloth on it; 14 Placing on
the cloth all its vessels, the fire-baskets, the meat-hooks, the spades, and the
basins; all the vessels of the altar; they are to put a leather cover over all
these, and put its rods in their places. 15And after the holy place and all its
vessels have been covered up by Aaron and his sons, when the tents of the
people go forward, the sonsofKohathare to comeand take it up; but theholy
things may not be touched by them for fear of death. 16And Eleazar, the son
of Aaron the priest, is to be responsible for the oil for the light, and the sweet
perfumes for burning, and the regular meal offering, and the holy oil; the
House and the holy place and everything in it will be in his care. 17And the
Lord said toMoses andAaron, 18Donot let the family of theKohathites be cut
off from among the Levites; 19But do this to them, so that life and not death
may be theirs when they come near the most holy things; let Aaron and his
sons go in and give to every one his work and that which he is to take up;
20But they themselvesarenot togo in to see theholyplace, even foraminute,
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for fear of death. 21And the Lord said toMoses, 22Let the sons of Gershon be
numbered by families, in the order of their fathers' houses; 23All those from
thirty to fifty years old who are able to do the work of the Tent of meeting.
24This is to be thework of the Gershonites, the things they are to do and take
up. 25They are to take up the curtains of the House, and the Tent of meeting
with its cover and the leather cover over it, and the hangings for the door of
the Tent ofmeeting; 26And the hangings for the open space round theHouse
and the altar, and the curtain for its doorway, with the cords and all the
thingsused for them;whatever is necessary for these, they are todo. 27From
themouthofAaronandhis sons theGershoniteswill havewordaboutall the
things they are to do and take up; you are to give them their orders. 28This is
theworkof the familyof theGershonites in theTentofmeeting, and theywill
be under the direction of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest. 29The sons of
Merari are to be numbered by families, in the order of their fathers' houses;
30 Every one from thirty to fifty years old who is able to do the work of the
Tent of meeting. 31And this is their part in the work of the Tent of meeting:
the transport of theboards and the rods of theTent,with thepillars and their
bases; 32 And the pillars of the open space outside it, with their bases and
theirnails and cords andall the instrumentsused, andeverythingwhichhas
to be done there; all the instruments for which they are responsible are to
be numbered by name. 33This is theworkwhich the sons ofMerari are to do
in connection with the Tent of meeting, under the direction of Ithamar, the
son of Aaron the priest. 34 So Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the people
took in hand the numbering of the sons of the Kohathites, by families, in
the order of their fathers' houses; 35Numbering all those from thirty to fifty
years old who were able to do the work in the Tent of meeting; 36 And the
number of all thesewas two thousand, sevenhundred andfifty. 37This is the
number of those of the Kohathites who did the work in the Tent of meeting,
as theywere numbered byMoses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 38And
those of the sons of Gershon who were numbered by families, 39 All those
from thirty to fifty years old who were able to do the work in the Tent of
meeting, 40Who were numbered by families in the order of their fathers'
houses, were two thousand, six hundred and thirty. 41This is the number of
the sons of Gershon who did the work in the Tent of meeting, as they were
numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 42And those of the
sons ofMerariwhowere numbered by families, in the order of their fathers'
houses, 43 All those from thirty to fifty years old who did the work in the
Tent of meeting, 44Who were numbered by families, were three thousand,
two hundred. 45 This is the number of the sons of Merari, numbered by
Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 46And all the Levites who were
numbered by Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the people, by families, in
the order of their fathers' houses, 47Those from thirty to fifty years old who
were able to do the work of the Tent of meeting and of its transport, 48Came
to eight thousand, five hundred and eighty. 49At the order of the Lord they
were numbered by Moses, every one in relation to his work and to his part
in the transport; so they were numbered byMoses at the order of the Lord.

5
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to put
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outside the tent-circle every leper, andanyonewhohas any sort of flow from
his body, and anyone who is unclean from the touch of the dead; 3 Male
or female they are to be put outside the tent-circle, so that they may not
make unclean my resting-place among them. 4 So the children of Israel did
as the Lord had said to Moses, and put them outside the tent-circle. 5 And
the Lord said to Moses, 6 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a woman
does any of the sins of men, going against the word of the Lord, and is in
the wrong; 7 Let them say openly what they have done; and make payment
for the wrong done, with the addition of a fifth part, and give it to him to
whom the wrong was done. 8 But if the man has no relation to whom the
payment may be made, then the payment for sin made to the Lord will be
the priest's, in addition to the sheep offered to take away his sin. 9And every
offering lifted up of all the holy things which the children of Israel give to
the priest, will be his. 10And everyman's holy things will be his: whatever a
man gives to the priestwill be his. 11And the Lord said toMoses, 12Say to the
children of Israel, If any man's wife does wrong, sinning against him 13 By
taking as her lover anotherman, and keeps it secret so that her husband has
no knowledge of it, and there is no witness against her, and she is not taken
in the act; 14 If the spirit of doubt comes into her husband's heart, and he has
doubts of his wife, with good cause; or if he has doubts of herwithout cause:
15 Then let him take her to the priest, offering for her the tenth part of an
ephah of barley meal, without oil or perfume; for it is a meal offering of a
bitter spirit, a meal offering keeping wrongdoing in mind. 16And the priest
will make her come near and put her before the Lord; 17And the priest will
take holywater in a pot and put in it dust from the floor of the House; 18And
he will make the woman come before the Lord with her hair loose, and will
put the meal offering, the offering of a bitter spirit, in her hands; and the
priest will take in his hand the bitter water causing the curse; 19And he will
make her take an oath, and say to her, If no man has been your lover and
you have not beenwith another in place of your husband, you are free from
this bitter water causing the curse; 20 But if you have been with another in
place of yourhusbandandhavemadeyourself uncleanwith a lover: 21Then
the priest will put the oath of the curse on the woman, and say to her, May
the Lord make you a curse and an oath among your people, sending on you
wasting of the legs and disease of the stomach; 22And this water of the curse
will go into your body, causing disease of your stomach andwasting of your
legs: and the womanwill say, So be it. 23And the priest will put these curses
inabook,washingout thewritingwith thebitterwater; 24Andhewill give to
thewoman the bitterwater for drink; and the bitterwater causing the curse
will go into her. 25And the priest will take from her hand the meal offering
of doubt, waving it before the Lord, and will take it to the altar; 26 And he
will take some of it in his hand, burning it on the altar as a sign, and then he
will give the woman the bitter water. 27And it will be that if the woman has
becomeunclean, sinningagainst herhusband,when shehas taken thebitter
water it will go into her body, causing disease of the stomach andwasting of
the legs, and she will be a curse among her people. 28But if she is clean she
will be free and will have offspring. 29This is the law for testing a wife who
goes with another in place of her husband and becomes unclean; 30Or for
a husband who, in a bitter spirit, has doubts in his heart about his wife; let
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him take her to the priest, whowill put in force this law. 31Then themanwill
be free from all wrong, and the woman's sin will be on her.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a

woman takes an oath to keep himself separate and give himself to the Lord;
3He is to keep himself fromwine and strong drink, and take nomixed wine
or strong drink or any drinkmade from grapes, or any grapes, green or dry.
4All the time he is separate he may take nothing made from the grape-vine,
from its seeds to its skin. 5 All the time he is under his oath let no blade
come near his head; till the days while he is separate are ended he is holy
and his hair may not be cut. 6All the time he is separate he may not come
near any dead body. 7Hemay notmake himself unclean for his father or his
mother, his sister or his brother, if death comes to them; because he is under
an oath to keep himself separate for God. 8All the time he is separate he is
holy to the Lord. 9 If death comes suddenly to a man at his side, so that he
becomes unclean, let his hair be cut off on the day when he is made clean,
on the seventh day. 10 And on the eighth day let him take to the priest, at
the door of the Tent of meeting, two doves or two young pigeons; 11And the
priest will give one for a sin-offering and the other for a burned offering
to take away the sin which came on him on account of the dead, and he
will make his head holy that same day. 12 And he will give to the Lord his
days of being separate, offering a he-lamb of the first year as an offering for
error: but the earlier dayswill be a loss, because he became unclean. 13And
this is the law for himwho is separate, when the necessary days are ended:
he is to come to the door of the Tent of meeting, 14 And make his offering
to the Lord; one he-lamb of the first year, without a mark, for a burned
offering, and one female lamb of the first year, without a mark, for a sin-
offering, and one male sheep, without a mark, for peace-offerings, 15 And
a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of the best meal mixed with oil, and
thin unleavened cakes covered with oil, with their meal offering and drink
offerings. 16And the priest will take thembefore the Lord, andmake his sin-
offering and his burned offering; 17Giving the sheep of the peace-offerings,
with the basket of unleavened bread; and at the same time, the priest will
make his meal offering and his drink offering. 18 Then let his long hair, the
sign of his oath, be cut off at the door of the Tent of meeting, and let him put
it on the fire onwhich the peace-offerings are burning. 19And the priest will
take the cooked leg of the sheep and one unleavened cake and one thin cake
out of the basket, and put them on the hands of the separate one after his
hair has been cut, 20Waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; this
is holy for the priest, together with the waved breast and the leg which is
lifted up; after that, the man may take wine. 21 This is the law for him who
takes an oath to keep himself separate, and for his offering to the Lord on
that account, in addition to what he may be able to get; this is the law of his
oath, which he will have to keep. 22 And the Lord said to Moses, 23 Say to
Aaron and his sons, These are the words of blessing which are to be used by
you in blessing the children of Israel; say to them, 24May the Lord send his
blessing on you and keep you: 25May the light of the Lord's face be shining
on you in grace: 26May the Lord's approval be resting on you and may he
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give you peace. 27 So they will put my name on the children of Israel, and I
will give themmy blessing.

7
1And when Moses had put up the House completely, and had put oil on it

and made it holy, with all the things in it, and had made the altar and all its
vessels holy with oil; 2 Then the chiefs of Israel, the heads of their fathers'
houses, made offerings; these were the chiefs of the tribes, who were over
those who were numbered. 3And they came with their offerings before the
Lord, six covered carts and twelve oxen; a cart for every two of the chiefs,
and for every one an ox. 4And the Lord said toMoses, 5Take the things from
them, to be used for the work of the Tent of meeting; and give them to the
Levites, to everymanwhat is needed for his work. 6 SoMoses took the carts
and theoxenandgave them to theLevites. 7Twocarts and four oxenhegave
to the sons ofGershon for theirwork; 8And four carts andeight oxenhe gave
to the sons of Merari for their work, under the direction of Ithamar, the son
ofAaron thepriest. 9But to the sons ofKohathhe gavenothing; because they
had the careof theholyplace, taking it about on their backs. 10And the chiefs
gave an offering for the altar on the daywhen the holy oil was put on it; they
made their offering before the altar. 11And the Lord said toMoses, Let every
chief on his day give his offering tomake the altar holy. 12And hewhomade
his offering on the first day was Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, of the
tribe of Judah: 13And his offeringwas one silver plate, a hundred and thirty
shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; the twoof them full of thebestmealmixedwith oil for ameal offering;
14One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice for burning; 15One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 16One
male of the goats for a sin-offering; 17And for the peace-offerings, two oxen,
five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the
offering of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab. 18On the second day Nethanel,
the son of Zuar, chief of Issachar, made his offering: 19He gave one silver
plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 20One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of
spice; 21 One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for
a burned offering; 22One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 23And for the
peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambsof the
first year: this was the offering of Nethanel, the son of Zuar. 24On the third
day Eliab, the son of Helon, chief of the children of Zebulun: 25His offering
was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin
of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the
bestmealmixedwithoil for ameal offering; 26Onegold spoonof ten shekels,
full of spice; 27One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year,
for a burned offering; 28One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 29And for
the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs
of the first year: this was the offering of Eliab, the son of Helon. 30On the
fourth day Elizur, the son of Shedeur, chief of the children of Reuben: 31His
offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one
silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the twoof them
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full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 32One gold spoon of
ten shekels, full of spice; 33Oneyoungox, onemale sheep, onehe-lambof the
first year, for a burned offering; 34One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
35And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Elizur, the son of Shedeur.
36On the fifth day Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai, chief of the children of
Simeon: 37His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in
weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the
two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 38One
gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 39One young ox, onemale sheep, one
he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 40One male of the goats for
a sin-offering; 41And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, fivemale sheep, five
he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Shelumiel,
the son of Zurishaddai. 42On the sixth day Eliasaph, the son of Reuel, chief
of the children of Gad: 43His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and
thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of
the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a
meal offering; 44One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 45One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 46One
male of the goats for a sin-offering; 47And for the peace-offerings, two oxen,
five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the
offering of Eliasaph, the son of Reuel 48On the seventh dayElishama, the son
of Ammihud, chief of the children of Ephraim: 49His offeringwas one silver
plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 50One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of
spice; 51 One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for
a burned offering; 52One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 53And for the
peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambsof the
first year: this was the offering of Elishama, the son of Ammihud. 54On the
eighth day Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, chief of the children ofManasseh:
55His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight,
one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two
of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 56One gold
spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 57One young ox, one male sheep, one he-
lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 58One male of the goats for a
sin-offering; 59And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five
he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Gamaliel,
the son of Pedahzur. 60On the ninth day Abidan, the son of Gideoni, chief
of the children of Benjamin: 61His offering was one silver plate, a hundred
and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale
of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a
meal offering; 62One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 63One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year for a burned offering; 64One
male of the goats for a sin-offering; 65And for the peace-offerings, two oxen,
five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the
offering of Abidan, the son of Gideoni. 66On the tenth day Ahiezer; the son
of Ammishaddai, chief of the children of Dan: 67His offering was one silver
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plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 68One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of
spice; 69 One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for
a burned offering; 70One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 71And for the
peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambsof the
first year: thiswas theofferingofAhiezer, the sonofAmmishaddai. 72On the
eleventh day Pagiel, the son of Ochran, chief of the children of Asher: 73His
offering was one silver plate; a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one
silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the twoof them
full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 74One gold spoon of
ten shekels, full of spice; 75Oneyoungox, onemale sheep, onehe-lambof the
first year, for a burned offering; 76One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
77And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Pagiel, the son of Ochran.
78On the twelfth dayAhira, the sonof Enan, chief of the childrenofNaphtali:
79His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight,
one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two
of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 80One gold
spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 81One young ox, one male sheep, one he-
lambof thefirst year, for a burned offering; 82Onemale of the goats for a sin-
offering; 83And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-
goats, fivehe-lambs of thefirst year: thiswas the offering of Ahira, the son of
Enan. 84 These were the offerings given for the altar by the chiefs of Israel,
when the holy oil was put on it: twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins,
twelve gold spoons; 85 The weight of every silver plate was a hundred and
thirty shekels, and of every basin seventy; the weight of all the silver of the
vessels was two thousand and four hundred shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; 86 The weight of the twelve gold spoons of spice for burning was ten
shekels for every one, by the scale of the holy place; all the gold of the spoons
was a hundred and twenty shekels; 87All the oxen, for the burned offering
were twelve, the male sheep twelve, the he-lambs of the first year twelve,
with their meal offering; and the males of the goats for sin-offering twelve;
88And all the oxen for the peace-offerings, twenty-four oxen, themale sheep
sixty, and the he-goats sixty, the he-lambs of the first year sixty. This was
given for the altar after the holy oil was put on it. 89And when Moses went
into the Tent of meeting to have talk with him, then the Voice came to his
ears fromover the coverwhichwas on the ark ofwitness, frombetween the
twowinged ones. And he had talk with him.

8
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron, When you put the lights in

their places, the seven lights will give light in front of the support. 3 And
Aaron did so; he put the lights in their places so that they gave light in front
of the support, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 4The support for the lights
was of hammered goldwork, from its base to its flowers itwas of hammered
work; from the design which the Lord had given to Moses, he made the
support for the lights. 5 And the Lord said to Moses, 6 Take the Levites out
from among the children of Israel and make them clean. 7And this is how
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you are to make them clean: let the holy water which takes away sin be put
on them, and let the hair all over their bodies be cut off with a sharp blade,
and let their clothingbewashedand theirbodiesmadeclean. 8Then let them
take a young ox and itsmeal offering, crushed grainmixedwith oil, and take
another ox for a sin-offering. 9Andmake the Levites come forward in front
of the Tent ofmeeting, and let all the children of Israel come together: 10And
you are to take the Levites before the Lord: and the children of Israel are to
put their hands on them: 11And Aaron is to give the Levites to the Lord as
a wave offering from the children of Israel, so that they may do the Lord's
work. 12And the Levites are to put their hands on the heads of the oxen, and
one of the oxen is to be offered for a sin-offering and the other for a burned
offering to the Lord to take away the sin of the Levites. 13 Then the Levites
are to be put before Aaron and his sons, to be offered as a wave offering to
the Lord. 14 So you are to make the Levites separate from the children of
Israel, and the Levites will be mine. 15 After that, the Levites will go in to
do whatever has to be done in the Tent of meeting; you are to make them
clean and give them as a wave offering. 16 For they have been given to me
from among the children of Israel; in place of every mother's first son, the
first to come to birth in Israel, I have taken them for myself. 17 For every
mother's first son among the children of Israel is mine, the first male birth
of man or beast: on the day when I sent death on all the first sons in the
land of Egypt, I made them mine. 18 And in place of the first sons among
the children of Israel, I have taken the Levites. 19 And I have given them
to Aaron and to his sons, from among the children of Israel, to undertake
for them all the work of the Tent of meeting, and to take away sin from the
children of Israel so that no evil may come on them when they come near
the holy place. 20All these thingsMoses andAaron and the children of Israel
did to the Levites; as the Lord gave orders to Moses about the Levites, so the
childrenof Israel did. 21And theLevitesweremade clean fromsin, and their
clothing was washed, and Aaron gave them for a wave offering before the
Lord; and Aaron took away their sin and made them clean. 22And then the
Levites went in to do their work in the Tent of meeting before Aaron and
his sons: all the orders which the Lord had given Moses about the Levites
were put into effect. 23And the Lord said to Moses, 24This is the rule for the
Levites: those of twenty-five years old and over are to go in and do thework
of the Tent of meeting; 25 But after they are fifty years old, they are to give
up their work and do no more; 26 But be with their brothers in the Tent of
meeting, taking care of it but doing no work. This is what you are to do in
connection with the Levites and their work.

9
1And the Lord said to Moses, in the waste land of Sinai, in the first month

of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, 2 Let the
children of Israel keep the Passover at its regular time. 3 In the fourteenth
day of this month, at evening, you are to keep it at the regular time, and in
theway ordered in the law. 4AndMoses gave orders to the children of Israel
to keep the Passover. 5 So they kept the Passover in the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month, at evening, in the waste land of Sinai: as the
Lord gave orders to Moses, so the children of Israel did. 6 And there were
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certain men who were unclean because of a dead body, so that they were
not able to keep the Passover on that day; and they came before Moses and
before Aaron on that day: 7And these men said to him,We have beenmade
unclean by the dead body of a man; why may we not make the offering of
the Lord at the regular time among the children of Israel? 8AndMoses said
to them, Do nothing till the Lord gives me directions about you. 9 And the
Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, If any one of you or of
your families is unclean because of a dead body, or is on a journey far away,
still he is to keep the Passover to the Lord: 11 In the second month, on the
fourteenth day, in the evening, they are to keep it, taking it with unleavened
bread and bitter-tasting plants; 12Nothing of it is to be kept till themorning,
and no bone of it is to be broken: they are to keep it by the rules of the
Passover. 13 But the man who, not being unclean or on a journey, does not
keep the Passover, will be cut off from his people: because he did not make
the offering of the Lord at the regular time, his sin will be on him. 14 And
if a man from another country is among you and has a desire to keep the
Passover to the Lord, let him do as is ordered in the law of the Passover:
there is to be the same rule for the man from another nation and for him
who had his birth in the land. 15And on the daywhen theHousewas put up,
the cloud came down on it, on the Tent of witness; and in the evening there
was a light like fire over the House till the morning. 16 And so it was at all
times: it was covered by the cloud, and by a light as of fire by night. 17And
whenever the cloud was taken up from over the House, then the children
of Israel went journeying on; and in the place where the cloud came to rest,
there the children of Israel put up their tents. 18 At the order of the Lord
the children of Israel went forward, and at the order of the Lord they put
up their tents: as long as the cloud was resting on the House, they did not
go away from that place. 19When the cloud was resting on the House for a
long time the children of Israel, waiting for the order of the Lord, did not
go on. 20 Sometimes the cloud was resting on the House for two or three
days; then, by the order of the Lord, they kept their tents in that place, and
when the Lord gave the order they went on. 21 And sometimes the cloud
was there only from evening to morning; and when the cloud was taken up
in the morning they went on their journey again: or if it was resting there
by day and by night, whenever the cloud was taken up they went forward.
22Or if the cloud came to rest on theHouse for two days or amonth or a year
without moving, the children of Israel went on waiting there and did not go
on; but whenever it was taken up they went forward on their journey. 23At
theword of the Lord they put up their tents, and at theword of the Lord they
went forward on their journey: they kept the orders of the Lord as he gave
them byMoses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Make two silver horns of hammered work,

to be used for getting the people together and to give the sign for themoving
of the tents. 3When they are sounded, all the people are to come together
to you at the door of the Tent of meeting. 4 If only one of them is sounded,
then the chiefs, the heads of the thousands of Israel, are to come to you.
5When a loud note is sounded, the tents placed on the east side are to go
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forward. 6At the sound of a second loud note, the tents on the south side are
to go forward: the loud note will be the sign to go forward. 7 But when all
the people are to come together, the horn is to be sounded but not loudly.
8 The horns are to be sounded by the sons of Aaron, the priests; this is to be
a law for you for ever, from generation to generation. 9And if you go to war
in your land against any who do you wrong, then let the loud note of the
horn be sounded; and the Lord your Godwill keep you inmind and give you
salvation from those who are against you. 10And on days of joy and on your
regular feasts and on the first day of every month, let the horns be sounded
over your burned offerings and your peace-offerings; and they will put the
Lord in mind of you: I am the Lord your God. 11Now in the second year, on
the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud was taken up from over
the Tent ofwitness. 12And the children of Israelwent on their journey out of
thewaste landof Sinai; and the cloud came to rest in thewaste landof Paran.
13Theywent forward for thefirst timeon their journeyas theLordhadgiven
orders by the hand of Moses. 14 First the flag of the children of Judah went
forward with their armies: and at the head of his army was Nahshon, the
sonofAmminadab. 15Andat theheadof the armyof the childrenof Issachar
was Nethanel, the son of Zuar. 16And at the head of the army of the children
of Zebulun was Eliab, the son of Helon. 17Then the House was taken down;
and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari, who were responsible for
moving the House, went forward. 18Then the flag of the children of Reuben
went forward with their armies: and at the head of his armywas Elizur, the
son of Shedeur. 19 And at the head of the army of the children of Simeon
was Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai. 20 At the head of the army of the
children of Gad was Eliasaph, the son of Reuel. 21Then the Kohathites went
forward with the holy place; the others put up the House ready for their
coming. 22Then the flag of the children of Ephraimwent forwardwith their
armies: and at the head of his army was Elishama, the son of Ammihud.
23 At the head of the army of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel, the
son of Pedahzur. 24At the head of the army of the children of Benjamin was
Abidan, the sonofGideoni. 25And theflagof the childrenofDan,whose tents
were moved last of all, went forward with their armies: and at the head of
his army was Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai. 26At the head of the army
of the children of Asher was Pagiel, the son of Ochran. 27 And at the head
of the army of the children of Naphtali was Ahira, the son of Enan. 28 This
was the order in which the children of Israel were journeying by armies; so
they went forward. 29 Then Moses said to Hobab, the son of his father-in-
law Reuel the Midianite, We are journeying to that place of which the Lord
has said, I will give it to you: so come with us, and it will be for your profit:
for the Lord has good things in store for Israel. 30 But he said, I will not go
with you, I will go back to the land of my birth and to my relations. 31And
he said, Do not go from us; for youwill be eyes for us, guiding us to the right
places in the waste land to put up our tents. 32And if you come with us, we
will give you a part in whatever good the Lord does for us. 33 So they went
forward three days' journey from the mountain of the Lord; and the ark of
the Lord's agreement went three days' journey before them, looking for a
resting-place for them; 34And by day the cloud of the Lord went over them,
when they went forward from the place where they had put up their tents.
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35Andwhen the ark went forwardMoses said, Come up, O Lord, and let the
armies of those who are against you be broken, and let your haters go in
flight before you. 36Andwhen it came to rest, he said, Take rest, O Lord, and
give a blessing to the families of Israel.

11
1Now the people were saying evil against the Lord; and the Lord, hearing

it, was angry and sent fire on them, burning the outer parts of the tent-
circle. 2And the people made an outcry to Moses, and Moses made prayer
to the Lord, and the fire was stopped. 3 So that place was named Taberah,
because of the fire of the Lord which had been burning among them. 4And
the mixed band of people who went with them were overcome by desire:
and the children of Israel, weeping again, said, Who will give us flesh for
our food? 5 Sweet is the memory of the fish we had in Egypt for nothing,
and the fruit and green plants of every sort, sharp and pleasing to the taste:
6But now our soul is wasted away; there is nothing at all: we have nothing
but this manna before our eyes. 7Now the manna was like a seed of grain,
like small clear drops. 8 The people went about taking it up from the earth,
crushing it between stones or hammering it to powder, and boiling it in pots,
and theymade cakes of it: its tastewas like the taste of cakes cookedwith oil.
9When thedewcamedownon the tents atnight, themannacamedownwith
it. 10And at the sound of the people weeping, everyman at his tent-door, the
wrath of the Lord was great, and Moses was very angry. 11And Moses said
to the Lord, Why have you done me this evil? and why have I not grace in
your eyes, that you have put on me the care of all this people? 12 Am I the
father of all this people? have I given them birth, that you say to me, Take
them in your arms, like a child at the breast, to the land which you gave by
an oath to their fathers? 13Where am I to get flesh to give to all this people?
For they are weeping to me and saying, Give us flesh for our food. 14 I am
not able by myself to take the weight of all this people, for it is more than
my strength. 15 If this is to be my fate, put me to death now in answer to my
prayer, if I have grace in your eyes; and let me not see my shame. 16And the
Lord said to Moses, Send for seventy of the responsible men of Israel, who
are inyouropinionmenofweight andauthority over thepeople;make them
come to the Tent of meeting and be there with you. 17And I will come down
and have talk with you there: and I will take some of the spirit which is on
you and put it on them, and theywill take part of theweight of the people off
you, so that you do not have to take it by yourself. 18And say to the people,
Make yourselves clean before tomorrow and you will have flesh for your
food: for in the ears of the Lord you have been weeping and saying, Who
will give us flesh for food? forwewerewell off in Egypt: and so the Lordwill
give you flesh, and it will be your food; 19Not for one day only, or even for
five or ten or twenty days; 20But every day for a month, till you are tired of
it, turning from it in disgust: because you have gone against the Lordwho is
withyou, andhavebeenweepingbeforehimsaying,Whydidwecomeoutof
Egypt? 21Then Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred
thousand men on foot; and you have said, I will give them flesh to be their
food for a month. 22 Are flocks and herds to be put to death for them? or
are all the fish in the sea to be got together so that they may be full? 23And
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the Lord said toMoses, Has the Lord's hand become short? Now youwill see
if my word comes true for you or not. 24And Moses went out and gave the
people thewords of the Lord: and he took seventy of the responsiblemen of
the people, placing them round the Tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the
cloud and had talk with him, and put on the seventy men some of the spirit
whichwas on him: nowwhen the spirit came to rest on them, theywere like
prophets, butonlyat that time. 26But twomenwere still in the tent-circleone
of them named Eldad and the other Medad: and the spirit came to rest on
them; they were among those who had been sent for, but they had not gone
out to the Tent: and the prophet's power came on them in the tent-circle.
27And a young man went running to Moses and said, Eldad and Medad are
acting as prophets in the tent-circle. 28 Then Joshua, the son of Nun, who
had been Moses' servant from the time when he was a child, said, My lord
Moses, let them be stopped. 29 And Moses said to him, Are you moved by
envy on my account? If only all the Lord's people were prophets, and the
Lordmight put his spirit on them! 30ThenMoses, with the responsible men
of Israel, went back to the tent-circle. 31 Then the Lord sent a wind, driving
little birds from the sea, so that they came down on the tents, and all round
the tent-circle, aboutaday's journeyon this sideandon that, inmassesabout
two cubits high over the face of the earth. 32And all that day and all night
and the day after, the people were taking up the birds; the smallest amount
whichanyonegotwas tenhomers: and theyput themout all round the tents.
33But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was tasted, the
wrath of the Lordwasmoved against the people andhe sent a great outburst
of disease on them. 34 So that place was named Kibroth-hattaavah; because
there they put in the earth the bodies of the people who had given way to
their desires. 35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the people went on to Hazeroth;
and there they put up their tents.

12
1Now Miriam and Aaron said evil against Moses, because of the Cushite

woman to whom he was married, for he had taken a Cushite woman as his
wife. 2And they said, Have the words of the Lord been given toMoses only?
have they not come to us? And the Lord took note of it. 3 Now the man
Moses was more gentle than any other man on earth. 4 And suddenly the
Lord said to Moses and Aaron and Miriam, Come out, you three, to the Tent
of meeting. And the three of themwent out. 5And the Lord came down in a
pillar of cloud, taking his place at the door of the Tent, andmade Aaron and
Miriamcomebeforehim. 6Andhe said, Nowgive ear tomywords: if there is
a prophet among you Iwill give himknowledge ofmyself in a vision andwill
letmywords come to him in a dream. 7My servantMoses is not so; he is true
tome inallmyhouse: 8WithhimIwill have talkmouth tomouth, openlyand
not in dark sayings; and with his eyes he will see the form of the Lord: why
thenhad youno fear of saying evil againstmy servantMoses? 9Andburning
with wrath against them, the Lord went away. 10And the cloud was moved
from over the Tent; and straight away Miriam became a leper, as white as
snow: andAaron, looking atMiriam, saw that shewas a leper. 11ThenAaron
said to Moses, O my lord, let not our sin be on our heads, for we have done
foolishly and are sinners. 12 Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half
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wastedwhenhe comesout fromthebodyofhismother. 13AndMoses, crying
to the Lord, said, Let my prayer come before you, O God, andmake her well.
14And the Lord said to Moses, If her father had put a mark of shame on her,
would shenot be shamed for sevendays? Let her be shut upoutside the tent-
circle for seven days, and after that she may come in again. 15 So Miriam
was shut up outside the tent-circle for seven days: and the people did not
go forward on their journey till Miriam had come in again. 16After that, the
people went on from Hazeroth and put up their tents in the waste land of
Paran.

13
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Sendmen to get knowledge about the land

of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from every tribe of
their fathers you are to send a man, every one a chief among them. 3 And
Moses sent them from the waste land of Paran as the Lord gave orders, all
of them men who were heads of the children of Israel. 4 And these were
their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua, the son of Zaccur. 5Of the
tribe of Simeon, Shaphat, the son of Hori. 6Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb, the
son of Jephunneh. 7Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal, the son of Joseph. 8Of the
tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Nun. 9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti,
the son of Raphu. 10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel, the son of Sodi. 11Of
the tribe of Joseph, that is of the family of Manasseh, Gaddi, the son of Susi.
12Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel, the son of Gemalli. 13Of the tribe of Asher,
Sethur, the sonofMichael 14Of the tribeofNaphtali, Nahbi, the sonofVophsi.
15Of the tribe of Gad, Gevel, the son of Machi. 16These are the names of the
men whomMoses sent to get knowledge about the land. AndMoses gave to
Hoshea, the son of Nun, the name of Joshua. 17 So Moses sent them to have
a look at the land of Canaan, and said to them, Go up into the South and into
the hill-country; 18And see what the land is like; and if the people living in
it are strong or feeble, small or great in number; 19 And what sort of land
they are living in, if it is good or bad; and what their living-places are, tent-
circles or walled towns; 20 And if the land is fertile or poor, and if there is
wood in it or not. And be of good heart, and come back with some of the
produce of the land. Now it was the time when the first grapes were ready.
21 So they went up and got a view of the land, from the waste land of Zin to
Rehob, on the way to Hamath. 22 They went up into the South and came to
Hebron; and Ahiman and Sheshai and Talmai, the children of Anak, were
living there. (Now the building ofHebron took place seven years before that
of Zoan in Egypt.) 23And they came to the valley of Eshcol, and cutting down
avine-branchwith its grapes, twoof themtook it onarodbetween them; and
they took some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was named the valley
of Eshcol because of the grapeswhich the children of Israel took from there.
25At the end of forty days they cameback fromviewing the land. 26And they
cameback toMoses andAaronandall the children of Israel, to Kadesh in the
waste land of Paran; and gave an account to them and to all the people and
let them see the produce of the land. 27And they said, We came to the land
where you sent us, and truly it is flowing with milk and honey: and here
is some of the produce of it. 28 But the people living in the land are strong,
and the towns are walled and very great; further, we saw the children of
Anak there. 29And the Amalekites are in the South; and the Hittites and the
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Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill-country; and the Canaanites
by the seaandby the sideof Jordan. 30ThenCalebmade signs to thepeople to
keep quiet, and said to Moses, Let us go up straight away and take this land;
forwearewell able toovercome it. 31But themenwhohadgoneupwithhim
said, We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than
we. 32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad account of the land they
had been to see, saying, This land through which we went is a land causing
destruction to those living in it; and all the people we saw there are men of
more than common size. 33Therewe saw those greatmen, the sons of Anak,
offspring of theNephilim: andwe seemed to ourselves nomore than insects,
and so we seemed to them.

14
1 Then all the people gave load cries of grief, and all that night they gave

themselves up toweeping. 2And all the children of Israel, crying out against
Moses andAaron, said, If onlywehad come to our death in the landof Egypt,
or even in this waste land! 3Why is the Lord taking us into this land to come
to our death by the sword? Ourwives and our little oneswill get into strange
hands: would itnotbebetter forus togoback toEgypt? 4And they said toone
another, Let us make a captain over us, and go back to Egypt. 5 Then Moses
and Aaronwent down on their faces before themeeting of the people. 6And
Joshua, the son of Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, two of those who
had been to see the land, giving signs of grief, 7 Said to all the children of
Israel, This land which we went through to see is a very good land. 8And if
the Lord has delight in us, he will take us into this land and give it to us, a
land flowing with milk and honey. 9Only, do not go against the Lord or go
in fear of the people of the land, for they will be our food; their strength has
been taken fromthemand theLord iswithus: haveno fearof them. 10Butall
the people said they were to be stoned. Then the glory of the Lord was seen
in the Tent of meeting, before the eyes of all the children of Israel. 11 And
the Lord said to Moses, How long will this people have no respect for me?
how long will they be without faith, in the face of all the signs I have done
among them? 12 I will send disease on them for their destruction, and take
away their heritage, and I will make of you a nation greater and stronger
than they. 13AndMoses said to the Lord, Then it will come to the ears of the
Egyptians; for by your power you took this people out from among them;
14And theywill give the news to the people of this land: they have hadword
that you, Lord, are present with this people, letting yourself be seen face to
face, and that your cloud is resting over them, and that you go before them
in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15Now if you put
to death all this people as one man, then the nations who have had word of
your glory will say, 16Because the Lord was not able to take this people into
the land which he made an oath to give them, he sent destruction on them
in the waste land. 17 So now, may my prayer come before you, and let the
powerof theLordbegreat, as you said: 18TheLord is slow towrathandgreat
in mercy, overlooking wrongdoing and evil, and will not let wrongdoers go
free; sending punishment on children for the sins of their fathers, to the
thirdand fourthgeneration. 19Maythesinof thispeoplehave forgiveness, in
themeasureof your greatmercy, as youhavehadmercyon themfromEgypt
up till now. 20And the Lord said, I have hadmercy, as you say: 21But truly, as
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I am living, and as all the earthwill be full of the glory of the Lord; 22Because
all thesemen, having seenmyglory and the signswhich I havedone inEgypt
and in the waste land, still have put me to the test ten times, and have not
given ear to my voice; 23 They will not see the land about which I made an
oath to their fathers; not oneof thesebywhomIhavenotbeenhonouredwill
see it. 24But my servant Caleb, because he had a different spirit in him, and
hasbeen true tomewithall hisheart, himIwill take into that land intowhich
he went, and his seed will have it for their heritage. 25Now the Amalekites
and the Canaanites are in the valley; tomorrow, turning round, go into the
waste land by the way to the Red Sea. 26 Then the Lord said to Moses and
Aaron, 27How long am I to put up with this evil people and their outcries
against me? The words which they say against me have come to my ears.
28 Say to them, By my life, says the Lord, as certainly as your words have
come tomy ears, so certainlywill I do this to you: 29Your dead bodieswill be
stretched out in this waste land; and of all your number, all those of twenty
yearsoldandoverwhohavebeencryingoutagainstme, 30Notonewill come
into the land which I gave my word you would have for your resting-place,
but only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun. 31 And
your little ones, whom you said would come into strange hands, I will take
in, and they will see the land which you would not have. 32 But as for you,
your dead bodies will be stretched in this waste land. 33And your children
will bewanderers in thewaste land for forty years, undergoing punishment
for your false ways, till your bodies become dust in the waste land. 34And
as you went through the land viewing it for forty days, so for forty years,
a year for every day, you will undergo punishment for your wrongdoing,
and you will see that I am against you. 35 I the Lord have said it, and this I
will certainly do to all this evil people who have come together against me:
in this waste land destruction will come on them, and death will be their
fate. 36And the men whomMoses sent to see the land, and who, by the bad
account they gave of the land, were the cause of the outcry the peoplemade
against Moses, 37 Those same men who said evil of the land, came to their
death by disease before the Lord. 38 But Joshua, the son of Nun, and Caleb,
the son of Jephunneh, of those who went to see the land, were not touched
by disease. 39AndwhenMoses put thesewords before the children of Israel,
the people were full of grief. 40 And early in the morning they got up and
went to the top of themountain, saying,We are here andwewill go up to the
placewhich the Lord said hewould give us: forwe have donewrong. 41And
Moses said, Why are you now acting against the Lord's order, seeing that no
good will come of it? 42Go not up, for the Lord is not with you, and you will
be overcome by those who are fighting against you. 43 For the Amalekites
and the Canaanites are there before you, and you will be put to death by
their swords: because you have gone back from the way of the Lord, the
Lord will not be with you. 44 But they gave no attention to his words and
went to the top of the mountain, though Moses and the ark of the Lord's
agreement did not go out of the tent-circle. 45 Then the Amalekites came
down, and theCanaaniteswhowere living in thehill-country, andovercame
them completely, driving them back as far as Hormah.

15
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel,Whenyouhave
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come into the landwhich I am giving to you for your resting-place, 3And are
going tomakeanofferingbyfire to theLord, a burnedofferingor anoffering
in connection with an oath, or an offering freely given, or at your regular
feasts, an offering for a sweet smell to the Lord, from the herd or the flock:
4Then let himwho ismaking his offering, give to the Lord ameal offering of
a tenth part of a measure of the best meal mixed with a fourth part of a hin
of oil: 5And for the drink offering, you are to give with the burned offering
or other offering, the fourth part of a hin of wine for every lamb. 6Or for a
male sheep, give as a meal offering two tenth parts of a measure of the best
meal mixedwith a third part of a hin of oil: 7And for the drink offering give
a third part of a hin of wine, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 8And when you
make ready a young ox for a burned or other offering, or for the effecting
of an oath, or for peace-offerings to the Lord: 9Thenwith the ox give ameal
offering of three tenth parts of ameasure of the best meal mixedwith half a
hinof oil. 10And for thedrinkoffering: givehalf ahinofwine, for anoffering
made by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 11 This is to be done for every
young ox and for every male sheep or he-lamb or young goat. 12Whatever
number youmake ready, so you are to do for every one. 13All thosewho are
Israelites by birth are to do these things in this way, when giving an offering
made by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord. 14 And if a man from another
country or anyother person living amongyou, throughall your generations,
has the desire to give anofferingmadebyfire of a sweet smell to theLord, let
himdoas youdo. 15There is to be one law for youand for themanof another
country living with you, one law for ever from generation to generation; as
you are, so is he to be before the Lord. 16 The law and the rule are to be the
same for you and for those fromother lands livingwith you. 17And the Lord
said to Moses, 18 Say to the children of Israel, When you come into the land
where I amguiding you, 19Then,when you take for your food the produce of
the land, youare to give anoffering liftedupbefore theLord. 20Of thefirst of
your roughmeal youare to givea cake for a liftedoffering, lifting it upbefore
the Lord as the offering of the grain-floor is lifted up. 21 From generation
to generation you are to give to the Lord a lifted offering from the first of
your rough meal. 22And if in error you go against any of these laws which
the Lord has given to Moses, 23 All the laws which the Lord has given you
by the hand ofMoses, from the daywhen the Lord gave them, and ever after
fromgeneration to generation; 24Then, if thewrong is done in error,without
the knowledge of the meeting of the people, let all the meeting give a young
ox as a burned offering, a sweet smell to the Lord, with its meal offering
and its drink offering, as is ordered in the law, together with a he-goat for
a sin-offering. 25 So the priest will make the people free from sin, and they
will have forgiveness; for it was an error, and they have given their offering
made by fire to the Lord, and their sin-offering before the Lord, on account
of their error: 26And all themeeting of the children of Israel, aswell as those
from other lands living among them, will have forgiveness; for it was an
error on the part of the people. 27 And if one person does wrong, without
being conscious of it, then let him give a she-goat of the first year for a sin-
offering. 28And the priest will take away the sin of the personwho has done
wrong, if the wrong was done unconsciously, and he will have forgiveness.
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29 The law in connection with wrong done unconsciously is to be the same
for him who is an Israelite by birth and for the man from another country
who is living among them. 30But the personwho does wrong in the pride of
his heart, if he is one of you or of another nation by birth, is acting without
respect for theLord, andwill be cut off fromhis people. 31Becausehehadno
respect for the word of the Lord, and did not keep his law, that man will be
cut offwithoutmercy andhis sinwill be onhim. 32Nowwhile the childrenof
Israel were in the waste land, they saw amanwho was getting sticks on the
Sabbath day. 33And thosewho sawhimgetting sticks took himbeforeMoses
andAaron and all the people. 34And they hadhim shut up, because they had
no directions about what was to be done with him. 35Then the Lord said to
Moses, Certainly the man is to be put to death: let him be stoned by all the
people outside the tent-circle. 36 So all the people took him outside the tent-
circle and he was stoned to death there, as the Lord gave orders to Moses.
37And the Lord said toMoses, 38Say to the children of Israel that through all
their generations they are to put on the edges of their robes an ornament of
twisted threads, and in every ornament a blue cord; 39 So that, looking on
these ornaments, youmay keep inmind the orders of the Lord and do them;
andnot be guided by the desires of your hearts and eyes, throughwhich you
have beenuntrue tome: 40And that youmaykeep inmind allmy orders and
do them and be holy to your God. 41 I am the Lord your God, who took you
out of the land of Egypt, so that Imight be your God: I am the Lord your God.

16
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with

Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Pallu, the son of
Reuben, made themselves ready, 2And came before Moses, with certain of
the childrenof Israel, twohundredandfifty chiefs of thepeople,menof good
name who had a place in the meeting of the people. 3 They came together
against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, You take overmuch on
yourselves, seeing that all the people are holy, every one of them, and the
Lord is among them; why then have you put yourselves in authority over
the people of the Lord? 4 And Moses, hearing this, went down on his face;
5Andhe said to Korah andhis band, In themorning the Lordwillmake clear
who are his, and who is holy, and who may come near him: the man of his
selection will be caused to come near him. 6 So do this: let Korah and all his
band take vessels for burning perfumes; 7And put spices on the fire in them
before the Lord tomorrow; then the man marked out by the Lord will be
holy: you takeovermuchonyourselves, you sonsofLevi. 8AndMoses said to
Korah, Give earnow, you sonsofLevi: 9Does it seemonlya small thing toyou
that the God of Israel has made you separate from the rest of Israel, letting
you come near himself to do the work of the House of the Lord, and to take
your place before the people to do what has to be done for them; 10 Letting
you, and all your brothers the sons of Levi, come near to him? and would
you now be priests? 11So you and all your band have come together against
the Lord; and Aaron, who is he, that you are crying out against him? 12Then
Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: and they said, Wewill
not come up: 13 Is it not enough that you have taken us from a land flowing
with milk and honey, to put us to death in the waste land, but now you are
desiring to make yourself a chief over us? 14And more than this, you have
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not taken us into a land flowing with milk and honey, or given us a heritage
of fields and vine-gardens: will you put out the eyes of these men? We will
not come up. 15 Then Moses was very angry, and said to the Lord, Give no
attention to their offering: not one of their asses have I taken, or donewrong
to any of them. 16 And Moses said to Korah, You and all your band are to
come before the Lord tomorrow, you and they and Aaron: 17And let every
man take a vessel for burning perfumes, and put sweet spices in them; let
every man take his vessel before the Lord, two hundred and fifty vessels;
you andAaron and everyonewith his vessel. 18So everyman took his vessel
and they put fire in them, with spices, and came to the door of the Tent of
meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19 And Korah made all the people come
together against them to the door of the Tent ofmeeting: and the glory of the
Lord was seen by all the people. 20And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
21Come out from among this people, so that I may send sudden destruction
on them. 22 Then falling down on their faces they said, O God, the God of
the spirits of all flesh, because of one man's sin will your wrath be moved
against all the people? 23 And the Lord said to Moses, 24 Say to the people,
Come away from the tent of Korah Dathan, and Abiram. 25 So Moses got up
andwent toDathanandAbiram, and theresponsiblemenof Israelwentwith
him. 26 And he said to the people, Come away now from the tents of these
evil men, without touching anything of theirs, or you may be taken in the
punishment of their sins. 27So on every side theywent away from the tent of
KorahDathan, andAbiram: andDathan andAbiram came out to the door of
their tents, with theirwives and their sons and their little ones. 28AndMoses
said, Now you will see that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, and
I have not done them of myself. 29 If these men have the common death of
men, or if the natural fate of all men overtakes them, then the Lord has not
sent me. 30 But if the Lord does something new, opening the earth to take
them in, with everything which is theirs, and they go down living into the
underworld, then itwill be clear to you that the Lord has not been honoured
by these men. 31 And while these words were on his lips, the earth under
them was parted in two; 32 And the earth, opening her mouth, took them
in, with their families, and all the men who were joined to Korah, and their
goods. 33 So they and all theirs went down living into the underworld, and
the earthwas shut over them, and theywere cut off fromamong themeeting
of the people. 34And all Israel round about them went in flight at their cry,
For fear, said they, that we go down into the heart of the earth. 35 Then fire
came out from the Lord, burning up the two hundred and fifty men who
were offering the perfume. 36And the Lord said to Moses, 37 Say to Eleazar,
the sonofAaron thepriest, that he is to takeout of theflames thevesselswith
the perfumes in them, turning the fire out of them, for they are holy; 38And
let the vessels of those men, who with their lives have made payment for
their sin, be hammered out into plates as a cover for the altar; for they have
been offered before the Lord and are holy; so that they may be a sign to the
children of Israel. 39 So Eleazar the priest took the brass vessels which had
been offered by those who were burned up, and they were hammered out
to make a cover for the altar: 40To be a sign, kept in memory for ever by the
children of Israel, that no man who is not of the seed of Aaron has the right
of burning spices before the Lord, so that he may not be like Korah and his
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band: as the Lord said to him by themouth of Moses. 41But on the day after,
all the children of Israel made an outcry against Moses and against Aaron,
saying, Youhave put to death the Lord's people. 42Nowwhen the people had
come together against Moses and Aaron, looking in the direction of the Tent
of meeting, they saw the cloud covering it, and the glory of the Lord came
before their eyes. 43 Then Moses and Aaron came to the front of the Tent of
meeting. 44And the Lord said toMoses, 45Come out fromamong this people,
so that Imaysendsuddendestructionon them. And theywentdownon their
faces. 46AndMoses said toAaron, Take your vessel andput in it fire from the
altar, and sweet spices, and take it quickly into the meeting of the people,
and make them free from sin: for wrath has gone out from the Lord, and
the disease is starting. 47And at the words of Moses, Aaron took his vessel,
andwent running among the people; and even then the disease hadmade a
start among them; and he put spices in his vessel to take away the sin of the
people. 48 And he took his place between the dead and the living: and the
diseasewas stopped. 49Nowfourteen thousand, sevenhundreddeathswere
caused by that disease, in addition to those who came to their end because
of what Korah had done. 50 Then Aaron went back to Moses to the door of
the Tent of meeting: and the disease came to a stop.

17
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel that they are to

give you rods, one for every family, for every chief, the head of his father's
house,making twelve rods; let everyman's namebe placed onhis rod. 3And
let Aaron's name be placed on the rod of Levi: for there is to be one rod for
the head of every family. 4And let them be stored up in the Tent of meeting,
in front of the ark of witness where I come to you. 5And the rod of that man
who ismarkedout byme formyselfwill havebuds on it; so Iwill put a stop to
the outcries which the children of Israel make tome against you. 6SoMoses
gave these orders to the children of Israel, and all their chiefs gave him rods,
one for the head of every family, making twelve rods: and Aaron's rod was
among them. 7AndMosesput the rodsbefore theLord in theTent ofwitness.
8Now on the day after, Moses went into the Tent of witness; and he saw that
Aaron's rod, the rod of the house of Levi, had put out buds, andwas covered
with buds and flowers and fruit. 9 Then Moses took out all the rods from
before the Lord, and gave them back to the children of Israel: and they saw
them, and everyman tookhis rod. 10And the Lord said toMoses, Put Aaron's
rod back in front of the ark of witness, to be kept for a sign against this false-
hearted people, so that you may put a stop to their outcries against me, and
death may not overtake them. 11 This Moses did: as the Lord gave orders,
so he did. 12And the children of Israel said to Moses, Truly, destruction has
comeonus; an evil fate has overtakenus all. 13Deathwill overtake everyone
who comes near, who comes near the House of the Lord: are we all to come
to destruction?

18
1And the Lord said to Aaron, You and your sons and your father's family

are to be responsible for all wrongdoing in relation to the holy place: and
you and your sons are to be responsible for the errors which come about in
yourwork as priests. 2Let your brothers, the family of Levi, come nearwith
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you, so that they may be joined with you and be your servants: but you and
your sons with you are to go in before the ark of witness. 3 They are to do
your orders and be responsible for the work of the Tent; but they may not
come near the vessels of the holy place or the altar, so that death may not
overtake them or you. 4 They are to be joined with you in the care of the
Tent of meeting, doing whatever is needed for the Tent: and no one of any
other family may come near you. 5 You are to be responsible for the holy
place and the altar, so that wrath may never again come on the children of
Israel. 6Now, see, I have taken your brothers the Levites from among the
children of Israel: they are given to you and to the Lord, to do the work of
the Tent of meeting. 7And you and your sons with you are to be responsible
as priests for the altar and everything on it, and everything inside the veil;
you are to do the work of priests; I have given you your position as priests;
and any othermanwho comes nearwill be put to death. 8And the Lord said
to Aaron, See, I have given into your care my lifted offerings; even all the
holy things of the children of Israel I have given to you and to your sons as
your right for ever, because youhave beenmarkedwith the holy oil. 9This is
to be yours of themost holy things, out of the fire offerings; every offering of
theirs, every meal offering and sin-offering, and every offering which they
make on account of error, is to be most holy for you and your sons. 10 As
most holy things they are to be your food: let everymale have them for food;
it is to be holy to you. 11 And this is yours: the lifted offering which they
give and all the wave offerings of the children of Israel I have given to you
and to your sons and to your daughters as your right for ever: everyone in
your house who is clean may have them for food. 12 All the best of the oil
and the wine and the grain, the first-fruits of them which they give to the
Lord, to youhave I given them. 13Theearliest produce fromtheir landwhich
they take to the Lord is to be yours; everyone in your house who is clean
may have it for his food. 14 Everything given by oath to the Lord in Israel
is to be yours. 15 The first birth of every living thing which is offered to the
Lord, of man or beast, is to be yours; but for the first sons of man payment
is to be made, and for the first young of unclean beasts. 16 Payment is to be
made for these when they are amonth old, at the value fixed by you, a price
of five shekels by the scale of the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the
shekel. 17 But no such payment may be made for the first birth of an ox or
a sheep or a goat; these are holy: their blood is to be dropped on the altar,
and their fat burned for an offering made by fire, a sweet smell to the Lord.
18Their flesh is to be yours; like the breast of thewave offering and the right
leg, it is to be yours. 19 All the lifted offerings of the holy things which the
children of Israel give to the Lord, I have given to you and to your sons and
to your daughters as a right for ever. This is an agreement made with salt
before the Lord, to you and to your seed for ever. 20 And the Lord said to
Aaron, You will have no heritage in their land, or any part among them; I
am your part and your heritage among the children of Israel. 21And to the
children of Levi I have given as their heritage all the tenths offered in Israel,
as payment for thework theydo, theworkof theTent ofmeeting. 22 In future
the children of Israel are not to come near the Tent ofmeeting, so that death
may not come to them because of sin. 23 But the Levites are to do the work
of the Tent of meeting, and be responsible for errors in connection with it:
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this is a law for ever through all your generations; and among the children
of Israel they will have no heritage. 24 For the tenths which the children of
Israel give as a lifted offering to the Lord I have given to the Levites as their
heritage. and so I have said to them, Among the children of Israel they will
have no heritage. 25And the Lord said to Moses, 26 Say to the Levites, When
you take from the children of Israel the tenthwhich I have given to you from
themas yourheritage, a tenthpart of that tenth is to be offeredas anoffering
lifted up before the Lord. 27And this lifted offering is to be put to your credit
as if it was grain from the grain-floor andwine from the vines. 28So you are
to make an offering lifted up to the Lord from all the tenths which you get
from the children of Israel, giving out of it the Lord's lifted offering to Aaron
the priest. 29From everything given to you, let the best of it, the holy part of
it, be offered as a lifted offering to the Lord. 30 Say to them, then, When the
best of it is lifted up on high, it is to be put to the account of the Levites as the
increase of the grain-floor and of the place where the grapes are crushed.
31 It is to be your food, for you and your families in every place: it is your
reward for your work in the Tent of meeting. 32And no sin will be yours on
account of it, when the best of it has been lifted up on high; you are not to
make a wrong use of the holy things of the children of Israel, so that death
may not overtake you.

19
1And the Lord said toMoses and Aaron, 2This is the rule of the lawwhich

the Lord has made, saying, Give orders to the children of Israel to give you
a red cow without any mark on her, and on which the yoke has never been
put: 3 Give her to Eleazar the priest and let him take her outside the tent-
circle and have her put to death before him. 4 Then let Eleazar the priest
take some of her blood on his finger, shaking the blood seven times in the
direction of the front of the Tent of meeting: 5And the cow is to be burned
before him, her skin and her flesh and her blood and her waste are to be
burned: 6 Then let the priest take cedar-wood and hyssop and red thread,
and put them into the fire where the cow is burning. 7And the priest, after
washing his clothing and bathing his body in water, may come back to the
tent-circle, and will be unclean till evening. 8And he who does the burning
is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean
till evening. 9 Then let a man who is clean take the dust of the burned cow
and put it outside the tent-circle in a clean place, where it is to be kept for
the children of Israel and used in making the water which takes away what
is unclean: it is a sin-offering. 10And hewho takes up the dust of the burned
cow is to have his clothing washed with water and be unclean till evening:
this is to be a law for ever, for the children of Israel as well as for the man
from another countrywho is living among them. 11Anyone touching a dead
body will be unclean for seven days: 12On the third day and on the seventh
day he is to make himself clean with the water, and so he will be clean: but
if he does not do this on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be
clean. 13Anyone touching the body of a dead man without making himself
clean in thisway,makes theHouse of the Lord unclean; and thatmanwill be
cut off fromIsrael: because thewaterwasnotput onhim, hewill beunclean;
his unclean condition is unchanged. 14This is the law when death comes to
aman in his tent: everyonewho comes into the tent, and everyonewho is in
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the tent, will be unclean for seven days. 15 And every open vessel without
a cover fixed on it will be unclean. 16 And anyone touching one who has
been put to death with the sword in the open country, or the body of one
who has come to his end by a natural death, or a man's bone, or the resting-
place of a dead body, will be unclean for seven days. 17And for the unclean,
they are to take the dust of the burning of the sin-offering, and put flowing
water on it in a vessel: 18And a clean person is to take hyssop and put it in
the water, shaking it over the tent, and all the vessels, and the people who
were there, and over him by whom the bone, or the body of one who has
been put to death with the sword, or the body of one who has come to his
end by a natural death, or the resting-place was touched. 19 Let the clean
person do this to the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day: and
on the seventh day he is to make him clean; and after washing his clothing
and bathing himself in water, hewill be clean in the evening. 20But theman
who, being unclean, does not make himself clean in this way, will be cut off
from the meeting of the people, because he has made the holy place of the
Lord unclean: the water has not been put on him, he is unclean. 21This is to
be a law for them for ever: he who puts the water on the unclean person is
to have his clothingwashed; and anyone touching thewaterwill be unclean
till evening. 22Anything touched by the unclean personwill be unclean; and
any person touching it will be unclean till evening.

20
1 In the first month all the children of Israel came into the waste land of

Zin, and put up their tents in Kadesh; there death came to Miriam, and they
put her body to rest in the earth. 2And there was no water for the people:
and they came together against Moses and against Aaron. 3And the people
were angry with Moses and said, If only death had overtaken us when our
brothers came to their death before the Lord! 4 Why have you taken the
Lord's people into this waste, for death to come to us and to our cattle there?
5 Why have you made us come out of Egypt into this evil place? This is
no place of seed or figs or vines or other fruits, and there is no water for
drinking. 6 Then Moses and Aaron went away from the people to the door
of the Tent of meeting; and, falling on their faces there, they saw the glory
of the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Moses, 8 Take the rod, you and Aaron,
your brother, and make all the people come together, and before their eyes
give orders to the rock to give out its water; and so make water come out of
the rock for them, and give the people and their cattle drink. 9 And Moses
took the rod from before the Lord as he gave him orders. 10ThenMoses and
Aaron made the people come together in front of the rock, and he said to
them, Give ear now, you people whose hearts are turned from the Lord; are
we to get water for you out of the rock? 11 And lifting up his hand, Moses
gave the rock two blows with his rod: and water came streaming out, and
the people and their cattle had drink enough. 12Then the Lord said toMoses
and Aaron, Because you had not enough faith in me to keep my name holy
before the childrenof Israel, youwill not take this people into the landwhich
I have given them. 13These are the waters of Meribah; because the children
of Israel went against the Lord, and they saw that he was holy among them.
14 Then Moses sent men from Kadesh to the king of Edom to say to him,
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Your brother Israel says, You have knowledge of all the things we have been
through; 15How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we were living in
Egypt for a long time; and the Egyptians were cruel to us and to our fathers:
16And the Lord gave ear to the voice of our cry, and sent an angel and took
us out of Egypt: and nowwe are in Kadesh, a town on the edge of your land;
17Let us now go through your land: we will not go into field or vine-garden,
or take the water of the springs; we will go by the highway, not turning to
the right or to the left, till we have gone past the limits of your land. 18And
Edom said, You are not to go through my land, for if you do I will come out
against youwith the sword. 19And the children of Israel said to him,Wewill
go up by the highway: and if we or our cattle take of yourwater, wewill give
you a price for it: only let us go through on our feet, nothing more. 20 But
he said, You are not to go through. And Edom came out against them in his
strength, with a great army. 21 So Edom would not let Israel go through his
land; and Israelwent inanotherdirection. 22And theywenton fromKadesh,
and came, with all their people, to Mount Hor. 23And at Mount Hor, at the
edge of the land of Edom, the Lord said toMoses and Aaron, 24Aaronwill be
put to rest with his people; he will not go into the land which I have given
to the children of Israel, because youwent against myword at the waters of
Meribah. 25 So take Aaron and Eleazar, his son, up into Mount Hor; 26 And
take Aaron's robes off him and put them on Eleazar, his son: and death will
come to Aaron there, and he will be put to rest with his people. 27 So Moses
did as the Lord had said, and before the eyes of all the people they went up
Mount Hor. 28 And Moses took off Aaron's robes, and put them on Eleazar,
his son; and there on the top of the mountain death came to Aaron: then
Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29And when the people
saw that Aaron was dead, all the children of Israel gave themselves up to
weeping for him for thirty days.

21
1 And it came to the ears of the Canaanite, the king of Arad, living in

the South, that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, and he came out
against them and took some of them prisoners. 2 Then Israel made an oath
to the Lord, and said, If youwill give up this people intomyhands, then Iwill
send complete destruction on all their towns. 3And the Lord, in answer to
the voice of Israel, gave the Canaanites up to them; and they put them and
their towns completely to destruction: and that place was named Hormah.
4Then theywent on fromMount Hor by theway to the Red Sea, going round
the land of Edom: and the spirit of the peoplewas overcomewithweariness
on the way. 5And crying out against God and against Moses, they said, Why
have you taken us out of Egypt to come to our death in the waste land? For
there is nobreadandnowater, and this poorbread is disgusting tous. 6Then
the Lord sent poison-snakes among the people; and their bites were a cause
of death to numbers of the people of Israel. 7Then the people came toMoses
and said, We have done wrong in crying out against the Lord and against
you: make prayer to the Lord to take away the snakes from us. So Moses
made prayer for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, Make an image
of a snake and put it on a rod, and anyone who has been wounded by the
snakes, looking on it will be made well. 9 So Moses made a snake of brass



Numbers 21:10 163 Numbers 22:1

and put it on a rod; and anyone who had a snakebite, after looking on the
snake of brass, was made well. 10 Then the children of Israel went on and
put up their tents in Oboth. 11 And journeying on again from Oboth, they
put up their tents in Iye-abarim, in thewaste land beforeMoab looking east.
12And moving on from there, they put up their tents in the valley of Zered.
13 From there they went on and put up their tents on the other side of the
Arnon, which is on the waste land at the edge of the land of the Amorites;
for the Arnon is the line of division between Moab and the Amorites: 14As
it says in the book of the Wars of the Lord, Vaheb in Suphah, and the valley
of the Amon; 15 The slope of the valleys going down to the tents of Ar and
touching the edge of Moab. 16 From there they went on to Beer, the water-
spring of which the Lord said to Moses, Make the people come together and
I will give them water. 17 Then Israel gave voice to this song: Come up, O
water-spring, let us make a song to it: 18 The fountain made by the chiefs,
madedeepby the great ones of the people,with the law-givers' rod, andwith
their sticks. Then fromthewaste land theywenton toMattanah: 19Andfrom
Mattanah to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth: 20 And from Bamoth
to the valley in the open country of Moab, and to the top of Pisgah looking
over Jeshimon. 21And Israel sentmen to Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying,
22 Let me go through your land: we will not go into field or vine-garden, or
take the water of the springs; we will go by the highway till we have gone
past the limits of your land. 23 And Sihon would not let Israel go through
his land; but got all his people together and went out against Israel into the
waste land, as far as Jahaz, to make war on Israel. 24 But Israel overcame
him, and took all his land from theArnon to the Jabbok, as far as the country
of the children of Ammon, for the country of the children of Ammon was
strongly armed. 25And Israel took all their towns, living in Heshbon and all
the towns and small places of the Amorites. 26 For Heshbon was the town
of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who hadmadewar against an earlier king of
Moab and taken from him all his land as far as the Arnon. 27 So the makers
of wise sayings say, Come to Heshbon, building up the town of Sihon and
making it strong: 28 For a fire has gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the
town of Sihon: for the destruction of Ar in Moab, and the lords of the high
places of the Arnon. 29 Sorrow is yours, O Moab! Destruction is your fate,
O people of Chemosh: his sons have gone in flight, and his daughters are
prisoners, in the hands of Sihon, king of the Amorites. 30They are wounded
with our arrows; destruction has come on Heshbon, even to Dibon; and we
have made the land waste as far as Nophah, stretching out to Medeba. 31 So
Israel put up their tents in the land of the Amorites. 32And Moses sent men
secretly to Jazer, and they took its towns, driving out the Amoriteswhowere
living there. 33Then turning theywentupby thewayofBashan; andOg, king
of Bashan, went out against them with all his people, to the fight at Edrei.
34And the Lord said to Moses, Have no fear of him: for I have given him up
into your hands, with all his people and his land; do to him as you did to
Sihon, king of the Amorites, at Heshbon. 35 So they overcame him and his
sons and his people, driving them all out: and they took his land for their
heritage.

22
1 Then the children of Israel, journeying on, put up their tents in the
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lowlands of Moab, on the other side of Jordan at Jericho. 2Now Balak, the
son of Zippor, sawwhat Israel haddone to theAmorites. 3And inMoab there
was great fear of the people, because their numbers were so great: and the
feeling of Moab was bitter against the children of Israel. 4 Then Moab said
to the responsiblemen ofMidian, It is clear that this great people will be the
destruction of everything round us, making a meal of us as the ox does of
the grass of the field. At that time Balak, the son of Zippor, was king ofMoab.
5 So he sent men to Balaam, son of Beor, at Pethor by the River in the land of
the children of his people, saying to him, See, a people has comeout of Egypt,
covering all the face of the earth, and they have put up their tents opposite
to me: 6 Come now, in answer to my prayer, and put a curse on this people,
for they are greater than I: and then I may be strong enough to overcome
them and send them out of the land: for it is clear that good comes to him
who has your blessing, but he on whom you put your curse is cursed. 7 So
the responsible men of Moab and Midian went away, taking in their hands
rewards for the prophet; and they came to Balaam and said to him what
Balak had given them orders to say. 8 And he said to them, Take your rest
here tonight, and Iwill give you an answer after hearingwhat the Lord says;
so the chiefs of Moab kept there with Balaam that night. 9And God came to
Balaam and said, Who are these men with you? 10And Balaam said to God,
Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent them to me, saying, 11 See,
the people who have come out of Egypt are covering all the earth: now, put
a curse on this people for me, so that I may be able to make war on them,
driving them out of the land. 12 And God said to Balaam, You are not to go
with them, or put a curse on this people, for they have my blessing. 13 In
the morning Balaam got up and said to the chiefs of Balak, Go back to your
land, for the Lord will not let me go with you. 14 So the chiefs of Moab went
back to Balak and said, Balaamwill not comewith us. 15 So Balak sent more
chiefs, greater in number and of higher position than the others. 16And they
came to Balaam and said, Balak, son of Zippor, says, Let nothing keep you
from coming to me: 17 For I will give you a place of very great honour, and
whatever you say to me I will do; so come, in answer to my prayer, and put
a curse on this people. 18 But Balaam, in answer; said to the servants of
Balak, Even if Balak gave me his house full of silver and gold, it would not
be possible for me to do anything more or less than the orders of the Lord
myGod. 19So take your rest here this night, till I have knowledgewhatmore
the Lord has to say to me. 20And that night God came to Balaam and said to
him, If these men have come for you, go with them: but do only what I say
to you. 21 So in the morning Balaam got up and, making his ass ready, went
with the chiefs of Moab. 22 But God was moved to wrath because he went:
and the angel of the Lord took up a position in the road to keep him fromhis
purpose. Nowhewas seated on his ass, and his two servantswerewith him.
23And the ass saw the angel of the Lordwaiting in the roadwith his sword in
his hand; and turning from the road, the ass went into the field; and Balaam
gave the ass blows, to get her back on to the road. 24 Then the angel of the
Lord took up his position in a narrow road through the vine-gardens, with
a wall on this side and on that. 25And the ass saw the angel of the Lord, and
went near thewall, crushing Balaam's foot against thewall; and he gave her
moreblows. 26Then the angel of theLordwent further, stopping in anarrow
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place where there was no room for turning to the right or to the left. 27And
the ass saw the angel of the Lord andwent downon the earth under Balaam;
and full of wrath, Balaam gave her hard blows with his stick. 28 Then the
Lord gave the ass the power of talking, and opening her mouth she said to
Balaam, What have I done to you that you have given me blows these three
times? 29 And Balaam said to the ass, You have made me seem foolish: if
only I had a sword in my hand I would put you to death. 30And the ass said
to Balaam, Am I not your ass uponwhich you have gone all your life till this
day? and have I ever done this to you before? And he said, No. 31 Then the
Lordmade Balaam's eyes open, and he saw the angel of the Lord in the way
withhis sword inhis hand: andhewent downonhis face to the earth. 32And
the angel of the Lord said to him, Why have you given your ass blows these
three times? See, I have comeout against you tokeepyouback, becauseyour
purpose isnotpleasing tome. 33And theass sawme, turning toone side from
me three times: if she had not gone to one side, I would certainly have put
you to death and kept her safe. 34And Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, I
have done wrong, for I did not see that you were in the way against me: but
now, if it is evil in your eyes, I will go back again. 35And the angel of the Lord
said to Balaam, Go with the men; but say only what I give you to say. Then
Balaamwent onwith the chiefs of Balak. 36NowBalak, hearing that Balaam
had come, went to the chief town of Moab, on the edge of the Arnon, in the
farthest part of the land, for the purpose of meeting him. 37And Balak said
to Balaam, Did I not send to you, requesting you with all my heart to come
to me? why did you not come? am I not able to give you a place of honour?
38 Then Balaam said to Balak, Now I have come to you; but have I power to
say anything? Only what God puts into mymouth may I say. 39And Balaam
wentwith Balak to Kiriath-huzoth. 40And Balakmade offerings of oxen and
sheep, and sent to Balaam and the chiefs who were with him. 41And in the
morning Balak took Balaam up to the high places of Baal, and from there he
was able to see the outer limits of the people.

23
1AndBalaamsaid toBalak,Makemehere sevenaltars andget ready seven

oxen and seven male sheep. 2And Balak did as Balaam had said; and Balak
and Balaam made an offering on every altar of an ox and a male sheep.
3Then Balaam said to Balak, Take your place by your burned offering, and I
will go and see if the Lord comes tome: and Iwill give youword ofwhatever
he says to me. And he went to an open place on a hill. 4 And God came to
Balaam, and Balaam said to him, I have made ready seven altars, offering
an ox and amale sheep on every altar. 5And the Lord put words in Balaam's
mouth, and said, Go back to Balak, and this is what you are to say. 6 So he
went back to him where he was waiting by his burned offering with all the
chiefs of Moab. 7 And in the words which the Lord had given him he said,
From Aram Balak has sent for me, the king of Moab from the mountains of
the East: come, put curses on Jacob for me and be angry with Israel. 8How
may I put curses on him who is not cursed by God? how may I be angry
with himwith whom the Lord is not angry? 9From the top of the rocks I see
him, looking down on him from the hills: it is a peoplemade separate, not to
be numbered among the nations. 10Who is able to take the measure of the
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dust of Jacob or the number of the thousands of Israel? Maymy death be the
death of the upright and my last end like his! 11 Then Balak said to Balaam,
What have you done tome? I sent for you so thatmyhatersmight be cursed,
and see, you have given them a blessing. 12And in answer he said, Am I not
ordered to say only what the Lord puts into my mouth? 13 And Balak said
to him, Come with me now into another place from which you will not be
able to see them all, but only the outskirts of them; and youwill send curses
on them from there. 14 So he took him into the country of Zophim, to the
top of Pisgah, and there they made seven altars, offering an ox and a male
sheep on every altar. 15Then he said to Balak, Take your place here by your
burned offering, while I go over there to the Lord. 16And the Lord came to
Balaam, and put words in his mouth, and said, Go back to Balak, and this
is what you are to say. 17 So he came to him where he was waiting by his
burned offering with the chiefs of Moab by his side. And Balak said to him,
What has the Lord said? 18And in the words which the Lord had given him
he said, Up! Balak, and give ear; give attention tome, O son of Zippor: 19God
is not aman, to say what is false; or the son of man, that his purposemay be
changed: what he has said, will he not do? and will he not give effect to the
words of his mouth? 20 See, I have had orders to give blessing: and he has
given a blessing which I have no power to take away. 21He has seen no evil
in Jacob or wrongdoing in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and the glad
cry of a king is among them. 22 It is Godwho has taken themout of Egypt; his
horns are like those of the mountain ox. 23No evil power has effect against
Jacob, nosecretartsagainst Israel; at the right time itwill be saidof Jacoband
of Israel, SeewhatGodhasdone! 24See, Israel comesup likea she-lion, lifting
himself up like a lion: hewill take no rest till he hasmade ameal of those he
has overcome, drinking the blood of those he has put to death. 25ThenBalak
said to Balaam, If you will not put a curse on them, at all events do not give
them a blessing. 26But Balaam in answer said to Balak, Did I not say to you, I
may only do what the Lord says? 27Then Balak said to Balaam, Come now, I
will take you to another place; it may be that God will let you put a curse on
them from there. 28 So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, looking down
over thewaste land. 29AndBalaam said to Balak,Makeme seven altars here
and get seven oxen and sevenmale sheep ready for me. 30And Balak did as
Balaam said, offering an ox and amale sheep on every altar.

24
1NowwhenBalaamsaw that itwas the Lord's pleasure to give his blessing

to Israel, he did not, as at other times,make use of secret arts, but turning his
face to thewaste land, 2And liftinguphis eyes, he saw Israel there,with their
tents in the order of their tribes: and the spirit of God came on him. 3And
moved by the spirit, he said, These are the words of Balaam, son of Beor, the
words of the man whose eyes are open: 4He says, whose ears are open to
the words of God, who has seen the vision of the Ruler of all, falling down,
but having his eyes open: 5How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your houses, O
Israel! 6Theyare stretchedout like valleys, like gardensby the riverside, like
flowering trees planted by the Lord, like cedar-trees by thewaters. 7Peoples
will be in fear before his strength, his armwill be on great nations: his king
will be higher than Agag, and his kingdommade great in honour. 8 It is God
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who has taken him out of Egypt; his horns are like those of themountain ox;
the nationswarring against himwill be his food, their boneswill be broken,
they will be wounded with his arrows. 9He took his sleep stretched out like
a lion, and like a she-lion: by whomwill his rest be broken? May a blessing
be on everyone who gives you blessing, and a curse on everyone by whom
you are cursed. 10Then Balak was full of wrath against Balaam, and angrily
waving his hands he said to Balaam, I sent for you so that those who are
againstmemight be cursed, but now, see, three times youhave given thema
blessing. 11Gobackquickly to theplaceyoucame from: itwasmypurpose to
give you a place of honour, but now the Lordhas kept youback fromhonour.
12Then Balaam said to Balak, Did I not say to themen you sent tome, 13Even
if Balak gaveme his house full of silver and gold, it would not be possible for
me to go outside the orders of the Lord, doing good or evil at the impulse of
my mind; whatever the Lord says I will say? 14 So now I will go back to my
people: but first let me make clear to you what this people will do to your
people in days to come. 15 Then he went on with his story and said, These
are the words of Balaam, the son of Beor, the words of him whose eyes are
open: 16He says, whose ear is open to thewords of God, who has knowledge
of the Most High, who has seen the vision of the Ruler of all, falling down
and having his eyes open: 17 I see him, but not now: looking on him, but
not near: a star will come out of Jacob, and a rod of authority out of Israel,
sending destruction to the farthest limits of Moab and on the head of all the
sons of Sheth. 18Edomwill be his heritage, and he will put an end to the last
of the people of Seir. 19And Israel will go on in strength, and Jacobwill have
rule over his haters. 20 Then, turning his eyes to Amalek, he went on with
his story and said, Amalek was the first of the nations, but his part will be
destruction for ever. 21And looking on the Kenites hewent onwith his story
and said, Strong is your living-place, and your secret place is safe in the rock.
22 But still the Kenites will be wasted, till Asshur takes you away prisoner.
23Then he went on with his story and said, But who may keep his life when
God does this? 24But ships will come from the direction of Kittim, troubling
Asshur and troubling Eber, and like the others their fate will be destruction.
25Then Balaam got up andwent back to his place: and Balak went away.

25
1 Now when Israel was living in Shittim the people became false to the

Lord, doing evil with the daughters of Moab: 2 For they sent for the people
to be present at the offerings made to their gods; and the people took part
in their feasts and gave honour to their gods. 3 So Israel had relations with
the women of Moab in honour of the Baal of Peor: and the Lord was moved
to wrath against Israel. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, Take all the chiefs of
the people, hanging them up in the sun before the Lord, so that the wrath of
the Lord may be turned from Israel. 5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel,
Let everyone put to death those of his menwho have had relations with the
women of Moab in honour of the Baal of Peor. 6Then one of the children of
Israel came to his brothers, taking with him a woman of Midian, before the
eyes of Moses and all themeeting of the people, while they were weeping at
the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 7AndPhinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, seeing it, got up fromamong the people and took a spear in
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his hand, 8And went after the man of Israel into the tent, driving the spear
through the twoof them, through themanof Israel and through the stomach
of thewoman. So the diseasewas stopped among the children of Israel. 9But
twenty-four thousandof themhad come to their death by the disease. 10And
the Lord said to Moses, 11Through Phinehas, and because of his passion for
my honour, my wrath has been turned away from the children of Israel, so
that I have not sent destruction on them all in my wrath. 12 So say to them
that I will make with him an agreement of peace: 13And by this agreement,
he andhis sons after himhave the right to be priests for ever; because, byhis
care for the honour of his God, he took away the sin of the children of Israel.
14Nowthemanof Israelwhowasput todeathwith thewomanofMidianwas
Zimri, the son of Salu, a chief of one of the families of the Simeonites. 15And
the woman of Midian who was put to death was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur;
hewas the head of a family inMidian. 16Then the Lord said toMoses, 17Take
up arms against theMidianites and overcome them; 18For they are a danger
to you with their false ways, causing sin to come on you in the question of
Peor, and because of Cozbi, their sister, the daughter of the chief of Midian,
who was put to death at the time of the disease which came on you because
of Peor.

26
1 Now after the disease was over, the Lord said to Moses and Eleazar,

the son of Aaron the priest, 2 Let all the children of Israel be numbered,
by the names of their fathers' families, all those of twenty years old and
over who are able to go to war in Israel. 3 So Moses and Eleazar the priest
gave them the order in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, saying,
4 Let all the people of twenty years old and over be numbered, as the Lord
has given orders to Moses and the children of Israel who have come out
of Egypt. 5 Reuben, the first son of Israel: the sons of Reuben by their
families: of Hanoch, the family of the Hanochites: of Pallu, the family of
the Palluites: 6Of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Carmi, the family
of the Carmites. 7 These are the families of the Reubenites: their number
was forty-three thousand, seven hundred and thirty. 8And the sons of Pallu,
Eliab 9And the sons of Eliab: Nemuel andDathan andAbiram. These are the
sameDathan andAbiramwho had a place in themeeting of the people, who
together with Korah made an outcry against Moses and Aaron and against
the Lord: 10And they went down into the openmouth of the earth, together
with Korah, when death overtook him and all his band; at the time when
two hundred and fiftymenwere burned in the fire, and they became a sign.
11Butdeathdidnotovertake the sonsofKorah. 12Thesonsof Simeonby their
families: of Nemuel, the family of theNemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the
Jaminites: of Jachin, the familyof the Jachinites: 13OfZerah, the familyof the
Zerahites: of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites. 14 These are the families of
the Simeonites, twenty-two thousand, two hundred. 15 The sons of Gad by
their families: of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, the family
of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites: 16Of Ozni, the family
of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the Erites: 17Of Arod, the family of the
Arodites: of Areli, the family of the Arelites. 18These are the families of the
sons of Gad as they were numbered, forty thousand, five hundred. 19 The
sons of Judah, Er and Onan: and Er and Onan had come to their death in the
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land of Canaan. 20And the sons of Judah by their families were: of Shelah,
the family of the Shelahites: of Perez, the family of the Perezites: of Zerah,
the family of the Zerahites. 21 And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the
family of the Hezronites: of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 22 These
are the families of Judah as theywere numbered, seventy-six thousand, five
hundred. 23 The sons of Issachar by their families: of Tola, the family of
the Tolaites: of Puvah, the family of the Punites: 24 Of Jashub, the family
of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites. 25 These are
the families of Issachar, as they were numbered, sixty-four thousand, three
hundred. 26 The sons of Zebulun by their families: of Sered, the family of
the Seredites: of Elon, the family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the family of
the Jahleelites. 27 These are the families of the Zebulunites as they were
numbered, sixty thousand, five hundred. 28 The sons of Joseph by their
families: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the
family of theMachirites: andMachir was the father of Gilead: of Gilead, the
family of theGileadites. 30These are the sons ofGilead: of Iezer, the family of
the Iezerites: ofHelek, the familyof theHelekites: 31AndofAsriel, the family
of the Asrielites: and of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites: 32And of
Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family of the
Hepherites. 33 And Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, had no sons, but only
daughters, and thenames of the daughters of ZelophehadwereMahlah, and
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the families of Manasseh;
and those who were numbered of them were fifty-two thousand, seven
hundred. 35 These are the sons of Ephraim by their families: of Shuthelah,
the family of the Shuthelahites: of Becher, the family of the Becherites: of
Tahan, the family of the Tahanites. 36And these are the sons of Shuthelah:
of Eran, the family of the Eranites: 37 These are the families of Ephraim as
theywere numbered, thirty-two thousand, five hundred. These are the sons
of Joseph by their families. 38 The sons of Benjamin by their families: of
Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites: of
Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites: 39Of Shephupham, the family of the
Shuphamites: andofHupham, the familyof theHuphamites. 40And the sons
of Bela were Ard andNaaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: of Naaman,
the family of the Naamites. 41 These are the sons of Benjamin by their
families: and those who were numbered of them were forty-five thousand,
six hundred. 42 These are the sons of Dan by their families: of Shuham, the
family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan by their families.
43All the familiesof theShuhamites, as theywerenumbered,were sixty-four
thousand, fourhundred. 44The sonsofAsherby their families: of Imnah, the
familyof the Imnites: of Ishvi, the familyof the Ishvites: ofBeriah, the family
of the Beriites. 45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of theHeberites:
of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites: 46And the name of the daughter
of Asher was Serah. 47 These are the families of the sons of Asher as they
were numbered, fifty-three thousand, four hundred. 48The sons of Naphtali
by their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: of Guni, the family
of the Gunites: 49Of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the family
of the Shillemites. 50These are the families ofNaphtali by their families: and
thosewhowere numbered of themwere forty-five thousand, four hundred.
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51Thosewhowere numbered of the children of Israel were six hundred and
one thousand, sevenhundredand thirty. 52And theLord said toMoses, 53Let
there be a division of the land among these, for their heritage, in relation to
the number of names. 54 To those families who are more in number, give a
greater heritage; to those who are less in number, a smaller part: to every
one let the heritage be given in relation to the number in his family. 55 But
let the distribution of the land be made by the decision of the Lord: by the
names of the tribes of their fathers let their heritage be given them. 56As it is
ordered by the decision of the Lord, let distribution bemade between those
who are more in number and those who are less. 57These were those of the
Levites whowere numbered by their families: of Gershon, the family of the
Gershonites: of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the family
of theMerarites. 58These are the families of Levi: the family of the Libnites,
the family of the Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the
Mushites, the family of the Korahites. AndKohathwas the father of Amram.
59Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom he had in Egypt:
byAmramshehadMoses andAaron and their sisterMiriam. 60Aaron's sons
were Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 61Death overtook Nadab and
Abihu when they made an offering of strange fire before the Lord. 62 Of
these, twenty-three thousand males, from one month old and over, were
numbered: they were not numbered with the rest of the children of Israel,
for they had no heritage among the children of Israel. 63 All these were
numbered byMoses and Eleazar the priest when the children of Israel were
numbered in the lowlands ofMoabby the Jordan at Jericho. 64But among all
these was not one of those numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest when
the children of Israel were numbered in the waste land of Sinai. 65 For the
Lord had said of them, Deathwill certainly overtake them in thewaste land.
And of them all, only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of
Nun, were still living.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead,

the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh, the son
of Joseph, came forward: their names are Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and
Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They came before Moses and Eleazar the priest and
the chiefs and all the people at the door of the Tent of meeting, and said,
3Death overtook our father in the waste land; he was not among those who
were banded together with Korah against the Lord; but death came to him
in his sin; and he had no sons. 4Why is the name of our father to be taken
away from among his family, because he had no son? Give us a heritage
among our father's brothers. 5 So Moses put their cause before the Lord.
6And theLord said toMoses, 7What thedaughters of Zelophehad say is right:
certainly you are to give them a heritage among their father's brothers: and
let the property which would have been their father's go to them. 8And say
to the children of Israel, If a man has no son at the time of his death, let
his heritage go to his daughter. 9 And if he has no daughter, then give his
heritage to his brothers. 10And if he has no brothers, then give his heritage
to his father's brothers. 11And if his father has no brothers, then give it to his
nearest relation in the family, as his heritage: this is to be a decision made
by law for the children of Israel, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 12 And
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the Lord said to Moses, Go up into this mountain of Abarim so that youmay
see the land which I have given to the children of Israel. 13 And when you
have seen it, youwill be put to rest with your people, as your brother Aaron
was: 14 Because in the waste land of Zin, when the people were angry, you
and he went against my word and did not keep my name holy before their
eyes, at thewaters. (These are thewaters ofMeribah in Kadesh in thewaste
land of Zin.) 15 Then Moses said to the Lord, 16 Let the Lord, the God of the
spirits of all flesh, put aman at the head of this people, 17To go out and come
in before them and be their guide; so that the people of the Lordmay not be
like sheep without a keeper. 18And the Lord said to Moses, Take Joshua, the
son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and put your hand on him; 19And
takehimbefore Eleazar the priest and all themeeting of the people, and give
him his orders before their eyes. 20And put your honour on him, so that all
the children of Israel may be under his authority. 21He will take his place
before Eleazar the priest, so that he may get directions from the Lord for
him, with the Urim: at his word they will go out, and at his word they will
come in, he and all the children of Israel. 22 So Moses did as the Lord said:
he took Joshua and put him before Eleazar the priest and themeeting of the
people: 23And he put his hands on him and gave him his orders, as the Lord
had said byMoses.

28
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give orders to the children of Israel and

say to them, Let it be your care to give me my offerings at their regular
times, the food of the offerings made by fire to me for a sweet smell. 3 Say to
them, This is the offeringmade by fire which you are to give to the Lord; he-
lambs of the first year without anymark, two every day as a regular burned
offering. 4Let one be offered in themorning, and the other at evening; 5And
the tenth part of an ephah of the best meal for a meal offering mixed with
the fourth part of a hin of clear oil. 6 It is a regular burned offering, as it
was ordered in Mount Sinai, for a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to
the Lord. 7 And for its drink offering take the fourth part of a hin for one
lamb: in the holy place let the wine be drained out for a drink offering for
the Lord. 8 Let the other lamb be offered at evening; like the meal offering
of the morning and its drink offering, let it be offered as an offering made
by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 9And on the Sabbath day, two he-lambs
of the first year, without any mark, and two tenth parts of the best meal for
a meal offering mixed with oil, and its drink offering: 10 This is the burned
offering for every Sabbath day, in addition to the regular burned offering,
and its drink offering. 11 And on the first day of every month you are to
give a burned offering to the Lord; two oxen, onemale sheep, and seven he-
lambs of the first year, without anymark; 12And three tenth parts of the best
meal for ameal offeringmixedwith oil, for every ox; and two tenth parts of
the best meal for a meal offering mixed with oil, for the one sheep; 13 And
a separate tenth part of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering for
every lamb; for a burned offering of a sweet smell, an offering made by fire
to the Lord. 14And their drink offerings are to be half a hin ofwine for an ox,
and the third part of a hin for amale sheep, and the fourth part of a hin for a
lamb: this is the burned offering for every month through all the months of
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the year. 15Andonehe-goat for a sin-offering to the Lord; it is to be offered in
addition to the regular burned offering and its drink offering. 16And in the
firstmonth, on the fourteenth day of themonth, is the Lord's Passover. 17On
the fifteenth day of this month there is to be a feast; for seven days let your
food be unleavened cakes. 18On the first day there is to be a holy meeting:
you may do no sort of field-work: 19 And you are to give an offering made
by fire, a burned offering to the Lord; two oxen, one male sheep, and seven
he-lambs of the first year, without any mark: 20And their meal offering, the
best meal mixed with oil: let three tenth parts of an ephah be offered for
an ox and two tenth parts for a male sheep; 21And a separate tenth part for
every one of the seven lambs; 22 And one he-goat for a sin-offering to take
away your sin. 23These are to be offered in addition to the morning burned
offering, which is a regular burned offering at all times. 24 In this way, every
day for seven days, give the food of the offering made by fire, a sweet smell
to the Lord: it is to be offered in addition to the regular burned offering, and
its drink offering. 25 Then on the seventh day there will be a holy meeting;
you may do no field-work. 26 And at the time of the first-fruits, when you
give an offering of newmeal to the Lord at your feast of weeks, there is to be
a holymeeting: youmay do no field-work: 27And give a burned offering for
a sweet smell to the Lord; two oxen, one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of
the first year; 28And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three
tenth parts for an ox, two tenth parts for a male sheep, 29 And a separate
tenth part for every one of the seven lambs; 30And one he-goat to take away
your sin. 31These are in addition to the regular burned offering and itsmeal
offering; take care that they are without any mark, and let them be offered
with their drink offerings.

29
1 In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, let there be a holy

meeting; on it you may do no field-work; let the day be marked by the
blowing of horns; 2And give to the Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell;
one ox, one male sheep, seven he-lambs of the first year, without any mark
on them: 3And theirmeal offering, the bestmealmixedwith oil, three tenth
parts for an ox, two tenth parts for amale sheep, 4And a separate tenth part
for every one of the seven lambs; 5And one he-goat for a sin-offering, to take
away your sin: 6 In addition to the burned offering of the new moon, and
its meal offering, and the regular burned offering and its meal offering, and
theirdrinkofferings, as theyareordered, fora sweet smell, anofferingmade
byfire to the Lord. 7Andon the tenth day of this seventhmonth therewill be
aholymeeting; keepyourselves frompleasure, anddono sort ofwork; 8And
give to the Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell; one ox, onemale sheep,
seven he-lambs of the first year: only those without anymark on themmay
be used: 9And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth
parts for an ox, two tenth parts for amale sheep, 10A separate tenth part for
every one of the seven lambs; 11One he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition
to the offering for taking away your sin, and the regular burned offering
and its meal offering, and their drink offerings. 12And on the fifteenth day
of the seventh month let there be a holy meeting; do no field-work, and
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keep a feast to the Lord for seven days; 13 And give a burned offering, an
offering made by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord, thirteen oxen, two male
sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, all without any mark on them;
14 And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts
for every one of the thirteen oxen, two tenth parts for every male sheep,
15And a separate tenth part for every one of the fourteen lambs; 16And one
he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and
its meal offering, and its drink offering. 17 On the second day of the feast
give an offering of twelve oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the
first year, without any mark on them; 18 And their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the oxen and the sheep and the lambs, in relation to their
number, as it is ordered: 19And one he-goat for a sin-offering in addition to
the regular burned offering, and itsmeal offering, and their drink offerings.
20 And on the third day eleven oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs
of the first year, without any mark; 21 And their meal offering and drink
offerings for the oxen, for the male sheep, and for the lambs, in relation
to their number, as it is ordered: 22 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in
addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its drink
offering. 23 And on the fourth day ten oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-
lambs of the first year, without any mark: 24 And their meal offering and
their drink offerings for the oxen, for the male sheep, and for the lambs,
in relation to their number, as it is ordered. 25 And one he-goat for a sin-
offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering,
and its drink offering. 26 And on the fifth day nine oxen, two male sheep,
fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark: 27 And their meal
offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for the male sheep, and for
the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 28 And one he-goat
for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal
offering, and its drink offering. 29And on the sixth day eight oxen, twomale
sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark: 30 And their
meal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale sheep, and
for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 31 And one he-
goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, its meal
offering, and its drink offerings. 32And on the seventh day seven oxen, two
male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark: 33 And
theirmeal offeringand their drinkofferings for theoxen, for themale sheep,
and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 34 And one
he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, its
meal offering, and its drink offering. 35 On the eighth day let there be a
holy meeting: you may do no field-work; 36And give a burned offering, an
offering made by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord: one ox, one male sheep,
seven he-lambs of the first year, without anymark: 37With themeal offering
and the drink offerings for the ox, themale sheep, and the lambs, in relation
to their number, as it is ordered: 38 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in
addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its drink
offering. 39These are the offerings which you are to give to the Lord at your
regular feasts, in addition to the offerings for an oath, and the free offerings
yougive, for yourburnedofferings andyourdrinkofferings andyourpeace-
offerings. 40 So Moses gave the children of Israel all these directions as the
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Lord had given him orders.

30
1 And Moses said to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, This

is the order of the Lord. 2When a man takes an oath to the Lord, or gives
an undertaking having the force of an oath, let him not go back from his
word, but let him do whatever he has said he will do. 3 If a woman, being
young and under the authority of her father, takes an oath to the Lord or
gives an undertaking; 4 If her father, hearing of her oath or the undertaking
she has given, says nothing to her, then all her oaths and every undertaking
she has given will have force. 5 But if her father, hearing of it, makes her
take back her word, then the oaths or the undertakings she has given will
have no force; and she will have forgiveness from the Lord, because her
oath was broken by her father. 6 And if she is married to a husband at the
time when she is under an oath or an undertaking given without thought;
7 If her husband, hearing of it, says nothing to her at the time, then the
oaths she made and the undertakings she gave will have force. 8 But if her
husband, hearing of it, makes her take it back, then the oath she made and
the undertaking she gave without thought will have no force or effect, and
she will have the Lord's forgiveness. 9 But an oath made by a widow or
one who is no longer married to her husband, and every undertaking she
has given, will have force. 10 If she made an oath while she was under the
authority of her husband, 11And her husband, hearing of it, said nothing to
her and did not put a stop to it, then all her oaths and every undertaking
she gave will have force. 12But if her husband, on hearing of it, made them
without force or effect, then whatever she has said about her oaths or her
undertaking has no force: her husband has made them without effect, and
she will have the Lord's forgiveness. 13 Every oath, and every undertaking
which she gives, to keep herself from pleasure, may be supported or broken
by her husband. 14 But if the days go on, and her husband says nothing
whatever to her, then he is giving the support of his authority to her oaths
and undertakings, because at the time of hearing them he said nothing to
her. 15 But if at some time after hearing of them, he makes them without
force, thenhe is responsible forherwrongdoing. 16Theseare the lawswhich
theLordgaveMoses in relation toamanandhiswife, ora fatherandayoung
daughter who is under his authority.

31
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give the Midianites punishment for the

wrong they did to the children of Israel: and after that you will go to rest
with your people. 3 So Moses said to the people, Let men from among you
be armed for war to put into effect against Midian the Lord's punishment
on them. 4 From every tribe of Israel send a thousand to the war. 5 So
from the thousands of Israel a thousandwere taken fromevery tribe, twelve
thousandmen armed for war. 6AndMoses sent them out to war, a thousand
from every tribe, and with them Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest,
taking in his hands the vessels of the holy place and the horns for sounding
the note of war. 7 And they made war on Midian, as the Lord gave orders
to Moses; and they put to death every male. 8 They put the kings of Midian
to death with the rest, Evi and Reken and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five
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kings of Midian: and Balaam, the son of Beor, they put to death with the
sword. 9 The women of Midian with their little ones the children of Israel
took prisoner; and all their cattle and flocks and all their goods they took
for themselves; 10And after burning all their towns and all their tent-circles,
11 They went away with the goods they had taken, man and beast. 12 And
the prisoners and the goods and everything they had taken, they took to
Moses and Eleazar the priest and the people of Israel, to the tent-circle in the
lowlands of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 13 Then Moses and Eleazar the
priest and the chiefs of the people went out to them before they had come
into the tent-circle. 14 And Moses was angry with the chiefs of the army,
the captains of thousands and the captains of hundredswho had come back
from the war. 15AndMoses said to them, Why have you kept all the women
safe? 16 It was these who, moved by Balaam, were the cause of Israel's sin
against the Lord in the question of Peor, because of which disease came on
the people of the Lord. 17 So now put every male child to death, and every
womanwho has had sex relationswith aman. 18But all the female children
whohavehadnosexrelationswithmen, youmaykeep foryourselves. 19You
yourselves will have to keep outside the tent-circle for seven days, anyone
of you who has put any person to death or come near a dead body; and on
the third day and on the seventh day make yourselves and your prisoners
clean. 20 And every bit of clothing, and anything made of leather or goats'
hair or wood, you are to make clean. 21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the
men of war who had been to the fight, This is the rule of the law which the
Lord has given to Moses: 22 But gold and silver and brass and iron and tin
and lead, 23 And anything which may be heated, is to go through the fire
and be made clean; but in addition it is to be put in the water of cleaning:
and anything which may not go through the fire is to be put in the water.
24 And on the seventh day, after washing your clothing, you will be clean,
and then you may come into the tent-circle. 25And the Lord said to Moses,
26Get an account of everything which was taken in the war, of man and of
beast, you and Eleazar the priest and the heads of families of the people:
27And let division be made of it into two parts, one for the men of war who
went out to the fight, and one for all the people: 28And from themen of war
whowent out let there be offered to the Lord one out of every five hundred,
from the persons, and from the oxen and asses and sheep: 29Take this from
their part and give it to Eleazar the priest as an offering to be lifted up to
the Lord. 30And from the part given to the children of Israel, take one out
of every fifty, from the persons, and from the oxen and asses and sheep,
and give it to the Levites who have the care of the House of the Lord. 31 So
Eleazar and Moses did as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 32 Now the
beasts taken, in addition towhat the fighting-men took for themselves, were
six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep, 33And seventy-two thousand
oxen, 34And sixty-one thousand asses; 35And thirty-two thousand persons,
that is, women who had never had sex relations with a man. 36 And the
half given as their part to the men who went to the war, was three hundred
and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred sheep, 37Of which the Lord's part
was six hundred and seventy-five. 38 The number of oxen was thirty-six
thousand, of which the Lord's part was seventy-two; 39The number of asses
was thirty thousand, five hundred, of which the Lord's part was sixty-one.
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40 And the number of persons was sixteen thousand, of which the Lord's
part was thirty-two persons. 41 And Moses gave the Lord's part, lifted up
as an offering, to Eleazar the priest, as the Lord had given orders to Moses.
42 And from the half given to the children of Israel, which Moses had kept
separate from that given to the fighting-men, 43 (Now the people's half was
threehundredand thirty-seven thousand, fivehundred sheep, 44And thirty-
six thousandoxen, 45And thirty thousand, fivehundredasses, 46And sixteen
thousand persons;) 47 Even from the children of Israel's half, Moses took
one out of every fifty, men and beasts, and gave them to the Levites who
had the care of the House of the Lord; as the Lord gave orders to Moses.
48 Then the men in authority over the thousands of the army, the captains
of thousands and captains of hundreds, came to Moses, 49And said to him,
Your servants have taken note of the number of all the fighting-men under
our orders, and every one is present; 50Andwehave here an offering for the
Lord from what every man took in the war, ornaments of gold, leg-chains
and arm-rings, finger-rings, ear-rings, and neck-ornaments, to make our
souls free from sin before the Lord. 51 So Moses and Eleazar the priest took
the gold from them, even all the worked ornaments. 52And the gold which
the captains of thousands and captains of hundreds gave, as an offering to
be lifted up before the Lord, came to sixteen thousand, seven hundred and
fifty shekels. 53 (For every man of the army had taken goods for himself in
the war.) 54 Then Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold given by the
captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, and took it into the Tent of
meeting, to be a sign inmemory of the children of Israel before the Lord.

32
1Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a great number

of cattle: and when they saw that the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead
was a good place for cattle; 2The children of Gad and the children of Reuben
came and said to Moses and to Eleazar the priest and to the chiefs of the
meeting, 3 Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and
Elealeh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, 4 The land which the Lord gave
into the hands of the children of Israel, is a land for cattle, and your servants
have cattle. 5 And they said, With your approval, let this land be given to
your servants as their heritage: do not take us over Jordan. 6AndMoses said
to the children of Gad and the children of Reuben, Are your brothers to go
to the war, while you take your rest here? 7Why would you take from the
childrenof Israel thedesire to go over into the landwhich theLordhas given
them? 8Sodid your fathers,when I sent them fromKadesh-barnea to see the
land. 9Forwhen theywent up to the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they
took from the children of Israel the desire to go into the landwhich the Lord
had given them. 10And at that time the Lordwasmoved towrath, andmade
an oath, saying, 11 Truly, not one of the men of twenty years old and over
who came out of Egypt will see the land which I gave by oath to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob; because they have not been true tomewith all their heart;
12 But only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua, the son
of Nun: because they have been true to the Lord. 13 Then the Lord was
angry with Israel, and he made themwanderers in the waste land for forty
years? till all that generation who had done evil in the eyes of the Lord was
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dead. 14And now you have come to take the place of your fathers, another
generation of sinners, increasing the wrath of the Lord against Israel. 15For
if you are turned away from him, he will send themwandering again in the
waste land; and you will be the cause of the destruction of all this people.
16 Then they came to him, and said, We will make safe places for our cattle
here, and towns for our little ones; 17But we ourselves will be ready armed
to go before the children of Israel till we have taken them to their place: but
our little oneswill be safe in thewalled towns against the people of the land.
18Wewill not come back to our houses till every one of the children of Israel
has come into his heritage. 19 For we will not have our heritage with them
on the other side of Jordan and forward; because our heritage has come to
us on this side of Jordan to the east. 20 Then Moses said to them, If you will
do this, arming yourselves to go before the Lord to the war, 21 Every armed
man of you going across Jordan before the Lord till he has overcome and
sent in flight all who are against him, 22And the land is under the rule of the
Lord: then after that youmay come back, having done nowrong to the Lord
and to Israel; and this land will be yours for your heritage before the Lord.
23 But if you do not do this, then you are sinners against the Lord; and you
may be certain that your sin will have its reward. 24 So get to work building
your towns for your little ones, and safe places for your sheep; and do as
you have said. 25And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben said
toMoses, Your servants will do asmy lord says. 26Our little ones, our wives,
and our flocks, and all our cattle, will be there in the towns of Gilead; 27But
your servants will go over, every man armed for war, before the Lord to
the fight, as my lord says. 28 So Moses gave orders about them to Eleazar
the priest and to Joshua, the son of Nun, and to the heads of families of the
tribes of the children of Israel. 29And Moses said to them, If the children of
Gad and the children of Reuben go with you over Jordan, every man armed
for the fight before the Lord, and all the land is given into your hands, then
let them have the land of Gilead for a heritage: 30But if they do not go over
with you armed, they will have to take their heritage with you in the land
of Canaan. 31 Then the children of Gad and the children of Reuben said, As
the Lord has said to your servants, so will we do. 32We will go over armed
before the Lord into the land of Canaan, and youwill give us our heritage on
this side of Jordan. 33SoMoses gave to them, even to the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, the son of Joseph,
the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites and Og, king of Bashan, all the
land with its towns and the country round them. 34And the children of Gad
were the builders of Dibon and Ataroth and Aroer; 35And Atroth-shophan
and Jazer and Jogbehah; 36And Beth-nimrah and Beth-haran: walled towns
andshut-inplaces for sheep. 37And thechildrenofReubenwere thebuilders
of Heshbon and Elealeh and Kiriathaim; 38And Nebo and Baal-meon, (their
namesbeing changed,) andSibmah: and they gaveothernames to the towns
they made. 39 And the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, went to
Gilead and took it, driving out the Amorites who were living there. 40 And
Moses gave Gilead toMachir, the son ofManasseh; and hemade it his living-
place. 41And Jair, the son of Manasseh, went and took the towns of Gilead,
naming themHavvoth-Jair. 42AndNobahwentand tookKenathand its small
towns, naming it Nobah, after himself.
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33
1 These are the journeys of the children of Israel, when they went out of

the land of Egypt in their armies, under the direction of Moses and Aaron.
2And the stages of their journey on their way out were put down in writing
by Moses at the order of the Lord: these are the stages of their journey and
the way they went. 3On the fifteenth day of the first month they went out
from Rameses; on the day after the Passover the children of Israel went out
by the power of the Lord before the eyes of all the Egyptians, 4 While the
Egyptians were placing in the earth the bodies of their sons on whom the
Lord had sent destruction: and their gods had been judged by him. 5 So the
childrenof Israelwent fromRamesesandputup their tents inSuccoth. 6And
theywent on fromSuccoth andput up their tents in Ethamon the edge of the
waste land. 7And from Etham, turning back to Pi-hahiroth which is before
Baal-zephon, they put up their tents before Migdol. 8 And journeying on
from before Hahiroth, they went through the sea into the waste land: they
went three days' journey through the waste land of Etham and put up their
tents in Marah. 9And from Marah they went on to Elim: and in Elim there
were twelve water-springs and seventy palm-trees; and they put up their
tents there. 10 And they went on from Elim and put up their tents by the
Red Sea. 11 Then from the Red Sea they went on and put up their tents in
the waste land of Sin. 12And they went on from the waste land of Sin, and
put up their tents in Dophkah. 13And they went on from Dophkah, and put
up their tents in Alush. 14 And they went on from Alush, and put up their
tents inRephidim,where therewasnodrinking-water for the people. 15And
they went on from Rephidim, and put up their tents in the waste land of
Sinai. 16 And they went on from the waste land of Sinai and put up their
tents in Kibroth-hattaavah. 17 And they went on from Kibroth-hattaavah,
and put up their tents in Hazeroth. 18And they went on fromHazeroth, and
put up their tents in Rithmah. 19And they went on from Rithmah, and put
up their tents in Rimmon-perez. 20And they went on from Rimmon-perez,
and put up their tents in Libnah. 21 And they went on from Libnah, and
put up their tents in Rissah. 22 And they went on from Rissah, and put up
their tents in Kehelathah. 23 And they went on from Kehelathah, and put
up their tents in Mount Shepher. 24And they went on fromMount Shepher,
and put up their tents in Haradah. 25And they went on from Haradah, and
put up their tents in Makheloth. 26And they went on from Makheloth, and
put up their tents in Tahath. 27And they went on from Tahath, and put up
their tents in Terah. 28And they went on from Terah, and put up their tents
in Mithkah. 29 And they went on from Mithkah, and put up their tents in
Hashmonah. 30And they went on from Hashmonah, and put up their tents
in Moseroth. 31 And they went on from Moseroth, and put up their tents
in Bene-jaakan. 32 And they went on from Bene-jaakan, and put up their
tents in Hor-haggidgad. 33And they went on from Hor-haggidgad, and put
up their tents in Jotbathah. 34 And they went on from Jotbathah, and put
up their tents in Abronah. 35And they went on from Abronah, and put up
their tents in Ezion-geber. 36And theywent on fromEzion-geber, and put up
their tents in the waste land of Zin (which is Kadesh). 37And they went on
from Kadesh, and put up their tents in Mount Hor, on the edge of the land
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of Edom. 38And Aaron the priest went up into the mountain at the order of
the Lord, and came to his death there, in the fortieth year after the children
of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first
day of themonth. 39Aaronwas a hundred and twenty-three years old at the
time of his death inMount Hor. 40And news of the coming of the children of
Israel came to the king of Arad, the Canaanite, whowas living in the South in
the land of Canaan. 41And from Mount Hor they went on, and put up their
tents in Zalmonah. 42 And they went on from Zalmonah, and put up their
tents in Punon. 43And they went on from Punon, and put up their tents in
Oboth. 44And theywent on fromOboth, and put up their tents in Iye-abarim
at the edge of Moab. 45And they went on from Iyim, and put up their tents
in Dibon-gad. 46 And from Dibon-gad they went on, and put up their tents
in Almon-diblathaim. 47And from Almon-diblathaim they went on, and put
up their tents in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48 And they went
on from the mountains of Abarim, and put up their tents in the lowlands
of Moab by Jordan at Jericho; 49 Planting their tents by the side of Jordan
from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-shittim in the lowlands of Moab. 50And
in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, the Lord said to Moses, 51 Say
to the children of Israel, When you go over Jordan into the land of Canaan,
52 See that all the people of the land are forced out from before you, and put
to destruction all their pictured stones, and all their metal images, and all
their high places: 53And take the land for yourselves, for your resting-place:
for to you I have given the land as your heritage. 54 And you will take up
your heritage in the land by the decision of the Lord, to every family its part;
the greater the family the greater its heritage, and the smaller the family
the smaller will be its heritage; wherever the decision of the Lord gives to
any man his part, that will be his; distribution will be made to you by your
fathers' tribes. 55 But if you are slow in driving out the people of the land,
then those of them who are still there will be like pin-points in your eyes
and like thorns in your sides, troubling you in the landwhere you are living.
56And it will come about that as it wasmy purpose to do to them, so I will do
to you.

34
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give orders to the children of Israel and

say to them,When you come into the land of Canaan; (this is the landwhich
is to be your heritage, the land of Canaan inside these limits,) 3 Then your
south quarter will be from the waste land of Zin by the side of Edom, and
your limit on the southwill be from the east end of the Salt Sea, 4And round
to the south of the slope of Akrabbim, and on to Zin: and its direction will
be south of Kadesh-barnea, and it will go as far as Hazar-addar and on to
Azmon: 5And from Azmon it will go round to the stream of Egypt as far as
the sea. 6And for your limit on the west you will have the Great Sea and its
edge: thiswill be your limit on thewest. 7And your limit on the northwill be
the line from theGreat Sea toMountHor: 8And fromMountHor the linewill
go in the direction of Hamath; the farthest point of it will be at Zedad: 9And
the limitwill go on to Ziphron,with its farthest point atHazar-enan: thiswill
be your limit on the north. 10And on the east, your limit will be marked out
fromHazar-enan toShepham, 11GoingdownfromShephamtoRiblahon the
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east side of Ain, and on as far as the east side of the sea of Chinnereth: 12And
so down to Jordan, stretching to the Salt Sea: all the land inside these limits
will be yours. 13AndMoses gave orders to the children of Israel saying, This
is the land which is to be your heritage, by the decision of the Lord, which
by the Lord's order is to be given to the nine tribes and the half-tribe: 14For
the tribe of the children of Reuben, by their fathers' families, and the tribe of
thechildrenofGad, by their fathers' families, and thehalf-tribeofManasseh,
havebeengiven theirheritage: 15The two tribesand thehalf-tribehavebeen
given their heritage on the other side of Jordanat Jericho, on the east looking
to the dawn. 16 And the Lord said to Moses, 17 These are the names of the
men who are to make the distribution of the land among you: Eleazar the
priest and Joshua, the sonofNun. 18Andyouare to takeone chief fromevery
tribe to make the distribution of the land. 19And these are the names of the
men: of the tribe of Judah, Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 20And of the tribe
of the children of Simeon, Shemuel, the son of Ammihud. 21Of the tribe of
Benjamin, Elidad, the son of Chislon. 22 And of the tribe of the children of
Dan, a chief, Bukki, the son of Jogli. 23Of the children of Joseph: of the tribe
of the children of Manasseh, a chief, Hanniel, the son of Ephod: 24 And of
the tribe of the children of Ephraim, a chief, Kemuel, the son of Shiphtan.
25And of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, a chief, Elizaphan, the son of
Parnach. 26Andof the tribeof the childrenof Issachar, a chief, Paltiel, the son
of Azzan. 27And of the tribe of the children of Asher, a chief, Ahihud, the son
of Shelomi. 28And of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, a chief, Pedahel,
the sonofAmmihud. 29Theseare they towhomtheLordgaveorders tomake
the distribution of the heritage among the children of Israel in the land of
Canaan.

35
1And the Lord said toMoses in the lowlands ofMoab by Jordan at Jericho,

2Give orders to the children of Israel to give to the Levites, from the heritage
which is theirs, towns for themselves,with landon theoutskirtsof the towns.
3 These towns are to be their living-places, with land round them for their
cattle and their food and all their beasts, 4 Stretching from the wall of the
towns a distance of a thousand cubits all round. 5Themeasure of this space
of land is to be two thousand cubits outside the town on the east, and two
thousand cubits on the south and on the west and on the north, the town
being in the middle. This space will be the outskirts of their towns. 6 And
the towns which you give the Levites are to be the six safe places to which
the taker of life may go in flight; and in addition you are to give them forty-
two towns. 7 Forty-eight towns are to be given to the Levites, all with land
round them. 8 And these towns are to be given out of the heritage of the
children of Israel, taking the greater number from those who have much,
and a smaller number from thosewho have little: everyone, in themeasure
of his heritage, is to give of his property to the Levites. 9And the Lord said to
Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, when you have gone over Jordan into
the land of Canaan; 11 Then let certain towns be marked out as safe places
to which anyone who takes the life of another in errormay go in flight. 12 In
these towns youmay be safe from himwho has the right of punishment; so
that death may not overtake the taker of life till he has been judged by the
meeting of the people. 13 Six of the towns which you give will be such safe
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places; 14Three on the other side of Jordan and three in the land of Canaan,
to be safe places for flight. 15For the children of Israel and for theman from
another country who is living among them, these six towns are to be safe
places, where anyone causing the death of another through errormay go in
flight. 16 But if a man gives another man a blow with an iron instrument,
causing his death, he is a taker of life and is certainly to be put to death. 17Or
if he giveshimablowwitha stone inhishand, causinghis death, he is a taker
of life and is certainly to be put to death. 18Or if he gave him blows with a
wood instrument in his hands, causing his death, he is a taker of life and is
certainly to be put to death. 19He whose right it is to give punishment for
blood, may himself put to death the taker of life when he comes face to face
with him. 20 If in his hate he put a sword through him, or waiting secretly
for him sent a spear or stone at him, causing his death; 21 Or in hate gave
him blows with his hand, causing death; he who gave the death-blow is to
be put to death; he is a taker of life: he whose right it is to give punishment
for blood may put to death the taker of life when he comes face to face with
him. 22But if a man has given awound to another suddenly and not in hate,
or without design has sent something against him, 23 Or has given him a
blow with a stone, without seeing him, so causing his death, though he had
nothing against him and no desire to do him evil: 24 Then let the meeting
of the people be judge between the man responsible for the death and him
who has the right of punishment for blood, acting by these rules: 25And let
the people keep the man responsible for the death safe from the hands of
him who has the right of punishment for blood, and send him back to his
safe town where he had gone in flight: there let him be till the death of the
high priest who was marked with the holy oil. 26But if ever he goes outside
the walls of the safe town where he had gone in flight, 27 And the giver of
punishment, meeting him outside the walls of the town, puts him to death,
he will not be responsible for his blood: 28 Because he had been ordered
to keep inside the safe town till the death of the high priest: but after the
death of the high priest the taker of life may come back to the place of his
heritage. 29 These rules are to be your guide in judging through all your
generations wherever you may be living. 30 Anyone causing the death of
another is himself to be put to death on theword of witnesses: but the word
of one witness is not enough. 31 Further, no price may be given for the life
of one who has taken life and whose right reward is death: he is certainly
to be put to death. 32And no price may be offered for one who has gone in
flight to a safe town, for the purpose of letting him come back to his place
before the death of the high priest. 33 So do not make the land where you
are living unholy: for blood makes the land unholy: and there is no way of
making the land free from the blood which has come on it, but only by the
death of himwhowas the cause of it. 34Donotmake unclean the landwhere
you are living and in which is my House: for I the Lord am present among
the children of Israel.

36
1Now the heads of the families of the children of Gilead, the son ofMachir,

the son ofManasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came toMoses, the
chiefs and the heads of families of the children of Israel being present, 2And
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said, The Lord gave orders to my lord to make distribution of the land as
their heritage to the children of Israel: andmy lordwas ordered by the Lord
to give the heritage of Zelophehad, our brother, to his daughters. 3Now if
they get married to any of the sons of other tribes of the children of Israel,
then their property will be taken away from the heritage of our fathers, and
become part of the heritage of the tribe into which they get married: and
their heritage will be taken away from the heritage of our tribe. 4 And at
the time of the Jubilee of the children of Israel, their property will be joined
to the heritage of the tribe of which they are part and will be taken away
from the heritage of the tribe of our fathers. 5So by the direction of the Lord,
Moses gave orders to the children of Israel, saying,What the tribe of the sons
of Josephhavesaid is right. 6This is theorderof theLordabout thedaughters
of Zelophehad: The Lord says, Let them take as their husbands whoever
is most pleasing to them, but only among the family of their father's tribe.
7And so no property will be handed from tribe to tribe among the children
of Israel; but every one of the children of Israel will keep the heritage of
his father's tribe. 8And every daughter owning property in any tribe of the
children of Israel is to bemarried to one of the family of her father's tribe, so
that everyman of the children of Israelmay keep the heritage of his fathers.
9 And no property will be handed from one tribe to another, but every
tribe of the children of Israel will keep its heritage. 10 So the daughters of
Zelophehaddid as the Lord gave orders toMoses: 11ForMahlah, Tirzah, and
Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, took as their
husbands the sons of their father's brothers: 12And were married into the
families of the sons of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, and their property was
kept in the tribe of their father's family 13These are the laws and the orders
which the Lord gave to the children of Israel by Moses, in the lowlands of
Moab by Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1 These are the words which Moses said to all Israel on the far side of
Jordan, in the waste land in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran on
the one side, and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab on the other. 2 It is
elevendays' journey fromHorebby thewayofMountSeir toKadesh-barnea.
3Now in the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventhmonth,Moses gave
to thechildrenof Israel all theorderswhich theLordhadgivenhimfor them;
4After he had overcome Sihon, king of the Amorites, ruling inHeshbon, and
Og, king of Bashan, ruling in Ashtaroth, at Edrei: 5On the far side of Jordan
in the land of Moab, Moses gave the people this law, saying, 6 The Lord our
God said tous inHoreb, Youhavebeen long enough in thismountain: 7Make
a move now, and go on your way into the hill-country of the Amorites and
theplacesnear it, in theArabahand thehill-country and in the lowlands and
in the South and by the seaside, all the land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon,
as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. 8See, all the land is before you:
go in and take for yourselves the land which the Lord gave by an oath to
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to their seed after them. 9At
that time I said to you, I am not able to undertake the care of you bymyself;
10The Lord your God has given you increase, and now you are like the stars
of heaven in number. 11May the Lord, the God of your fathers, make you a
thousand times greater in number than you are, and give you his blessing
as he has said! 12How is it possible for me by myself to be responsible for
you, and undertake the weight of all your troubles and your arguments?
13 Take for yourselves men who are wise, far-seeing, and respected among
you, fromyour tribes, and Iwillmake themrulersoveryou. 14Andyoumade
answer and said to me, It is good for us to do as you say. 15 So I took the
heads of your tribes, wise men and respected, and made them rulers over
you, captains of thousands and captains of hundreds and captains of fifties
and captains of tens, and overseers of your tribes. 16And at that time I gave
orders to your judges, saying, Let all questions between your brothers come
before you for hearing, and give decisions uprightly between aman and his
brother or one from another nation who is with him. 17 In judging, do not
let aman's position have anyweight with you; give hearing equally to small
and great; have no fear of anyman, for it is Godwho is judge: and any cause
in which you are not able to give a decision, you are to put before me and I
will give it a hearing. 18And at that time I gave you all the orders which you
were to do. 19Thenwewent on fromHoreb, through all that great and cruel
waste which you saw, on our way to the hill-country of the Amorites, as the
Lord gave us orders; and we came to Kadesh-barnea. 20 And I said to you,
You have come to the hill-country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God
is giving us. 21See now, the Lord your God has put the land into your hands:
goupand take it, as theLord, theGodofyour fathers, has said toyou; haveno
fear and do not be troubled. 22And you came near to me, every one of you,
and said, Let us send men before us to go through the land with care and
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give us an account of the way we are to go and the towns to which we will
come. 23Andwhat you said seemed good tome, and I took twelvemen from
among you, one from every tribe; 24And they went up into the hill-country
and came to the valley of Eshcol, and saw what was there. 25And taking in
their hands some of the fruit of the land, they came down again to us, and
gave us their account, saying, It is a good land which the Lord our God is
giving us. 26But going against the order of the Lord your God, youwould not
goup: 27Andyoumadeanangryoutcry inyour tents, andsaid, Inhishate for
us the Lord has taken us out of the land of Egypt, to give us up into the hands
of theAmorites for our destruction. 28Where arewe going up? Our brothers
havemade our hearts feeblewith fear by saying, The people are greater and
taller than we are, and the towns are great and walled up to heaven; and
more than this, we have seen the sons of the Anakim there. 29 Then I said
to you, Have no fear of them. 30 The Lord your God who goes before you
will be fighting for you, and will do such wonders as he did for you in Egypt
before your eyes; 31 And in the waste land, where you have seen how the
Lord was supporting you, as a man does his son, in all your journeying till
you came to this place. 32But for all this, you had no faith in the Lord your
God, 33Whogoes before you on yourway, looking for a placewhere youmay
put up your tents, in fire by night, lighting up theway you are to go, and in a
cloud by day. 34And the Lord, hearing yourwords, was angry, and saidwith
an oath, 35Truly, not one of this evil generationwill see that good landwhich
I said I would give to your fathers, 36But only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh,
he will see it; and to him and to his children I will give the land over which
his feet have gone, because he has been true to the Lord with all his heart.
37And, in addition, the Lord was angry with me because of you, saying, You
yourself will not go into it: 38 Joshua, the son of Nun, your servant, he will
go into the land: say to him that he is to be strong, for he will be Israel's
guide into their heritage. 39And your little ones, who, you said, would come
into strange hands, your children, who now have no knowledge of good or
evil, theywill go into that land, and to them Iwill give it and it will be theirs.
40 But as for you, go back, journeying into the waste land by the way of the
Red Sea. 41Then you said tome,We have done evil against the Lord, wewill
go up to the attack, as the Lord our God has given us orders. And arming
yourselves every one, you made ready to go up without care into the hill-
country. 42And the Lord said to me, Say to them, Do not go up to the attack;
for I am not among you, and youwill be overcome by those who are against
you. 43 This I said to you, but you gave no attention and went against the
orders of the Lord, and in your pride went up into the hill-country. 44And
theAmoriteswhowere in the hill-country came out against you and put you
to flight, rushing after you like bees, and overcame you in Seir, driving you
even as far as Hormah. 45And you came back, weeping before the Lord; but
the Lord gave no attention to your cries and did not give ear to you. 46So you
were kept waiting in Kadesh for a long time.

2
1 Then we went back, journeying into the waste land by the way to the

Red Sea, as the Lord had said to me: and we were a long time going round
Mount Seir. 2And the Lord said tome, 3Youhave been journeying round this
mountain long enough: now go to the north; 4And give the people orders,
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saying, You are about to go through the land of your brothers, the children
of Esau, who are living in Seir; and they will have fear of you; so take care
what you do: 5Make no attack on them, for I will not give you any of their
land, not even space enough for a man's foot: because I have given Mount
Seir to Esau for his heritage. 6 You may get food for your needs from them
for a price, and water for drinking. 7 For the blessing of the Lord your God
has been on you in all the work of your hands: he has knowledge of your
wanderings through this great waste: these forty years the Lord your God
has been with you, and you have been short of nothing. 8 So we went on
past our brothers, the children of Esau, living in Seir, by the road through
the Arabah, from Elath and Ezion-geber. And turning, we went by the road
through the waste land of Moab. 9And the Lord said to me, Make no attack
on Moab and do not go to war with them, for I will not give you any of his
land: because I have given Ar to the children of Lot for their heritage. 10 (In
the past the Emim were living there; a great people, equal in numbers to
the Anakim and as tall; 11 They are numbered among the Rephaim, like the
Anakim; but are named Emim by theMoabites. 12And the Horites in earlier
times were living in Seir, but the children of Esau took their place; they sent
destruction on them and took their land for themselves, as Israel did to the
land of his heritage which the Lord gave them.) 13Get up now, and go over
the stream Zered. So we went over the stream Zered. 14 Thirty-eight years
had gone by from the timewhenwe came away fromKadesh-barnea till we
went over the streamZered; by that timeall the generationof themenofwar
among us were dead, as the Lord had said. 15 For the hand of the Lord was
against them, working their destruction, till all were dead. 16Sowhen death
had overtaken all themen ofwar among the people, 17Theword of the Lord
came to me, saying, 18 You are about to go by Ar, the limit of the country of
Moab; 19And when you come near the land of the children of Ammon, give
themnocauseof troubleanddonotmakewaron them, for Iwill not giveyou
any of the land of the children of Ammon for your heritage: because I have
given it to the children of Lot. 20 (That land is said to have been a land of the
Rephaim, for Rephaim had been living there in earlier times, but they were
named Zamzummim by the Ammonites; 21They were a great people, tall as
the Anakim, and equal to them in number; but the Lord sent destruction on
them and the children of Ammon took their place, living in their land; 22As
he did for the children of Esau living in Seir, when he sent destruction on
the Horites before them, and they took their land where they are living to
this day: 23 And the Avvim, living in the small towns as far as Gaza, came
to destruction by the hands of the Caphtorim who came out from Caphtor
and took their land.) 24Get up now, and go on your journey, crossing over
the valley of theArnon: see, I have given into yourhands Sihon, theAmorite,
kingofHeshbon, andall his land: go forward tomake it yours, andmakewar
onhim, 25Fromnowon Iwill put the fear of you in all peoples under heaven,
who, hearing of you, will be shaking with fear and grief of heart because
of you. 26 Then from the waste land of Kedemoth I sent representatives to
Sihon, king of Heshbon, with words of peace, saying, 27 Let me go through
your land: I will keep to the highway, not turning to the right or to the left;
28Letmehave food, at a price, formyneeds, andwater for drinking: only let
me go through on foot; 29As the children of Esau did for me in Seir and the
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Moabites in Ar; till I have gone over Jordan into the landwhich the Lord our
God is giving us. 30But Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let us go through;
for the Lord your God made his spirit hard and his heart strong, so that he
might give him up into your hands as at this day. 31 And the Lord said to
me, See, from now on I have given Sihon and his land into your hands: go
forward now to take his land and make it yours. 32 Then Sihon came out
against us with all his people, to make an attack on us at Jahaz. 33And the
Lord our God gave him into our hands; and we overcame him and his sons
and all his people. 34At that time we took all his towns, and gave them over
to complete destruction, together with men, women, and children; we had
no mercy on any: 35 Only the cattle we took for ourselves, with the goods
from the towns we had taken. 36From Aroer on the edge of the valley of the
Arnon and from the town in the valley as far as Gilead, no town was strong
enough to keep us out; the Lord our God gave them all into our hands: 37But
you did not go near the land of the children of Ammon, that is, all the side of
the river Jabbok or the towns of the hill-country, wherever the Lord our God
had said wewere not to go.

3
1Then turning we took the road to Bashan: and Og, king of Bashan, came

out against us with all his people, and made an attack on us at Edrei. 2And
the Lord said to me, Have no fear of him: for I have given him and all his
people and his land into your hands; do to him as you did to Sihon, king
of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon. 3 So the Lord our God gave
up Og, king of Bashan, and all his people into our hands; and we overcame
him so completely that all his people came to their end in the fight. 4At that
time we took all his towns; there was not one town of the sixty towns, all
the country of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which we did not take.
5 All these towns had high walls round them with doors and locks; and in
addition we took a great number of unwalled towns. 6And we put them to
the curse, every town together with men, women, and children. 7 But we
took for ourselves all the cattle and the stored wealth of the towns. 8At that
timewe took their land from the two kings of the Amorites on the far side of
Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon; 9 (By the Sidonians,
Hermon is named Sirion, and by theAmorites Shenir;) 10All the towns of the
table-land and all Gilead and Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei, towns of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For Og, king of Bashan, was the last of all
the Rephaim; his bedwasmade of iron; is it not in Rabbah, in the land of the
children of Ammon? It was nine cubits long and four cubitswide,measured
by the common cubit.) 12 And this land which we took at that time, from
Aroer by the valley of the Arnon, and half the hill-country of Gilead with its
towns, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites. 13 The rest of Gilead and
all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, all the land of Argob, together with Bashan,
I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (This land is named the land of the
Rephaim. 14 Jair, the son ofManasseh, took all the land of Argob, as far as the
country of the Geshurites and theMaacathites, naming it, Bashan, Havvoth-
Jair after himself, as it is to this day.) 15And Gilead I gave to Machir. 16And
the land fromGilead to the valley of the Arnon, with themiddle of the valley
as a limit, as far as the river Jabbok which is the limit of the country of the
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children of Ammon, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites; 17As well as
the Arabah, with the river Jordan as their limit, from Chinnereth to the Salt
Sea, under the slopes of Pisgah to the east. 18At that time I gave you orders,
saying, TheLordhas givenyou this land for yourheritage: all themenofwar
are to go over armed before your brothers the children of Israel. 19But your
wives and your little ones and your cattle (for it is clear that you havemuch
cattle) may go on living in the towns I have given you; 20 Till the Lord has
given rest to your brothers as to you, and till they have taken for themselves
the landwhich the Lord your God is giving them on the other side of Jordan:
then youmay go back, every man of you, to the heritage which I have given
you. 21And I gave orders to Joshua at that time, saying, Your eyes have seen
what the Lord your God has done to these two kings: so will the Lord do to
all the kingdoms into which you come. 22Have no fear of them, for the Lord
your God will be fighting for you. 23And at that time I made request to the
Lord, saying, 24O Lord God, you have now for the first time let your servant
see your great power and the strength of your hand; for what god is there
in heaven or on earth able to do such great works and such acts of power?
25Let me go over, O Lord, and see the good land on the other side of Jordan,
and that fair mountain country, even Lebanon. 26 But the Lord was angry
with me because of you and would not give ear to my prayer; and the Lord
said to me, Let it be enough, say no more about this thing. 27 Go up to the
top of Pisgah, and turning your eyes to the west and the north, to the south
and the east, see the land with your eyes: for you are not to go over Jordan.
28But givemy orders to Joshua, comforting him andmaking him strong; for
he is to go over Jordan at the head of this people, and he will give them this
landwhichyouwill see for their heritage. 29Sowewerewaiting in the valley
facing Beth-peor.

4
1 And now give ear, O Israel, to the laws and the decisions which I am

teaching you, and do them; so that life may be yours, and youmay go in and
take for yourselves the landwhich theLord, theGodof your fathers, is giving
you. 2Make no addition to the orders which I give you, and take nothing
from them, but keep the orders of the Lord yourGodwhich I give you. 3Your
eyeshave seenwhat theLorddidbecauseofBaal-peor: fordestruction came
from the Lord on all those among you who went after Baal-peor. 4 But you
whokept faithwith the Lord are living, every one of you, today. 5 I have been
teaching you laws and decisions, as I was ordered to do by the LordmyGod,
so that youmight keep them in the land to which you are going to take it for
yourheritage. 6Sokeep these laws anddo them; for sowill yourwisdomand
good sense be clear in the eyes of the peoples,whohearing all these lawswill
say, Truly, this great nation is a wise and far-seeing people. 7For what great
nation has a god so near to them as the Lord our God is, whenever we are
turned to him in prayer? 8And what great nation has laws and decisions so
right as all this lawwhich I put before you today? 9Only take care, and keep
watch on your soul, for fear that the things which your eyes have seen go
from your memory and from your heart all the days of your life; but let the
knowledgeof thembegiven toyour childrenand toyour children's children;
10That day when you were waiting before the Lord your God in Horeb, and
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the Lord said to me, Make all the people come together, so that hearing my
words they may go in fear of me all the days of their life on earth and give
this teaching to their children. 11And you came near, waiting at the foot of
the mountain; and flames of fire went up from themountain to the heart of
heaven, with dark clouds, and all was black as night. 12And the voice of the
Lord came to you out of the fire: the sound of his words came to your ears
but you saw no form; there was nothing but a voice. 13And he gave you his
agreement with you, the ten rules which you were to keep, which he put in
writing on the two stones of the law. 14And the Lord gave me orders at that
time tomakeclear toyou these lawsanddecisions, so that youmightdo them
in the land to which you are going, and which is to be your heritage. 15 So
keep watch on yourselves with care; for you saw no form of any sort on the
day when the voice of the Lord came to you in Horeb out of the heart of the
fire: 16 So that you may not be turned to evil ways and make for yourselves
an image in the form of any living thing, male or female, 17Or any beast of
the earth, or winged bird of the air, 18Or of anything which goes flat on the
earth, or any fish in the water under the earth. 19And when your eyes are
lifted up to heaven, and you see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the
army of heaven, do not let yourselves be moved to give them worship, or
become the servants ofwhat the Lord has given equally to all peoples under
heaven. 20But the Lord has taken you out of the flaming fire, out of Egypt, to
be to him the people of his heritage, as you are today. 21And the Lord was
angry with me because of you, and made an oath that I was not to go over
Jordan into the good land which the Lord is giving you for your heritage:
22But death is to come to me in this land, I may not go over Jordan: but you
will go over and take that good land for your heritage. 23Take care that you
do not let the agreement of the Lord your God, which he hasmadewith you,
go out of your mind, or make for yourselves images of any sort, against the
orders which the Lord your God has given you. 24 For the Lord your God is
an all-burning fire, and he will not let the honour which is his be given to
any other. 25 If, when you have had children and children's children, and
have been living a long time in the land, you are turned to evil ways, and
make an image of any sort, and do evil in the eyes of the Lord your God,
moving him towrath: 26May heaven and earth bemywitnesses against you
today, that destruction will quickly overtake you, cutting you off from that
land which you are going over Jordan to take; your days will not be long in
that land, but youwill come to a complete end. 27And the Lordwill send you
wandering among the peoples; only a small band of you will be kept from
death among the nations where the Lord will send you. 28 There you will
be the servants of gods, made by men's hands, of wood and stone, having
no power of seeing or hearing or taking food or smelling. 29 But if in those
lands you are turned again to the Lord your God, searching for himwith all
your heart and soul, he will not keep himself from you. 30When you are
in trouble and all these things have come on you, if, in the future, you are
turned again to the Lord your God, and give ear to his voice: 31Because the
Lord your God is a God of mercy, he will not take away his help from you or
let destruction overtake you, or be false to the agreementwhich hemade by
an oath with your fathers. 32Give thought now to the days which are past,
before your time, from the daywhen God first gave life toman on the earth,
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and searching from one end of heaven to the other, see if such a great thing
as this has ever been, or if anything like it has been talked of in story. 33Has
anypeople ever gone on living after hearing the voice of God out of the heart
of the fire as you did? 34HasGod ever before taken a nation for himself from
out of another nation, by punishments and signs and wonders, by war and
by a strong hand and a stretched-out arm and great acts of wonder and fear,
as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes? 35All this
he let you see, so that you might be certain that the Lord is God and there is
no other. 36Out of heaven itself his voice came to you, teaching you; and on
earth he let you see his great fire; and his words came to your ears out of the
heartof thefire. 37Andbecauseofhis love foryour fathers, he took their seed
and made it his, and he himself, present among you, took you out of Egypt
by his great power; 38Driving out before you nations greater and stronger
than you, to take you into their land and give it to you for your heritage, as at
this day. 39So today be certain, and keep the knowledge deep in your hearts,
that the Lord is God, in heaven on high and here on earth; there is no other
God. 40 Then keep his laws and his orders which I give you today, so that it
may bewell for you and for your children after you, and that your livesmay
be long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for ever. 41 Then
Moses had three towns marked out on the far side of Jordan looking to the
east; 42Towhich anyone causing the death of his neighbour in error and not
through hate, might go in flight; so that in one of these towns he might be
kept from death: 43 The names of the towns were Bezer in the waste land,
in the table-land, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites;
andGolan inBashan forManasseh. 44This is the lawwhichMosesput before
the children of Israel: 45 These are the rules and the laws and the decisions
whichMoses gave to the children of Israel after they cameout of Egypt; 46On
the far sideof Jordan, in thevalley facingBeth-peor, in the landof Sihon, king
of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon, whomMoses and the children
of Israel overcame after they had come out of Egypt: 47 And they took his
land for a heritage, and the land of Og, king of Bashan, the two kings of the
Amorites, whose lands were on the other side of Jordan to the east; 48 From
Aroer on the edge of the valley of the Arnon as far as Mount Sion, which is
Hermon, 49And all the Arabah on the far side of Jordan to the east, as far as
the sea of the Arabah under the slopes of Pisgah.

5
1And Moses sent for all Israel, and said to them, Give ear, O Israel, to the

laws and the decisions which I give you today, and give attention to them
so that you may keep and do them. 2The Lord our God made an agreement
with us in Horeb. 3 The Lord did not make this agreement with our fathers
butwith us,who are all living andpresent here today. 4Theword of the Lord
came to you face to face on the mountain, out of the heart of the fire, 5 (I
was between the Lord and you at that time, tomake clear to you theword of
the Lord: because, through fear of the fire, you did not go up themountain;)
saying, 6 I am theLord yourGod,who took youout of the landof Egypt, out of
theprison-house. 7Youare tohavenoother godsbutme. 8Youmaynotmake
for yourselves an image in the form of anything in heaven or on earth or in
thewatersunder theearth: 9Youmaynotgodownonyour facesbefore them
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or give them worship: for I, the Lord your God, am a God who will not give
his honour to another; and I will send punishment on the children for the
wrongdoing of their fathers, to the third and fourth generation ofmyhaters;
10And Iwill havemercy through a thousand generations on thosewho have
love for me and keepmy laws. 11You are not to make use of the name of the
Lord your God for an evil purpose; whoever takes the Lord's name on his
lips for an evil purpose will be judged as a sinner by the Lord. 12 Keep the
Sabbath day as a holy day, as you have been ordered by the Lord your God.
13 On six days do all your work: 14 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
Lord your God; on that day do no work, you or your son or your daughter,
or your man-servant or your woman-servant, or your ox or your ass or any
of your cattle, or the man from a strange country who is living among you;
so that your man-servant and your woman-servant may have rest as well
as you. 15 And keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of Egypt,
and that the Lord your God took you out of that land by his strong hand and
his stretched-out arm: for this reason the Lord has given you orders to keep
the Sabbath day. 16Give honour to your father and yourmother, as you have
beenorderedby the Lord yourGod; so that your lifemaybe long andallmay
be well for you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 17Do not
put anyone to deathwithout cause. 18Donot be false to themarried relation.
19 Do not take the property of another. 20 Do not give false witness against
your neighbour; 21 Or let your desire be turned to your neighbour's wife,
or his house or his field or his man-servant or his woman-servant or his ox
or his ass or anything which is your neighbour's. 22 These words the Lord
said to all of you together on the mountain, out of the heart of the fire, out
of the cloud and the dark, with a great voice: and he said no more; he put
them in writing on the two stones of the law and gave them to me. 23 And
after hearing the voice which came out of the dark while the mountain was
burning with fire, all the heads of your tribes and your chiefs came to me,
24And said, The Lord has let us see his glory and his power, and his voice has
come to us out of the fire: today we have seen that a man may go on living
even after hearing the voice of God. 25Why then is death to be our fate? For
if the voice of the Lord ourGod comes to us anymore, deathwill overtakeus,
andwewill be burned up in this great fire. 26Forwhatman is there in all the
earth, who, hearing the voice of the living God as we have, out of the heart
of the fire, has been kept from death? 27Do you go near: and after hearing
everything which the Lord our God has to say, give us an account of all he
has said to you, and we will give ear, and do it. 28 Then the Lord, hearing
your words to me, said to me, The words which this people have said to you
have come to my ears: what they have said is well said. 29 If only they had
such a heart in themat all times, so that theymight go in fear ofme and keep
my orders and that it might bewell for them and for their children for ever!
30Now say to them, Go back to your tents. 31But as for you, keep your place
here byme, and I will give you all the orders and the laws and the decisions
which you are to make clear to them, so that they may do them in the land
which I am giving them for their heritage. 32Take care, then, to dowhatever
the Lord your God has given you orders to do; let there be no turning away
to the right hand or to the left. 33Go on walking in the way ordered for you
by the Lord your God, so that life may be yours and it may be well for you,
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and your days may be long in the land of your heritage.

6
1Now these are the orders and the laws and the decisions which the Lord

your God gave me for your teaching, so that you might do them in the land
of your heritage to which you are going: 2 So that living in the fear of the
Lord your God, you may keep all his laws and his orders, which I give you:
you and your son and your son's son, all the days of your life; and so that
your life may be long. 3 So give ear, O Israel, and take care to do this; so that
it may be well for you, and you may be greatly increased, as the Lord the
God of your fathers has given you his word, in a land flowing withmilk and
honey. 4Give ear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: 5And the Lord your
God is to be lovedwith all your heart andwith all your soul andwith all your
strength. 6Keep thesewords,which I say to you this day, deep in yourhearts;
7Teaching them to your childrenwith all care, talking of themwhen you are
at rest in your house or walking by the way, when you go to sleep andwhen
you get up. 8Let them be fixed as a sign on your hand, and marked on your
brow; 9Have them lettered on the pillars of your houses and over the doors
of your towns. 10And when the Lord your God has taken you into the land
which he gave his oath to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
that he would give you; with great and fair towns which were not of your
building; 11And houses full of good things not stored up by you, and places
for storing water which you did notmake, and vine-gardens and olive-trees
not of your planting; and you have taken food and are full; 12Then take care
that you keep your hearts true to the Lord, who took you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the prison-house. 13 Let the fear of the Lord your God be in
your hearts, and be his servants, taking your oaths by his name. 14Do not
go after other gods, the gods of the peoples round about you; 15For the Lord
your God who is with you is a God who will not let his honour be given to
another; or the wrath of the Lord will be burning against you, causing your
destruction from the face of the earth. 16 Do not put the Lord your God to
the test as you did in Massah. 17Keep with care the orders of the Lord your
God, and his rules and his laws which he has given you; 18 And do what is
upright and good in the eyes of the Lord your God, so that it may be well
for you and you may go in and take for your heritage that good land from
which the Lord undertook by an oath to your fathers, 19 To send out from
before you all those who are against you. 20And when your son says to you
in time to come, What is the reason for these rules and laws and decisions
which the Lord our God has given you? 21 Then you will say to your son,
We were servants under Pharaoh's yoke in Egypt; and the Lord took us out
of Egypt with a strong hand: 22 And the Lord did great signs and wonders
against Egypt, andagainst Pharaohandall his house, before our eyes: 23And
he took us out from that place, guiding us here to give us this land, as he said
in his oath to our fathers. 24 And the Lord gave us orders to keep all these
laws, in the fear of the Lord our God, so that it might be well for us for ever,
and that hemight keepus fromdeath, ashehasdone to this day. 25And itwill
beour righteousness ifwe take care tokeepall this orderbefore theLordour
God as he has given it to us.



Deuteronomy 7:1 192 Deuteronomy 7:22

7
1When the Lord your God takes you into the land where you are going,

which is to be your heritage, and has sent out the nations before you,
the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and
stronger than you; 2And when the Lord has given them up into your hands
and you have overcome them, give them up to complete destruction: make
no agreementwith them, andhavenomercy on them: 3Donot takewives or
husbands fromamong them; donotgiveyourdaughters to their sons, or take
their daughters for your sons. 4 For through them your sons will be turned
fromme to the worship of other gods: and the Lord will be moved to wrath
against you and senddestruction on youquickly. 5But this iswhat you are to
do to them: their altars are to be pulled down and their pillars broken, and
their holy trees cut down and their images burned with fire. 6 For you are
a holy people to the Lord your God: marked out by the Lord your God to be
his special people out of all the nations on the face of the earth. 7 The Lord
did not give you his love or take you for himself because you were more in
number thananyotherpeople; foryouwere thesmallest of thenations: 8But
because of his love for you, and in order to keep his oath to your fathers, the
Lord took you out with the strength of his hand, making you free from the
prison-houseand fromthehandofPharaoh, kingofEgypt. 9Becertain, then,
that the Lord your God is God; whose faith andmercy are unchanging, who
keeps his word through a thousand generations to those who have love for
himandkeephis laws; 10Rewardinghishaters to their facewithdestruction;
hewill have nomercy on his hater, butwill give him open punishment. 11So
keep the orders and the laws and the decisions which I give you today and
do them. 12 And it will be, that if you give attention to these decisions and
keep and do them, then the Lord will keep his agreement with you and his
mercy, as he said in his oath to your fathers. 13And hewill give you his love,
blessing you and increasing you: he will send his blessing on the offspring
of your body and the fruit of your land, your grain and your wine and your
oil, the increase of your cattle and the young of your flock, in the landwhich
by his oath to your fathers he undertook to give you. 14Youwill have greater
blessings than any other people: no male or female among you or among
your cattle will be without offspring. 15 And the Lord will take away from
you all disease, and will not put on you any of the evil diseases of Egypt
which you have seen, but will put them on your haters. 16 And you are to
send destruction on all the peoples which the Lord your God gives into your
hands; have no pity on them, and do not give worship to their gods; for that
will be a cause of sin to you. 17 If you say in your hearts, These nations are
greater in number than we are: how are we to take their land from them?
18Have no fear of them, but keep well in mind what the Lord your God did
to Pharaoh and to all Egypt; 19The great punishments which your eyes saw,
and the signs and the wonders and the strong hand and the stretched-out
arm, bywhich the Lord your God took you out: so will the Lord your God do
to all the peoples who are the cause of your fears. 20And the Lord will send
a hornet among them, till all the rest who have kept themselves safe from
you in secret places have been cut off. 21Have no fear of them: for the Lord
your God is with you, a great God greatly to be feared. 22The Lord your God
will send out the nations before you little by little; they are not to be rooted
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out quickly, for fear that the beasts of the field may be increased overmuch
against you. 23 But the Lord your God will give them up into your hands,
overpowering them till their destruction is complete. 24He will give their
kings into your hands, and you will put their names out of existence under
heaven; there is not one of themwho will not give way before you, till their
destruction is complete. 25 The images of their gods are to be burned with
fire: have no desire for the gold and silver on them, and do not take it for
yourselves, for it will be a danger to you: it is a thing disgusting to the Lord
your God: 26And you may not take a disgusting thing into your house, and
so become cursed with its curse: but keep yourselves from it, turning from
it with fear and hate, for it is a cursed thing.

8
1 Take care to keep all the orders which I give you today, so that you may

have life and be increased and go in and take as a heritage the land which
the Lord, by his oath to your fathers, undertook to give you. 2And keep in
mind the way by which the Lord your God has taken you through the waste
land these forty years, so that he might make low your pride and put you to
the test, to see what was in your heart and if you would keep his orders or
not. 3And hemade low your pride and let you bewithout food and gave you
manna for your food, a thing new to you, which your fathers never saw; so
that he might make it clear to you that bread is not man's only need, but his
life is in every word which comes out of the mouth of the Lord. 4 Through
all these forty years your clothing did not get old or your feet become tired.
5 Keep in mind this thought, that as a son is trained by his father, so you
have been trained by the Lord your God. 6Then keep the orders of the Lord
your God, fearing him and walking in his ways. 7 For the Lord your God
is guiding you into a good land, a land of water-springs, of fountains, and
deep streamsflowing out from the valleys and the hills; 8A land of grain and
vines and fig-trees and fair fruits; a land of oil-giving olive-trees and honey;
9Where therewill bebread for you in fullmeasure andyouwill be inneedof
nothing; a landwhere thevery stones are ironand fromwhosehills youmay
get copper. 10And you will have food enough and be full, praising the Lord
your God for the good land he has given you. 11Then take care that you are
not turned away from the Lord your God and from keeping his orders and
decisions and laws which I give you this day: 12And when you have taken
food and are full, and havemade fair houses for yourselves and are living in
them; 13Andwhenyourherdsandyourflocksare increased, andyour stores
of silver and gold, and you have wealth of every sort; 14Take care that your
hearts are not lifted up in pride, giving no thought to the Lord your Godwho
took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house; 15Who was your
guide through that great and cruel waste, where there were poison-snakes
and scorpions and a dry land without water; who made water come out of
the hard rock for you; 16Who gave you manna for your food in the waste
land, a food which your fathers had never seen; so that your pridemight be
broken and your hearts tested for your good in the end; 17 Say not then, in
yourhearts,Mypowerand the strengthofmyhandshavegotme thiswealth.
18But keep in mind the Lord your God: for it is he who gives you the power
to get wealth, so that hemay give effect to the agreement which hemade by
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his oath with your fathers, as at this day. 19 And it is certain that if at any
time you are turned away from the Lord your God, and go after other gods,
to be their servants and to give themworship, destructionwill overtake you.
20Like the nationswhich the Lord is cutting off before you, so youwill be cut
off; because you would not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God.

9
1Give ear, O Israel: today you are to go over Jordan, to take the heritage of

nations greater and stronger than yourselves, and towns of great size with
walls as high as heaven; 2 A people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim,
of whom you have knowledge and of whom it has been said, All are forced
to give way before the sons of Anak. 3 Be certain then today that it is the
LordyourGodwhogoesoverbeforeyou likeanall-burningfire; hewill send
destruction on them, crushing them before you; and you will send them in
flight, putting an end to them quickly, as the Lord has said. 4And after the
Lord has sent them in flight from before you, say not in your heart, Because
of my righteousness the Lord has given me this land; when it is because of
their evil-doing that the Lord is driving these nations out before you. 5Not
for your righteousness or because your hearts are upright are you going in
to take their land; but because of the evil-doing of these nations the Lord
your God is driving them out from before you, and to give effect to his oath
to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 6 Be certain then that the Lord
yourGod is not giving you this good landas a reward for your righteousness;
for you are a stiff-necked people. 7 Keep well in mind how you made the
Lord your God angry in the waste land; from the day when you went out
of Egypt till you came to this place, you have gone against the orders of the
Lord. 8Again in Horeb youmade the Lord angry, and in his wrath he would
have put an end to you. 9When I had gone up into themountain to be given
the stones onwhichwas recorded the agreementwhich the Lordmadewith
you, I was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights without taking
food or drinkingwater. 10And the Lord gaveme the two stoneswithwriting
on them done by the finger of God: on them were recorded all the words
which the Lord said to you on the mountain out of the heart of the fire, on
the day of the greatmeeting. 11Then at the end of forty days and forty nights
the Lord gaveme those stones, the stones of the agreement. 12And the Lord
said to me, Get up now, and go down quickly from this place; for the people
you have taken out of Egypt have given themselves over to evil; they have
quickly been turned from the way in which I gave them orders to go; they
have made themselves a metal image. 13 And then the Lord said to me, I
have seen that this people is stiff-necked: 14Letme senddestruction on them
till their very name is cut off; and I will make of you a nation greater and
stronger than they. 15So turning round I camedown fromthemountain, and
the mountain was burning with fire; and the two stones of the agreement
were inmy hands. 16And I saw that you had done evil against the Lord, and
hadmade for yourselves ametal image of a young ox: you had quickly been
turned from the way in which the Lord had given you orders to go. 17And
I let the stones go from my hands, and they were broken before your eyes.
18And I went down onmy face before the Lord, as at the first, for forty days
and forty nights, without taking food or drinking water, because of all your
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sin, in doing evil in the eyes of the Lord and moving him to wrath. 19 For I
was full of fear because of the wrath of the Lordwhichwas burning against
you, with your destruction in view. But again the Lord's ear was open tomy
prayer. 20And the Lord, in his wrath, would have put Aaron to death: and
I made prayer for Aaron at the same time. 21And I took your sin, the image
whichyouhadmade, andput it in thefire andhad it hammeredand crushed
very small till it was only dust: and the dust I put in the stream flowing
down from themountain. 22Again at Taberah and atMassah and at Kibroth-
hattaavah you made the Lord angry. 23 And when the Lord sent you from
Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and take the landwhich I have given you; you
went against the orders of the Lord your God, and had no faith in him, and
would not give ear to his voice. 24From the day when I first had knowledge
of you, you have gone against theword of the Lord. 25So I went down onmy
face in prayer before the Lord for forty days and forty nights as I did at first;
because the Lord had said that he would put an end to you. 26And I made
prayer to the Lord and said, O Lord God, do not send destruction on your
people and your heritage, to whom, by your great power, you have given
salvation, whom you have taken out of Egypt by the strength of your hand.
27Keep inmind your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, not looking at the
hardheart of this people, or their evil-doingand their sin: 28Or itmaybe said
in the land fromwhich you have taken them, Because the Lordwas not able
to take them into the land which he said he would give them, and because
of his hate for them, he has taken them out to put them to death in thewaste
land. 29But still they are your people and your heritage, whom you took out
by your great power and by your stretched-out arm.

10
1At that time the Lord said to me, Make two other stones, cut like the first

two, and come up to me on themountain, andmake an ark of wood. 2And I
will put on the stones the words which were on the first stones which were
broken by you, and you are to put them into the ark. 3 So I made an ark of
hardwood, andhad twostones cut like theothers, andwentup themountain
with the stones inmyhands. 4Andheputon the stones, as in thefirstwriting,
the ten rules which the Lord gave you on themountain out of the fire on the
day of the great meeting: and the Lord gave the stones to me. 5And turning
round I came down from themountain and put the stones in the arkwhich I
hadmade; and there theyareas theLordgavemeorders. 6 (And the children
of Israelwent on fromBeerothBene-jaakan toMoserah: theredeath came to
Aaron and hewas put to rest in the earth; and Eleazar, his son, took his place
as priest. 7 From there they went on to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to
Jotbathah, a land of streams of water. 8At that time the Lord had the tribe of
Levi marked out to take up the ark of the Lord's agreement, to be before the
Lord and to do his work and to give blessings in his name, to this day. 9 For
this reason Levi has no part or heritage for himself among his brothers: the
Lord is his heritage, as the Lord your God said to him.) 10And I was in the
mountain, as at the first time, for forty days and forty nights; and again the
ears of the Lordwere open tomy prayer, and he did not send destruction on
you. 11 Then the Lord said to me, Get up and go on your journey before the
people, so that they may go in and take the land which I said in my oath to
their fathers that Iwould give them. 12Andnow, Israel, whatwould the Lord
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your God have you do, but to go in the fear of the Lord your God, walking in
all his ways and loving him and doing his pleasure with all your heart and
all your soul, 13Doing the orders of the Lord and keeping his laws which I
give you this day for your good? 14 The Lord your God is ruler of heaven,
of the heaven of heavens, and of the earth with everything in it. 15 But the
Lord had delight in your fathers and love for them, marking out for himself
their seed after them, even you, from all peoples, as at this day. 16 Let your
circumcision be of the heart, and put away your pride. 17For the Lord your
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, strong in power and
greatly to be feared, who has no respect for anyman's position and takes no
rewards: 18 Judging uprightly in the cause of thewidowand of the childwho
has no father, and giving food and clothing in his mercy to the man from
a strange country. 19 So be kind to the man from a strange country who is
living among you, for you yourselves were living in a strange country in the
land of Egypt. 20 Let the fear of the Lord your God be before you, give him
worship and be true to him at all times, taking your oaths in his name. 21He
is your God, the God of your praise, your Godwho has done for you all these
works of power which your eyes have seen. 22Your fathers went down into
Egypt with seventy persons; and now the Lord your God has made you like
the stars of heaven in number.

11
1 So have love for the Lord your God, and give him worship, and keep his

laws and his decisions and his orders at all times. 2And be certain in your
minds this day; for these words are not said to your children, who have had
no experience of the training of the Lord your God, and who have not seen
his great power or his strong hand and his stretched-out arm, 3Or his signs
and wonders which he did in Egypt, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and all his
land; 4And what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and their war-
carriages; how hemade the waters of the Red Sea come up over themwhen
they went after you, and how the Lord put an end to them even to this day;
5Andwhat he did for you in thewaste land, till you came to this place; 6And
what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben;
when they went down into the open mouth of the earth, with their families
and their tents and every living thing which was theirs, before the eyes of
all Israel: 7But your eyes have seen all the great works of the Lordwhich he
has done. 8 So keep all the orders which I give you today, so that youmay be
strong, and go in and take the land which is to be your heritage; 9And that
your days may be long in the land which the Lord gave by an oath to your
fathers and to their seed after them, a land flowing with milk and honey.
10For the land where you are going is not like the land of Egypt fromwhich
you have come, where you put in your seeds, watering themwith your foot,
like a planted garden: 11 But the land where you are going is a land of hills
and valleys, drinking in the rain of heaven: 12A land cared for by the Lord
yourGod: the eyes of the Lord yourGod are on it at all times fromone end of
the year to the other. 13And it will be that if you truly give ear to the orders
which I put before you this day, loving the Lord your God and worshipping
himwithall yourheart andall your soul, 14Then Iwill sendrainonyour land
at the right time, theearly rainsand the late rains, so that youmayget inyour
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grain and your wine and your oil. 15And I will give grass in your fields for
your cattle, so that you may have food in full measure. 16But take care that
your hearts are not turned to false ways so that you become servants and
worshippers of other gods; 17 For if you do so, the wrath of the Lord will be
burning against you, and the heaven will be shut up so that there is no rain
and the landwill giveno fruit; and inavery little timeyouwill be cutoff from
the good land which the Lord is giving you. 18 So keep these words deep in
your heart and in your soul, and have them fixed on your hand for a sign
andmarked on your brow; 19Teaching them to your children, and talking of
themwhen you are at rest in your house orwalking by theway,when you go
to sleep and when you get up: 20Writing them on the pillars of your houses
and over the doors of your towns: 21 So that your days, and the days of your
children, may be long in the landwhich the Lord by his oath to your fathers
said he would give them, like the days of the eternal heavens. 22 For if you
take care to keep all the orders which I give you, and to do them; loving the
Lord your God and walking in all his ways and being true to him: 23 Then
the Lord will send these nations in flight before you, and you will take the
lands of nations greater and stronger than yourselves. 24Every placewhere
you put your foot will be yours: from thewaste land and Lebanon, from the
river, the river Euphrates as far as the Great Sea, will be the limits of your
land. 25All people will give way before you: for the Lord your God will put
the fear of you on all the land throughwhich you go, as he has said. 26Today
I put before you a blessing and a curse: 27The blessing if you give ear to the
orders of the Lord your God, which I give you this day: 28 And the curse if
you do not give ear to the orders of the Lord your God, but let yourselves be
turned from thewaywhich I have put before you this day, and go after other
godswhich are not yours. 29Andwhen the Lord yourGodhas taken you into
the land of your heritage, you are to put the blessing onMount Gerizim and
the curse onMount Ebal. 30Are they not on the other side of Jordan, looking
west, in the land of the Canaanites living in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, by
the holy tree of Moreh? 31 For you are about to go over Jordan to take the
heritage which the Lord your God is giving you, and it will be your resting-
place. 32Andyouare to take care to keepall the lawsand thedecisionswhich
I put before you today.

12
1These are the laws and the decisions which you are to keep with care in

the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to be your
heritage all the days of your life on earth. 2 You are to give up to the curse
all those places where the nations, whom you are driving out, gave worship
to their gods, on the high mountains and the hills and under every green
tree: 3 Their altars and their pillars are to be broken down, and their holy
trees burned with fire, and the images of their gods cut down; you are to
take away their names out of that place. 4Do not so to the Lord your God.
5But let your hearts be turned to the place which will be marked out by the
LordyourGod, amongyour tribes, to put his name there; 6And there youare
to take your burned offerings and other offerings, and the tenth part of your
goods, and the offerings to be lifted up to the Lord, and the offerings of your
oaths, and those which you give freely from the impulse of your hearts, and
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the first births among your herds and your flocks; 7 There you and all your
families are tomake a feast before the Lord yourGod,with joy in everything
to which you put your hand, because the Lord has given you his blessing.
8 You are not to do things then in the way in which we now do them here,
every man as it seems right to him: 9 For you have not come to the rest and
the heritage which the Lord your God is giving you. 10 But when you have
goneover Jordanandare living in the landwhich theLordyourGod is giving
you as your heritage, andwhenhehas given you rest fromall those on every
side who are fighting against you, and you are living there safely; 11 Then
there will be a place marked out by the Lord your God as the resting-place
for his name, and there youwill take all the thingswhich I give you orders to
take: your burned offerings and other offerings, and the tenth part of your
goods, and the offerings to be liftedup, and the offerings of your oathswhich
you make to the Lord; 12 And you will be glad before the Lord your God,
you and your sons and your daughters, and your men-servants and your
women-servants, and the Levite who is with you in your house, because he
has no part or heritage among you. 13 Take care that you do not make your
burned offerings in any place you see: 14But in the place marked out by the
Lord in one of your tribes, there let your burned offerings be offered, and
there do what I have given you orders to do. 15Only you may put to death
animals, such as the gazelle or the roe, for your food in any of your towns,
at the desire of your soul, in keeping with the blessing of the Lord your God
which he has given you: the unclean and the cleanmay take of it. 16But you
maynot take the blood for food, it is to be drained out on the earth likewater.
17 In your towns you are not to take as food the tenth part of your grain, or
of yourwine or your oil, or the first births of your herds or of your flocks, or
anything offered under an oath, or freely offered to the Lord, or given as a
lifted offering; 18But they will be your food before the Lord your God in the
place of his selection, where you may make a feast of them, with your son
and your daughter, and your man-servant and your woman-servant, and
the Levitewho is livingwith you: and youwill have joy before the Lord your
God in everything to which you put your hand. 19 See that you do not give
up caring for the Levite as long as you are living in your land. 20When the
Lord yourGodmakeswide the limit of your land, as he has said, and you say,
I will take flesh for my food, because you have a desire for it; then you may
take whatever flesh you have a desire for. 21 If the place marked out by the
Lord your God as the resting-place for his name is far away from you, then
take from your herds and from your flockswhich the Lord has given you, as
I have said, and have ameal of it in the towns where youmay be living. 22 It
will be your food, like the gazelle and the roe; the unclean and the cleanmay
take of it. 23But see that you do not take the blood for food; for the blood is
the life; and you may not make use of the life as food with the flesh. 24Do
not take it for food but let it be drained out on the earth like water. 25 Do
not take it for food; so that it may bewell for you and for your children after
you, while you dowhat is right in the eyes of the Lord. 26But the holy things
which you have, and the offerings of your oaths, you are to take to the place
which will be marked out by the Lord: 27Offering the flesh and the blood of
your burned offerings on the altar of the Lord your God; and the blood of
your offerings is to be drained out on the altar of the Lord your God, and the
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flesh will be your food. 28 Take note of all these orders I am giving you and
give attention to them, so that it may be well for you and for your children
after you for ever, while you do what is good and right in the eyes of the
Lord your God. 29When the people of the land where you are going have
been cut off before you by the Lord your God, and you have taken their land
and are living in it; 30After their destruction take care that you do not go in
their ways, and that you do not give thought to their gods, saying, How did
these nations giveworship to their gods? I will do as they did. 31Do not so to
the Lord your God: for everythingwhich is disgusting to the Lord and hated
by him they have done in honour of their gods: even burning their sons and
daughters in the fire to their gods. 32You are to keep with care all the words
I give you, making no addition to them and taking nothing from them.

13
1 If ever you have among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams and he

gives you a sign or a wonder, 2And the sign or the wonder takes place, and
he says to you, Let us go after other gods, which are strange to you, and give
them worship; 3Then give no attention to the words of that prophet or that
dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God is testing you, to see if all the
love of your heart and soul is given to him. 4But keep on in the ways of the
Lord your God, fearing him and keeping his orders and hearing his voice,
worshipping him and being true to him. 5And that prophet or that dreamer
of dreams is to be put to death; for his words were said with the purpose
of turning you away from the Lord your God, who took you out of the land
of Egypt andmade you free from the prison-house; and of forcing you out of
theway inwhich the Lord yourGodhas given you orders to go. So you are to
put away the evil from among you. 6 If your brother, the son of yourmother,
or your son or your daughter or the wife of your heart, or the friend who is
as dear to you as your life, working on you secretly says to you, Let us go and
give worship to other gods, strange to you and to your fathers; 7Gods of the
peoples round about you, near or far, from one end of the earth to the other;
8Do not be guided by him or give attention to him; have no pity on him or
mercy, and give him no cover; 9 But put him to death without question; let
yourhandbe thefirst stretchedout against him toputhim todeath, and then
the hands of all the people. 10 Let him be stoned with stones till he is dead;
because it was his purpose tomake you false to the Lord your God, who took
yououtof the landofEgypt, out of theprison-house. 11Andall Israel, hearing
of it, will be full of fear, and no onewill again do such evil as this among you.
12And if word comes to you, in one of the towns which the Lord your God
is giving you for your resting-place, 13 That good-for-nothing persons have
gone out from among you, turning the people of their town from the right
way and saying, Let us go and giveworship to other gods, ofwhomyou have
no knowledge; 14 Then let a full search be made, and let questions be put
with care; and if it is true and certain that such a disgusting thing has been
done among you; 15 Then take up arms against the people of that town and
give it up to the curse, with all its cattle and everything in it. 16 And take
all the goods into the middle of its open space, burning the town and all its
property with fire as an offering to the Lord your God; it is to be a waste for
ever; there is to be no more building there. 17 Keep not a thing of what is
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cursed for yourselves: so the Lordmay be turned away from the heat of his
wrath, and have mercy on you, and give you increase as he said in his oath
to your fathers: 18 So long as you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God,
and keep all his orders which I give you today, and do what is right in the
eyes of the Lord your God.

14
1 You are the children of the Lord your God: you are not to make cuts on

your bodies or take off the hair on your brows in honour of the dead; 2 For
you are a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has taken you to
be his special people out of all the nations on the face of the earth. 3 No
disgusting thing may be your food. 4 These are the beasts which you may
have for food: the ox, the sheep, and the goat; 5The hart, the gazelle, and the
roe, the mountain goat and the pygarg and the antelope and the mountain
sheep. 6Anybeastwhichhas adivision in thehornof its foot andwhose food
comes back into its mouth to be crushed again, may be used for food. 7But
even among these, there are some which may not be used for food: such
as the camel, the hare, and the coney, which are unclean to you, because,
though their food comes back, the horn of their feet is not parted in two.
8And the pig is unclean to you, because though it has a division in the horn
of its foot, its food does not come back; their flesh may not be used for food
or their dead bodies touched by you. 9And of the things living in thewaters,
youmay take all thosewhohavewings for swimmingwith and skins formed
of thin plates. 10But any which have no skin-plates or wings for swimming,
youmaynot take; they areunclean for you. 11All cleanbirdsmaybeused for
food. 12But thesebirdsyoumaynot take: theeagleand thegier-eagleand the
ospray; 13The falcon and the kite, and birds of that sort; 14Every raven, and
all birds of that sort; 15And the ostrich and the night-hawk and the sea-hawk
and birds of that sort; 16The little owl and the great owl and the water-hen;
17And the pelican and the vulture and the cormorant; 18 The stork and the
heron and birds of that sort, and the hoopoe and the bat. 19 Every winged
thing which goes flat on the earth is unclean to you and may not be used
as food. 20 But all clean birds you may take. 21 You may not have as food
anythingwhich has come to a natural death; theman from another country
who is livingwith youmay take it for food, or youmay get a price for it from
one of another nation; for you are a holy people to the Lord your God. The
young goat is not to be cooked in its mother's milk. 22Put on one side a tenth
of all the increase of your seed, produced year by year. 23And make a feast
before the Lord your God, in the place which is to be marked out, where his
namewill be for ever, of the tenth part of your grain and yourwine and your
oil, and the first births of your herds and your flocks; so that you may have
the fearof theLordyourGod inyourhearts at all times. 24And if theway is so
long that you are not able to take these things to the placemarked out by the
Lord your God for his name, when he has given you his blessing, because it
is far away from you; 25Then let these things be exchanged for money, and,
taking themoney in your hand, go to the placemarked out by the Lord your
God for himself; 26And with the money get whatever you have a desire for,
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your soul's desire may be:
and make a feast there before the Lord your God, and be glad, you and all



Deuteronomy 14:27 201 Deuteronomy 15:19

your house; 27And give a thought to the Levite who is living among you, for
he has no part or heritage in the land. 28At the end of every three years take
a tenth part of all your increase for that year, and put it in store inside your
walls: 29And the Levite, because he has no part or heritage in the land, and
the man from a strange country, and the child who has no father, and the
widow,whoare livingamongyou,will comeand take foodandhaveenough;
and so the blessing of the Lord yourGodwill be on you in everything you do.

15
1 At the end of every seven years there is to be a general forgiveness of

debt. 2 This is how it is to be done: every creditor is to give up his right to
whatever he has let his neighbour have; he is not tomake his neighbour, his
countryman, give it back; becauseageneral forgivenesshasbeenorderedby
the Lord. 3A man of another nation may be forced to make payment of his
debt, but if your brother has anything of yours, let it go; 4But therewill be no
poor among you; for the Lordwill certainly give you his blessing in the land
which theLordyourGod is givingyou for yourheritage; 5 If only yougive ear
to thevoiceof theLordyourGod, and takecare tokeepall theseorderswhich
I give you today. 6For the Lord your God will give you his blessing as he has
said: you will let other nations have the use of your money, but you will not
make use of theirs; youwill be rulers over a number of nations, but theywill
not be your rulers. 7 If in any of your towns in the land which the Lord your
God is giving you, there is a poor man, one of your countrymen, do not let
your heart be hard or your hand shut to him; 8But let your hand be open to
give him the use of whatever he is in need of. 9And see that there is no evil
thought in your heart, moving you to say to yourself, The seventh year, the
year of forgiveness is near; and so looking coldly on your poor countryman
you give him nothing; and he will make an outcry to the Lord against you,
and it will be judged as sin in you. 10 But it is right for you to give to him,
without grief of heart: for because of this, the blessing of the Lord your God
will beonall yourworkandoneverything towhichyouputyourhand. 11For
there will never be a time when there are no poor in the land; and so I give
orders to you, Let your hand be open to your countrymen, to those who are
poor and in need in your land. 12 If one of your countrymen, a Hebrewman
orwoman, becomesyour servant for aprice anddoeswork foryou sixyears,
in the seventhyear let himgo free. 13Andwhenyoumakehimfree, donot let
himgoawaywithnothing inhishands: 14Butgivehimfreely fromyourflock
and from your grain and yourwine: in themeasure of thewealthwhich the
Lord your God has given you, you are to give to him. 15 And keep in mind
that you yourself were a servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
made you free: so I give you this order today. 16But if he says to you, I have
no desire to go away fromyou; because you and your family are dear to him
and he is happy with you; 17Then take a sharp-pointed instrument, driving
it throughhis ear into the door, andhewill be your servant for ever. And you
maydo the same for your servant-girl. 18Let it not seemhard to you that you
have to send him away free; for he has been working for you for six years,
which is twice the regular time for a servant: and the blessing of the Lord
your God will be on you in everything you do. 19All the first males to come
to birth in your herd and your flock are to be holy to the Lord your God: the
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first birth of your ox is not to be used for work, the wool of your first lamb
is not to be cut. 20But year by year you and all your house are to take ameal
of it before the Lord, in the place of his selection. 21 But if it has any mark
on it, if it is blind or has damaged legs, or if there is anything wrong with
it, it may not be offered to the Lord your God. 22 It may be used for food in
your houses: the unclean and the clean may take of it, as of the gazelle and
the roe. 23Only do not take its blood for food, but let it be drained out on the
earth like water.

16
1 Take note of the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the Lord your

God: for in the month of Abib the Lord your God took you out of Egypt by
night. 2 The Passover offering, from your flock or your herd, is to be given
to the Lord your God in the place marked out by him as the resting-place
of his name. 3 Take no leavened bread with it; for seven days let your food
be unleavened bread, that is, the bread of sorrow; for you came out of the
land of Egypt quickly: so the memory of that day, when you came out of the
land of Egypt, will be with you all your life. 4 For seven days let no leaven
be used through all your land; and nothing of the fleshwhich is put to death
in the evening of the first day is to be kept through the night till morning.
5 The Passover offering is not to be put to death in any of the towns which
the Lord your God gives you: 6But in the placemarked out by the Lord your
God as the resting-place of his name, there you are to put the Passover to
death in the evening, at sundown, at that time of the year when you came
out of Egypt. 7 It is to be cooked and taken as food in the place marked out
by the Lord: and in the morning you are to go back to your tents. 8 For six
days let your food be unleavened bread; and on the seventh day there is to
be a holy meeting to the Lord your God; no work is to be done. 9 Let seven
weeks be numbered from the first day when the grain is cut. 10 Then keep
the feast of weeks to the Lord your God, with an offering freely given to
him from the wealth he has given you: 11 Then you are to be glad before
the Lord your God, you and your son and your daughter, your man-servant
and yourwoman-servant, and the Levitewho iswith you, and theman from
a strange country, and the child without a father, and the widow, who are
living among you, in the placemarked out by the Lord your God as a resting-
place for his name. 12And you will keep in mind that you were a servant in
the land of Egypt: and you will take care to keep all these laws. 13You are to
keep the feast of tents for seven days after you have got in all your grain and
made your wine: 14You are to keep the feast with joy, you and your son and
your daughter, your man-servant and your woman-servant, and the Levite,
and the man from a strange country, and the child without a father, and the
widow, who are living among you. 15 Keep the feast to the Lord your God
for seven days, in the place marked out by the Lord: because the blessing of
the Lord your Godwill be on all the produce of your land and all thework of
your hands, and you will have nothing but joy. 16Three times in the year let
all yourmales come before the Lord your God in the place named by him; at
the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tents: and
they are not to come before the Lord with nothing in their hands; 17 Every
man is to give as he is able, in the measure of the blessing which the Lord
your God has given you. 18You are to make judges and overseers in all your
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townswhich the Lord your God gives you, for every tribe: and they are to be
uprightmen, judging thepeople in righteousness. 19Youarenot to bemoved
in your judging by aman's position, you are not to take rewards; for rewards
make the eyes of the wise man blind, and the decisions of the upright false.
20 Let righteousness be your guide, so that you may have life, and take for
your heritage the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you. 21Let no holy
tree of any sort be planted by the altar of the Lord your God which you will
make. 22 You are not to put up stone pillars, for they are hated by the Lord
your God.

17
1 No ox or sheep which has a mark on it or is damaged in any way may

be offered to the Lord your God: for that is disgusting to the Lord your God.
2 If there is any man or woman among you, in any of the towns which the
Lord your God gives you, who does evil in the eyes of the Lord your God,
sinning against his agreement, 3 By becoming a servant of other gods and
worshipping them or the sun or the moon or all the stars of heaven, against
my orders; 4 If word of this comes to your ears, then let this thing be looked
into with care, and if there is no doubt that it is true, and such evil has been
done in Israel; 5 Then you are to take the man or woman who has done the
evil to the public place of your town, and they are to be stoned with stones
till they are dead. 6 On the word of two or three witnesses, a man may be
given the punishment of death; but he is not to be put to death on the word
of one witness. 7 The hands of the witnesses will be the first to put him to
death, and after them the hands of all the people. So you are to put away
the evil from among you. 8 If you are not able to give a decision as to who is
responsible for a death, orwho is right in a cause, orwho gave the first blow
in a fight, and there is a division of opinion about it in your town: then go to
the place marked out by the Lord your God; 9And come before the priests,
the Levites, or before himwho is judge at the time: and they will go into the
question and give you a decision: 10And you are to be guided by the decision
theygive in theplacenamedby theLord, anddowhatever they say: 11Acting
in agreement with their teaching and the decision they give: not turning to
one side or the other from the word they have given you. 12 And any man
who, in his pride, will not give ear to the priest whose place is there before
the Lord your God, or to the judge, is to be put to death: you are to put away
the evil from Israel. 13Andall the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear and
put away their pride. 14When you have come into the land which the Lord
your God is giving you, and have taken it for a heritage and are living in it, if
it is your desire to have a king over you, like the other nations round about
you; 15Then see that you take as your king theman named by the Lord your
God: let your king be one of your countrymen, not a man of another nation
who is not one of yourselves. 16And he is not to get together a great army of
horses for himself, ormake the people go back to Egypt to get horses for him:
because the Lord has said, You will never again go back that way. 17And he
is not to have a great number of wives, for fear that his heart may be turned
away; or great wealth of silver and gold. 18Andwhen he has taken his place
on the seat of his kingdom, he is to make in a book a copy of this law, from
that which the priests, the Levites, have in their care: 19And it is to be with
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himforhis readingall thedaysofhis life, so thathemaybe trained in the fear
of the Lord his God to keep and do all the words of this teaching and these
laws: 20 So that his heart may not be lifted up over his countrymen, and he
may not be turned away from the orders, to one side or the other: but that
his life and the lives of his childrenmay be long in his kingdom in Israel.

18
1 The priests, the Levites, that is, all the tribe of Levi, will have no part

or heritage with Israel: their food and their heritage will be the offerings
of the Lord made by fire. 2 And they will have no heritage among their
countrymen: the Lord is their heritage, as he has said to them. 3 And this
is to be the priests' right: those who make an offering of a sheep or an ox
are to give to the priest the top part of the leg and the two sides of the head
and the stomach. 4And in addition you are to give him the first of your grain
and wine and oil, and the first wool cut from your sheep. 5 For he, and his
sons after him for ever, have been marked out by the Lord your God from
all your tribes, to do the work of priests in the name of the Lord. 6And if a
Levite, moved by a strong desire, comes from any town in all Israel where
he is living to the placemarked out by the Lord; 7Thenhewill do thework of
a priest in the name of the Lord his God, with all his brothers the Levites
who are there before the Lord. 8 His food will be the same as theirs, in
addition to what has come to him as the price of his property. 9When you
have come into the land which the Lord your God is giving you, do not take
as your example the disgusting ways of those nations. 10 Let there not be
seen among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter go through the
fire, or anyone using secret arts, or a maker of strange sounds, or a reader
of signs, or any wonder-worker, 11Or anyone using secret force on people,
or putting questions to a spirit, or having secret knowledge, or going to the
dead for directions. 12For all who do such things are disgusting to the Lord;
andbecause of these disgusting things theLord yourGod is driving themout
before you. 13You are to be upright in heart before the Lord your God. 14For
these nations, whose land you are taking, give attention to readers of signs
and to those using secret arts: but the Lord your God will not let you do so.
15 The Lord your God will give you a prophet from among your people, like
me; youwill give ear tohim; 16 In answer to the request youmade to theLord
your God in Horeb on the day of the great meeting, when you said, Let not
the voice of the Lord my God come to my ears again, and let me not see this
great fire any more, or death will overtake me. 17Then the Lord said to me,
What they have said is well said. 18 I will give them a prophet from among
themselves, like you, and Iwill putmywords in hismouth, and hewill say to
themwhatever I give him orders to say. 19Andwhoever does not give ear to
mywordswhich hewill say inmyname,will be responsible tome. 20But the
prophet who takes it on himself to say words in my name which I have not
given himorders to say, orwho says anything in the name of other gods, will
come to his death. 21And if you say in your hearts, How are we to be certain
that the word does not come from the Lord? 22 When a prophet makes a
statement in the name of the Lord, if what he says does not take place and
his words do not come true, then his word is not the word of the Lord: the
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words of the prophet were said in the pride of his heart, and you are to have
no fear of him.

19
1When thenations,whose land theLordyourGod is givingyou, havebeen

cut off by him, and you have taken their place and are living in their towns
and in their houses; 2 You are to have three towns marked out in the land
which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage. 3 You are to make
ready a way, and see that the land which the Lord your God is giving you
for your heritage, is marked out into three parts, to which any taker of life
may go in flight. 4 This is to be the rule for anyone who goes in flight there,
after causing the death of his neighbour in error and not through hate; 5For
example, if aman goes into thewoodswith his neighbour for the purpose of
cutting down trees, and when he takes his axe to give a blow to the tree, the
head of the axe comes off, and falling on to his neighbour gives himawound
causing his death; then themanmay go inflight to one of these towns andbe
safe: 6 For if not, he who has the right of punishment may go running after
the taker of life in the heat of his wrath, and overtake him because the way
is long, and give him a death-blow; though it is not right for him to be put to
death because he was not moved by hate. 7And so I am ordering you to see
that three towns aremarked out for this purpose. 8And if the Lord your God
makeswide the limits of your land, as he said in his oath to your fathers, and
gives you all the land which he undertook to give to your fathers; 9 If you
keep and do all these orders which I give you today, loving the Lord your
God and walking ever in his ways; then let three more towns, in addition
to these three, be marked out for you: 10 So that in all your land, which the
Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, no man may be wrongly put
to death, forwhich youwill be responsible. 11But if anymanhas hate for his
neighbour, and waiting for him secretly makes an attack on him and gives
him a blow causing his death, and then goes in flight to one of these towns;
12The responsiblemenof his townare to sendand takehim, andgivehimup
to the onewhohas the right of punishment to beput to death. 13Havenopity
on him, so that Israel may be clear from the crime of putting aman to death
without cause, and it will be well for you. 14 Your neighbour's landmark,
whichwasput in its placeby themenof old times, is not tobemovedor taken
away in the land of your heritage which the Lord your God is giving you.
15One witness may not make a statement against a man in relation to any
sin orwrongdoingwhichhehas done: on theword of twoor threewitnesses
a question is to be judged. 16 If a false witness makes a statement against a
man, saying that he has done wrong, 17 Then the two men, between whom
theargumenthas takenplace, are to comebefore theLord, before thepriests
and judges who are then in power; 18And the judges will have the question
looked intowithcare: and if thewitness is seen tobe falseand tohavemadea
false statement against his brother, 19Thendo tohimwhat itwashis purpose
todo tohis brother: and soput away the evil fromamongyou. 20And the rest
of the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear, and never again do such evil
among you. 21Have no pity; let life be given for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
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20
1Whenyou go out towar against other nations, and come face to facewith

horses and war-carriages and armies greater in number than yourselves,
have no fear of them: for the Lord your God is with you, who took you up
out of the land of Egypt. 2Andwhen you are on the point of attacking, let the
priest come forward and say to the people, 3Give ear, O Israel: today you are
going forward to the fight; let your heart be strong; do not let uncontrolled
fear overcomeyoubecause of thosewhoare against you; 4For the Lord your
God goeswith you, fighting for you to give you salvation from thosewho are
against you. 5And let the overseers say to thepeople, If there is anymanwho
has made for himself a new house and has not gone into it, let him go back
to his house, so that in the event of his death in the fight, another may not
take his house for himself. 6Or if any man has made a vine-garden without
taking the first-fruits of it, let him go back to his house, so that in the event
of his death in the fight, anothermay not be the first tomake use of the fruit.
7Or if anyman is newlymarried and has had no sex relations with his wife,
let him go back to his house, so that in the event of his death in the fight,
another man may not take her. 8 And let the overseers go on to say to the
people, If there is any man whose heart is feeble with fear, let him go back
to his house before he makes the hearts of his countrymen feeble. 9 Then,
after saying these words to the people, let the overseers put captains over
the army. 10When you come to a town, before attacking it, make an offer of
peace. 11 And if it gives you back an answer of peace, opening its doors to
you, then all the people in itmay be put to forcedwork as your servants. 12 If
however it will notmake peacewith you, butwar, then let it be shut in on all
sides: 13Andwhen the Lord your God has given it into your hands, let every
male in it be put to death withoutmercy. 14But the women and the children
and the cattle and everything in the townandall itswealth, youmay take for
yourselves: the wealth of your haters, which the Lord your God has given
you, will be your food. 15 So you are to do to all the towns far away, which
arenot the townsof thesenations. 16But in the townsof thesepeopleswhose
land the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, let no living thing
be kept from death: 17 Give them up to the curse; the Hittite, the Amorite,
the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the Lord your
God has given you orders: 18So that youmay not take themas your example
and do all the disgusting things which they do in the worship of their gods,
so sinning against the Lord your God. 19 If in war a town is shut in by your
armies for a long time, do not let its trees be cut down and made waste; for
their fruit will be your food; are the trees of the countryside men for you to
takeup arms against them? 20Only those treeswhich you are certain are not
used for foodmay be cut down and put to destruction: and you are to make
walls of attack against the town till it is taken.

21
1 If, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you come across

the dead body of a man in the open country, and you have no idea who has
put him to death: 2Then your responsible men and your judges are to come
out, and give orders for the distance from the dead body to the towns round
about it to be measured; 3 And whichever town is nearest to the body, the
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responsible men of that town are to take from the herd a young cow which
has never been used for work or put under the yoke; 4And they are to take
the cow intoavalleywhere there isflowingwater, andwhich isnotploughed
or planted, and there the neck of the cow is to be broken: 5Then the priests,
the sonsofLevi, are to comenear; for theyhavebeenmarkedoutby theLord
yourGod tobehis servants and to giveblessings in thenameof theLord; and
by their decision every argument and every blow is to be judged: 6And all
the responsiblemen of that townwhich is nearest to the deadman,washing
their hands over the cow whose neck was broken in the valley, 7Will say,
This death is not thework of our hands and our eyes have not seen it. 8Have
mercy, O Lord, on your people Israel whom you have made free, and take
away from your people the crime of a death without cause. Then they will
no longer be responsible for the man's death. 9 So you will take away the
crime of a death without cause from among you, when you do what is right
in the eyes of the Lord. 10When you go out to war against other nations,
and the Lord your God gives them up into your hands and you take them
as prisoners; 11 If among the prisoners you see a beautiful woman and it is
your desire tomake her your wife; 12Then take her back to your house; and
let her hair and her nails be cut; 13 And let her take off the dress in which
she was made prisoner and go on living in your house and weeping for her
father andmother for a full month: and after that you may go in to her and
beherhusbandand shewill be yourwife. 14But if youhavenodelight inher,
you are to let her gowherever shewill; youmay not take a price for her as if
she was your property, for you havemade use of her for your pleasure. 15 If
a man has two wives, one greatly loved and the other hated, and the two of
them have had children by him; and if the first son is the child of the hated
wife: 16 Then when he gives his property to his sons for their heritage, he
is not to put the son of his loved one in the place of the first son, the son of
the hated wife: 17 But he is to give his first son his birthright, and twice as
great a part of his property: for he is the first-fruits of his strength and the
right of the first son is his. 18 If a man has a son who is hard-hearted and
uncontrolled, who gives no attention to the voice of his father and mother,
and will not be ruled by them, though they give him punishment: 19 Then
let his father and mother take him to the responsible men of the town, to
the public place; 20 And say to them, This son of ours is hard-hearted and
uncontrolled, hewill not give attention to us; he gives himself up to pleasure
and strong drink. 21 Then he is to be stoned to death by all the men of the
town: so youare toput away the evil fromamongyou; andall Israel, hearing
of it, will be full of fear. 22 If aman does a crime for which the punishment is
death, and he is put to death by hanging him on a tree; 23Do not let his body
be on the tree all night, but put it to rest in the earth the same day; for the
man who undergoes hanging is cursed by God; so do not make unclean the
land which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage.

22
1 If you see your brother's ox or his sheepwandering, do not go bywithout

helping, but take them back to your brother. 2 If their owner is not near,
or if you are not certain who he is, then take the beast to your house and
keep it till its owner comes in search of it, and then you are to give it back
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to him. 3Do the same with his ass or his robe or anything which has gone
from your brother's keeping and which you have come across: do not keep
it to yourself. 4 If you see your brother's ox or his ass falling down on the
road, do not go by without giving him help in lifting it up again. 5 It is not
right for a woman to be dressed in man's clothing, or for a man to put on a
woman's robe: whoever does such things is disgusting to the Lord your God.
6 If by chance you see a place which a bird hasmade for itself in a tree or on
the earth, with young ones or eggs, and themother bird seated on the young
onesoron theeggs, donot take themotherbirdwith theyoung: 7See thatyou
let themother bird go, but the young ones youmay take; so it will bewell for
you and your life will be long. 8 If you are building a house, make a railing
for the roof, so that the blood of any man falling from it will not come on
your house. 9Do not have your vine-garden planted with two sorts of seed:
or all of itmaybecomea loss, the seedyouhaveput in aswell as the increase.
10Do not do your ploughing with an ox and an ass yoked together. 11Do not
have clothingmade of two sorts of thread, wool and linen together. 12On the
four edges of your robe, with which your body is covered, put ornaments of
twisted threads. 13 If anyman takes a wife, and having had connection with
her, has no delight in her, 14And says evil things about her and gives her a
bad name, saying, I took this woman, and when I had connection with her
it was clear to me that she was not a virgin: 15 Then let the girl's father and
mother put before the responsiblemenof the town, in thepublic place, signs
that the girl was a virgin: 16 And let the girl's father say to the responsible
men, I gave my daughter to this man for his wife, but he has no love for
her; 17And now he has put shame on her, saying that she is not a virgin; but
here is the sign that she is a virgin. Then they are to put her clothing before
the responsible men of the town. 18 Then the responsible men of the town
are to give the man his punishment; 19 They will take from him a hundred
shekels of silver, which are to be given to the father of the girl, because he
has given an evil name to a virgin of Israel: she will go on being his wife, he
may never put her away all his life. 20 But if what he has said is true, and
she is seen to be not a virgin, 21 Then they are to make the girl come to the
door of her father's house and she will be stoned to death by the men of the
town, because she has done evil andput shameon Israel, by acting as a loose
woman in her father's house: so you are to put away evil from among you.
22 If a man is taken in the act of going in to a married woman, the two of
them, the man as well as the woman, are to be put to death: so you are to
put away the evil from Israel. 23 If a young virgin has given her word to be
married to aman, andanothermanmeetingher in the town, has connection
with her; 24Then you are to take the two of them to the doorway of the town,
and have them stoned to death; the young virgin, because she gave no cry
for help, though it was in the town, and the man, because he has put shame
on his neighbour's wife: so you are to put away evil from among you. 25But
if the man, meeting such a virgin in the open country, takes her by force,
then only theman is to be put to death; 26Nothing is to be done to the virgin,
because there is no cause of death in her: it is the same as if a man made
an attack on his neighbour and put him to death: 27 For he came across her
in the open country, and there was no one to come to the help of the virgin
in answer to her cry. 28 If a man sees a young virgin, who has not given her
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word to bemarried to anyone, and he takes her by force and has connection
with her, and discovery is made of it; 29 Then the man will have to give the
virgin's father fifty shekels of silver and make her his wife, because he has
put shame on her; he may never put her away all his life. 30Amanmay not
take his father's wife or have sex relationswith awomanwho is his father's.

23
1 No man whose private parts have been wounded or cut off may come

into the meeting of the Lord's people. 2 One whose father and mother are
not married may not come into the meeting of the Lord's people, or any
of his family to the tenth generation. 3No Ammonite or Moabite or any of
their people to the tenth generationmay come into themeeting of the Lord's
people: 4Because they gave you no bread or water on your way, when you
came out of Egypt: and they got Balaam, the son of Peor, from Pethor in
Aram-naharaim toput curses onyou. 5But theLordyourGodwouldnot give
ear to Balaam, but let the curse be changed into a blessing to you, because of
his love for you. 6 Do nothing for their peace or well-being for ever. 7 But
have no hate for an Edomite, because he is your brother, or for an Egyptian,
for you were living in his land. 8Their children in the third generation may
come into themeeting of theLord's people. 9Whenyougoout towarandput
your tents in position, keep from every evil thing. 10 If any man among you
becomes unclean through anythingwhich has taken place in the night, he is
to go out from the tent-circle and keep outside it: 11Butwhen evening comes
near, let him take a bath: and after sundown hemay come back to the tents.
12 Let there be a place outside the tent-circle to which you may go; 13 And
have among your arms a spade; and when you have been to that place, let
that which comes from you be covered up with earth: 14 For the Lord your
God is walking among your tents, to keep you safe and to give up into your
hands thosewho are fighting against you; then let your tents be holy, so that
hemay seenounclean thingamongyou, andbe turnedaway fromyou. 15Do
not give back to his master a servant who has gone in flight from his master
and come to you: 16 Let him go on living among you in whatever place is
most pleasing to him: do not be hard on him. 17No daughter of Israel is to
let herself be used as a loosewoman for a strange god, and no son of Israel is
to give himself to a man. 18Do not take into the house of the Lord your God,
as an offering for an oath, the price of a loose woman or themoney given to
oneused for sexpurposes in theworshipof the gods: for these two things are
disgusting to the Lord your God. 19Do not take interest from an Israelite on
anything,moneyor foodoranyothergoods,whichyou lethimhave: 20From
menof other nations youmay take interest, but not froman Israelite: so that
the blessing of the Lord your God may be on everything to which you put
your hand, in the landwhich you are about to take as yourheritage. 21When
you take an oath to the Lord, do not be slow to give effect to it: for without
doubt the Lord your God will make you responsible, and will put it to your
account as sin. 22 But if you take no oath, there will be no sin. 23Whatever
your lips have said, see that you do it; for you gave your word freely to the
Lord your God. 24When you go into your neighbour's vine-garden, youmay
take of his grapes at your pleasure, but youmay not take them away in your
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vessel. 25When you go into your neighbour's field, you may take the heads
of grain with your hand; but youmay not put your blade to his grain.

24
1 If aman takes awife, and after they aremarried she is unpleasing to him

because of some bad quality in her, let him give her a statement in writing
and sendher away fromhis house. 2Andwhen shehas gone away fromhim,
shemaybecomeanotherman'swife. 3And if the secondhusbandhasno love
for her and, giving her a statement in writing, sends her away; or if death
comes to the secondhusband towhomshewasmarried; 4Herfirst husband,
who had sent her away, may not take her back after she has been wife to
another; for that is disgusting to the Lord: and you are not to be a cause of
sin in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage. 5A
newly married man will not have to go out with the army or undertake any
business, but may be free for one year, living in his house for the comfort of
hiswife. 6Noone is to take, on account of a debt, the stoneswithwhich grain
is crushed: for in doing so he takes a man's living. 7 If a man takes by force
one of his countrymen, the children of Israel, using him as his property or
getting a price for him, that thief is to be put to death: so you are to put away
evil from among you. 8 In connection with the leper's disease, take care to
keep and do every detail of the teaching of the priests, the Levites: as I gave
them orders, so you are to do. 9Keep inmindwhat the Lord your God did to
Miriam on the way, when you came out of Egypt. 10 If you let your brother
have the use of anything which is yours, do not go into his house and take
anything of his as a sign of his debt; 11But keep outside till he comes out and
gives it to you. 12 If he is a poorman, do not keep his property all night; 13But
be certain to give it back to him when the sun goes down, so that he may
have his clothing for sleeping in, andwill give you his blessing: and this will
be put to your account as righteousness before the Lord your God. 14Do not
behardona servantwho ispoorand inneed, if he is oneof your countrymen
or a man from another nation living with you in your land. 15Give him his
payment day by day, not keeping it back over night; for he is poor and his
living is dependent on it; and if his cry against you comes to the ears of the
Lord, it will be judged as sin in you. 16 Fathers are not to be put to death for
their children or children for their fathers: every man is to be put to death
for the sin which he himself has done. 17Be upright in judging the cause of
theman from a strange country and of himwho has no father; do not take a
widow's clothing on account of a debt: 18But keep in mind that you were a
servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord yourGodmade you free: for this is
why I give you orders to do this. 19Whenyou get in the grain fromyourfield,
if some of the grain has been dropped by chance in the field, do not go back
and get it, but let it be for the man from a strange land, the child without
a father, and the widow: so that the blessing of the Lord your God may be
on all the work of your hands. 20When you are shaking the fruit from your
olive-trees, do not go over the branches a second time: let some be for the
man froma strange land, the childwithout a father, and thewidow. 21When
you are pulling the grapes from your vines, do not take up thosewhich have
beendropped; let thembe for theman froma strange land, the childwithout
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a father, and the widow. 22Keep inmind that youwere a servant in the land
of Egypt: for this is why I give you orders to do this.

25
1 If there is anargumentbetweenmenand theygo to lawwithoneanother,

let the judges give their decision for the upright, and against thewrongdoer.
2And if thewrongdoer is toundergopunishmentbywhipping, the judgewill
give orders for him to go down on his face and be whipped before him, the
number of the blows being in relation to his crime. 3Hemay be given forty
blows, not more; for if more are given, your brother may be shamed before
you. 4Do not keep the ox from taking the grain when he is crushing it. 5 If
brothers are living together and one of them, at his death, has no son, the
wife of the deadman is not to bemarried outside the family to anotherman:
let her husband's brother go in to her and make her his wife, doing as it is
right for a brother-in-law to do. 6Then the first male child she has will take
the rights of the brother who is dead, so that his name may not come to an
end in Israel. 7 But if the man says he will not take his brother's wife, then
let the wife go to the responsible men of the town, and say, My husband's
brotherwillnotkeephisbrother'sname living in Israel; hewillnotdowhat it
is right for ahusband's brother todo. 8Then the responsiblemenof the town
will send for the man, and have talk with him: and if he still says, I will not
take her; 9Then his brother's wife is to come to him, before the responsible
men of the town, and take his shoe off his foot, and put shame on him, and
say, So let it be done to themanwhowill not take care of his brother's name.
10And his family will be named in Israel, The house of him whose shoe has
been takenoff. 11 If twomenarefighting, and thewifeofoneof them, coming
to thehelpofherhusband, takes theotherby theprivateparts; 12Herhand is
tobe cut off; havenopity onher. 13Donothave inyourbagdifferentweights,
a great and a small; 14 Or in your house different measures, a great and a
small. 15 But have a true weight and a true measure: so that your life may
be long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 16For all who do
such things, and all whose ways are not upright, are disgusting to the Lord
your God. 17Keep inmindwhat Amalek did to you on your way from Egypt;
18How, meeting you on the way, he made an attack on you when you were
tired and without strength, cutting off all the feeble ones at the end of your
line; and the fear of God was not in him. 19 So when the Lord your God has
given you rest from all who are against you on every side, in the landwhich
the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, see to it that the memory
of Amalek is cut off from the earth; keep this in mind.

26
1Nowwhen you have come into the land which the Lord is giving you for

your heritage, and you have made it yours and are living in it; 2 You are
to take a part of the first-fruits of the earth, which you get from the land
which the Lord your God is giving you, and put it in a basket, and go to the
place marked out by the Lord your God, as the resting-place of his name.
3 And you are to come to him who is priest at that time, and say to him, I
give witness today before the Lord your God, that I have come into the land
which the Lordmade an oath to our fathers to give us. 4Then the priest will
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take the basket from your hand and put it down in front of the altar of the
Lord yourGod. 5And these are thewordswhich youwill say before the Lord
your God: My father was a wandering Aramaean, and he went down with
a small number of people into Egypt; there he became a great and strong
nation: 6And the Egyptianswere cruel to us, crushing us under a hard yoke:
7 And our cry went up to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord's
ear was open to the voice of our cry, and his eyes took note of our grief and
the crushing weight of our work: 8 And the Lord took us out of Egypt with
a strong hand and a stretched-out arm, with works of power and signs and
wonders: 9 And he has been our guide to this place, and has given us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now, I have come here with
thefirst of the fruits of the earthwhichyou,OLord, have givenme. Thenyou
will put it down before the Lord your God and give himworship: 11And you
will have joy in every good thing which the Lord your God has given to you
and to your family; and the Levite, and the man from a strange land who
is with you, will take part in your joy. 12When you have taken out a tenth
from the tenth of all your produce in the third year, which is the year when
this has to be done, give it to the Levite, and the man from a strange land,
and the child without a father, and thewidow, so that theymay have food in
your towns and be full; 13And say before the Lord your God, I have taken all
the holy things out of my house and have given them to the Levite, and the
man from a strange land, and himwho has no father, and thewidow, as you
have given me orders: I have kept in mind all your orders, in nothing have
I gone against them: 14No part of these things has been used for food in a
time of weeping, or put away when I was unclean, or given for the dead: I
have given ear to the voice of the Lord my God, and have done all you have
given me orders to do. 15 So, looking down from your holy place in heaven,
send your blessing on your people Israel and on the land which you have
givenus, as you said in youroath to our fathers, a landflowingwithmilk and
honey. 16 Today the Lord your God gives you orders to keep all these laws
and decisions: so then keep and do them with all your heart and all your
soul. 17 Today you have given witness that the Lord is your God, and that
you will go in his ways and keep his laws and his orders and his decisions
and give ear to his voice: 18And the Lord has made it clear this day that you
are a special people to him, as he gave youhisword; and that you are to keep
all his orders; 19And that he will make you high over all the nations he has
made, in praise, in name, and in honour, and that you are to be a holy people
to the Lord your God as he has said.

27
1 Then Moses and the responsible men of Israel gave the people these

orders: Keep all the orderswhich I have given you this day; 2And on the day
whenyougoover Jordan into the landwhich theLordyourGod is givingyou,
put up great stones, coating themwith building-paste, 3Andwriting on them
all the words of this law, after you have gone over; so that you may take the
heritagewhich theLordyourGod is giving you, a landflowingwithmilk and
honey, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said. 4And when you have
gone over Jordan, you are to put up these stones, as I have said to you today,
inMount Ebal, and have them coatedwith building-paste. 5There you are to
make an altar to the Lord your God, of stones on which no iron instrument



Deuteronomy 27:6 213 Deuteronomy 28:10

has been used. 6 You are to make the altar of the Lord your God of uncut
stones; offering on it burned offerings to the Lord yourGod: 7And you are to
makeyourpeace-offerings, feasting therewith joybefore theLordyourGod.
8And put on the stones all the words of this law, writing them very clearly.
9ThenMoses and the priests, the Levites, said to all Israel, Be quiet and give
ear, O Israel; today you have become the people of the Lord your God. 10For
this cause you are to give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and do his
orders and his laws which I give you this day. 11 That same day Moses said
to the people, 12These are to take their places onMount Gerizim for blessing
thepeoplewhenyouhavegoneover Jordan: SimeonandLeviand Judahand
Issachar and Joseph and Benjamin; 13And these are to be onMount Ebal for
the curse: Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 14Then
the Levites are to say in a loud voice to all the men of Israel, 15Cursed is the
manwhomakes any image ofwoodor stone ormetal, disgusting to theLord,
the work of man's hands, and puts it up in secret. And let all the people say,
So be it. 16 Cursed is he who does not give honour to his father or mother.
And let all the people say, So be it. 17Cursed is he who takes his neighbour's
landmark from its place. And let all the people say, So be it. 18 Cursed is he
by whom the blind are turned out of the way. And let all the people say, So
be it. 19Cursed is hewho gives awrong decision in the cause of aman froma
strange land, or of onewithout a father, or of a widow. And let all the people
say, So be it. 20Cursed is he who has sex relations with his father's wife, for
he has put shame on his father. And let all the people say, So be it. 21Cursed
is he who has sex relations with any sort of beast. And let all the people say,
So be it. 22Cursed is he who has sex relations with his sister, the daughter of
his father or of his mother. And let all the people say, So be it. 23Cursed is he
who has sex relations with his mother-in-law. And let all the people say, So
be it. 24 Cursed is he who takes his neighbour's life secretly. And let all the
people say, So be it. 25Cursed is he who for a reward puts to death one who
has done no wrong. And let all the people say, So be it. 26 Cursed is he who
does not take this law to heart to do it. And let all the people say, So be it.

28
1Now if you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and keepwith care

all these orders which I have given you today, then the Lord your God will
put you high over all the nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings will
come on you and overtake you, if your ears are open to the voice of the Lord
your God. 3A blessing will be on you in the town, and a blessing in the field.
4Ablessingwill be on the fruit of your body, and on the fruit of your land, on
the fruit of your cattle, the increaseof yourherd, and theyoungof yourflock.
5Ablessingwill be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 6Ablessingwill
beonyour coming inandonyourgoingout. 7By thepowerof theLord, those
who take arms against youwill be overcome before you: they will come out
against you one way, and will go in flight from you seven ways. 8 The Lord
will send his blessing on your store-houses and on everything to which you
put your hand: his blessing will be on you in the land which the Lord your
God is giving you. 9The Lordwill keep you as a people holy to himself, as he
has said to you in his oath, if you keep the orders of the Lord your God and
go onwalking in hisways. 10And all the peoples of the earthwill see that the
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name of the Lord is on you, and they will go in fear of you. 11And the Lord
will make you fertile in every good thing, in the fruit of your body, and the
fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of your fields, in the landwhich the Lord, by
his oath to your fathers, said he would give you. 12Opening his store-house
in heaven, the Lordwill send rain on your land at the right time, blessing all
thework of yourhands: other nationswillmakeuse of yourwealth, and you
will have no need of theirs. 13The Lord will make you the head and not the
tail; and you will ever have the highest place, if you give ear to the orders
of the Lord your God which I give you today, to keep and to do them; 14Not
turningaway fromanyof theorderswhich I give you today, to the right hand
or to the left, or going after any other gods to give themworship. 15But if you
do not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and take care to do all his
orders and his laws which I give you today, then all these curses will come
on you and overtake you: 16 You will be cursed in the town and cursed in
the field. 17 A curse will be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 18 A
curse will be on the fruit of your body, and on the fruit of your land, on the
increase of your cattle, and the young of your flock. 19 You will be cursed
when you come in and cursedwhen you go out. 20The Lordwill send on you
cursing and trouble and punishment in everything to which you put your
hand, till sudden destruction overtakes you; because of your evil ways in
which you have been false tome. 21The Lordwill send disease after disease
on you, till you have been cut off by death from the land to which you are
going. 22The Lordwill sendwasting disease, and burning pain, and flaming
heat against you, keeping back the rain till your land is waste and dead; so
will it be till yourdestruction is complete. 23And theheavenover yourheads
will bebrass, and the earthunder youhardas iron. 24TheLordwillmake the
rain of your land powder and dust, sending it down on you from heaven till
your destruction is complete. 25 The Lord will let you be overcome by your
haters: youwill go out against themoneway, and youwill go in flight before
themsevenways: youwill be the causeof fear amongall thekingdomsof the
earth. 26 Your bodies will be meat for all the birds of the air and the beasts
of the earth; there will be no one to send them away. 27 The Lord will send
on you the disease of Egypt, and other sorts of skin diseases which nothing
will make well. 28He will make your minds diseased, and your eyes blind,
and your hearts wasted with fear: 29You will go feeling your way when the
sun is high, like a blind man for whom all is dark, and nothing will go well
for you: you will be crushed and made poor for ever, and you will have no
saviour. 30Youwill take awife, but anothermanwill have the use of her: the
house which your hands have made will never be your resting-place: you
will make a vine-garden, and never take the fruit of it. 31 Your ox will be
put to death before your eyes, but its flesh will not be your food: your ass
will be violently taken away before your face, and will not be given back to
you: your sheep will be given to your haters, and there will be no saviour
for you. 32 Your sons and your daughters will be given to another people,
and your eyes will be wasted away with looking and weeping for them all
the day: and youwill have no power to do anything. 33The fruit of your land
and all the work of your hands will be food for a nation which is strange to
you and to your fathers; you will only be crushed down and kept under for
ever: 34 So that the things which your eyes have to see will send you out of
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your minds. 35 The Lord will send a skin disease, attacking your knees and
your legs, bursting out fromyour feet to the top of your head, so that nothing
will make you well. 36And you, and the king whom you have put over you,
will the Lord take away to a nation strange to you and to your fathers; there
youwill be servants to other gods ofwoodand stone. 37Andyouwill become
a wonder and a name of shame among all the nations where the Lord will
take you. 38Youwill takemuch seed out into the field, and get little in; for the
locustwill get it. 39Youwill put invinesand takecareof them,butyouwill get
no wine or grapes from them; for they will be food for worms. 40Your land
will be full of olive-trees, but therewill benooil for the comfort of yourbody;
for your olive-treewill give no fruit. 41Youwill have sons anddaughters, but
they will not be yours; for they will go away prisoners into a strange land.
42 All your trees and the fruit of your land will be the locust's. 43 The man
from a strange land who is living among you will be lifted up higher and
higher over you, while you go down lower and lower. 44Hewill let you have
hiswealthat interest, andwill havenoneedof yours: hewill be theheadand
you the tail. 45And all these curseswill come after you and overtake you, till
your destruction is complete; because you did not give ear to the voice of the
Lord your God, or keep his laws and his orders which he gave you: 46These
thingswill comeonyouandonyour seed, to be a sign andawonder for ever;
47Because you did not give honour to the Lord your God, worshipping him
gladly, with joy in your hearts on account of all your wealth of good things;
48For this cause youwill become servants to thosewhom the Lord your God
will send against you, without food and drink and clothing, and in need of
all things: andhewill put a yoke of iron on yourneck till he has put an end to
you. 49The Lordwill send a nation against you from the farthest ends of the
earth, comingwith the flight of an eagle; a nationwhose language is strange
to you; 50A hard-faced nation, whowill have no respect for the old ormercy
for theyoung: 51Hewill take the fruit of yourcattleandofyour land till death
puts anend toyou: hewill let youhavenothingof yourgrainorwineoroil or
any of the increase of your cattle or the young of your flock, till he hasmade
your destruction complete. 52 Your towns will be shut in by his armies, till
your high walls, in which you put your faith, have come down: his armies
will be round your towns, through all your land which the Lord your God
has given you. 53 And your food will be the fruit of your body, the flesh of
the sons and daughters which the Lord your God has given you; because of
your bitter need and the cruel grip of your haters. 54 That man among you
who is soft and used to comfort will be hard and cruel to his brother, and to
his dearwife, and to of those his childrenwho are still living; 55Andwill not
give to any of them the flesh of his children which will be his food because
he has no other; in the cruel grip of your haters on all your towns. 56 The
most soft and delicate of your women, who would not so much as put her
foot on the earth, so delicate is she, will be hard-hearted to her husband and
to her son and to her daughter; 57And to her baby newly come to birth, and
to the children of her body; for having no other food, she will make a meal
of them secretly, because of her bitter need and the cruel grip of your haters
on all your towns. 58 If you will not take care to do all the words of this law,
recorded in this book, honouring that name of glory and of fear, THE LORD
YOUR GOD; 59Then the Lord your God will make your punishment, and the
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punishment of your seed, a thing to bewondered at; great punishments and
cruel diseases stretching on through long years. 60Hewill send on you again
all the diseases of Egypt,whichwere a cause of fear to you, and theywill take
you in their grip. 61 And all the diseases and the pains not recorded in the
book of this law will the Lord send on you till your destruction is complete.
62And you will become a very small band, though your numbers were like
the stars of heaven; because youdidnot give ear to thevoice of theLordyour
God. 63Andas theLord tookdelight in doing you goodand increasing you, so
the Lord will take pleasure in cutting you off and causing your destruction,
and youwill be uprooted from the landwhich you are about to take as your
heritage. 64And the Lord will send you wandering among all peoples, from
one end of the earth to the other: there you will be servants to other gods,
of wood and stone, gods of which you and your fathers had no knowledge.
65And even among these nations there will be no peace for you, and no rest
for your feet: but the Lord will give you there a shaking heart and wasting
eyes andweariness of soul: 66Your very life will be hanging in doubt before
you, and day and night will be dark with fears, and nothing in life will be
certain: 67 In themorning youwill say, If only itwas evening! Andat evening
youwill say, If onlymorningwould come! Because of the fear in your hearts
and the things which your eyes will see. 68And the Lord will take you back
to Egypt again in ships, by the way of which I said to you, You will never see
it again: there youwill be offering yourselves as men-servants andwomen-
servants to your haters for a price, and nomanwill take you.

29
1 These are the words of the agreement which Moses was ordered by the

Lord to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, in addition to
the agreement which he made with them in Horeb. 2And Moses said in the
hearing of all Israel, You have seen all the Lord did before your eyes in the
land of Egypt to Pharaoh and to all his servants and all his land; 3The great
tests which your eyes saw, and the signs and wonders: 4 But even to this
day the Lord has not given you a mind open to knowledge, or seeing eyes
or hearing ears. 5 For forty years I have been your guide through the waste
land: your clothing has not becomeold on your backs, or your shoes on your
feet. 6 You have had no bread, or wine, or strong drink: so that you might
see that I am the Lord your God. 7When you came to this place, Sihon, king
of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan, came out to make war against us and
we overcame them: 8And we took their land and gave it to the Reubenites
and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, for their heritage. 9 So keep
the words of this agreement and do them, so that it may be well for you
in everything you do. 10 You have come here today, all of you, before the
Lord your God; the heads of your tribes, the overseers, and thosewho are in
authority over you, with all the men of Israel, 11 And your little ones, your
wives, and the men of other lands who are with you in your tents, down to
thewood-cutter and the servantwho getswater for you: 12With the purpose
of taking part in the agreement of the Lord your God, and his oath which he
makes with you today: 13 And so that he may make you his people today,
and be your God, as he has said to you, and as he made an oath to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 14And not with you only do I make this
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agreement and this oath; 15 But with everyone who is here with us today
before the Lord our God, as well as with those who are not here: 16 (For you
have in mind how we were living in the land of Egypt; and how we came
through all the nations whichwere on yourway; 17And you have seen their
disgusting doings, and the images of wood and stone and silver and gold
which were among them:) 18 So that there may not be among you any man
or woman or family or tribe whose heart is turned away from the Lord our
God today, to go after other gods and give themworship; or any root among
you whose fruit is poison and bitter sorrow; 19 If such a man, hearing the
words of this oath, takes comfort in the thought that hewill have peace even
if he goes on in the pride of his heart, takingwhatever chancemay give him:
20 The Lord will have no mercy on him, but the wrath of the Lord will be
burning against that man, and all the curses recorded in this book will be
waiting for him, and the Lord will take away his name completely from the
earth. 21He will be marked out by the Lord, from all the tribes of Israel, for
an evil fate, in keeping with all the curses of the agreement recorded in this
book of the law. 22And future generations, your children coming after you,
and travellers from far countries, will say, when they see the punishments
of that land and the diseaseswhich the Lord has sent on it; 23And that all the
land is a salt and smoking waste, not planted or giving fruit or clothed with
grass, butwasted like SodomandGomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, onwhich
the Lord sent destruction in the heat of his wrath: 24 Truly all the nations
will say, Why has the Lord done so to this land? what is the reason for this
great and burning wrath? 25 Then men will say, Because they gave up the
agreement of the Lord, the God of their fathers, which he made with them
when he took them out of the land of Egypt: 26 And they went after other
gods and gave themworship, gods whowere strange to them, andwhomhe
had not given them: 27And so the wrath of the Lord wasmoved against this
land, to send on it all the curse recorded in this book: 28Rooting them out of
their land, in the heat of his wrath and passion, and driving them out into
another land, as at this day. 29The secret things are the Lord our God's: but
the things which have beenmade clear are ours and our children's for ever,
so that wemay do all the words of this law.

30
1Nowwhen all these things have come on you, the blessing and the curse

which I have put before you, if the thought of them comes back to your
minds, when you are living among the nationswhere the Lord your God has
sent you, 2And your hearts are turned again to the Lord your God, and you
give ear to his word which I give you today, you and your children, with all
your heart and with all your soul: 3 Then the Lord will have pity on you,
changing your fate, and taking you back again from among all the nations
where you have been forced to go. 4Even if those who have been forced out
are living in the farthest part of heaven, the Lord your Godwill go in search
of you, and take you back; 5Placing you again in the land of your fathers as
your heritage; and he will do you good, increasing you till you are more in
number than your fathers were. 6 And the Lord your God will give to you
and to your seed a circumcision of the heart, so that, loving him with all
your heart and all your soul, you may have life. 7 And the Lord your God
will put all these curses on those who are against you, and on your haters
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who put a cruel yoke on you. 8And youwill again give ear to the voice of the
Lord, anddo all his orderswhich I have given you today. 9And the Lord your
Godwillmake you fertile in all good things, blessing thework of your hands,
and the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of your
land: for the Lord will have joy in you, as he had in your fathers: 10 If you
give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, keeping his orders and his laws
which are recorded in this book of the law, and turning to the Lord yourGod
with all your heart and with all your soul. 11 For these orders which I have
given you today are not strange and secret, and are not far away. 12They are
not in heaven, for you to say, Who will go up to heaven for us and give us
knowledge of them so that we may do them? 13And they are not across the
sea, for you to say, Who will go over the sea for us and give us news of them
so thatwemaydo them? 14But theword is verynear you, in yourmouth and
in your heart, so that you may do it. 15 See, I have put before you today, life
and good, and death and evil; 16 In giving you orders today to have love for
the Lord yourGod, to go in hisways and keep his laws andhis orders andhis
decisions, so that youmayhave life andbe increased, and that theblessingof
the Lord yourGodmaybewith you in the landwhere youare going, the land
of your heritage. 17But if your heart is turned away and your ear is shut, and
you go after those who would make you servants and worshippers of other
gods: 18 I give witness against you this day that destruction will certainly be
your fate, andyourdayswill be cut short in the landwhereyouaregoing, the
land of your heritage on the other side of Jordan. 19Let heaven and earth be
my witnesses against you this day that I have put before you life and death,
a blessing and a curse: so take life for yourselves and for your seed: 20 In
loving the Lord your God, hearing his voice and being true to him: for he is
your life and by him will your days be long: so that you may go on living in
the landwhich the Lord gave by an oath to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.

31
1 So Moses said all these things to Israel. 2Then he said to them, I am now

a hundred and twenty years old; I am no longer able to go out and come
in: and the Lord has said to me, You are not to go over Jordan. 3 The Lord
your God, he will go over before you; he will send destruction on all those
nations, and you will take their land as your heritage: and Joshua will go
over at your head as the Lord has said. 4The Lord will do to them as he did
to Sihon and to Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, whomhe put
to destruction. 5The Lord will give them up into your hands, and you are to
do to them as I have given you orders. 6Be strong and take heart, and have
no fear of them: for it is the Lord your God who is going with you; he will
not take away his help from you. 7 Then Moses sent for Joshua, and before
the eyes of all Israel said to him, Be strong and take heart: for you are to go
with this people into the land which the Lord, by his oath to their fathers,
has given them; by your help they will take it for their heritage. 8 It is the
Lord who goes before you; he will be with you, he will not take away his
help from you or give you up: so have no fear. 9 Then Moses put all this
law in writing, and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who take up the
ark of the Lord's agreement, and to all the responsible men of Israel. 10And
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Moses said to them, At the end of every seven years, at the time fixed for the
ending of debts, at the feast of tents, 11When all Israel has come before the
Lord your God in the place named by him, let a reading be given of this law
in the hearing of all Israel. 12Make all the people come together, men and
women and children, and anyone from another countrywho is with you, so
thathearing theymaybecomewise in the fearof theLordyourGod, and take
care to do all the words of this law; 13And so that your children, to whom it
is new, may give ear and be trained in the fear of the Lord your God, while
you are living in the land which you are going over Jordan to take for your
heritage. 14 At that time the Lord said to Moses, The day of your death is
near: send for Joshua, and come to the Tent of meeting so that I may give
him his orders. SoMoses and Joshuawent to the Tent of meeting. 15And the
Lord was seen in the Tent in a pillar of cloud resting by the door of the Tent.
16And the Lord said to Moses, Now you are going to rest with your fathers;
and this people will be false tome, uniting themselves to the strange gods of
the land where they are going; they will be turned away from me and will
not keep the agreement I havemadewith them. 17 In that daymywrathwill
be moved against them, and I will be turned away from them, veiling my
face from them, and destructionwill overtake them, and unnumbered evils
and troubles will come on them; so that in that day they will say, Have not
these evils come on us because our God is not with us? 18Truly, my face will
be turned away from them in that day, because of all the evil they have done
in going after other gods. 19Make then this song for yourselves, teaching it
to the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, so that this song may be a
witness for me against the children of Israel. 20For when I have taken them
into the landnamed inmyoath to their fathers, a landflowingwithmilk and
honey, and theyhavemade themselves full of foodandare fat, then theywill
be turned to other gods andwill give themworship, no longer honouringme
or keepingmy agreement. 21Thenwhen evils and troubles without number
have overtaken them, this song will be a witness to them, for the words of it
will be clear in the memories of their children: for I see the thoughts which
aremoving in their hearts even now, before I have taken them into the land
of my oath. 22 So that same day Moses made this song, teaching it to the
children of Israel. 23Then he gave orders to Joshua, the son of Nun, saying to
him, Be strong and take heart: for you are to go at the head of the children of
Israel into the landwhich Imadeanoath to give them; and Iwill bewith you.
24Nowafterwriting all thewords of this law in a book till the record of them
was complete, 25Moses said to the Levites who were responsible for taking
up the ark of the Lord's agreement, 26 Take this book of the law and put it
by the ark of the Lord's agreement, so that it may be a witness against you.
27 For I have knowledge of your hard and uncontrolled hearts: even now,
while I am still living, youwill not be ruled by the Lord; howmuch less after
my death? 28Get together before me all those who are in authority in your
tribes, and your overseers, so that I may say these things in their hearing,
and make heaven and earth my witnesses against them. 29 For I am certain
that after my death you will give yourselves up to sin, wandering from the
way which I have given you; and evil will overtake you in the end, because
you will do evil in the eyes of the Lord, moving him to wrath by the work of
your hands. 30Then in the hearing of all themeeting of Israel,Moses said the
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words of this song, to the end.

32
1Give ear, O heavens, to my voice; let the earth take note of the words of

mymouth: 2My teaching is dropping like rain, coming down like dewon the
fields; like rain on the young grass and showers on the garden plants: 3 For
I will give honour to the name of the Lord: let our God be named great. 4He
is the Rock, complete is his work; for all his ways are righteousness: a God
without evil who keeps faith, true and upright is he. 5 They have become
false, they are not his children, the mark of sin is on them; they are an evil
and hard-hearted generation. 6 Is this your answer to the Lord, O foolish
people and unwise? Is he not your father who has given you life? He has
made you and given you your place. 7 Keep in mind the days of the past,
give thought to the years of generations gone by: go to your father and he
will make it clear to you, to the old men and they will give you the story.
8When theMostHigh gave thenations their heritage, separating into groups
the children of men, he had the limits of the peoples marked out, keeping
in mind the number of the children of Israel. 9 For the Lord's wealth is his
people; Jacob is the land of his heritage. 10He came to him in thewaste land,
in the unpeopled waste of sand: putting his arms round him and caring for
him, he kept him as the light of his eye. 11As an eagle, teaching her young
to make their flight, with her wings outstretched over them, takes them up
on her strong feathers: 12 So the Lord only was his guide, no other god was
with him. 13 He put him on the high places of the earth, his food was the
increaseof thefield; honeyhegavehimout of the rockandoil out of thehard
rock; 14Butter from his cows andmilk from his sheep, with fat of lambs and
sheep of Bashan, and goats, and the heart of the grain; and for your drink,
wine from the blood of the grape. 15 But Jeshurun became fat and would
not be controlled: you have become fat, you are thick and full of food: then
he was untrue to the God who made him, giving no honour to the Rock of
his salvation. 16 The honour which was his they gave to strange gods; by
their disgusting ways he was moved to wrath. 17 They made offerings to
evil spirits which were not God, to gods who were strange to them, which
had newly come up, not feared by your fathers. 18 You have no thought for
the Rock, your father, you have no memory of the God who gave you birth.
19 And the Lord saw with disgust the evil-doing of his sons and daughters.
20 And he said, My face will be veiled from them, I will see what their end
will be: for they are an uncontrolled generation, children in whom is no
faith. 21 They have given my honour to that which is not God, moving me
to wrath with their false worship: I will give their honour to those who are
not a people, moving them to wrath by a foolish nation, 22 For my wrath
is a flaming fire, burning to the deep parts of the underworld, burning up
the earth with her increase, and firing the deep roots of the mountains. 23 I
will send a rain of troubles on them, my arrows will be showered on them.
24 They will be wasted from need of food, and overcome by burning heat
and bitter destruction; and the teeth of beasts I will send on them, with
the poison of the worms of the dust. 25 Outside they will be cut off by the
sword, and in the inner rooms by fear; death will take the young man and
the virgin, the baby at the breast and the grey-haired man. 26 I said I would
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send them wandering far away, I would make all memory of them go from
theminds ofmen: 27But for the fear that their haters, uplifted in their pride,
might say, Our hand is strong, the Lord has not done all this. 28 For they are
a nation without wisdom; there is no sense in them. 29 If only they were
wise, if only this was clear to them, and they would give thought to their
future! 30 How would it be possible for one to overcome a thousand, and
two to send ten thousand in flight, if their rock had not let them go, if the
Lord had not given them up? 31For their rock is not like our Rock, even our
haters themselves being judges. 32For their vine is the vine of Sodom, from
the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are the grapes of evil, and the berries
are bitter: 33Their wine is the poison of dragons, the cruel poison of snakes.
34 Is not this amongmysecrets, kept safe inmystore-house? 35Punishment is
mine and reward, at the time of the slipping of their feet: for the day of their
downfall is near, suddenwill be their fate. 36For the Lordwill be judge of his
people, he will have pity for his servants; when he sees that their power is
gone, there isnoone, shutupor free. 37Andhewill say,Whereare their gods,
the rock in which they put their faith? 38Who took the fat of their offerings,
and the wine of their drink offering? Let them now come to your help, let
them be your salvation. 39 See now, I myself am he; there is no other god
but me: giver of death and life, wounding andmaking well: and no one has
power to make you free frommy hand. 40 For lifting up my hand to heaven
I say, By my unending life, 41 If I make sharp my shining sword, and my
hand is outstretched for judging, I will give punishment to those who are
against me, and their right reward to my haters. 42 I will make my arrows
red with blood, my sword will be feasting on flesh, with the blood of the
dead and the prisoners, of the long-haired heads of my haters. 43 Be glad,
O you his people, over the nations; for he will take payment for the blood of
his servants, and will give punishment to his haters, and take away the sin
of his land, for his people. 44 So Moses said all the words of this song in the
hearing of the people, he and Hoshea, the son of Nun. 45And after saying all
this to the people, 46Moses said to them, Let the words which I have said to
you today go deep into your hearts, and give orders to your children to do
everyword of this law. 47And this is no small thing for you, but it is your life,
and through this you may make your days long in the land which you are
going over Jordan to take for your heritage. 48 That same day the Lord said
to Moses, 49Go up into this mountain of Abarim, to Mount Nebo in the land
ofMoab opposite Jericho; there youmay see the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the childrenof Israel for theirheritage: 50And let death come toyou
on the mountain where you are going, and be put to rest with your people;
as death came to Aaron, your brother, on Mount Hor, where he was put to
rest with his people: 51 Because of your sin against me before the children
of Israel at the waters of Meribath Kadesh in the waste land of Zin; because
you did not keep my name holy among the children of Israel. 52 So you will
see the land before you, but you will not go into the land which I am giving
to the children of Israel.

33
1Nowthis is theblessingwhichMoses, themanofGod, gave to thechildren

of Israel before his death. 2 He said, The Lord came from Sinai, dawning
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on them from Seir; shining out from Mount Paran, coming from Meribath
Kadesh: from his right hand went flames of fire: his wrath made waste the
peoples. 3All his holy ones are at his hand; they go at his feet; they are lifted
up on his wings. 4Moses gave us a law, a heritage for the people of Jacob.
5 And there was a king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the
tribes of Israel came together. 6 Let life not death be Reuben's, let not the
number of his men be small. 7 And this is the blessing of Judah: he said,
Give ear, O Lord, to the voice of Judah and make him one with his people:
let your hands take up his cause, and be his help against his attackers. 8And
of Levi he said, Give your Thummim to Levi and let the Urim be with your
loved one, whom you put to the test at Massah, with whom you were angry
at the waters of Meribah; 9 Who said of his father, Who is he? and of his
mother, I have not seen her; he kept himself separate from his brothers and
had no knowledge of his children: for they have given ear to your word
and kept your agreement. 10 They will be the teachers of your decisions to
Jacob and of your law to Israel: the burning of perfumes before you will be
their right, and the ordering of burned offerings on your altar. 11 Let your
blessing, O Lord, be on his substance, may thework of his hands be pleasing
to you: may those who take up arms against him and all who have hate for
him, be wounded through the heart, never to be lifted up again. 12 And of
Benjamin he said, Benjamin is the loved one of the Lord, he will be kept
safe at all times; he will be covered by the Most High, resting between his
arms. 13And of Joseph he said, Let the blessing of the Lord be on his land;
for the good things of heaven on high, and the deep waters flowing under
the earth, 14And the good things of the fruits of the sun, and the good things
of the growth of the moons, 15And the chief things of the oldest mountains,
and the good things of the eternal hills, 16 The good things of the earth and
all its wealth, the good pleasure of him who was seen in the burning tree:
may they come on the head of Joseph, on the head of him who was prince
among his brothers. 17He is a young ox, glory is his; his horns are the horns
of themountainox,withwhichall peopleswill bewounded, even to theends
of the earth: they are the ten thousands of Ephraim and the thousands of
Manasseh. 18 And of Zebulun he said, Be glad, Zebulun, in your going out;
and, Issachar, in your tents. 19 They will send out the word for the people
to come to themountain, taking there the offerings of righteousness: for the
store of the seaswill be theirs, and the secretwealth of the sand. 20OfGadhe
said, Ablessingbeonhimwhomakeswide the limits ofGad: he takeshis rest
like a she-lion, taking for himself the arm and the crown of the head. 21He
kept for himself the first part, for hiswas the ruler's right: he put in force the
righteousness of the Lord, and his decisions for Israel. 22And of Dan he said,
Dan is a young lion, springing out from Bashan. 23And of Naphtali he said,
ONaphtali, made gladwith grace and full of the blessing of the Lord: the sea
and its fisheswill be his. 24And of Asher he said, Let Asher have the blessing
of children; may he be pleasing to his brothers, and let his foot be wet with
oil. 25Your shoeswill be iron and brass; and as your days, somay yourwork
be. 26No other is like the God of Jeshurun, coming on the heavens to your
help, and letting his glory be seen in the skies. 27 The God of your fathers
is your safe resting-place, and under you are his eternal arms: driving out
the forces of your haters from before you, he said, Let destruction overtake
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them. 28And Israel is living in peace, the fountain of Jacob by himself, in a
land of grain and wine, with dew dropping from the heavens. 29Happy are
you, O Israel: who is like you, a peoplewhose saviour is theLord,whosehelp
is your cover, whose sword is your strength! All those who are against you
will put themselves under your rule, and your feet will be planted on their
high places.

34
1And Moses went up from the table-lands of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the

top of Pisgah which is facing Jericho. And the Lord let him see all the land,
the land of Gilead as far as Dan; 2And all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim
andManasseh, and all the land of Judah, as far as the Great Sea of the west;
3And theSouth, and the circle of thevalleyof Jericho, the townofpalm-trees,
as far as Zoar. 4And the Lord said to him, This is the land aboutwhich Imade
an oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, I will give it to your seed: now
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not go in there. 5 So death
came toMoses, the servant of theLord, there in the landofMoab, as theLord
had said. 6 And the Lord put him to rest in the valley in the land of Moab
opposite Beth-peor: but no man has knowledge of his resting-place to this
day. 7And Moses at his death was a hundred and twenty years old: his eye
hadnotbecomeclouded, orhisnatural forcebecome feeble. 8For thirtydays
the children of Israelwereweeping forMoses in the table-lands ofMoab, till
the days of weeping and sorrow for Moses were ended. 9 And Joshua, the
son of Nun, was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had put his hands
on him: and the children of Israel gave ear to him, and did as the Lord had
givenorders toMoses. 10Therehasneverbeenanotherprophet in Israel like
Moses, whom the Lord had knowledge of face to face; 11 In all the signs and
wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and
to all his servants and all his land; 12 And in all the acts of power and fear
whichMoses did before the eyes of all Israel.
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The Book of
Joshua

1Now after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, the word of the
Lord came to Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses' helper, saying, 2 Moses my
servant is dead; so now get up! Go over Jordan, you and all this people, into
the landwhich I amgiving to them, to the children of Israel. 3Every place on
which you put your foot I have given to you, as I said to Moses. 4 From the
waste land and this mountain Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river
Euphrates, and all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea, in the west, will
be your country. 5While you are living, all will give way before you: as I
was withMoses, so I will be with you; I will not take awaymy help from you
or give you up. 6 Take heart and be strong; for you will give to this people
for their heritage the land which I gave by an oath to their fathers. 7Only
take heart and be very strong; take care to do all the law which Moses my
servant gave you, not turning from it to the right hand or to the left, so that
you may do well in all your undertakings. 8Let this book of the law be ever
on your lips and in your thoughts day and night, so that you may keep with
care everything in it; then a blessing will be on all your way, and you will
do well. 9Have I not given you your orders? Take heart and be strong; have
no fear and do not be troubled; for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go, 10Then Joshua gave their orders to thosewhowere in authority over
the people, saying, 11 Go through the tents and give orders to the people,
saying, Get ready a store of food; for in three days you are to go over this
river Jordan and take for your heritage the land which the Lord your God
is giving you. 12And to the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of
Manasseh, Joshua said, 13Keep inmindwhatMoses, the servant of the Lord,
said to you, TheLordyourGod is sendingyou rest andwill give you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle will be kept here in the land
which Moses gave you on this side of Jordan; but you, the fighting-men, are
to gooverbefore yourbrothers, armed, to give themhelp; 15Till theLordhas
given your brothers rest, as he has given it to you, and they have taken their
heritage in the land which the Lord your God is giving them: then you will
go back to the land of your heritage which Moses, the servant of the Lord,
gave you on the east side of Jordan. 16 Then they said to Joshua in answer,
Whatever you say to us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.
17Aswegave attention toMoses in all things, sowewill give attention to you:
and may the Lord your God be with you as he was with Moses. 18Whoever
goes against your orders, and does not give attention to all your words, will
be put to death: only take heart and be strong.

2
1 Then Joshua, the son of Nun, sent two men from Shittim secretly, with

the purpose of searching out the land, and Jericho. So theywent and came to
thehouseof a loosewomanof the town, namedRahab,where they took their
rest for the night. 2And itwas said to the king of Jericho, See, somemenhave
come here tonight from the children of Israel with the purpose of searching
out the land. 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Send out the
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menwho have come to you and are in your house; for they have comewith
the purpose of searching out all the land. 4And thewoman took the twomen
and put them in a secret place; then she said, Yes, the men came tome, but I
had no idea where they came from; 5And when it was the time for shutting
the doors at dark, they went out; I have no idea where the men went: but if
you go after them quickly, youwill overtake them. 6But she had taken them
up to the roof, covering them with the stems of flax which she had put out
in order there. 7 So the men went after them on the road to Jordan as far as
the river-crossing: andwhen they had gone out after them, the door into the
townwas shut. 8Andbefore themenwent to rest, she cameup to themon the
roof, 9And said to them, It is clear tome that the Lord has given you the land,
and that the fear of you has come on us; 10For we have had news of how the
Lordmade theRedSeadrybeforeyouwhenyoucameoutofEgypt; andwhat
you did to the two kings of theAmorites, on the other side of Jordan, to Sihon
and Og, whom you gave up to the curse. 11 And because of this news, our
hearts became like water, and there was nomore spirit in any of us because
of you; for the Lord your God is God in heaven on high and here on earth.
12 So now, will you give me your oath by the Lord, that, because I have been
kind to you, you will be kind to my father's house, 13And that you will keep
safemy father andmother andmy brothers and sisters and all they have, so
that deathmaynot come onus? 14And themen said to her, Our life for yours
if you keep our business secret; and when the Lord has given us the land,
we will keep faith and be kind to you. 15 Then she let them down from the
window by a cord, for the housewhere shewas livingwas on the townwall.
16And she said to them, Get away into the hill-country, or themenwho have
gone after you will overtake you; keep yourselves safe there for three days,
till the searchers have come back, and then go on your way. 17And the men
said to her,Wewill only be responsible for this oathwhich youhavemadeus
take, 18 If, whenwe come into the land, you put this cord of bright red thread
in thewindow fromwhich you let us down; and get your father andmother
and your brothers and all your family into the house; 19Then if anyone goes
out of your house into the street, his bloodwill be on his head, wewill not be
responsible; but if any damage comes to anyone in the house, his blood will
be on our heads. 20But if you say anything about our business here, thenwe
will be free from the oath you havemade us take. 21And she said, Let it be as
you say. Then she sent themaway, and theywent; and she put the bright red
cord in the window. 22And they went into the hill-country and were there
three days, till the men who had gone after them had come back; and those
who went after themwere searching for them everywhere without coming
across them. 23Then the twomencamedownfromthehill-countryandwent
over and cameback to Joshua, the son of Nun; and they gave hima complete
account of what had taken place. 24And they said to Joshua, Truly, the Lord
has given all the land into our hands; and all the people of the land have
become like water because of us.

3
1 Then Joshua got up early in the morning, and, moving on from Shittim,

he and all the children of Israel came to Jordan andwere there for the night
before going over. 2 And at the end of three days, the men in authority
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over the peoplewent through the tents, 3Giving the people their orders, and
saying, When you see the ark of the agreement of the Lord your God lifted
up by the priests, the Levites, then get up from your places and go after it;
4But let there be a space between you and it of about two thousand cubits:
come no nearer to it, so that you may see the way you have to go, for you
have not been over this way before. 5And Joshua said to the people, Make
yourselves holy, for tomorrow theLordwill doworks ofwonder among you.
6 Then Joshua said to the priests, Take up the ark of the agreement and go
over in front of the people. So they took up the ark of the agreement and
went in front of the people. 7 And the Lord said to Joshua, From now on I
will give you glory in the eyes of all Israel, so that theymay see that, as I was
with Moses, so I will be with you. 8And you are to give orders to the priests
who take up the ark of the agreement, and say, When you come to the edge
of the waters of Jordan, go no further. 9 And Joshua said to the children of
Israel, Come to me here: and give ear to the words of the Lord your God.
10And Joshua said, By this youwill see that the living God is among you, and
that hewill certainly send out frombefore you the Canaanite and theHittite
and the Hivite and the Perizzite and the Girgashite and the Amorite and the
Jebusite. 11 See, the ark of the agreement of the Lord of all the earth is going
over before you into Jordan. 12So take twelvemen out of the tribes of Israel,
a man from every tribe. 13And when the feet of the priests who take up the
ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, come to rest in thewaters of Jordan,
thewaters of Jordanwill be cut off, all thewaters flowing down fromhigher
up, and will come together in a mass. 14 So when the people went out from
their tents togoover Jordan, thepriestswho tookup thearkof theagreement
were in front of the people; 15And when those who took up the ark came to
Jordan, and the feetof thepriestswho tookup thearkwere touching theedge
of the water (for the waters of Jordan are overflowing all through the time
of the grain-cutting), 16Then the waters flowing down from higher up were
stopped and came together in amass a long way back at Adam, a town near
Zarethan; and the waters flowing down to the sea of the Arabah, the Salt
Sea, were cut off: and the people went across opposite Jericho. 17 And the
priests who took up the ark of the agreement of the Lord kept their places,
with their feet on dry land in themiddle of Jordan, while all Israelwent over
on dry land, till all the nation had gone over Jordan.

4
1Now when all the nation had come to the other side of Jordan, the Lord

said to Joshua, 2 Take twelve men from the people, a man for every tribe,
3And say to them, Take up from themiddle of Jordan, from the place where
the feet of the priests were resting, twelve stones, and take them over with
you and put them down in the place where you take your rest tonight. 4 So
Joshua sent for the twelve men, whom he had ready, one man out of every
tribe of the children of Israel, 5Andhe said to them, Go over before the ark of
the Lord yourGod into themiddle of Jordan, and let every one of you takeup
a stone on his back, one for every tribe of the children of Israel: 6So that this
may be a sign among you; when your children say to you in time to come,
What is the reason for these stones? 7Then youwill say to them, Because the
waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the Lord's agreement; when



Joshua 4:8 227 Joshua 5:6

it went over Jordan the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones will
be a sign for the children of Israel, keeping it in their memory for ever. 8 So
the children of Israel did as Joshua gave themorders, and took twelve stones
from themiddle of Jordan, as the Lordhad said to Joshua, one for every tribe
of the children of Israel; these they took across with them to their night's
resting-place andput themdown there. 9And Joshuaput up twelve stones in
themiddle of Jordan, where the feet of the priestswho took up the ark of the
agreement had been placed: and there they are to this day. 10For the priests
who tookup thearkkept there in themiddleof Jordan till all theorders given
to Joshua byMoses from the Lord had been done: then the peoplewent over
quickly. 11 And when all the people had come to the other side, the ark of
the Lordwent over, and the priests, before the eyes of the people. 12And the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
went over armed before the children of Israel as Moses had said to them:
13About forty thousandarmed forwarwentoverbefore theLord to thefight,
to the lowlands of Jericho. 14 That day the Lord made Joshua great in the
eyes of all Israel; and all the days of his life they went in fear of him, as they
had gone in fear of Moses. 15Then the Lord said to Joshua, 16Give orders to
the priests who take up the ark of witness, to come up out of Jordan. 17 So
Joshua gave orders to the priests, saying, Come up now out of Jordan. 18And
when the priests who took up the ark of the Lord's agreement came up out
of Jordan and their feet came out on to dry land, the waters of Jordan went
back to their place, overflowing its edges as before. 19 So on the tenth day of
the first month the people came up out of Jordan, and put up their tents in
Gilgal, on the east side of Jericho. 20And the twelve stones which they took
out of Jordan, Joshua put up in Gilgal. 21Andhe said to the children of Israel,
When your children say to their fathers in time to come,What is the reason
for these stones? 22 Then give your children the story, and say, Israel came
over this river Jordan on dry land. 23For the Lord yourGodmade thewaters
of Jordan dry before you till you had gone across, as he did to the Red Sea,
drying it up before us till we had gone across: 24So that all the peoples of the
earth may see that the hand of the Lord is strong; and that they may go in
fear of the Lord your God for ever.

5
1Nowwhen thenews came to all the kings of theAmorites on thewest side

of Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites living by the sea, how the Lord
hadmade thewaters of Jordan dry before the children of Israel, till they had
gone across, their hearts became like water, and there was nomore spirit in
them, because of the children of Israel. 2At that time the Lord said to Joshua,
Make yourself stone knives and give the children of Israel circumcision a
second time. 3 So Joshua made stone knives and gave the children of Israel
circumcision at Gibeath-ha-araloth. 4And this is the reason why Joshua did
so: all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the fighting-men,
had been overtaken by death in the waste land on the way, after they came
out of Egypt. 5All thepeoplewho cameout hadundergone circumcision; but
all the peoplewhose birth had takenplace in thewaste landon their journey
fromEgypt had not. 6For the children of Israelwerewandering in thewaste
land for forty years, till all the nation, that is, all the fighting-men, who had
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come out of Egypt, were dead, because they did not give ear to the voice of
the Lord: to whom the Lord said, with an oath, that he would not let them
see the land which the Lord had given his word to their fathers to give us, a
landflowingwithmilkandhoney. 7And their children,whocameup in their
place, now underwent circumcision by the hands of Joshua, not having had
it before: for there had been no circumcision on the journey. 8 So when all
thenationhadundergonecircumcision, theykept in their tents till theywere
well again. 9And the Lord said to Joshua, Today the shame of Egypt has been
rolled away from you. So that place was named Gilgal, to this day. 10 So the
children of Israel put up their tents in Gilgal; and they kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening, in the lowlands of Jericho.
11And on the day after the Passover, they had for their food the produce of
the land, unleavened cakes and dry grain on the same day. 12And there was
nomoremanna from the day after they had for their food the produce of the
land; the children of Israel had manna no longer, but that year the produce
of the land of Canaanwas their food. 13Nowwhen Joshuawas near Jericho,
lifting up his eyes he saw a man in front of him, with his sword uncovered
in his hand: and Joshua went up to him and said, Are you for us or against
us? 14And he said, No; but I have come as captain of the armies of the Lord.
Then Joshua, falling down with his face to the earth in worship, said, What
has my lord to say to his servant? 15And the captain of the Lord's army said
to Joshua, Take off your shoes from your feet, for the place where you are is
holy. And Joshua did so.

6
1 (Now Jericho was all shut up because of the children of Israel: there was

no going out or coming in.) 2And the Lord said to Joshua, See, I have given
into your hands Jericho with its king and all its men of war. 3 Now let all
your fighting-menmake a circle round the town, going all round it once. Do
this for six days. 4And let seven priests go before the ark with seven loud-
sounding horns in their hands: on the seventh day you are to go round the
town seven times, the priests blowing their horns. 5 And at the sound of a
long note on the horns, let all the people give a loud cry; and the wall of
the town will come down flat, and all the people are to go straight forward.
6 Then Joshua, the son of Nun, sent for the priests and said to them, Take
up the ark of the agreement, and let seven priests take seven horns in their
hands and go before the ark of the Lord. 7 And he said to the people, Go
forward, circling the town, and let the armed men go before the ark of the
Lord. 8 So after Joshua had said this to the people, the seven priests with
their seven horns went forward before the Lord, blowing on their horns:
and the ark of the Lord's agreement went after them. 9And the armed men
went before the priests who were blowing the horns, and the mass of the
people went after the ark, blowing their horns. 10And to the people Joshua
gave an order, saying, You will give no cry, and make no sound, and let no
word go out of your mouth till the day when I say, Give a loud cry; then give
a loud cry. 11 So he made the ark of the Lord go all round the town once:
then they went back to the tents for the night. 12And early in the morning
Joshua got up, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13And the seven
priests with their seven horns went on before the ark of the Lord, blowing
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their horns: the armed men went before them, and the mass of the people
went after the ark of the Lord, blowing their horns. 14 The second day they
went all round the town once, and thenwent back to their tents: and so they
did for six days. 15Then on the seventh day they got up early, at the dawn of
the day, and went round the town in the same way, but that day they went
round it seven times. 16 And the seventh time, at the sound of the priests'
horns, Joshua said to the people, Now give a loud cry; for the Lord has given
you the town. 17 And the town will be put to the curse, and everything in
it will be given to the Lord: only Rahab, the loose woman, and all who are
in the house with her, will be kept safe, because she kept secret the men we
sent. 18And as for you, keep yourselves from the cursed thing, for fear that
you may get a desire for it and take some of it for yourselves, and so be the
cause of a curse and great trouble on the tents of Israel. 19But all the silver
and gold and the vessels of brass and iron are holy to the Lord: they are to
come into the store-house of the Lord. 20 So the people gave a loud cry, and
the horns were sounded; and on hearing the horns the people gave a loud
cry, and the wall came down flat, so that the people went up into the town,
everymangoing straight beforehim, and they took the town. 21And theyput
everything in the town to the curse; men andwomen, young and old, ox and
sheep and ass, they put to death without mercy. 22 Then Joshua said to the
two men who had been sent to make a search through the land, Go into the
house of the loose woman, and get her out, and all who are with her, as you
gave her your oath. 23 So the searchers went in and got out Rahab and her
father andmother and her brothers and all she had, and they got out all her
family; and they took them outside the tents of Israel. 24Then, after burning
up the town and everything in it, they put the silver and gold and the vessels
of brass and iron into the store-house of the Lord's house. 25But Joshua kept
Rahab, the loosewoman, andher father's family andall shehad, fromdeath,
and so she got a living-place among the childrenof Israel to this day; because
she kept safe the men whom Joshua had sent to make a search through the
land. 26 Then Joshua gave the people orders with an oath, saying, Let that
man be cursed before the Lord who puts his hand to the building up of this
town: with the loss of his first sonwill he put the first stone of it in place, and
with the loss of his youngest son he will put up its doors. 27 So the Lord was
with Joshua; and news of himwent through all the land.

7
1 But the children of Israel did wrong about the cursed thing: for Achan,

the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the family of Judah,
took of the cursed thing, moving the Lord to wrath against the children of
Israel. 2Now Joshua sentmen from Jericho toAi,which is by the side of Beth-
aven, on the east side of Beth-el, and said to them, Go up andmake a search
through the land. And the men went up and saw how Ai was placed. 3Then
they came back to Joshua and said to him, Do not send all the people up, but
let about two or three thousand men go up and make an attack on Ai; there
is no need for all the people to be tired with the journey there, for it is only
a small town. 4 So about three thousand of the people went up, and were
sent in flight by the men of Ai. 5 The men of Ai put to death about thirty-six
of them, driving them from before the town as far as the stoneworks, and
overcoming them on the way down: and the hearts of the people became
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like water. 6 Then Joshua, in great grief, went down on the earth before
the ark of the Lord till the evening, and all the chiefs of Israel with him,
and they put dust on their heads. 7And Joshua said, O Lord God, why have
you taken us over Jordan only to give us up into the hands of the Amorites
for our destruction? If only it had been enough for us to keep on the other
side of Jordan! 8 O Lord, what am I to say now that Israel have given way
before their attackers? 9 For when the news comes to the Canaanites and
all the people of the land, they will come up, shutting us in and cutting off
our name from the earth: andwhat will you do for the honour of your great
name? 10Then the Lord said to Joshua, Get up; what are you doingwith your
face to the earth? 11 Israel has done wrong, sinning against the agreement
which I made with them: they have even taken of the cursed thing; acting
falsely like thieves they have put it among their goods. 12 For this reason
the children of Israel have given way, turning their backs in flight before
their attackers, because they are cursed: I will no longer be with you, if you
do not put the cursed thing away from among you. 13Up! make the people
holy; say to them, Make yourselves holy before tomorrow, for the Lord, the
God of Israel, has said, There is a cursed thing among you, O Israel, and you
will giveway before your attackers in the fight till the cursed thing has been
taken away from among you. 14 So in the morning you are to come near,
tribe by tribe; and the tribe marked out by the Lord is to come near, family
by family; and the family marked out by the Lord is to come near, house by
house; and the house marked out by the Lord is to come near, man by man.
15 Then the man who is taken with the cursed thing is to be burned, with
everything which is his; because he has gone against the agreement of the
Lord and has done an act of shame in Israel. 16 So Joshua got up early in the
morning, and made Israel come before him by their tribes; and the tribe of
Judahwas taken; 17Thenhemade Judahcome forward, and the family of the
Zerahites was taken; and hemade the family of the Zerahites come forward
manbyman; and Zabdiwas taken; 18Then the house of Zabdi came forward
manbyman, andAchan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah,
of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19And Joshua said to Achan, My son, give
glory and praise to the Lord, the God of Israel; give me word now of what
you have done, and keep nothing back from me. 20And Achan, answering,
said to Joshua, Truly I have done wrong against the Lord, the God of Israel,
and this is what I have done: 21When I saw among their goods a fair robe of
Babylon and two hundred shekels of silver, and a mass of gold, fifty shekels
inweight, Iwas overcomebydesire and took them; and they are put away in
the earth inmy tent, and the silver is under it. 22So Joshua sentmen quickly,
and looking in his tent, they sawwhere the robe had been put away secretly
with the silver under it. 23And they took them from the tent and came back
with them to Joshuaand the childrenof Israel, andput thembefore theLord.
24Then Joshua and all Israel took Achan, the son of Zerah, and the silver and
the robe and the mass of gold, and his sons and his daughters and his oxen
and his asses and his sheep and his tent and everything he had; and they
took them up into the valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, Why have you
been a cause of trouble to us? Today the Lord will send trouble on you. And
all Israel took part in stoning him; they had him stoned to death and then
burned with fire. 26And over him they put a great mass of stones, which is
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there to this day; then the heat of the Lord's wrath was turned away. So that
place was named, The Valley of Achor, to this day.

8
1Then the Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear and do not be troubled: take

with you all the fighting-men and go up against Ai: for I have given into your
hands the king of Ai and his people and his town and his land: 2 And you
are to do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king: but their goods
and their cattle you may take for yourselves: let a secret force be stationed
to make a surprise attack on the town from the back. 3 So Joshua and the
fighting-men got ready to go up against Ai; and Joshua took thirty thousand
men of war, and sent them out by night. 4 And he gave them their orders,
saying, Go and take up your position secretly at the back of the town: do not
go very far away, and let all of you be ready: 5And I and all the people with
mewill come near the town, and when they come out against us as they did
before, we will go in flight from them; 6And they will come out after us, till
we have got them away from the town; for they will say, They have gone in
flight from us as before; so we will go in flight before them; 7 Then you will
get up from your secret position and take the town, for the Lord your God
will give it up into your hands. 8Andwhen you have taken the town, put fire
to it, as the Lord has said: see, I have given you your orders. 9So Joshua sent
them out: and they took up a secret position between Beth-el and Ai, on the
west side ofAi: but Joshuakeptwith thepeople that night. 10Andearly in the
morning Joshua got up, and put the people in order, and he and the chiefs of
Israel went up before the people to Ai. 11And all the fighting-menwhowere
with him went up and came near the town, and took up a position on the
north side of Ai facing the town, with a valley between him and the town.
12And takingaboutfive thousandmen, heput them inposition for a surprise
attackon thewest sideofAi, betweenBeth-el andAi. 13Soall thepeoplewere
in their places, the army on the north side of the town and the secret force
on the west; and that night Joshua went down into the valley. 14Now when
the king of Ai saw it, he got up quickly andwent out to war against Israel, he
and all his people, to the slope going down to the valley; but he had no idea
that a secret forcewaswaiting at the back of the town. 15Then Joshua andall
Israel, acting as if theywere overcome before them, went in flight byway of
thewaste land. 16Andall thepeople inAi came together to goafter them; and
theywent after Joshua,moving away from the town. 17Therewas not aman
in Ai and Beth-el who did not go out after Israel; and the townwas open and
unwatched while they went after Israel. 18And the Lord said to Joshua, Let
your spear be stretched out against Ai; for I will give it into your hands. So
Joshua tookuphis spear, stretching it out in thedirectionof the town. 19Then
the secret force came quickly from their place, and running forward when
they saw his hand stretched out, went into the town and took it, and put fire
to it straight away. 20Then themen of Ai, looking back, saw the smoke of the
town going up to heaven, and were unable to go this way or that: and the
people who had gone in flight to the waste land were turned back on those
whowere coming after them. 21Andwhen Joshua and all Israel saw that the
town had been taken by the surprise attack, and that the smoke of the town
had gone up, turning round they overcame the men of Ai. 22Then the other
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force cameout of the townagainst them, so that theywere being attacked on
this side and on that: and Israel overcame them and let not one of them get
away with his life. 23But the king of Ai they made prisoner, and took him to
Joshua. 24 Then, after the destruction of all the people of Ai in the field and
in the waste land where they went after them, and when all the people had
been put to death withoutmercy, all Israel went back to Ai, and put to death
all who were in it without mercy. 25On that day twelve thousand were put
to death, men and women, all the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not take
back his hand with the outstretched spear till the destruction of the people
of Ai was complete. 27 But the cattle and the goods from that town, Israel
took for themselves, as the Lord had given orders to Joshua. 28 So Joshua
gave Ai to the flames, and made it a waste mass of stones for ever, as it is
to this day. 29And he put the king of Ai to death, hanging him on a tree till
evening: andwhen the sunwent down, Joshua gave them orders to take his
body down from the tree, and put it in the public place of the town, covering
it with a great mass of stones, which is there to this day. 30 Then Joshua put
upanaltar to theLord, theGodof Israel, inMountEbal, 31 In thewayordered
by Moses, the servant of the Lord, as it is recorded in the book of the law of
Moses, an altar of uncut stones, untouchedby any iron instrument: andon it
theymadeburned offerings andpeace-offerings to the Lord. 32Andhemade
there on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, writing it before the eyes of
the children of Israel. 33 And all Israel, those who were Israelites by birth,
as well as the men from other lands living with them, and their responsible
menand their overseers and judges, took their places round the ark, in front
of the priests, the Levites, whose work it was to take up the ark of the Lord's
agreement; half of them were stationed in front of Mount Gerizim and half
in front of Mount Ebal, in agreement with the orders for the blessing of the
children of Israel which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had given. 34 And
after, he gave them all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, as it
is all recorded in the book of the law; 35Reading to all the meeting of Israel,
with the women and the children and the men from other lands who were
living among them, every word of the orders whichMoses had given.

9
1Now on hearing the news of these things, all the kings on the west side

of Jordan, in the hill-country and the lowlands and by the Great Sea in front
of Lebanon, theHittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, 2 Came together with one purpose, to make war
against Joshuaand Israel. 3And themenofGibeon, hearingwhat Joshuahad
done to Jericho and Ai, 4Acting with deceit, got food together as if for a long
journey; and took old food-bags for their asses, and old and cracked wine-
skins kept together with cord; 5And put old stitched-up shoes on their feet,
and old clothing on their backs; and all the food they hadwith themwas dry
andbrokenup. 6And they came to Joshua to the tent-circle atGilgal, and said
to him and to the men of Israel, We have come from a far country: so now
make an agreement with us. 7 And the men of Israel said to the Hivites, It
may be that you are living among us; how thenmaywemake an agreement
with you? 8 And they said to Joshua, We are your servants. Then Joshua
said to them, Who are you and where do you come from? 9 And they said
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to him, Your servants have come from a very far country, because of the
name of the Lord your God: for the story of his great name, and of all he
did in Egypt has come to our ears, 10 And what he did to the two kings of
the Amorites east of Jordan, to Sihon, king of Heshbon, and to Og, king of
Bashan, at Ashtaroth. 11 So the responsible men and all the people of our
country said tous, Take foodwithyou for the journeyandgo to them, andsay
to them, We are your servants: so now make an agreement with us. 12 This
breadwhichwe havewith us for our food, we tookwarm and new from our
houses when starting on our journey to you; but now see, it has become dry
and broken up. 13And these wine-skins were newwhen we put the wine in
them, and now they are cracked as you see; and our clothing and our shoes
have becomeold because of our very long journeyhere. 14And themen took
someof their food,without requestingdirections from theLord. 15So Joshua
made peace with them, and made an agreement with them that they were
not to be put to death: and the chiefs of the people took an oath to them.
16Now threedays after,when theyhadmade this agreementwith them, they
hadword that thesemenwere theirneighbours, livingnear them. 17And the
children of Israel went forward on their journey, and on the third day came
to their towns. Now their towns were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth
and Kiriath-jearim. 18And the children of Israel did not put them to death,
because the chiefs of the people had taken an oath to them by the Lord, the
God of Israel. And all the people made an outcry against the chiefs. 19 But
all the chiefs said to the people, We have taken an oath to them by the Lord,
the God of Israel, and so we may not put our hands on them. 20This is what
we will do to them: we will not put them to death, for fear that wrath may
come on us because of our oath to them. 21Keep them living, and let them
be servants, cutting wood and getting water for all the people. And all the
people did as the chiefs had said to them. 22Then Joshua sent for them, and
said to them, Why have you been false to us, saying, We are very far from
you, when you are living among us? 23Now because of this you are cursed,
and you will for ever be our servants, cutting wood and getting water for
the house of my God. 24And, answering Joshua, they said, Because it came
to the ears of your servants that the Lord your God had given orders to his
servant Moses to give you all this land, and to send destruction on all the
people living in it, because of you; so, fearing greatly for our lives because of
you, we have done this. 25And nowwe are in your hands: do to uswhatever
seems good and right to you. 26 So he kept them safe from the children of
Israel, and did not let them be put to death. 27 And that day Joshua made
them servants, cutting wood and getting water for the people and for the
altar of the Lord, in the place marked out by him, to this day.

10
1 Now when it came to the ears of Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, that

Joshua had taken Ai, and had given it up to the curse (for as he had done
to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king); and that the people
of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were living among them; 2 He
was in great fear, because Gibeon was a great town, like one of the king's
towns, greater than Ai, and all the men in it were men of war. 3 So Adoni-
zedek, king of Jerusalem, sent to Hoham, king of Hebron, and to Piram, king
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of Jarmuth, and to Japhia, kingof Lachish, and toDebir, kingof Eglon, saying,
4Come up to me and give me help, and let us make an attack on Gibeon: for
they have made peace with Joshua and the children of Israel. 5 So the five
kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, were banded together,
and went up with all their armies and took up their position before Gibeon
andmade war against it. 6And themen of Gibeon sent to Joshua to the tent-
circle at Gilgal, saying, Be not slow to send help to your servants; come up
quickly to our support and keep us safe: for all the kings of the Amorites
from the hill-country have come together against us. 7 So Joshua went up
from Gilgal with all his army and all his men of war. 8And the Lord said to
Joshua, Have no fear of them, for I have given them into your hands; they
will all give way before you. 9 So Joshua, having come up from Gilgal all
night,made a sudden attack on them. 10And the Lordmade them full of fear
before Israel, and they put great numbers of them to death at Gibeon, and
went after them by the way going up to Beth-horon, driving them back to
Azekah and Makkedah 11And in their flight before Israel, on the way down
from Beth-horon, the Lord sent down great stones from heaven on them all
theway toAzekah, causing theirdeath: thosewhosedeathwascausedby the
stones were more than those whom the children of Israel put to death with
the sword. 12 It was on the day when the Lord gave up the Amorites into the
hands of the children of Israel that Joshua said to the Lord, before the eyes of
Israel, Sun, be at rest over Gibeon; and you, Omoon, in the valley of Aijalon.
13And the sunwasat rest and themoonkept its place till thenationhadgiven
punishment to their attackers. (Is it not recorded in the book of Jashar?) So
the sun kept its place in themiddle of the heavens, andwaswaiting, and did
not go down, for the space of a day. 14And there was no day like that, before
it or after it, when the Lord gave ear to the voice of a man; for the Lord was
fighting for Israel. 15And Joshua, with all Israel, went back to the tent-circle
at Gilgal. 16 But these five kings went in flight secretly to a hole in the rock
at Makkedah. 17And word was given to Joshua that the five kings had been
taken in a hole in the rock at Makkedah. 18And Joshua said, Let great stones
be rolled against the mouth of the hole, and let men keep watch by it: 19But
do you, without waiting, go after their army, attacking them from the back;
do not let them get into their towns, for the Lord your God has given them
into your hands. 20Nowwhen Joshua and the children of Israel had come to
the end of their war of complete destruction, and had put to death all but a
small band who had got safely into the walled towns, 21All the people went
back to Joshua to the tent-circle at Makkedah in peace: and no one said a
wordagainst thechildrenof Israel. 22Then Joshuasaid, Takeaway the stones
from the mouth of the hole in the rock, and make those five kings come out
to me. 23And they did so, and made those five kings come out of the hole to
him, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king
of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24And when they had made those kings
comeout to Joshua, Joshua sent for all themenof Israel, and said to the chiefs
of the men of war who had gone with him, Come near and put your feet on
the necks of these kings. So they camenear and put their feet on their necks.
25And Joshua said to them, Have no fear and do not be troubled; be strong
and take heart: for so will the Lord do to all against whom you make war.
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26 Then Joshua had them put to death, hanging them on five trees, where
they were till evening. 27 And when the sun went down, they were taken
down from the trees, by Joshua's orders, and put into the hole where they
had gone to be safe; and great stones were placed at the mouth of the hole,
where they are to this day. 28That day Joshua tookMakkedah, and put it and
its king to the sword; every soul in it he gave up to the curse without mercy:
and he did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.
29Then Joshua and all Israel with himwent on fromMakkedah and came to
Libnah, and made an attack on it; 30And again the Lord gave it and its king
into the hands of Israel; and he put it and every person in it to the sword, till
their destruction was complete; and he did to its king as he had done to the
king of Jericho. 31Then Joshua and all Israel with himwent on from Libnah
to Lachish, and took up their position against it and made an attack on it,
32And the Lord gave Lachish into the hands of Israel, and on the second day
he took it, putting it and every person in it to the sword without mercy, as
he had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam, king of Gezer, came up to the help
of Lachish; and Joshua overcame him and his people, putting all of them to
death. 34And Joshua and all Israel with himwent on from Lachish to Eglon:
and they took up their position against it and made an attack on it; 35 And
that day they took it, putting it and every person in it to the sword, as he had
done to Lachish. 36And Joshua and all Israelwith himwent up fromEglon to
Hebron, and made an attack on it; 37And took it, overcoming it and putting
it and its king and its towns and every person in it to the sword: as he had
done to Eglon, he put themall to death, and gave it up to the cursewith every
person in it. 38And Joshua and all Israel with himwent on tomake an attack
onDebir; 39And he took it, with its king and all its towns: and he put them to
the sword, giving every person in it to the curse; all were put to death: as he
haddone toHebron, sohedid toDebir and its king. 40So Joshuaovercameall
the land, the hill-country and the South and the lowland and the mountain
slopes, and all their kings; all were put to death: and every living thing he
gave up to the curse, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had given him orders.
41 Joshua overcame them from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, and all the land of
Goshen as far as Gibeon. 42 And all these kings and their land Joshua took
at the same time, because the Lord, the God of Israel, was fighting for Israel.
43Then Joshua and all Israel with himwent back to their tents at Gilgal.

11
1 Now Jabin, king of Hazor, hearing of these things, sent to Jobab, king

of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 2 And
to the kings on the north in the hill-country, and in the Arabah south of
Chinneroth, and in the lowland, and in the highlands of Dor on the west,
3 And to the Canaanites on the east and on the west, and to the Amorites
and the Hittites and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in the hill-country, and
the Hivites under Hermon in the land of Mizpah. 4And they went out, they
and all their armies with them, a great people, in number like the sand on
the seaside, with horses and war-carriages in great number. 5And all these
kings came together, and put their forces in position at thewaters ofMerom,
to make war on Israel. 6And the Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear of them:
for tomorrowat this time Iwill give themall updeadbefore Israel; youare to
have the leg-muscles of theirhorses cut and theirwar-carriagesburnedwith
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fire. 7So Joshuaandall themenofwarwithhimcameagainst themsuddenly
at the waters of Merom, and made an attack on them. 8And the Lord gave
themup into thehands of Israel, and theyovercame themdriving themback
to great Zidon and toMisrephoth-maim and into the valley of Mizpeh to the
east; and theyput themall todeath, nomangot away safely. 9And Joshuadid
to them as the Lord had said to him; he had the leg-muscles of their horses
cut and theirwar-carriages burnedwith fire. 10At that time, Joshuawent on
to take Hazor and put its king to the sword: for in earlier times Hazor was
the chief of all those kingdoms. 11And they put every person in it to death
withoutmercy, giving every living thing up to the curse, and burning Hazor.
12 And all the towns of these kings, and all the kings, Joshua took, and put
them to the sword: he gave them up to the curse, as Moses, the servant of
the Lord, had said. 13As for the towns made on hills of earth, not one was
burned by Israel but Hazor, which was burned by Joshua. 14 And all the
goods taken from these towns, and their cattle, the children of Israel kept
for themselves; but every man they put to death without mercy, till their
destruction was complete, and there was no one living. 15As the Lord had
given orders to Moses his servant, so Moses gave orders to Joshua, and so
Joshua did; every order which the Lord had given to Moses was done. 16 So
Joshua took all that land, the hill-country and all the South, and all the land
of Goshen, and the lowland and the Arabah, the hill-country of Israel and its
lowland; 17FromMountHalak,whichgoesup toSeir, as far asBaal-gad in the
valley of Lebanon under Mount Hermon: and all their kings he overcame
and put to death. 18 For a long time Joshua made war on all those kings.
19Not one townmade peace with the children of Israel, but only the Hivites
of Gibeon: they took them all in war. 20 For the Lord made them strong in
heart to go to war against Israel, so that he might give them up to the curse
without mercy, and that destruction might come on them, as the Lord had
given orders toMoses. 21And Joshua came at that time and put an end to the
Anakim in the hill-country, in Hebron, in Debir, in Anab, and in all the hill-
country of Judah and Israel: Joshua gave them and their towns to the curse.
22Not one of the Anakimwas to be seen in the land of the children of Israel:
only inGaza, inGath, and inAshdod, somewere still living. 23So Joshua took
all the land, as the Lord had said toMoses; and Joshua gave it to the children
of Israel as their heritage, making division of it among them by their tribes.
And the land had rest fromwar.

12
1 Now these are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel over-

came, taking as their heritage their land on the east side of Jordan, from the
valley of theArnon toMountHermon, andall theArabah to the east: 2Sihon,
king of the Amorites, who was living in Heshbon, ruling from Aroer, which
is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in the middle of the
valley, and half Gilead, as far as the river Jabbok, the limits of the children
of Ammon; 3And the Arabah to the sea of Chinneroth, to the east, and to the
sea of the Arabah, that is the Salt Sea, to the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth;
and on the south, under the slopes of Pisgah: 4 And the land of Og, king of
Bashan, of the rest of the Rephaim,whowas living at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,
5 Ruling in the mountain of Hermon, and in Salecah, and in all Bashan, as
far as the limits of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and half Gilead, to
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the land of Sihon, king of Heshbon. 6Moses, the servant of the Lord, and
the children of Israel overcame them; and Moses, the servant of the Lord,
gave their land for a heritage to the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh. 7And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua
and the children of Israel overcame on the west side of Jordan, from Baal-
gad in the valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, which goes up to Seir; and
Joshua gave the land to the tribes of Israel for a heritage, in keeping with
their divisions; 8 In the hill-country, and in the lowland, and in the Arabah,
and on the mountain slopes, and in the waste land, and in the South; the
Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites. 9The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is near Beth-el,
one; 10 The king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 11 The king of
Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 12The king of Eglon, one; the king of
Gezer, one; 13 The king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14 The king of
Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15 The king of Libnah, one; the king of
Adullam, one; 16The king of Makkedah, one; the king of Beth-el, one; 17The
king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18The king of Aphek, one; the
king of Lassharon, one; 19 The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one;
20The king of Shimron-meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21The king of
Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22The king of Kedesh, one; the king
of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23The king of Dor on the hill of Dor, one; the king
of Goiim in Gilgal, one; 24The king of Tirzah, one; all the kings togetherwere
thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshua was old and full of years; and the Lord said to him, You are

old and full of years, and there is still very much land to be taken. 2 This
is the land which is still to be taken: all the country of the Philistines, and
all the Geshurites; 3 From the Shihor, which is before Egypt, to the edge
of Ekron to the north, which is taken to be Canaanite property: the five
chiefs of the Philistines; the Gazites, and the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites,
the Gittites, and the Ekronites, as well as the Avvim; 4On the south: all the
land of the Canaanites, and Mearah which is the property of the Zidonians,
to Aphek, as far as the limit of the Amorites: 5And the land of the Gebalites,
and all Lebanon, looking east, from Baal-gad under Mount Hermon as far
as Hamath: 6All the people of the hill-country fromLebanon toMisrephoth-
maim, all the Zidonians; them will I send out from before the children of
Israel: only make division of it to Israel for a heritage, as I have given you
orders to do. 7 So now make division of this land for a heritage to the nine
tribes, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 8With him the Reubenites and the
Gadites have been given their heritage, whichMoses gave them, on the east
side of Jordan, as Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave them; 9 From Aroer,
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in the middle of the
valley, and all the table-land from Medeba to Dibon; 10 And all the towns
of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon, to the limits of
the children of Ammon; 11 And Gilead, and the land of the Geshurites and
the Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah; 12 All
the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who was ruling in Ashtaroth and in Edrei
(he was one of the last of the Rephaim); these did Moses overcome, driving
them out of their country. 13 However, the people of Israel did not send
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out the Geshurites, or the Maacathites: but Geshur and Maacath are living
among Israel to this day. 14 Only to the tribe of Levi he gave no heritage;
the offerings of the Lord, the God of Israel, made by fire are his heritage,
as he said to him. 15 And Moses gave their heritage to the tribe of Reuben
by their families. 16 Their limit was from Aroer, on the edge of the valley of
the Arnon, and the town in themiddle of the valley, and all the table-land by
Medeba; 17Heshbon and all her towns in the table-land; Dibon, andBamoth-
baal, and Beth-baal-meon; 18 And Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath;
19 And Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, and Zereth-shahar in the mountain of the
valley; 20AndBeth-peor, and the slopes of Pisgah, andBeth-jeshimoth; 21And
all the towns of the table-land, and all the kingdom of Sihon, king of the
Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon, whom Moses overcame, together
with the chiefs of Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba,
the chiefs of Sihon, who were living in the land. 22And Balaam, the son of
Beor, the prophet, the children of Israel put to death with the sword. 23And
the limit of the children of Reuben was the edge of Jordan. This was the
heritage of the children of Reuben by their families, with its towns and its
unwalled places. 24 And Moses gave their heritage to the tribe of Gad by
their families. 25And their limit was Jazer, and all the towns of Gilead, and
half the land of the children of Ammon, toAroer before Rabbah; 26And from
Heshbon to Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and fromMahanaim to the edge
of Debir; 27 And in the valley, Beth-haram, and Beth-nimrah, and Succoth,
and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon, king of Heshbon, having
Jordan for its limit, to the end of the sea of Chinnereth on the east side of
Jordan. 28 This is the heritage of the children of Gad by their families, with
its townsand itsunwalledplaces 29AndMoses gave theirheritage to thehalf-
tribe of Manasseh by their families. 30And their limit was fromMahanaim,
all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og, king of Bashan, and all Havvoth-Jair, in
Bashan, sixty towns; 31And half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, towns of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the children of Machir, the son of
Manasseh, for half of the children of Machir by their families. 32 These are
the heritages of whichMosesmade distribution in the lowlands ofMoab, on
theother sideof Jordan in Jericho, to the east. 33But to the tribeof LeviMoses
gave no heritage: the Lord, the God of Israel, is their heritage, as he said to
them.

14
1And these are the heritages which the children of Israel took in the land

of Canaan, which Eleazar, the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the
heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, gave out to them; 2Their heritage
by the Lord's decision, as he gave orders by Moses, for the nine tribes and
the half-tribe. 3For Moses had given their heritage to the two tribes and the
half-tribe on the other side of Jordan, but to the Levites he gave no heritage
among them. 4 Because the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh
and Ephraim; and they gave the Levites no part in the land, only towns
for their living-places, with the grass-lands for their cattle and for their
property. 5 As the Lord had given orders to Moses, so the people of Israel
did, and theymade division of the land. 6Then the children of Judahwent to
Joshua in Gilgal; and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, said to him,
You have knowledge of what the Lord said to Moses, the man of God, about
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meand about you in Kadesh-barnea. 7 I was forty years oldwhenMoses, the
servant of the Lord, sent me from Kadesh-barnea to make a search through
the land; and the account which I gave him was in keeping with his desire.
8Mybrothers, however, whowent upwithme,made the heart of the people
like water: but I was true to the Lord with all my heart. 9 And on that day
Moses took an oath, saying, Truly the landwhere your feet have beenplaced
will become a heritage for you and your children for ever, because you have
been true to the Lord your God with all your heart. 10And now, as you see,
theLordhaskeptmesafe these forty-fiveyears, fromthe timewhen theLord
said this to Moses, while Israel was wandering in the waste land: and now
I am eighty-five years old. 11 And still, I am as strong today as I was when
Moses sent me out: as my strength was then, so is it now, for war and for all
the business of life. 12 So now, give me this hill-country named by the Lord
at that time; for you had an account of it then, how the Anakim were there,
and greatwalled towns: itmay be that the Lordwill bewithme, and Iwill be
able to take their land, as the Lord said. 13And Joshua gave himhis blessing;
and he gave Hebron to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, for his heritage. 14 So
Hebron became the heritage of Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, to
this day, becausewith all his heart hewas true to the Lord, the God of Israel.
15 In earlier times the name of Hebron had been Kiriath-arba, named after
Arba, the greatest of the Anakim. And the land had rest fromwar.

15
1Now thepart of the landmarkedout for the childrenof Judahby families,

wentup to theedgeofEdom, as faras thewaste landofZin to the south, to the
farthest point of it on the south. 2Their south limitwas from the farthest part
of the Salt Sea, from the inlet looking to the south: 3From there it goes south
of the slope up to Akrabbim, and on to Zin, then south past Kadesh-barnea,
and on by Hezron and up to Addar, turning in the direction of Karka: 4Then
on to Azmon, ending at the stream of Egypt: and the end of the limit is at
the sea; this will be your limit on the south. 5 And the east limit is the Salt
Sea as far as the end of Jordan. And the limit of the north part of the land is
from the inlet of the sea at the end of Jordan: 6Then the line goes up to Beth-
hoglah, past the north of Beth-arabah, and up to the stone of Bohan, the son
of Reuben; 7 Then the line goes up to Debir from the valley of Achor, and
so to the north, in the direction of Gilgal, which is opposite the slope up to
Adummim, on the south side of the river: and the line goes on to the waters
of En-shemesh, ending at En-rogel: 8 Then the line goes up by the valley of
the sonofHinnomto the south sideof the Jebusite (which is Jerusalem): then
up to the top of the mountain in front of the valley of Hinnom to the west,
which is at the farthest point of the valley of Rephaim on the north: 9 And
the limit is marked out from the top of the mountain to the fountain of the
waters of Nephtoah, and out to the towns ofMount Ephron, as far as Baalah
(which is Kiriath-jearim): 10 Then turning west, the line goes from Baalah
to Mount Seir, and on to the side of Mount Jearim (which is Chesalon) on
the north, then down to Beth-shemesh, and on past Timnah: 11 And out to
the side of Ekron to the north: then it is marked out to Shikkeron and on to
Mount Baalah, ending at Jabneel; the end of the line is at the sea. 12And the
limit on the west is the edge of the Great Sea. This is the line going round
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the land marked out for the children of Judah, by their families. 13 And to
Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he gave a part among the children of Judah, as
the Lord had given orders to Joshua, that is, Kiriath-arba, named after Arba,
the father of Anak which is Hebron. 14And the three sons of Anak, Sheshai
andAhimanandTalmai, the childrenofAnak,were forcedout fromthereby
Caleb. 15From there hewent up against the people of Debir: (now the name
ofDebirbefore thatwasKiriath-sepher.) 16AndCalebsaid, Iwill giveAchsah,
my daughter, as wife to themanwho overcomes Kiriath-sepher and takes it.
17And Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's brother, took it: so he gave him his
daughter Achsah for his wife. 18Nowwhen she came to him, he put into her
mind the idea of requesting a field from her father: and she got down from
her ass; and Caleb said to her,What is it? 19And she said, Giveme a blessing;
because you have put me in dry south-land, now give me springs of water.
So he gave her the higher spring and the lower spring. 20This is the heritage
of the tribe of Judah, by their families. 21 The farthest towns of the tribe
of Judah in the direction of the limits of Edom to the south, were Kabzeel,
and Eder, and Jagur; 22 And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah; 23 And
Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan; 24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth; 25 And
Hazor-hadattah, andKerioth-hezron (which isHazor); 26Amam, andShema,
and Moladah; 27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon, and Beth-pelet; 28 And
Hazar-shual, and Beer-sheba, and Biziothiah; 29Baalah, and Iim, and Ezem;
30 And Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah; 31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah,
and Sansannah; 32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon; all
the towns are twenty-nine, with their unwalled places. 33 In the lowland,
Eshtaol, and Zorah, and Ashnah; 34And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah,
and Enam; 35 Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah; 36And Shaaraim,
and Adithaim, and Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen towns with their
unwalledplaces. 37Zenan, andHadashah, andMigdal-gad; 38AndDilan, and
Mizpeh, and Joktheel; 39 Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon; 40 And Cabbon,
and Lahmas, and Chithlish; 41And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and
Makkedah; sixteen towns with their unwalled places. 42 Libnah, and Ether,
andAshan; 43And Iphtah, andAshnah, andNezib; 44AndKeilah, andAchzib,
and Mareshah; nine towns with their unwalled places. 45 Ekron, with her
daughter-towns and her unwalled places; 46 From Ekron to the sea, all the
towns by the side of Ashdod,with their unwalled places. 47Ashdod,with her
daughter-towns and her unwalled places; Gaza, with her daughter-towns
andherunwalledplaces, to the streamofEgypt,with theGreat Sea as a limit.
48And in the hill-country, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh; 49And Dannah, and
Kiriath-sannah (which is Debir); 50 And Anab, and Eshtemoh, and Anim;
51 And Goshen, and Holon, and Giloh; eleven towns with their unwalled
places. 52Arab, andDumah, andEshan; 53And Janim, andBeth-tappuah, and
Aphekah; 54AndHumtah, andKiriath-arba (which isHebron), andZior; nine
towns with their unwalled places. 55 Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Jutah;
56And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah; 57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten
towns with their unwalled places. 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor; 59 And
Maarath, andBeth-anoth, andEltekon; six townswith theirunwalledplaces.
60Kiriath-baal (which is Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah; two towns with their
unwalled places. 61 In the waste land, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah;
62 And Nibshan, and the Town of Salt, and En-gedi; six towns with their
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unwalled places. 63And as for the Jebusites living in Jerusalem, the children
of Judah were unable to make them go out; but the Jebusites are living with
the children of Judah at Jerusalem, to this day.

16
1And the limit of the landmarked out for the children of Joseph went out

from Jordan at Jericho, at thewaters of Jericho on the east, in thewaste land,
going up from Jericho through the hill-country to Beth-el; 2And it goes out
fromBeth-el to Luz, andonas far as the limit of theArchites toAtaroth; 3And
it goes down to the west to the limit of the Japhletites, to the limit of Beth-
horon the lower, as far as Gezer; ending at the sea. 4 And the children of
Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their heritage. 5 And the limit of the
land of the children of Ephraim by their families was marked out in this
way: the limit of their heritage to the east was Ataroth-addar, to Beth-horon
the higher; 6The line goes out to thewest atMichmethath on the north; then
turning to theeast toTaanath-shiloh, goingpast it on theeast of Janoah; 7And
from Janoah down to Ataroth, and to Naarah, and touching Jericho, it goes
on to Jordan. 8 From Tappuah the line goes on to the west to the river of
Kanah; ending at the sea. This is the heritage of the children of Ephraim
by their families; 9 Together with the towns marked out for the children
of Ephraim in the heritage of Manasseh, all the towns with their unwalled
places. 10And the Canaanites whowere living in Gezer were not forced out;
but the Canaanites have been living amongEphraim, to this day, as servants,
doing forced work.

17
1And this was the part marked out for the tribe of Manasseh, because he

was the oldest son of Joseph. As for Machir, the oldest son of Manasseh, the
father of Gilead, because he was a man of war he had Gilead and Bashan.
2And as for the rest of the children ofManasseh, their heritage was given to
them by families; for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek,
and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the
children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male
children ofManasseh, the son of Joseph, by their families. 3But Zelophehad,
the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh,
had no sons, but only daughters; and these are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 And they came before
Eleazar the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and before the chiefs, saying,
The Lord gave orders to Moses to give us a heritage among our brothers: so
in agreement with the orders of the Lord he gave them a heritage among
their father's brothers. 5And ten parts were given to Manasseh, in addition
to the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is on the other side of Jordan;
6 Because the daughters of Manasseh had a heritage among his sons, and
the land of Gileadwas the property of the other sons ofManasseh. 7And the
limit of Manasseh's land was from Asher to Michmethath, which is before
Shechem; the line goes on to the right hand, to the people of En-tappuah.
8 The land of Tappuah was the property of Manasseh; but Tappuah on the
edge of Manasseh was the property of the children of Ephraim. 9 And the
limit goes down to the streamKanah, to the south of the stream: these towns
were Ephraim's among the towns ofManasseh; Manasseh's limit was on the
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north side of the stream, ending at the sea: 10 To the south it is Ephraim's,
and to the north it is Manasseh's, and the sea is his limit; and they are
touching Asher on the north, and Issachar on the east. 11 In Issachar and
Asher, Manasseh had Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, and Ibleam and
its daughter-towns, and the people of Dor and its daughter-towns, and the
people of En-dor and its daughter-towns, and the people of Taanach and its
daughter-towns, and the people of Megiddo and its daughter-towns, that is,
the three hills. 12 But the children of Manasseh were not able to make the
people of those towns go out; but the Canaanites would go on living in that
land. 13 And when the children of Israel had become strong, they put the
Canaanites to forcedwork, in place of driving themout. 14Then the children
of Joseph said to Joshua, Why have you given me only one part and one
stretch of land for my heritage? For through the blessing given to me by
the Lord up to now, I am a great people. 15Then Joshua said to them, If you
are such a great people, go up into the woodlands, clearing a place there for
yourselves in the land of the Perizzites and the Rephaim, if the hill-country
of Ephraim is not wide enough for you. 16And the children of Joseph said,
The hill-country is not enough for us: and all the Canaanites living in the
valley have iron war-carriages, those in Beth-shean and its towns as well as
those in the valley of Jezreel. 17Then Joshua said to the children of Joseph, to
Ephraim andManasseh, You are a great people, and have great power: you
are not to have one property only, 18 For the hill-country of Gilead will be
yours ... the woodland and cut down ... its outskirts will be yours ... get the
Canaanites out, for they have iron war-carriages ... strong.

18
1And all the meeting of the children of Israel came together at Shiloh and

put up the Tent of meeting there: and the land was crushed before them.
2But there were still seven tribes among the children of Israel who had not
taken up their heritage. 3Then Joshua said to the children of Israel,Why are
you so slow to go in and take up your heritage in the land which the Lord,
the God of your fathers, has given you? 4 Take from among you three men
from every tribe; and I will send them to go through the land and make a
record of it for distribution as their heritage; then let them come back tome.
5And let themmake division of it into seven parts: let Judah keep inside his
limit on the south, and let the childrenof Josephkeep inside their limit on the
north. 6And you are to have the land marked out in seven parts, and come
back tomewith the record; and I will make the distribution for you here by
the decision of the Lord our God. 7For the Levites have no part among you;
to be the Lord's priests is their heritage; and Gad and Reuben and the half-
tribe of Manasseh have had their heritage on the east side of Jordan, given
to thembyMoses, the servant of the Lord. 8So themen got up andwent; and
Joshua gave orders to those who went, to make a record of the land, saying,
Go up and down through the land, and make a record of it and come back
here to me, and I will make the distribution for you here by the decision of
the Lord in Shiloh. 9So themenwent, travelling through the land, andmade
a record of it by towns in seven parts in a book, and came back to Joshua
to the tent-circle at Shiloh. 10And Joshua made the distribution for them in
Shiloh by the decision of the Lord, marking out the land for the children of
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Israel by their divisions. 11 And the first heritage came out for the tribe of
Benjamin by their families: and the limit of their heritage went between
the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 12 And their limit on the
north was from the Jordan, and the line goes up to the side of Jericho on the
north and through the hill-country to the west, ending at the waste land of
Beth-aven. 13 And from there the line goes south to Luz, to the side of Luz
(which is Beth-el), then down toAtaroth-addar, by themountain to the south
of Beth-horon the lower. 14And the limit is marked as coming round to the
south on thewest side from themountainwhich is south of Beth-horon, and
ending at Kiriath-baal (which is Kiriath-jearim), a town of the children of
Judah: this is thewest part. 15And the south part is from the farthest point of
Kiriath-jearim, and the line goes out to thewest to the fountain of thewaters
of Nephtoah: 16And the line goes down to the farthest part of the mountain
facing the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is on the north of the valley
of Rephaim: from there it goes down to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of
the Jebusite on the south as far as En-rogel; 17And it goes to En-shemesh and
on to Geliloth, opposite the way up to Adummim, and it goes down to the
stone of Bohan, the son of Reuben; 18 And it goes on to the side facing the
Arabah to the north, and down to the Arabah; 19 And on to the north side
of Beth-hoglah, ending at the north inlet of the Salt Sea at the south end of
Jordan; this is their limit on the south. 20 And the limit of the east part is
the Jordan. This is the heritage of the children of Benjamin, marked out for
their families by these limits on all sides. 21 And the towns of the children
of Benjamin, given to them in the order of their families, are Jericho and
Beth-hoglah and Emek-kezziz 22And Beth-arabah and Zemaraim and Beth-
el 23And Avvim and Parah and Ophrah 24And Chephar-Ammoni and Ophni
and Geba; twelve towns with their unwalled places; 25 Gibeon and Ramah
and Beeroth 26 And Mizpeh and Chephirah and Mozah 27 And Rekem and
Irpeel and Taralah 28And Zela, Eleph and the Jebusite (which is Jerusalem),
Gibeath and Kiriath; fourteen towns with their unwalled places. This is the
heritage of the children of Benjamin by their families.

19
1 And the second heritage came out for the tribe of Simeon by their

families; and their heritagewas in themiddle of the heritage of the children
of Judah. 2 And they had for their heritage Beer-sheba and Shema and
Moladah 3 And Hazar-shual and Balah and Ezem 4 And Eltolad and Bethul
andHormah 5And Ziklag and Beth-marcaboth andHazar-susah 6And Beth-
lebaoth and Sharuhen; thirteen towns with their unwalled places; 7 Ain,
Rimmon, and Ether and Ashan; four towns with their unwalled places;
8 And all the unwalled places round about these towns as far as Baalath-
beer-ramah to the south. This is the heritage of the tribe of Simeon by
their families. 9 The heritage of Simeon was taken out of Judah's stretch of
land, for Judah's part was more than they had need of, so the heritage of
the children of Simeon was inside their heritage. 10And the third heritage
came out for Zebulun by their families; the limit of their heritage was as
far as Sarid; 11 And their limit goes up to the west to Maralah, stretching
to Dabbesheth, and to the stream in front of Jokneam; 12 Then turning east
from Sarid to the limit of Chisloth-tabor, it goes out to Daberath, and up to
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Japhia; 13And from there it goes on east to Gath-hepher, to Eth-kazin; ending
at Rimmon which goes as far as Neah; 14 And the line goes round it on the
north to Hannathon, ending at the valley of Iphtah-el; 15 And Kattath and
Nahalal and Shimron and Idalah and Beth-lehem; twelve towns with their
unwalled places. 16 This is the heritage of the children of Zebulun by their
families, these towns with their unwalled places. 17 For Issachar the fourth
heritage came out, for the children of Issachar by their families; 18 And
their limit was to Jezreel and Chesulloth and Shunem 19 And Hapharaim
and Shion and Anaharath 20 And Rabbith and Kishion and Ebez 21 And
Remeth and En-gannim and En-haddah and Beth-pazzez; 22And their limit
goes as far as Tabor and Shahazimah and Beth-shemesh, ending at Jordan;
sixteen towns with their unwalled places. 23 This is the heritage of the
tribe of the children of Issachar by their families, these towns with their
unwalled places. 24 And the fifth heritage came out for the tribe of Asher
by their families. 25 And their limit was Helkath and Hali and Beten and
Achshaph 26 And Alammelech and Amad and Mishal, stretching to Carmel
on the west and Shihor-libnath; 27 Turning to the east to Beth-dagon and
stretching to Zebulun and the valley of Iphtah-el as far as Beth-emek and
Neiel to the north; on the left it goes as far as Cabul 28And Ebron and Rehob
and Hammon and Kanah, to great Zidon; 29 And the limit goes round to
Ramah and the walled town of Tyre and Hosah, ending at the sea by Heleb
and Achzib; 30And Ummah and Aphek and Rehob; twenty-two towns with
their unwalled places. 31 This is the heritage of the tribe of the children of
Asher by their families, these towns with their unwalled places. 32 For the
children ofNaphtali the sixth heritage cameout, for the children ofNaphtali
by their families; 33 And their limit was from Heleph, from the oak-tree in
Zaanannim, and Adami-hannekeb and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, ending at
Jordan; 34 And turning west to Aznoth-tabor, the limit goes out from there
to Hukkok, stretching to Zebulun on the south, and Asher on the west, and
Judah at Jordan on the east. 35 And the walled towns are Ziddim, Zer, and
Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth 36And Adamah and Ramah and Hazor
37AndKedeshandEdrei andEn-Hazor 38And IronandMigdal-el, Horemand
Beth-anath and Beth-shemesh; nineteen towns with their unwalled places.
39This is theheritage of the tribe of the childrenofNaphtali by their families,
these towns with their unwalled places. 40 For the tribe of Dan by their
families the seventh heritage came out; 41 And the limit of their heritage
was Zorah and Eshtaol and Ir-shemesh 42And Shaalabbin and Aijalon and
Ithlah 43 And Elon and Timnah and Ekron 44 And Eltekeh and Gibbethon
and Baalath 45And Jehud and Bene-berak and Gath-rimmon; 46And on the
west was ... opposite Joppa. 47 (But the limit of the children of Dan was not
wide enough for them; so the children of Dan went up and made war on
Leshem and took it, putting it to the sword without mercy, and they took
it for their heritage and made a place for themselves there, giving it the
name of Leshem-dan, after the name of their father, Dan.) 48 This is the
heritageof the tribeof the childrenofDanby their families, these townswith
their unwalled places. 49 So the distribution of the land and its limits was
complete; and the children of Israel gave Joshua, the son of Nun, a heritage
among them; 50By the orders of the Lord they gave him the town for which
hemade request, Timnath-serah in the hill-country of Ephraim: there, after
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building the town, hemadehis living-place. 51These are theheritageswhich
Eleazar the priest and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the heads of families of
the tribes of the children of Israel gave out at Shiloh, by the decision of the
Lord, at the door of the Tent of meeting. So the distribution of the land was
complete.

20
1 And the Lord said to Joshua, 2 Say to the children of Israel, Let certain

towns be marked out as safe places, as I said to you by the mouth of Moses,
3 So that any man who in error and without design has taken the life of
another, may go in flight to them: and they will be safe places for you from
himwhohas the right of punishment for blood. 4And if anyone goes inflight
to one of those towns, and comes into the public place of the town, and puts
his cause before the responsiblemen of the town, theywill take him into the
town and give him a place among them where he may be safe. 5And if the
one who has the right of punishment comes after him, they are not to give
the taker of life up to him; because hewas the cause of his neighbour's death
withoutdesigning it andnot inhate. 6Andhe is togoon living in that towntill
he has to come before the meeting of the people to be judged; (till the death
ofhimwho ishighpriest at that time:) then the takerof lifemaycomeback to
his town and to his house, to the town fromwhich he had gone in flight. 7So
theymade selection of Kedesh in Galilee in the hill-country of Naphtali, and
Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim, andKiriath-arba (which is Hebron)
in the hill-country of Judah. 8And on the east side of Jordan at Jericho, they
made selection of Bezer in the waste land, in the table-land, out of the tribe
ofReuben, andRamoth inGileadout of the tribe ofGad, andGolan inBashan
out of the tribe of Manasseh. 9These were the towns marked out for all the
childrenof Israel and for themanfromastrangecountry livingamong them,
so that anyone causing the death of another in error,might go in flight there,
andnot be put to death byhimwhohas the right of punishment for blood till
he had come before themeeting of the people.

21
1 Then the heads of the families of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest

and Joshua, the son of Nun, and to the heads of families of the tribes of
the children of Israel; 2 And said to them in Shiloh in the land of Canaan,
The Lord gave orders by Moses that we were to have towns for living in,
with their grass-lands for our cattle. 3And the children of Israel out of their
heritage gave to the Levites these towns with their grass-lands, by the order
of the Lord. 4And the heritage came out for the families of the Kohathites:
thechildrenofAaron thepriest,whowereof theLevites,weregiven thirteen
towns from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 5 The rest of the
children of Kohath by their families were given ten towns from the tribes of
Ephraim and Dan and the half-tribe ofManasseh. 6The children of Gershon
by their families were given thirteen towns from the tribes of Issachar and
Asher and Naphtali and the half-tribe of Manasseh which was in Bashan.
7The children of Merari by their families were given twelve towns from the
tribes of Reuben and Gad and Zebulun. 8 All these towns with their grass-
lands the children of Israel gave by the decision of the Lord to the Levites,
as the Lord had given orders by Moses. 9 From the tribes of the children
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of Judah and the children of Simeon they gave these towns, listed here by
name: 10 These were for the children of Aaron among the families of the
Kohathites, of the children of Levi: for they came first in the distribution.
11They gave themKiriath-arba, the town of Arba, the father of Anak, (which
is Hebron) in the hill-country of Judah, with its grass-lands. 12But the open
country round the town, and its unwalled places, they gave to Caleb, the son
of Jephunneh, as his property. 13 And to the children of Aaron the priest
they gaveHebronwith its grass-lands, the townwhere the taker of lifemight
be safe, and Libnah with its grass-lands; 14 And Jattir with its grass-lands,
and Eshtemoa with its grass-lands; 15 And Holon with its grass-lands, and
Debir with its grass-lands; 16 And Ain, and Juttah, and Beth-shemesh, with
their grass-lands; nine towns from those two tribes. 17 And from the tribe
of Benjamin they gave Gibeon and Geba with their grass-lands; 18Anathoth
and Almon with their grass-lands, four towns. 19 Thirteen towns with their
grass-lands were given to the children of Aaron, the priests. 20 The rest of
the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites, were given towns from
the tribe of Ephraim. 21And they gave them Shechemwith its grass-lands in
the hill-country of Ephraim, the town where the taker of life might be safe,
and Gezer with its grass-lands; 22 And Kibzaim and Beth-horon with their
grass-lands, four towns. 23And from the tribe of Dan, Elteke and Gibbethon
with their grass-lands; 24 Aijalon and Gath-rimmon with their grass-lands,
four towns. 25 And from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach and Gath-
rimmonwith their grass-lands, two towns. 26All the towns of the rest of the
families of the children of Kohath were ten with their grass-lands. 27 And
to the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, they gave from
the half-tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its grass-lands, the town
where the taker of lifemight be safe, and Ashtarothwith its grass-lands, two
towns. 28 And from the tribe of Issachar, Kishion and Daberath with their
grass-lands; 29 Jarmuth and En-gannim with their grass-lands, four towns.
30 And from the tribe of Asher, Mishal and Abdon, with their grass-lands:
31 Helkath and Rehob with their grass-lands, four towns. 32 And from the
tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its grass-lands, the townwhere the
taker of life might be safe, and Hammoth-dor and Kartan with their grass-
lands, three towns. 33 All the towns of the Gershonites with their families
were thirteenwith their grass-lands. 34And to the rest of the Levites, that is,
the families of the children of Merari, they gave from the tribe of Zebulun,
Jokneam and Kartah with their grass-lands; 35 Dimnah and Nahalal with
their grass-lands, four towns. 36 And from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer and
Jahaz with their grass-lands; 37 Kedemoth and Mephaath with their grass-
lands, four towns. 38And from the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead, the town
where the taker of life might be safe, andMahanaimwith their grass-lands;
39Heshbon and Jazer with their grass-lands, four towns. 40All these towns
were given to the children of Merari by their families, that is, the rest of the
families of the Levites; and their heritagewas twelve towns. 41All the towns
of the Levites, among the heritage of the children of Israel, were forty-eight
towns with their grass-lands. 42 Every one of these towns had grass-lands
round it. 43 So the Lord gave to Israel all the land which he gave by oath to
their fathers; so it became their heritage and their living-place. 44 And the
Lord gave thempeace on every side, as he had said to their fathers: all those
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whowere against them gaveway before them, for the Lord gave themall up
into their hands. 45The Lord kept faith with the house of Israel about all the
good which he said he would do for them, and all his words came true.

22
1 Then Joshua sent for the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe

of Manasseh, 2And said to them, You have kept all the orders of Moses, the
Lord's servant, andhave done everything I gave you orders to do: 3Youhave
now been with your brothers for a long time; till this day you have been
doing the orders of the Lord your God. 4 And now the Lord your God has
given your brothers rest, as he said: so now you may go back to your tents,
to the land of your heritage, which Moses, the Lord's servant, gave to you
on the other side of Jordan. 5Only take great care to do the orders and the
lawwhichMoses, theLord's servant, gaveyou; tohave love for theLordyour
Godand to go inall hisways; and tokeephis lawsand tobe true tohimand to
behis servantswith all your heart andwith all your soul. 6Then Joshua gave
them his blessing and sent them away: and they went back to their tents.
7Now to the one half of the tribe ofManasseh,Moses had given a heritage in
Bashan; but to the other half, Joshua gave a heritage among their brothers
on the west side of Jordan. Nowwhen Joshua sent them away to their tents,
he gave them his blessing, 8And said to them, Go back with much wealth to
your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver and gold and brass and
iron, andwith a very great store of clothing; give your brothers a part of the
goods taken in the war. 9So Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
wentback, parting fromthechildrenof Israel at Shiloh in the landofCanaan,
to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their heritagewhich had been given
to themby the Lord's order toMoses. 10Nowwhen they came to the country
by Jordan in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children
of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh put up there, by Jordan, a great altar,
seen from far. 11And news came to the children of Israel, See, the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have put
up an altar opposite the land of Canaan, in the country by Jordan on the side
which is Israel's. 12Thenall themeetingof thechildrenof Israel, hearing this,
came together at Shiloh to go up against them to war. 13And the children of
Israel sent Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, to the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad and the half-tribe ofManasseh, to the land of Gilead,
14 And with him they sent ten chiefs, one for every tribe of the children of
Israel, every one of them the head of his house among the families of Israel.
15 And they came to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, to the land of Gilead, and said to them, 16 This
is what all themeeting of the people of the Lord has said,What is this wrong
which you have done against the God of Israel, turning back this day from
the Lord and building an altar for yourselves, and being false to the Lord?
17Was not the sin of Baal-peor great enough, from which we are not clear
even to this day, though punishment came on the people of the Lord, 18That
now you are turned back from the Lord? and, because you are false to him
today, tomorrow his wrath will be let loose on all the people of Israel. 19But
if the land you now have is unclean, come over into the Lord's land where
his House is, and take up your heritage among us: but do not be false to the
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Lord and to us by building yourselves an altar in addition to the altar of the
Lord our God. 20Did not Achan, the son of Zerah, dowrong about the cursed
thing, causing wrath to come on all the people of Israel? And not on him
only came the punishment of death. 21Then the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads
of the families of Israel, 22God, even God the Lord, God, even God the Lord,
he sees, and Israel will see— if it is in pride or in sin against the Lord, 23That
we have made ourselves an altar, being false to the Lord, keep us not safe
from death this day; and if for the purpose of offering burned offerings on it
andmealofferings, orpeace-offerings, let theLordhimself sendpunishment
for it; 24And if we have not, in fact, done this designedly and with purpose,
having in our minds the fear that in time to come your children might say
to our children, What have you to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25For
theLordhasmade Jordana line of divisionbetweenus andyou, the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad; you have no part in the Lord: so your
children will make our children give up fearing the Lord. 26 So we said,
Let us now make an altar for ourselves, not for burned offerings or for the
offerings of beasts: 27But to be a witness between us and you, and between
the future generations, that we have the right of worshipping the Lord with
our burned offerings and our offerings of beasts and our peace-offerings; so
that your childrenwill not be able to say to our children in time to come, You
have no part in the Lord. 28 For we said to ourselves, If they say this to us
or to future generations, then we will say, See this copy of the Lord's altar
which our fathers made, not for burned offerings or offerings of beasts, but
for a witness between us and you. 29Never let it be said that we were false
to the Lord, turning back this day fromhimandbuilding an altar for burned
offerings and meal offerings and offerings of beasts, in addition to the altar
of the Lord our God which is before his House. 30 Then Phinehas the priest
and the chiefs of themeetingand theheadsof the families of Israelwhowere
with him, hearing what the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and
the children of Manasseh said, were pleased. 31 And Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar the priest, said to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad
and the children of Manasseh, Now we are certain that the Lord is among
us, because you have not done this wrong against the Lord: and you have
kept us from falling into the hands of the Lord. 32Then Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs went back from the land of Gilead, from
the children of Reuben and the children of Gad, and came to the children of
Israel in Canaan and gave them the news. 33And the children of Israel were
pleased about this; and they gave praise to God, and had nomore thought of
going to war against the children of Reuben and the children of Gad for the
destruction of their land. 34And the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad gave to that altar the name of Ed. For, they said, It is a witness between
us that the Lord is God.

23
1 Now after a long time, when the Lord had given Israel rest from wars

on every side, and Joshua was old and full of years, 2 Joshua sent for all
Israel, for their responsible men and their chiefs and their judges and their
overseers, and said to them, I am old, and full of years: 3 You have seen
everything the Lord your God has done to all these nations because of you;
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for it is the Lord your Godwho has been fighting for you. 4Now I have given
to you, as the heritage of your tribes, all these nations which are still in the
land, together with those cut off by me, from Jordan as far as the Great Sea
on the west. 5 The Lord your God will send them away by force, driving
them out before you; and you are to take their land for your heritage, as
the Lord your God said to you. 6 So be very strong to keep and do whatever
is recorded in the book of the law of Moses, not turning away from it to the
right or to the left; 7Havenothing to dowith thesenationswho still are living
among you; let not their gods be named by you or used in your oaths; do not
be their servants or give them worship: 8 But be true to the Lord your God
as you have been till this day. 9 For the Lord has sent out from before you
nations great and strong: and they have all given way before you till this
day. 10One man of you is able to put to flight a thousand; for it is the Lord
your God who is fighting for you, as he has said to you. 11 So keep watch on
yourselves, and see that you have love for the Lord your God. 12For if you go
back, joining yourselves to the rest of these nationswho are still among you,
gettingmarried to themand livingwith themand theywith you: 13Thenyou
may be certain that the Lord your God will not go on driving these nations
out frombefore you; but theywill becomeadanger and a cause of sin to you,
a whip for your sides and thorns in your eyes, till you are cut off from this
good land which the Lord your God has given you. 14Now I am about to go
the way of all the earth: and you have seen and are certain, all of you, in
your hearts and souls, that in all the good things which the Lord said about
you, he has kept faith with you; everything has come true for you. 15 And
you will see that, as all the good things which the Lord your God undertook
todo for you, have come to you, so theLordwill senddownonyouall the evil
things till he has made your destruction complete, and you are cut off from
the good landwhich the Lord your God has given you. 16 If the agreement of
the Lord your God, whichwas given to you by his orders, is broken, and you
become the servants of other gods and give them worship, then the wrath
of the Lordwill be burning against you, and youwill quickly be cut off from
the good land which he has given you.

24
1Then Joshua got all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; and he sent

for the responsible men of Israel and their chiefs and their judges and their
overseers; and they took their place before God. 2 And Joshua said to all
the people, These are the words of the Lord, the God of Israel: In the past
your fathers, Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor, were
living on the other side of the River: and theywereworshipping other gods.
3And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the River, guiding
him through all the land of Canaan; I made his offspring great in number,
and gave him Isaac. 4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau: to Esau I gave
Mount Seir, as his heritage; but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt.
5And I sent Moses and Aaron, troubling Egypt by all the signs I did among
them: and after that I took you out. 6 I took your fathers out of Egypt: and
you came to the Red Sea; and the Egyptians came after your fathers to the
Red Sea, with their war-carriages and their horsemen. 7 And at their cry,
the Lord made it dark between you and the Egyptians, and made the sea go
over them, covering them with its waters; your eyes have seen what I did
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in Egypt: then for a long time youwere living in the waste land. 8And I took
you into the lands of theAmorites on the other side of Jordan; and theymade
war on you, and I gave them into your hands and you took their land; and I
sent destruction on them before you. 9Then Balak, the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, went up towar against Israel; and he sent for Balaam, the son of Beor,
to put a curse on you: 10But I did not give ear to Balaam; and so he went on
blessingyou; and Ikeptyousafe fromhim. 11Thenyouwentover Jordanand
came to Jericho: and themen of Jerichomadewar on you, the Amorites and
the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Girgashites and
the Hivites and the Jebusites: and I gave them up into your hands. 12And I
sent the hornet before you, driving out the two kings of the Amorites before
you, not with your sword and your bow. 13And I gave you a land on which
you had done no work, and towns not of your building, and you are now
living in them; and your food comes from vine-gardens and olive-gardens
not of your planting. 14 So now, go in fear of the Lord, and be his servants
with true hearts: put away the gods worshipped by your fathers across the
River and in Egypt, and be servants of the Lord. 15And if it seems evil to you
tobe the servants of theLord,make thedecision this daywhose servants you
will be: of the gods whose servants your fathers were across the River, or of
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living: but I and my house
will be the servants of the Lord. 16 Then the people in answer said, Never
will we give up the Lord to be the servants of other gods; 17For it is the Lord
our Godwho has taken us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of the
prison-house, andwho did all those great signs before our eyes, and kept us
safe on all our journeys, and among all the peoples throughwhomwewent:
18And the Lord sent out from before us all the peoples, the Amorites living
in the land: so we will be the servants of the Lord, for he is our God. 19And
Joshua said to the people, You are not able to be the servants of the Lord, for
he is a holy God, a God who will not let his honour be given to another: he
will have no mercy on your wrongdoing or your sins. 20 If you are turned
away from the Lord and become the servants of strange gods, then turning
against you he will do you evil, cutting you off, after he has done you good.
21And the people said to Joshua, No! But wewill be the servants of the Lord.
22And Joshua said to the people, You are witnesses against yourselves that
you have made the decision to be the servants of the Lord. And they said,
We are witnesses. 23 Then, he said, put away the strange gods among you,
turning your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel. 24And the people said to
Joshua, We will be the servants of the Lord our God, and we will give ear to
his voice. 25So Joshuamadeanagreementwith thepeople that day, andgave
them a rule and a law in Shechem. 26And Joshua put thesewords on record,
writing them in thebookof the lawofGod; andhe took a great stone, andput
it up there under the oak-treewhichwas in the holy place of the Lord. 27And
Joshua said to all the people, See now, this stone is to be awitness against us;
for all thewords of the Lord have been said to us in its hearing: so it will be a
witness against you if you are false to the Lord your God. 28Then Joshua let
the people go away, everyman to his heritage. 29Now after these things, the
death of Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, took place, he being
then a hundred and ten years old. 30And they put his body in the earth in
the land of his heritage in Timnath-serah, in the hill-country of Ephraim, to
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the north of Mount Gaash. 31And Israel was true to the Lord all the days of
Joshua, and all the days of the older menwhowere still living after Joshua's
death, and had seen what the Lord had done for Israel. 32And the bones of
Joseph, which the children of Israel had taken up from Egypt, they put in
the earth in Shechem, in the property which Jacob had got from the sons of
Hamor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred shekels: and they became the
heritage of the children of Joseph. 33 Then the death of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron, took place; and his body was put in the earth in the hill of Phinehas
his son, which had been given to him in the hill-country of Ephraim.
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The Book of
Judges

1Now after the death of Joshua, the children of Israel made request to the
Lord, saying,Who is to go upfirst tomakewar for us against the Canaanites?
2 And the Lord said, Judah is to go up: see, I have given the land into his
hands. 3 Then Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my
heritage, so that we may make war against the Canaanites; and I will then
gowith you into your heritage. So Simeonwent with him. 4And Judahwent
up; and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hands;
and they overcame ten thousand of them in Bezek. 5And they came across
Adoni-zedek, andmadewar on him; and they overcame the Canaanites and
the Perizzites. 6But Adoni-zedekwent in flight; and theywent after him and
overtook him, and had his thumbs and his great toes cut off. 7 And Adoni-
zedek said, Seventy kings, whose thumbs and great toes had been cut off,
got broken meat under my table: as I have done, so has God done to me in
full. And they tookhimto Jerusalem, andhecame tohis end there. 8Then the
children of Judah made an attack on Jerusalem, and took it, burning down
the town after they had put its people to the sword without mercy. 9 After
that the children of Judah went down to make war on the Canaanites living
in the hill-country and in the south and in the lowlands. 10And Caleb went
against the Canaanites of Hebron: (now in earlier times Hebronwas named
Kiriath-arba:) and he put Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai to the sword.
11 And from there he went up against the people of Debir. (Now the name
of Debir in earlier times was Kiriath-sepher.) 12 And Caleb said, I will give
Achsah,my daughter, aswife to themanwho overcomes Kiriath-sepher and
takes it. 13 And Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it;
so he gave him his daughter Achsah for his wife. 14 Now when she came
to him, he put into her mind the idea of requesting a field from her father:
and she got down from her ass; and Caleb said to her, What is it? 15And she
said to him, Give me a blessing; because you have put me in a dry south-
land, now giveme springs of water. So Caleb gave her the higher spring and
the lower spring. 16Now Hobab the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, had come
up out of the town of palm-trees, with the children of Judah, into the waste
land of Arad; and he went and was living among the Amalekites; 17 And
Judah went with Simeon, his brother, and overcame the Canaanites living
in Zephath, and put it under the curse; and he gave the town the name of
Hormah. 18 Then Judah took Gaza and its limit, and Ashkelon and its limit,
and Ekron and its limit. 19 And the Lord was with Judah; and he took the
hill-country for his heritage; but he was unable to make the people of the
valley go out, for they had war-carriages of iron. 20And they gave Hebron
to Caleb, as Moses had said; and he took the land of the three sons of Anak,
driving them out from there. 21And the children of Judah did not make the
Jebusites who were living in Jerusalem go out; the Jebusites are still living
with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem. 22 And the family of Joseph
went up against Beth-el, and the Lord was with them. 23 So they sent men
to make a search round Beth-el. (Now the name of the town in earlier times
was Luz.) 24And the watchers saw a man coming out of the town, and said
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to him, If you will make clear to us the way into the town, we will be kind
to you. 25 So he made clear to them the way into the town, and they put it
to the sword; but they let the man and all his family get away safe. 26 And
he went into the land of the Hittites, building a town there and naming it
Luz: which is its name to this day. 27And Manasseh did not take away the
land of the people of Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, or of Taanach and
its daughter-towns, or of the people of Dor and its daughter-towns, or of the
people of Ibleamand its daughter-towns, or of the people ofMegiddo and its
daughter-towns, driving them out; but the Canaanites would go on living in
that land. 28Andwhenever Israel became strong, they put the Canaanites to
forced work, without driving them out completely. 29And Ephraim did not
make the Canaanites who were living in Gezer go out; but the Canaanites
went on living in Gezer among them. 30 Zebulun did not make the people
of Kitron or the people of Nahalol go out; but the Canaanites went on living
among themandwere put to forcedwork. 31AndAsher did not take the land
of the people of Acco, or Zidon, or Ahlab, or Achzib, or Helbah, or Aphik,
or Rehob, driving them out; 32 But the Asherites went on living among the
Canaanites, the people of the land, without driving themout. 33Naphtali did
not take the land of the people of Beth-shemesh or of Beth-anath, driving
them out; but he was living among the Canaanites in the land; however,
the people of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anathwere put to forcedwork. 34And
the children of Dan were forced into the hill-country by the Amorites, who
would not let them come down into the valley; 35For the Amorites would go
on living in Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim; but the children of
Joseph became stronger than they, and put them to forced work. 36And the
limit of the Edomites went from the slope of Akrabbim from Sela and up.

2
1Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said,

***I took you out of Egypt, guiding you into the landwhich I gave by an oath
to your fathers; and I said, My agreement with you will never be broken by
me: 2And you are to make no agreement with the people of this land; you
are to see that their altars are broken down: but you have not given ear to
my voice: what have you done? 3 And so I have said, I will not send them
out from before you; but they will be a danger to you, and their gods will be
a cause of falling to you. 4Now on hearing these words which the angel of
the Lord said to all the children of Israel, the people gave themselves up to
loud crying and weeping. 5 And they gave that place the name of Bochim,
and made offerings there to the Lord. 6And Joshua let the people go away,
and the children of Israel went, every man to his heritage, to take the land
for themselves. 7And the peoplewere true to the Lord all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the responsible men who were still living after the death
of Joshua, and had seen all the greatwork of the Lordwhich he had done for
Israel. 8Anddeath came to Joshua, the sonofNun, the servant of theLord, he
being ahundred and ten years old. 9And theyput his body in the earth in the
land of his heritage in Timnath-heres, in the hill-country of Ephraim to the
northofMountGaash. 10And in timedeathovertookall that generation; and
another generation came after them, having no knowledge of the Lord or of
the thingswhich he had done for Israel. 11And the children of Israel did evil
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in the eyes of the Lord and became servants to the Baals; 12And they gave
up the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had taken them out of the land of
Egypt, andwent after other gods, the gods of the peoples round about them,
worshipping them and moving the Lord to wrath. 13And they gave up the
Lord, and became the servants of Baal and the Astartes. 14And the wrath of
the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of
thosewhoviolently took their property, and into thehands of their haters all
round them, so that they were forced to give way before them. 15Wherever
theywentout, thehandof theLordwasagainst themfor evil, as theLordhad
taken his oath it would be; and things became very hard for them. 16 Then
the Lord gave them judges, as their saviours from the hands of those who
were cruel to them. 17 But still they would not give ear to their judges, but
went after other gods and gave themworship; quickly turning from theway
inwhich their fathers had gone, keeping the orders of the Lord; but they did
not do so. 18 And whenever the Lord gave them judges, then the Lord was
with the judge, and was their saviour from the hands of their haters all the
days of the judge; for the Lord was moved by their cries of grief because of
those who were cruel to them. 19 But whenever the judge was dead, they
went back and did more evil than their fathers, going after other gods, to
be their servants and their worshippers; giving up nothing of their sins and
their hard-hearted ways. 20And the wrath of the Lord was burning against
Israel, and he said, Because this nation has not been true to my agreement
which I made with their fathers, and has not given ear to my voice; 21From
now on I will not go on driving out from before them any of the nations
which at the death of Joshua were still living in this land; 22 In order to put
Israel to the test, and see if they will keep the way of the Lord, walking in it
as their fathers did, or not. 23So the Lord let those nations go on living in the
land, not driving them out quickly, and did not give them up into the hands
of Joshua.

3
1Nowtheseare thenationswhich theLordkept in the land for thepurpose

of testing Israel by them, all those who had had no experience of all the
wars of Canaan; 2Only because of the generations of the children of Israel,
for the purpose of teaching them war — only those who up till then had no
experienceof it; 3Thefivechiefs of thePhilistines, andall theCanaanites and
the Zidonians and the Hivites living in Mount Lebanon, from the mountain
Baal-hermon as far as Hamath: 4 For the purpose of testing Israel by them,
to see if they would give ear to the orders of the Lord, which he had given to
their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5Now the children of Israel were living
among theCanaanites, theHittites, and theAmorites, and thePerizzites, and
theHivites, and the Jebusites: 6And they tookaswives thedaughters of these
nations and gave their daughters to their sons, and became servants to their
gods. 7And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and put out
of their minds the Lord their God, and became servants to the Baals and the
Astartes. 8 So the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave
themup into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim, king ofMesopotamia; and the
children of Israel were his servants for eight years. 9Andwhen the children
of Israel made prayer to the Lord, he gave them a saviour, Othniel, the son
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of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10And the spirit of the Lord came on him
and he became judge of Israel, and went out to war, and the Lord gave up
Cushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia, into his hands and he overcame
him. 11Then for forty years the land had peace, till the death of Othniel, the
son of Kenaz. 12 Then the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the
Lord; and the Lordmade Eglon, king ofMoab, strong against Israel, because
they had done evil in the Lord's eyes. 13And Eglon got together the people of
Ammon and Amalek, and theywent and overcame Israel and took the town
of palm-trees. 14And the children of Israel were servants to Eglon, king of
Moab, for eighteenyears. 15Thenwhen the childrenof Israelmadeprayer to
the Lord, he gave thema saviour, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-
handedman; and the childrenof Israel sent anofferingbyhim toEglon, king
ofMoab. 16So Ehudmade himself a two-edged sword, a cubit long, which he
put on at his right side under his robe. 17And he took the offering to Eglon,
king of Moab, who was a very fat man. 18And after giving the offering, he
sent away the people who had come with the offering. 19 But he himself,
turning back from the stone images at Gilgal, said, I have something to say
to you in secret, O king. And he said, Let there be quiet. Then all those who
were waiting before him went out. 20 Then Ehud came in to him while he
was seated by himself in his summer-house. And Ehud said, I have a word
from God for you. And he got up from his seat. 21And Ehud put out his left
hand, and took the sword from his right side, and sent it into his stomach;
22And the hand-part went in after the blade, and the fat was joined up over
the blade; for he did not take the sword out of his stomach. And he went
out into the ... 23 Then Ehud went out into the covered way, shutting the
doors of the summer-house on him and locking them. 24Now when he had
gone, the king's servants came, and saw that the doors of the summer-house
were locked; and they said, It may be that he is in his summer-house for a
private purpose. 25And they went onwaiting till they were shamed, but the
doorswere still shut; so they took the key, and, opening them, saw their lord
stretched out dead on the floor. 26 But Ehud had got away while they were
waiting and had gone past the stone images and got away to Seirah. 27And
when he came there, he had a horn sounded in the hill-country of Ephraim,
and all the children of Israel went downwith him from the hill-country, and
he at their head. 28 And he said to them, Come after me; for the Lord has
given the Moabites, your haters, into your hands. So they went down after
him and took the crossing-places of Jordan against Moab, and let no one go
across. 29At that time theyputabout ten thousandmenofMoab to the sword,
every strongmanandeverymanofwar; not amangot away. 30SoMoabwas
broken that day under the hand of Israel. And for eighty years the land had
peace. 31AndafterhimcameShamgar, the sonofAnath,whoput todeath six
hundred Philistines with an ox-stick; and he was another saviour of Israel.

4
1 And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord when

Ehud was dead. 2And the Lord gave them up into the hands of Jabin, king
of Canaan, who was ruling in Hazor; the captain of his army was Sisera,
who was living in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 3 Then the children of Israel
made prayer to the Lord; for he had nine hundred iron war-carriages, and
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for twenty yearshewasvery cruel to the childrenof Israel. 4NowDeborah, a
womanprophet, thewife of Lapidoth,was judge of Israel at that time. 5 (And
she had her seat under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-
el in the hill-country of Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her
to be judged.) 6 And she sent for Barak, the son of Abinoam, from Kedesh-
naphtali, and said to him, Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, given orders
saying, Go and get your force into line inMount Tabor, and takewith you ten
thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun?
7And I will make Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his war-carriages
and his forces, come against you at the river Kishon, where I will give him
into your hands. 8AndBarak said to her, If youwill gowithme then Iwill go;
but if you will not go with me I will not go. 9And she said, I will certainly go
with you: though you will get no honour in your undertaking, for the Lord
will give Sisera into the hands of a woman. So Deborah got up and went
with Barak to Kedesh. 10Then Barak sent for Zebulun and Naphtali to come
to Kedesh; and ten thousand men went up after him, and Deborah went up
with him. 11Now Heber the Kenite, separating himself from the rest of the
Kenites, from the childrenofHobab, thebrother-in-lawofMoses, hadput up
his tent as far away as the oak-tree in Zaanannim, by Kedesh. 12And word
was given to Sisera that Barak, the son of Abinoam, had gone up to Mount
Tabor. 13 So Sisera got together all his war-carriages, nine hundred war-
carriages of iron, and all the people who were with him, from Harosheth
of the Gentiles as far as the river Kishon. 14Then Deborah said to Barak, Up!
for today the Lord has given Sisera into your hands: has not the Lord gone
out before you? So Barak went down from Mount Tabor and ten thousand
men after him. 15And the Lord sent fear on Sisera and all his war-carriages
and all his army before Barak; and Sisera got down from his war-carriage
andwent in flight on foot. 16But Barakwent after thewar-carriages and the
army as far asHarosheth of the Gentiles; and all Sisera's armywas put to the
sword; not a man got away. 17But Sisera went in flight on foot to the tent of
Jael, thewife ofHeber theKenite; for therewas peace between Jabin, king of
Hazor, and the family ofHeber theKenite. 18And Jaelwent out to Sisera, and
said to him, Come in, my lord, come in to me without fear. So he went into
her tent, and she put a cover over him. 19Then he said to her, Giveme now a
little water, for I have need of a drink. And opening a skin of milk, she gave
himdrink, and put the cover over himagain. 20Andhe said to her, Take your
placeat thedoorof the tent, and if anyonecomesandsays toyou, Is thereany
man here, say, No. 21Then Jael, Heber's wife, took a tent-pin and a hammer
andwentup tohimquietly, driving thepin intohishead, and itwent through
his head into the earth, for hewas in a deep sleep fromweariness; and so he
came to his end. 22Then Jaelwent out, andmeeting Barak going after Sisera,
said to him, Come, and I will let you see the man you are searching for. So
he came into her tent and saw, and therewas Sisera stretched out deadwith
the tent-pin in his head. 23 So that day God overcame Jabin, king of Canaan,
before the children of Israel. 24And the power of the children of Israel went
on increasing against Jabin, king of Canaan, till he was cut off.

5
1 At that time Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam, made this song,
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saying: 2 Because of the flowing hair of the fighters in Israel, because the
people gave themselves freely, give praise to the Lord. 3 Give attention, O
kings; give ear, O rulers; I, even I, will make a song to the Lord; I will make
melody to the Lord, the God of Israel. 4 Lord, when you went out from
Seir, moving like an army from the field of Edom, the earth was shaking
and the heavens were troubled, and the clouds were dropping water. 5 The
mountains were shaking before the Lord, before the Lord, the God of Israel.
6 In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways
were not used, and travellers went by side roads. 7 Country towns were no
more in Israel, ***were no more, till you, Deborah, came up, till you came
up as a mother in Israel. 8 They had no one to make arms, there were no
more armedmen in the towns; was there a body-cover or a spear to be seen
among forty thousand in Israel? 9 Come, you rulers of Israel, you who gave
yourselves freely among the people: give praise to the Lord. 10Let themgive
thought to it, who go onwhite asses, and thosewho arewalking on the road.
11Give ear to the women laughing by the water-springs; there they will give
again the story of the upright acts of the Lord, all the upright acts of his arm
in Israel. 12 Awake! awake! Deborah: awake! awake! give a song: Up!
Barak, and take prisoner those who took you prisoner, O son of Abinoam.
13 Then the chiefs went down to the doors; the Lord's people went down
among the strong ones. 14Out of Ephraim they came down into the valley;
after you, Benjamin, among your tribesmen; from Machir came down the
captains, and from Zebulun those in whose hand is the ruler's rod. 15 Your
chiefs, Issachar, were with Deborah; and Naphtali was true to Barak; into
the valley theywent rushing out at his feet. In Reuben there were divisions,
and great searchings of heart. 16Why did you keep quiet among the sheep,
hearing nothing but the watchers piping to the flocks? 17Gilead was living
over Jordan; and Dan was waiting in his ships; Asher kept in his place by
the sea's edge, living by his inlets. 18 It was the people of Zebulun who put
their lives in danger, even to death, with Naphtali on the high places of the
field. 19 The kings came on to the fight, the kings of Canaan were warring;
in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo: they took no profit in money. 20 The
stars from heaven were fighting; from their highways they were fighting
against Sisera. 21The river Kishon took them violently away, stopping their
flight, the river Kishon. Give praise, O my soul, to the strength of the Lord!
22 Then loudly the feet of the horses were sounding with the stamping, the
stamping of their war-horses. 23A curse, a curse onMeroz! said the angel of
the Lord. A bitter curse on her townspeople! Because they came not to the
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord among the strong ones. 24Blessings
be on Jael, more than on all women! Blessings greater than on any in the
tents! 25His request was for water, she gave himmilk; she put butter before
him on a fair plate. 26 She put out her hand to the tent-pin, and her right
hand to the workman's hammer; and she gave Sisera a blow, crushing his
head, wounding and driving through his brow. 27 Bent at her feet he went
down, he was stretched out; bent at her feet he went down; where he was
bent down, there he went down in death. 28 Looking out from the window
she gave a cry, the mother of Sisera was crying out through the window,
Why is his carriage so long in coming? When will the noise of his wheels
be sounding? 29Her wise women gave answer to her, yes, she made answer
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again toherself, 30Are theynot getting, are theynot parting the goods among
them: a young girl or two to every man; and to Sisera robes of coloured
needlework, worked in fair colours on this side and on that, for the neck of
the queen? 31 So may destruction come on all your haters, O Lord; but let
your lovers be like the sun going out in his strength. And for forty years the
land had peace.

6
1And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord

gave them up into the hand of Midian for seven years. 2 And Midian was
stronger than Israel; and because of the Midianites, the children of Israel
made holes for themselves in the mountains, and hollows in the rocks, and
strong places. 3 And whenever Israel's grain was planted, the Midianites
and the Amalekites and the people of the east came up against them; 4And
put their army in position against them; and they took all the produce of
the earth as far as Gaza, till there was no food in Israel, or any sheep or
oxen or asses. 5 For they came up regularly with their oxen and their tents;
they came like the locusts in number; they and their camels were without
number; and they came into the land for its destruction. 6And Israel was in
great need because of Midian; and the cry of the children of Israel went up
to the Lord. 7And when the cry of the children of Israel, because of Midian,
camebefore theLord, 8TheLord sent aprophet to the childrenof Israel,who
said to them, The Lord the God of Israel, has said, I took you up from Egypt,
out of the prison-house; 9And I took you out of the hands of the Egyptians
and out of the hands of all who were cruel to you, and I sent them out by
force from before you and gave you their land; 10And I said to you, I am the
Lord your God; you are not to give worship to the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living, but you did not give ear to my voice. 11Now the
angel of the Lord came and took his seat under the oak-tree in Ophrah, in
the field of Joash the Abiezrite; and his sonGideonwas crushing grain in the
place where the grapes were crushed, so that the Midianites might not see
it. 12 And the angel of the Lord came before his eyes, and said to him, The
Lord is with you, Oman of war. 13Then Gideon said to him, Omy lord, if the
Lord is with us why has all this come on us? And where are all his works
of power, of which our fathers have given us word, saying, Did not the Lord
take us out of Egypt? But now he has given us up, handing us over to the
power of Midian. 14 And the Lord, turning to him, said, Go in the strength
you have and be Israel's saviour from Midian: have I not sent you? 15And
he said to him, O Lord, how may I be the saviour of Israel? See, my family
is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 16Then
the Lord said to him, Truly, I will be with you, and you will overcome the
Midianites as if they were oneman. 17 So he said to him, If now I have grace
in your eyes, then give me a sign that it is you who are talking to me. 18Do
not go away till I come with my offering and put it before you. And he said,
I will not go away before you come back. 19Then Gideon went in and made
ready a young goat, and with an ephah of meal he made unleavened cakes:
he put themeat in a basket and the soup in which it had been cooked he put
in a pot, andhe took it out to himunder the oak-tree and gave it to him there.
20And the angel of God said to him, Take themeat and the unleavened cakes
and put themdownon the rock over there, draining out the soup over them.
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Andhedid so. 21Then the angel of the Lordput out the stickwhichwas in his
hand, touching the meat and the cakes with the end of it; and a flame came
up out of the rock, burning up the meat and the cakes: and the angel of the
Lordwas seenno longer. 22ThenGideonwas certain that hewas the angel of
the Lord; andGideon said, I am in fear, O LordGod! for I have seen the angel
of the Lord face to face. 23But the Lord said to him, Peace be with you; have
no fear: you are innodanger of death. 24ThenGideonmadeanaltar there to
the Lord, and gave it the name Yahweh-shalom; to this day it is in Ophrah of
the Abiezrites. 25The same night the Lord said to him, Take tenmen of your
servants and an ox seven years old, and after pulling down the altar of Baal
which is your father's, and cutting down the holy tree by its side, 26Make an
altar to theLordyourGodon the topof this rock, in theorderedwayand take
the ox andmake a burned offeringwith thewood of the holy treewhich has
been cut down. 27 Then Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord
had said to him; but fearing to do it by day, because of his father's people
and the men of the town, he did it by night. 28And the men of the town got
upearly in themorning, and they saw thealtar of Baal brokendown, and the
holy treewhichwasby it cut down, and theoxofferedon thealtarwhichhad
been put up there. 29And they said to one another,Who has done this thing?
And after searching with care, they said, Gideon, the son of Joash, has done
this thing. 30 Then the men of the town said to Joash, Make your son come
out to be put to death, for pulling down the altar of Baal and cutting down
theholy treewhichwasby it. 31But Joashsaid toall thosewhowereattacking
him,Will you take up the cause of Baal? will you be his saviour? Let anyone
who will take up his cause be put to death while it is still morning: if he is
a god, let him take up his cause himself because of the pulling down of his
altar. 32So that day he gave him the name of Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal take
up his cause against him because his altar has been broken down. 33 Then
all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the east, banding
themselves together,went over andput up their tents in the valley of Jezreel.
34But the spirit of the Lord came on Gideon; and at the sound of his horn all
Abiezer came together after him. 35And he sent through all Manasseh, and
they came after him; and he sent to Asher and Zebulun and Naphtali, and
they came up and were joined to the others. 36 Then Gideon said to God, If
you are going to give Israel salvation by my hand, as you have said, 37 See,
I will put the wool of a sheep on the grain-floor; if there is dew on the wool
only, while all the earth is dry, then I will be certain that it is your purpose
to give Israel salvation bymy hand as you have said. 38And it was so: for he
got up early on themorning after, and twisting the wool in his hands, he got
a basin full of water from the dew on the wool. 39Then Gideon said to God,
Donot bemoved towrath againstme if I say only this: letmemake onemore
test with the wool; let the wool now be dry, while the earth is covered with
dew. 40And that night God did so; for the wool was dry, and there was dew
on all the earth round it.

7
1Then Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, and all the people with him, got up early

and put up their tents by the side of the water-spring of Harod; the tents of
Midian were on the north side of him, under the hill of Moreh in the valley.
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2And the Lord said to Gideon, So great is the number of your people, that if
I give the Midianites into their hands they will be uplifted in pride over me
andwill say, Imyself have beenmy saviour. 3Sonow, let it be given out to the
people that anyonewho is shakingwith fear is to go back fromMountGalud.
So twenty-two thousand of the people went back, but there were still ten
thousand. 4Then the Lord said to Gideon, There are still more people than is
necessary; take themdown to thewater so that Imay put them to the test for
you there; then whoever I say is to go with you will go, and whoever I say is
not to gowill not go. 5So he took the people down to thewater; and the Lord
said toGideon, Put on one side by themselves all those drinkingup thewater
with their tongues like a dog; and in the sameway, all thosewho go down on
their knees to thewaterwhile drinking. 6Nowthenumberof thosewho took
up thewaterwith their tongueswas three hundred; all the rest of the people
went down on their knees to the water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, By
those three hundred who were drinking with their tongues I will give you
salvation and give the Midianites into your hands; let the rest of the people
go away, everyman to his place. 8So they took the vessels of the people, and
their horns from their hands, and he sent them away, everyman to his tent,
keeping only the threehundred; and the tents ofMidianwere lowerdown in
the valley. 9The same night the Lord said to him, Up! go down now against
their army, for I have given them into your hands. 10 But if you have fear
of going down, take your servant Purah with you and go down to the tents;
11And after hearing what they are saying, you will get strength to go down
against the army. So he went down with his servant Purah to the outer line
of the tents of the armed men. 12 Now the Midianites and the Amalekites
and all the people of the east were covering the valley like locusts; and their
camels were like the sand by the seaside, without number. 13When Gideon
came there, a man was giving his friend an account of his dream, saying,
See, I had a dream about a cake of barley bread which, falling into the tents
ofMidian, came on to the tent, overturning it so that it was stretched out flat
on the earth. 14And his friend in answer said, This is certainly the sword of
Gideon, the son of Joash, the men of Israel: into their hands God has given
up all the army of Midian. 15 Then Gideon, hearing the story of the dream
and the sense in which they took it, gave worship; then he went back to the
tents of Israel, and said, Up! for the Lord has given the army of Midian into
your hands. 16Then separating the three hundredmen into three bands, he
gave every man a horn, and a vessel in which was a flaming branch. 17And
he said to them, Keep your eyes onme, and dowhat I do; when I come to the
outer line of tents, whatever I do, you are to do the same. 18At the sound of
myhorn, and the horns of thosewho arewithme, let your horns be sounded
all round the tents, and say, For the Lord and for Gideon. 19 So Gideon and
the three hundred men who were with him came to the outer line of tents,
at the start of the middle watch, when the watchmen had only then taken
their stations; and the horns were sounded and the vessels broken. 20 So
the three bands all gave a loud note on their horns, and when the vessels
had been broken, they took the flaming branches in their left hands, and the
horns in their right hands ready for blowing, crying out, For the Lord and
for Gideon. 21Then theymade a line round the tents, everyman in his place;
and all the army, awaking from sleep, came running out, andwith loud cries
went in flight. 22And the three hundred gave a loud note on their horns, and
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every man's sword was turned by the Lord against his brother all through
the army; and the army went in flight as far as Beth-shittah in the direction
of Zeredah, to the edge of Abel-meholah by Tabbath. 23And themenof Israel
came together from Naphtali and from Asher and all Manasseh, and went
after Midian. 24 Then Gideon sent through all the hill-country of Ephraim
saying, Come down against Midian, and keep theways across Jordan before
they come. So all the men of Ephraim, massing themselves together, kept
the ways across Jordan. 25And they took the two chiefs of Midian, Oreb and
Zeeb; and they put Oreb to death at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they put to
death at the place of the grape-crushing in Zeeb, and theywent afterMidian;
but the heads of Oreb and Zeeb they took across Jordan to Gideon.

8
1And themen of Ephraim came and said to him,Why did you not send for

us when you went to war against Midian? And they said sharp and angry
words to him. 2And he said to them, What have I done in comparison with
you? Is not that which Ephraim took up after the grape-cutting better than
all the grapes which Abiezer got in from the grape-cutting? 3God has given
into your hands the chiefs of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; what have I been able
to do in comparison with you? And when he said this, their feeling about
him became kinder. 4 Then Gideon came to Jordan and went over it with
his three hundred, overcome with weariness and in need of food. 5 And
he said to the men of Succoth, Give bread cakes to my people, for they are
overcomewithweariness, and I amgoing on after Zebah and Zalmunna, the
kings of Midian. 6But the chiefs of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and
Zalmunna even now in your hand that we are to give bread to your army?
7 Then Gideon said, Because of this, when the Lord has given Zebah and
Zalmunna intomy hands, I will have you stretched on a bed of thorns of the
waste land and on sharp stems, and have you crushed as grain is crushed
on a grain-floor. 8 So he went up from there to Penuel and made the same
request to themenof Penuel; but they gave him the same answer as themen
of Succoth had given. 9 So he said to the men of Penuel, When I come back
in peace, I will have this tower broken down. 10Now Zebah and Zalmunna
were in Karkor and their armies with them, about fifteen thousand men,
those of all the army of the children of the east who were still living; for a
hundred and twenty thousand of their swordsmen had been put to death.
11And Gideon went up by the way used by the people living in tents on the
east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and made an attack on the army when they
had no thought of danger. 12And Zebah and Zalmunna went in flight; and
hewent after them, and took the two kings ofMidian, Zebah and Zalmunna,
andput all the army to the curse. 13ThenGideon, the son of Joash,went back
from the fight: 14And taking prisoner a youngman of the people of Succoth,
he got from him, in answer to his questions, a list of the chiefs of Succoth
and the responsible men, seventy-seven men. 15 So he came to the men of
Succoth and said, Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, on account of whom you
made sport of me, saying, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna even now
in your hand, thatwe are to give bread to your armywhoare overcomewith
weariness? 16 Then he took the responsible men of the town and had them
crushed on a bed of thorns and sharp stems. 17 And he had the tower of
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Penuel brokendownand themenof the townput to death. 18Thenhe said to
Zebah and Zalmunna,Where are themenwhom you put to death at Tabor?
And they gave answer, As you are, so were they; every one of themwas like
a king's son. 19And he said, They were my brothers, my mother's sons: by
the life of the Lord, if you had kept them safe, I would not put you to death.
20 Then he said to Jether, his oldest son, Up! Put them to death. But the boy
did not take out his sword, fearing because he was still a boy. 21Then Zebah
and Zalmunna said, Up! Put an end to us yourself: for you have a man's
strength. Then Gideon got up and put Zebah and Zalmunna to death and
took the ornaments which were on their camels' necks. 22 Then the men of
Israel said to Gideon, Be our ruler, you and your son and your son's son after
him; for you have been our saviour from the hands ofMidian. 23But Gideon
said to them, Iwill not bea ruler over you, andmysonwill not bea ruler over
you: it is the Lord who will be ruler over you. 24 Then Gideon said to them,
I have a request to make to you; let every man give me the ear-rings he has
taken. (For they had gold ear-rings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 25And
they gave answer, We will gladly give them. So they put down a robe, every
man dropping into it the ear-rings he had taken. 26 The weight of the gold
ear-ringswhichhe got from themwas one thousand, sevenhundred shekels
of gold; in addition to themoon-ornaments and jewels and the purple robes
which were on the kings of Midian, and the chains on their camels' necks.
27And Gideon made an ephod from them and put it up in his town Ophrah;
and all Israel went after it there and were false to the Lord; and it became
a cause of sin to Gideon and his house. 28 So Midian was broken before the
children of Israel and the Midianites never got back their strength. And the
land had peace for forty years, in the days of Gideon. 29And Jerubbaal, the
son of Joash, went back to his house and was living there. 30 Gideon had
seventy sons, the offspring of his body; for he had a number ofwives. 31And
the servant-wife he had in Shechem had a son by him, to whom he gave the
name Abimelech. 32And Gideon, the son of Joash, came to his end when he
was very old, and his body was put in the resting-place of Joash his father,
in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 33 And after the death of Gideon, the children
of Israel againwent after the gods of Canaan andwere false to the Lord, and
madeBaal-berith their god. 34And the children of Israel did not keep in their
minds the Lord their God, who had been their saviour from all their haters
on every side; 35And they were not kind to the house of Jerubbaal, that is,
Gideon, in reward for all the good he had done to Israel.

9
1Now Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, went to Shechem to his mother's

family, and said to themand to all the family of hismother's father, 2Saynow
in the ears of all the townsmen of Shechem, Is it better for you to be ruled by
all the seventy sonsof Jerubbaal orbyonemanonly? Andkeep inmind that I
am your bone and your flesh. 3So hismother's family said all this about him
in the ears of all the townsmen of Shechem: and their hearts were turned
to Abimelech, for they said, He is our brother. 4And they gave him seventy
shekels of silver from the house of Baal-berith, with which Abimelech got
the support of a number of uncontrolled and good-for-nothing persons.
5 Then he went to his father's house at Ophrah, and put his brothers, the
seventy sons of Jerubbaal, to death on the same stone; however, Jotham, the
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youngest, kept himself safe by going away to a secret place. 6 And all the
townsmenof Shechemandall Beth-millo came together andwent andmade
Abimelech their king, by the oak of the pillar in Shechem. 7 Now Jotham,
on hearing of it, went to the top of Mount Gerizim, and crying out with a
loud voice said to them, Give ear to me, you townsmen of Shechem, so that
God may give ear to you. 8 One day the trees went out to make a king for
themselves; and they said to the olive-tree, Be king over us. 9But the olive-
tree said to them,AmI to giveupmywealth of oil, bywhichmengivehonour
to God, and go waving over the trees? 10 Then the trees said to the fig-tree,
You come and be king over us. 11 But the fig-tree said to them, Am I to give
up my sweet taste and my good fruit and go waving over the trees? 12Then
the trees said to the vine, You come and be king over us. 13But the vine said
to them, Am I to give up my wine, which makes glad God and men, to go
waving over the trees? 14Then all the trees said to the thorn, You come and
be king over us. 15And the thorn said to the trees, If it is truly your desire to
make me your king, then come and put your faith in my shade; and if not,
may fire come out of the thorn, burning up the cedars of Lebanon. 16 So
now, if you have done truly and uprightly in making Abimelech king, and
if you have done well to Jerubbaal and his house in reward for the work of
his hands; 17 (For my father made war for you, and put his life in danger,
and made you free from the hands of Midian; 18And you have gone against
my father's family this day, and have put to death his sons, even seventy
men on one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his servant-wife,
king over the townsmen of Shechem because he is your brother;) 19 If then
you have donewhat is true and upright to Jerubbaal and his family this day,
may you have joy in Abimelech, and may he have joy in you; 20 But if not,
may fire come out from Abimelech, burning up the townsmen of Shechem
and Beth-millo; and may fire come out from the townsmen of Shechem
and Beth-millo, for the destruction of Abimelech. 21 Then Jotham straight
away went in flight to Beer, and was living there for fear of his brother
Abimelech. 22SoAbimelechwas chief over Israel for three years. 23AndGod
sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the townsmen of Shechem; and
the townsmen of Shechem were false to Abimelech; 24 So that punishment
for the violent attack made on the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, and for their
blood, might come on Abimelech, their brother, who put them to death,
and on the townsmen of Shechem who gave him their help in putting his
brothers to death. 25And the townsmen of Shechem put secret watchers on
the tops of the mountains, and theymade attacks on all who went by on the
roadand took their goods; andwordof this came toAbimelech. 26ThenGaal,
the son of Ebed, camewith his brothers, andwent over to Shechem; and the
men of Shechem put their faith in him. 27And theywent out into their fields
and got in the fruit of their vines, and when the grapes had been crushed,
they made a holy feast and went into the house of their god, and over their
food and drink they were cursing Abimelech. 28And Gaal, the son of Ebed,
said,Who is Abimelech andwho is Shechem, that we are to be his servants?
Is it not right for the son of Jerubbaal and Zebul his captain to be servants to
themenofHamor, the fatherof Shechem? Butwhyarewe tobehis servants?
29 If only I had authority over this people! I would put Abimelech out of the
way, and I would say to Abimelech, Make your army strong, and come out.
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30Now Zebul, the ruler of the town, hearing what Gaal, the son of Ebed, had
said, was moved to wrath. 31And he sent to Abimelech at Arumah, saying,
See, Gaal, the son of Ebed, and his brothers have come to Shechem, and they
are working up the town against you. 32 So now, get up by night, you and
your people, and keep watch in the field secretly; 33 And in the morning,
when the sun is up, get up early andmake a rush on the town; and when he
andhis people comeout against you, do to themwhatever youhavea chance
todo. 34SoAbimelechand thepeoplewithhimgotupbynight, in fourbands,
to make a surprise attack on Shechem. 35 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, went
out, and tookhis place at the doorway into the town; thenAbimelech andhis
people got up from theplacewhere theyhadbeenwaiting. 36AndwhenGaal
saw the people, he said to Zebul, See! people are coming down from the tops
of themountains. And Zebul said to him, You see the shade of themountains
like men. 37 And Gaal said again, See! people are coming down from the
middle of the land, and one band is coming by way of the oak-tree of the
Seers. 38Then Zebul said to him, Nowwhere is your loud talkwhen you said,
Who isAbimelech thatweare tobehis servants? Is thisnot thepeoplewhom
youwere rating so low? Go out now, andmakewar on them. 39So Gaalwent
out at the head of the townsmen of Shechem and made war on Abimelech.
40 And Abimelech went after him and he went in flight before him; and a
great number were falling by the sword all the way up to the town. 41Then
Abimelechwentback toArumah; andZebul sentGaal andhis brothers away
and would not let them go on living in Shechem. 42Now the day after, the
people went out into the fields; and news of it came to Abimelech. 43And he
took his people, separating them into three bands, and was waiting secretly
in the field; andwhen he saw the people coming out of the town, hewent up
andmade an attack on them. 44And Abimelech with his band made a rush,
and took up their position at the doorway into the town; and the other two
bands made a rush on all those who were in the fields, and overcame them.
45And all that day Abimelech was fighting against the town; and he took it,
and put to death the people who were in it, and had the town pulled down
and covered with salt. 46 Then all the townsmen of the tower of Shechem,
hearing of it, went into the inner roomof the house of El-berith. 47Andword
was given to Abimelech that all themen of the tower of Shechemwere there
together. 48 Then Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, with all his people;
and Abimelech took an axe in his hand and, cutting down branches of trees,
took them and put them on his back. And he said to the people who were
with him, Be quick and do as you have seen me do. 49 So all the people got
branches, everyman cutting down a branch, and theywentwith Abimelech
at their head and, massing the branches against the inner room, put fire to
the room over them; so all thosewhowere in the tower of Shechem, about a
thousandmenandwomen,were burned to deathwith it. 50ThenAbimelech
went to Thebez, and put his army in position against Thebez and took it.
51 But in the middle of the town there was a strong tower, to which all the
menandwomenof the townwent inflight and, shutting themselves in,went
up to the roof of the tower. 52AndAbimelech came to the tower andmade an
attack on it, and got near to the door of the tower for the purpose of firing it.
53But a certainwoman sent a great stone, such as is used for crushing grain,
on to the head of Abimelech, cracking the bone. 54 Then quickly crying out
to his body-servant, he said to him, Take out your sword and put an end to
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me straight away, so that menmay not say of me, His death was the work of
a woman. So the young man put his sword through him, causing his death.
55Andwhen themenof Israel saw thatAbimelechwasdead, theywentaway,
every man to his place. 56 In this way Abimelech was rewarded by God for
the evil he had done to his father in putting his seventy brothers to death;
57And God sent back on to the heads of themen of Shechem all the evil they
had done, and the curse of Jotham, the son of Jerubbaal, came on them.

10
1Now after Abimelech, Tola, the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of

Issachar, became the saviour of Israel; he was living in Shamir in the hill-
countryofEphraim. 2Hewas judgeover Israel for twenty-threeyears; andat
hisdeathhisbodywasput to rest in theearth inShamir. 3Andafterhimcame
Jair the Gileadite, who was judge over Israel for twenty-two years. 4And he
had thirty sons, who went on thirty young asses; and they had thirty towns
in the land of Gilead, which are named Havvoth-Jair to this day. 5And at the
death of Jair his body was put to rest in the earth in Kamon. 6And again the
children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord, worshipping the Baals and
Astartes, and the gods of Aram and the gods of Zidon and the gods of Moab
and the gods of the children of Ammon and the gods of the Philistines; they
gave up the Lord and were servants to him no longer. 7 And the wrath of
the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of
the Philistines and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 8And that year
the children of Israel were crushed under their yoke; for eighteen years all
the children of Israel on the other side of Jordan, in the land of the Amorites
which is inGilead,were cruelly crusheddown. 9And the childrenofAmmon
went over Jordan, to make war against Judah and Benjamin and the house
of Ephraim; and Israel was in great trouble. 10 Then the children of Israel,
crying out to the Lord, said, Great is our sin against you, for we have given
up our God and have been servants to the Baals. 11And the Lord said to the
children of Israel,Were not the Egyptians and theAmorites and the children
of Ammon and the Philistines 12And the Zidonians and Amalek andMidian
crushing you down, and in answer to your cry did I not give you salvation
from their hands? 13 But, for all this, you have given me up and have been
servants to other gods: so I will be your saviour no longer. 14 Go, send up
your cry for help to the gods of your selection; let them be your saviours in
the time of your trouble. 15And the children of Israel said to the Lord, We
are sinners; do to uswhatever seems good to you: only give us salvation this
day. 16 So they put away the strange gods from among them, and became
the Lord's servants; and his soul was angry because of the sorrows of Israel.
17Then the children ofAmmoncame together andput their army inposition
in Gilead. And the children of Israel came together and put their army in
position inMizpah. 18And the people of Israel said to one another, Whowill
be the first to make an attack on the children of Ammon? Wewill make him
head over all Gilead.

11
1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a great man of war; he was the son of

a loose woman, and Gilead was his father. 2 And Gilead's wife gave birth
to sons, and when her sons became men, they sent Jephthah away, saying,
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You have no part in the heritage of our father's house, for you are the son
of another woman. 3 So Jephthah went in flight from his brothers and was
living in the land of Tob, where a number of good-for-nothing men, joining
Jephthah, went out with him on his undertakings. 4 Now after a time the
children of Ammon made war against Israel. 5 And when the children of
Ammonmade war against Israel, the responsible men of Gilead went to get
Jephthah back from the land of Tob; 6And they said to Jephthah, Come and
be our chief so that wemaymake war against the children of Ammon. 7But
Jephthah said to the responsible men of Gilead, Did you not, in your hate
for me, send me away from my father's house? Why do you come to me
now when you are in trouble? 8And the responsible men of Gilead said to
Jephthah, That is the reason we have come back to you; so go with us and
make war against the children of Ammon, and we will make you our head
over all the people of Gilead. 9 Then Jephthah said to the responsible men
of Gilead, If you take me back to make war against the children of Ammon,
and if with the help of the Lord I overcome them, will you make me your
head? 10And the responsible men of Gilead said to Jephthah, May the Lord
be ourwitness: wewill certainly do as you say. 11So Jephthahwentwith the
responsible men of Gilead, and the people made him head and chief over
them; and Jephthah said all these things before the Lord in Mizpah. 12Then
Jephthah sentmen to the king of the children of Ammon, saying,What have
you againstme that you have come tomakewar againstmy land? 13And the
king of the children of Ammon said to the men sent by Jephthah, Because
Israel, when he came up out of Egypt, took away my land, from the Arnon
as far as the Jabbok and as far as Jordan: so now, give me back those lands
quietly. 14 And Jephthah sent again to the king of the children of Ammon,
15And said to him, This is theword of Jephthah: Israel did not take away the
land of Moab or the land of the children of Ammon; 16But when they came
up from Egypt, Israel went through the waste land to the Red Sea and came
to Kadesh; 17 Then Israel sent men to the king of Edom saying, Let me now
go through your land; but the king of Edom did not give ear to them. And in
the same way he sent to the king of Moab, but he would not; so Israel went
on living in Kadesh. 18 Then he went on through the waste land and round
the land of Edomand the land ofMoab, and came by the east side of the land
of Moab, and put up their tents on the other side of the Arnon; they did not
come inside the limit of Moab, for the Arnon was the limit of Moab. 19And
Israel sent men to Sihon, king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and
Israel said to him, Letmenowgo through your land tomyplace. 20But Sihon
wouldnot givewayand let Israel go throughhis land; and Sihon got together
all his people, and put his army in position in Jahaz, andmadewar on Israel.
21And theLord, theGodof Israel, gaveSihonandallhispeople into thehands
of Israel, and they overcame them; so all the land of theAmorites, the people
of that land, became Israel's. 22All the limit of the Amorites was theirs, from
the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and from thewaste land even to Jordan. 23So
now theLord, theGodof Israel, has takenaway their land from theAmorites
and given it to his people Israel; are you then to have it? 24Do you not keep
the lands of those whom Chemosh your god sends out from before you? So
we will keep all the lands of those whom the Lord our God sends out from
before us. 25What! are you any better than Balak, the son of Zippor, king
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of Moab? Did he ever take up a cause against Israel or make war against
them? 26While Israel was living in Heshbon and its daughter-towns and in
Aroer and its daughter-towns and in all the towns which are by the side of
the Arnon, for three hundred years, why did you not get them back at that
time? 27So I havedonenowrong against you, but you are doingwrong tome
infighting againstme: may theLord,who is Judge this day, be judgebetween
the children of Israel and the children of Ammon. 28The king of the children
of Ammon, however, did not give ear to the words which Jephthah sent to
him. 29 Then the spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah, and he went through
Gilead and Manasseh, and came to Mizpeh of Gilead; and from Mizpeh of
Gilead he went over to the children of Ammon. 30 And Jephthah took an
oath to the Lord, and said, If you will give the children of Ammon into my
hands, 31 Then whoever comes out from the door of my house, meeting me
when I come back in peace from the children of Ammon, will be the Lord's
and I will give him as a burned offering. 32 So Jephthah went over to the
children of Ammon to make war on them; and the Lord gave them into his
hands. 33And hemade an attack on them fromAroer all theway toMinnith,
overrunning twenty towns, as far asAbel-cheramim, andput great numbers
to the sword. So the children of Ammonwere crushed before the children of
Israel. 34Then Jephthah came back to his house inMizpah, and his daughter
came out, meeting him on his way with music and with dances; she was his
only child; he had no other sons or daughters. 35And when he saw her he
was overcome with grief, and said, Ah! my daughter! I am crushed with
sorrow, and it is you who are the chief cause of my trouble; for I have made
an oath to the Lord and I may not take it back. 36 And she said to him, My
father, you havemade an oath to the Lord; do then tomewhatever you have
said; for the Lord has sent a full reward on your haters, on the children of
Ammon. 37Then she said to her father, Only do this for me: let me have two
months to go away into themountains withmy friends, weeping formy sad
fate. 38And he said, Go then. So he sent her away for two months; and she
went with her friends to the mountains, weeping for her sad fate. 39 And
at the end of two months she went back to her father, who did with her as
he had said in his oath: and she had never been touched by a man. So it
became a rule in Israel, 40 For the women to go year by year sorrowing for
the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite, four days in every year.

12
1Now themen of Ephraim came together and took up arms andwent over

to Zaphon; and they said to Jephthah, Why did you go over to make war
against the children of Ammonwithout sending for us to go with you? Now
we will put your house on fire over you. 2And Jephthah said to them, I and
my people were in danger, and the children of Ammon were very cruel to
us, and when I sent for you, you gave me no help against them. 3 So when I
saw that there was no help to be had from you, I put my life inmy hand and
went over against the children of Ammon, and the Lord gave them into my
hands: why thenhaveyoucomeup tome thisday tomakewaronme? 4Then
Jephthah got together all the men of Gilead and made war on Ephraim;
and the men of Gilead overcame Ephraim. 5 And the Gileadites took the
crossing-places of Jordan against the Ephraimites; andwhen any of themen
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of Ephraim who had gone in flight said, let me go over; the men of Gilead
said to him, Are you an Ephraimite? And if he said, No; 6 Then they said to
him, Now say Shibboleth; and he said Sibboleth, and was not able to say it
in the right way; then they took him and put him to death at the crossing-
places of Jordan; and at that time forty-two thousand Ephraimites were put
to death. 7Now Jephthahwas judge of Israel for six years. And Jephthah the
Gileadite came to his death, and his bodywas put to rest in his town,Mizpeh
of Gilead. 8And after him, Ibzan of Beth-lehemwas judge of Israel. 9He had
thirty sons, and thirty daughters whom he sent to other places, and he got
thirty wives from other places for his sons. And he was judge of Israel for
seven years. 10And Ibzan came to his death and his body was put to rest at
Beth-lehem. 11And after him, Elon the Zebulonite was judge of Israel; and
he was judge of Israel for ten years. 12And Elon the Zebulonite came to his
death, and his body was put to rest in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. 13And
after him, Abdon, the son of Hillel, the Pirathonite, was judge of Israel. 14He
had forty sons and thirty sons' sons who went on seventy young asses; and
he was judge of Israel for eight years. 15And Abdon, the son of Hillel, came
to his death, and his bodywas put to rest in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim,
in the hill-country of the Amalekites.

13
1And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the

Lord gave them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. 2Now there
was a certain man of Zorah of the family of the Danites, and his name was
Manoah; and his wife had never given birth to a child. 3And the angel of the
Lord came to the woman, and said to her, See now! though you have never
given birth to children, you will be with child and give birth to a son. 4Now
then take care to have no wine or strong drink and to take no unclean thing
for food; 5For you arewith child andwill give birth to a son; his hair is never
to be cut, for the child is to be separate to God from his birth; and he will
take up the work of freeing Israel from the hands of the Philistines. 6 Then
the woman came in, and said to her husband, A man came to me, and his
formwas like the form of a god, causing great fear; I put no question to him
about where he came from, and he did not give me his name; 7 But he said
to me, You are with child and will give birth to a son; and now do not take
any wine or strong drink or let anything unclean be your food; for the child
will be separate to God fromhis birth to the day of his death. 8ThenManoah
made prayer to the Lord, and said, O Lord, let the man of God whom you
sent come to us again and make clear to us what we are to do for the child
who is to come. 9 And God gave ear to the voice of Manoah; and the angel
of God came to the woman again when she was seated in the field; but her
husbandManoah was not with her. 10 So the woman, running quickly, gave
herhusband thenews, saying, I have seen themanwhocame tome theother
day. 11AndManoah got up and went after his wife, and came up to the man
and said to him, Are you the man who was talking to this woman? And he
said, I am. 12And Manoah said, Now when your words come true, what is
to be the rule for the child and what will be his work? 13 And the angel of
the Lord said toManoah, Let thewoman take note ofwhat I have said to her.
14She is to have nothingwhich comes from the vine for her food, and let her
take no wine or strong drink or anything which is unclean; let her take care
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to do all I have given her orders to do. 15AndManoah said to the angel of the
Lord, Now let us keep youwhilewemake ready a young goat for you. 16And
the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, Though you keep me I will not take
of your food; but if you will make a burned offering, let it be offered to the
Lord. For it had not come into Manoah's mind that he was the angel of the
Lord. 17 Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, What is your name, so
that when your words come true wemay give you honour? 18But the angel
of the Lord said to him,Why are you questioningme aboutmy name, seeing
that it is a wonder? 19SoManoah took the young goat with its meal offering,
offering it on the rock to the Lord, who did strange things. 20And when the
flame went up to heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord went up in
the flame of the altar, while Manoah and his wife were looking on; and they
went down on their faces to the earth. 21But the angel of the Lord was seen
no more by Manoah and his wife. Then it was clear to Manoah that he was
the angel of the Lord. 22And Manoah said to his wife, Death will certainly
be our fate, for it is a god whom we have seen. 23 But his wife said to him,
If the Lord was purposing our death, he would not have taken our burned
offering and ourmeal offering, or have given us such orders about the child.
24So thewoman gave birth to a son, and gave him the name Samson; and he
became a man and the blessing of the Lord was on him. 25And the spirit of
the Lord first came on him inMahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

14
1 Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah, of

the daughters of the Philistines; 2 And when he came back he said to his
father and mother, I have seen a woman in Timnah, of the daughters of the
Philistines: get her now for me for my wife. 3 Then his father and mother
said to him, Is there no woman among the daughters of your relations or
amongallmypeople, that youhave to go for yourwife to thePhilistines,who
are without circumcision? But Samson said to his father, Get her for me, for
she is pleasing to me. 4Now his father and mother had no knowledge that
this was the purpose of the Lord, who had the destruction of the Philistines
in mind. Now the Philistines at that time were ruling over Israel. 5 Then
Samson went down to Timnah (and his father and his mother,) and came
to the vine-gardens of Timnah; and a young lion came rushing out at him.
6 And the spirit of the Lord came on him with power, and, unarmed as he
was, pulling the lion in two as one might do to a young goat, he put him to
death; (but he said nothing to his father and mother of what he had done.)
7 So he went down and had talk with the woman; and she was pleasing to
Samson. 8Then after a time he went back to take her; and turning from the
road to see the dead body of the lion, he saw a mass of bees in the body of
the lion, and honey there. 9And he took the honey in his hand, andwent on,
tasting it on the way; and when he came to his father and mother he gave
some to them; but did not say that he had taken the honey from the body of
the lion. 10Then Samson went down to the woman, and made a feast there,
as was the way among young men. 11 And he took thirty friends, and they
were with him. 12 And Samson said, Now I have a hard question for you:
if you are able to give me the answer before the seven days of the feast are
over, I will give you thirty linen robes and thirty changes of clothing; 13But if
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you are not able to give me the answer, then you will have to give me thirty
linen robes and thirty changes of clothing. And they said to him, Put your
hard question and let us seewhat it is. 14Andhe said, Out of the taker of food
came food, andout of the strong came the sweet. Andat the endof threedays
theywere still not able to give the answer. 15So on the fourth day they said to
Samson's wife, Get from your husband the answer to his question by some
trick or other, or wewill have you and your father's house burnedwith fire;
did you get us here to take all we have? 16Then Samson'swife, weeping over
him, said, Truly you have no love for me but only hate; you have put a hard
question to the children of my people and have not given me the answer.
And he said to her, See, I have not given the answer even to my father or
my mother; am I to give it to you? 17And all the seven days of the feast she
went on weeping over him; and on the seventh day he gave her the answer,
because she gave himnopeace; and she sentword of it to the children of her
people. 18 Then on the seventh day, before he went into the bride's room,
the men of the town said to him, What is sweeter than honey? and what is
stronger than a lion? And he said to them, If you had not been ploughing
with my cow you would not have got the answer to my question. 19And the
spirit of the Lord came rushing on him, and hewent down to Ashkelon and,
attacking thirty men there, took their clothing from them, and gave it to the
menwho had given the answer to his hard question. Then, full of wrath, he
went back to his father's house. 20But Samson's wife was given to the friend
who had been his best man.

15
1Now a short time after, at the time of the grain-cutting, Samson, taking

with him a young goat, went to see his wife; and he said, I will go in to my
wife into the bride's room. But her father would not let him go in. 2 And
her father said, It seemed tome that you had only hate for her; so I gave her
to your friend: but is not her younger sister fairer than she? so please take
her in place of the other. 3 Then Samson said to them, This time I will give
payment in full to the Philistines, for I am going to do them great evil. 4 So
Samsonwent and got three hundred foxes and some sticks of fire-wood; and
he put the foxes tail to tail with a stick between every two tails; 5Then firing
the sticks, he let the foxes loose among the uncut grain of the Philistines, and
all the corded stems as well as the living grain and the vine-gardens and the
oliveswent up inflames. 6Then the Philistines said,Whohas done this? And
they said, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he took his wife
and gave her to his friend. So the Philistines came up and had her and her
father's houseburned. 7AndSamson said to them, If yougoon like this, truly
I will take my full payment from you; and that will be the end of it. 8And he
made an attack on them, driving them in uncontrolled flight, and causing
great destruction; then he went away to his safe place in the crack of the
rock at Etam. 9Then the Philistines went and put up their tents in Judah, all
round Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah said, Why have you come up against
us? And they said, We have come up to take Samson, and to do to him as he
has done to us. 11Then three thousand of themenof Judahwent down to the
crack of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, Is it not clear to you that the
Philistines are our rulers? What is this you have done to us? And he said to



Judges 15:12 271 Judges 16:12

them, I only did to them as they did tome. 12Then they said to him,We have
comedown to take youandgive youup into thehands of the Philistines. And
Samson said to them, Giveme your oath that youwill notmake an attack on
me yourselves. 13And they said, No; we will take you and give you up into
theirhands, but trulywewillnotputyou todeath. Soknotting twonewcords
roundhim they took himup from the rock. 14Andwhenhe came to Lehi, the
Philistines came out, meeting himwith loud cries; then the spirit of the Lord
came rushing on him, and the cords on his arms became like grass which
has been burned with fire, and the bands came falling off his hands. 15And
taking up the mouth-bone of an ass newly dead, which he saw by chance
on the earth, he put to death a thousand men with it. 16 And Samson said,
With a red ass's mouth-bone I have made them red with blood, with a red
ass's mouth-bone I have sent destruction on a thousandmen. 17And having
said thesewords, he let themouth-bone go out of his hand; so that placewas
named Ramath-lehi. 18After this, he was in great need of water, and crying
out to the Lord, he said, You have given this great salvation by the hand of
your servant, and now need of water will be my death; and I will be given
into the hands of this people who are without circumcision. 19 Then God
made a crack in the hollow rock in Lehi and water came out of it; and after
drinking, his spirit came back to him and he was strong again; so that place
was named En-hakkore; it is in Lehi to this day. 20And hewas judge of Israel
in the days of the Philistines for twenty years.

16
1Now Samsonwent to Gaza, and there he saw a loosewoman andwent in

to her. 2And it was said to the Gazites, Samson is here. So they went round,
watching for him all day at the doorway of the town, but at night they kept
quiet, saying, When daylight comes we will put him to death. 3And Samson
was there till the middle of the night; then he got up, and took a grip on the
doors of the town, pulling them up, together with their two supports and
their locks, and put them on his back and took them up to the top of the hill
in front of Hebron. 4 Now after this, he was in love with a woman in the
valley of Sorek, named Delilah. 5And the chiefs of the Philistines came up
to her, and said to her, Make use of your power over him and see what is
the secret of his great strength, and how we may get the better of him, and
put bands on him, so that wemaymake him feeble; and every one of us will
give you eleven hundred shekels of silver. 6So Delilah said to Samson, Make
clear to me nowwhat is the secret of your great strength, and how youmay
be put in bands and made feeble. 7 And Samson said to her, If seven new
bow-cords which have never been made dry are knotted round me, I will
becomefeebleandwill be likeanyotherman. 8So thechiefsof thePhilistines
gaveher sevennewbow-cordswhichhadnever beenmadedry, and shehad
them tightly knotted round him. 9Now she had men waiting secretly in the
inner room; and she said to him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And
the cords were broken by him as a twist of thread is broken when touched
by a flame. So the secret of his strength did not come to light. 10ThenDelilah
said to Samson, See, you have been making sport of me with false words;
now, say truly how may you be put in bands? 11And he said to her, If they
only put roundme new thick cords which have never been used, then I will
become feeble and will be like any other man. 12 So Delilah took new thick
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cords, knotting them tightly round him, and said to him, The Philistines are
on you, Samson. Andmenwere waiting secretly in the inner room. And the
cords were broken off his arms like threads. 13Then Delilah said to Samson,
Up to now you have made sport of me with false words; now say truly, how
may you be put in bands? And he said to her, If you get the seven twists of
my hair worked into the cloth you are making and fixed with the pin, I will
become feeble and will be like any other man. 14 So while he was sleeping
she got the seven twists of his hair worked into her cloth and fixed with the
pin, and said tohim, ThePhilistines are onyou, Samson. Thenawaking from
his sleep, he got up quickly, pulling up cloth and machine together. 15 And
she said to him, Why do you say you are my lover when your heart is not
mine? Three times you have made sport of me, and have not made clear
to me the secret of your great strength. 16 So day after day she gave him no
peace, for ever questioning him till his soul was troubled to death. 17 And
opening all his heart to her, he said to her, My head has never been touched
by a blade, for I have been separate to God from the day of my birth: if my
hair is cut off, then my strength will go from me and I will become feeble,
and will be like any other man. 18 And when Delilah saw that he had let
her see into his heart, she sent word to the chiefs of the Philistines saying,
Comeup this time, for he has let out all his heart tome. Then the chiefs of the
Philistines came to her, with themoney in their hands. 19And shemade him
go to sleep on her knees; and she sent for a man and had his seven twists of
hair cut off; and while it was being done he became feeble and his strength
went from him. 20 Then she said, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And
awaking fromhis sleep, he said, Iwill goout as at other times, shakingmyself
free. But he was not conscious that the Lord had gone from him. 21 So the
Philistines took him and put out his eyes; then they took him down to Gaza,
and, chaining him with bands of brass, put him to work crushing grain in
the prison-house. 22 But the growth of his hair was starting again after it
had been cut off. 23And the chiefs of the Philistines came together to make
a great offering to Dagon their god, and to be glad; for they said, Our god
has given into our hands Samson our hater. 24 And when the people saw
him, they gave praise to their god; for they said, Our god has given into our
hands the one who was fighting against us, who made our country waste,
and who put great numbers of us to death. 25Now when their hearts were
full of joy, they said, Send for Samson to make sport for us. And they sent
for Samson out of the prison-house, and he made sport before them; and
they put him between the pillars. 26 And Samson said to the boy who took
him by the hand, Let me put my hand on the pillars supporting the house,
so that I may put my back against them. 27Now the house was full of men
and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and about three
thousandmen andwomenwere on the roof, looking onwhile Samsonmade
sport. 28And Samson, crying out to the Lord, said, O Lord God, do have me
now in mind, and do make me strong only this once, O God, so that I may
take one last payment from the Philistines for my two eyes. 29Then Samson
put his arms round the twomiddle pillars supporting the house, putting his
weight on them, on one with his right hand and on the other with his left.
30And Samson said, Let death overtake me with the Philistines. And he put
out all his strength, and the house came down on the chiefs and on all the
peoplewhowere in it. So the deadwhomhe sent to destruction by his death
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weremore thanall thoseonwhomhehad sentdestruction inhis life. 31Then
his brothers and his father's people came down and took himup and put his
body to rest in the earth between Zorah and Eshtaol in the resting-place of
Manoah his father. And he had been judge of Israel for twenty years.

17
1Now therewas aman of the hill-country of EphraimnamedMicah. 2And

he said tohismother, The elevenhundred shekels of silverwhichwere taken
fromyou, aboutwhich you took anoath and said inmyhearing, I have given
this silver to the Lord from my hand for myself, to make a pictured image
and a metal image: see, I have the silver, for I took it: so now I will give it
back to you. And hismother said,May the blessing of the Lord be onmy son.
3And he gave back the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, and
hismother said, I havemade the silver holy to the Lord fromme formy son,
to make a pictured image and a metal image. 4 So he gave the silver back
to his mother. Then his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave
them to ametal-workerwhomade a pictured image and ametal image from
them: and it was in the house ofMicah. 5And themanMicah had a house of
gods; and he made an ephod and family gods and put one of his sons in the
position of priest. 6 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did
as seemed right to him. 7Now there was a young man living in Beth-lehem-
judah, of the family of Judah and a Levite, who was not a townsman of the
place. 8And he went away from the town of Beth-lehem-judah, looking for
somewhere to make his living-place; and on his journey he came to the hill-
country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah. 9AndMicah said to him, Where
doyoucome from? Andhe said tohim, I amaLevite fromBeth-lehem-judah,
and I am looking for a living-place. 10 Then Micah said to him, Make your
living-place with me, and be a father and a priest to me, and I will give you
ten shekels of silver a year and your clothing and food. 11And the Levite said
he would make his living-place with the man, and he became to him as one
of his sons. 12AndMicah gave the position to the Levite, and the youngman
became his priest, andwas in the house of Micah. 13ThenMicah said, Now I
am certain that the Lord will dome good, seeing that the Levite has become
my priest.

18
1 In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those days the Danites

were looking for a heritage for themselves, to be their living-place; for up to
that time no distribution of land had been made to them among the tribes
of Israel. 2 So the children of Dan sent five men from among their number,
strongmen, fromZorahand fromEshtaol, to takea lookat the landandmake
a search through it; and they said to them,Goandmakea search through the
land; and they came to the hill-country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah,
where they made a stop for the night. 3 When they were near the house
of Micah, hearing a voice which was not strange to them, that of the young
Levite, theywent out of their road to his place, and said to him, Howdid you
come here? and what are you doing in this place? and why are you here?
4Andhesaid to them,This iswhatMicahdid forme, andhegavemepayment
and I became his priest. 5Then they said, Do get directions from God for us,
to see if the journey onwhich we are going will have a good outcome. 6And
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the priest said to them, Go in peace: your way is guided by the Lord. 7Then
the five men went on their way and came to Laish and saw the people who
were there, living without thought of danger, like the Zidonians, quiet and
safe; for theyhadeverythingonearth for theirneeds, and theywere far from
the Zidonians and had no business with Aram. 8 So they came back to their
brothers in Zorah and Eshtaol, and their brothers said to them, What news
have you? 9And they said, Up! and let us go against Laish; for we have seen
the land, and it is very good: whyareyoudoingnothing? Donotbe slow togo
inand take the land foryourheritage. 10Whenyoucome thereyouwill come
to a people living without thought of danger; and the land is wide, and God
has given it into your hands: a place where there is everything on earth for
man's needs. 11 So six hundred men of the Danites from Zorah and Eshtaol
went out armed with instruments of war. 12 And they went up and put up
their tents in Kiriath-jearim in Judah: so that place is named Mahaneh-dan
to this day. It is to the west of Kiriath-jearim. 13 From there they went on to
the hill-country of Ephraim and came to the house ofMicah. 14Then the five
men who had gone to make a search through the country of Laish, said to
their brothers, Have you knowledge that in these houses there is an ephod
and family gods and a pictured image and a metal image? So now you see
what to do. 15 And turning from their road they came to the house of the
young Levite, the house ofMicah, and said to him, Is it well with you? 16And
the six hundred armedmen of the Danites took their places by the doorway.
17Then the fivemenwho had gone tomake a search through the land, went
in and took the pictured image and the ephod and the family gods and the
metal image; and the priestwas by the doorwaywith the six hundred armed
men. 18And when they went into Micah's house and took out the pictured
imageand theephodand the family godsand themetal image, thepriest said
to them,What are you doing? 19And they said to him, Be quiet; say nothing,
and comewith us andbe our father andpriest; is it better for you to be priest
to one man's house or to be priest to a tribe and a family in Israel? 20 Then
the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod and the family gods and
the pictured image and went with the people. 21 So they went on their way
again, putting the little ones and the oxen and the goods in front of them.
22When theyhad gone someway from thehouse ofMicah, themen from the
houses nearMicah's house came together and overtook the children of Dan,
23 Crying out to them. And the Danites, turning round, said to Micah, What
is your trouble, that you have taken up arms? 24Andhe said, You have taken
my gods which I made, and my priest, and have gone away; what is there
for me now? Why then do you say to me, What is your trouble? 25And the
childrenofDan said tohim, Saynomore, ormenof bitter spiritmaymakean
attack on you, causing loss of your life and the lives of your people. 26Then
the children of Danwent on their way; and whenMicah saw that they were
stronger than he, he went back to his house. 27 And they took that which
Micah hadmade, and his priest, and came to Laish, to a people living quietly
and without thought of danger, and they put them to the sword without
mercy, burning down their town. 28 And they had no saviour, because it
was far from Zidon, and they had no business with Aram; and it was in the
valley which is the property of Beth-rehob. And building up the town again
they took it for their living-place. 29And they gave the town thenameofDan,
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after Dan their father, who was the son of Israel: though the town had been
named Laish at first. 30 (And the children of Dan put up the pictured image
for themselves; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son ofMoses, and his
sons were priests for the tribe of the Danites till the day when the ark was
taken prisoner.) 31And they put up for themselves the image which Micah
hadmade, and it was there all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

19
1 Now in those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite

was living in the inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim, and he got
for himself a servant-wife from Beth-lehem-judah. 2 And his servant-wife
was angry with him, andwent away from him to her father's house at Beth-
lehem-judah, andwas there for fourmonths. 3Thenher husband got up and
went after her, with the purpose of talking kindly to her, and taking her back
with him; he had with him his young man and two asses: and she took him
into her father's house, and her father, when he saw him, came forward to
him with joy. 4 And his father-in-law, the girl's father, kept him there for
three days; and they had food and drink and took their rest there. 5 Now
on the fourth day they got up early in the morning and hemade ready to go
away; but the girl's father said to his son-in-law, Take a little food to keep up
your strength, and then go on your way. 6 So seating themselves they had
food and drink, the two of them together; and the girl's father said to the
man, If it is your pleasure, take your rest here tonight, and let your heart be
glad. 7And themangotup to goaway, buthis father-in-lawwouldnot let him
go, so he took his rest there again for the night. 8Then early on themorning
of the fifth day he got up to go away; but the girl's father said, Keep up your
strength; so the two of them had a meal, and the man and his woman and
his servant did not go till after the middle of the day. 9 And when they got
up to go away, his father-in-law, the girl's father, said to him, Now evening
is coming on, so do not go tonight; see, the day is almost gone; take your rest
here and let your heart be glad, and tomorrow early, go on yourway back to
your house. 10But themanwould not be kept there that night, and he got up
andwent away and came opposite to Jebus (which is Jerusalem); and he had
with him the two asses, ready for travelling, and his woman. 11When they
got near Jebus the daywas far gone; and the servant said to his master, Now
let us go from our road into this town of the Jebusites and take our night's
rest there. 12But his master said to him, We will not go out of our way into
a strange town, whose people are not of the children of Israel; but we will
go on to Gibeah. 13 And he said to his servant, Come, let us go on to one of
these places, stopping for the night in Gibeah or Ramah. 14 So they went on
theirway; and the sunwentdownwhen theywerenearGibeah in the landof
Benjamin. 15And they went off the road there with the purpose of stopping
for the night in Gibeah: and he went in, seating himself in the street of the
town, for no one took them into his house for the night. 16Nowwhen it was
evening they saw an old man coming back from his work in the fields; he
was from the hill-country of Ephraim andwas living in Gibeah: but themen
of the place were Benjamites. 17Andwhen he saw the traveller in the street
of the town, the oldman said,Where are you going? andwhere do you come
from? 18And he said to him, We are on our way from Beth-lehem-judah to
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the inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim: I came from there andwent
to Beth-lehem-judah: now I am on my way back to my house, but no man
will take me into his house. 19But we have dry grass and food for our asses,
aswell as breadandwine forme, and for thewoman, and for the youngman
withus: wehavenoneedof anything. 20And the oldman said, Peace bewith
you; let all your needs be my care; only do not take your rest in the street.
21So he took them into his house and gave the asses food; and after washing
their feet they took food and drink. 22While theywere taking their pleasure
at the meal, the good-for-nothing men of the town came round the house,
giving blows on the door; and they said to the old man, the master of the
house, Send out that man who came to your house, so that wemay take our
pleasurewith him. 23So theman, themaster of the house, went out to them,
and said, No, my brothers, do not this evil thing; this man has come into my
house, and you are not to do him this wrong. 24 See, here is my daughter, a
virgin, and his servant-wife: I will send them out for you to take them and
dowith themwhatever youwill. But do no such thing of shame to this man.
25 But the men would not give ear to him: so the man took his woman and
sent her out to them; and they took her by force, using her for their pleasure
all night till the morning; and when dawn came they let her go. 26 Then at
the dawn of day thewoman came, and, falling down at the door of theman's
house where her master was, was stretched there till it was light. 27 In the
morning her master got up, and opening the door of the house went out to
go onhisway; andhe sawhis servant-wife stretched on the earth at the door
of the house with her hands on the step. 28And he said to her, Get up and let
us be going; but there was no answer; so he took her up and put her on the
ass, andwent onhisway and came to his house. 29Andwhenhehad come to
his house, he got his knife, and took thewoman, cutting her up bone by bone
into twelve parts, which he sent through all Israel. 30And he gave orders to
the men whom he sent, saying, This is what you are to say to all the men of
Israel, Has ever an act like this been done from the day when the children
of Israel came out of Egypt to this day? Give thought to it, turning it over in
yourminds, and give your opinion of it.

20
1Thenall the childrenof Israel tookuparms, and thepeople came together

like one man, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and the land of Gilead, before the
Lord at Mizpah. 2And the chiefs of the people, out of all the tribes of Israel,
took their places in themeeting of the people ofGod, four hundred thousand
footmenarmedwith swords. 3 (Now the childrenof Benjaminhadword that
the childrenof Israel hadgoneup toMizpah.) And the childrenof Israel said,
Make clear how this evil thing took place. 4Then the Levite, the husband of
the dead woman, said in answer, I came to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin,
I andmy servant-wife, for the purpose of stopping there for the night. 5And
the townsmen of Gibeah came together against me, going round the house
on all sides bynight; itwas their purpose to putme to death, andmy servant-
wife was violently used by them and is dead. 6 So I took her, cutting her into
parts which I sent through all the country of the heritage of Israel: for they
have done an act of shame in Israel. 7Here you all are, you children of Israel;
give now your suggestions about what is to be done. 8 Then all the people
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got up as one man and said, Not one of us will go to his tent or go back to
his house: 9But this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will go up against it by
the decision of the Lord; 10And we will take ten men out of every hundred,
through all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of every thousand, a thousand
out of every ten thousand, to get food for the people, so that they may give
to Gibeah of Benjamin the right punishment for the act of shame they have
done in Israel. 11 So all the men of Israel were banded together against the
town, united like one man. 12And the tribes of Israel sent men through all
the tribe of Benjamin saying, What is this evil which has been done among
you? 13 Now give up those good-for-nothing persons in Gibeah so that we
may put them to death, clearing away the evil from Israel. But the children
of Benjaminwould not give ear to the voice of their brothers, the children of
Israel. 14And the children of Benjamin came together from all their towns
to Gibeah, to go to war with the children of Israel. 15 And the children of
Benjaminwhocame that day from the townswere twenty-six thousandmen
armed with swords, in addition to the people of Gibeah, numbering seven
hundred of the best fighting-men, 16Who were left-handed, able to send a
stone at a hair without error. 17And themen of Israel, other than Benjamin,
were four hundred thousand in number, all armed with swords; they were
all men of war. 18 And they got up and went up to Beth-el to get directions
from God, and the children of Israel said, Who is to be the first to go up
to the fight against the children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah is
to go up first. 19 So the children of Israel got up in the morning and put
themselves in position against Gibeah. 20 And the men of Israel went out
to war against Benjamin (and the men of Israel put their forces in fighting
order against them at Gibeah). 21 Then the children of Benjamin came out
from Gibeah, cutting down twenty-two thousand of the Israelites that day.
22 But the people, the men of Israel, taking heart again, put their forces in
orderand tookup the samepositionason thefirst day. 23Nowthechildrenof
Israelwentup,weepingbefore theLord till evening, requesting theLordand
saying, AmI to go forwardagain to thefight against the childrenofBenjamin
my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against him. 24 So the children of
Israel went forward against the children of Benjamin the second day. 25And
the second day Benjaminwent out against them fromGibeah, cutting down
eighteen thousand men of the children of Israel, all swordsmen. 26Then all
the children of Israel, and all the people, went up to Beth-el, weeping and
waiting there before the Lord, going without food all day till evening, and
offering burned offerings and peace-offerings before the Lord. 27 And the
children of Israel made request to the Lord, (for the ark of the agreement of
the Lordwas there in those days, 28And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son
ofAaron,was in his place before it,) and said, Am I still to go onwith thefight
against the children of Benjamin my brother, or am I to give it up? And the
Lord said, Go on; for tomorrow I will give him into your hands. 29 So Israel
putmen secretly all round Gibeah tomake a surprise attack on it. 30And the
children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day,
and put themselves in fighting order against Gibeah as before. 31 And the
children of Benjamin went out against the people, moving away from the
town; and as before, at their first attack, they put to death about thirty men
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of Israel on the highways, of which one goes up to Beth-el and the other to
Gibeah, and in the open country. 32And the children of Benjamin said, They
are givingwaybeforeus as at first. But the childrenof Israel said, Let us go in
flight and get them away from the town, into the highways. 33So all themen
of Israel gotupandput themselves infightingorderatBaal-tamar: and those
who had been waiting secretly to make a surprise attack came rushing out
of their place on the west of Geba. 34And they came in front of Gibeah, ten
thousand of the bestmen in all Israel, and the fighting becamemore violent;
but the children of Benjamin were not conscious that evil was coming on
them. 35Then the Lord sent sudden fear on Benjamin before Israel; and that
day the children of Israel put to death twenty-five thousand, one hundred
men of Benjamin, all of them swordsmen. 36 So the children of Benjamin
saw that they were overcome: and the men of Israel had given way before
Benjamin, putting their faith in thewatcherswhowere tomake the surprise
attack on Gibeah. 37And the watchers, rushing on Gibeah and overrunning
it, put all the town to the swordwithoutmercy. 38Nowthe signfixedbetween
the men of Israel and those making the surprise attack was that when they
made a pillar of smoke go up from the town, 39 The men of Israel were to
makea turnabout in thefight. AndBenjaminhadovercomeandput todeath
about thirty of the men of Israel, and were saying, Certainly they are falling
back before us as in thefirst fight. 40Then the signwent up out of the town in
the pillar of smoke, and the Benjamites, turning back, sawall the town going
up in smoke to heaven. 41And themen of Israel hadmade a turn about, and
the men of Benjamin were overcome with fear, for they saw that evil had
overtaken them. 42 So turning their backs on the men of Israel, they went
in the direction of the waste land; but the fight overtook them; and those
who came out of the town were heading them off and putting them to the
sword. 43And crushing Benjamin down, theywent after them, driving them
from Nohah as far as the east side of Gibeah. 44 Eighteen thousand men of
Benjamin came to their death, all strong men of war. 45 And turning, they
went in flight to the rock of Rimmon in thewaste land: and on the highways
five thousand of them were cut off by the men of Israel, who, pushing on
hard after them to Geba, put to death two thousand more. 46 So twenty-
five thousand of the swordsmen of Benjamin came to their end that day, all
strongmenofwar. 47But sixhundredmen, turningback,went inflight to the
rock of Rimmon in the waste land, and were living on the rock of Rimmon
for fourmonths. 48And themen of Israel, turning again against the children
of Benjamin, put to the swordwithoutmercy all the towns and the cattle and
everything there was, burning every townwhich came into their hands.

21
1Now the men of Israel had taken an oath in Mizpah, saying, Not one of

us will give his daughter as a wife to Benjamin. 2 And the people came to
Beth-el, waiting there till evening before God, and gave themselves up to
bitter weeping. 3And they said, O Lord, the God of Israel, why has this fate
come on Israel, that today one tribe has been cut off from Israel? 4 Then
on the day after, the people got up early and made an altar there, offering
burned offerings and peace-offerings. 5And the children of Israel said,Who
is there among all the tribes of Israel, who did not come up to the Lord at the
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meeting of all Israel? For they had taken a great oath that whoever did not
come up to Mizpah to the Lord was to be put to death. 6 And the children
of Israel were moved with pity for Benjamin their brother, saying, Today
one tribe has been cut off from Israel. 7 What are we to do about wives
for those who are still living? For we have taken an oath by the Lord that
we will not give them our daughters for wives. 8And they said, Which one
of the tribes of Israel did not come up to Mizpah to the Lord? And it was
seen that no one had come from Jabesh-gilead to the meeting. 9 For when
the people were numbered, not one man of the people of Jabesh-gilead was
present. 10 So they (the meeting) sent twelve thousand of the best fighting-
men, and gave them orders, saying, Go and put the people of Jabesh-gilead
to the sword without mercy, with their women and their little ones. 11And
this is what you are to do: every male, and every woman who has had sex
relations with a man, you are to put to the curse, but you are to keep safe
the virgins. And they did so. 12Now there were among the people of Jabesh-
gilead four hundred young virgins who had never had sex relations with a
man; these they took to their tents in Shiloh in the land of Canaan. 13And all
the meeting sent to the men of Benjamin who were in the rock of Rimmon,
offering them peace. 14 Then Benjamin came back; and they gave them the
womenwhomtheyhadkept fromdeath among thewomenof Jabesh-gilead:
but still therewerenot enough for them. 15And the peopleweremovedwith
pity for Benjamin, because the Lord had let his wrath loose on the tribes
of Israel. 16 Then the responsible men of the meeting said, What are we to
do about wives for the rest of them, seeing that the women of Benjamin are
dead? 17And they said, How is the rest of Benjamin to be given offspring so
that one tribe of Israelmay not be put out of existence, 18Seeing thatwemay
notgive themourdaughtersaswives? For thechildrenof Israelhad takenan
oath, saying, Cursed is hewhogives awife toBenjamin. 19And they said, See,
every year there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh, which is to the north of Beth-
el, on the east side of the highway which goes up from Beth-el to Shechem,
and on the south of Lebonah. 20And they said to the men of Benjamin, Go
into the vine-gardens, waiting there secretly, 21 And watching; and if the
daughters of Shiloh come out to take part in the dances, then come from the
vine-gardens and take awife for every oneof you fromamong thedaughters
of Shiloh, and go back to the land of Benjamin. 22Andwhen their fathers or
their brothers come andmake trouble, you are to say to them, Give them to
us as an act of grace; for we did not take them aswives for ourselves in war;
and if youyourselveshadgiven them tous youwouldhavebeen responsible
for the broken oath. 23 So the men of Benjamin did this, and got wives for
themselves for every one of their number, taking them away by force from
thedance; then theywentback to theirheritage, buildingup their townsand
living in them. 24 Then the children of Israel went away from there, every
man to his tribe and his family, every man went back to his heritage. 25 In
those days there was no king in Israel: every man did what seemed right to
him.
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The Book of
Ruth

1 Now there came a time, in the days of the judges, when there was no
food in the land. And a certainmanwent fromBeth-lehem-judah, he andhis
wife and his two sons, to make a living-place in the country of Moab. 2And
the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and
the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-
judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and were there for some
time. 3And Elimelech, Naomi's husband, came to his end; and only her two
sons were with her. 4And they took two women of Moab as their wives: the
name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth; and they went
on living there for about ten years. 5AndMahlon and Chilion came to their
end; and the woman was without her two sons and her husband. 6 So she
andher daughters-in-law got ready to go back from the country ofMoab, for
news had come to her in the country of Moab that the Lord, in mercy for
his people, had given them food. 7And she went out of the place where she
was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on their way to
go back to the land of Judah. 8And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law,
Go back to your mothers' houses: may the Lord be good to you as you have
beengood to thedeadand tome: 9May theLordgiveyourest in thehousesof
your husbands. Then she gave them a kiss; and they were weeping bitterly.
10And they said toher, No, butwewill gobackwith you to yourpeople. 11But
Naomi said, Go back, my daughters; why will you come with me? Have I
more sons inmy body, to become your husbands? 12Go back, my daughters,
and go on yourway; I am so old now that Imaynot have another husband. If
I said, I havehopes, if I hadahusband tonight, andmighthave sons, 13Would
you keep yourselves till theywere old enough? would you keep fromhaving
husbands for them? No, my daughters; but I am very sad for you that the
hand of the Lord is againstme. 14Then again theywereweeping; andOrpah
gavehermother-in-lawakiss, but Ruthwouldnot beparted fromher. 15And
Naomi said, See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her
gods: go back after your sister-in-law. 16 But Ruth said, Give up requesting
me to go away from you, or to go back without you: for where you go I will
go; and where you take your rest I will take my rest; your people will be my
people, and your God my God. 17Wherever death comes to you, death will
come tome, and therewill bemy last resting-place; the Lord do so tome and
more if we are parted by anything but death. 18Andwhen she saw that Ruth
was strong in her purpose to go with her she said no more. 19 So the two of
them went on till they came to Beth-lehem. And when they came to Beth-
lehem all the town was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi?
20Andshe said to them,Donot letmynamebeNaomi, butMara, for theRuler
of all has given me a bitter fate. 21 I went out full, and the Lord has sent me
back again with nothing; why do you give me the name Naomi, seeing that
the Lord has given witness against me, and the Ruler of all has sent sorrow
on me? 22 So Naomi came back out of the country of Moab, and Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her; and they came to Beth-lehem in
the first days of the grain-cutting.
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2
1AndNaomi had a relation of her husband, aman of wealth, of the family

of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to
Naomi, Now let me go into the field and take up the heads of grain after
him in whose eyes I may have grace. And she said to her, Go, my daughter.
3 And she went, and came and took up the heads of grain in the field after
the cutters; and by chance she went into that part of the field which was
the property of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4And Boaz came
from Beth-lehem, and said to the grain-cutters, The Lord be with you. And
they made answer, The Lord give you his blessing. 5 Then Boaz said to his
servant who was in authority over the cutters, Whose girl is this? 6And the
servant who was in authority over the cutters said, It is a Moabite girl who
came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab; 7And she said to me, Let
me come into the grain-field and take up the grain after the cutters. So she
came, and has been here frommorning till now, without resting even for a
minute. 8 Then said Boaz to Ruth, Give ear to me, my daughter: do not go
to take up the grain in another field, or go away from here, but keep here
by my young women: 9Keep your eyes on the field they are cutting, and go
after them; have I not given orders to the young men not to put a hand on
you? And when you are in need of drink go to the vessels and take of what
the young men have put there. 10 Then she went down on her face to the
earth, and said to him,Whyhave I grace in your eyes, that you give attention
to me, seeing I am from a strange people? 11 And Boaz answering said to
her, I have had news of everything you have done for your mother-in-law
after the death of your husband; how you went away from your father and
mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people who are strange to
you. 12 The Lord give you a reward for what you have done, and may a full
rewardbegiven toyouby theLord, theGodof Israel, underwhosewingsyou
have come to take cover. 13Then she said, May I have grace in your eyes, my
lord, for you have given me comfort, and you have said kind words to your
servant, though I amnot like one of your servants. 14And atmeal-time Boaz
said to her, Come here, and take some of the bread, and put your bit into the
wine. And she took her seat among the grain-cutters: and he gave her dry
grain, and she took it, and there wasmore than enough for hermeal. 15And
when she got ready to take up the grain, Boaz gave his young men orders,
saying, Let her take it even from among the cut grain, and say nothing to
her. 16And let someheads of grain be pulled out ofwhat has been corded up,
and dropped for her to take, and let no sharp word be said to her. 17 So she
went on getting together the heads of grain till evening; and after crushing
out the seed it came to about an ephah of grain. 18 And she took it up and
went into the town; and she let hermother-in-law seewhat she had got, and
after taking enough for herself she gave her the rest. 19And her mother-in-
law said to her, Where did you take up the grain today, and where were you
working? May a blessing be on him who gave such attention to you. And
she gave hermother-in-law an account ofwhere she had beenworking, and
said, The name of the man with whom I was working today is Boaz. 20And
Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, May the blessing of the Lord, who has
at all times been kind to the living and to the dead, be on him. And Naomi
said to her, The man is of our family, one of our near relations. 21And Ruth
the Moabitess said, Truly, he said to me, Keep near my young men till all
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my grain is cut. 22And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, It is better,
my daughter, for you to go out with his servant-girls, so that no danger may
come to you in another field. 23 So she kept near the servant-girls of Boaz to
take up the grain till the cutting of the early grain and the cutting of the late
grain were ended; and she went on living with her mother-in-law.

3
1And Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, My daughter, am I not to get

you a resting-place where you may be in comfort? 2 And now, is there not
Boaz, our relation, with whose young women you were? See, tonight he is
separating the grain from the waste in his grain-floor. 3 So take a bath, and,
after rubbing your body with sweet oil, put on your best robe, and go down
to the grain-floor; but do not let him see you till he has come to the end of
his meal. 4But see to it, when he goes to rest, that you take note of the place
where he is sleeping, and go in there, and, uncovering his feet, take your
place by him; and he will say what you are to do. 5 And she said, I will do
all you say. 6 So she went down to the grain-floor and did all her mother-in-
law had said to her. 7 Now when Boaz had taken meat and drink, and his
heart was glad, he went to take his rest at the end of the mass of grain; then
she came softly and, uncovering his feet, went to rest. 8Now in the middle
of the night, the man awaking from his sleep in fear, and lifting himself up,
saw a woman stretched at his feet. 9 And he said, Who are you? And she
answering said, I am your servant Ruth: take your servant as wife, for you
are a near relation. 10And he said, May the Lord give you his blessing, my
daughter: even better than what you did at the first is this last kind act you
have done, in not going after young men, with or without wealth. 11 And
now, my daughter, have no fear; I will do for you whatever you say: for it is
clear to all my townspeople that you are awoman of virtue. 12Now it is true
that I am a near relation: but there is a relation nearer than I. 13 Take your
rest here tonight; and in themorning, if hewill do for youwhat it is right for
a relation to do, very well, let him do so: but if he will not, then by the living
Lord I myself will do so. 14And she took her rest at his feet till the morning:
and she got up before itwas light enough for one to see another. Andhe said,
Let it not come to anyone's knowledge that the woman came to the grain-
floor. 15Andhe said, Take your robe, stretching it out in your hands: and she
did so, and he took six measures of grain and put them into it, and gave it
her to take: and she went back to the town. 16And when she came back her
mother-in-law said to her, How did it go with you, my daughter? And she
gave her an account of all the man had done to her. 17And she said, He gave
me these sixmeasures of grain, saying, Donot goback to yourmother-in-law
with nothing in your hands. 18Then she said, Do nothing now, my daughter,
till you seewhatwill come of this; for themanwill take no rest till he has put
this thing through.

4
1AndBoazwent up to the public place of the town, and took his seat there:

and thenearrelationofwhomhehadbeen talkingcameby; andBoaz, crying
out to him by name, said, Come and be seated here. And he came and was
seated. 2 Then he got ten of the responsible men of the town, and said, Be
seated here. And they took their seats. 3 Then he said to the near relation,
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Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is offering for a price
that bit of land which was our brother Elimelech's: 4And it was in mymind
to giveyou the chanceof taking it,with theapproval of those seatedhereand
of the responsible men of my people. If you are ready to do what it is right
for a relation to do, then do it: but if you will not do it, say so to me now; for
there is no one who has the right to do it but you, and after youmyself. And
he said, I will do it. 5 Then Boaz said, On the day when you take this field,
youwill have to takewith it Ruth, theMoabitess, thewife of the dead, so that
you may keep the name of the dead living in his heritage. 6 And the near
relation said, I am not able to do the relation's part, for fear of damaging the
heritage I have: you may do it in my place, for I am not able to do it myself.
7Now, in earlier times this was the way in Israel when property was taken
over by a near relation, or when there was a change of owner. To make the
exchange certain one man took off his shoe and gave it to the other; and
this was a witness in Israel. 8 So the near relation said to Boaz, Take it for
yourself. And he took off his shoe. 9 Then Boaz said to the responsible men
and toall thepeople, Youarewitnesses today that Ihave takenataprice from
Naomi all the property which was Elimelech's, and everything which was
Chilion's and Mahlon's. 10 And, further, I have taken Ruth, the Moabitess,
who was the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to keep the name of the dead
man living in his heritage, so that his name may not be cut off from among
his countrymen, and from the memory of his town: you are witnesses this
day. 11And all the people who were in the public place, and the responsible
men, said, We are witnesses. May the Lord make this woman, who is about
to come into your house, like Rachel and Leah, which twowere the builders
of the house of Israel: andmay you have wealth in Ephrathah, and be great
in Beth-lehem; 12May your family be like the family of Perez, the sonwhom
Tamar gave to Judah, from the offspringwhich theLordmaygive youby this
youngwoman. 13SoBoaz tookRuth and she becamehiswife; andhewent in
to her, and the Lord made her with child and she gave birth to a son. 14And
the women said to Naomi, A blessing on the Lord, who has not let you be
this day without a near relation, and may his name be great in Israel. 15He
will be a giver of new life to you, and your comforter when you are old, for
your daughter-in-law,who, in her love for you, is better than seven sons, has
given birth to him. 16And Naomi took the child and put her arms round it,
and she took care of it. 17And the women who were her neighbours gave it
a name, saying, Naomi has a child; and they gave him the name of Obed: he
is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 18Now these are the generations of
Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron; 19AndHezron became the father
of Ram, and Ram became the father of Amminadab; 20 And Amminadab
became the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon became the father of Salmon;
21 And Salmon became the father of Boaz, and Boaz became the father of
Obed; 22And Obed became the father of Jesse, and Jesse became the father
of David.
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The First Book of Samuel
1Now therewas a certainmanof Ramathaim, a Zuphite of thehill-country

of Ephraim, named Elkanah; he was the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,
the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite: 2 And he had two wives,
one namedHannah and the other Peninnah: and Peninnahwas themother
of children, but Hannah had no children. 3Now this man went up from his
town every year to giveworship and tomake offerings to the Lord of armies
in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the
Lord,were there. 4Andwhen the day came for Elkanah tomakehis offering,
he gave to Peninnah hiswife, and to all her sons and daughters, their part of
the feast: 5But to Hannah he gave one part, though Hannah was very dear
to him, but the Lord had not let her have children. 6And the other wife did
everything possible to make her unhappy, because the Lord had not let her
have children; 7And year by year, whenever shewent up to the house of the
Lord, she kept on attacking her, so that Hannah gave herself up to weeping
and would take no food. 8 Then her husband Elkanah said to her, Hannah,
why are you weeping? and why are you taking no food? why is your heart
troubled? am I not more to you than ten sons? 9 So after they had taken
food and wine in the guest room, Hannah got up. Now Eli the priest was
seated by the pillars of the doorway of the Temple of the Lord. 10And with
grief in her soul, weeping bitterly, she made her prayer to the Lord. 11And
she made an oath, and said, O Lord of armies, if you will truly take note of
the sorrow of your servant, not turning away from me but keeping me in
mind, and will give me a man-child, then I will give him to the Lord all the
days of his life, and his hair will never be cut. 12Now while she was a long
time in prayer before the Lord, Eli waswatching hermouth. 13ForHannah's
prayer came from her heart, and though her lips weremoving shemade no
sound: so it seemed toEli that shewas overcomewithwine. 14AndEli said to
her, How long are you going to be the worse for drink? Put away the effects
of your wine from you. 15 And Hannah, answering him, said, No, my lord,
I am a woman whose spirit is broken with sorrow: I have not taken wine
or strong drink, but I have been opening my heart before the Lord. 16 Do
not take your servant to be a good-for-nothing woman: for my words have
come frommystored-upsorrowandpain. 17ThenEli said toher, Go inpeace:
and may the God of Israel give you an answer to the prayer you have made
to him. 18 And she said, May your servant have grace in your eyes. So the
womanwentaway, and tookpart in the feast, andher facewasno longer sad.
19 And early in the morning they got up, and after worshipping before the
Lord they went back to Ramah, to their house: and Elkanah had connection
with his wife; and the Lord kept her in mind. 20Now the time came when
Hannah, being with child, gave birth to a son; and she gave him the name
Samuel, Because, she said, I made a prayer to the Lord for him. 21And the
man Elkanah with all his family went up to make the year's offering to the
Lord, and to give effect to his oath. 22But Hannah did not go, for she said to
her husband, I will not go till the child has been taken from the breast, and
then I will take himwith me and put him before the Lord, where he may be
for ever. 23And her husband Elkanah said to her, Do whatever seems right
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to you, but not till you have taken him from the breast; onlymay the Lord do
as he has said. So thewoman,waiting there, gave her sonmilk till hewas old
enough to be taken from the breast. 24Thenwhen she had done so, she took
him with her, with a three-year old ox and an ephah of meal and a skin full
of wine, and took him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh: now the child was
still very young. 25Andwhen they hadmade an offering of the ox, they took
the child to Eli. 26And she said, Omy lord, as your soul is living,my lord, I am
that woman who was making a prayer to the Lord here by your side: 27My
prayer was for this child; and the Lord has given him tome in answer tomy
request: 28 So I have given him to the Lord; for all his life he is the Lord's.
Then he gave the Lord worship there.

2
1AndHannah, in prayer before theLord, said,Myheart is glad in theLord,

my horn is lifted up in the Lord: my mouth is open wide over my haters;
because my joy is in your salvation. 2No other is holy as the Lord, for there
is no other God but you: there is no Rock like our God. 3 Say no more words
of pride; let not uncontrolled sayings come out of yourmouths: for the Lord
is a God of knowledge, by him acts are judged. 4The bows of themen of war
are broken, and the feeble are clothed with strength. 5Those who were full
are offering themselves as servants for bread; those who were in need are
at rest; truly, she who had no children has become themother of seven; and
she who had a family is wasted with sorrow. 6The Lord is the giver of death
and life: sending men down to the underworld and lifting them up. 7 The
Lord gives wealth and takes a man's goods from him: crushing men down
and again lifting them up; 8 Lifting the poor out of the dust, and him who
is in need out of the lowest place, to give them their place among rulers,
and for their heritage the seat of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the
Lord's and he has made them the base of the world. 9He will keep the feet
of his holy ones, but the evil-doers will come to their end in the dark night,
for by strength no man will overcome. 10 Those who make war against the
Lord will be broken; against them he will send his thunder from heaven:
the Lord will be judge of the ends of the earth, he will give strength to his
king, lifting up the horn of him on whom the holy oil has been put. 11 Then
Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child became the servant of
the Lord under the direction of Eli the priest. 12 Now the sons of Eli were
evil and good-for-nothingmen, having no knowledge of the Lord. 13And the
priests' way with the people was this: when any manmade an offering, the
priest's servant camewhile the fleshwas being cooked, having in his hand a
meat-hookwith three teeth; 14This heput into thepot, andeverythingwhich
came up on the hook the priest took for himself. This they did in Shiloh to
all the Israelites who came there. 15And more than this, before the fat was
burned, thepriest's servantwould comeandsay to themanwhowasmaking
the offering, Giveme some of the flesh to be cooked for the priest; he has no
taste for meat cooked in water, but would have you give it uncooked. 16And
if the man said to him, First let the fat be burned, then take as much as you
will; then the servant would say, No, you are to give it to me now, or I will
take it by force. 17 And the sin of these young men was very great before
the Lord; for they gave no honour to the Lord's offerings. 18But Samuel did
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the work of the Lord's house, while hewas a child, dressed in a linen ephod.
19And hismothermade him a little robe and took it to him every year when
she camewithherhusband for the year's offering. 20Andevery yearEli gave
Elkanah and his wife a blessing, saying, May the Lord give you offspring by
this woman in exchange for the child you have given to the Lord. And they
went back to their house. 21 And the Lord had mercy on Hannah and she
gave birth to three sons and two daughters. And the young Samuel became
older before the Lord. 22Now Eli was very old; and he had news from time
to time of what his sonswere doing to all Israel. 23And he said to them,Why
are you doing such things? for from all this people I get accounts of your
evil ways. 24No, my sons, the account which is given me, which the Lord's
people are sending about, is not good. 25 If one man does wrong to another,
God will be his judge: but if a man's sin is against the Lord, whowill take up
his cause? But they gave no attention to the voice of their father, for it was
the Lord's purpose to send destruction on them. 26And the young Samuel,
becoming older, had the approval of the Lord and of men. 27And a man of
God came to Eli and said to him, The Lord says, Did I let myself be seen by
your father's people when theywere in Egypt, servants in Pharaoh's house?
28Did I takehimoutof all the tribesof Israel tobemypriest and togoup tomy
altar tomake the smoke of the offerings go up and to take up the ephod? Did
I give to your father's family all the offeringsmade by fire by the children of
Israel? 29Why thenare you lookingwith envyonmyofferings ofmeat andof
meal whichwere ordered bymyword, honouring your sons beforeme, and
making yourselves fat with all the best of the offerings of Israel, my people?
30 For this reason the Lord God of Israel has said, Truly I did say that your
family and your father's people would have their place before me for ever:
but now the Lord says, Let it not be so; I will give honour to those by whom
I am honoured, and those who have no respect formewill be of small value
in my eyes. 31 See, the days are coming when your arm and the arm of your
father's people will be cut off; 32And never again will there be an old man
in your family. 33But oneman of your family will not be cut off bymy hand,
and his eyes will be made dark, and grief will be in his heart: and all the
offspring of your family will come to their end by the sword of men. 34And
this will be the sign to you, which will come on Hophni and Phinehas, your
sons; death will overtake them on the same day. 35 And I will make a true
priest formyself, onewhowill dowhat is inmy heart and inmymind: and I
will make for him a family whichwill not come to an end; and his place will
be beforemy holy one for ever. 36Then it will be that the rest of your family,
anyonewhohas not been cut off,will go downonhis knees to him for a bit of
silver or a bit of bread, and say, Be pleased to put me into one of the priest's
places so that I may have a little food.

3
1Now the young Samuel was the servant of the Lord before Eli. In those

days the Lord kept his word secret from men; there was no open vision.
2 And at that time, when Eli was resting in his place, (now his eyes were
becoming clouded so that he was not able to see,) 3And the light of God was
still burning,while Samuelwas sleeping in theTemple of theLordwhere the
ark ofGodwas, 4Thevoice of theLord said Samuel's name; andhe said, Here
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am I. 5And running to Eli he said, Here am I, for you said my name. And Eli
said, I did not say your name; go to your rest again. So he went back to his
bed. 6And again the Lord said, Samuel. And Samuel got up and went to Eli
and said, Here am I; for you certainly said my name. But he said in answer,
I said nothing, my son; go to your rest again. 7Now at that time Samuel had
noknowledge of the Lord, and the revelation of thewordof the Lordhadnot
come to him. 8And for the third time the Lord said Samuel's name. And he
got up and went to Eli and said, Here am I; for you certainly said my name.
Then it was clear to Eli that the voice which had said the child's name was
the Lord's. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, Go back: and if the voice comes again,
let your answer be, Say on, Lord; for the ears of your servant are open. So
Samuel went back to his bed. 10 Then the Lord came and said as before,
Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel made answer, Say on, Lord; for the ears of
your servant are open. 11And the Lord said to Samuel, See, I will do a thing
in Israel at which the ears of everyone hearing of it will be burning. 12 In
that day I will do to Eli everything which I have said about his family, from
first to last. 13And you are to say to him that I will send punishment on his
family for ever, for the sinwhichhehadknowledgeof; becausehis sonshave
been cursing God and he had no control over them. 14 So I have made an
oath to the family of Eli that no offering of meat or of meal which they may
makewill ever take away the sin of his family. 15And Samuel kept where he
was, notmoving till the time came for opening the doors of the house of God
in the morning. And fear kept him from giving Eli an account of his vision.
16 Then Eli said, Samuel, my son. And Samuel answering said, Here am I.
17And he said, What did the Lord say to you? Do not keep it from me: may
God's punishment be on you if you keep from me anything he said to you.
18 Then Samuel gave him an account of everything, keeping nothing back.
Andhe said, It is the Lord; let himdowhat seems good to him. 19And Samuel
became older, and the Lord was with him and let not one of his words be
without effect. 20And it was clear to all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba that
Samuelhadbeenmadeaprophet of theLord. 21And theLordwas seenagain
in Shiloh; for the Lord gave to Samuel in Shiloh the revelation of his word.

4
1Nowat that time thePhilistines came together tomakewaragainst Israel,

and the men of Israel went out to war against the Philistines and took up
their position at the side of Eben-ezer: and the Philistines put their forces
in position in Aphek. 2And the Philistines put their forces in order against
Israel, and thefightingwashard, and Israelwas overcomeby thePhilistines,
who put to the sword about four thousand of their army in the field. 3And
when the people cameback to their tents, the responsiblemen of Israel said,
Why has the Lord let the Philistines overcome us today? Let us get the ark of
the Lord's agreement here from Shiloh, so that it may bewith us and give us
salvation from the hands of those who are against us. 4So the people sent to
Shiloh and got the ark of the agreement of the Lord of armieswhose resting-
place is between the winged ones; and Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons
of Eli, were there with the ark of God's agreement. 5 And when the ark of
the Lord's agreement came into the tent-circle, all Israel gave a great cry, so
that the earth was sounding with it. 6And the Philistines, hearing the noise
of their cry, said, What is this great cry among the tents of the Hebrews?
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Then it became clear to them that the ark of the Lord had come to the tent-
circle. 7And the Philistines, full of fear, said, God has come into their tents.
And they said, Trouble is ours! for never before has such a thing been seen.
8 Trouble is ours! Who will give us salvation from the hands of these great
gods? These are the gods who sent all sorts of blows on the Egyptians in the
waste land. 9 Be strong, O Philistines, be men! Do not be servants to the
Hebrews as they have been to you: go forward to the fightwithout fear. 10So
the Philistines went to the fight, and Israel was overcome, and every man
went in flight to his tent: and great was the destruction, for thirty thousand
footmenof Israelwereput to the sword. 11And thearkofGodwas taken; and
Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, were put to the sword. 12And aman of
Benjaminwent running from thefight and came to Shiloh the samedaywith
his clothing out of order andearth onhis head. 13Andwhenhe came, Eliwas
seated by thewaysidewatching: and in his heartwas fear for the ark of God.
Andwhen theman came into the town and gave the news, therewas a great
outcry. 14And Eli, hearing the noise and the cries, said,What is the reason of
this outcry? And the man came quickly and gave the news to Eli. 15Now Eli
was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were fixed so that he was not able
to see. 16And theman said to Eli, I have come from the army and have come
in flight today from the fight. And he said, How did it go, my son? 17And the
man said, Israel went in flight from the Philistines, and there has been great
destruction among thepeople, andyour two sons, Hophni andPhinehas, are
dead, and the ark of God has been taken. 18And at thesewords about the ark
of God, Eli, falling back off his seat by the side of the doorway into the town,
came down on the earth so that his neck was broken and death overtook
him, for he was an old man and of great weight. He had been judging Israel
for forty years. 19And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was with
child and near the time when she would give birth; and when she had the
news that the ark of God had been taken and that her father-in-law and her
husband were dead, her pains came on her suddenly and she gave birth.
20And when she was very near death the women who were with her said,
Have no fear, for you have given birth to a son. But she made no answer
and gave no attention to it. 21And she gave the child the name of Ichabod,
saying, The gloryhas gone fromIsrael: because thearkofGodwas takenand
because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22And she said, The glory is
gone from Israel, for the ark of God has been taken.

5
1Now the Philistines, having taken the ark of God, took it with them from

Eben-ezer to Ashdod. 2They took the ark of God into the house of Dagon and
put it by the side of Dagon. 3Andwhen the people of Ashdod got up early on
the morning after, they saw that Dagon had come down to the earth on his
face before the ark of the Lord. And they took Dagon up and put him in his
place again. 4And when they got up early on the morning after, Dagon had
come down to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord; and his head
andhishandswerebrokenoffon thedoorstep; only thebasewas in its place.
5So to this day no priest of Dagon, or anywho come into Dagon's house, will
put his foot on the doorstep of the house of Dagon in Ashdod. 6But the hand
of the Lord was hard on the people of Ashdod and he sent disease on them
through all the country of Ashdod. 7Andwhen themen of Ashdod saw how
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it was, they said, Let not the ark of the God of Israel be with us, for his hand
is hard on us and on Dagon our god. 8 So they sent for all the lords of the
Philistines to come together there, and said, What are we to do with the ark
of the God of Israel? And their answer was, Let the ark of the God of Israel
be taken away to Gath. So they took the ark of the God of Israel away. 9But
after they had taken it away, the hand of the Lord was stretched out against
the town for its destruction: and the signs of disease came out on all themen
of the town, small and great. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And
when the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of the townmade an outcry,
saying, They have sent the ark of the God of Israel to us for the destruction
of us and of our people. 11 So they sent and got together all the lords of the
Philistines, and they said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it
go back to its place, so that it may not be the cause of death to us and to our
people: for there was a great fear of death through all the town; the hand of
Godwasveryhardon them there. 12And thosemenwhowerenot overtaken
by death were cruelly diseased: and the cry of the townwent up to heaven.

6
1Now the ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines for seven

months. 2And the Philistines sent for the priests and those who were wise
in secret arts, and said to them,What are we to do with the ark of the Lord?
How are we to send it away to its place? 3And they said, If you send away
the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it without an offering, but send him
a sin-offering with it: then you will have peace again, and it will be clear to
youwhy theweightofhishandhasnotbeen lifted fromyou. 4Then theysaid,
What sin-offering are we to send to him? And they said, Five gold images of
the growths caused by your disease and five gold mice, one for every lord
of the Philistines: for the same disease came on you and on your lords. 5 So
make images of the growths caused by your disease and of the mice which
are damaging your land; and give glory to the God of Israel: it may be that
the weight of his hand will be lifted from you and from your gods and from
your land. 6Why do you make your hearts hard, like the hearts of Pharaoh
and the Egyptians? When he had made sport of them, did they not let the
people go, and they went away? 7 So now, take and make ready a new cart,
and two cows which have never come under the yoke, and have the cows
yoked to the cart, and take their young ones away from them: 8And put the
ark of the Lord on the cart, and the gold images which you are sending as a
sin-offering in a chest by its side; and send it away so that it may go. 9 If it
goes by the land of Israel to Beth-shemesh, then this great evil is his work;
but if not, thenwemay be certain that the evil was not his doing, butwas the
working of chance. 10And the men did so; they took two cows, yoking them
to the cart and shutting up their young ones in their living-place: 11And they
put the ark of the Lord on the cart and the chest with the gold images. 12And
the cows took the straight way, by the road to Beth-shemesh; they went by
the highway, not turning to the right or to the left, and the sound of their
voiceswas clear on the road; and the lords of the Philistineswent after them
as far as the edge of Beth-shemesh. 13And the people of Beth-shemeshwere
cutting their grain in thevalley, and liftingup their eyes they saw thearkand
were full of joywhen they saw it. 14And the cart came into thefield of Joshua
the Beth-shemite, and came to a stop there by a great stone: and cutting up
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the wood of the cart they made a burned offering of the cows to the Lord.
15 Then the Levites took down the ark of the Lord and the chest in which
were the gold images, and put themon the great stone: and themen of Beth-
shemeshmade burned offerings and gaveworship that day before the Lord.
16 And the five lords of the Philistines, having seen it, went back to Ekron
the same day. 17Now these are the gold images which the Philistines sent as
a sin-offering to the Lord; one for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon,
one for Gath, one for Ekron; 18And the gold mice, one for every town of the
Philistines, the property of the five lords, walled towns as well as country
places: and the great stone where they put the ark of the Lord is still in the
field of Joshua the Beth-shemite to this day. 19But the Lord sent destruction
on seventymen of the people of Beth-shemesh for looking into the ark of the
Lord; and great was the sorrow of the people for the destruction which the
Lord had sent on them. 20And themen of Beth-shemesh said,Who is able to
keep his place before the Lord, this holy God? and to whommay he go from
us? 21And they sent men to the people living in Kiriath-jearim, saying, The
Philistines have sent back the ark of the Lord; come and take it up to your
country.

7
1 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the Lord to the

houseofAbinadab inGibeah, and theymadehis sonEleazarholyandput the
ark in his care. 2And the ark was in Kiriath-jearim for a long time, as much
as twenty years: and all Israel was searching after the Lord with weeping.
3Then Samuel said to all Israel, If with all your hearts youwould come back
to the Lord, then put away all the strange gods and the Astartes from among
you, and let your hearts be turned to the Lord, and be servants to him only:
andhewillmake you safe from the hands of the Philistines. 4So the children
of Israel gave up the worship of Baal and Astarte, and became worshippers
of the Lord only. 5 Then Samuel said, Let all Israel come to Mizpah and I
will make prayer to the Lord for you. 6 So they came together to Mizpah,
and got water, draining it out before the Lord, and they took no food that
day, and they said, We have done evil against the Lord. And Samuel was
judge of the children of Israel in Mizpah. 7 Now when the Philistines had
news that the children of Israel had come together at Mizpah, the lords of
the Philistines went up against Israel. And the children of Israel, hearing of
it, were full of fear. 8And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Go on crying
to the Lord our God for us to make us safe from the hands of the Philistines.
9 And Samuel took a young lamb, offering all of it as a burned offering to
the Lord; and Samuel made prayers to the Lord for Israel and the Lord gave
him an answer. 10And while Samuel was offering the burned offering, the
Philistines camenear for the attackon Israel; but at the thunder of theLord's
voice that day the Philistines were overcome with fear, and they gave way
before Israel. 11And themen of Israel went out fromMizpah andwent after
the Philistines, attacking them till they cameunder Beth-car. 12Then Samuel
took a stone and put it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, naming it Eben-
ezer, and saying, Up to now the Lord has been our help. 13 So the Philistines
wereovercome, anddidnot come into the countryof Israel again: andall the
days of Samuel the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. 14And the
townswhich the Philistines had takenwere given back to Israel, fromEkron
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to Gath, and all the country round them Israel made free from the power
of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.
15And Samuelwas judge of Israel all the days of his life. 16Fromyear to year
he went in turn to Beth-el and Gilgal and Mizpah, judging Israel in all those
places. 17 And his base was at Ramah, where his house was; there he was
judge of Israel and there hemade an altar to the Lord.

8
1Now when Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The

name of his first son was Joel and the name of his second Abijah: they were
judges in Beer-sheba. 3 And his sons did not go in his ways, but moved by
the love of money took rewards, and were not upright in judging. 4 Then
all the responsiblemen of Israel got together andwent to Samuel at Ramah,
5And said tohim, Seenow, youare old, andyour sonsdonot go in yourways:
give us a king now to be our judge, so that wemay be like the other nations.
6But Samuelwas not pleasedwhen they said to him, Give us a king to be our
judge. And Samuel made prayer to the Lord. 7And the Lord said to Samuel,
Give ear to the voice of the people and what they say to you: they have not
been turned away from you, but they have been turned away fromme, not
desiring me to be king over them. 8As they have done from the first, from
the day when I took them out of Egypt till this day, turning away from me
andworshipping other gods, so now they are acting in the sameway to you.
9Give ear now to their voice: but make a serious protest to them, and give
them a picture of the sort of king whowill be their ruler. 10And Samuel said
all these words of the Lord to the people who were desiring a king. 11And
he said, This is the sort of kingwhowill be your ruler: hewill take your sons
andmake themhis servants, his horsemen, anddrivers of hiswar-carriages,
and theywill go running before hiswar-carriages; 12Andhewillmake them
captains of thousands and of fifties; some hewill put to work ploughing and
cutting his grain and making his instruments of war and building his war-
carriages. 13Yourdaughters hewill take to bemakers of perfumes and cooks
and bread-makers. 14 He will take your fields and your vine-gardens and
your olive-gardens, all the best of them, and give them to his servants. 15He
will take a tenth of your seed and of the fruit of your vines and give it to his
servants. 16He will take your men-servants and your servant-girls, and the
best of your oxen and your asses and put them to his work. 17Hewill take a
tenth of your sheep: and youwill be his servants. 18Then youwill be crying
out because of your king whom you have taken for yourselves; but the Lord
will not give you an answer in that day. 19But the people gaveno attention to
the voice of Samuel; and they said, No, but we will have a king over us, 20 So
that wemay be like the other nations, and so that our kingmay be our judge
and go out before us towar. 21Then Samuel, after hearing all the people had
to say, went and gave an account of it to the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to
Samuel, Give ear to their voice andmake a king for them. Then Samuel said
to themen of Israel, Let everyman go back to his town.

9
1Now there was a man of Benjamin named Kish, the son of Abiel, the son

ofZeror, the sonofBecorath, the sonofAphiah, aBenjamite, amanofwealth.
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2He had a son named Saul, a specially good-looking young man; there was
no one better-looking among the children of Israel: he was taller by a head
than any other of the people. 3Now the asses of Saul's father Kish had gone
wandering away. AndKish said tohis son Saul, Take oneof the servantswith
you, and get up and go in search of the asses. 4 So they went through the
hill-country of Ephraim and through the land of Shalishah, but they saw no
sign of them: then theywent through the land of Shaalim, but theywere not
there: and they went through the land of the Benjamites, but they did not
come across them. 5Andwhen they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said
to the servantwhowaswithhim, Come, let us goback, ormy fathermay give
up caring about the asses and be troubled about us. 6But the servant said to
him, See now, in this town there is a man of God, who is highly honoured,
and everything he says comes true: let us go there now; it may be that he
will give us directions about our journey. 7Then Saul said to his servant, But
if we go, what arewe to take theman? all our bread is gone, andwe have no
offering to take to theman of God: what are we to do? 8But the servant said
in answer, I have here a fourth part of a shekel of silver: I will give that to
theman of God, and hewill give us directions about ourway. 9 (In the past in
Israel,whenamanwent to get directions fromGod, he said, Come let us go to
the Seer, for hewhonow is namedProphetwas in those days given the name
of Seer.) 10Then Saul said to his servant, You have said well; come, let us go.
So theywent to the townwhere theman of Godwas. 11Andwhen theywere
on the way up to the town, they saw some young girls going out to get water
and said to them, Is the seer here? 12And they said, He is; in fact he is before
you: go quickly now, for he has come into the town today, for the people are
making an offering in the high place today: 13When you come into the town
you will see him straight away, before he goes up to the high place for the
feast: the people are waiting for his blessing before starting the feast, and
after that the guests will take part in it. So go up now and you will see him.
14So theywent up to the town, andwhen they came inside the town, Samuel
came face to face with them on his way to the high place. 15 Now the day
before Saul came, theword of Godhad come to Samuel, saying, 16Tomorrow
about this time Iwill send you aman from the land of Benjamin, and on him
you are to put the holy oil, making him ruler over my people Israel, and he
will make my people safe from the hands of the Philistines: for I have seen
the sorrowofmy people, whose cry has comeup tome. 17Andwhen Samuel
sawSaul, theLord said tohim, This is themanofwhomIgaveyouword! he it
is who is to have authority over my people. 18Then Saul came up to Samuel
in the doorway of the town and said, Give me directions, if you will be so
good, to thehouseof the seer. 19ThenSamuel said to Saul, I am the seer; goup
beforeme to thehighplace and take foodwithme today: and in themorning
I will let you go, after opening to you all the secrets of your heart. 20As for
your asses which have been wandering for three days, give no thought to
them, for they have come back. And for whom are all the desired things in
Israel? are they not for you and your father's family? 21And Saul said, Am I
not aman of Benjamin, the smallest of all the tribes of Israel? andmy family
the least of the families of Benjamin? why then do you say these words to
me? 22ThenSamuel took Saul andhis servant into the guest room, andmade
them take the chief place among all the guests who were there, about thirty
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persons. 23And Samuel said to the cook, Give me that part which I gave you
orders to keep by you. 24 And the cook took up the leg with the fat tail on
it, and put it before Saul. And Samuel said, This is the part which has been
kept for you: take it as your part of the feast; because it has been kept for you
till the right time came and till the guestswere present. So that day Saul took
foodwithSamuel. 25Andwhen theyhadcomedownfromthehighplace into
the town,where abedwasmade ready for Saul, hewent to rest. 26Andabout
dawn Samuel said to Saul on the roof, Get up so that Imay send you away. So
Saul got up, and he and Samuelwent out together. 27And on theirway down
to the end of the town, Samuel said to Saul, Give your servant orders to go
on in front of us, (so he went on,) but you keep here, so that I may give you
the word of God.

10
1 Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the oil on his head and gave

him a kiss and said, Is not the Lord with the holy oil making you ruler over
Israel, his people? and you will have authority over the people of the Lord,
and you will make them safe from the hands of their attackers round about
them, and this will be the sign for you: 2When you have gone away from
me today, you will see two men by the resting-place of Rachel's body, in the
land of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, The asses which you
went in search of have come back, and now your father, caring no longer
for the asses, is troubled about you, saying, What am I to do about my son?
3 Then you are to go on from there, and when you come to the oak-tree of
Tabor, youwill see threemengoingup toGod toBeth-el, onehavingwithhim
threeyounggoats andanother three cakesofbreadandanothera skin full of
wine: 4Theywill say, Peacebewithyou, andwill giveyou twocakesofbread,
whichyouare to take fromthem. 5After that youwill come toGibeah, thehill
of God, where an armed force of the Philistines is stationed: and when you
come to the town, you will see a band of prophets coming down from the
high place with instruments of music before them; and they will be acting
like prophets: 6And the spirit of the Lord will come on you with power, and
youwill be acting like aprophetwith them, andwill be changed into another
man. 7Andwhen these signs come toyou, see that you take the chancewhich
is offered you; for God is with you. 8 Then you are to go down before me
to Gilgal, where I will come to you, for the offering of burned offerings and
peace-offerings: go on waiting there for seven days till I come to you and
make clear to you what you have to do. 9And it came about, that when he
went away from Samuel, God gave him a changed heart: and all those signs
took place that day. 10 And when they came to Gibeah, a band of prophets
came face to face with him; and the spirit of God came on him with power
and he took his place among them as a prophet. 11 Now when Saul's old
friends sawhimamong the bandof prophets, the people said to one another,
What has come to Saul, the son of Kish? Is even Saul among the prophets?
12Andone of the people of that place said in answer, Andwho is their father?
So it became a common saying, Is even Saul among the prophets? 13 Then
going away from the prophets, he came to the house. 14And Saul's father's
brother said to him and his servant, Where have you been? And he said,
Searching for the asses: and when we saw no sign of them, we came to
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Samuel. 15 Then he said, And what did Samuel say to you? 16 And Saul,
answering him, said, He gave us word that the asses had come back. But he
said nothing to him of Samuel's words about the kingdom. 17 Then Samuel
sent for the people to come together before the Lord at Mizpah; 18 And he
said to thechildrenof Israel, TheLord, theGodof Israel, has said, I took Israel
out of Egypt, and made you free from the hands of the Egyptians and from
all the kingdoms which kept you down: 19 But today you are turned away
from your God, who himself has been your saviour from all your troubles
and sorrows; and you have said to him, Put a king over us. So now, take your
places before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands. 20 So Samuel
made all the tribes of Israel come near, and the tribe of Benjaminwas taken.
21Thenhemade the tribe of Benjamin comenear by families, and the family
of the Matrites was taken: and from them, Saul, the son of Kish, was taken:
but when they went in search of him he was nowhere to be seen. 22 So they
put another question to the Lord, Is the man present here? And the answer
of theLordwas, He is keepinghimself fromviewamong the goods. 23So they
wentquickly andmadehimcomeout; andwhenhe tookhisplaceamong the
people, he was taller by a head than any of the people. 24And Samuel said
to all the people, Do you see the man of the Lord's selection, how there is
no other like him among all the people? And all the people with loud cries
said, Long life to the king! 25 Then Samuel gave the people the laws of the
kingdom, writing them in a book which he put in a safe place before the
Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 26And
Saul went to Gibeah, to his house; andwith himwent themen of warwhose
hearts had been touched by God. 27 But certain good-for-nothing persons
said, How is thisman to be our saviour? Andhaving no respect for him, they
gave him no offering.

11
1 Then about a month after this, Nahash the Ammonite came up and put

his forces in position for attacking Jabesh-gilead: and all the men of Jabesh
said to Nahash, Make an agreement with us and we will be your servants.
2 And Nahash the Ammonite said to them, I will make an agreement with
you on this condition, that all your right eyes are put out; so that Imaymake
it a cause of shame to all Israel. 3 Then the responsible men of Jabesh said
to him, Give us seven days, so that wemay sendmen to every part of Israel:
and then, if no one comes to our help, we will come out to you. 4 So they
sent representatives to Saul's town Gibeah, and these gave the news to the
people: and all the people gave themselves to weeping. 5 Now Saul came
from the field, driving the oxen before him; and he said,Why are the people
weeping? And they gavehimwordofwhat themenof Jabeshhad said. 6And
at their words, the spirit of God came on Saul with power, and he became
very angry. 7And he took two oxen and, cutting themup, sent them through
all the landof Israel by thehandof runners, saying, If anymandoesnot come
out after Saul and Samuel, this will be done to his oxen. And the fear of the
Lord cameon the people and they cameout like oneman. 8Andhehad them
numbered in Bezek: the children of Israel were three hundred thousand,
and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9Then he said to the representatives
who had come, Say to the men of Jabesh-gilead, Tomorrow, by the time the
sun is high, you will be made safe. And the representatives came and gave
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the news to the men of Jabesh; and they were glad. 10 So the men of Jabesh
said, Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you may do to us whatever
seems good to you. 11Now on the day after, Saul put the people into three
bands, and in the morning watch they came to the tents of the Ammonites,
and theywent on attacking them till the heat of the day: and thosewhowere
not put to death were put to flight in every direction, so that no two of them
were together. 12And the people said to Samuel,Whowas itwho said, Is Saul
to be our king? give the men up, so that we may put them to death. 13And
Saul said, Not aman is to be put to death today: for today the Lord hasmade
Israel safe. 14 Then Samuel said to the people, Come, let us go to Gilgal and
theremake the kingdomstrong in thehands of Saul. 15So all thepeoplewent
toGilgal; and there inGilgal theymade Saul kingbefore theLord; andpeace-
offerings were offered before the Lord; and there Saul and all the men of
Israel were glad with great joy.

12
1And Samuel said to all Israel, You see that I have given ear to everything

you said to me, and have made a king over you. 2And now, see, the king is
before you: and I am old and grey-headed, andmy sons arewith you: I have
been living before your eyes from my early days till now. 3Here I am: give
witness againstme before the Lord and before theman onwhomhe has put
theholy oil: whose oxor ass have I taken? towhomhave I beenuntrue? who
hasbeen crusheddownbyme? fromwhosehandhave I takenaprice for the
blinding of my eyes? I will give it all back to you. 4And they said, You have
neverbeenuntrue tousorcruel tous; youhave takennothing fromanyman.
5Thenhe said, TheLord iswitness against you, and themanonwhomhehas
put the holy oil is witness this day that you have seen no wrong in me. And
they said, He iswitness. 6AndSamuel said to the people, TheLord iswitness,
who gave authority to Moses and Aaron, and who took your fathers up out
of the land of Egypt. 7Keep your places now, while I take up the argument
with you before the Lord, and give you the story of the righteousness of the
Lord, which he hasmade clear by his acts to you and to your fathers. 8When
Jacob and his sons had come into Egypt, andwere crushed by the Egyptians,
the prayers of your fathers came up to the Lord, and the Lord sent Moses
and Aaron, who took your fathers out of Egypt, and he put them into this
place. 9But they were false to the Lord their God, and he gave them up into
the hands of Sisera, captain of the army of Jabin, king of Hazor, and into the
hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the king of Moab, who made
war against them. 10 Then crying out to the Lord, they said, We have done
evil, because we have been turned away from the Lord, worshipping the
Baals and the Astartes: but now, make us safe from those who are against
us and we will be your servants. 11 So the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak
and Jephthah and Samuel and took you out of the power of those who were
fighting against you on every side, andmade you safe. 12Andwhen you saw
thatNahash, the king of theAmmonites, was coming against you, you said to
me, No more of this; we will have a king for our ruler: when the Lord your
God was your king. 13Here, then, is the king marked out by you: the Lord
has put a king over you. 14 If in the fear of the Lord you are his servants,
hearinghis voice andnot going against the orders of the Lord, but being true
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to the Lord your God, you and the king ruling over you, then all will be well:
15But if you donot give ear to the voice of the Lord, but go against his orders,
then the hand of the Lordwill be against you and against your king for your
destruction, as it was against your fathers. 16Now keep where you are and
see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not now
the time of the grain cutting? My cry will go up to the Lord and he will send
thunder and rain: so that you may see and be conscious of your great sin
whichyouhavedone in theeyesof theLord indesiringaking for yourselves.
18 So Samuel made prayer to the Lord; and the Lord sent thunder and rain
that day: and all the peoplewere in fear of the Lord and of Samuel. 19Andall
the people said to Samuel, Make prayer for us to the Lord your God so that
death may not overtake us: for in addition to all our sins we have done this
evil, in desiring a king. 20ThenSamuel said to the people, Haveno fear: truly
youhavedone evil, but donot be turnedaway from theLord; behis servants
with all your heart; 21Anddonot go from the rightway turning to those false
gods in which there is no profit and no salvation, for they are false. 22 For
the Lord will not give his people up, because of the honour of his name; for
it was the Lord's pleasure to make of you a people for himself. 23And as for
me, neverwill I go against the orders of the Lord by giving upmyprayers for
you: but I will go on teaching you the good and right way. 24Only go in the
fearof theLord, andbehis true servantswithall yourheart, keeping inmind
what great things he has done for you. 25But if you still do evil, destruction
will overtake you and your king.

13
1 *** 2 And Saul took for himself three thousand men of Israel, of whom

he kept two thousand with him in Michmash and in the mountain of Beth-
el, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah in the land of Benjamin:
the rest of the people he sent back to their tents. 3 And Jonathan made an
attack on the armed force of the Philistines stationed at Gibeah; and news
was given to thePhilistines that theHebrewswere turnedagainst them. And
Saul had a horn sounded through all the land, 4And all Israel had the news
that Saul had made an attack on the Philistines, and that Israel was bitterly
hated by the Philistines. And the people came together after Saul to Gilgal.
5 And the Philistines came together to make war on Israel, three thousand
war-carriages and six thousand horsemen and an army of people like the
sands of the sea in number: they came up and took up their position in
Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6When themenof Israel saw thedanger
theywere in, (for the peoplewere troubled,) they took cover in cracks in the
hillsides and in thewoods and in rocks and holes and hollows. 7And a great
number of the people had gone over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead;
but Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the people went after him shaking in fear.
8Andhewent onwaiting there for seven days, the timefixed by Samuel: but
Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the peoplewere starting to go away from
him. 9 Then Saul said, Come here and give me the burned offering and the
peace-offerings. And he made a burned offering to the Lord. 10 And when
the burned offering was ended, Samuel came; and Saul went out to see him
and to give him a blessing. 11And Samuel said, What have you done? And
Saul said, Because I saw that the people were going away fromme, and you
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hadnot comeat the timewhichhadbeenfixed, and the Philistines had come
together atMichmash; 12 I said, Now the Philistineswill comedownonmeat
Gilgal, and I havemadenoprayer forhelp to theLord: and so, forcingmyself
to do it, I made a burned offering. 13And Samuel said to Saul, You have done
a foolish thing: you have not kept the rules which the Lord your God gave
you; it was the purpose of the Lord to make your authority over Israel safe
for ever. 14 But now, your authority will not go on: the Lord, searching for
a man who is pleasing to him in every way, has given him the place of ruler
over his people, because you have not done what the Lord gave you orders
to do. 15 Then Samuel went up from Gilgal and the rest of the people went
up after Saul against the men of war, and they came from Gilgal to Gibeah
in the land of Benjamin: and Saul took the number of the people who were
withhim, about six hundredmen. 16AndSaul,with Jonathanhis sonand the
people who were with them, was waiting in Geba in the land of Benjamin:
but the tents of the Philistineswere inMichmash. 17And three bands ofmen
came out from the Philistines to make an attack; one bandwent by the road
which goes to Ophrah, into the land of Shual: 18 And another went in the
direction of Beth-horon: and another went by the hill looking down on the
valley of Zeboiim, in the direction of the waste land. 19Now there was no
iron-worker in all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, For fear the
Hebrews make themselves swords or spears: 20But all the Israelites had to
go to thePhilistines to get their ploughs andblades andaxes andhooksmade
sharp; 21For they had instruments for putting an edge on their ploughs and
blades and forks and axes, and for putting iron points on their ox-driving
rods. 22So on the day of the fight atMichmash, not a sword or a spearwas to
be seen in the hands of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan: only Saul
and his son Jonathan had them. 23 And the armed force of the Philistines
went out to the narrowway of Michmash.

14
1Now one day Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to the young man who was

with him, looking after his arms, Come, let us go over to the Philistine force
over there. But he said nothing to his father. 2 And Saul was still waiting
in the farthest part of Geba, under the fruit-tree in Migron: there were
about six hundredmenwith him; 3AndAhijah, the son of Ahitub, brother of
Ichabod, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the Lord in Shiloh,
who had the ephod. And the people had no idea that Jonathan had gone.
4Nowbetween thenarrowroadsover themountainsbywhich Jonathanwas
makinghisway to thePhilistines' forces, therewasasharpoverhangingrock
on one side, and a sharp rock on the other side: one was named Bozez and
the other Seneh. 5The one rock went up on the north in front of Michmash
and the other on the south in front of Geba. 6And Jonathan said to his young
servant who had his arms, Come, let us go over to the armies of these men
whohaveno circumcision: itmaybe that theLordwill giveushelp, for there
is no limit to his power; the Lord is able to give salvation by a great army
or by a small band. 7 And his servant said to him, Do whatever is in your
mind: see, I am with you in every impulse of your heart. 8 Then Jonathan
said, Now we will go over to these men and let them see us. 9 If they say
to us, Keep quiet where you are till we come to you; then we will keep our
places and not go up to them. 10 But if they say, Come up to us; then we
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will go up, for the Lord has given them into our hands: and this will be the
sign to us. 11And they let the Philistine force see the two of them: and the
Philistines said, Look! the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they
have taken cover. 12And the armed men of the force gave Jonathan and his
servant their answer, saying, Come up here to us, and we will let you see
something. Then Jonathan said to his servant, Come up after me: for the
Lord has given them up into the hands of Israel. 13And Jonathan went up,
grippingwith his hands and his feet, his servant going up after him; and the
Philistines gaveway before Jonathanwhen hemade an attack on them, and
his servant put them to death after him. 14And at their first attack, Jonathan
and his servant put to the sword about twenty men, all inside the space of
half an acre of land. 15And there was great fear in the tents and in the field
and among all the men of the armed force, and the attackers were shaking
with fear; even the earth was moved with a great shaking and there was a
fear as from God. 16 And the watchmen of Saul, looking out from Geba in
the land of Benjamin, saw all the army flowing away and running here and
there. 17 Then Saul said to the people who were with him, Let everyone be
numbered and let us see who has gone from us. And when they had been
numbered, it was seen that Jonathan and his servant were not there. 18And
Saul said to Ahijah, Let the ephod come here. For hewent before Israel with
the ephod at that time. 19Nowwhile Saul was talking to the priest, the noise
in the tents of the Philistines became louder and louder; and Saul said to the
priest, Take back your hand. 20And Saul and all the people with him came
together and went forward to the fight: and every man's sword was turned
against the man at his side, and there was a very great noise. 21 Then the
Hebrews who had been with the Philistines for some time, and had gone
up with them to their tents, turning round were joined to those who were
with Saul and Jonathan. 22 And all the men of Israel who had taken cover
in the hill-country of Ephraim, hearing that the Philistines had been put to
flight, went after them, attacking them. 23 So the Lord made Israel safe that
day: and the fight went over to Beth-aven. 24And all the people were with
Saul, about twenty thousandmen, and the fight was general through all the
hill-country of Ephraim; but Saulmade a great error that day, by putting the
people under an oath, saying, Let that man be cursedwho takes food before
evening comes and I have given punishment to those who are against me.
So the people had not a taste of food. 25And there was honey on the face of
the field, and all the people came to the honey, the bees having gone from
it; 26 But not a man put his hand to his mouth for fear of the curse. 27 But
Jonathan, having no knowledge of the oath his father had put on the people,
stretching out the rod which was in his hand, put the end of it in the honey,
and put it to his mouth; then his eyes were made bright. 28 Then one of the
people said to him, Your father put the people under an oath, saying, Let that
man be cursed who takes any food this day. And the people were feeble,
needing food. 29 Then Jonathan said, My father has made trouble come on
the land: now see how bright my eyes have become because I have taken a
little of this honey. 30How much more if the people had freely taken their
food from the goods of those who were fighting against them! would there
not have been much greater destruction among the Philistines? 31That day
they overcame the Philistines from Michmash to Aijalon: and the people
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were feeble fromneed of food. 32And rushing at the goods taken in the fight,
thepeople tookoxenand sheepandyoungoxen, andput themtodeath there
on the earth, and had a meal, taking the flesh with the blood in it. 33 Then
it was said to Saul, See, the people are sinning against the Lord, taking the
bloodwith the flesh. And he said to those who gave him the news, Now let a
great stonebe rolled tomehere. 34AndSaul said, Goabout among thepeople
and say to them, Let every man come here to me with his ox and his sheep,
and put them to death here, and take hismeal: do no sin against the Lord by
taking the blood with the flesh. So all the people took their oxen with them
that night and put them to death there. 35 And Saul put up an altar to the
Lord: this was the first altar which he put up to the Lord. 36And Saul said,
Let us godownafter the Philistines bynight, attacking them till themorning,
till there is not amanof them living. And they said, Dowhatever seems right
to you. Then the priest said, Let us come near to God. 37And Saul, desiring
directions from God, said, Am I to go down after the Philistines? will you
give them up into the hands of Israel? But he gave him no answer that day.
38And Saul said, Come near, all you chiefs of the people, and let us get word
from God and see in whom is this sin today. 39 For, by the living Lord, the
saviour of Israel, even if the sinner is Jonathan, my son, death will certainly
behis fate. But not amanamongall the people gavehimanyanswer. 40Then
he said to all Israel, You be on one side, and I with Jonathan my son will be
on the other side. And the people said to Saul, Do whatever seems good to
you. 41Then Saul said to the Lord, the God of Israel, Why have you not given
me an answer today? If the sin is in me or in Jonathan my son, O Lord God
of Israel, give Urim, and if it is in your people Israel, give Thummim. And by
the decision of the Lord, Saul and Jonathanweremarkedout, and the people
went free. 42 And Saul said, Give your decision between my son Jonathan
andme. And Jonathanwas taken. 43Then Saul said to Jonathan, Giveme an
account of what you have done. And Jonathan gave him the story and said,
Certainly I tooka little honeyon the endofmyrod; andnowdeath is to bemy
fate. 44And Saul said, May God's punishment be on me if death is not your
fate, Jonathan. 45And the people said to Saul, Is death to come to Jonathan,
the worker of this great salvation for Israel? Let it not be so: by the living
Lord, not one hair of his head is to be touched, for he has beenworkingwith
God today. So the people kept Jonathan from death. 46 Then Saul, turning
back, went after the Philistines no longer: and the Philistines went back to
their place. 47Nowwhen Saul had taken his place as ruler of Israel, hemade
war on thosewhowere against himon every side,Moab and theAmmonites
and Edom and the kings of Zobah and the Philistines: and whichever way
he went, he overcame them. 48And he did great things, and overcame the
Amalekites, and made Israel safe from the hands of their attackers. 49Now
the sons of Saul were Jonathan and Ishvi and Malchi-shua; and these are
the names of his daughters: the older was named Merab and the younger
Michal; 50 The name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz;
the captain of his army was Abner, the son of Ner, brother of Saul's father.
51Kish, the father of Saul, and Ner, the father of Abner, were sons of Abiel.
52All through the life of Saul therewas bitterwar against the Philistines; and
whenever Saul saw any strong man or any good fighting man, he kept him
near himself.
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15
1And Samuel said to Saul, The Lord sent me to put the holy oil on you and

to make you king over his people, over Israel: so give ear now to the words
of the Lord. 2 The Lord of armies says, I will give punishment to Amalek
for what he did to Israel, fighting against him on the way when Israel came
out of Egypt. 3Go now and put Amalek to the sword, putting to the curse all
they have, without mercy: put to death every man and woman, every child
and baby at the breast, every ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4And Saul sent
for the people and had them numbered in Telaim, two hundred thousand
footmen and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the town of
Amalek, and took up his position in the valley secretly. 6 And Saul said to
the Kenites, Go away, take yourselves out from among the Amalekites, or
destruction will overtake you with them: for you were kind to the children
of Israelwhen theycameoutofEgypt. So theKeniteswentaway fromamong
the Amalekites. 7And Saul made an attack on the Amalekites from Havilah
on the road to Shur, which is before Egypt. 8 He took Agag, king of the
Amalekites, prisoner, and put all the people to the sword without mercy.
9 But Saul and the people did not put Agag to death, and they kept the best
of the sheep and the oxen and the fat beasts and the lambs, and whatever
was good, not desiring to put them to the curse: but everything which was
bad and of no use they put to the curse. 10Then the Lord said to Samuel, 11 It
is no longermypleasure for Saul to be king; for he is turned back fromgoing
in my ways, and has not done my orders. And Samuel was very sad, crying
to the Lord in prayer all night. 12 And early in the morning he got up and
went to Saul; and word was given to Samuel that Saul had come to Carmel
and put up a pillar, and had gone from there down to Gilgal. 13And Samuel
came to Saul; and Saul said to him,May the blessing of the Lord bewith you:
I have done what was ordered by the Lord. 14And Samuel said, What then
is this sound of the crying of sheep and the noise of oxenwhich comes tomy
ears? 15And Saul said, They have taken them from the Amalekites: for the
people have kept the best of the sheep and of the oxen as an offering to the
Lord your God; all the rest we have given up to destruction. 16Then Samuel
said to Saul, Say nomore! Letme give youword of what the Lord has said to
me this night. And he said to him, Say on. 17And Samuel said, Though you
may seem little to yourself, are you not head of the tribes of Israel? for the
Lord with the holy oil made you king over Israel, 18And the Lord sent you
on a journey and said, Go and put to the curse those sinners, the Amalekites,
fighting against them till every one is dead. 19Why then did you not do the
orders of the Lord, but by violently taking their goods did evil in the eyes of
theLord? 20AndSaul said, Truly, I havedone theorders of theLordandhave
gone the way the Lord sent me; I have taken Agag, the king of Amalek, and
have given the Amalekites up to destruction. 21But the people took some of
their goods, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which were put to the
curse, to make an offering of them to the Lord your God in Gilgal. 22 And
Samuel said, Has the Lord asmuch delight in offerings and burned offerings
as in the doing of his orders? Truly, to do his pleasure is better than tomake
offerings, and to give ear to him than the fat of sheep. 23For to go against his
orders is like the sin of those who make use of secret arts, and pride is like
givingworship to images. Because you have put away from you theword of
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the Lord, he has put you fromyour place as king. 24And Saul said to Samuel,
Great is my sin: for I have gone against the orders of the Lord and against
your words: because, fearing the people, I did what they said. 25 So now, let
my sin have forgiveness, and go back with me to give worship to the Lord.
26 And Samuel said to Saul, I will not go back with you: for you have put
away from you the word of the Lord, and the Lord has put you from your
place as king over Israel. 27Andwhen Samuelwas turning round to go away,
Saul took the skirt of his robe in his hand, and the cloth came away. 28And
Samuel said to him, The Lord has taken away the kingdom of Israel from
you this day by force, and has given it to a neighbour of yours who is better
than you. 29 And further, the Glory of Israel will not say what is false, and
his purpose may not be changed: for he is not a man, whose purpose may
be changed. 30 Then he said, Great is my sin: but still, give me honour now
before the heads of my people and before Israel, and come back with me so
that I may give worship to the Lord your God. 31 So Samuel went back after
Saul, and Saul gave worship to the Lord. 32 Then Samuel said, Make Agag,
the king of the Amalekites, come here tome. And Agag came to him shaking
with fear. And Agag said, Truly the pain of death is past. 33And Samuel said,
As your sword hasmadewomenwithout children, so now yourmother will
be without children among women. And Agag was cut up by Samuel, bone
from bone, before the Lord in Gilgal. 34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and
Saulwent up to his house inGibeah, in the land of Saul. 35And Samuel never
saw Saul again till the day of his death; but Samuel was sorrowing for Saul:
and it was no longer the Lord's pleasure for Saul to be king over Israel.

16
1And the Lord said to Samuel, How longwill you go on sorrowing for Saul,

seeing that I have put him fromhis place as king over Israel? Take oil in your
vessel and go; Iwill send you to Jesse, the Beth-lehemite: for I have got a king
for myself among his sons. 2And Samuel said, How is it possible for me to
go? If Saul gets news of it he will put me to death. And the Lord said, Take
a young cowwith you and say, I have come to make an offering to the Lord.
3 And send for Jesse to be present at the offering, and I will make clear to
you what you are to do: and you are to put the holy oil on him whose name
I give you. 4And Samuel did as the Lord said and came to Beth-lehem. And
the responsible men of the town came out to him in fear and said, Do you
come in peace? 5And he said, In peace: I have come to make an offering to
the Lord: make yourselves clean and come with me to make the offering.
And he made Jesse and his sons clean, and sent for them to be present at
the offering. 6 Now when they came, looking at Eliab, he said, Clearly the
man of the Lord's selection is before him. 7But the Lord said to Samuel, Do
not take note of his face or how tall he is, because I will not have him: for
the Lord's view is not man's; man takes note of the outer form, but the Lord
sees the heart. 8 Then Jesse sent for Abinadab and made him come before
Samuel. And he said, The Lord has not taken this one. 9 Then Jesse made
Shammah come before him. And he said, The Lord has not taken this one.
10And Jesse made his seven sons come before Samuel. And Samuel said to
Jesse, The Lord has not taken any of these. 11Then Samuel said to Jesse, Are
all your children here? And he said, There is still the youngest, and he is
looking after the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send andmake him come
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here: forwewill not take our seats till he is here. 12So he sent andmade him
come in. Now he had red hair and beautiful eyes and pleasing looks. And
the Lord said, Come, put the oil on him, for this is he. 13 Then Samuel took
the bottle of oil, and put the oil on him there among his brothers: and from
that day the spirit of the Lord came on David with power. So Samuel went
back to Ramah. 14Now the spirit of the Lord had gone from Saul, and an evil
spirit from the Lord was troubling him. 15And Saul's servants said to him,
See now, an evil spirit fromGod is troubling you. 16Now give orders to your
servants who are here before you to go in search of a man who is an expert
player on a corded instrument: and it will be that when the evil spirit from
God is on you, hewillmakemusic for youonhis instrument, and youwill get
well. 17And Saul said to his servants, Then get me a man who is an expert
player, andmakehimcome tome. 18Thenoneof the servants inanswer said,
I have seen a son of Jesse, the Beth-lehemite, who is expert at playing, and a
strong man and a man of war; and he is wise in his words, and pleasing in
looks, and the Lord is with him. 19So Saul sent his servants to Jesse and said,
Send me your son David who is with the sheep. 20And Jesse took five cakes
of bread and a skin ofwine and a young goat and sent them to Saul byDavid.
21And David came to Saul, waiting before him: and he became very dear to
Saul, whomade himhis servant, giving him the care of his arms. 22And Saul
sent to Jesse saying, Let David be with me, for he is pleasing to me. 23 And
whenever the evil spirit from God came on Saul, David took his instrument
andmademusic: so new life came to Saul, and he gotwell, and the evil spirit
went away from him.

17
1Now the Philistines got their armies together for war, and came together

at Socoh in the land of Judah, and took up their position between Socoh and
Azekah in Ephes-dammim. 2And Saul and the men of Israel came together
and took up their position in the valley of Elah, and put their forces in order
against the Philistines. 3The Philistines were stationed on the mountain on
one side and Israel on themountain on the other side: and therewas avalley
between them. 4 And a fighter came out from the tents of the Philistines,
named Goliath of Gath; he was more than six cubits tall. 5 And he had a
head-dress of brass on his head, and he was dressed in a coat of metal, the
weight of which was five thousand shekels of brass. 6His legs were covered
with plates of brass and hanging on his back was a javelin of brass. 7 The
stem of his spearwas as long as a cloth-worker's rod, and its headwasmade
of six hundred shekels' weight of iron: and one went before him with his
body-cover. 8He took up his position and in a loud voice said to the armies
of Israel, Why have you come out to make war? Am I not a Philistine and
you servants of Saul? Send out aman for yourselves and let him come down
to me. 9 If he is able to have a fight with me and overcome me, then we will
be your servants: but if I am able to overcome him, then you will be our
servants and do work for us. 10And the Philistine said, I have put to shame
the armies of Israel this day; give me a man so that we may have a fight
together. 11 And Saul and all Israel, hearing those words of the Philistine,
were troubled and full of fear. 12Now David was the son of that Ephrathite
of Beth-lehem-judah named Jesse, who had eight sons; and he was an old



1 Samuel 17:13 303 1 Samuel 17:37

man in Saul's day, and far on in years. 13And the three oldest sons of Jesse
had gonewith Saul to the fight: the names of the threewhowent to the fight
were Eliab, the oldest, and Abinadab the second, and Shammah the third.
14And David was the youngest: and the three oldest were with Saul's army.
15NowDavidwent to and from Saul, looking after his father's sheep at Beth-
lehem. 16And the Philistine came near everymorning and evening for forty
days. 17And Jesse said tohis sonDavid, Takenow for yourbrothers anephah
of this dry grain and these ten cakes of bread, and go quickly with them to
the tents to your brothers; 18 And take these ten cheeses to the captain of
their thousand, and see how your brothers are and come back with a sign
to say how they are. 19Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel were in
the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20 And David got up early
in the morning, and, giving the sheep into the care of a keeper, took the
things and went as Jesse had said; and he came to the lines where the carts
were, when the army was going out to the fight giving their war-cry. 21And
Israel and the Philistines hadput their forces in position, armyagainst army.
22AndDavid gavehis parcels into the hands of the keeper of the army stores,
and went running to the army and came to his brothers to get knowledge
about them. 23And while he was talking to them, the fighter, the Philistine
of Gath, Goliath by name, came out from the Philistines' lines and said the
samewords, in David's hearing. 24And all the men of Israel, when they saw
him, went in flight, overcome with fear. 25And the men of Israel said, Have
you seen this man? Clearly he has come out to put shame on Israel: and it
is certain that if any man overcomes him, the king will give that man great
wealth, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's family free in
Israel. 26And David said to themen near him,What will be done to theman
who overcomes this Philistine and takes away the shame from Israel? for
who is this Philistine, amanwithout circumcision, that he has put shame on
the armies of the living God? 27And the people gave him this answer, So it
will be done to themanwhoovercomes him. 28AndEliab, his oldest brother,
hearingwhat David said to themen, wasmoved towrath against David, and
said, Why have you come here? Into whose care have you given that little
flock of sheep in thewaste land? I have knowledge of your pride and the evil
of your heart, you have come down to see the fight. 29And David said, What
have I done now? was it not only a word? 30 And turning away from him
to one of the other men, he said the same words: and the people gave him
the same answer. 31And, hearing what David said, they gave Saul word of
it: and he sent for him. 32AndDavid said to Saul, Let noman's heart become
feeble because of him; I, your servant, will go out and have a fight with this
Philistine. 33And Saul said to David, You are not able to go out against this
Philistine and have a fight with him: for you are only a boy, and he has been
a man of war from his earliest days. 34And David said to Saul, Your servant
has been keeper of his father's sheep; and if a lion or a bear came and took
a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out after him, and overcame him, and took
it out of his mouth: and if, turning on me, he came at me, I took him by the
hair and overcame him and put him to death. 36Your servant has overcome
lion and bear: and the fate of this Philistine, who is without circumcision,
will be like theirs, seeing that he has put shame on the armies of the living
God. 37And David said, The Lord, who kept me safe from the grip of the lion
and the bear, will be my saviour from the hands of this Philistine. And Saul
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said to David, Go! and may the Lord be with you. 38 Then Saul gave David
his clothing of war, and put a head-dress of brass on his head and had him
clothedwitha coat ofmetal. 39AndDavid tookSaul's swordandput theband
roundhimover themetal coat, andwasunable to go forward; for hewasnot
used to them. Then David said to Saul, It is not possible forme to go out with
these, for I am not used to them. So David took them off. 40 Then he took
his stick in his hand, and got five smooth stones from the bed of the stream
and put them in a bag such as is used by sheep-keepers; and in his handwas
a leather band used for sending stones: and so he went in the direction of
the Philistine. 41And the Philistine came nearer to David; and the man who
hadhis body-coverwent beforehim. 42Andwhen thePhilistine, takingnote,
saw David, he had a poor opinion of him: for he was only a boy, red-haired
and good-looking. 43 And the Philistine said to David, Am I a dog, that you
come out to me with sticks? And the Philistine put curses on David by all
his gods. 44And the Philistine said to David, Come here tome, and I will give
yourflesh to thebirds of the air and thebeasts of thefield. 45ThenDavid said
to the Philistine, You come tomewith a sword and a spear and a javelin: but
I come to you in the name of the Lord of armies, the God of the armies of
Israel on which you have put shame. 46 This day the Lord will give you up
into my hands, and I will overcome you, and take your head off you; and
I will give the bodies of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the
beasts of the earth today, so that all the earth may see that Israel has a God;
47 And all these people who are here today may see that the Lord does not
give salvation by sword and spear: for the fight is the Lord's, and he will
give you up into our hands. 48Now when the Philistine made a move and
camenear toDavid, David quicklywent at a run in the direction of the army,
meeting the Philistine face to face. 49And David put his hand in his bag and
took out a stone and sent it from his leather band straight at the Philistine,
and the stonewentdeep intohisbrow, andhewentdown to theearth, falling
on his face. 50 So David overcame the Philistine with his leather band and
a stone, wounding the Philistine and causing his death: but David had no
sword in his hand. 51 So running up to the Philistine and putting his foot on
him, David took his sword out of its cover, and put him to death, cutting off
his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their fighter was dead,
they went in flight. 52And the men of Israel and of Judah got up, and gave
a cry, and went after the Philistines as far as Gath and the town doors of
Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines were falling down by the road
from Shaaraim all the way to Gath and Ekron. 53Then the children of Israel
came back from going after the Philistines, and took their goods from the
tents. 54AndDavid took theheadof the Philistine to Jerusalem, but themetal
war-dress and the armshe put in his tent. 55Andwhen Saul sawDavid going
out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the captain of the army, Abner,
whose son is this youngman? AndAbner said, On your life, O king, I have no
idea. 56And the king said,Make search and seewhose son this youngman is.
57And when David was coming back after the destruction of the Philistine,
Abner took him to Saul, with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 58And
Saul said to him, Youngman, whose son are you? And David in answer said,
I am the son of your servant Jesse of Beth-lehem.
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18
1 Now after David's talk with Saul was ended, the soul of Jonathan was

joined with the soul of David, and David became as dear to him as his very
life. 2 And that day Saul took David and would not let him go back to his
father's house. 3 Then Jonathan and David made an agreement together,
because of Jonathan's love forDavid. 4And Jonathan tookoff the robehehad
on and gave it to David, with all hismilitary dress, even to his sword and his
bowand thebandroundhisbody. 5AndDavidwentwherever Saul senthim,
and did wisely: and Saul put him at the head of his men of war, and this was
pleasing to all the people as well as to Saul's servants. 6Now on their way,
when David came back after the destruction of the Philistine, the women
came out of all the towns of Israel, with songs and dances, meeting David
withmelodyand joyand instruments ofmusic. 7And thewomen, answering
one another in their song, said, Saul has put to death his thousands and
David his tens of thousands. 8And Saul was very angry and this saying was
unpleasing to him; and he said, They have given David credit for tens of
thousands, and tome for only thousands: whatmore is there for himbut the
kingdom? 9And from that day Saul was looking with envy on David. 10Now
on the day after, an evil spirit from God came on Saul with great force and
he was acting like a prophet among the men of his house, while David was
making music for him, as he did day by day: and Saul had his spear in his
hand. 11And Saul, balancing the spear in his hand, said, I will give David a
blow, pinning him to the wall. And David got away from him twice. 12And
Saul went in fear of David, because the Lord was with David and had gone
away from Saul. 13 So Saul sent him away, and made him a captain over a
thousand; and he went about his business before the people. 14 And in all
his undertakings David didwisely; and the Lordwaswith him. 15Andwhen
Saul saw how wisely he did, he was in fear of him. 16 But David was loved
by all Israel and Judah, for he went out and came in before them. 17 And
Saul said to David, Here is my oldest daughter Merab, whom I will give you
for your wife: only be strong for me, fighting in the Lord's wars. For Saul
said, Let it not be through me that his fate comes to him, but through the
Philistines. 18 And David said to Saul, Who am I, and what is my father's
family in Israel, that I am to be son-in-law to the king? 19But when the time
came to give Merab, Saul's daughter, to David, she was given to Adriel of
Meholath. 20And Saul's daughter Michal was in love with David: and Saul
hadwordof it andwaspleased. 21AndSaul said, Iwill giveher tohim, so that
shemay be a cause of danger to him, and so that the hands of the Philistines
may be against him. So Saul said to David, Today you are to become my
son-in-law for the second time. 22And Saul gave his servants orders saying,
Have talk with David secretly and say to him, See how the king has delight
in you, and how you are loved by all his servants: then be the king's son-
in-law. 23 And Saul's servants said these things to David. And David said,
Does it seem to you a small thing to be the king's son-in-law, seeing that I
am a poor man, of no great name? 24And the servants of Saul gave him an
account ofwhatDavidhad said. 25AndSaul said, Then say toDavid, Theking
has no desire for any bride-price, but only for the private parts of a hundred
Philistines so that thekingmayget thebetterofhishaters. But itwas inSaul's
mind thatDavidmight come tohis endby thehands of the Philistines. 26And
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when his servants said these words to David, he was well pleased to be the
son-in-law of the king. And the days were still not past. 27 So David and his
men got up and went, and put to death two hundred of the Philistines; and
David took their private parts and gave the full number of them to the king,
so that he might be the king's son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter
Michal for his wife. 28And it was clear to Saul that the Lordwas with David;
and he was loved by all Israel. 29 And Saul's fear of David became all the
greater, and he went on hating him, day by day. 30 Then the rulers of the
Philistines went out to war: and whenever they went out, David did more
wisely than all the other servants of Saul, so that his name became greatly
honoured.

19
1 And Saul gave orders to his son Jonathan and to all his servants to put

David to death. But Saul's son Jonathan had great delight in David. 2 And
Jonathan said to David, Saul, my father, is purposing your death: so now,
take care in the morning, and keep yourself safe in a secret place: 3 And I
will go out and take my place by my father's side in the field near where
you are; and I will get into talk with my father about you, and when I see
how things are, I will give you word. 4And Jonathan gave his father Saul a
good account of David, and said to him, Let not the king do wrong against
his servant, against David; because he has done you no wrong, and all his
acts have had a good outcome for you: 5 For he put his life in danger and
overcame the Philistine, and the Lord gave all Israel salvation: you saw it
and were glad: why then are you sinning against him who has done no
wrong, desiring the death of David without cause? 6 And Saul gave ear to
the voice of Jonathan, and said with an oath, By the living Lord, he is not
to be put to death. 7 Then Jonathan sent for David and gave him word of
all these things. And Jonathan took David to Saul, who kept him by his side
as in the past. 8And there was war again: and David went out fighting the
Philistines, causing great destruction among them; and they went in flight
before him. 9And an evil spirit from the Lord came on Saul, when he was
seated in his house with his spear in his hand; and David made music for
him. 10And Saul would have sent his spear through him, pinning him to the
wall, but he got away and the spear went into thewall: and that night David
went in flight and got away. 11 Then in that night Saul sent men to David's
house to keep watch on him so as to put him to death in the morning: and
David's wifeMichal said to him, If you do not go away to a safe place tonight
youwill be put to death in themorning. 12SoMichal let David down through
the window, and he went in flight and got away. 13 Then Michal took the
image and put it in the bed, with a cushion of goat's hair at its head, and she
put clothing over it. 14Andwhen Saul sentmen to take David, she said, He is
ill. 15And Saul sent his men to see David, saying, Do not come back without
him, take him in his bed, so that I may put him to death. 16 And when the
men came in, there was the image in the bed, with the cushion of goat's hair
at its head 17And Saul said toMichal, why have you been false tome, letting
my hater go and get safely away? And in answer Michal said to Saul, He
said to me, Let me go, or I will put you to death. 18 So David went in flight
and got away and came to Ramah, to Samuel, and gave him an account of all
Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and were living in Naioth.
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19 And word was given to Saul that David was at Naioth in Ramah. 20 And
Saul sent men to take David; and when they saw the band of prophets at
work, with Samuel in his place at their head, the spirit of God came on Saul's
men, and they became like prophets. 21And Saul, having news of this, sent
othermen,who in the samewaybecame likeprophets. Anda third timeSaul
sent men, and they like the others became like prophets. 22Then he himself
went to Ramah, and came to the greatwater-spring in Secu; andquestioning
the people he said, Where are Samuel and David? And one said, They are at
Naioth in Ramah. 23And hewent on from there to Naioth in Ramah: and the
spirit of God came onhim, and hewent on, acting like a prophet, till he came
to Naioth in Ramah. 24 And he took off his clothing, acting like a prophet
before Samuel, and falling down hewas stretched out, without his clothing,
all that day and all that night. This is the reason for the saying, Is even Saul
among the prophets?

20
1 And David went in flight from Naioth in Ramah and came to Jonathan

and said, What have I done? What is my crime and my sin against your
father that he is attempting to take my life? 2And he said to him, Far be the
thought: you will not be put to death: see, my father does nothing, great or
small, without giving me word of it: would he keep this secret from me? It
is not so. 3But David took his oath again and said, Your father sees that I am
dear to you; so he says to himself, Let Jonathanhaveno idea of this, for itwill
be a grief to him; but as the Lord is living, and as your soul is living, there is
only a step betweenme and death. 4Then Jonathan said to David,Whatever
your desire is, I will do it for you. 5AndDavid said to Jonathan, Tomorrow is
the newmoon, and I will not be seated with the king at his table: but let me
go to a safe place in the country till the evening. 6And if your father takes
note of the fact that I am away, say, David made a request to me for himself
that hemight go to Beth-lehem, to his town: for it is the timewhenhis family
make their offering year by year. 7 If he says, It is well, your servant will
be at peace: but if he is angry, then it will be clear to you that he has an evil
purpose inmind againstme. 8So, then, be kind to your servant; for youhave
been united with your servant in an agreement made before the Lord: but
if there is any wrongdoing in me, put me to death yourself; why take me to
your father? 9 And Jonathan said, Do not have such a thought: for if I saw
that my father was designing evil against you, would I not give you word of
it? 10ThenDavid said to Jonathan,Whowill givemeword if your fathergives
you a rough answer? 11And Jonathan said to David, Come, let us go out into
the country. And the two of them went out together into the open country.
12And Jonathan said to David, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be witness;
when I have had a chance of talking tomy father, about this time tomorrow,
if his feelings toDavidare good,will I not sendandgiveyou thenews? 13May
the Lord's punishment be on Jonathan, if it is my father's pleasure to do you
evil and I do not give youword of it and send you away so that youmay go in
peace: andmay the Lord be with you, as he has been with my father. 14And
may you, while I am still living, Omay you be kind tome, as the Lord is kind,
and keep me from death! 15 And let not your mercy ever be cut off from
my family, even when the Lord has sent destruction on all David's haters,
cutting them off from the face of the earth. 16And if it comes about that the
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name of Jonathan is cut off from the family of David, the Lord will make
David responsible. 17 And Jonathan again took an oath to David, because
of his love for him: for David was as dear to him as his very soul. 18 Then
Jonathan said to him, Tomorrow is the new moon: and it will be seen that
you are not present, for therewill be no one in your seat. 19And on the third
day it will be specially noted, and you will go to the place where you took
cover when the other business was in hand, waiting by the hill over there.
20And on the third day I will send arrows frommy bow against its side as if
at amark. 21And Iwill sendmy boy to have a look for the arrow. And if I say
to him, See, the arrow is on this side of you; take it up! then you may come;
for there is peace for you and no evil, by the living Lord. 22But if I say to the
boy, See, the arrow has gone past you: then go on yourway, for the Lord has
sent you away. 23As for what you and I were talking of, the Lord is between
you and me for ever. 24 So David went to a secret place in the country: and
when thenewmooncame, theking tookhisplaceat the feast. 25And theking
took his seat, as at other times, by the wall: and Jonathan was in front, and
Abner was seated by Saul's side, but there was no one in David's seat. 26But
Saul said nothing that day, for his thought was, Something has taken place
making him unclean; it is clear that he is not clean. 27And on the day after
the newmoon, that is, the second day, there was still no one in David's seat:
and Saul said to his son Jonathan, Why has the son of Jesse not come to the
feast yesterday or today? 28And answering Saul, Jonathan said, He made a
request tome thathemight go toBeth-lehem, 29Saying, Our family ismaking
an offering in the town, and my brothers have given me orders to be there:
so now, if I have grace in your eyes, letme go awayand seemybrothers. This
is why he has not come to the king's table. 30Then Saul was moved to wrath
against Jonathan, and he said to him, You son of an evil and uncontrolled
woman, have I not seen how you have given your love to the son of Jesse, to
your shame and the shame of your mother? 31 For while the son of Jesse is
livingon the earth, yourposition is unsafe andyourkingdom is indanger. So
make him comehere tome, for it is certainly right for him to be put to death.
32And Jonathan, answering his father Saul, said to him, Why is he to be put
to death? What has he done? 33And Saul, pointing his spear at him,made an
attempt to give him a wound: from which it was clear to Jonathan that his
father's purpose was to put David to death. 34 So Jonathan got up from the
table, burningwithwrath, and tooknopart in the feast the secondday of the
month, being full of grief forDavidbecausehis fatherhadput shameonhim.
35Now in the morning, Jonathan went out into the fields at the time he had
said to David, and he had a little boy with him. 36And he said to the boy, Go
and get the arrow I let loose frommy bow. And while the boy was running,
he sent an arrow past him. 37 And when the boy came to the place where
the arrow was, Jonathan, crying out after the boy, said, Has it not gone past
you? 38And Jonathanwent on crying out after the boy, Be quick, do not keep
waiting about, go quickly. And Jonathan's boy got the arrow and came back
to his master. 39But the boy had no idea what was going on; only Jonathan
and David had knowledge of it. 40And Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to
the boy, and said to him, Take these and go back to the town. 41And when
the boy had gone, David came from his secret place by the hill, and falling
to the earth went down on his face three times: and they gave one another
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a kiss, weeping together, till David's grief was the greater. 42And Jonathan
said to David, Go in peace, for we two have taken an oath, in the name of the
Lord, saying, The Lord will be between me and you, and between my seed
and your seed for ever. Then David went away, and Jonathan went into the
town.

21
1ThenDavidcame toNob, toAhimelech thepriest: andAhimelechwas full

of fear atmeetingDavid, and said tohim,Whyareyoubyyourself, havingno
manwith you? 2And David said to Ahimelech the priest, The king has given
me orders and has said to me, Say nothing to anyone about the business on
which I am sending you and the orders I have given you: and a certain place
has been fixed to which the young men are to go. 3 So now, if you have here
five cakes of bread, give them into my hand, or whatever you have. 4 And
the priest, answering David, said, I have no common bread here but there is
holy bread; if only the youngmen have kept themselves fromwomen. 5And
David in answer said to the priest, Certainlywomenhave been kept fromus;
andashasbeendonebeforewhen Ihavegoneout thearmsof theyoungmen
were made holy, even though it was a common journey; how much more
today will their arms be made holy. 6 So the priest gave him the holy bread:
there was no other, only the holy bread which had been taken from before
the Lord, so that new breadmight be put in its place on the day when it was
taken away. 7Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day,
kept back before the Lord; his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the strongest of
Saul's runners. 8And David said to Ahimelech, Have you no sword or spear
with you here? for I have come without my sword and other arms, because
the king's business had to be done quickly. 9And the priest said, The sword
of Goliath the Philistine, whom you put to death in the valley of Elah, is here
folded in a cloth at the back of the ephod: take that, if you will, for there is
no other sword here. And David said, there is no other sword like that; give
it tome. 10ThenDavid got up andwent in flight that day for fear of Saul, and
went to Achish, the king of Gath. 11And the servants of Achish said to him,
Is not this David, the king of the land? did they not make songs about him
in their dances, saying, Saul has put to death thousands, and David tens of
thousands? 12And David took these words to heart, fearing Achish, the king
of Gath. 13 So changing his behaviour before them, he made it seem as if he
was off his head, hammering on the doors of the town, and letting thewater
from his mouth go down his chin. 14Then Achish said to his servants, Look!
theman is clearly offhis head; whyhave you let him comebeforeme? 15Are
there not enough unbalanced men about me, that you have let this person
come and do such tricks before me? is such aman to come into my house?

22
1 So David went away from there and took cover in a strong place at

Adullam; and his brothers and all his father's people, hearing of it, went
down to him there. 2And everyone who was in trouble, and everyone who
was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul, came together to him,
and he became captain over them: about four hundred men were joined
to him. 3And from there David went to Mizpeh in the land of Moab: and he
said to the king of Moab, Let my father and mother come and make their
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living-place with you till it is clear to me what God will do for me. 4 And
he took them to the king of Moab and they went on living with him while
Davidwas inhis safe place. 5And theprophetGad said toDavid, Donot go on
living in this place but go into the land of Judah. Then Davidwent away and
came to the woodland of Hereth. 6 And news was given to Saul that David
had been seen, and the men who were with him: now Saul was in Gibeah,
seated under the tree in the high place, with his spear in his hand, and all
his servants were in their places before him. 7Then Saul said to his servants
who were there about him, Give ear now, you Benjamites; will the son of
Jesse give to every one of you fields and vine-gardens, will he make you all
captains of hundreds and captains of thousands; 8That all of you havemade
designs against me, and not one of you gave me word when my son made
an agreement with the son of Jesse, and not one of you has pity for me or
has made my eyes open to the fact that my servant has been moved by my
son against me, as at this day? 9 Then Doeg, the Edomite, who was by the
side of the servants of Saul, in answer said, I saw the son of Jesse coming to
Nob, to Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub. 10And he got directions from the Lord
for him, and gave him food, and put in his hand the sword of Goliath the
Philistine. 11Then the king sent for Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub,
and for all the men of his father's family who were priests in Nob: and they
all came to the king. 12 And Saul said, Give ear now, O son of Ahitub. And
answering he said, Here I am, my lord. 13 And Saul said to him, Why have
you made designs against me with the son of Jesse, giving him food and a
sword and getting directions from the Lord for him, and helping him to take
up arms against me, and to be on the watch to make a secret attack on me
as he is doing now? 14 Then Ahimelech answering said to the king, Who
among all your servants is so true to you as David, who is the king's son-in-
law, and is a captain of your armed men, and has a place of honour in your
house? 15 Is this the first time I have got directions from God for him? Far
be the thought! let the king make no such statement against his servant or
my father's family, for your servant has no knowledge, great or small, of this
thing. 16And theking said, Youwill certainly beput to death, Ahimelech, you
and all your father's family. 17 Then the king said to the runners who were
waiting near him, Put the priests of the Lord to death; because they are on
David's side, and having knowledge of his flight, did not give me word of it.
But the king's servants would not put out their hands to make an attack on
the Lord's priests. 18 Then the king said to Doeg, You are to put the priests
to death. And Doeg the Edomite, turning on the priests and attacking them,
put to death that day eighty-fivemenwho tookup the ephod. 19AndNob, the
townof thepriests, heput to the sword, all themenandwomen, childrenand
babies at the breast, and oxen and asses and sheep. 20And Abiathar, one of
the sons of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, got away and went in flight after
David; 21 And gave him the news of how Saul had put to death the Lord's
priests. 22And David said to Abiathar, I was certain that day, when Doeg the
Edomitewas there, that hewould take the news to Saul: I am responsible for
the lives of all your father's family. 23Keep here with me and have no fear;
for hewhohas designs onmy life has designs on yours: butwithme youwill
be safe.
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23
1And they sent word to David, saying, The Philistines are fighting against

Keilahand taking the grain from thegrain-floors. 2SoDavid, questioning the
Lord, said, Am I to go andmake an attack on these Philistines? And the Lord
said to David, Go and make an attack on the Philistines so that Keilah may
be kept from falling into their hands. 3And David's men said to him, Even
here in Judah we are full of fear: how much more then if we go to Keilah
against the armies of the Philistines? 4 Then David put the question to the
Lord again, and the Lord answering said, Up! go down to Keilah; for I will
give the Philistines into your hands. 5 So David and his men went to Keilah,
and had a fightwith the Philistines, and took away their cattle, and put them
to the sword with great destruction. So David was the saviour of the people
ofKeilah. 6NowwhenAbiathar, the sonofAhimelech,went inflight toDavid,
he came down to Keilah with the ephod in his hand. 7And news was given
to Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Saul said, Now God has given
him into my hands; for by going into a walled town with locked doors, he
has let himself be shut in. 8And Saul sent for all the people to come to the
fight, and go down to Keilah to make an attack on David and his men. 9And
it was clear to David that Saul had evil designs against him, and he said to
Abiathar the priest, Come here with the ephod. 10 Then David said, O Lord,
theGodof Israel, newshasbeengiven toyour servant that it is Saul's purpose
to come to Keilah and send destruction on the town because of me. 11And
now, is it true, as they have said to me, that Saul is coming? O Lord, the God
of Israel, give ear to your servant, and say if these things are so. And theLord
said, He is coming down. 12Then David said, Will themen of Keilah giveme
and my men up to Saul? and the Lord said, They will give you up. 13 Then
David and his men, about six hundred of them, went out of Keilah, and got
away wherever they were able to go. And Saul, hearing that David had got
away from Keilah, did not go there. 14And David kept in the waste land, in
safe places, waiting in the hill-country in the waste land of Ziph. And Saul
was searching for him every day, but God did not give himup into his hands.
15AndDavidwas full of fear, in the knowledge that Saul had comeout to take
his life; and David was in the waste land of Ziph, in Horesh. 16 And Saul's
son Jonathan went to David in Horesh, and made his hands strong in God;
17And said to him, Have no fear, for Saul my father will not get you into his
power; andyouwill bekingof Israel, and Iwill bebyyour side, andmyfather
Saul is certain of this. 18And the two of themmade an agreement before the
Lord: and David went on living in Horesh, and Jonathan went back to his
house. 19 Then the Ziphites came up to Gibeah to see Saul, and said, Is not
David living secretly among us in the strong places in Horesh, in the hill of
Hachilah to the south of the waste land? 20 So now, O king, have your soul's
desire and come down, andwe, for our part, will give him up into the king's
hands. 21And Saul said, The Lord's blessing will be yours, for you have had
pity on me. 22Go now, and take more steps, and see where he is living: for
they say that he is expert in deceit. 23 So take care to get knowledge of all
the secret places where he is taking cover, and be certain to come back to
me, and I will go with you: andwithout doubt, if he is anywhere in the land,
I will get him, among all the families of Judah. 24 And they went back and
came to Ziph before Saul: but David and his men were in the waste land of
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Maon, in the dry land south of thewaste land. 25And Saul and hismenwent
in search of him. And David had word of it, so he came down to the rock
in the waste land of Maon. And Saul, hearing of this, went after David into
the waste land of Maon. 26 And Saul and his men went on one side of the
mountain, and David and his men went on the other: and David's purpose
was to get away as quickly as possible, for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men
weremaking a circle round David and his men in order to take them. 27But
aman came to Saul saying, Be quick and come; for the Philistines havemade
an attack on the land. 28 So turning back from going after David, Saul went
against thePhilistines: so thatplacewasnamedSela-hammah-lekoth. 29And
from there, David went up and took cover in the safe place of En-gedi.

24
1Nowwhen Saul came back from fighting the Philistines, newswas given

him that David was in the waste land of En-gedi. 2 Then Saul took three
thousandof thebestmenoutof all Israel, andwent in searchofDavidandhis
men on the rocks of themountain goats. 3And on theway he came to a place
where sheepwere kept,where therewas ahollow in the rock; and Saulwent
in for a private purpose. Now David and his men were in the deepest part
of the hollow. 4And David's men said to him, Now is the timewhen the Lord
says toyou, Iwill giveupyourhater intoyourhands todowithhimwhatever
seems good to you. ThenDavid, getting up, took the skirt of Saul's robe in his
hand, cutting off the end of it without his knowledge. 5And later, David was
full of regret for cutting off Saul's skirt. 6And David said to his men, Before
the Lord, never let it be said that my handwas lifted up against my lord, the
man of the Lord's selection, for the Lord's holy oil has been put on him. 7 So
with thesewordsDavid kept his servants back, anddid not let themmake an
attack on Saul. And Saul got up and went on his way. 8And after that David
came out of the hollow rock, and crying after Saul said, My lord the king.
Andwhen Saul gave a look back, Davidwent down on his face and gave him
honour. 9AndDavid said to Saul,Whydoyougive anyattention to thosewho
say that it is my desire to do you wrong? 10Look! you have seen today how
theLord gaveyouup intomyhands evennow in thehollowof the rocks: and
some would have had me put you to death, but I had pity on you: for I said,
Neverwill my hand be lifted up againstmy lord, who has beenmarkedwith
the holy oil. 11And see, my father, see the skirt of your robe in my hand: for
the fact that I took off the skirt of your robe and did not put you to death is
witness that I have no evil purpose, and I have done you no wrong, though
you are waiting for my life to take it. 12May the Lord be judge between me
and you, andmay the Lord give memy rights against you, but my hand will
never be lifted up against you. 13 There is an old saying, From the evil-doer
comes evil: but my hand will never be lifted up against you. 14After whom
has the king of Israel come out? for whom are you searching? for a dead
dog, an insect. 15 So let the Lord be judge, and give a decision between me
and you, and see and give support to my cause, and keep me from falling
into your hands. 16NowwhenDavid had said thesewords to Saul, Saul said,
Is this your voice, David, my son? And Saul was overcome with weeping.
17Andhe said toDavid, You are right and I amwrong: for youhave givenme
back good, but I have given you evil. 18And you havemade clear to me how
good you have been to me today: because, when the Lord gave me up into
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your hands, you did not put me to death. 19 If a man comes across his hater,
will he let him get away safe? somay you be rewarded by the Lord for what
you have done for me today. 20And now I am certain that you will be king,
and that the kingdom of Israel will be made strong under your authority.
21 So give me your oath by the Lord, that you will not put an end to my seed
aftermeor letmynamebe cut off frommy father's family. 22AndDavid gave
Saul his oath. And Saul went back to his house; but David and his menwent
up to their safe place.

25
1Anddeath came toSamuel; andall Israel came together,weeping forhim,

andput his body in its resting-place in his house at Ramah. ThenDavidwent
down to the waste land of Maon. 2 Now there was a man in Maon whose
business was in Carmel; he was a great man and had three thousand sheep
and a thousand goats: and he was cutting the wool of his sheep in Carmel.
3Now thismanwas namedNabal, and his wife's namewas Abigail: shewas
a woman of good sense and pleasing looks: but the man was cruel and evil
in hisways; hewas of the family of Caleb. 4AndDavid hadword in thewaste
land thatNabalwas cutting thewool ofhis sheep. 5AndDavid sent tenyoung
men, and said to them, Go up to Carmel and go to Nabal, and say kindwords
to him in my name; 6 And say this to my brother, May all be well for you:
peace be to you and your house and all you have. 7 I have hadword that you
have wool-cutters: now the keepers of your sheep have been with us, and
we have done them no evil, and taken nothing of theirs while they were in
Carmel. 8 If your young men are questioned they will say the same thing.
So now, let my young men have grace in your eyes, for we are come at a
good time; please give anything you may have by you to your servants and
to your son David. 9Andwhen David's youngmen came, they said all this to
Nabal, in David's name, and said nothing more. 10And Nabal gave them his
answer and said,Who is David? who is the son of Jesse? there are a number
of servants in these days running away from their masters. 11Am I to take
my bread and my wine and the meat I have got ready for my wool-cutters
and give it to men coming from I have no idea where? 12 So David's young
men, turning away, went back and gave him an account of everything he
had said. 13 And David said to his men, Put on your swords, every one of
you. And every man put on his sword; and David did the same; and about
four hundred men went up with David, and two hundred kept watch over
their goods. 14But one of the young men said to Nabal's wife Abigail, David
sent men from the waste land to say kind words to our master, and he gave
them a rough answer. 15But these men have been very good to us; they did
us no wrong and nothing of ours was touched while we were with them in
the fields: 16But day and night theywere like awall round uswhilewewere
with them, looking after the sheep. 17 So now, give thought to what you are
going to do; for evil is in store for our master and all his house: for he is
such a good-for-nothing person that it is not possible to say anything to him.
18 Then Abigail quickly took two hundred cakes of bread and two skins full
of wine and five sheep ready for cooking and fivemeasures of dry grain and
ahundredparcels of dry grapes and twohundred cakes of figs, andput them
on asses. 19And she said to her young men, Go on in front of me and I will
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come after you. But she said nothing to her husband Nabal. 20Now while
she was going down under cover of the mountain on her ass, David and
his men came down against her, and suddenly she came face to face with
them. 21 Now David had said, What was the use of my taking care of this
man's goods in the waste land, so that there was no loss of anything which
was his? he has only given me back evil for good. 22May God's punishment
be on David, if when morning comes there is so much as one male of his
people still living. 23 And when Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her
ass, falling down on her face before him. 24And falling at his feet she said,
May thewrong be onme,my lord, onme: let your servant say aword to you,
and give ear to the words of your servant. 25 Let my lord give no attention
to Nabal, that good-for-nothing: for as his name is, so is he, a man without
sense: but I, your servant, did not see the young men whom my lord sent.
26 So now, my lord, by the living God and by your living soul, seeing that the
Lord has kept you from the crime of blood and from taking into your hands
the punishment for yourwrongs, may all your haters, and thosewhowould
do evil to my lord, be like Nabal. 27And let this offering, which your servant
gives to my lord, be given to the young men who are with my lord. 28 And
may the sin of your servant have forgiveness: for the Lord will certainly
make your family strong, because my lord is fighting in the Lord's war; and
no evil will be seen in you all your days. 29And though a man has taken up
arms against you, putting your life in danger, still the soul of my lord will
be kept safe among the band of the living with the Lord your God; and the
souls of thosewhoare against youhewill sendviolently away fromhim, like
stones from a bag. 30Andwhen the Lord has done formy lord all those good
things which he has said he will do for you, and has made you a ruler over
Israel; 31Thenyouwill havenocause forgrief, andmy lord'sheartwill notbe
troubled because you have taken lifewithout cause and have yourself given
punishment for yourwrongs: andwhen the Lordhas been good to you, then
give a thought to your servant. 32And David said to Abigail, May the Lord,
the God of Israel, be praised, who sent you tome today: 33Ablessing on your
good sense and on you,whohave keptme today from the crime of blood and
from taking into my hands the punishment for my wrongs. 34 For truly, by
the living Lord, the God of Israel, who has kept me from doing you evil, if
you had not been so quick in coming to me and meeting me, by dawn there
would not have been in Nabal's house so much as one male living. 35 Then
David took from her hands her offering: and he said to her, Go back to your
house in peace; see, I have given ear to your voice, and taken your offering
with respect. 36And Abigail went back to Nabal; and he was feasting in his
house like a king; and Nabal's heart was full of joy, for he had taken much
wine; so she saidnothing tohim till dawncame. 37And in themorning,when
the effect of thewinewas gone, Nabal'swife gave himan account of all these
things, and all the heart went out of him, and he became like stone. 38And
about ten days after, the Lord sent disease on Nabal and death came to him.
39 And David, hearing that Nabal was dead, said, May the Lord be praised,
who has taken up my cause against Nabal for the shame which he put on
me, and has kept back his servant from evil, and has sent on Nabal's head
the rewardof his evil-doing. AndDavid sentword toAbigail, desiring to take
herashiswife. 40AndwhenDavid's servants came toCarmel, toAbigail, they
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said to her, David has sent us to you to take you to him as his wife. 41And she
got up, and going down on her face to the earth, said, See, I am ready to be
a servant-girl, washing the feet of the servants of my lord. 42 Then Abigail
got up quickly andwent on her ass, with five of her young women, after the
men whom David had sent; and she became David's wife. 43And David had
taken Ahinoam of Jezreel, to be his wife; these two were his wives. 44Now
Saul had given his daughter Michal, David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish of
Gallim.

26
1And the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, and said, Is not David waiting

secretly near us in the hill of Hachilah, before the waste land? 2 Then Saul
went down to the waste land of Ziph, taking with him three thousand of the
best men of Israel, to make search for David in the waste land of Ziph. 3And
Saul put up his tents on the hill of Hachilah, which is in front of the waste
land on the road. But Davidwas in thewaste land, and he saw that Saul was
comingafter him. 4And soDavid sent outwatchers, and gotword from them
that Saul was certainly coming. 5 And David got up and came to the place
where Saul's tents were: and David had a view of the place where Saul was
sleeping with Abner, the son of Ner, the captain of his army: and Saul was
sleeping inside the ring of carts, and the tents of the people were all round
him. 6 Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai, the son of
Zeruiah, brother of Joab, Who will go down with me to the tents of Saul?
And Abishai said, I will go down with you. 7 So David and Abishai came
down to the army by night: and Saul was sleeping inside the ring of carts
with his spear planted in the earth by his head: and Abner and the people
were sleeping round him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, God has given up
your hater into your hands today; now let me give him one blow through
to the earth with his spear, and there will be no need to give him a second.
9 And David said to Abishai Do not put him to death; for who, without sin,
mayput outhis handagainst themanonwhomtheLordhasput theholy oil?
10And David said, By the living Lord, the Lordwill send destruction on him;
thenatural day of his deathwill come, or hewill go into thefight and come to
his end. 11Neverwillmyhandbe stretchedout against themanmarkedwith
the holy oil; but take the spear which is by his head and the vessel of water,
and let us go. 12 So David took the spear and the vessel of water from Saul's
head; and they got away without any man seeing them, or being conscious
of their coming, or awaking; for they were all sleeping because a deep sleep
from the Lord had come on them. 13Then Davidwent over to the other side,
and took his place on the top of amountain somedistance away,with a great
space between them; 14And crying out to the people and to Abner, the son
of Ner, David said, Have you no answer to give, Abner? Then Abner said,
Who is that crying out to the king? 15And David said to Abner, Are you not
a man of war? is there any other like you in Israel? why then have you not
kept watch over your lord the king? for one of the people came in to put the
king your lord to death. 16What you have done is not good. By the living
Lord, death is the right fate for you, because you have not kept watch over
your lord, theman onwhom the Lord has put the holy oil. Now see, where is
the king's spear, and the vessel of water whichwas by his head? 17And Saul,
conscious that the voicewas David's, said, Is that your voice, David, my son?
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And David said, It is my voice, O my lord king. 18And he said, Why does my
lord go armed against his servant? what have I done? or what evil is there
in me? 19Let my lord the king give ear now to the words of his servant. If it
is the Lordwho ismoving you againstme, let him take an offering: but if it is
the children ofmen, may they be cursed before the Lord, for drivingme out
today and keepingme frommy place in the heritage of the Lord, saying, Go,
be the servant of other gods. 20 Then do not let my blood be drained out on
the earth away from the face of the Lord: for the king of Israel has come out
to takemy life, like one going after birds in themountains. 21Then Saul said,
I have done wrong: come back to me, David my son: I will do you no more
wrong, because my life was dear to you today truly, I have been foolish and
my error is very great. 22 Then David said, Here is the king's spear! let one
of the young men come over and get it. 23 And the Lord will give to every
man the reward of his righteousness and his faith: because the Lord gave
you into my hands today, and I would not put out my hand against the man
who has been marked with the holy oil. 24And so, as your life was dear to
me today, may my life be dear to the Lord, and may he make me free from
all my troubles. 25Then Saul said to David, May a blessing be on you, David,
my son; youwill do great things andwithout doubt youwill overcome. Then
David went on his way, and Saul went back to his place.

27
1AndDavid said tohimself, Somedaydeathwill come tomeby thehandof

Saul: the only thing forme to do is to get away into the landof the Philistines;
then Saul will give up hope of taking me in any part of the land of Israel:
and so I may be able to get away from him. 2 So David and the six hundred
men who were with him went over to Achish, the son of Maoch, king of
Gath. 3And David and his men were living with Achish at Gath; every man
had his family with him, and David had his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel,
and Abigail of Carmel, who had been the wife of Nabal. 4And Saul, hearing
that David had gone to Gath, went after him no longer. 5Then David said to
Achish, If now I have grace in your eyes, let me have a place in one of the
smaller towns of your land, to be my living-place; for it is not right for your
servant to be living with you in the king's town. 6 So Achish straight away
gave him Ziklag: and for that reason Ziklag has been the property of the
kings of Judah to this day. 7AndDavidwas living in the landof thePhilistines
for the space of a year and four months. 8And David and his men went up
andmade attacks on the Geshurites and the Girzites and the Amalekites; for
thesewere the people whowere living in the land from Telam on theway to
Shur, as far as Egypt. 9And David again and again made attacks on the land
till not a man or a woman was still living; and he took away the sheep and
the oxen and the asses and the camels and the clothing; and he came back to
Achish. 10And every time Achish said,Where have you been fighting today?
David said, Against the South of Judah and the South of the Jerahmeelites
and the South of the Kenites. 11Not one livingman orwomandidDavid ever
take back with him to Gath, fearing that theymight give an account of what
had taken place, and say, This iswhat David did, and so has he been doing all
the timewhile he has been living in the land of the Philistines. 12AndAchish
had belief in what David said, saying, He has made himself hated by all his
people Israel, and so he will be my servant for ever.
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28
1Now in those days the Philistines got their forces together to make war

on Israel. And Achish said to David, Certainly you and your men are to go
out with me to the fight. 2And David said to Achish, You will see now what
your servant will do. And Achish said to David, Then I will make you keeper
of my head for ever. 3Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel, after weeping
for him, had put his body in its last resting-place in Ramah, his town. And
Saul had put away from the land all those who had control of spirits and
who made use of secret arts. 4 And the Philistines came together and put
their forces in position in Shunem; and Saul got all Israel together and they
took up their positions in Gilboa. 5And when Saul saw the Philistine army
he was troubled, and his heart was moved with fear. 6And when Saul went
for directions to the Lord, the Lord gavehimnoanswer, by a dreamor by the
Urim or by the prophets. 7 Then Saul said to his servants, Get me a woman
who has control of a spirit so that I may go to her and get directions. And
his servants said to him, There is such a woman at En-dor. 8 So Saul, putting
on other clothing, so that he might not be seen to be the king, took two men
with him and went to the woman by night; and he said, Now, with the help
of the spirit which you have, make the person whose name I will give you
come up. 9 And the woman said to him, But you have knowledge of what
Saul has done, how he has put away out of the land those who have control
of spirits and the users of secret arts: why would you, by a trick, put me in
danger of death? 10 And Saul made an oath to her by the Lord, saying, By
the living Lord, no punishmentwill come to you for this. 11Then thewoman
said, Who am I to let you see? And he said, Make Samuel come up for me.
12And the woman saw that it was Saul, and she gave a loud cry, and said to
Saul, Why have you made use of deceit? for you are Saul. 13 And the king
said to her, Have no fear: what do you see? And the woman said to Saul,
I see a god coming up out of the earth. 14 And he said to her, What is his
form? And she said, It is an old man coming up covered with a robe. And
Saul saw that it was Samuel, and with his face bent down to the earth he
gave him honour. 15And Samuel said to Saul, Why have youmademe come
up, troublingmy rest? And Saul in answer said, I am in great danger; for the
Philistines aremakingwar onme, and God has gone away fromme andwill
no longer give me any answer, by the prophets or by dreams: so I have sent
for you tomake clear tomewhat I am to do. 16And Samuel said,Why do you
put your questions tome, seeing that God has gone away from you and is on
the side of himwho is against you? 17And the Lord himself has done what I
said: the Lord has taken the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your
neighbour David; 18Because you did not do what the Lord said, and did not
give effect to his burning wrath against Amalek. So the Lord has done this
thing to you today. 19And more than this, the Lord will give Israel up with
you into the hands of the Philistines: and tomorrow you and your sons will
be with me: and the Lord will give up the army of Israel into the hands of
the Philistines. 20Then Saulwent downflat on the earth, andwas full of fear
because of Samuel's words: and there was no strength in him, for he had
taken no food all that day or all that night. 21And the woman came to Saul
and saw that hewas in great trouble, and said to him, See now, your servant
has given ear to your words, and I have put my life in danger by doing what
you said. 22So now, give ear to the voice of your servant, and letme give you
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a little bread; and take some food to give you strength when you go on your
way. 23But he would not, saying, I have no desire for food. But his servants,
together with thewoman,made him take food, and he gaveway to them. So
he got up from the earth, and took his seat on the bed. 24 And the woman
had in the house a young cow, made fat for food; and she put it to death
straight away; and she took meal and got it mixed and made unleavened
bread; 25And she put it before Saul and his servants, and they had a meal.
Then they got up andwent away the same night.

29
1 Now the Philistines got all their army together at Aphek: and the

Israelites put their forces in position by the fountain in Jezreel. 2 And the
lords of the Philistines went on with their hundreds and their thousands,
and David and his men came after with Achish. 3 Then the rulers of the
Philistines said, What are these Hebrews doing here? And Achish said to
the rulers of the Philistines, Is this not David, the servant of Saul the king of
Israel, who has been with me for a year or two, and I have never seen any
wrong in him from the time when he came to me till now? 4 But the rulers
of the Philistines were angry with him, and said to him, Make the man go
back to the place you have given him; do not let him go down with us to
the fight, or he may be turned against us and be false to us: for how will
this man make peace with his lord? will it not be with the heads of these
men? 5 Is this not David, who was named in their songs, when in the dance
they said to one another, Saul has put to death thousands, and David tens
of thousands? 6 Then Achish sent for David and said to him, By the living
Lord, you are upright, and everything you have done with me in the army
has been pleasing to me: I have seen no evil in you from the day when you
came to me till now: but still, the lords are not pleased with you. 7 So now
go back, and go in peace, so that you do not make the lords of the Philistines
angry. 8AndDavid said toAchish, Butwhathave I done? whathaveyou seen
in your servantwhile I have beenwith you till this day, that Imay not go and
take up arms against those who are now making war on my lord the king?
9And Achish in answer said, It is true that in my eyes you are good, like an
angel of God: but still, the rulers of the Philistines have said, He is not to go
upwith us to the fight. 10So get up early in themorning, with the servants of
your lord who are with you, and go to the place I have given you, and have
no evil design in your heart, for you are good in my eyes; but when there is
light enough in the morning, go away. 11 So David and his men got up early
in the morning to go back to the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines
went up to Jezreel.

30
1 Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the

Amalekites had made an attack on the South and on Ziklag, and had
overcome Ziklag and put it on fire; 2And had made the women and all who
were there, small and great, prisoners: they had not put any of them to
death, but had taken them all away. 3 And when David and his men came
to the town, they saw that it had been burned down, and their wives and
their sons and daughters had been made prisoners. 4 Then David and the
peoplewhowerewithhimgave themselvesup toweeping till theywereable
to go onweeping no longer. 5AndDavid's twowives, Ahinoamof Jezreel and
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Abigail, the wife of Nabal of Carmel, had beenmade prisoners. 6And David
was greatly troubled; for the people were talking of stoning him, because
theirheartswerebitter, everymansorrowing forhis sonsandhisdaughters:
but David made himself strong in the Lord his God. 7 And David said to
Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, Come here to me with the ephod.
And Abiathar took the ephod to David. 8 Then David, questioning the Lord,
said, Am I to go after this band? will I be able to overtake them? And in
answer he said, Go after them, for youwill certainly overtake them, and get
back everything. 9 So David went, and his six hundred men went with him,
and they came to the stream Besor. 10And David, with four hundred men,
went on: but two hundred of themwere overcome with weariness, and not
able to go across the stream. 11And in the fields they saw an Egyptianwhom
they took to David, and they gave him bread, and he had a meal, and they
gavehimwater fordrink; 12And theygavehimpartof a cakeoffigsandsome
dry grapes; and after the food, his spirit came back to him, for he had had
no food or drink for three days and nights. 13And David said to him,Whose
manareyouandwheredoyoucome from? Andhe said, I amayoungmanof
Egypt, servant to anAmalekite; andmymasterwent onwithoutme because
three days back I became ill. 14Wemade an attack on the south part of the
countryof theCherethites, andon the landwhich is Judah's, andon the south
ofCaleb; andweputZiklagonfire. 15AndDavid said tohim,Will you takeme
down to thisband? Andhe said, If yougivemeyouroath that youwill notput
me to death or giveme up tomymaster, I will take you to them. 16Andwhen
hehad takenhimdown, they saw themall, seated about on all sides, feasting
and drinking among all the mass of goods which they had taken from the
land of the Philistines and the land of Judah. 17And David went on fighting
them from evening till the evening of the day after; and not one of them got
awaybut only fourhundredyoungmenwhowent inflight on camels. 18And
David got back everything theAmalekites had taken; andhe got backhis two
wives. 19There was no loss of anything, small or great, sons or daughters or
goods or anything which they had taken away: David got it all back. 20And
they took all the flocks and herds, and driving them in front of him, said,
These are David's. 21AndDavid came to the two hundredmen, who because
of weariness had not gone with him, but were waiting at the stream Besor:
and they went out, meeting David and the people who were with him; and
when they came near them, they said, How are you? 22 Then the bad and
good-for-nothingmen among thosewhowentwithDavid said, Because they
did not gowith us, wewill give themnothing of the goodswhichwehave got
back, but only to everyman his wife and children, so that hemay take them
andgo. 23ThenDavid said, Youarenot to do this,mybrothers, afterwhat the
Lord has given us, who has kept us safe and given up the band which came
against us into our hands. 24Who is going to give any attention to you in this
question? for an equal part will be given to himwhowent to the fight and to
him who was waiting by the goods: they are all to have the same. 25And so
hemade it a rule and an order for Israel from that day till now. 26Andwhen
David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the goods to the responsible men of
Judah, and to his friends, saying, Here is an offering for you from the goods
of those whowere fighting against the Lord; 27He sent to those whowere in
Beth-el, and in Ramah of the South, and in Jattir; 28And to those inArara and
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Eshtemoa 29 and Carmel and in the towns of the Jerahmeelites, and in the
towns of the Kenites; 30And to those whowere in Hormah and in Bor-ashan
and in Athach; 31And in Hebron, and to all the places where David and his
men had been living.

31
1Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel: and the men of Israel

went in flight before the Philistines, falling downwounded inMount Gilboa.
2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and they put to death
Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the fight
was going badly for Saul, and the archers came across him, and he was
wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to the servant who had the care
of his arms, Take out your sword and put it through me, before these men
without circumcision come and make sport of me. But his servant, full of
fear, would not do so. Then Saul took out his sword, and falling on it, put
an end to himself. 5 And when his servant saw that Saul was dead, he did
the same, and was united with him in death. 6 So death overtook Saul and
his three sons and his servant on the same day. 7 And when the men of
Israel across the valley and on the other side of Jordan saw that the army
of Israel was in flight and that Saul and his sonswere dead, they came out of
their towns and went in flight; and the Philistines came and took them for
themselves. 8Now on the day after, when the Philistines came to take their
goods from the dead, they saw Saul and his three sons dead on the earth in
MountGilboa. 9And cutting offhis head and taking awayhiswar-dress, they
sent word into the land of the Philistines round about, to take the news to
their godsand to thepeople. 10Hiswar-dress theyput in thehouseofAstarte;
and his body was fixed on the wall of Beth-shan. 11And when the people of
Jabesh-gilead had news of what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 All the
fightingmen got up and, travelling all night, took Saul's body and the bodies
ofhis sons fromthewall ofBeth-shan; and theycame to Jabeshandhad them
burned there. 13And their bones they put in the earthunder a tree in Jabesh;
and for seven days they took no food.
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The Second Book of Samuel
1 Now after the death of Saul, when David, having come back from the

destruction of theAmalekites, had been in Ziklag for two days; 2On the third
dayamancame fromSaul's tents,withhis clothing out of order andearth on
his head: and when he came to David, he went down on the earth and gave
him honour. 3And David said to him, Where have you come from? And he
said, I have come in flight from the tents of Israel. 4And David said to him,
How did things go? Give me the news. And in answer he said, The people
have gone in flight from the fight, and a great number of themare dead; and
Saul and his son Jonathan are dead. 5And David said to the youngmanwho
gave him the news, Why are you certain that Saul and his son Jonathan are
dead? 6Andtheyoungmansaid, I camebychance toMountGilboa, and I saw
Saul supporting himself on his spear; and the war-carriages and horsemen
overtook him. 7 And looking back, he saw me and gave a cry to me. And
answering him I said, Here am I. 8And he said to me, Who are you? And I
said, I am an Amalekite. 9Then he said tome, Come here tomy side, and put
me to death, for the pain of death has me in its grip but my life is still strong
in me. 10 So I put my foot on him and gave him his death-blow, because I
was certain that hewould not go on living after his fall: and I took the crown
fromhis head and the band fromhis arm, and I have themhere formy lord.
11Then David gaveway to bitter grief, and so did all themenwhowerewith
him: 12And till evening they gave themselves to sorrow and weeping, and
took no food, weeping for Saul and for Jonathan, his son, and for the people
of the Lord and for the men of Israel; because they had come to their end
by the sword. 13 And David said to the young man who had given him the
news, Where do you come from? And he said, I am the son of a man from a
strange land; I am an Amalekite. 14And David said to him, Had you no fear
of stretching out your hand to put to death the onemarkedwith the holy oil?
15AndDavid sent for one of his youngmen and said, Go near and put an end
tohim. Andheput him todeath. 16AndDavid said tohim,Mayyourbloodbe
on your head; for your mouth has given witness against you, saying, I have
put to death themanmarkedwith the holy oil. 17ThenDavidmade this song
of grief for Saul and Jonathan, his son: 18 (It is recorded in the book of Jashar
for teaching to the sonsof Judah) andhe said: 19Theglory, O Israel, is deadon
your high places! How have the great ones beenmade low! 20Give no news
of it in Gath, let it not be said in the streets of Ashkelon; or the daughters of
the Philistines will be glad, the daughters of men without circumcision will
be uplifted in joy. 21O mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain on
you, you fields of death: for there the arms of the strong have been shamed,
the arms of Saul, as if he had not been marked with the holy oil. 22 From
the blood of the dead, from the fat of the strong, the bow of Jonathan was
not turned back, the sword of Saul did not come back unused. 23 Saul and
Jonathanwere lovedandpleasing; in their lives and in their death theywere
not parted; they went more quickly than eagles, they were stronger than
lions. 24 O daughters of Israel, have sorrow for Saul, by whom you were
delicately clothed in robes of red, with ornaments of gold on your dresses.
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25How have the great ones beenmade low in the fight! Jonathan is dead on
yourhighplaces. 26 I am full of grief for you,mybrother Jonathan: very dear
have you been to me: your love for me was a wonder, greater than the love
of women. 27How have the great ones been made low, and the arms of war
broken!

2
1Now after this, David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to go up into any

of the towns of Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go up. And David said,
Where am I to go? And he said, To Hebron. 2 So David went there, taking
with himhis twowives, Ahinoamof Jezreel, andAbigail, thewife ofNabal of
Carmel. 3And David took all his men with him, every man with his family:
and they were living in the towns round Hebron. 4 And the men of Judah
came there, andwith the holy oil made David king over the people of Judah.
Andword came to David that it was themen of Jabesh-gileadwho put Saul's
body in its last resting-place. 5 And David sent to the men of Jabesh-gilead
and said to them,May the Lord give youhis blessing, because youhave done
this kind act to Saul your lord, and have put his body to rest! 6May the Lord
be good and true to you: and Imyselfwill see that your kind act is rewarded,
because you have done this thing. 7Then let your hands be strong, and have
no fear: though Saul your lord is dead, the people of Judah have made me
their king. 8 Now Abner, the son of Ner, captain of Saul's army, had taken
Saul's son Ish-bosheth over to Mahanaim, 9Andmade him king over Gilead
and the Asherites and over Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin, that is, over
all Israel. 10 (Saul's son Ish-boshethwas forty years oldwhenhebecameking
over Israel, and he was ruler for two years.) But Judah was on the side of
David. 11And the time when David was king in Hebron over the people of
Judah was seven years and six months. 12 And Abner, the son of Ner, with
the servants of Saul's son Ish-bosheth, went out fromMahanaim to Gibeon.
13 And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out and
came face to face with them by the pool of Gibeon; and they took up their
position, facing one another on opposite sides of the pool. 14And Abner said
to Joab, Let the young men give a test of their strength before us. And Joab
said, Let them do so. 15 So they got up and went over by number: twelve for
Benjamin and Ish-bosheth and twelve of the servants of David. 16And every
one got the other by the head, driving his sword into the other's side, so they
all went down together: and that place was named the Field of Sides, and it
is inGibeon. 17And therewashardfighting that day; andAbner and themen
of Israel gave way before the servants of David. 18There were three sons of
Zeruiah there, Joab andAbishai andAsahel: andAsahelwas as quick-footed
as a roe of the fields. 19Asahel went running after Abner, not turning to the
right or to the left. 20ThenAbner, lookingback, said, Is it you, Asahel? Andhe
said, It is I. 21And Abner said, Then go to the right or to the left and put your
hands on one of the fighting-men and take his arms. But Asahel would not
be turned away from going after Abner. 22Then again Abner said to Asahel,
Go to one side, do not keep on coming after me: why will you make me put
an end to you? for then Iwill be shamedbefore your brother Joab. 23But still
he did not go to one side: soAbner gave himaback blow in the stomachwith
his spear, so that the spear came out at his back; and he went down on the
earth, wounded to death: and all those who came to the place where Asahel
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went down dead, came to a stop. 24But Joab and Abishai went after Abner:
and the sunwent downwhen they came to thehill of Ammah,which is to the
east of the road through thewaste land of Geba. 25And themen of Benjamin
came together after Abner in one band, and took their places on the top of
a hill. 26 Then crying out to Joab, Abner said, Are fighting and destruction
to go on for ever? do you not see that the end will only be bitter? how long
will it be before you send the people back andmake them give up attacking
their countrymen? 27And Joab said, By the living God, if you had not given
theword, the peoplewould have gone on attacking their countrymen till the
morning. 28 So Joab had a horn sounded, and all the people came to a stop,
and gave up going after Israel and fighting them. 29And all that night Abner
and his men went through the Arabah; they went over Jordan and through
all Bithron and came to Mahanaim. 30 And Joab came back from fighting
Abner: and when he had got all his men together, it was seen that nineteen
of David's men, in addition to Asahel, were not with them. 31 But David's
men had put to death three hundred and sixty of the men of Benjamin and
of Abner's men 32And they took Asahel's body and put it in the last resting-
place of his father in Beth-lehem. And Joab and hismen, travelling all night,
came to Hebron at dawn.

3
1 Now there was a long war between Saul's people and David's people;

and David became stronger and stronger, but those on Saul's side became
more and more feeble. 2While David was in Hebron he became the father
of sons: the oldest was Amnon, son of Ahinoam of Jezreel; 3And the second,
Chileab, whosemotherwas Abigail, thewife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the
third, Absalom, sonofMaacah, the daughter of Talmai, king ofGeshur; 4And
the fourth, Adonijah, the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah, the son
of Abital; 5 And the sixth, Ithream, whose mother was David's wife Eglah.
Thesewere the sons ofDavid,whosebirth tookplace inHebron. 6Nowwhile
therewaswar between Saul's people andDavid's people, Abnerwasmaking
himself strong among the supporters of Saul. 7 Now Saul had among his
wives awomannamedRizpah, thedaughter ofAiah: and Ish-bosheth said to
Abner, Why have you taken my father's wife? 8And Abner was very angry
at the words of Ish-bosheth, and he said, Am I a dog's head of Judah? I am
this day doing all in my power for the cause of your father Saul and for his
brothers and his friends, and have not given you up into the hands of David,
andnowyou say I have donewrongwith awoman. 9MayGod's punishment
be on Abner, if I do not for David as the Lord in his oath has said, 10And if I
do not take away the kingdom from the family of Saul andmakeDavid ruler
over Israel and Judah from Dan as far as Beer-sheba! 11 And so great was
Ish-bosheth's fear of Abner that he was not able to say a word in answer.
12AndAbner sentmen to David at Hebron, saying, Make an agreementwith
me, and I will give you my support in getting all Israel on your side. 13And
he said, It is well; I will make an agreement with you, but on one condition,
which is, that when you come before me, Saul's daughter Michal is to come
with you; till she comes you will not see my face. 14 And David sent men
to Saul's son Ish-bosheth, saying, Give me back Michal, my wife, whom I
made mine for the price of the private parts of a hundred Philistines. 15 So
Ish-bosheth sent and took her from her husband Paltiel, the son of Laish.
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16Andherhusbandwentwithheras far asBahurim,weepingwhilehewent.
Then Abner said to him, Go back. And he went back. 17 Then Abner had
a talk with the chief men of Israel, saying, In the past it was your desire to
make David your king: so now, do it: 18 For the Lord has said of David, By
the hand of my servant David I will make my people Israel safe from the
Philistines, and from all who are against them. 19And Abner said the same
things to Benjamin: and he went to David in Hebron to make clear to him
what seemed good to Israel and to all the people of Benjamin. 20 So Abner,
with twenty men, came to Hebron, to David. And David made a feast for
Abner and the men who were with him. 21 And Abner said to David, Now
I will go, and make all Israel come to my lord the king, so that they may
make an agreement with you, and your kingdom may be as wide as your
heart's desire. Then David sent Abner away and he went in peace. 22Now
the servants of David and Joab had been out attacking a band of armedmen,
and they came backwith a great store of goods taken in the fight: but Abner
was no longer in Hebron with David, for he had sent him away and he had
gone in peace. 23When Joab and his men came, news was given them that
Abner, the sonofNer, had come to the king,whohad let himgoawayagain in
peace. 24Then Joab came to the king, and said, What have you done? when
Abner came to you why did you send him away and let him go? 25 Is it not
clear to you that Abner, the son of Ner, came with deceit to get knowledge
of your going out and your coming in and of all you are doing? 26Andwhen
Joab had come out from David, he sent men after Abner, and they overtook
him at the water-spring of Sirah, and made him come back with them: but
David had no knowledge of it. 27Andwhen Abner was back in Hebron, Joab
took him on one side by the doorway of the town to have a word with him
quietly, and there he gave him awound in the stomach, causing his death in
payment for the death of his brother Asahel. 28And when David had word
of it he said, May I andmy kingdom be clear for ever in the eyes of the Lord
from the blood of Abner, the son of Ner: 29May it come on the head of Joab
and all his father's family: among the men of Joab's family may there ever
be some who are diseased or lepers, or who do the work of women, or are
put to the sword, or are wasted from need of food! 30 So Joab and Abishai
his brother put Abner to death, because he had put to death their brother
Asahel in the fight at Gibeon. 31 And David said to Joab and all the people
who were with him, Go in grief and put haircloth about you, in sorrow for
Abner. And King David went after the dead body. 32 And they put Abner's
body to rest in Hebron; and the king and all the peoplewereweeping loudly
by the resting-place of Abner's body. 33 And the king made a song of grief
for Abner and said, Was the death of Abner to be like the death of a foolish
man? 34Your handswere free, your feetwere not chained: like the downfall
of a man before evil men, so was your fall. And the weeping of the people
over him went on again. 35And the people came to make David take food,
while it was still day, but David with an oath said, May God's punishment
be on me if I take a taste of bread or any other thing till the sun has gone
down! 36And all the people took note of it andwere pleased: like everything
the king did, it was pleasing to the people. 37 So it was clear to Israel and to
all the people on that day that the king was not responsible for the death of
Abner, the son of Ner. 38 And the king said to his servants, Do you not see
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that a chief and a great man has come to his end today in Israel? 39While I,
though I am crowned king, have little strength, and these men, the sons of
Zeruiah, are out ofmy control: may the Lord give to the evil-doer the reward
of his evil-doing!

4
1 And when Saul's son Ish-bosheth had news that Abner was dead in

Hebron, his hands became feeble, and all the Israeliteswere troubled. 2And
Saul's son had two men, captains of bands, one named Baanah and the
other Rechab, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the tribe of Benjamin; (for
Beeroth was at one time taken to be part of Benjamin: 3 But the people of
Beeroth had gone in flight to Gittaim, where they have been living to this
day.) 4Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son whose feet were damaged. He
was five years old when news of the death of Saul and Jonathan came from
Jezreel, and thewomanwho took care of him tookhimupandwent inflight:
andwhile shewas getting him away as quickly as shewas able, he had a fall
and his feetwere damaged. His namewasMephibosheth. 5AndRechab and
Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, went out and came to the house
of Ish-bosheth in the heat of the day, when he was resting in the middle of
the day. Now the woman who kept the door was cleaning grain, and sleep
overcame her. 6 And Rechab and his brother Baanah got in without being
seen. 7Andwhen they came into thehouse, Ish-boshethwas stretchedonhis
bed in his bedroom; and they made an attack on him and put him to death,
and, cuttingoffhishead, they took itwith themandwentby theroad through
the Arabah all night. 8 And they took the head of Ish-bosheth to David in
Hebron, and said to the king, Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul
your hater, whowould have taken your life; the Lord has taken payment for
the wrongs of my lord the king from Saul and his seed today. 9 And David
made answer to Rechab and his brother Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, and said to them, By the living Lord, who has kept me safe from
all my trouble, 10When one came tomewith the news of Saul's death, in the
belief that it would be good news, I took him and put him to death in Ziklag,
which was the reward I gave him for his news: 11How much more, when
evil men have put an upright person to death, in his house, sleeping on his
bed, will I take payment from you for his blood, and have you cut off from
the earth? 12And David gave orders to his young men and they put them to
death, cutting off their hands and their feet and hanging themup by the side
of the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and put it in its
last resting-place with Abner's body in Hebron.

5
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said, Truly,

we are your bone and your flesh. 2 In the past when Saul was king over
us, it was you who went at the head of Israel when they went out or came
in: and the Lord said to you, You are to be the keeper of my people Israel
and their ruler. 3 So all the responsible men of Israel came to the king at
Hebron; and King David made an agreement with them in Hebron before
the Lord: and they put the holy oil on David andmade him king over Israel.
4Davidwas thirty years oldwhen he became king, and hewas king for forty
years, 5 Ruling over Judah in Hebron for seven years and six months, and
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in Jerusalem, over all Israel and Judah, for thirty-three years. 6 And the
king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the people of the
land: and they said to David, You will not come in here, but the blind and
the feeble-footed will keep you out; for they said, David will not be able to
come in here. 7But David took the strong place of Zion, which is the town of
David. 8And that dayDavid said,Whoevermakes an attack on the Jebusites,
let him go up by the water-pipe, and put to death all the blind and feeble-
footed who are hated by David. And this is why they say, The blind and
feeble-footedmay not come into the house. 9So David took the strong tower
for his living-place, naming it the town of David. AndDavid took in hand the
building of the town all round, starting from theMillo. 10AndDavid became
greater and greater; for the Lord, the God of armies, was with him. 11And
Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David, with cedar-trees and woodworkers
and stoneworkers: and they made David a house. 12 And David saw that
the Lord had made his position safe as king over Israel, and that he had
madehis kingdomgreatbecauseofhis people Israel. 13AndDavid tookmore
womenandwives in Jerusalem, after hehad come fromHebron: andhehad
more sons and daughters. 14These are the names of those whose birth took
place in Jerusalem: Shammua and Shobab and Nathan and Solomon 15And
Ibhar and Elishua and Nepheg and Japhia 16And Elishama and Eliada and
Eliphelet. 17And when the Philistines had news that David had been made
king over Israel, they all went up in search of David; and David, hearing of
it, went down to the strong place. 18 And when the Philistines came, they
went in every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 19 And David, desiring
directions from the Lord, said, Am I to go up against the Philistines? will you
give them up into my hands? And the Lord said, Go up, for I will certainly
give up the Philistines into your hands. 20And David went to Baal-perazim,
and overcame them there; and he said, The Lord has let the forces fighting
against me be broken before me as a wall is broken by rushing waters. So
that place was named Baal-perazim. 21And the Philistines, when they went
in flight, did not take their images with them, and David and his men took
themaway. 22And thePhilistines cameupagain, andwent ineverydirection
in the valley of Rephaim. 23AndwhenDavidwent for directions to the Lord,
he said, You are not to go up against them in front; but make a circle round
them from the back and come on them opposite the spice-trees. 24 Then at
the sound of footsteps in the tops of the trees, go forward quickly, for the
Lord has gone out before you to overcome the armyof the Philistines. 25And
David did as the Lord had said; and he overcame the Philistines, attacking
them from Gibeon to near Gezer.

6
1 And David got together all the fighting-men of Israel to the number of

thirty thousand; 2AndDavid, and all the peoplewhowerewith him,went to
Baal of Judah to get the ark of God, over which the holy name is named, the
name of the Lord of armies, whose place is between the winged ones. 3And
theyput the arkofGodonanewcart and took it out of thehouseofAbinadab
which was on the hill: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were the
drivers of the cart. 4 And Uzzah went by the side of the ark, while Ahio
went before it. 5 And David and all the men of Israel made melody before



2 Samuel 6:6 327 2 Samuel 7:6

the Lord with all their power, with songs and with corded instruments and
instruments of brass. 6 And when they came to Nacon's grain-floor, Uzzah
put his hand on the ark of God to keep it safe in its place, for the oxen were
out of control. 7 And the wrath of the Lord, burning against Uzzah, sent
destruction on him because he had put his hand on the ark, and death came
to him there by the ark of God. 8And David was angry because of the Lord's
outburst of wrath against Uzzah: and he gave that place the name Perez-
uzzah, which is its name to this day. 9And such was David's fear of the Lord
that day, that he said, Howmay I let the ark of God come to me? 10 So David
didnot let the ark of the Lord comeback to him to the townofDavid: but had
it turned away and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the
ark of the Lord was in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three months:
and the Lord sent a blessing on Obed-edom and all his family. 12 And they
said to King David, The blessing of the Lord is on the family of Obed-edom
and on all he has, because of the ark of God. And David went and took the
ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the town of David with joy.
13And when those who were lifting the ark of the Lord had gone six steps,
he made an offering of an ox and a fat young beast. 14And David, clothed in
a linen ephod, was dancing before the Lordwith all his strength. 15So David
and all the men of Israel took up the ark of the Lord with cries of joy and
sounding of horns. 16And when the ark of the Lord came into the town of
David, Michal, Saul's daughter, looking out of the window, saw King David
dancing and jumping before the Lord; and to her mind he seemed foolish.
17And they took in the ark of the Lord, and put it in its place inside the tent
which David had put up for it: and Davidmade burned offerings and peace-
offerings to the Lord. 18And after David hadmade the burned offerings and
the peace-offerings, he gave the people a blessing in the name of the Lord
of armies. 19 And he gave to every man and woman among all the people,
among all themasses of Israel, a cake of bread and ameasure of wine and a
cake of dry grapes. Then all the people went away, every man to his house.
20Then David came back to give a blessing to his family. And Michal, Saul's
daughter, came out to him and said, How full of glory was the king of Israel
today, who let himself be seen uncovered by his servant-girls like a foolish
person uncovering himself without shame! 21 And David said to Michal, I
was dancing before the Lord, who put me over your father and all his sons,
to make me a ruler over the people of the Lord, over his people Israel: and
I will go on playing before the Lord; 22 And I will do even worse than this,
and make myself even lower in your eyes: but the servant-girls of whom
you were talking will give me honour. 23 And Michal, Saul's daughter, had
no child till the day of her death.

7
1Nowwhen the king was living in his house, and the Lord had given him

rest fromwaronevery side; 2Theking said toNathan theprophet, Seenow, I
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God is housed inside the curtains
of a tent. 3AndNathan said to the king, Go and dowhatever is in your heart;
for the Lord is with you. 4 Now that night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan, saying, 5 Go and say to my servant David, The Lord says, Are you
to be the builder of a house, a living-place forme? 6For from the daywhen I
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took the children of Israel up out of Egypt till this day, I have had no house,
but have gone from place to place in a tent. 7 In all the places where I went
with all the children of Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges of Israel,
to whom I gave the care of my people Israel, Why have you not made me
a house of cedar? 8 Then say these words to my servant David, The Lord
of armies says, I took you from the fields, from keeping the sheep, so that
you might be a ruler over my people, over my people Israel: 9 And I have
beenwith youwherever youwent, cutting offbefore you all thosewhowere
against you; and I will make your name great, like the name of the greatest
ones of the earth. 10 And I will make a resting-place for my people Israel,
planting them there, so that they may be living in the place which is theirs,
andneveragainbemoved; andneveragainwill theybe troubledbyevilmen
as they were at the first, 11From the time when I put judges over my people
Israel; and I will give you peace from all who are against you. And the Lord
says to you that he will make you the head of a line of kings. 12 And when
the time comes for you to go to restwith your fathers, I will put in your place
your seed after you, the offspring of your body, and I will make his kingdom
strong. 13Hewill be the builder of a house formy name, and I will make the
seat of his authority certain for ever. 14 I will be to him a father and he will
be to me a son: if he does wrong, I will give him punishment with the rod
of men and with the blows of the children of men; 15But my mercy will not
be taken away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. 16And
your family and your kingdomwill keep their place before me for ever: the
seat of your authority will never be overturned. 17So Nathan gave David an
account of all these words and this vision. 18 Then David the king went in
and took his seat before the Lord, and said,Who am I, O Lord God, andwhat
is my family, that you have been my guide till now? 19And this was only a
small thing to you, O Lord God; but your words have even been about the
far-off future of your servant's family, O Lord God! 20WhatmoremayDavid
say to you? for you have knowledge of your servant, O Lord God. 21Because
of your word and from your heart, you have done all this great work, and
let your servant see it. 22 Truly you are great, O Lord God: there is no one
like you and no other God but you, as is clear from everything which has
come to our ears. 23 And what other nation in the earth, like your people
Israel, did a god go out to take for himself, to be his people, and to make a
name for himself, and to do great and strange things for them, driving out a
nation and its gods frombefore his people? 24But you took andmade strong
for yourself your people Israel, to be your people for ever; and you, Lord,
became their God. 25And now, O Lord God, may the word which you have
said about your servant and about his family, be made certain for ever, and
may you do as you have said! 26And let your name be made great for ever,
and let men say, The Lord of armies is God over Israel: and let the family of
David your servant bemade strong before you! 27For you, O Lord of armies,
the God of Israel, have clearly said to your servant, I will make you the head
of a family of kings: and so it has come into your servant's heart tomake this
prayer to you. 28And now, O Lord God, you are God and yourwords are true
and you have said you will give your servant this good thing; 29 Somay it be
your pleasure to give your blessing to the family of your servant, so that it
may go on for ever before you: (for you, O Lord God, have said it,) and may
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your blessing be on your servant's family line for ever!

8
1And it came about after this that Davidmade an attack on the Philistines

and overcame them; and David took the authority of themother-town from
the hands of the Philistines. 2 And he overcame the Moabites, and he had
them measured with a line when they were stretched out on the earth;
marking out two lines for death and one full line for life. So the Moabites
became servants to David and gave him offerings. 3 And David overcame
Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, when he went to make his
power seen by the River. 4 And David took from him one thousand, seven
hundred horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and David had the leg-
muscles of the horses cut, only keeping enough of them for a hundred war-
carriages. 5 And when the Aramaeans of Damascus came to the help of
Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David put to the sword twenty-two thousand of
the Aramaeans. 6 And David put armed forces in Aram of Damascus: and
the Aramaeans became servants to David and gave him offerings. And the
Lord made David overcome wherever he went. 7And David took their gold
body-covers from the servants of Hadadezer and took them to Jerusalem.
8And fromTebah andBerothai, towns ofHadadezer, KingDavid took a great
store of brass. 9 And when Tou, king of Hamath, had news that David had
overcome all the army of Hadadezer, 10He sent his son Hadoram to David,
with words of peace and blessing, because he had overcome Hadadezer in
the fight, for Hadadezer had wars with Tou; and Hadoram took with him
vessels of silver and gold and brass: 11 These King David made holy to the
Lord, togetherwith the silver and goldwhich he had taken from the nations
he had overcome — 12 The nations of Edom and Moab, and the children of
Ammon and the Philistines and the Amalekites and the goods he had taken
from Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 13 And David got great
honour for himself, when he came back, by the destruction of Edom in the
valley of Salt, to the number of eighteen thousandmen. 14Andhe put armed
forces in Edom; all through Edomhe had armed forces stationed, and all the
Edomites became servants to David. And the Lord made David overcome
wherever hewent. 15And David was king over all Israel, judging and giving
right decisions for all his people. 16And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief
of the army; and Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records;
17 And Zadok and Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, were
priests; and Seraiahwas the scribe; 18And Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was
over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David's sons were priests.

9
1And David said, Is there still anyone of Saul's family living, so that I may

be a friend to him, because of Jonathan? 2Now there was of Saul's people a
servant named Ziba, and they sent him to David; and the king said to him,
Are you Ziba? And he said, I am. 3 And the king said, Is there anyone of
Saul's family still living, to whom I may be a friend in God's name? And
Ziba said, There is a son of Jonathan, whose feet are damaged. 4 And the
king said to him, Where is he? And Ziba said to the king, He is in the house
of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 5 Then King David sent, and had
himtaken fromLo-debar, fromthehouseofMachir, the sonofAmmiel. 6And
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Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, came to David, and falling down on his
face, gave him honour. And David said, Mephibosheth. And answering he
said, Your servant is here. 7And David said to him, Have no fear: for truly
I will be good to you, because of your father Jonathan, and I will give back
to you all the land which was Saul's; and you will have a place at my table
at all times. 8And he went down on his face before the king, and said, What
is your servant, for you to take note of a dead dog such as I am? 9 Then the
king sent for Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, All the property of Saul
and of his family I have given to your master's son. 10 And you and your
sons and your servants are to take care of the land for him, and get in the
fruit of it, so that yourmaster's sonmay have food: but Mephibosheth, your
master's son, will have a place at my table at all times. Now Ziba had fifteen
sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, Every order which
you have given to your servant will be done. As for Mephibosheth, he had a
place at David's table, like one of the king's sons. 12AndMephibosheth had a
young son named Mica. And all the people living in the house of Ziba were
servants toMephibosheth. 13SoMephibosheth went on living in Jerusalem;
for he took all hismeals at the king's table; and he had not the use of his feet.

10
1 Now after this, death came to the king of the children of Ammon, and

Hanun, his son, became king in his place. 2And David said, I will be a friend
to Hanun, the son of Nahash, as his father was a friend to me. So David sent
his servants, to give him words of comfort on account of his father. And
David's servants came into the land of the children of Ammon. 3 But the
chiefs of the children of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, Does it seem to
you that David is honouring your father by sending comforters to you? has
he not sent his servants to go through the town andmake secret observation
of it, andovercome it? 4SoHanun tookDavid's servants, andafter cutting off
half the hair on their chins, and cutting off the skirts of their robes up to the
middle, he sent them away. 5When David had news of it, he sent men out
with the purpose of meeting them on their way, for the men were greatly
shamed: and the king said, Go to Jericho till your hair is long again, and then
come back. 6 And when the children of Ammon saw that they had made
themselves hated by David, they sent to the Aramaeans of Beth-rehob and
Zobah, and got for payment twenty thousand footmen, and they got from
the king of Maacah a thousand men, and from Tob twelve thousand. 7And
hearing of this, David sent Joab and all the army and the best fighting-men.
8 And the children of Ammon came out and put their forces in position at
the way into the town: and the Aramaeans of Zobah and of Rehob, with
the men of Tob and Maacah, were by themselves in the field. 9Now when
Joab saw that their forces were in position against him in front and at his
back, he took the best of the men of Israel and put them in line against
the Aramaeans; 10And the rest of the people he put in position against the
children of Ammon, with Abishai, his brother, at their head. 11And he said,
If the Aramaeans are stronger and get the better ofme, then you are to come
tomy help; but if the children of Ammon get the better of you, I will come to
yourhelp. 12Takeheart, and let usbe strong for ourpeople and for the towns
of our God, and may the Lord do what seems good to him. 13Then Joab and
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the people with him went forward to the fight against the Aramaeans, and
they went in flight before him. 14Andwhen the children of Ammon saw the
flight of the Aramaeans, they themselves went in flight from Abishai, and
came into the town. So Joabwent back fromfighting the children of Ammon
and came to Jerusalem. 15 And when the Aramaeans saw that Israel had
overcome them, they got themselves together. 16 And Hadadezer sent for
the Aramaeans who were on the other side of the River: and they came to
Helam,with Shobach, the captain of Hadadezer's army, at their head. 17And
word of thiswas given to David: and he got all Israel together andwent over
Jordan and came to Helam. And the Aramaeans put their forces in position
against David, and made an attack on him. 18 And the Aramaeans went in
flight before Israel; and David put to the sword the men of seven hundred
Aramaean war-carriages and forty thousand footmen, and Shobach, the
captain of the army,waswounded, and came tohis death there. 19Andwhen
all the kings whowere servants of Hadadezer saw that theywere overcome
by Israel, they made peace with Israel and became their servants. So the
Aramaeans, in fear, gave nomore help to the children of Ammon.

11
1Now in the spring, at the time when kings go out to war, David sent Joab

and his servants and all Israel with him; and they made waste the land of
the children of Ammon, and took up their position before Rabbah, shutting
it in. But Davidwas still at Jerusalem. 2Now one evening, David got up from
his bed, and while he was walking on the roof of the king's house, he saw
from there a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And
David sent to get knowledge who the woman was. And one said, Is this not
Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliamandwife of Uriah theHittite? 4AndDavid
sent and took her; and she came to him, and he took her to his bed: (for she
had been made clean;) then she went back to her house. 5And the woman
becamewith child; and she sentword toDavid that shewaswith child. 6And
David sent to Joab saying, Send Uriah the Hittite to me. And Joab sent Uriah
to David. 7And when Uriah came to him, David put questions to him about
how Joab and the peoplewere, and how thewarwas going. 8AndDavid said
to Uriah, Go down to your house and let your feet be washed. And Uriah
went away from the king's house, and an offering from the king was sent
after him. 9 But Uriah took his rest at the door of the king's house, with all
the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10Andwhenword
was given to David that Uriah had not gone down to his house, David said to
Uriah, Have you not come from a journey? why did you not go down to your
house? 11And Uriah said to David, Israel and Judah with the ark are living
in tents, and my lord Joab and the other servants of my lord are sleeping in
the open field; and am I to go tomy house and take food and drink, and go to
bed with my wife? By the living Lord, and by the life of your soul, I will not
do such a thing. 12 And David said to Uriah, Be here today, and after that I
will let you go. So Uriah was in Jerusalem that day and the day after. 13And
whenDavid sent for him, he tookmeat and drinkwith him, andDavidmade
him theworse for drink: andwhen evening came, hewent to rest on his bed
with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house. 14Now in
themorning, David gave Uriah a letter to take to Joab. 15And in the letter he
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said, Take care to put Uriah in the very front of the line, where the fighting
is most violent, and go back from him, so that he may be overcome and put
to death. 16 So while Joab was watching the town, he put Uriah in the place
where it was clear to him the best fighters were. 17And themen of the town
went out and had a fight with Joab: and a number of David's men came to
their death in the fight, and with them Uriah the Hittite. 18 Then Joab sent
David news of everything which had taken place in the war: 19And he gave
orders to the man who took the news, saying, After you have given the king
all the news about the war, 20 If the king is angry and says, Why did you go
so near the town for the fight? was it not certain that their archers would be
on thewall? 21Who put Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, to death? did not a
woman send a great stone down on him from the wall, putting him to death
at Thebez? why did you go so near the wall? Then say to him, Your servant
Uriah the Hittite is among the dead. 22 So the manwent, and came to David,
and gave him all the news which Joab had sent him to give; then David was
angrywith Joab and said,Whydid you go so near the town for the fight? was
it not certain that their archers would be on the wall? who put Abimelech,
the son of Jerubbaal, to death? did not a woman send a great stone down on
him from the wall, putting him to death at Thebez? why did you go so near
the wall? 23And the man said to David, Truly the men got the better of us,
and came out against us into the open country, but we sent them back to the
very doors of the town. 24And the archers sent their arrows at your servants
from the wall, and some of the king's servants are dead, and among them is
your servant Uriah the Hittite. 25Then David said to the man, Go and say to
Joab, Do not let this be a grief to you; for one manmay come to his death by
the sword like another: put up an even stronger fight against the town, and
take it: and do you put heart into him. 26 And when the wife of Uriah had
news that her husband was dead, she gave herself up to weeping for him.
27Andwhen the days of weepingwere past, David sent for her, and took her
into his house, and she became his wife and gave him a son. But the Lord
was not pleased with the thing David had done.

12
1And the Lord sent Nathan to David. And Nathan came to him and said,

There were two men in the same town: one a man of great wealth, and the
other a poor man. 2 The man of wealth had great numbers of flocks and
herds; 3But the poormanhad only one little she-lamb,which he had got and
taken care of: from its birth it had beenwith him like one of his children; his
meatwas its food, and fromhis cup it took itsdrink, resting inhis arms, and it
was like a daughter to him. 4Nowa traveller came to the house of themanof
wealth, but he would not take anything from his flock or his herd to make a
meal for the travellerwhohad come to him, but he took the poorman's lamb
andmade it ready for themanwho had come. 5AndDavidwas full of wrath
against thatman; andhe said toNathan, By the living Lord, death is the right
punishment for the man who has done this: 6And he will have to give back
four times the value of the lamb, because he has done this and because he
had no pity. 7And Nathan said to David, You are that man. The Lord God of
Israel says, I made you king over Israel, putting holy oil on you, and I kept
you safe from the hands of Saul; 8 I gave you your master's daughter and
your master's wives for yourself, and I gave you the daughters of Israel and
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Judah; and if that had not been enough, I would have given you such and
such things. 9Why then have you had no respect for the word of the Lord,
doingwhat is evil inhis eyes? YouhaveputUriah theHittite todeathwith the
sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife; you have put him to death
with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10 So now the sword will never
be turned away from your family; because you have had no respect for me,
andhave taken thewife of Uriah theHittite to be yourwife. 11The Lord says,
From those of your family I will send evil against you, and before your very
eyes Iwill take yourwives and give them to your neighbour, and hewill take
your wives to his bed by the light of this sun. 12You did it secretly; but I will
do this thing before all Israel and in the light of the sun. 13And David said to
Nathan,Great ismysinagainst theLord. AndNathansaid toDavid, TheLord
has put away your sin; death will not come on you. 14But still, because you
havehadno respect for theLord, deathwill certainly overtake the childwho
has newly come to birth. 15 Then Nathan went back to his house. And the
hand of the Lordwas on David's son, the child of Uriah's wife, and it became
very ill. 16SoDavidmadeprayer toGod for the child; andhe tookno foodday
after day, andwent in and, stretching himself out on the earth, was there all
night. 17And the chief men of his house got up and went to his side to make
him get up from the earth, but he would not; and he would not take food
with them. 18And then on the seventh day the child's death took place. And
David's servants were in fear of giving him the news of the child's death: for
they said, Truly,while the childwas still living he gaveno attentionwhenwe
said anything to him: whatwill he do to himself if we give himword that the
child is dead? 19ButwhenDavid saw that his servantswere talking together
quietly, he was certain that the child was dead: and he said to his servants,
Is the child dead? and they said, He is. 20Then David got up from the earth,
and after washing and rubbing himself with oil and changing his clothing,
he went into the house of the Lord and gave worship: then he went back
to his house, and at his order they put food before him and he had a meal.
21Then his servants said to him,Why have you been acting in this way? you
were weeping and going without food while the child was still living; but
when the child was dead, you got up and had a meal. 22And he said, While
the childwas still living I went without food and gavemyself up toweeping:
for I said, Who is able to say that the Lord will not have mercy on me and
give the child life? 23 But now that the child is dead there is no reason for
me to go without food; am I able to make him come back to life? I will go to
him, but he will never come back to me. 24 And David gave comfort to his
wife Bath-sheba, and he went in to her and had connection with her: and
she had a son to whom she gave the name Solomon. And he was dear to the
Lord. 25And he sent word by Nathan the prophet, who gave him the name
Jedidiah, by the word of the Lord. 26Now Joab was fighting against Rabbah,
in the land of the children of Ammon, and he took the water-town. 27 And
Joab sent men to David, saying, I have made war against Rabbah and have
taken the water-town. 28 So now, get the rest of the people together, and put
them in position against the town and take it, for if I take it, it will be named
aftermyname. 29ThenDavid got all the people together andwent toRabbah
and made war on it and took it. 30 And he took the crown of Milcom from
his head; the weight of it was a talent of gold, and in it were stones of great
price; and itwasput onDavid's head. Andhe tookagreat storeof goods from
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the town. 31 And he took the people out of the town and put them to work
withwood-cutting instruments, and iron grain-crushers, and iron axes, and
at brick-making: this he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. Then
David and all the people went back to Jerusalem.

13
1Now after this, it came about that Absalom, David's son, had a beautiful

sister, whose namewas Tamar; andDavid's sonAmnonwas in lovewith her.
2Andhewas so deeply in love that he became ill because of his sister Tamar;
for she was a virgin, and so it seemed hard to Amnon to do anything to her.
3 But Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah,
David's brother: and Jonadab was a very wise man. 4 And he said to him,
O son of the king, why are you getting thinner day by day? will you not say
what your trouble is? And Amnon said to him, I am in love with Tamar, my
brother Absalom's sister. 5Then Jonadab said to him, Go to your bed, and let
it seem that you are ill: and when your father comes to see you, say to him,
Let my sister Tamar come and giveme bread, and get the food ready before
my eyes, so that I may see it and take it from her hand. 6 So Amnon went to
bed andmade himself seem ill: and when the king came to see him, Amnon
said to the king, Please let my sister Tamar come and make me one or two
cakes before my eyes, so that I may take food from her hand. 7 Then David
sent to thehouse for Tamar and said, Gonow to yourbrotherAmnon's house
and get a meal for him. 8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; and
he was in bed. And she took paste and made cakes before his eyes, cooking
them over the fire. 9And she took the cooking-pot, and put the cakes before
him, but he would not take them. And Amnon said, Let everyone go away
fromme. So they all went out. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, Take the food
and come into my bedroom, so that I may take it from your hand. So Tamar
took the cakes she hadmade and went with them into her brother Amnon's
bedroom. 11And when she took them to give them to him, he put his arms
round her and said, Come to bed, my sister. 12And answering him, she said,
O my brother, do not put shame on me; it is not right for such a thing to be
done in Israel: donot this evil thing. 13Whatwill becomeofme inmyshame?
and as for you, you will be looked down on with disgust by all Israel. Now
then, go and make your request to the king, for he will not keep me from
you. 14But he would not give attention to what she said: but being stronger
than she, he took her by force, and had connectionwith her. 15Then Amnon
was full of hate for her, hating her with a hate greater than his earlier love
for her. And he said to her, Get up and be gone. 16And she said to him, Not
so, my brother, for this great wrong in sending me away is worse than what
you did to me before. But he gave no attention to her. 17Then he gave a cry
to the servant who was waiting on him and said, Put this woman out, and
let the door be locked after her. 18Now she had on a long robe, such as in
past times the king's virgin daughterswere dressed in. Then the servant put
her out, locking the door after her. 19AndTamar, in her grief, put dust on her
head; and sheput her handonherhead andwent away crying loudly. 20And
her brother Absalom said to her, Has your brother Amnon been with you?
but now, let there be an end to your crying, my sister: he is your brother,
do not take this thing to heart. So Tamar went on living uncomforted in
her brother's house. 21 But when King David had news of all these things
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he was very angry; but he did not make trouble for Amnon his son, for he
was dear to David, being his oldest son. 22 But Absalom said nothing to his
brother Amnon, good or bad: for hewas full of hate for him, because he had
taken his sister Tamar by force. 23 Now after two full years, Absalom had
men cutting thewool of his sheep in Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim: and
he sent for all the king's sons to come to his feast. 24And Absalom came to
the king and said, See now, your servant is cutting the wool of his sheep;
will the king and his servants be pleased to come? 25 And the king said to
Absalom, No, my son, let us not all go, or the number will be over-great for
you. And he made his request again, but he would not go, but he gave him
his blessing. 26 Then Absalom said, If you will not go, then let my brother
Amnon go with us. And the king said to him, Is there any reason for him to
gowithyou? 27ButAbsalomwentonrequestinghimtill he letAmnonandall
the king's sons go with him. And Absalommade a great feast like a feast for
a king. 28Now Absalom had given orders to his servants, saying, Now take
note when Amnon's heart is gladwithwine; andwhen I say to you, Make an
attack on Amnon, then put him to death without fear: have I not given you
orders? be strong and without fear. 29 So Absalom's servants did to Amnon
asAbsalomhadgiven themorders. Thenall the king's sons got up, andevery
man got on his beast and went in flight. 30 Now while they were on their
way, news was given to David that Absalom had put to death all the sons of
the king and that not one of them was still living. 31 Then the king got up
in great grief, stretching himself out on the earth: and all his servants were
by his side, with their clothing parted. 32And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah,
David's brother, said, Let not my lord have the idea that all the sons of the
kinghavebeenput to death; for onlyAmnon is dead: this has beenpurposed
by Absalom from the day when he took his sister Tamar by force. 33 So now,
let not my lord the king take this thing to heart, with the idea that all the
king's sons are dead: for only Amnon is dead. 34But Absalomwent in flight.
And the youngmanwho kept the watch, lifting up his eyes, saw that a great
band of people was coming down the slope by the way of the Horons; and
the watchman came and gave word to the king, saying, I saw men coming
down by the way of the Horons, from the hillside. 35 And Jonadab said to
the king, See, the king's sons are coming; as your servant said, so it is. 36And
while hewas talking, the king's sons came,withweeping and loud cries: and
the king and all his servants were weeping bitterly. 37 So Absalom went in
flight and came to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur, where he
was for three years. 38And the king was sorrowing for his son all the time.
39 And the heart of David was wasted with desire for Absalom: for he was
comforted for the death of Amnon.

14
1 Now it was clear to Joab, the son of Zeruiah, that the king's heart was

turning to Absalom. 2 And Joab sent to Tekoa and got from there a wise
woman, and said to her, Nowmake yourself seem like one given up to grief,
and put on the clothing of sorrow, not using any sweet oil for your body, but
looking like one who for a long time has been weeping for the dead: 3And
come to the king and say these words to him. So Joab gave her words to say.
4 And the woman of Tekoa came to the king, and falling on her face, gave
him honour and said, Give me help, O king. 5And the king said to her, What
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is your trouble? And her answer was, Truly I am a widow, andmy husband
is dead. 6 And I had two sons, and the two of them had a fight in the field,
and there was no one to come between them, and one with a blow put the
other to death. 7And now all the family is turned against me, your servant,
saying, Give up him who was the cause of his brother's death, so that we
may put him to death in payment for the life of his brother, whose life he
took; and we will put an end to the one who will get the heritage: so they
will put out my last burning coal, and my husband will have no name or
offspring on the face of the earth. 8And the king said to the woman, Go to
your house and I will give orders about this. 9And the woman of Tekoa said
to the king,My lord, O king,may the sin be onme and onmy family, andmay
the king and the seat of his kingdom be clear of sin! 10And the king said, If
anyone says anything to you, make him come to me, and he will do you no
more damage. 11Then she said, Let the king keep inmind the Lord yourGod,
so that he who gives punishment for blood may be kept back from further
destruction and that no one may send death onmy son. And he said, By the
living Lord, not a hair of your son's head will come to the earth. 12Then the
woman said, Will the king let his servant say one word more? And he said,
Say on. 13And the woman said, Why have you had such a thought about the
people of God? (for in saying these very words the king has put himself in
the wrong because he has not taken back the one whom he sent far away.)
14For death comes to us all, and we are like water drained out on the earth,
which it is not possible to take up again; and God will not take away the life
of the man whose purpose is that he who has been sent away may not be
completely cut off fromhim. 15Andnow it ismy fear of the peoplewhichhas
mademecome to say thesewords tomy lord theking: andyour servant said,
Iwill putmycausebefore theking, and itmaybe thathewill give effect tomy
request. 16For the kingwill give ear, and take his servant out of the power of
the man whose purpose is the destruction of me and my son together from
the heritage of God. 17Then your servant said, May the word of my lord the
king giveme peace! formy lord the king is as the angel of God in his hearing
of good and bad: and may the Lord your God be with you! 18 Then the king
said to thewoman, Now giveme an answer to the question I am going to put
to you; keep nothing back. And the woman said, Let my lord the king say
on. 19 And the king said, Is not the hand of Joab with you in all this? And
the woman in answer said, By the life of your soul, my lord the king, it is
not possible for anyone to go to the right hand or to the left from anything
said by the king: your servant Joab gave me orders, and put all these words
in my mouth: 20 This he did, hoping that the face of this business might be
changed: and my lord is wise, with the wisdom of the angel of God, having
knowledge of everything on earth. 21 And the king said to Joab, See now,
I will do this thing: go then and Come back with the young man Absalom.
22Then Joab, falling downonhis face on the earth, gave the king honour and
blessing; and Joab said, Today it is clear to your servant that I have grace in
your eyes, my lord king, because the king has given effect to the request of
his servant. 23 So Joab got up and went to Geshur and came back again to
Jerusalem with Absalom. 24And the king said, Let him go to his house, but
let him not see my face. So Absalom went back to his house and did not see
the face of the king. 25 Now in all Israel there was no one so greatly to be
praised for his beautiful form as Absalom: from his feet to the crown of his
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head he was completely beautiful. 26And when he had his hair cut, (which
he did at the end of every year, because of theweight of his hair;) theweight
of the hair was two hundred shekels by the king's weight. 27And Absalom
was the father of three sons and of one daughter named Tamar, who was
verybeautiful. 28For two full yearsAbsalomwas living in Jerusalemwithout
ever seeing the face of the king. 29 Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him
to the king, but he would not come to him: and he sent again a second time,
but he would not come. 30 So he said to his servants, See, Joab's field is near
mine, and he has barley in it; go and put it on fire. And Absalom's servants
put the field on fire. 31 Then Joab came to Absalom in his house and said to
him,Why have your servants putmy field on fire? 32And Absalom's answer
was, See, I sent to you saying, Come here, so that I may send you to the king
to say, Why have I come back from Geshur? it would be better for me to be
there still: letmenow see the king's face, and if there is any sin inme, let him
putme to death. 33So Joabwent to the king and said thesewords to him: and
when the king had sent for him, Absalom came, and went down on his face
on the earth before the king: and the king gave him a kiss.

15
1 Now after this, Absalom got for himself a carriage and horses, and

fifty runners to go before him. 2 And Absalom got up early, morning after
morning, and took his place at the side of the public meeting-place: and
when anyman had a causewhich had to come to the king to be judged, then
Absalom, crying out to him, said,What is your town? andhewould say, Your
servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom would say to him,
See, your cause is true and right; but noman has been named by the king to
give you a hearing. 4And more than this, Absalom said, If only I was made
judge in the land, so that every man who has any cause or question might
come to me, and I would give a right decision for him! 5 And if any man
came near to give him honour, he took him by the hand and gave him a kiss.
6And this Absalom did to everyone in Israel who came to the king to have
his cause judged: so Absalom, like a thief, took away the hearts of the men
of Israel. 7Now at the end of four years, Absalom said to the king, Let me go
to Hebron and give effect to the oath which I made to the Lord: 8 For while
I was living in Geshur in Aram, your servant made an oath, saying, If ever
the Lord letsme come back to Jerusalem, I will give himworship in Hebron.
9 And the king said to him, Go in peace. So he got up and went to Hebron.
10ButAbsalomat the same time sentwatchers through all the tribes of Israel
to say, At the sound of the horn you are to say, Absalom is king in Hebron.
11AndwithAbsalom, at his request,went twohundredmen from Jerusalem,
who were completely unconscious of his designs. 12 And Absalom sent for
Ahithophel the Gilonite, one of David's helpers, from Giloh his town, while
he was making the offerings. And the design against David became strong,
formoreandmorepeoplewere joined toAbsalom. 13Andone came toDavid
and said, The hearts of the men of Israel have gone after Absalom. 14 And
David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, Come, let us
go in flight, or not one of uswill be safe fromAbsalom: let us gowithout loss
of time, or he will overtake us quickly and send evil on us, and put the town
to the sword. 15And the king's servants said to the king, See, your servants
are ready to do whatever the king says is to be done. 16 So the king went
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out, taking with him all the people of his house, but for ten of his women,
who were to take care of the house. 17 And the king went out, and all his
servants went after him, and made a stop at the Far House. 18 And all the
people went on by his side; and all the Cherethites and all the Pelethites and
all themen of Ittai of Gath, six hundredmenwho came after him fromGath,
went on before the king. 19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why are
you coming with us? go back and keep with the king: for you are a man
of another country, you are far from the land of your birth. 20 It was only
yesterday you came to us; why then am I to make you go up and downwith
us? for I have to go where I may; go back then, and take your countrymen
with you, andmay the Lord's mercy and good faith be with you. 21And Ittai
the Gittite in answer said, By the living Lord, and by the life of my lord the
king, in whatever placemy lord the kingmay be, for life or death, there will
your servant be. 22And David said to Ittai, Go forward, then. And Ittai the
Gittitewenton,withall hismenandall the little oneshehadwithhim. 23And
therewasgreatweeping inall the countrywhenall thepeoplewent through;
and thekinghimselfwaswaiting in theKidronvalleyandall thepeoplewent
byhim in thedirectionof theolive-tree on the edgeof thewaste land. 24Then
Zadok came, and Abiathar, and with them the ark of God's agreement: and
they put down the ark of God, till all the people from the town had gone by.
25 And the king said to Zadok, Take the ark of God back into the town: if I
have grace in the eyes of the Lord, he will let me come back and see it and
hisHouse again: 26But if he says, I havenodelight in you: then, here I am; let
him do to me what seems good to him. 27The king said further to Zadok the
priest, See, you and Abiathar are to go back to the town in peace, with your
two sons, Ahimaaz, your son, and Jonathan, the son of Abiathar. 28See, I will
be waiting at the way across the river, in the waste land, till I get news from
you. 29 So Zadok and Abiathar took the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and
did not go away from there. 30And David went up the slopes of the Mount
of Olives weeping all the way, with his head covered and no shoes on his
feet: and all the people who were with him, covering their heads, went up
weeping. 31Andwordcame toDavid, saying, Ahithophel is among thosewho
are joined to Absalom. AndDavid said, O Lord, let thewisdomof Ahithophel
bemade foolish. 32NowwhenDavid had come to the top of the slope, where
they gaveworship toGod, Hushai theArchite came to him in great griefwith
dust on his head: 33 David said to him, If you go on with me, you will be a
trouble to me: 34But if you go back to the town and say to Absalom, I will be
your servant, O king; as in the past I have been your father's servant, so now
Iwill be yours: then youwill be able to keepAhithophel's designs againstme
frombeing put into effect. 35Andhave younot there Zadok andAbiathar the
priests? so whatever comes to your ears from the king's house, give word of
it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 See, they have with them their two
sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok's son, and Jonathan, the son of Abiathar; by them you
may sendword tome of everything which comes to your ears. 37So Hushai,
David's friend, went into the town, and Absalom came to Jerusalem.

16
1And when David had gone a little way past the top of the slope, Ziba, the

servant of Mephibosheth, came to him, with two asses on which were two
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hundred cakes of bread and a hundred stems of dry grapes and a hundred
summer fruits and a skin of wine. 2 And David said to Ziba, What is your
reason for this? And Ziba said, The asses are for the use of the king's people,
and the bread and the fruit are food for the young men; and the wine is for
drink for those who are overcome by weariness in the waste land. 3 And
the king said, And where is your master's son? And Ziba said, He is still
at Jerusalem: for he said, Today Israel will give back to me the kingdom
of my father. 4 Then the king said to Ziba, Truly everything which was
Mephibosheth's is yours. And Ziba said, I give honour to my lord, may I
have grace in your eyes, my lord, O king! 5 And when King David came to
Bahurim, a man of Saul's family named Shimei, the son of Gera, came out
from there, calling curses after him. 6 And he sent stones at David and at
all the king's servants and at all the people and at all the men of war by his
side, on the right hand and on the left. 7 And Shimei said, with curses, Be
gone, be gone, you man of blood, you good-for-nothing: 8The Lord has sent
punishment on you for all the blood of the family of Saul, whose kingdom
you have taken; and the Lord has given the kingdom to Absalom, your son:
now you yourself are taken in your evil, because you are a man of blood.
9Then Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, said to the king, Is this dead dog to go on
cursing my lord the king? let me go over and take off his head. 10 And the
king said, What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? Let him go on
cursing, for the Lord has said, Put a curse on David, and who then may say,
Why have you done so? 11And David said to Abishai and to all his servants,
You see how my son, the offspring of my body, has made designs against
my life: how much more then may this Benjamite do so? Let him be, and
let him go on cursing; for the Lord has given him orders. 12 It may be that
the Lord will take note of my wrongs, and give me back good in answer to
his cursing of me today. 13 So David and his men went on their way: and
Shimei went by the hillside parallel with them, cursing and sending stones
anddustathim. 14And thekingandhispeople came tired to Jordan, and took
their rest there. 15 And Absalom and the men of Israel came to Jerusalem,
and Ahithophel was with him. 16 Then Hushai the Archite, David's friend,
came to Absalom and said, Long life to the king, long life to the king! 17And
Absalom said, Is this your love for your friend? why did you not go with
your friend? 18AndHushai said to Absalom, Not so; I am for thatmanwhom
the Lord and this people and all the men of Israel have taken as king, and
I will take my place with him. 19And more than this! where is my place as
a servant? is it not before his son? as I have been your father's servant, so
will I be yours. 20Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, Give your opinion now,
what arewe to do? 21AndAhithophel said to Absalom, Go in to your father's
women who are here looking after his house; then all Israel will have the
news that you are hated by your father, and the hands of your supporters
will be strong. 22So they put up the tent for Absalom on the top of the house,
andAbsalomwent in to his father's women before the eyes of all Israel. 23 In
those days the opinions of Ahithophel were valued as highly as if through
him a man might get direction from God; so were they valued by David as
much as by Absalom.
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17
1Then Ahithophel said to Absalom, Let me take out twelve thousandmen

and this very night I will go after David: 2And Iwill come upwith himwhen
he is tired and feeble, andmake him full of fear: and all the peoplewith him
will go in flight; and Iwill make an attack on the king only: 3And Iwill make
all the people come back to you as a bride comes back to her husband: it
is the life of only one man you are going after; so all the people will be at
peace. 4And the sayingwas pleasing to Absalom and to the responsiblemen
of Israel. 5 Then Absalom said, Now send for Hushai the Archite, and let us
give ear to what he has to say. 6 And when Hushai came, Absalom said to
him, This is what Ahithophel has said: are we to do as he says? if not, what
is your suggestion? 7And Hushai said to Absalom, Ahithophel's idea is not a
good one at this time. 8 Hushai said further, You have knowledge of your
father and his men, that they are men of war, and that their feelings are
bitter, like those of a bear in the field whose young ones have been taken
from her: and your father is a man of war, and will not take his night's rest
with the people; 9 But he will certainly have taken cover now in some hole
or secret place; and if some of our people, at the first attack, are overcome,
then any hearing of it will say, There is destruction among the people who
are on Absalom's side. 10 Then even the strongest, whose heart is like the
heart of a lion, will become like water; for all Israel is conscious that your
father is a man of war, and those who are with him are strong and without
fear. 11 But my suggestion is that all Israel, from Dan as far as Beer-sheba,
comes together to you, a great army like the sands of the sea in number; and
that you yourself go out among them. 12Then we will come on him in some
place, wherever he may be, falling on him as the dew comes on the earth:
and of him and all the men who are with him not one will get away with
his life. 13And if he has gone into some town, then let all Israel take strong
cords to that town, and we will have it pulled into the valley, till not one
small stone is to be seen there. 14 Then Absalom and all the men of Israel
said, Hushai's suggestion is better than that of Ahithophel. For it was the
purposeof theLord tomake thewisedesignsofAhithophelwithout effect, so
that the Lordmight send evil on Absalom. 15Then Hushai said to Zadok and
Abiathar, the priests, This is the suggestion made by Ahithophel to Absalom
and the responsible men of Israel, and this is what I said to them. 16 So now
send the news quickly to David, and say, Do not take your night's rest by the
way across the river to the waste land, but be certain to go over; or the king
and all the people with him will come to destruction. 17Now Jonathan and
AhimaazwerewaitingbyEn-rogel; andaservant-girlwent fromtime to time
and gave them news and they went with the news to King David, for it was
not wise for them to let themselves be seen coming into the town. 18 But a
boy saw them, andgavewordof it toAbsalom: so the twoof themwent away
quickly, and came to the house of aman inBahurimwhohad awater-hole in
his garden, and theywent down into it. 19And awomanput a cover over the
hole, and put crushed grain on top of it, and no one had any knowledge of it.
20And Absalom's servants came to thewoman at the house and said,Where
are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And the woman said to them, They have gone
from here to the stream. And after searching for them, and seeing nothing
of them, they went back to Jerusalem. 21 Then after the servants had gone
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away, they came up out of the water-hole and went to give King David the
news; and they said, Get up and go quickly over thewater, for such and such
are Ahithophel's designs against you. 22 So David and all the people who
were with him went up over Jordan: when dawn came, every one of them
had gone over Jordan. 23Nowwhen Ahithophel saw that his suggestionwas
not acted on, he got his ass ready, and went back to his house, to the town
where he came from, and having put his house in order, he put himself to
death by hanging; so he came to his end and was put in the resting-place of
his father. 24And David came to Mahanaim. And Absalom, with all the men
of Israel, went over Jordan. 25 And Absalom put Amasa at the head of the
army in place of Joab. Now Amasa was the son of a man named Ithra the
Ishmaelite, who had been the lover of Abigail, the daughter of Jesse, sister of
Zeruiah, Joab's mother. 26And Israel and Absalom put up their tents in the
land of Gilead. 27Now when David had come to Mahanaim, Shobi, the son
of Nahash of Rabbah, the Ammonite, and Machir, the son of Ammiel of Lo-
debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, 28 Came with beds and basins
and pots, and grain and meal, and all sorts of dry foods, 29 And honey and
butter and sheep and milk-cheeses, for David and his people: for they said,
This people is in the waste land, needing food and drink and rest.

18
1AndDavidhad thepeoplewhowerewithhimnumbered, andheputover

them captains of thousands and captains of hundreds. 2And David sent the
people out, a third of them under the orders of Joab, and a third under the
orders of Abishai, son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third under Ittai the
Gittite. And the king said to the people, And I myself will certainly go out
with you. 3But the people said, It is better for you not to go out: for if we are
put to flight, they will not give a thought to us, and if death overtakes half of
us, itwill benothing to them: but youare ofmore value than ten thousandof
us: so it is better for you tobe ready to come toourhelp from this town. 4And
the king said to them, I will do whatever seems best to you. So the king took
his place by the door of the town, and all the people went out by hundreds
and by thousands. 5And the king gave orders to Joab and Abishai and Ittai,
saying, Because of me, be gentle to the young man Absalom. And this order
about Absalom was given in the hearing of all the people. 6 So the people
went out into the field against Israel, and the fight took place in the woods
of Ephraim. 7And the people of Israel were overcome there by the servants
of David, and there was a great destruction that day, and twenty thousand
menwere put to the sword. 8And thefightingwent on over all the face of the
country: and the woods were responsible for more deaths than the sword.
9And Absalom came across some of David's men. And Absalom was seated
on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great tree,
and his head became fixed in the tree and he was lifted up between earth
and heaven, and the beast under him went on. 10And a certain man saw it
and said to Joab, I saw Absalom hanging in a tree. 11 And Joab said to the
manwho had given him the news, If you saw this, why did you not put your
sword through him, and Iwould have given you ten bits of silver and a band
for your robe? 12And the man said to Joab, Even if you gave me a thousand
bits of silver, I would not put out my hand against the king's son: for in our
hearing the king gave orders to you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Take care
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that the youngmanAbsalom is not touched. 13And if I had falsely put him to
death (and nothing may be kept secret from the king), you would have had
nothing to do with me. 14Then Joab said, I would have made it safe for you.
Andhe took three spears inhis hand, andput them throughAbsalom'sheart,
while he was still living, in the branches of the tree. 15And ten young men,
servants of Joab, came round Absalom and put an end to him. 16And Joab
had the horn sounded, and the people came back from going after Israel,
for Joab kept them back. 17 And they took Absalom's body and put it into
a great hole in the wood, and put a great mass of stones over it: and every
man of Israel went in flight to his tent. 18Now Absalom, before his death,
had put up for himself a pillar in the king's valley, naming it after himself;
for he said, I have no son to keep my name in memory: and to this day it is
named Absalom's pillar. 19Then Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, said, Let me go
and give the king news of how the Lord has done right in his cause against
thosewho took up arms against him. 20And Joab said, Youwill take no news
today; another day you may give him the news, but you will take no news
today, because the king's son is dead. 21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, Go
and give the king word of what you have seen. And the Cushite, making a
sign of respect to Joab, went off running. 22Then Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok,
said to Joab again,Whatevermay come of it, letme go after the Cushite. And
Joab said, Why have you a desire to go, my son, seeing that you will get no
reward foryournews? 23Whatevermaycomeof it, he said, Iwill go. Thenhe
said tohim, Go. SoAhimaazwent runningby the lowland roadandovertook
the Cushite. 24Now David was seated between the two town doors; and the
watchman went up to the roof of the doorways, on the wall, and, lifting up
his eyes, saw aman running by himself. 25And the watchman gave news of
it to the king. And the king said, If he is coming by himself, then he has news.
And the man was travelling quickly, and came near. 26 Then the watchman
saw another man running: and crying out in the direction of the door he
said, Here is anotherman running by himself. And the king said, He, like the
other, comes with news. 27And the watchman said, It seems to me that the
running of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok. And
the king said, He is a goodman, and his news will be good. 28And Ahimaaz,
crying out to the king, said, It is well. And falling down before the king, with
his face to the earth, he said, May the Lord your God be praised, who has
givenup themenwho tookuparmsagainstmy lord the king! 29And the king
said, Is it well with the young man Absalom? And Ahimaaz said in answer,
When Joab sentme, your servant, I saw a great outcry going on, but I had no
knowledge ofwhat it was. 30And the king said, Get back and take your place
here. So turning to one side, he took his place there. 31And then the Cushite
came and said, I have news for my lord the king: today the Lord has done
right in your cause against all those who took up arms against you. 32And
the king said to the Cushite, Is the youngmanAbsalomsafe? And the Cushite
said in answer, May all the king's haters and those who do evil against the
king, be as that young man is! 33Then the king was much moved, and went
up into the room over the door, weeping, and saying, Omy son Absalom,my
son, my son Absalom! if only my life might have been given for yours, O
Absalom, my son, my son!
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19
1 And word was given to Joab that the king was weeping and sorrowing

for Absalom. 2And the salvation of that day was changed to sorrow for all
the people: for it was said to the people, The king is in bitter grief for his son.
3 And the people made their way back to the town quietly and secretly, as
those who are shamed go secretly when they go in flight from the war. 4But
the king, covering his face, gave a great cry, O my son Absalom, O Absalom,
my son, my son! 5And Joab came into the house to the king and said, Today
youhaveput to shame the faces of all your servantswhoevennowhavekept
you and your sons and your daughters and your wives and all your women
safe fromdeath; 6For yourhaters, it seems, are dear to you, andyour friends
are hated. For youhavemade it clear that captains and servants are nothing
to you: and now I see that if Absalom was living and we had all been dead
today, it would have been right in your eyes. 7So get up now, and go out and
say some kind words to your servants; for, by the Lord, I give you my oath,
that if you do not go out, not one of them will keep with you tonight; and
that will be worse for you than all the evil which has overtaken you from
your earliest years. 8 Then the king got up and took his seat near the town-
door. And word was given to all the people that the king was in the public
place: and all the people came before the king. Now all the men of Israel
had gone back in flight to their tents. 9 And through all the tribes of Israel
the people were having arguments, saying, The king made us safe from the
hands of those whowere against us andmade us free from the hands of the
Philistines; andnowhehas gone inflight from the land, because ofAbsalom.
10And Absalom, whomwemade a ruler over us, is dead in the fight. So now
why do you say nothing about getting the king back? And word of what all
Israel was saying came to the king. 11 And King David sent word to Zadok
and Abiathar, the priests, Say to the responsible men of Judah, Why are you
the last to take steps to get the kingback tohis house? 12Youaremybrothers,
myboneandmyflesh;whyare you the last to get the kingback again? 13And
say to Amasa, Are you notmy bone andmyflesh? May God's punishment be
onme, if I donotmakeyou chief of the armybeforemeat all times inplace of
Joab! 14And thehearts of themenof Judahweremoved like oneman; so that
they sent to theking, saying, Comeback,with all your servants. 15So theking
cameback, and cameas far as Jordan. And Judah came toGilgal,meeting the
king there, to take him back with them over Jordan. 16And Shimei, the son
of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, got up quickly and went down with
the men of Judah for the purpose of meeting King David; 17 And with him
a thousand men of Benjamin, and Ziba, the servant of Saul, with his fifteen
sons and twenty servants, came rushing to Jordan before the king, 18 And
kept going across the river to take the people of the king's house over, and
to do whatever was desired by the king. And Shimei, the son of Gera, went
down on his face in the dust before the king, when he was about to go over
Jordan, 19 And said to him, Let me not be judged as a sinner in your eyes,
O my lord, and do not keep in mind the wrong I did on the day when my
lord the kingwent out of Jerusalem, or take it to heart. 20For your servant is
conscious of his sin: and so, as you see, I have come today, the first of all the
sons of Joseph, for the purpose of meeting my lord the king. 21But Abishai,
the son of Zeruiah, said, Is not death the right fate for Shimei, because he
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has been cursing the one marked by the holy oil? 22And David said, What
have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you put yourselves against
me today? is it right for any man in Israel to be put to death today? for I am
certain today that I am king in Israel. 23 So the king said to Shimei, You will
not be put to death. And the king gave him his oath. 24And Mephibosheth,
the sonof Saul's son, camedown for the purpose ofmeeting the king; his feet
had not been cared for or his hair cut or his clothing washed from the day
when the king went away till the day when he came back in peace. 25Now
whenhe had come from Jerusalem to see the king, the king said to him,Why
did younot comewithme,Mephibosheth? 26Andhe said in answer, Because
of the deceit ofmy servant,my lord king: for I, your servant, said to him, You
are tomake readyanass andon it Iwill gowith theking, for your servanthas
not the use of his feet. 27He has given you a false account ofme: butmy lord
the king is like the angel of God: do thenwhatever seems good to you. 28For
all my father's family were only deadmen beforemy lord the king: and still
you put your servant among those whose place is at the king's table. What
right then have I to say anything more to the king? 29And the king said, Say
nothing more about these things. I say, Let there be a division of the land
between Ziba and you. 30 And Mephibosheth said, Let him take it all, now
that my lord the king has come back to his house in peace! 31And Barzillai
theGileadite camedown fromRogelim; andhewent onas far as Jordanwith
the king to take him across Jordan. 32Now Barzillai was a very old man, as
much as eighty years old: and he had given the king everything he had need
of, while he was at Mahanaim, for he was a very great man. 33And the king
said to Barzillai, Comeoverwithme, and Iwill take care of you in Jerusalem.
34AndBarzillai said to theking,Howmuchofmy life is still beforeme, forme
to go up to Jerusalemwith the king? 35 I am now eighty years old: good and
badare the same tome; havemeat anddrinkany taste formenow? amIable
to takepleasure in thevoicesofmenorwomen insong? why thenamI tobea
trouble tomy lord the king? 36Your servant's desirewas only to take the king
over Jordan; why is the king to give me such a reward? 37 Let your servant
now go back again, so that when death comes to me, it may be in my town
and by the resting-place of my father and mother. But here is your servant
Chimham: let himgowithmy lord the king, anddo for himwhat seems good
to you. 38And the king said in answer, Let Chimham go over with me, and I
will do for him whatever seems good to you: and whatever your desire is, I
will do it for you. 39Then all the peoplewent over Jordan, and the kingwent
over: and the king gave Barzillai a kiss, with his blessing; and he went back
to his place. 40So the kingwent over to Gilgal, and Chimhamwentwith him:
and all the people of Judah, as well as half the people of Israel, took the king
onhisway. 41Then themenof Israel came to thekingand said,Whyhaveour
countrymen of Judah taken you away in secret and come over Jordan with
the king and all his family, because all his people are David'smen? 42And all
the men of Judah gave this answer to the men of Israel, Because the king is
our near relation: why then are you angry about this? havewe taken any of
the king's food, or has he given us any offering? 43And in answer to themen
of Judah, the men of Israel said, We have ten parts in the king, and we are
the first in order of birth: why did youmake nothing of us? andwerewe not
the first tomake suggestions for getting the king back? And thewords of the
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men of Judah weremore violent than the words of themen of Israel.

20
1 Now by chance there was present a good-for-nothing person named

Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he, sounding the horn, said, We
have no part in David, or any interest in the son of Jesse: let everyman go to
his tent, O Israel. 2 So all the men of Israel, turning away from David, went
after Sheba, the son of Bichri: but the men of Judah were true to their king,
going with him from Jordan as far as Jerusalem. 3 And David came to his
house at Jerusalem: and the king took the tenwomen towhomhe had given
the care of the house, and had them shut up, and gave them the necessaries
of life, but did not go near them. So they were shut up till the day of their
death, living as widows. 4 Then the king said to Amasa, Get all the men of
Judah together, and in three days be here yourself. 5 So Amasa went to get
all the men of Judah together, but he took longer than the time David had
given him. 6And David said to Abishai, Sheba, the son of Bichri, will do us
more damage than Absalom did; so take some of your lord's servants and
go after him, before he makes himself safe in the walled towns, and gets
awaybefore our eyes. 7So therewent afterAbishai, Joaband theCherethites
and the Pelethites and all the fighting-men; they went out of Jerusalem to
overtake Sheba, the son of Bichri. 8When theywere at the great stonewhich
is in Gibeon, Amasa came face to face with them. Now Joab had on his war-
dress, and roundhimaband fromwhichhis swordwas hanging in its cover;
and while he was walking, it came out, falling to the earth. 9And Joab said
to Amasa, Is it well, my brother? And with his right hand he took him by
the hair of his chin to give him a kiss. 10But Amasa did not see danger from
the sword which was now in Joab's left hand, and Joab put it through his
stomach so that his inside came out on to the earth, and he did not give him
another blow. So Joab and his brother Abishai went on after Sheba, the son
of Bichri. 11And one of Joab's young men, taking his place at Amasa's side,
said, Whoever is for Joab and for David, let him go after Joab! 12And Amasa
was stretched out in a pool of blood in themiddle of the highway. Andwhen
the man saw that all the people were stopping, he took Amasa out of the
highway and put him in a field, with a cloth over him, when he saw that
everyone who went by came to a stop. 13When he had been taken off the
road, all the people went on after Joab in search of Sheba, the son of Bichri.
14And Sheba went through all the tribes of Israel, to Abel of Beth-maacah;
and all the Bichrites came together and went in after him. 15And Joab and
his men got him shut up in Abel of Beth-maacah, and put up an earthwork
against the town: and all Joab's men did their best to get the wall broken
down. 16 Then a wise woman got up on the wall, and crying out from the
town, said, Give ear, give ear; say now to Joab, Come near, so that Imay have
talk with you. 17And he came near, and the woman said, Are you Joab? And
he said in answer, I am. Then she said, Give ear to your servant'swords. And
he said, I am giving ear. 18Then she said, In the old days, there was a saying,
Let them put the question in Abel and in Dan, saying, Haswhat was ordered
by men of good faith in Israel ever come to an end? 19 Your purpose is the
destruction of a mother-town in Israel: why would you put an end to the
heritage of the Lord? 20And Joab, answering her, said, Far, far be it fromme
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to be a cause of death or destruction; 21Not so: but aman of the hill-country
of Ephraim, Sheba, son of Bichri, by name, has taken up arms against the
king, against David: give up thisman only, and Iwill go away from the town.
And the woman said to Joab, His head will be dropped over the wall to you.
22Then the woman in her wisdom had talk with all the town. And they had
Sheba's head cut off and sent out to Joab. And he had the horn sounded, and
sent themall away from the town, everyman tohis tent. And Joabwent back
to Jerusalem to the king. 23Now Joab was over all the army; and Benaiah,
the son of Jehoiada, was at the head of the Cherethites and the Pelethites;
24And Adoram was overseer of the forced work; and Jehoshaphat, the son
of Ahilud, was the recorder; 25 And Sheva was the scribe, and Zadok and
Abiatharwerepriests; 26And inaddition, Ira the Jairitewas apriest toDavid.

21
1 In the days of David they were short of food for three years, year after

year; and David went before the Lord for directions. And the Lord said,
On Saul and on his family there is blood, because he put the Gibeonites to
death. 2 Then the king sent for the Gibeonites; (now the Gibeonites were
not of the children of Israel, but were the last of the Amorites, to whom the
children of Israel had given an oath; but Saul, in his passion for the children
of Israel and Judah, had made an attempt on their lives:) 3 So David said to
the Gibeonites,Whatmay I do for you? how am I tomake up to you for your
wrongs, so that you may give a blessing to the heritage of the Lord? 4 And
the Gibeonites said to him, It is not a question of silver and gold between us
and Saul or his family; and it is not in our power to put to death any man in
Israel. And he said, Say, then, what am I to do for you? 5 And they said to
the king, As for the man by whom we were wasted, and who made designs
against us to have us completely cut off from the land of Israel, 6 Let seven
menofhis familybegivenup tousandwewill put anend to thembyhanging
them before the Lord in Gibeon, on the hill of the Lord. And the king said,
I will give them. 7 But the king did not give up Mephibosheth, the son of
Saul's son Jonathan, because of the Lord's oath made between David and
Jonathan, the son of Saul. 8 But the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth,
the two sons of Saul to whom Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, had given birth;
and the five sons of Saul's daughterMerab, whose fatherwas Adriel, the son
of Barzillai the Meholathite: 9 And he gave them up to the Gibeonites, and
they put them to death, hanging them on the mountain before the Lord; all
seven came to their end together in the first days of the grain-cutting, at the
start of the cutting of the barley. 10And Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, took
haircloth, placing it on the rock as a bed for herself, from the start of the
grain-cutting till rain came down on them from heaven; and she did not let
the birds of the air come near themby day, or the beasts of the field by night.
11 And news was given to David of what Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, one
of Saul's wives, had done. 12And David went and took the bones of Saul and
his son Jonathan from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had taken them away
secretly from the public place of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had put
them, hanging up the bodies there on the day when they put Saul to death
in Gilboa: 13And he took the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from that
place; and they got together the bones of thosewhohad been put to death by
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hanging. 14And theyput themwith thebones of Saul andhis son Jonathan in
the resting-place of Kish, his father, in Zela in the country of Benjamin; they
did all the king had given them orders to do. And after that, God gave ear
to their prayers for the land. 15And the Philistines went to war again with
Israel; and David went down with his people, and while they were at Gob
they had a fight with the Philistines: 16 And there came against David one
of the offspring of the Rephaim, whose spear was three hundred shekels of
brass in weight, and having a new sword, he made an attempt to put David
to death. 17But Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, came to his help, and, turning on
the Philistine, gave him his death-blow. Then David's men took an oath, and
said, Never again are you to go out with us to the fight, so that you may not
put out the light of Israel. 18Nowafter this therewaswarwith the Philistines
again at Gob, and Sibbecai the Hushathite put to death Saph, one of the
offspring of the Rephaim. 19And again there was war with the Philistines at
Gob, and Elhanan, the son of Jair the Beth-lehemite, put to death Goliath the
Gittite, the stem of whose spear was like a cloth-worker's rod. 20And again
there was war at Gath, where there was a very tall man, who had twenty-
four fingers and toes, six fingers on his hands and six toes on his feet; he
was one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 21And when he was purposing to
put shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimei, David's brother, put him to
death. 22These four were of the offspring of the Rephaim in Gath; and they
came to their end by the hands of David and his servants.

22
1And David made a song to the Lord in these words, on the day when the

Lord made him free from the hands of all his haters, and from the hand of
Saul: 2And he said, The Lord is my Rock, my walled town, and my saviour,
even mine; 3My God, my Rock, in him will I put my faith; my breastplate,
and the horn ofmy salvation, my high tower, andmy safe place; my saviour,
who keepsme safe from the violentman. 4 I will send upmy cry to the Lord,
who is to be praised; so will I be made safe from those who are against me.
5For the waves of death came roundme, and the seas of evil put me in fear;
6 The cords of hell were round me: the nets of death came on me. 7 In my
troublemy voicewent up to the Lord, andmy cry tomyGod: my voice came
to his hearing in his holy Temple, and my prayer came to his ears. 8 Then
the earth was moved with a violent shock; the bases of heaven weremoved
and shaking, because he was angry. 9There went up a smoke from his nose,
and a fire of destruction from his mouth: coals were lighted by it. 10 The
heavens were bent, so that he might come down; and it was dark under his
feet. 11And he went through the air, seated on a storm-cloud: going quickly
on the wings of the wind. 12 And he made the dark his tent round him, a
mass of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 13Before his shining light his dark
clouds went past, raining ice and coals of fire. 14 The Lord made thunder
in the heavens, and the voice of the Highest was sounding out. 15 And he
sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions; by his flames of fire they
were troubled. 16 Then the deep beds of the sea were seen, and the bases
of the world were uncovered, because of the Lord's wrath, because of the
breath of his mouth. 17He sent from on high, he took me, pulling me out
of great waters. 18He made me free from my strong hater, from those who
were against me, because they were stronger than I. 19 They came on me
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in the day of my trouble: but the Lord was my support. 20He took me out
into a wide place; he was my saviour because he had delight in me. 21 The
Lord givesme the reward of my righteousness, becausemy hands are clean
before him. 22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been turned
away in sin frommy God. 23 For all his decisions were before me, and I did
not put away his laws fromme. 24And I was upright before him, and I kept
myself from sin. 25Because of this the Lord has given me the reward of my
righteousness, because my hands are clean in his eyes. 26On him who has
mercy you will have mercy; to the upright you will be upright; 27He who is
holy will see that you are holy; but to themanwhoseway is not straight you
will be a hard judge. 28 For you are the saviour of those who are in trouble;
but your eyes are onmen of pride, tomake them low. 29For you aremy light,
O Lord; and the Lordwillmake the dark bright forme. 30By your help I have
made a way through the wall which was shutting me in: by the help of my
God I have gone over a wall. 31As for God, his way is all good: the word of
the Lord is tested; he is a safe cover for all those who put their faith in him.
32 For who is God but the Lord? and who is a Rock but our God? 33God puts
a strong band about me, guiding me in a straight way. 34He makes my feet
like roes' feet, and puts me on high places. 35He makes my hands expert in
war, so that a bow of brass is bent by my arms. 36 You have given me the
breastplate of your salvation, and your mercy has made me great. 37 You
havemademy stepswideunderme, so thatmy feetmakeno slip. 38 I go after
myhaters andovertake them; not turningback till they are all overcome. 39 I
have sent destruction on them and given themwounds, so that they are not
able to get up: they are stretched under my feet. 40 For I have been armed
by you with strength for the fight: you have made low under me those who
came out against me. 41 By you their backs are turned in flight, so that my
haters are cut off. 42They were crying out, but there was no one to come to
their help: even to the Lord, but he gave them no answer. 43Then they were
crushed as small as the dust of the earth, stamped down under my feet like
the waste of the streets. 44 You have made me free from the fightings of my
people; you have made me the head of the nations: a people of whom I had
no knowledge will bemy servants. 45Men of other countries will, with false
hearts, put themselves under my authority: from the time when my name
comes to their ears, they will be ruled by me. 46 They will be wasted away,
they will come out of their secret places shaking with fear. 47 The Lord is
living; praise be to my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be honoured:
48 It is God who sends punishment on my haters, and puts peoples under
my rule. 49 He makes me free from my haters: I am lifted up over those
who come up against me: you have made me free from the violent man.
50Because of this I will give you praise, O Lord, among the nations, and will
make a song of praise to your name. 51 Great salvation does he give to his
king; he has mercy on the king of his selection, David, and on his seed for
ever.

23
1Now these are the last words of David. David, the son of Jesse, says, the

man who was lifted up on high, the man on whom the God of Jacob put the
holyoil, the lovedoneof Israel's songs, says: 2The spirit of theLordhadvoice
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through me, his word was on my tongue. 3 The God of Israel said, the word
of the Rock of Israel came to me: When an upright king is ruling over men,
when he is ruling in the fear of God, 4 It is as the light of the morning, when
the sun comes up, a morning without clouds; making young grass come to
life from the earth. 5 For is not my house so with God? For he has made
with me an eternal agreement, ordered in all things and certain: as for all
my salvation and all my desire, will he not give it increase? 6 But the evil-
doers, all of them, will be like thorns to be pushed away, because they may
notbe gripped in thehand: 7But anyone touching themhas tobearmedwith
iron and the rod of a spear; and they will be burned with fire, every one of
them. 8These are the names ofDavid'smenofwar: Ishbaal theHachmonite,
chief of the three; his axe was lifted up against eight hundred put to death
at one time. 9 After him was Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Ahohite, one
of the three great fighters, who was with David in Pas-dammim when the
Philistines came together there for the fight; andwhen themen of Israel had
gone in flight, 10He was with David and went on fighting the Philistines till
his hand became tired and stiff from gripping his sword: and that day the
Lord gave a great salvation, and the people came back after him only to take
the goods of the Philistines. 11 After him was Shammah, the son of Ela the
Hararite. And the Philistines came together in Lehi, where therewas a bit of
land full of seed; and the people went in flight from the Philistines. 12But he
kept his place in themiddle of the bit of land, and kept back their attack and
overcame thePhilistines: and theLordgaveagreat salvation. 13And threeof
the thirtywent downat the start of the grain-cutting, and they came toDavid
at the strongplace ofAdullam; and thebandof Philistines had takenup their
position in the valley of Rephaim. 14And at that time David had taken cover
in the strong place, and an armed force of the Philistineswas in Beth-lehem.
15AndDavid,moved by a strong desire, said, If only someonewould giveme
a drink ofwater from thewater-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the
town! 16And the three men, forcing their way through the Philistine army,
got water from thewater-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the town,
and took it back to David: but hewould not take it, but, draining it out, made
an offering of it to the Lord. 17And he said, Far be it fromme, O Lord, to do
this; how may I take as my drink the life-blood of men who have put their
lives in danger? So he would not take it. These things did the three great
men of war. 18 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was
chief of the thirty. He put to death three hundred with his spear, and he
got for himself a name among the thirty. 19Was he not the noblest of the
thirty? so hewasmade their captain: but hewas not equal to the first three.
20AndBenaiah the sonof Jehoiada, afightingmanofKabzeel, haddonegreat
acts; he put to death the two sons of Ariel of Moab: he went down into a
hole and put a lion to death in time of snow: 21 And he made an attack on
an Egyptian, a tall man: and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he
went down to himwith a stick, and pulling the spear out of the hands of the
Egyptian, put him to death with that same spear. 22 These were the acts of
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, who had a great name among the thirty men
ofwar. 23Hewashonoured over the rest of the thirty, but hewas not equal to
the first three. And David put him over the fighting menwho kept him safe.
24Asahel, the brother of Joab, was one of the thirty; and Elhanan, the son of
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Dodai, of Beth-lehem, 25Shammah theHarodite, Elika the Harodite, 26Helez
the Paltite, Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer the Anathothite,
Sibbecai the Hushathite, 28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite,
29 Heldai, the son of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai, the son of Ribai of
Gibeah of the children of Benjamin, 30Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai of the
valleys of Gaash, 31 Abiel the Arbathite, Azmaveth of Bahurim, 32 Eliahba
the Shaalbonite, Jashen the Gunite, 33 Jonathan, the son of Shammah the
Hararite, Ahiam, the son of Sharar the Hararite, 34 Eliphelet, the son of
Ahasbai the Maacathite, Eliam, the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 35Hezrai
theCarmelite, Paarai theArchite, 36 Igal, the sonofNathanofZobah, Bani the
Gadite, 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, who had the care of
the arms of Joab, son of Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 39Uriah
the Hittite: thirty-seven in number.

24
1 Again the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and moving

David against them, he said, Go, take the number of Israel and Judah. 2And
the king said to Joab and the captains of the army, who were with him, Go
now through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan as far as Beer-sheba, and
have all the people numbered, so that I may be certain of the number of the
people. 3And Joab said to the king,Whatever the number of the people,may
the Lordmake it a hundred times as much, andmay the eyes of my lord the
king see it: but why does my lord the king take pleasure in doing this thing?
4 But the king's order was stronger than Joab and the captains of the army.
And Joab and the captains of the army went out from the king, to take the
number of the children of Israel. 5And they went over Jordan, and starting
from Aroer, from the townwhich is in the middle of the valley, they went in
the direction of the Gadites, and on to Jazer; 6Then they came to Gilead, and
to the land of the Hittites under Hermon; and they came to Dan, and from
Dan they cameround toZidon, 7And to thewalled townofTyre, and toall the
towns of the Hivites and the Canaanites: and they went out to the South of
Judah at Beer-sheba. 8So after going through all the land in every direction,
they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 9 And
Joab gave the king the number of all the people: there were in Israel eight
hundred thousand fightingmen able to take up arms; and themen of Judah
were five hundred thousand. 10And after the people had been numbered,
David's heart was troubled. And David said to the Lord, Great has been my
sin in doing this; but now, O Lord, be pleased to take away the sin of your
servant, for I have done very foolishly 11And David got up in the morning;
now theword of the Lord had come to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying,
12Go and say to David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say
which of them youwill have, and I will do it to you. 13So Gad came to David,
and gave himword of this and said to him, Are there to be three years when
there is not enough food in your land? or will you go in flight from your
haters for threemonths,while they go after you? orwill youhave three days
of violent disease in your land? take thought and say what answer I am to
give to himwho sentme. 14AndDavid said to Gad, This is a hard decision for
me tomake: let us come into the hands of the Lord, for great are hismercies:
let me not come into the hands of men. 15 So David made selection of the
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disease; and the time was the days of the grain-cutting, when the disease
came among the people, causing the death of seventy thousand men from
Dan as far as Beer-sheba. 16And when the hand of the angel was stretched
out in the direction of Jerusalem, for its destruction, the Lord had regret for
the evil, and said to the angel whowas sending destruction on the people, It
is enough; do no more. And the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite. 17AndwhenDavid saw the angelwhowas causing the
destruction of the people, he said to the Lord, Truly, the sin is mine; I have
done wrong: but these are only sheep; what have they done? let your hand
be against me and against my family. 18 And that day Gad came to David
and said to him, Go up, and put up an altar to the Lord on the grain-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite. 19 So David went up, as Gad had said and as the Lord
hadgivenorders. 20AndAraunah, lookingout, saw thekingandhis servants
coming to him: and Araunah went out, and went down on his face to the
earth before the king. 21And Araunah said, Why has my lord the king come
to his servant? And David said, To give you a price for your grain-floor, so
that Imayput upanaltar to theLord, and thediseasemaybe stoppedamong
thepeople. 22AndAraunah said toDavid, Letmy lord theking takewhatever
seems right to him, andmake an offering of it: see, here are the oxen for the
burned offering, and the grain-cleaning instruments and the ox-yokes for
wood: 23All this does the servant of my lord the king give to the king. And
Araunah said, May the Lord your God be pleased with your offering! 24And
the king said toAraunah, No, but Iwill give you aprice for it; Iwill not give to
the Lordmy God burned offerings for which I have given nothing. So David
got the grain-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And there David
put up an altar to the Lord,making burned offerings andpeace-offerings. So
the Lord gave ear to his prayer for the land, and the disease came to an end
in Israel.
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The First Book of Kings
1NowKing David was old and far on in years; and though they put covers

over him, his body was cold. 2 So his servants said to him, Let search be
made for a young virgin for my lord the king, to take care of him and be
waiting on him; and you may take her in your arms, and so my lord the
king will be warm. 3 So after searching through all the land of Israel for a
fair young girl, they saw Abishag the Shunammite, and took her to the king.
4Now she was very beautiful; and she took care of the king, waiting on him
at all times; but the king had no connection with her. 5 Then Adonijah, the
son of Haggith, lifting himself up in pride, said, I will become king; and he
made ready his carriages of war and his horsemen, with fifty runners to
go before him. 6Now all his life his father had never gone against him or
said to him, Why have you done so? and he was a very good-looking man,
and younger than Absalom. 7And he had talk with Joab, the son of Zeruiah,
and with Abiathar the priest; and they were on his side and gave him their
support. 8ButZadok thepriest, andBenaiah, the sonof Jehoiada, andNathan
theprophet andShimei andRei, andDavid'smenofwardidnot take the side
of Adonijah. 9Then Adonijah put to death sheep and oxen and fat beasts by
the stone of Zoheleth, by En-rogel; and he sent for all his brothers, the king's
sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants, to come to him: 10But he
did not send for Nathan the prophet and Benaiah and the other men of war
and Solomon his brother. 11 Then Nathan said to Bath-sheba, the mother
of Solomon, Has it not come to your ears that Adonijah, the son of Haggith,
has made himself king without the knowledge of David our lord? 12 So now,
let me make a suggestion, so that you may keep your life safe and the life
of your son Solomon. 13 Come now, go to King David and say to him, Did
you not, O my lord, take an oath to me, your servant, saying, Truly Solomon
your son will be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? why then
is Adonijah acting as king? 14And while you are still talking there with the
king, see, Iwill come inafter youandsay that your story is true. 15ThenBath-
shebawent into the king's room; now the kingwas very old, andAbishag the
Shunammitewaswaiting on him. 16And Bath-shebawent down on her face
on the earth before the king giving him honour. And he said, What is your
desire? 17And she said to him, My lord, you took an oath by the Lord your
God and gave your word to your servant, saying, Truly, Solomon your son
will be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom. 18 And now, see,
Adonijah has made himself king without my lord's knowledge; 19 And has
put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great numbers, and has sent
for all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab, the captain of
the army; but he has not sent for Solomon your servant. 20Andnow,my lord
the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you,waiting for you to saywho is to take
theplaceofmy lord thekingafterhim. 21Foras thingsare, itwill comeabout,
whenmy lord theking is sleepingwithhis fathers, that I andSolomonmyson
will bemadeoutlaws. 22Andwhile shewas still talkingwith theking,Nathan
theprophet came in. 23And they said to theking,Here isNathan theprophet.
Andwhenhe came inbefore the king, hewent downonhis face on the earth.
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24 And Nathan said, O my lord king, have you said, Adonijah is to be king
after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? 25 Because today he has gone
down and has put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great numbers,
and has sent for all the king's sons to come to him, with the captains of the
army and Abiathar the priest; and they are feasting before him and crying,
Long life toKingAdonijah! 26Butme, your servant, andZadok thepriest, and
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon, he has not sent for.
27Has this thing been done bymy lord the king, without givingword to your
servants who was to be placed onmy lord the king's seat after him? 28Then
KingDavid inanswer said, Send forBath-sheba to come tome. And she came
in and took her place before the king. 29And the king took an oath, and said,
By the living Lord, who has been my saviour from all my troubles, 30 As I
took an oath to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, saying, Certainly Solomon
your son will become king after me, seated on my seat in my place; so will I
do this day. 31 Then Bath-sheba went down on her face on the earth before
the king giving him honour, and said, May my lord King David go on living
for ever. 32And King David said, Send for Zadok the priest, and Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the king.
33 And the king said to them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and
put Solomon my son on my beast, yes, mine, and take him down to Gihon;
34 And there let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet put the holy oil
on him to make him king over Israel; and sounding the horn say, Long life
to King Solomon! 35 Then come up after him and he will come in and take
his place on the seat of my kingdom; for he is to be king in my place, and I
have given orders that he is to be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 36And
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, answering the king, said, So be it: and may
the Lord, the God of my lord the king, say so. 37As the Lord has been with
my lord the king, even so may he be with Solomon and make the seat of his
authority greater than that ofmy lordKingDavid. 38SoZadok thepriest, and
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites
and the Pelethites, went down and put Solomon on King David's beast and
took him to Gihon. 39 And Zadok the priest took the vessel of oil out of the
Tent, and put the holy oil on Solomon. And when the horn was sounded,
all the people said, Long life to King Solomon! 40 And all the people came
up after him, piping with pipes, and they were glad with great joy, so that
the earthwas shakingwith the sound. 41And it came to the ears of Adonijah
andall the guestswhowerewithhim,when theirmealwas ended. And Joab,
hearing the sound of the horn, said, What is the reason of this noise as if the
townwasworked up? 42Andwhile thewordswere on his lips, Jonathan, the
son of Abiathar the priest, came; and Adonijah said, Come in; for you are a
man of good faith and the news which you have for us will be good. 43And
Jonathan, answering, said to Adonijah, Not so, but our lord King David has
made Solomon king: 44And he sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan
the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the
Pelethites; and they put him on the king's beast: 45And Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet put the holy oil on him and made him king in Gihon;
and they came back from there with joy, and the town was all worked up.
This is the noise which has come to your ears. 46And now Solomon is seated
on the seat of the kingdom. 47And the king's servants came to our lord King
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David, blessing him and saying, May Godmake the name of Solomon better
than your name, and the seat of his authority greater than your seat; and
the king was bent low in worship on his bed. 48Then the king said, May the
God of Israel be praised, whohas given one ofmy seed to be king inmyplace
this day and has let my eyes see it. 49And all the guests of Adonijah got up
in fear andwent away, everyman to his place. 50And Adonijah himself was
full of fear because of Solomon; and he got up and went to the altar, and
put his hands on its horns. 51And they gave Solomonword of it, saying, See,
Adonijah goes in such fear of King Solomon, that he has put his hands on
the horns of the altar, saying, Let King Solomon first giveme his oath that he
will not put his servant to death with the sword. 52And Solomon said, If he
is seen to be aman of good faith, not a hair of himwill be touched; but if any
wrongdoing is seen in him, he is to be put to death. 53So King Solomon sent,
and they took him down from the altar. And he came and gave honour to
King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, Go to your house.

2
1Now the time of David's death camenear; andhe gave orders to Solomon

his son, saying, 2 I am going the way of all the earth: so be strong and be
a man; 3 And keep the orders of the Lord your God, walking in his ways,
keeping his laws and his orders and his rules and his words, as they are
recorded in the law of Moses; so that you may do well in all you do and
wherever you go, 4 So that the Lord may give effect to what he said of me,
If your children give attention to theirways, living uprightly beforemewith
all their heart and their soul, you will never be without a man to be king
in Israel. 5Now you have knowledge of what Joab, the son of Zeruiah, did
to me, and to the two captains of the army of Israel, Abner, the son of Ner,
and Amasa, the son of Jether, whom he put to death, taking payment for
the blood of war in time of peace, and making the band of my clothing and
the shoes on my feet red with the blood of one put to death without cause.
6 So be guided by your wisdom, and let not his white head go down to the
underworld in peace. 7 But be good to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite,
and let them be guests at your table; for so they came to me when I went in
flight from Absalom your brother. 8Now you have with you Shimei, the son
of Gera the Benjamite of Bahurim, who put a bitter curse on me on the day
when Iwent toMahanaim; but he camedown to seemeat Jordan, and I gave
him my oath by the Lord, saying, I will not put you to death by the sword.
9 But do not let him be free from punishment, for you are a wise man; and
it will be clear to you what you have to do with him; see that his white head
goes down to the underworld in blood. 10 Then David went to rest with his
fathers, and his body was put into the earth in the town of David. 11David
was king over Israel for forty years: for seven years he was king in Hebron
and for thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12AndSolomon tookhis place on the
seat of David his father, and his kingdomwasmade safe and strong. 13Then
Adonijah, the son of Haggith, came to Bath-sheba, the mother of Solomon.
And she said, Come you in peace? And he said, Yes, in peace. 14Then he said,
I have something to say to you. And she said, Say on. 15And he said, You saw
how the kingdomwasmine, and all Israel had the idea that I would be their
king; but now the kingdom is turned about, and has become my brother's,
for itwas given to himby the Lord. 16Now Ihave one request tomake to you,
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and do not say, No, to me. And she said to him, Say on. 17Then he said, Will
yougo toSolomon theking (forhewill not say,No, to you) andputbeforehim
my request that he will give me Abishag the Shunammite for a wife? 18And
Bath-sheba said, Good! Iwillmake your request to the king. 19SoBath-sheba
went to King Solomon to have talk with him on Adonijah's account. And the
king got up to come to her, and went down low to the earth before her; then
he took his place on the king's seat and had a seat made ready for the king's
mother and she took her place at his right hand. 20Then she said, I have one
small request to make to you; do not say, No, to me. And the king said, Say
on, my mother, for I will not say, No, to you. 21 And she said, Let Abishag
the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother for a wife. 22Then King
Solomon made answer and said to his mother, Why are you requesting me
to give Abishag the Shunammite to Adonijah? Take the kingdom for him
in addition, for he is my older brother, and Abiathar the priest and Joab,
the son of Zeruiah, are on his side. 23 Then King Solomon took an oath by
the Lord, saying, May God's punishment be on me if Adonijah does not give
payment for these words with his life. 24Now by the living Lord, who has
given me my place on the seat of David my father, and made me one of a
line of kings, as he gaveme his word, truly Adonijahwill be put to death this
day. 25AndKing Solomon sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and hemade an
attack on him and put him to death. 26And to Abiathar the priest the king
said, Go to Anathoth, to your fields; for death would be your right reward;
but I will not put you to death now, because you took up the ark of the Lord
God before Davidmy father, and youwere with him in all his troubles. 27So
Solomon let Abiathar be priest no longer, so that he might make the word
of the Lord come true which he said about the sons of Eli in Shiloh. 28And
news of this came to Joab; for Joab had been one of Adonijah's supporters,
though he had not been on Absalom's side. Then Joab went in flight to the
Tent of the Lord, and put his hands on the horns of the altar. 29And they said
to King Solomon, Joab has gone in flight to the Tent of the Lord and is by the
altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, make an
attack on him. 30And Benaiah came to the Tent of the Lord and said to him,
The king says, Come out. And he said, No; but let death come to me here.
And Benaiahwent back to the king and gave himword of the answerwhich
Joab had given. 31And the king said, Do as he has said andmake an attack on
him there, and put his body into the earth; so that you may take away from
me and frommy family the blood of one put to death by Joabwithout cause.
32And the Lordwill sendbackhis blood onhis head, because of the attack he
made on twomenmore upright and better than himself, putting them to the
sword without my father's knowledge; even Abner, the son of Ner, captain
of the army of Israel, and Amasa, the son of Jether, captain of the army of
Judah. 33 So their blood will be on the head of Joab, and on the head of his
seed for ever; but for David and his seed and his family and the seat of his
kingdom, therewill bepeace for ever fromtheLord. 34SoBenaiah, the sonof
Jehoiada,wentup, and fallingonhim, puthimtodeath; andhisbodywasput
to rest in his house in thewaste land. 35And the king put Benaiah, the son of
Jehoiada, in his place over the army; and Zadok the priest he put in the place
of Abiathar. 36Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him, Make a house
for yourself in Jerusalem and keep there and go to no other place. 37 For be
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certain thaton thedaywhenyougooutandgoover the streamKidron, death
will overtake you: and your blood will be on your head. 38And Shimei said
to the king, Very well! as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do.
And for a long time Shimei went on living in Jerusalem. 39 But after three
years, two of the servants of Shimei went in flight to Achish, son of Maacah,
king of Gath. And word was given to Shimei that his servants had gone to
Gath. 40 Then Shimei got up, and making ready his ass, he went to Gath, to
Achish, in search of his servants; andhe sent and got them fromGath. 41And
news was given to Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath
and had come back again. 42Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him,
Did I notmake you take an oath by the Lord, protesting to you and saying, Be
certain that on the day when you go out from here, wherever you go, death
will overtake you? and you said to me, Very well! 43Why then have you not
kept the oath of the Lord and the order which I gave you? 44 And the king
said to Shimei, You have knowledge of all the evil which you did to David
my father; and now the Lord has sent back your evil on yourself. 45 But a
blessing will be on King Solomon, and the kingdom of David will keep its
place before the Lord for ever. 46 So the king gave orders to Benaiah, the
son of Jehoiada; and he went out and, falling on him, put him to death. And
Solomon's authority over the kingdomwas complete.

3
1 Solomon became the son-in-law of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took

Pharaoh's daughter as his wife, keeping her in the town of David, till the
house he was building for himself, and the house of the Lord and the wall
round Jerusalem, were complete. 2But all this time the people weremaking
their offerings in the high places, because no house had been put up to the
name of the Lord till those days. 3 And Solomon, in his love for the Lord,
kept the laws of David his father; but he made offerings and let them go
up in smoke on the high places. 4And the king went to Gibeon to make an
offering there, because that was the chief high place: it was Solomon's way
tomake a thousand burned offerings on that altar. 5 In Gibeon, Solomonhad
a vision of the Lord in a dream by night; and God said to him, Say what I am
to give you. 6AndSolomon said, Greatwas yourmercy toDavidmy father, as
his life before you was true and upright and his heart was true to you; and
you have kept for him this greatest mercy, a son to take his place this day.
7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in the place
of David my father; and I am only a young boy, with no knowledge of how
to go out or come in. 8And your servant has round him the people of your
selection, a people so great that theymay not be numbered, and no account
of them may be given. 9 Give your servant, then, a wise heart for judging
your people, able to see what is good and what evil; for who is able to be
the judge of this great people? 10Now these words and Solomon's request
were pleasing to the Lord. 11 And God said to him, Because your request
is for this thing, and not for long life for yourself or for wealth or for the
destruction of your haters, but for wisdom to be a judge of causes; 12 I have
done as you said: I have given you a wise and far-seeing heart, so that there
hasnever beenyour equal in thepast, andneverwill there be any like you in
the future. 13And with this I have given you what youmade no request for:
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wealth and honour, so that no king was ever your equal. 14And if you go on
in my ways, keeping my laws andmy orders as your father David did, I will
give you a long life. 15 And Solomon, awakening, saw that it was a dream;
then he came to Jerusalem, where he went before the ark of the agreement
of the Lord, offering burned offerings and peace-offerings; and he made a
feast for all his servants. 16 Then two loose women of the town came and
took their places before the king; 17And one of them said, O my lord, I and
this woman are living in the same house; and I gave birth to a child by her
side in the house. 18And three days after the birth of my child, this woman
had a child: wewere together, no other-personwaswith us in the house but
we twoonly. 19 In the night, thiswoman, sleeping onher child, was the cause
of its death. 20 And she got up in the middle of the night and took my son
from my side while your servant was sleeping; and she took it in her arms
and put her dead child inmy arms. 21Andwhen I got up to givemy child the
breast, I saw that it was dead; but in the morning, looking at it with care, I
saw that it was not my son. 22And the other woman said, No; but the living
child is my son and the dead one yours. But the first said, No; the dead child
is your son and the living onemine. So they kept on talking before the king.
23 Then the king said, One says, The living child is my son, and yours is the
dead: and the other says, Not so; but your son is the dead one and mine is
the living. 24 Then he said, Get me a sword. So they went and put a sword
before the king. 25And the king said, Let the living child be cut in two and
one half given to onewoman and one to the other. 26Then themother of the
living child came forward, for her heart went out to her son, and she said,
O my lord, give her the child; do not on any account put it to death. But the
other woman said, It will not be mine or yours; let it be cut in two. 27 Then
the kingmade answer and said, Give her the child, anddonot put it to death;
she is themother of it. 28Andnews of this decisionwhich the king hadmade
went through all Israel; and they had fear of the king, for they saw that the
wisdom of God was in him to give decisions.

4
1Now Solomon was king over all Israel. 2And these were his chief men:

Azariah, the son of Zadok, was the priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons
of Shisha, were scribes; Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder;
4 Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was head of the army; Zadok and Abiathar
were priests; 5 Azariah, the son of Nathan, was over those in authority in
the different divisions of the country; Zabud, the son of Nathan, was priest
and theking's friend; 6Ahisharwascontrollerof theking'shouse; Adoniram,
the son of Abda, was overseer of the forcedwork. 7And Solomon put twelve
overseers over all Israel, to be responsible for the stores needed for the king
and those of his house; every man was responsible for one month in the
year. 8 And these are their names: ... the son of Hur in the hill country of
Ephraim; 9 ... the sonofDeker inMakazandShaalbimandBeth-shemeshand
Elonbeth-hanan; 10 ... the son of Hesed in Arubboth; Socoh and all the land
of Hepher were under his control; 11 ... the son of Abinadab in all Naphath-
dor; his wife was Taphath, the daughter of Solomon. 12 Baana, the son of
Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean which is by the side
of Zarethan, under Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, as far as the
far side of Jokmeam; 13 ... the son of Geber in Ramoth-gilead; he had the
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towns of Jair, the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and the country of
Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great towns with walls and locks of brass.
14Ahinadab, the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15Ahimaaz in Naphtali; he took
Basemath, the daughter of Solomon, as his wife; 16Baana, the son of Hushai,
in Asher andAloth; 17 Jehoshaphat, the son of Paruah, in Issachar; 18Shimei,
the son of Ela, in Benjamin; 19 Geber, the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead,
the country of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan; and one
overseer had authority over all the overseerswhowere in the land. 20 Judah
and Israel were as great in number as the sand by the seaside, and they took
their food and drinkwith joy in their hearts. 21And Solomonwas ruler over
all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines, and as far
as the edge of Egypt; men gave him offerings and were his servants all the
days of his life. 22And the amount of Solomon's food for one day was thirty
measures of crushed grain and sixty measures of meal; 23 Ten fat oxen and
twenty oxen from the fields, and a hundred sheep, in addition to harts and
gazelles and roes and fat fowls. 24 For he had authority over all the country
on this side of the River, from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings on this side
of the River; and he had peace round him on every side. 25 So Judah and
Israel were living safely, every man under his vine and his fig-tree, from
Dan as far as Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. 26And Solomon had four
thousand boxed-off spaces for horses for his carriages, and twelve thousand
horsemen. 27 And those overseers, every man in his month, saw that food
was produced for Solomon and all his guests, they took care that nothing
was overlooked. 28 And they took grain and dry grass for the horses and
the carriage-horses, to the right place, every man as he was ordered. 29And
God gave Solomon a great store of wisdom and good sense, and a mind of
wide range, as wide as the sand by the seaside. 30 And Solomon's wisdom
was greater than thewisdomof all the people of the East and all thewisdom
of Egypt. 31For hewaswiser than allmen, even thanEthan the Ezrahite, and
Heman and Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and he had a great name
among all the nations round about. 32He was the maker of three thousand
wise sayings, and of songs to the number of a thousand and five. 33Hemade
sayings about all plants, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop hanging
on the wall; and about all beasts and birds and fishes and the small things
of the earth. 34 People came from every nation to give ear to the wisdom of
Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had word of his wisdom.

5
1 Now Hiram, king of Tyre, hearing that Solomon had been made king

in place of his father, sent his servants to him; for Hiram had ever been a
friend to David. 2And Solomon sent back word to Hiram, saying, 3You have
knowledge that Davidmy father was not able to make a house for the name
of the Lord his God, because of the wars which were round him on every
side, till theLordputall thosewhowereagainsthimunderhis feet. 4Butnow
the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; no one is making trouble,
and no evil is taking place. 5And so it is my purpose to make a house for the
name of the Lord my God, as he said to David my father, Your son, whom
I will make king in your place, will be the builder of a house for my name.
6 So now, will you have cedar-trees from Lebanon cut down for me, and my
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servants will be with your servants; and I will give you payment for your
servants at whatever rate you say; for it is common knowledge thatwe have
no such wood-cutters among us as the men of Zidon. 7And these words of
Solomon made Hiram glad, and he said, Nowmay the Lord be praised who
has given to David awise son to be king over this great people. 8ThenHiram
sent to Solomon, saying; Thewords you sent have been given tome: Iwill do
all your desire in the question of cedar-wood and cypress-wood. 9My men
will take themdown fromLebanon to the sea,where Iwill have themcorded
together to go by sea to whatever place you say, and I will have them cut up
there so that you may take them away; as for payment, it will be enough if
you give me food for my people. 10 So Hiram gave Solomon all the cedar-
wood and cypress-wood he had need of; 11And Solomon gaveHiram twenty
thousandmeasures of grain, as food for his people, and twentymeasures of
clear oil; this he did every year. 12Now the Lord had given Solomonwisdom,
as he had said to him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon,
and they made an agreement together. 13 Then King Solomon got together
men for the forcedwork through all Israel, thirty thousandmen in number;
14 And sent them to Lebanon in bands of ten thousand every month: for a
month they were working in Lebanon and for twomonths in their country,
and Adoniramwas in control of them. 15Then he had seventy thousand for
the work of transport, and eighty thousand stone-cutters in the mountains;
16 In addition to the chiefs of the responsiblemen put by Solomon to oversee
thework, three thousandand threehundred inauthorityover theworkmen.
17By the king's orders great stones, stones of high price, were cut out, so that
the base of the housemight bemade of squared stone. 18Solomon's builders
and Hiram's builders did the work of cutting them, and put edges on them,
and got the wood and the stone ready for the building of the house.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel came

out of the landof Egypt, in the fourth year that Solomonwas king of Israel, in
the month Ziv, which is the second month, the building of the Lord's house
was started. 2The house which Solomonmade for the Lord was sixty cubits
long, twenty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 3 The covered way before
the Temple of the house was twenty cubits long, as wide as the house, and
ten cubits wide in front of the house. 4And for the house hemadewindows,
with network across. 5And against thewalls all round, and against thewalls
of the Temple and of the inmost room, he put up wings, with side rooms all
round: 6The lowest line of thembeing five cubitswide, themiddle six cubits
wide and the third seven cubits; for there was a space all round the outside
walls of the house so that the boards supporting the rooms did not have to
be fixed in the walls of the house. 7 (And the stones used in the building of
the house were squared at the place where they were cut out; there was no
sound of hammer or axe or any iron instrument while they were building
the house.) 8 The door to the lowest side rooms was in the right side of the
house; and they went up by twisting steps into the middle rooms, and from
the middle into the third. 9 So he put up the house and made it complete,
roofing it with boards of cedar-wood. 10And he put up the line of side rooms
against the walls of the house, fifteen cubits high, resting against the house
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on boards of cedar-wood. 11 (And the word of the Lord came to Solomon,
saying, 12About this house which you are building: if youwill keepmy laws
and give effect to my decisions and be guided by my rules, I will give effect
to my word which I gave to David your father. 13And I will be ever among
the children of Israel, and will not go away from my people. 14 So Solomon
made the building of the house complete.) 15 The walls of the house were
covered inside with cedar-wood boards; from the floor to the roof of the
house they were covered inside with wood; and the floor was covered with
boards of cypress-wood. 16And at the back of the house a further space of
twenty cubits was shut in with boards of cedar-wood, for the inmost room.
17 And the house, that is, the Temple, in front of the holy place was forty
cubits long. 18 (All the inside of the housewas cedar-wood, ornamentedwith
designs of buds and flowers; no stonework was to be seen inside.) 19 And
he made ready an inmost room in the middle of the house, in which to put
the ark of the agreement of the Lord. 20 And the inmost room was twenty
cubits square and twenty cubits high, plated over with clear gold, and he
made an altar of cedar-wood, plating it with gold. 21 Solomon had all the
inside of the house covered with gold, and he put chains of gold across in
front of the inmost room, which itself was covered with gold. 22 Plates of
gold were put all through the house till it was covered completely (and the
altar in the inmost roomwas all coveredwith gold). 23 In the inmost roomhe
made twowingedbeings of olive-wood, ten cubits high; 24Withoutstretched
wings five cubits wide; the distance from the edge of onewing to the edge of
the other was ten cubits. 25 The two winged ones were ten cubits high, of
the same size and form. 26 The two of them were ten cubits high. 27 These
were placed inside the inner house, their outstretched wings touching the
walls of thehouse, one touchingonewall andone theother,while their other
wings were touching in the middle. 28 These winged ones were plated over
with gold. 29And all the walls of the house inside and out were ornamented
with formsofwingedones andpalm-trees andopenflowers. 30And thefloor
of the house was covered with gold, inside and out. 31 For the way into the
inmost room he made doors of olive-wood, the arch and the door supports
forming a five-sided opening. 32On the olive-wood doors were cut designs
ofwinged ones andpalm-trees and openflowers, all of them,with the doors,
plated with gold. 33Then he made pillars of olive-wood for the way into the
Temple; the pillars were square: 34And two folding doors of cypress-wood,
with two leaves. 35 These were ornamented with designs of winged ones
and palm-trees and open flowers, plated over with gold. 36 And the inner
spacewaswalledwith three lines of squared stones anda lineof cedar-wood
boards. 37 In the fourth year the base of the housewas put in its place, in the
month Ziv. 38And in the eleventh year, in themonth Bul, which is the eighth
month, the building of the housewas complete in every detail, as it had been
designed. So he was seven years building it.

7
1 Solomon was thirteen years building a house for himself till it was

complete. 2 And he made the house of the Woods of Lebanon, which was
a hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high, resting
on four lines of cedar-wood pillars with cedar-wood supports on the pillars.
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3 And it was covered with cedar over the forty-five supports which were
on the pillars, fifteen in a line. 4 There were three lines of window-frames,
window facing window in every line. 5And all the doors and windows had
square frames, with thewindows facing one another in three lines. 6Andhe
made a covered room of pillars, fifty cubits long and thirty cubits wide, and
... with steps before it. 7Thenhemadea covered room forhis high seatwhen
he gave decisions; this was the covered room of judging; it was covered
with cedar-wood from floor to roof. 8And the house for his living-place, the
other open square in the covered room, was made in the same way. And
then he made a house like it for Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon had
taken as his wife. 9 All these buildings were made, inside and out, from
base to crowning stone, and outside to the great walled square, of highly
priced stone, cut to different sizes with cutting-instruments. 10And the base
was of great masses of highly priced stone, some ten cubits and some eight
cubits square. 11Overhead were highly priced stones cut to measure, and
cedar-wood. 12The great outer square all roundwaswalledwith three lines
of squared stones and a line of cedar-wood boards, round about the open
square inside thehouseof theLordand thecoveredroomof theking'shouse.
13Then King Solomon sent and got Hiram from Tyre. 14He was the son of a
widowof the tribe of Naphtali, and his fatherwas aman of Tyre, aworker in
brass; he was full of wisdom and knowledge and an expert worker in brass.
He came toKingSolomonanddidall hiswork forhim. 15He itwaswhomade
the two brass pillars; the first pillar was eighteen cubits high, and a line of
twelve cubits went round it; and the second was the same. 16And he made
the two crowns to be put on the tops of the pillars, of brass made soft in the
fire; the crowns were five cubits high. 17 There were nets of open-work for
the crowns on the tops of the pillars, a net of open-work for one and a net of
open-work for the other. 18And hemade ornaments of apples; and two lines
of apples all round over the network, covering the crowns of the pillars, the
two crowns in the same way. 19 The crowns on the tops of the pillars were
ornamented with a design of flowers, and were four cubits across. 20 And
there were crowns on the two pillars near the round part by the network,
and there were two hundred apples in lines round every crown. 21He put
up the pillars at the doorway of the Temple, naming the one on the right
Jachin, and that on the left Boaz. 22 The tops of the pillars had a design of
flowers; and thework ofmaking the pillars was complete. 23And hemade a
greatmetalwater-vessel ten cubits across fromedge to edge, five cubits high
and thirty cubits round. 24And under the edge of it, circling it all round for
ten cubits, were two lines of flower buds, made together with it from liquid
metal. 25 It was supported on twelve oxen, with their back parts turned to
the middle of it, three of them facing to the north, three to the west, three
to the south, and three to the east; the vessel was resting on top of them.
26 It was as thick as a man's open hand, and was curved like the edge of a
cup, like the flower of a lily: it would take two thousand baths. 27 And he
made ten wheeled bases of brass; every one four cubits long, four cubits
wide, and three cubits high. 28And the bases were made in this way; their
sideswere square, fixed in a framework; 29Andon the square sides between
the frames were lions, oxen, and winged ones; and the same on the frame;
and over and under the lions and the oxen and the winged ones were steps.
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30Every base had fourwheels of brass, turning on brass rods, and their four
angles had angle-plates under them; the angle-plates under the basewere of
metal, and therewere ornaments at the side of every one. 31Themouth of it
inside the angle-plate was one cubit across; it was round like a pillar, a cubit
and a half across; it had designs cut on it; the sides were square, not round.
32The fourwheelswere under the frames, and the rods onwhich thewheels
were fixed were in the base; the wheels were a cubit and a half high. 33The
wheels were made like carriage-wheels, the rods on which they were fixed,
theparts forming their edges, their rods and themiddle points of them,were
all formedout of liquidmetal. 34And therewere four angle-plates at the four
angles of every base, forming part of the structure of the base. 35And at the
top of the base there was a round vessel, half a cubit high; 36 In the spaces
of the flat sides and on the frames of them, hemade designs of winged ones,
lions, and palm-trees, with ornamented edges all round. 37All the ten bases
were made in this way, after the same design, of the same size and form.
38And hemade ten brass washing-vessels, everyone taking forty baths, and
measuring four cubits; one vessel was placed on every one of the ten bases.
39 And he put the bases by the house, five on the right side and five on the
left; and he put the great water-vessel on the right side of the house, to the
east, facing south. 40And Hiram made the pots and spades and the basins.
So Hiram came to the end of all the work he did for King Solomon in the
house of the Lord: 41 The two pillars and the two cups of the crowns which
were on the tops of the two pillars; and the network covering the two cups
of the crowns on the tops of the pillars, 42And the four hundred apples for
the network, two lines of apples for every network, covering the two cups of
the crowns on the pillars; 43And the ten bases, with the ten washing-vessels
on them; 44And the greatwater-vessel, with the twelve oxen under it; 45And
the pots and the spades and the basins; all the vessels which Hiram made
for King Solomon, for the house of the Lord, were of polished brass. 46He
made them of liquid metal in the lowland of Jordan, at the way across the
river, at Adama, between Succoth and Zarethan. 47 The weight of all these
vessels was notmeasured, because therewas such a number of them; it was
not possible to get theweight of the brass. 48And Solomonhad all the vessels
made for use in the house of the Lord: the altar of gold and the gold table on
which the holy bread was placed; 49And the supports for the lights, five on
the right side and five on the left before the inmost room, of clear gold; and
the flowers and the lights and all the instruments of gold; 50 And the cups
and the scissors and the basins and the spoons and the fire-trays, all of gold;
and the pins on which the doors were turned, the doors of the inner house,
the most holy place, and the doors of the Temple, all of gold. 51 So all the
work King Solomon had done in the house of the Lord was complete. Then
Solomon took the holy things which David his father had given, the silver
and thegoldandall thevessels, andput themin the store-housesof thehouse
of the Lord.

8
1Then Solomon sent for all the responsiblemenof Israel, and all the chiefs

of the tribes, and the heads of families of the children of Israel, to come to
him in Jerusalem to take the ark of the Lord's agreement up out of the town
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of David, which is Zion. 2 And all the men of Israel came together to King
Solomonat the feast, in themonthEthanim, the seventhmonth. 3Andall the
responsible men of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4They took
up thearkof theLord, and theTent ofmeeting, andall theholy vesselswhich
were in the Tent; all these the priests and the Levites took up. 5 And King
Solomon and all the men of Israel who had come together there, were with
him before the ark, making offerings of sheep and oxen more than might
be numbered. 6 And the priests took the ark of the agreement of the Lord
and put it in its place in the inner room of the house, in the most holy place,
under the wings of the winged ones. 7 For their wings were outstretched
over the place where the ark was, covering the ark and its rods. 8 The rods
were so long that their ends were seen from the holy place, in front of the
inmost room; but they were not seen from outside: and there they are to
this day. 9There was nothing in the ark but the two flat stones which Moses
put there at Horeb, where the Lordmade an agreementwith the children of
Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt. 10Nowwhen the priests had
come out of the holy place, the house of the Lord was full of the cloud, 11 So
that the priestswerenot able to keep their places to do theirworkbecause of
the cloud, for the house of the Lord was full of the glory of the Lord. 12Then
Solomonsaid,OLord, to the sunyouhavegiven theheaven fora living-place,
but your living-placewasnot seenbymen; 13So I havemade for you a living-
place, a house in which you may be for ever present. 14 Then, turning his
face about, the king gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and they were
all on their feet together. 15 And he said, Praise be to the Lord, the God of
Israel, who himself gave his word to David my father, and with his strong
hand has made his word come true, saying, 16From the day when I tookmy
people Israel out of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has beenmarked
out by me for the building of a house for the resting-place of my name; but
I made selection of David to be king over my people Israel. 17Now it was in
the heart of David my father to put up a house for the name of the Lord, the
God of Israel. 18 But the Lord said to David my father, You did well to have
in your heart the desire to make a house for my name; 19 But you yourself
will not be the builder ofmy house; but your son, the offspring of your body,
he it is who will put up a house for my name. 20And the Lord has made his
word come true; for I have taken my father David's place on the seat of the
kingdom of Israel, as the Lord gave his word; and I have made a house for
the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 21 In it I have made a place for the
ark, inwhich is the agreementwhich the Lordmadewith our fathers, when
he took them out of the land of Egypt. 22Then Solomon took his place before
the altar of the Lord, all the men of Israel being present, and stretching out
his hands to heaven, 23 Said, O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like
you in heaven or on the earth; keeping faith andmercy unchanging for your
servants, while they go in your ways with all their hearts. 24And you have
kept the word which you gave to your servant David, my father; with your
mouth you said it and with your hand you have made it come true this day.
25So now, O Lord, the God of Israel, let your word to your servant David, my
father, come true, when you said, You will never be without a man to take
his place on the seat of the kingdomof Israel beforeme, if only your children
give attention to their ways, walking beforeme as you have done. 26So now,
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OGodof Israel, it ismyprayer thatyouwillmakeyourwordcome truewhich
you said to your servant David, my father. 27 But is it truly possible that
God may be housed on earth? see, heaven and the heaven of heavens are
not wide enough to be your resting-place; how much less this house which
I have made! 28 Still, let your heart be turned to the prayer of your servant,
O Lord God, and to his prayer for grace; give ear to the cry and the prayer
which your servant sends up to you this day; 29That your eyes may be open
to this house night and day, to this place of which you have said, My name
will be there; hearing the prayer which your servant may make, turning to
this place. 30Give ear to the prayers of your servant, and the prayers of your
people Israel,when theymake their prayers, turning to this place; give ear in
heaven your living-place, and hearing, have mercy. 31 If a man does wrong
to his neighbour, and has to take an oath, and comes before your altar to
take his oath in this house: 32 Then let your ear be open in heaven, and be
the judge of your servants, giving your decision against the wrongdoer, so
that punishment for his sins may come on his head; and, by your decision,
keeping from evil him who has done no wrong. 33When your people Israel
are overcome in war, because of their sin against you; if they are turned
to you again, honouring your name, making prayers to you and requesting
your grace in this house: 34 Then give ear in heaven, and let the sin of your
people Israelhave forgiveness, and take thembackagain into the landwhich
you gave to their fathers. 35When heaven is shut up and there is no rain,
because of their sin against you; if theymakeprayerswith their faces turned
to this place, honouring your name and turning away from their sin when
you send trouble on them: 36Then give ear in heaven, so that the sin of your
servants, and of your people Israel, may have forgiveness, when you make
clear to them the good way in which they are to go; and send rain on your
landwhich you have given to your people for their heritage. 37 If there is no
food in the land, or if there is disease, or if the fruits of the earth aredamaged
through heat or water, locust or worm; if their towns are shut in by their
attackers; whatever trouble, whatever disease there may be: 38Whatever
prayer or request for your grace is made by any man, or by all your people
Israel, whatever his trouble may be, whose hands are stretched out to this
house: 39Give ear in heaven your living-place, acting in mercy; and give to
every man whose secret heart is open to you, the reward of all his ways;
for you, and you only, have knowledge of the hearts of all the children of
men: 40 So that they may give you worship all the days of their life in the
land which you gave to our fathers. 41 And as for the man from a strange
land, who is not of your people Israel; when he comes from a far country
because of the glory of your name: 42 (For they will have news of your great
name and your strong hand and your out-stretched arm;) when he comes
to make his prayer, turning to this house: 43Give ear in heaven your living-
place, and give him his desire, whatever it may be; so that all the peoples of
the earth may have knowledge of your name, worshipping you as do your
people Israel, and that they may see that this house which I have put up
is truly named by your name. 44 If your people go out to war against their
attackers, bywhateverway youmay send them, if theymake their prayer to
the Lord, turning their faces to this town of yours and to this house which I
havemade for your name: 45Give ear in heaven to their prayer and their cry
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for grace, and see right done to them. 46 If they dowrong against you, (for no
man is without sin,) and you are angry with them and give them up into the
power of those who are fighting against them, so that they take them away
as prisoners into a strange land, far offornear; 47And if they take thought, in
the landwhere they are prisoners, and are turned again to you, crying out in
prayer to you in that land, and saying,We are sinners, we have donewrong,
we have done evil; 48And with all their heart and soul are turned again to
you, in the land of those who took them prisoners, andmake their prayer to
you, turning their eyes to this land which you gave to their fathers, and to
the town which you took for yourself, and the house which I made for your
name: 49Then give ear to their prayer and to their cry in heaven your living-
place, and see right done to them; 50Answering with forgiveness the people
whohavedonewrongagainst you, andoverlooking the evilwhich theyhave
doneagainst you; let thosewhomade themprisoners bemovedwithpity for
them, and have pity on them; 51For they are your people and your heritage,
which you took out of Egypt, out of the iron fireplace; 52 Let your eyes be
open to your servant's prayer for grace and to the prayer of your people
Israel, hearing them when their cry comes to you. 53 For you made them
separate from all the peoples of the earth, to be your heritage, as you said
byMoses your servant, when you took our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God.
54ThenSolomon, aftermaking all these prayers and requests for grace to the
Lord, got up fromhis knees before the altar of theLord,wherehis handshad
been stretched out in prayer to heaven; 55And, getting on his feet, he gave a
blessing to all the men of Israel, saying with a loud voice, 56 Praise be to the
Lordwho has given rest to his people Israel, as he gave them his word to do;
every word of all his oath, which he gave by the hand of Moses his servant,
has come true. 57Nowmay the Lord our God be with us as he was with our
fathers; let himnever go away fromus or give us up; 58Turning our hearts to
himself, guiding us to go in all his ways, to keep his orders and his laws and
his decisions, which he gave to our fathers. 59Andmay these mywords, the
words of my prayer to the Lord, be before the Lord our God day and night,
so that he may see right done to his servant and to his people Israel, day by
day as we have need. 60 So that all the peoples of the earth may see that the
Lord is God, and there is no other. 61 Then let your hearts be without sin
before theLordourGod,walking inhis lawsandkeepinghis orders as at this
day. 62Now the king, and all Israel with him, were making offerings before
the Lord. 63And Solomon gave to the Lord for peace-offerings, twenty-two
thousand oxen and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and
all the children of Israel kept the feast of the opening of the Lord's house.
64 The same day the king made holy the middle of the open square in front
of the house of the Lord, offering there the burned offering and the meal
offering and the fat of the peace-offerings; for there was not room on the
brass altar of the Lord for the burned offerings and the meal offerings and
the fat of the peace-offerings. 65 So Solomon and all Israel with him, a very
greatmeeting, (for the people had come together from theway into Hamath
to the river of Egypt,) kept the feast at that time before the Lord our God, for
two weeks, even fourteen days. 66And on the eighth day he sent the people
away, and, blessing the king, they went to their tents full of joy and glad in
their hearts, because of all the good which the Lord had done to David his
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servant and to Israel his people.

9
1Now when Solomon came to the end of building the house of the Lord

and the king's house, and all Solomon's desires, which he had in mind were
effected; 2The Lord came to him again in a vision, as he had done at Gibeon;
3 And the Lord said to him, Your prayers and your requests for grace have
come to my ears: I have made holy this house which you have made, and
I have put my name there for ever; my eyes and my heart will be there at
all times. 4As for you, if you will go on your way before me, as David your
father did, uprightly and with a true heart, doing what I have given you
orders to do, keeping my laws andmy decisions; 5Then I will make the seat
of your rule over Israel certain for ever, as I gave my word to David your
father, saying, You will never be without a man to be king in Israel. 6 But
if you are turned from my ways, you or your children, and do not keep my
ordersandmy lawswhich Ihaveputbeforeyou, but goandmakeyourselves
servants to other gods and give them worship: 7 Then I will have Israel cut
off from the land which I have given them; and this house, which I have
made holy for myself, I will put away from before my eyes; and Israel will
be a public example, and a word of shame among all peoples. 8 And this
housewill becomeamass of brokenwalls, and everyonewho goes bywill be
overcome with wonder at it and make whistling sounds; and they will say,
Why has the Lord done so to this land and to this house? 9And their answer
will be, Because they were turned away from the Lord their God, who took
their fathers out of the land of Egypt; they took for themselves other gods
and gave themworship and became their servants: that is why the Lord has
sent all this evil on them. 10Now at the end of twenty years, in which time
Solomon had put up the two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's
house, 11 (Hiram, king of Tyre, had given Solomon cedar-trees and cypress-
trees andgold, asmuchashehadneedof,) King SolomongaveHiram twenty
towns in the land of Galilee. 12 But when Hiram came from Tyre to see the
towns which Solomon had given him, he was not pleased with them. 13And
he said,What sort of towns are thesewhich you have givenme,my brother?
So theywerenamed the landof Cabul, to this day. 14AndHiramsent the king
a hundred and twenty talents of gold. 15Now, this was the way of Solomon's
system of forced work for the building of the Lord's house and of the king's
house, and the Millo and the wall of Jerusalem and Megiddo and Gezer. ...
16Pharaoh, king of Egypt, came and tookGezer, burning it down and putting
to death the Canaanites living in the town, and he gave it for a bride-offering
to his daughter, Solomon's wife. ... 17 ... and Solomon was the builder of
Gezer and Beth-horon the lower, 18 And Baalath and Tamar in the waste
land, in that land; 19And all the store-towns and the towns which Solomon
had forhiswar-carriages and forhis horsemen, andeverythingwhich itwas
his pleasure to put up in Jerusalemand in Lebanon and in all the land under
his rule. 20 As for the rest of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, whowere not children of Israel; 21Their children
who were still in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not been
able to put to complete destruction, them did Solomon put to forced work,
to this day. 22But Solomon did not put the children of Israel to forced work;
theywere themen of war, his servants, his captains, and his chiefs, captains
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of his war-carriages and of his horsemen. 23 These were the chiefs of the
overseers of Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, in authority over the
people who did the work. 24At that time Solomonmade Pharaoh's daughter
come up from the town of David to the house which he had made for her:
then he made the Millo. 25 Three times in the year it was Solomon's way to
give burned offerings and peace-offerings on the altar he had made to the
Lord, causing his fire-offering to go up on the altar before the Lord. 26And
King Solomonmade a sea-force of ships in Ezion-geber, by Eloth, on the Red
Sea, in the land of Edom. 27Hiram sent his servants, who were experienced
seamen, in the sea-force with Solomon's men. 28 And they came to Ophir,
where they got four hundred and twenty talents of gold, and took it back to
King Solomon.

10
1Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to put

his wisdom to the test with hard questions. 2 And she came to Jerusalem
with a very great train, with camels weighted down with spices, and stores
of gold and jewels: and when she came to Solomon she had talk with him
of everything in her mind. 3 And Solomon gave her answers to all her
questions; there was no secret which the king did not make clear to her.
4Andwhen the queen of Sheba had seen all thewisdomof Solomon, and the
house which he had made, 5 And the food at his table, and all his servants
seated there, and those who were waiting on him in their places, and their
robes, and his wine-servants, and the burned offerings which he made in
the house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her. 6And she said to the
king, The account which was given to me in my country of your acts and
your wisdom was true. 7 But I had no faith in what was said about you,
till I came and saw for myself; and now I see that it was not half the story;
yourwisdom and yourwealth aremuch greater than they said. 8Happy are
your wives, happy are these your servants whose place is ever before you,
hearing your words of wisdom. 9May the Lord your God be praised, whose
pleasure it was to put you on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; because the
Lord's love for Israel is eternal, he has made you king, to be their judge in
righteousness. 10 And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of
gold, and a great store of spices and jewels: never again was such a wealth
of spices seen as that which the queen of Sheba gave King Solomon. 11And
the sea-force ofHiram, in addition to gold fromOphir, came backwithmuch
sandal-wood and jewels. 12And from the sandal-wood the kingmade pillars
for the house of the Lord, and for the king's house, and instruments ofmusic
for themakers ofmelody: never has such sandal-woodbeen seen to this day.
13And King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she
made request for, in addition to what he gave her freely from the impulse
of his heart. So she went back to her country, she and her servants. 14Now
the weight of gold which came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and
sixty-six talents; 15 In addition to what came to him from the business of the
traders, and from all the kings of the Arabians, and from the rulers of the
country. 16AndSolomonmade twohundredbody-covers ofhammeredgold,
every one having six hundred shekels of gold in it. 17 And he made three
hundred smaller body-covers of hammered gold, with three pounds of gold
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in every cover: and the king put them in the house of theWoods of Lebanon.
18Then the king made a great ivory seat, plated with the best gold. 19There
were six steps going up to it, and the top of it was round at the back, there
were arms on the two sides of the seat, and two lions by the side of the arms;
20And twelve lions were placed on the one side and on the other side on the
six steps: therewas nothing like it in any kingdom. 21Andall King Solomon's
drinking-vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the Woods
of Lebanon were of the best gold; not one was of silver, for no one gave a
thought to silver in the days of King Solomon. 22 For the king had Tarshish-
ships at sea with the ships of Hiram; once every three years the Tarshish-
ships camewithgoldandsilverand ivoryandmonkeysandpeacocks. 23And
King Solomon was greater than all the kings of the earth in wealth and in
wisdom. 24And fromall over the earth they came to see Solomon and to give
ear tohiswisdom,whichGodhadput inhis heart. 25Andeveryone tookwith
him an offering, vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and robes, and coats
of metal, and spices, and horses, and beasts of transport, regularly year by
year. 26And Solomon got together war-carriages and horsemen; he had one
thousand, four hundred carriages and twelve thousand horsemen, whom
he kept, some in the carriage-towns and some with the king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem and cedars
like the sycamore-trees of the lowlands in number. 28And Solomon's horses
came from Egypt and from Kue; the king's traders got them at a price from
Kue. 29 A war-carriage might be got from Egypt for six hundred shekels of
silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty; they got themat the same rate for
all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram.

11
1Now a number of strange womenwere loved by Solomon, women of the

Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 2 The nations of
which the Lord had said to the children of Israel, You are not to take wives
from them and they are not to take wives from you; or they will certainly
make you go after their gods: to these Solomonwas united in love. 3He had
seven hundred wives, daughters of kings, and three hundred other wives;
and through his wives his heart was turned away. 4 For it came about that
when Solomon was old, his heart was turned away to other gods by his
wives; and his heart was no longer true to the Lord his God as the heart of
his father David had been. 5For Solomonwent after Ashtoreth, the goddess
of the Zidonians, and Milcom, the disgusting god of the Ammonites. 6 And
Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord, notwalking in the Lord's wayswith
all his heart as David his father did. 7 Then Solomon put up a high place
for Chemosh, the disgusting god ofMoab, in themountain before Jerusalem,
and for Molech, the disgusting god worshipped by the children of Ammon.
8And so he did for all his strange wives, who made offerings with burning
of perfumes to their gods. 9And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because
his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had twice
come to him in a vision; 10And had given him orders about this very thing,
that he was not to go after other gods; but he did not keep the orders of
the Lord. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon, Because you have done this, and
have not kept my agreement and my laws, which I gave you, I will take the
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kingdomaway fromyou by force andwill give it to your servant. 12 I will not
do it in your life-time, because of your father David, but I will take it from
your son. 13 Still I will not take all the kingdom from him; but I will give one
tribe to your son, because of my servant David, and because of Jerusalem,
the town of my selection. 14 So the Lord sent Hadad the Edomite to make
trouble for Solomon: he was of the king's seed in Edom. 15And when David
had sent destruction on Edom, and Joab, the captain of the army, had gone
to put the dead into the earth, and had put to death every male in Edom;
16 (For Joab and all Israel were there sixmonths till everymale in Edomhad
been cut off;) 17Hadad, being still a young boy, went in flight to Egypt, with
certain Edomites, servants of his father; 18 And they went on from Midian
and came to Paran; and, taking men from Paran with them, they came to
Egypt, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who gave him a house and gave orders for
his food and gave him land. 19 Now Hadad was very pleasing to Pharaoh,
so that he gave him the sister of his wife, Tahpenes the queen, for his wife.
20And the sister of Tahpenes had a son by him, Genubath, whom Tahpenes
took care of inPharaoh's house; andGenubathwas living inPharaoh's house
among Pharaoh's sons. 21Now when Hadad had news in Egypt that David
had been put to rest with his fathers, and that Joab, the captain of the army,
was dead, he said to Pharaoh, Send me back to my country. 22But Pharaoh
said to him,What have you been short of while you have beenwithme, that
you are desiring to go back to your country? And he said, Nothing; but even
so, send me back. 23 And God sent another trouble-maker, Rezon, the son
of Eliada, who had gone in flight from his lord, Hadadezer, king of Zobah:
24He got somemen together andmade himself captain of a band of outlaws;
and went to Damascus and became king there. 25He was a trouble to Israel
all through the days of Solomon. And this is the damage Hadad did: he was
cruel to Israel while he was ruler over Edom. 26 And there was Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose
mother was Zeruah, a widow; and his hand was lifted up against the king.
27The way in which his hand came to be lifted up against the king was this:
Solomon was building the Millo and making good the damaged parts of the
townof his fatherDavid; 28And Jeroboamwas an able and responsibleman;
and Solomon saw that he was a good worker and made him overseer of all
the work given to the sons of Joseph. 29Now at that time, when Jeroboam
was going out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite came across
him on the road; now Ahijah had put on a new robe; and the two of them
were by themselves in the open country. 30 And Ahijah took his new robe
in his hands, parting it violently into twelve. 31 And he said to Jeroboam,
Take ten of the parts, for this is what the Lord has said: See, I will take the
kingdomaway fromSolomonby force, andwill give ten tribes to you; 32 (But
one tribewill behis, because ofmy servantDavid, andbecause of Jerusalem,
the townwhich, out of all the tribes of Israel, I have mademine,) 33Because
they are turned away from me to the worship of Ashtoreth, the goddess of
the Zidonians, and Chemosh, the god of Moab, and Milcom, the god of the
Ammonites; theyhavenot beenwalking inmyways or doingwhat is right in
my eyes or keepingmy laws andmy decisions as his father David did. 34But
I will not take the kingdom fromhim; I will let him be king all the days of his
life, because of David my servant, in whom I took delight because he kept
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myorders andmy laws. 35But I will take the kingdom fromhis son, and give
it to you. 36 And one tribe I will give to his son, so that David my servant
may have a light for ever burning beforeme in Jerusalem, the townwhich I
have made mine to put my name there. 37And you I will take, and you will
be king over Israel, ruling over whatever is the desire of your soul. 38And
if you give attention to the orders I give you, walking in my ways and doing
what is right in my eyes and keeping my laws and my orders as David my
servant did; then I will be with you, building up for you a safe house, as I
did for David, and I will give Israel to you. 39 (So that I may send trouble for
this on the seed of David, but not for ever.) 40And Solomon was looking for
a chance to put Jeroboam to death; but hewent in flight to Egypt, to Shishak,
king of Egypt, and was in Egypt till the death of Solomon. 41Now the rest of
the acts of Solomon, and all he did, and his wisdom, are they not recorded
in the book of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the time Solomon was king in
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 43And Solomon went to rest with
his fathers, and was put into the earth in the town of David his father: and
Solomonwent to restwith his fathers andRehoboamhis son became king in
his place.

12
1And Rehoboamwent to Shechem, where all Israel had come together to

make him king, 2 And, hearing of it, Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who was
still in Egypt, where he had gone in flight from Solomon, and was living
there, came back to his town Zeredah, in the hill-country of Ephraim; 3And
all the men of Israel came to Rehoboam and said, 4 Your father put a hard
yoke on us: if you will make the conditions under which your father kept
us down less cruel, and the weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then
we will be your servants. 5 And he said to them, Go away for three days
and then come back to me again. So the people went away. 6 Then King
Rehoboam took the opinion of the old men who had been with Solomon his
father when he was living, and said, In your opinion, what answer am I to
give to this people? 7 And they said to him, If you will be a servant to this
people today, caring for them and giving them a gentle answer, then they
will be your servants for ever. 8 But he gave no attention to the opinion of
the oldmen, andwent to the youngmen of his generationwhowerewaiting
before him: 9And said to them,What is your opinion? What answer are we
to give to this people who have said to me, Make less the weight of the yoke
which your father put on us? 10And the youngmen of his generation said to
him, This is the answer to give to the people who came to you saying, Your
father put a hard yoke on us; will you make it less? say to them, My little
finger is thicker than my father's body; 11 If my father put a hard yoke on
you, I will make it harder: my father gave you punishment with whips, but
I will give you blows with snakes. 12 So all the people came to Rehoboam
on the third day, as the king had given orders, saying, Come back to me the
third day. 13And the king gave them a rough answer, giving no attention to
the suggestion of the oldmen; 14But giving them the answer put forward by
the young men, saying, My father made your yoke hard, but I will make it
harder; my father gave you punishment with whips, but I will give it with
snakes. 15 So the king did not give ear to the people; and this came about by
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the purpose of the Lord, so that what he had said by Ahijah the Shilonite to
Jeroboam, son of Nebat, might be effected. 16And when all Israel saw that
the king would give no attention to them, the people in answer said to the
king, What part have we in David? what is our heritage in the son of Jesse?
to your tents, O Israel; now see to your people, David. So Israel went away
to their tents. 17 (But Rehoboam was still king over those of the children of
Israel who were living in the towns of Judah.) 18 Then King Rehoboam sent
Adoniram, the overseer of the forced work; and he was stoned to death by
all Israel. And King Rehoboam went quickly and got into his carriage to go
in flight to Jerusalem. 19So Israel was turned away from the family of David
to this day. 20Now when all Israel had news that Jeroboam had come back,
they sent for him to come before the meeting of the people, and made him
king over Israel: not one of themwas joined to the family of David but only
the tribe of Judah. 21WhenRehoboamcame to Jerusalem, he got together all
themen of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thousand
of his best fighting-men, to make war against Israel and get the kingdom
back for Rehoboam, the son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came to
Shemaiah, the man of God, saying, 23 Say to Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
king of Judah, and to all the men of Judah and Benjamin and the rest of the
people: 24The Lord has said, You are not to go to war against your brothers,
the children of Israel; go back, every man to his house, because this thing
is my purpose. So they gave ear to the word of the Lord, and went back,
as the Lord had said. 25 Then Jeroboam made the town of Shechem in the
hill-country of Ephraim a strong place, andwas living there; and from there
he went out and did the same to Penuel. 26And Jeroboam said in his heart,
Now the kingdom will go back to the family of David: 27 If the people go up
to make offerings in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, their heart will be
turned again to their lord, to Rehoboam, king of Judah; and theywill putme
to death and go back to Rehoboam, king of Judah. 28 So after taking thought
the king made two oxen of gold; and he said to the people, You have been
going up to Jerusalem long enough; see! these are your gods, O Israel, who
tookyouout of the landofEgypt. 29Andheput one inBeth-el and theother in
Dan. 30And this becamea sin in Israel; for thepeoplewent to giveworship to
the oneatBeth-el, and to theother atDan. 31Andhemadeplaces forworship
at the high places, and made priests, who were not Levites, from among all
the people. 32And Jeroboam gave orders for a feast in the eighth month, on
the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is kept in Judah, and he
went up to the altar. And in the sameway, in Beth-el, he gave offerings to the
oxenwhich he hadmade, placing in Beth-el the priests of the high places he
hadmade. 33Hewent up to the altar he hadmade in Beth-el on the fifteenth
day of the eighthmonth, themonthfixed byhimat his pleasure; andhe gave
orders for a feast for the people of Israel, andwent up to the altar, and there
hemade the smoke of his offerings go up.

13
1Then a man of God came from Judah by the order of the Lord to Beth-el,

where Jeroboam was by the altar, burning offerings. 2And by the order of
the Lord he made an outcry against the altar, saying, O altar, altar, the Lord
has said, From the seed of Davidwill come a child, named Josiah, and on you
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hewill put to death the priests of the high places, who are burning offerings
onyou, andmen's boneswill be burnedonyou. 3The samedayhe gave them
a sign, saying, This is the signwhich the Lord has given: See, the altarwill be
broken and the burned waste on it overturned. 4Then the king, hearing the
man of God crying out against the altar at Beth-el, put out his hand from the
altar, saying, Take him prisoner. And his hand, stretched out against him,
became dead, and he had no power of pulling it back. 5 And the altar was
broken and the burned waste on it overturned; this was the sign which the
man of God had given by theword of the Lord. 6Then the kingmade answer
and said to the man of God, Make a prayer now for the grace of the Lord
your God, and for me, that my hand may be made well. And in answer to
the prayer of theman of God, the king's handwasmadewell again, as it was
before. 7 And the king said to the man of God, Come with me to my house
for food and rest, and I will give you a reward. 8 But the man of God said
to the king, Even if you gave me half of all you have, I would not go in with
you, and Iwould not take food or a drink ofwater in this place; 9For so Iwas
orderedby thewordof theLord,who said, Youarenot to take foodor adrink
ofwater, and you are not to go back theway you came. 10So hewent another
way, and not by theway he came to Beth-el. 11Now therewas an old prophet
living in Beth-el; and one of his sons came and gave himword of all theman
of God had done that day in Beth-el, and they gave their father an account of
the words he had said to the king. 12 Then their father said to them, Which
way did he go? Nowhis sons had seenwhichway theman of Godwho came
from Judah had gone. 13 So the prophet said to his sons, Make ready an ass
for me. So they made an ass ready, and he got on it, 14 And went after the
man of God, and came up with him while he was seated under an oak-tree.
And he said to him, Are you the man of God who came from Judah? And he
said, I am. 15Then he said to him, Come back to the house withme and have
ameal. 16But he said, I may not go backwith you or go into your house; and
I will not take food or a drink of water with you in this place; 17For the Lord
said to me, You are not to take food or water there, or go back again by the
way you came. 18Then he said to him, I am a prophet like you; and an angel
said to me by the word of the Lord, Take him back with you and give him
food andwater. But he said false words to him. 19So hewent backwith him,
and had a meal in his house and a drink of water. 20 But while they were
seated at the table, the word of the Lord came to the prophet who had taken
himback; 21And crying out to themanofGodwho came from Judah, he said,
TheLord says, Becauseyouhavegoneagainst thevoiceof theLord, andhave
not done as you were ordered by the Lord, 22But have come back, and have
taken food and water in this place where he said you were to take no food
or water; your dead body will not be put to rest with your fathers. 23Now
after the meal he made ready the ass for him, for the prophet whom he had
taken back. 24And he went on his way; but on the road a lion came rushing
at him and put him to death; and his dead body was stretched in the road
with the ass by its side, and the lionwas there by the body. 25And somemen,
going by, saw the body stretched out in the roadwith the lion by its side; and
they came and gave news of it in the townwhere the old prophet was living.
26Then the prophet who had made him come back, hearing it, said, It is the
man of God,whowent against theword of the Lord; that iswhy the Lord has
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given him to the lion to bewounded to death, as the Lord said. 27Andhe said
to his sons, Make ready the ass for me. And they did so. 28And he went and
saw the dead body stretched out in the road with the ass and the lion by its
side: the lion had not taken the body for its food or done any damage to the
ass. 29 Then the prophet took up the body of the man of God and put it on
the ass and took it back; and he came to the town to put the body to rest with
weeping. 30Andheput the body in the resting-placemade ready for himself,
weeping and sorrowing over it, saying, O my brother! 31And when he had
put it to rest, he said tohis sons,When I amdead, thenyouare toputmybody
into the earth with the body of this man of God, and put me by his bones so
thatmy bonesmay be kept safe with his bones. 32For the outcry hemade by
theword of the Lord against the altar in Beth-el and against all the houses of
the high places in the towns of Samaria, will certainly come about. 33After
this Jeroboam, not turning back from his evil ways, still made priests for his
altars from among all the people; he made a priest of anyone desiring it, so
that theremight be priests of the high places. 34And this became a sin in the
family of Jeroboam, causing it to be cut off and sent to destruction from the
face of the earth.

14
1At that timeAbijah, the son of Jeroboam, became ill. 2And Jeroboam said

to his wife, Now come, put on different clothing so that youmay not seem to
be the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh; see, Ahijah is there, the prophet
who said I would be king over this people. 3And take with you ten cakes of
bread and dry cakes and a pot of honey, and go to him: hewill give youword
of what is to become of the child. 4So Jeroboam's wife did so, and got up and
went to Shiloh and came to the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah was unable to
see, because he was very old. 5 And the Lord had said to Ahijah, The wife
of Jeroboam is coming to get news from you about her son, who is ill; give
her such and such an answer; for she will make herself seem to be another
woman. 6 Then Ahijah, hearing the sound of her footsteps coming in at the
door, said, Come in, O wife of Jeroboam; why do you make yourself seem
like another? for I am sent to you with bitter news. 7Go, say to Jeroboam,
These are the words of the Lord, the God of Israel: Though I took you from
among the people, lifting you up to be a ruler over my people Israel, 8And
took the kingdom away by force from the seed of David and gave it to you,
you have not been likemy servant David, who keptmy orders, andwas true
to me with all his heart, doing only what was right in my eyes. 9 But you
have done evil more than any before you, and havemade for yourself other
gods, and images of metal, moving me to wrath, and turning your back on
me. 10 So I will send evil on the line of Jeroboam, cutting off from his family
everymale child, those who are shut up and those who go free in Israel; the
family of Jeroboam will be brushed away like a man brushing away waste
till it is all gone. 11 Those of the family of Jeroboam who come to death in
the town, will become food for the dogs; and those onwhomdeath comes in
the open country, will be food for the birds of the air; for the Lord has said it.
12Up, then! goback to yourhouse; and in thehourwhenyour feet go into the
town, the death of the childwill take place. 13And all Israel will put his body
to rest, weeping over him, because he only of the family of Jeroboamwill be
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put into his resting-place in the earth; for of all the family of Jeroboam, in
him only has the Lord, the God of Israel, seen some good. 14 And the Lord
will put up a king over Israel who will send destruction on the family of
Jeroboam in that day; 15And even now the hand of the Lord has come down
on Israel, shaking it likea river-grass in thewater; and, uprooting Israel from
this good land,whichhe gave to their fathers, hewill send them thiswayand
that on the other side of the River; because they have made for themselves
images, moving the Lord to wrath. 16And he will give Israel up because of
the sins which Jeroboam has done and made Israel do. 17 Then Jeroboam's
wife got up and went away and came to Tirzah; and when she came to the
doorway of the house, death came to the child. 18And all Israel put his body
to rest, weeping over him, as the Lord had said by his servant Ahijah the
prophet. 19Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how hemadewar and how
he became king, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel.
20And Jeroboamwas king for twenty-two years, andwas put to rest with his
fathers, and Nadab his son became king in his place. 21And Rehoboam, the
son of Solomon,was king in Judah. Rehoboamwas forty-one years oldwhen
he became king, and hewas king for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the town
which the Lord had made his out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name
there; his mother's namewas Naamah, an Ammonite woman. 22And Judah
did evil in the eyes of the Lord, andmade himmore angry than their fathers
had done by their sins. 23For theymade high places and upright stones and
woodpillars oneveryhighhill andunder every green tree; 24Andmore than
this, there were those in the land who were used for sex purposes in the
worship of the gods, doing the same disgusting crimes as the nations which
the Lord had sent out before the children of Israel. 25Now in the fifth year of
King Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem; 26And
took away all the stored wealth from the house of the Lord, and from the
king's house, and all the gold body-coverswhich Solomonhadmade. 27So in
their place King Rehoboam had other body-covers made of brass, and gave
them into the care of the captains of the armed men who were stationed at
the door of the king's house. 28And whenever the king went into the house
of the Lord, the armedmenwentwith him taking the body-covers, and then
took them back to their room. 29Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and
all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Judah? 30 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their
days. 31And Rehoboam went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the
earthwith his fathers in the town of David; hismother's namewasNaamah,
an Ammonite woman. And Abijam his son became king in his place.

15
1Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Abijam

became king over Judah. 2 For three years he was king in Jerusalem: and
his mother's name was Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 3 And he did
the same sins which his father had done before him: his heart was not
completely true to the Lord his God, like the heart of David his father. 4But
because of David, the Lord gave him a light in Jerusalem, making his sons
king after him, so that Jerusalem might be safe; 5 Because David did what
was right in the eyes of the Lord, and never in all his life went against his
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orders, but only in the question of Uriah the Hittite. 6 ... 7 Now the rest
of the acts of Abijam, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and
Jeroboam. 8ThenAbijamwent to restwith his fathers, and they put him into
the earth in the town of David: and Asa his son became king in his place.
9 In the twentieth year that Jeroboam was king of Israel, Asa became king
over Judah. 10Andhewasking for forty-oneyears in Jerusalem; hismother's
name was Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 11Asa did what was right in
the eyes of the Lord, as David his father did. 12Those used for sex purposes
in the worship of the gods he sent out of the country, and he took away all
the images which his fathers hadmade. 13And he would not let Maacah his
mother be queen, because she had made a disgusting image for Asherah;
and Asa had the image cut down and burned by the stream Kidron. 14 The
high places, however, were not taken away: but still the heart of Asa was
true to the Lord all his life. 15He took into the house of the Lord all the things
which his father hadmade holy, and thosewhich he himself hadmade holy,
silver and gold and vessels. 16Now there was war between Asa and Baasha,
king of Israel, all their days. 17And Baasha, king of Israel, went up against
Judah, building Ramah, so that no one was able to go out or in to Asa, king
of Judah. 18 Then Asa took all the silver and gold which was still stored in
the Lord's house, and in the king's house, and sent them, in the care of his
servants, to Ben-hadad, son of Tabrimmon, son of Rezon, king of Aram, at
Damascus, saying, 19Let therebeanagreementbetweenmeandyouas there
was between my father and your father: see, I have sent you an offering of
silver and gold; go and put an end to your agreement with Baasha, king of
Israel, so that he may give up attacking me. 20 So Ben-hadad did as King Asa
said, and sent the captains ofhis armies against the townsof Israel, attacking
Ijon andDanandAbel-beth-maacah, and all Chinneroth as far as all the land
of Naphtali. 21AndBaasha, hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah,
and was living in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa got all Judah together, making
every man come; and they took away the stones and the wood with which
Baasha was building Ramah, and King Asa made use of them for building
Geba in the land of Benjamin, andMizpah. 23Now the rest of the acts of Asa,
and his power, and all he did, and the towns ofwhich hewas the builder, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? But when
hewas old he had a disease of the feet. 24So Asawent to rest with his fathers
andwas put into the earth in the town of David his father: and Jehoshaphat
his son became king in his place. 25 Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, became
king over Israel in the second year that Asa was king of Judah; and he was
king of Israel for two years. 26He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the
evil ways of his father, and the sin which he did and made Israel do. 27And
Baasha, the son of Ahijah, of the family of Issachar, made a secret design
against him, attackinghimatGibbethon, a townof the Philistines; forNadab
and the armies of Israel weremakingwar on Gibbethon. 28 In the third year
of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha put him to death, and became king
in his place. 29And straight awaywhen he became king, he sent destruction
on all the offspring of Jeroboam; there was not one living person of all the
family of Jeroboam whom he did not put to death, so the word of the Lord,
which he said by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite, came about; 30Because of



1 Kings 15:31 376 1 Kings 16:18

the sins which Jeroboam did and made Israel do, moving the Lord, the God
of Israel, to wrath. 31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all he did, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 32 And
there was war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel, all their days. 33 In
the third year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha, the son of Ahijah,
became king over all Israel in Tirzah, and was king for twenty-four years.
34He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the evil ways of Jeroboam and
the sin which hemade Israel do.

16
1And theword of the Lord came to Jehu, son of Hanani, protesting against

Baasha and saying, 2 Because I took you up out of the dust, and made you
ruler over my people Israel; and you have gone in the ways of Jeroboam,
andmademypeople Israel do evil, movingme towrath by their sins; 3Truly,
I will see that Baasha and all his family are completely brushed away; I will
make your family like the family of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. 4 Anyone
of the family of Baasha who comes to death in the town, will become food
for the dogs; and he to whom death comes in the open country, will be food
for the birds of the air. 5 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he
did, and his power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Israel? 6 And Baasha went to rest with his fathers, and was put
into the earth at Tirzah; and Elah his son became king in his place. 7 And
the Lord sent his word against Baasha and his family by the mouth of the
prophet Jehu, the son of Hanani, because of all the evil he did in the eyes
of the Lord, moving him to wrath by the work of his hands, because he was
like the family of Jeroboam, and because he put it to death. 8 In the twenty-
sixth year that Asa was king of Judah, Elah, the son of Baasha, became king
of Israel in Tirzah, and he was king for two years. 9And his servant Zimri,
captain of half his war-carriages, made secret designs against him: now he
was in Tirzah, drinking hard in the house of Arza, controller of the king's
house in Tirzah. 10And Zimri went in and made an attack on him and put
him to death, in the twenty-seventh year that Asa was king of Judah, and
made himself king in his place. 11And straight away when he became king
and took his place on the seat of the kingdom, he put to death all the family
of Baasha: not onemale child of his relations or his friends kept his life. 12So
Zimri put to death all the family of Baasha, so that the word which the Lord
said against himby themouth of Jehu the prophet came about; 13Because of
all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, which they did andmade
Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath by their foolish acts.
14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all he did, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Israel? 15 In the twenty-seventh year of
Asa, king of Judah, Zimri was king for seven days in Tirzah. Now the people
were attacking Gibbethon in the land of the Philistines. 16And news came
to the people in the tents that Zimri had made a secret design and had put
the king to death: so all Israel made Omri, the captain of the army, king that
day in the tents. 17 Then Omri went up from Gibbethon, with all the army
of Israel, and they made an attack on Tirzah, shutting in the town on every
side. 18Andwhen Zimri saw that the townwas taken, hewent into the inner
room of the king's house, and burning the house over his head, came to his



1 Kings 16:19 377 1 Kings 17:11

end, 19Because of his sin in doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, in going in the
way of Jeroboam and in his sin which he made Israel do. 20Now the rest of
the acts of Zimri, and the secret design he made, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 21 Then there was a division
among the people of Israel; half the people were for making Tibni, son of
Ginath, king, and half were supporting Omri. 22But the supporters of Omri
overcame those who were on the side of Tibni, the son of Ginath; and death
came to Tibni and to his brother Joram at that time: and Omri became king
in the place of Tibni. 23 In the thirty-first year of Asa, king of Judah, Omri
became king over Israel, and he was king for twelve years; for six years he
was ruling in Tirzah. 24He got the hill Samaria from Shemer for the price of
two talents of silver, and he made a town there, building it on the hill and
naming it Samaria, after Shemer the owner of the hill. 25And Omri did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, even worse than all those before him, 26Copying all
the evil ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and all the sins he did andmade
Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath by their foolish ways.
27Now the rest of the acts which Omri did, and his great power, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 28 So Omri went
to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth in Samaria; and Ahab
his son became king in his place. 29 In the thirty-eighth year that Asa was
king of Judah, Ahab, the son of Omri, became king over Israel; and Ahab
was king in Samaria for twenty-two years. 30 And Ahab, the son of Omri,
did evil in the eyes of the Lord, even worse than all who went before him.
31And as if copying the evil ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was a small
thing for him, he took as hiswife Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, king of Zidon,
and became a servant and worshipper of Baal. 32And he put up an altar for
Baal in the house of Baal which he hadmade in Samaria. 33And Ahabmade
an image of Asherah and did more than all the kings of Israel before him to
make the Lord, the God of Israel, angry. 34 In his days Hiel made Jericho; he
put its base in position at the price of Abiram, his oldest son, and he put its
doors in place at the price of his youngest son Segub; even as the Lord had
said by Joshua, the son of Nun.

17
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, By the living

Lord, the God of Israel, whose servant I am, there will be no dew or rain in
these years, but only at my word. 2Then the word of the Lord came to him,
saying, 3 Go from here in the direction of the east, and keep yourself in a
secret place by the stream Cherith, east of Jordan. 4The water of the stream
will be your drink, and bymyorders the ravenswill give you food there. 5So
hewent anddid as theLord said, living by the streamCherith, east of Jordan.
6And theravens tookhimbread in themorningandmeat in theevening; and
thewater of the streamwas his drink. 7Nowafter a time the streambecame
dry, because therewas no rain in the land. 8Then theword of the Lord came
to him, saying, 9Up! go now to Zarephath, in Zidon, and make your living-
place there; I havegivenorders toawidowwoman there to see that youhave
food. 10 So he got up and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the door
of the town, he saw a widow woman getting sticks together; and crying out
to her he said,Will you giveme a littlewater in a vessel formy drink? 11And
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when she was going to get it, he said to her, And get me with it a small bit of
bread. 12Then she said, By the life of the Lord your God, I have nothing but
a little meal inmy store, and a drop of oil in the bottle; and now I am getting
two sticks together so that I may go in andmake it ready forme andmy son,
so that wemay have ameal before our death. 13And Elijah said to her, Have
no fear; go and do as you have said, but first make me a little cake of it and
come and give it tome, and thenmake something for yourself and your son.
14For this is theword of the Lord, theGodof Israel: The store ofmealwill not
come to an end, and the bottlewill never bewithout oil, till the daywhen the
Lord sends rain on the earth. 15 So she went and did as Elijah said; and she
and he and her family had food for a long time. 16The store of meal did not
come to an end, and the bottle was never without oil, as the Lord had said
by the mouth of Elijah. 17Now after this, the son of the woman of the house
became ill, so ill that there was no breath in him. 18And she said to Elijah,
Whathave I todowithyou,OmanofGod? haveyoucome toputGod inmind
ofmy sin, and to put my son to death? 19And he said to her, Give your son to
me. And lifting him out of her arms, he took himup to his room and put him
down on his bed. 20And crying to the Lord he said, O LordmyGod, have you
sent evil even on the widow whose guest I am, by causing her son's death?
21And stretching herself out on the child three times, he made his prayer to
the Lord, saying, O Lordmy God, be pleased to let this child's life come back
to him again. 22And the Lord gave ear to the voice of Elijah, and the child's
spirit came into him again, and he came back to life. 23And Elijah took the
child down from his room into the house and gave him to his mother and
said to her, See, your son is living. 24 Then the woman said to Elijah, Now I
am certain that you are aman of God, and that the word of the Lord in your
mouth is true.

18
1Now after a long time, the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third

year, saying, Go and let Ahab see you, so that I may send rain on the earth.
2 So Elijah went to let Ahab see him. Now there was no food to be had in
Samaria. 3 And Ahab sent for Obadiah, the controller of the king's house.
(NowObadiahhad the fearof theLordbeforehimgreatly; 4Forwhen Jezebel
was cutting off the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred of them,
and kept them secretly in a hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave them
bread and water.) 5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, Come, let us go through all
the country, to all the fountains ofwater and all the rivers, and see if there is
any grass to be had for the horses and the transport beasts, so that we may
be able to keep some of the beasts from destruction. 6 So they went through
all the country, covering it between them; Ahab went in one direction by
himself, and Obadiah went in another by himself. 7Andwhile Obadiah was
on his way, he came face to face with Elijah; and seeing who it was, he went
down on his face and said, Is it you, my lord Elijah? 8And Elijah in answer
said, It is I; now go and say to your lord, Elijah is here. 9And he said, What
sin have I done, that you would give up your servant into the hand of Ahab,
and be the cause of my death? 10 By the life of the Lord your God, there is
not a nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent in search of you; and
when they said, He is not here; he made them take an oath that they had
not seen you. 11And now you say, Go, say to your lord, Elijah is here. 12And
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straight away,when I have gone fromyou, the spirit of the Lordwill take you
away, I have no ideawhere, so thatwhen I come and giveword to Ahab, and
he sees you not, he will put me to death: though I, your servant, have been
a worshipper of the Lord from my earliest years. 13 Has my lord not had
word of what I did when Jezebel was putting the Lord's prophets to death?
how I kept a hundred of them in a secret hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and
gave them bread and water? 14And now you say, Go and say to your Lord,
Elijah is here; and he will put me to death. 15And Elijah said, By the life of
the Lord of armies, whose servant I am, I will certainly let him seeme today.
16 So Obadiah went to Ahab and gave him the news; and Ahab went to see
Elijah. 17And when he saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, Is it you, you troubler
of Israel? 18Then he said in answer, I have not been troubling Israel, but you
and your family; because, turning away from the orders of the Lord, you
have gone after the Baals. 19 Now send, and get Israel together before me
at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal who get
their food at Jezebel's table. 20So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and
got the prophets together atMount Carmel. 21AndElijah camenear to all the
people and said, How long will you go on balancing between two opinions?
if the Lord is God, then giveworship to him; but if Baal, giveworship to him.
And the people said not a word in answer. 22Then Elijah said to the people,
I, even I, am the only living prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four
hundred and fiftymen. 23Now, let them give us two oxen; and let them take
one for themselves, and have it cut up, and put it on the wood, but put no
fire under it; I will get the other ox ready, and put it on the wood, and put
no fire under it. 24And do you make prayers to your god, and I will make a
prayer to the Lord: and it will be clear that the one who gives an answer by
fire is God. And all the people in answer said, It is well said. 25 Then Elijah
said to the prophets of Baal, Take one ox for yourselves and get it ready first,
for there aremore of you; andmake your prayers to your god, but put nofire
under. 26So they took theoxwhichwasgiven them, andmade it ready, crying
out to Baal frommorning till the middle of the day, and saying, O Baal, give
ear to us. But there was no voice and no answer. And they were jumping
up and down before the altar they had made. 27 And in the middle of the
day, Elijah made sport of them, saying, Give louder cries, for he is a god; he
may be deep in thought, or hemay have gone away for some purpose, or he
may be on a journey, or by chance he is sleeping and has to bemade awake.
28So they gave loud cries, cutting themselveswith knives and swords, aswas
their way, till the blood came streaming out all over them. 29And from the
middle of theday theywent onwith their prayers till the timeof the offering;
but there was no voice, or any answer, or any who gave attention to them.
30ThenElijah said toall thepeople, Comenear tome; andall thepeople came
near. Andheputupagain thealtar of theLordwhichhadbeenbrokendown.
31AndElijah took twelve stones, thenumberof the tribesof the sonsof Jacob,
to whom the Lord had said, Israel will be your name: 32Andwith the stones
hemadeanaltar to thenameof theLord; andhemadeadeepdrainall round
the altar, great enough to take twomeasures of seed. 33And he put thewood
in order, and, cutting up the ox, put it on the wood. Then he said, Get four
vessels full of water and put it on the burned offering and on thewood. And
he said, Do it a second time, and they did it a second time; 34And he said, Do
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it a third time, and they did it a third time. 35And the water went all round
the altar, till the drain was full. 36Then at the time of the offering, Elijah the
prophet came near and said, O Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Israel, let it be seen this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your
servant, and that I have done all these things by your order. 37Give me an
answer, O Lord, give me an answer, so that this people may see that you are
God, and that you have made their hearts come back again. 38Then the fire
of theLord camedown, burningup the offering and thewoodand the stones
and the dust, anddrinking up thewater in the drain. 39Andwhen the people
saw it, they all went down on their faces, and said, The Lord, he is God, the
Lord, he is God. 40And Elijah said to them, Take the prophets of Baal, let not
one of them get away. So they took them, and Elijah made them go down to
the streamKishon, and put them to death there. 41Then Elijah said to Ahab,
Up! take food and drink, for there is a sound of much rain. 42 So Ahab went
up to have food and drink, while Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and
he went down on the earth, putting his face between his knees. 43 And he
said to his servant, Go now, and take a look in the direction of the sea. And
he went up, and after looking said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again
seven times; and he went seven times. 44And the seventh time he said, I see
a cloud coming up out of the sea, as small as a man's hand. Then he said, Go
up and say to Ahab, Get your carriage ready and go down or the rain will
keep you back. 45And after a very little time, the heaven became black with
clouds andwind, and there was a great rain. And Ahabwent in his carriage
to Jezreel. 46And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he made himself
strong, and went running before Ahab till they came to Jezreel.

19
1 Ahab gave Jezebel news of all Elijah had done, and how he had put all

the prophets to deathwith the sword. 2Then Jezebel sent a servant to Elijah,
saying, May the gods' punishment be on me if I do not make your life like
the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time. 3And he got up, fearing
forhis life, andwent inflight, andcame toBeer-sheba in Judah, parting there
fromhis servant; 4Whilehehimselfwentaday's journey into thewaste land,
and took a seat under a broom-plant, desiring for himself only death; for he
said, It is enough: now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than
my fathers. 5And stretching himself on the earth, hewent to sleep under the
broom-plant; but an angel, touching him, said to him, Get up and have some
food. 6And looking up, he saw by his head a cake cooked on the stones and a
bottle of water. So he took food and drink andwent to sleep again. 7And the
angel of the Lord came again a second time, and touching him said, Get up
and have some food, or the journeywill be overmuch for your strength. 8So
hegotupand took foodanddrink, and in the strengthof that foodhewenton
for fortydays andnights, toHoreb, themountainofGod. 9And therehewent
into a hole in the rock for the night; then the word of the Lord came to him,
saying,What are you doing here, Elijah? 10And he said, I have been burning
for the honour of the Lord, the God of armies; for the children of Israel have
not kept your agreement; they have made destruction of your altars, and
have put your prophets to death with the sword: till I, even I, am the only
one living; and now they are attempting to take away my life. 11 Then he
said, Go out and take your place on the mountain before the Lord. Then the
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Lord went by, and mountains were parted by the force of a great wind, and
rocks were broken before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And
after the wind there was an earth-shock, but the Lord was not in the earth-
shock. 12 And after the earth-shock a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.
And after the fire, the sound of a soft breath. 13And Elijah, hearing it, went
out, covering his face with his robe, and took his place in the opening of the
hole. And there a voice came tohim saying,What are youdoinghere, Elijah?
14 And he said, I have been burning for the honour of the Lord, the God of
armies; for the children of Israel have not kept your agreement; they have
had your altars broken down, and have put your prophets to deathwith the
sword: till I, even I, am the only one living; and now they are attempting to
take awaymy life. 15And the Lord said to him, Go back on yourway through
the waste land to Damascus; and when you come there, put the holy oil on
Hazael to make him king over Aram; 16And on Jehu, son of Nimshi, making
him king over Israel; and on Elisha, the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah, to
be prophet in your place. 17 And it will come about that the man who gets
away safe fromthe swordofHazael, Jehuwill put todeath; andwhoever gets
away safe from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will put to death. 18But I will keep
safe seven thousand in Israel, all those whose knees have not been bent to
Baal, and whosemouths have given him no kisses. 19 So he went away from
there and came across Elisha, the son of Shaphat, ploughing with twelve
yoke of oxen, he himself walking with the twelfth; and Elijah went up to
him and put his robe on him. 20And letting the oxen bewhere theywere, he
came running after Elijah, and said, Only let me give a kiss tomy father and
mother, and then I will come after you. But he said to him, Go back again;
forwhat have I done to you? 21Andhewent back, and took the oxen and put
them todeath, and cooking their fleshwith the yokes of the oxen, he gave the
people a feast. Then he got up andwent after Elijah and became his servant.

20
1Now Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got all his army together, and thirty-two

kings with him, and horses and carriages of war; he went up andmade war
on Samaria, shutting it in. 2 And he sent representatives into the town to
Ahab, king of Israel; 3And they said to him, Ben-hadad says, Your silver and
your gold are mine; and your wives and children are mine. 4And the king
of Israel sent him an answer saying, As you say, my lord king, I am yours
with all I have. 5Then the representatives came back again, and said, These
are the words of Ben-hadad: I sent to you saying, Give up to me your silver
and your gold, your wives and your children; 6 But I will send my servants
to you tomorrow about this time, to make a search through your house and
the houses of your people, and everything which is pleasing in your eyes
they will take away in their hands. 7 Then the king of Israel sent for all the
responsible men of the land, and said, Now will you take note and see the
evil purpose of this man: he sent for my wives and my children, my silver
and my gold, and I did not keep them back. 8 And all the responsible men
and the people said to him, Do not give attention to him or do what he says.
9 So he said to the representatives of Ben-hadad, Say to my lord the king, All
the orders you sent the first time I will do; but this thing I may not do. And
the representatives went back with this answer. 10 Then Ben-hadad sent to
him, saying, May the gods' punishment be on me if there is enough of the
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dust of Samaria for all the people at my feet to take some in their hands.
11 And the king of Israel said in answer, Say to him, The time for loud talk
is not when a man is putting on his arms, but when he is taking them off.
12Nowwhen this answer was given to Ben-hadad, he was drinking with the
kings in the tents, and he said to his men, Take up your positions. So they
put themselves in position for attacking the town. 13 Then a prophet came
up to Ahab, king of Israel, and said, The Lord says, Have you seen all this
great army? See, I will give it into your hands today, and you will see that I
am the Lord. 14AndAhab said, Bywhom? And he said, The Lord says, By the
servants of the chiefswhoare over thedivisions of the land. Thenhe said, By
whom is the fighting to be started? And hemade answer, By you. 15Then he
got together the servants of all the chiefs whowere over the divisions of the
land, two hundred and thirty-two of them; and after them, he got together
all the people, all the children of Israel, seven thousand. 16And in themiddle
of the day they went out. But Ben-hadad was drinking in the tents with the
thirty-twokingswhowerehelpinghim. 17And the servants of the chiefswho
were over the divisions of the landwent forward first; andwhenBen-hadad
sent out, they gave him the news, saying, Men have come out from Samaria.
18And he said, If they have come out for peace, take them living, and if they
have come out for war, take them living. 19 So the servants of the chiefs of
the divisions of the land went out of the town, with the army coming after
them. 20 And every one of them put his man to death, and the Aramaeans
went in flightwith Israel after them; and Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got away
safely on a horse with his horsemen. 21And the king of Israel went out and
took the horses and the war-carriages, and made great destruction among
theAramaeans. 22Then the prophet cameup to the king of Israel, and said to
him, Now make yourself strong, and take care what you do, or a year from
now the king of Aram will come up against you again. 23 Then the king of
Aram's servants said to him, Their god is a god of the hills; that is why they
were stronger than we: but if we make an attack on them in the lowlands,
we will certainly be stronger than they. 24This is what you have to do: take
away the kings from their positions, and put captains in their places; 25And
get together another army like the one which came to destruction, horse
for horse, and carriage for carriage; and let us make war on them in the
lowlands, and certainly we will be stronger than they. And he gave ear to
what they said, and did so. 26 So, a year later, Ben-hadad got the Aramaeans
together and went up to Aphek to make war on Israel. 27And the children
of Israel got themselves together, and food was made ready and they went
against them; the tents of the children of Israel were like two little flocks of
goats before them, but all the country was full of the Aramaeans. 28And a
man of God came up and said to the king of Israel, The Lord says, Because
theAramaeans have said, The Lord is a god of the hills andnot of the valleys;
I will give all this great army into your hands, and you will see that I am
the Lord. 29Now the two armies kept their positions facing one another for
sevendays. Andon the seventhday thefightwas started; and the children of
Israel put to the sword a hundred thousand Aramaean footmen in one day.
30But the restwent inflight toAphek, into the town,whereawall camedown
on the twenty-seven thousandwhowere still living. And Ben-hadadwent in
flight into the town, into an inner room. 31 Then his servants said to him, It
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is said that the kings of Israel are full of mercy: let us then put on haircloth,
and cords on our heads, and go to the king of Israel; it may be that he will
give you your life. 32 So they put on haircloth, and cords on their heads, and
came to the king of Israel and said, Your servant Ben-hadad says, Let me
now keep my life. And he said, Is he still living? he is my brother. 33Now
themen took it as a sign, and quickly took up his words; and they said, Ben-
hadad is your brother. Then he said, Go and get him. So Ben-hadad came
out to him and hemade him get up into his carriage. 34And Ben-hadad said
to him, The townsmy father took from your father I will give back; and you
maymake streets for yourself inDamascus asmy father did in Samaria. And
as for me, at the price of this agreement you will let me go. So he made an
agreement with him and let him go. 35And a certain man of the sons of the
prophets said to his neighbour by the word of the Lord, Give me a wound.
But the man would not. 36Then he said to him, Because you have not given
ear to the voice of the Lord, straight away when you have gone from me a
lionwill put you to death. Andwhen he had gone, straight away a lion came
rushing at him and put him to death. 37 Then he came across another man,
and said, Give me a wound. And the man gave him a blow wounding him.
38So the prophetwent away, and pulling his head-band over his eyes to keep
his face covered, tookhis place by the roadwaiting for the king. 39Andwhen
the king went by, crying out to him he said, Your servant went out into the
fight; and aman came out tomewith anotherman and said, Keep this man:
if by any chance he gets away, your life will be the price of his life, or you
will have to give a talent of silver in payment. 40But while your servant was
turning this way and that, he was gone. Then the king of Israel said to him,
You are responsible; you have given the decision against yourself. 41 Then
he quickly took the head-band from his eyes; and the king of Israel saw that
hewas one of the prophets. 42And he said to him, These are thewords of the
Lord: Because you have let go from your hands the man whom I had put to
the curse, your life will be taken for his life, and your people for his people.
43Then the king of Israel went back to his house, bitter and angry, and came
to Samaria.

21
1NowNaboth the Jezreelite hadavine-garden in Jezreel, near thehouse of

Ahab, kingof Samaria. 2AndAhab said toNaboth, Givemeyourvine-garden
so that Imay have it for a garden of sweet plants, for it is nearmyhouse; and
let me give you a better vine-garden in exchange, or, if it seems good to you,
let me give you its value in money. 3 But Naboth said to Ahab, By the Lord,
far be it fromme to give you the heritage of my fathers. 4So Ahab came into
his house bitter and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him, I
will not give you the heritage of my fathers. And stretching himself on the
bedwith his face turned away, hewould take no food. 5But Jezebel, hiswife,
came to him and said, Why is your spirit so bitter that you have no desire
for food? 6And he said to her, Because I was talking to Naboth the Jezreelite,
and I said to him, Letmehave your vine-garden for aprice, or, if it is pleasing
to you, I will give you another vine-garden for it: and he said, I will not give
you my vine-garden. 7 Then Jezebel, his wife, said, Are you now the ruler
of Israel? Get up, take food, and let your heart be glad; I will give you the
vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite. 8 So she sent a letter in Ahab's name,
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stamped with his stamp, to the responsible men and the chiefs who were
in authority with Naboth. 9 And in the letter she said, Let a time of public
sorrow be fixed, and put Naboth at the head of the people; 10 And get two
good-for-nothing persons to come before him and give witness that he has
been cursing God and the king. Then take him out and have him stoned to
death. 11So the responsiblemen and the chiefs whowere in authority in his
town, did as Jezebel had said in the letter she sent them. 12They gave orders
for a day of public sorrow, and put Naboth at the head of the people. 13And
the two good-for-nothing persons came in and took their seats before him
and gave witness against Naboth, in front of the people, saying, Naboth has
been cursing God and the king. Then they took him outside the town and
had him stoned to death. 14 And they sent word to Jezebel, saying, Naboth
has been stoned and is dead. 15Then Jezebel, hearing that Naboth had been
stonedandwasdead, said toAhab, Get upand takeas yourheritage thevine-
garden of Naboth the Jezreelite, which hewould not give you formoney, for
Naboth is no longer living but is dead. 16 So Ahab, hearing that Naboth was
dead, went down to the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite to take it as his
heritage. 17 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
18Go down to Ahab, king of Israel, in Samaria; see, he is in the vine-garden
of Naboth the Jezreelite, where he has gone to take it as his heritage. 19 Say
to him, The Lord says, Have you put a man to death and taken his heritage?
Then say to him, The Lord says, In the place where dogs have been drinking
the blood of Naboth, there will your blood become the drink of dogs. 20And
Ahab said to Elijah, Have you come face to face with me, O my hater? And
he said, I have come to you because you have given yourself up to do evil
in the eyes of the Lord. 21 See, I will send evil on you and put an end to you
completely, cutting off from Ahab every male child, himwho is shut up and
himwho goes free in Israel; 22And I will make your family like the family of
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and like the family of Baasha, the son of Ahijah,
because you have made me angry, and have made Israel do evil. 23And of
Jezebel the Lord said, Jezebel will become food for dogs in the heritage of
Jezreel. 24Anymanof the family of Ahabwho comes to his death in the town
will become food for the dogs; and he who comes to his death in the open
country will be food for the birds of the air. 25 (There was no one like Ahab,
who gave himself up to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, moved to it by Jezebel
his wife. 26 He did a very disgusting thing in going after false gods, doing
all the things the Amorites did, whom the Lord sent out before the children
of Israel.) 27Hearing these words, Ahab, in great grief, put haircloth on his
flesh and went without food, sleeping in haircloth, and going about quietly.
28Then theword of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29Doyou see
how Ahab has made himself low before me? because he has made himself
low before me, I will not send the evil in his life-time, but in his son's time I
will send the evil on his family.

22
1Now for three years there was nowar between Aram and Israel. 2And it

came about in the third year, that Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, came down to
the king of Israel. 3And the king of Israel said to his servants, Do you not see
that Ramoth-gilead is ours? andwe are doing nothing to get it back from the
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hands of the king of Aram. 4Andhe said to Jehoshaphat,Will you gowithme
to Ramoth-gilead to make war? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I
am as you are: my people as your people, my horses as your horses. 5Then
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from the
Lord. 6So the king of Israel got all the prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said to them, Am I to go to Ramoth-gilead tomakewar or not? And
they said, Go up: for the Lord will give it into the hands of the king. 7 But
Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other prophet of the Lord here fromwhomwe
may get directions? 8 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is
still oneman bywhomwemay get directions from the Lord, Micaiah, son of
Imlah; but I have no love for him, for he is a prophet of evil to me and not of
good. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 9Then the king of Israel
sent foroneofhisunsexed servants and said, Goquickly andcomebackwith
Micaiah, the son of Imlah. 10 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the
king of Judah, were seated on their seats of authority, dressed in their robes,
by the doorway into Samaria; and all the prophets were acting as prophets
before them. 11And Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah,made himself horns of
iron and said, The Lord says, Pushing back the Aramaeans with these, you
will put an end to them completely. 12 And all the prophets said the same
thing, saying, Goup toRamoth-gilead, and itwill gowell for you, for theLord
will give it into the hands of the king. 13Now the servantwhohad gone to get
Micaiah said tohim, Seenow, all theprophetswith onevoice are saying good
things to the king; so let yourwords be like theirs and say good things. 14And
Micaiah said, By the living Lord, whatever the Lord says to me I will say.
15When he came to the king, the king said to him, Micaiah, are we to go to
Ramoth-gilead tomakewar or not? And in answer he said, Go up, and it will
go well for you; and the Lord will give it into the hands of the king. 16 Then
the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your oath to
say nothing to me but what is true in the name of the Lord? 17Then he said,
I saw all Israel wandering on the mountains like sheep without a keeper;
and the Lord said, These have nomaster: let them go back, everyman to his
house in peace. 18 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say
that he would not be a prophet of good but of evil? 19And he said, Give ear
now to theword of the Lord: I saw the Lord seated on his seat of power, with
all the army of heaven in their places round him at his right hand and at his
left. 20And the Lord said, HowmayAhabbe tricked into going up to Ramoth-
gilead to his death? And one said one thing and one another. 21Then a spirit
came forward and took his place before the Lord and said, I will get him to
do it by a trick. 22And the Lord said, How? And he said, I will go out and be a
spirit of deceit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Your trick will
have its effect on him: go out and do so. 23And now, see, the Lord has put a
spirit of deceit in themouth of all these your prophets; and the Lord has said
evil against you. 24 Then Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, came near and
gaveMicaiah a blow on the side of the face, saying,Where is the spirit of the
Lord whose word is in you? 25And Micaiah said, Truly, you will see on that
daywhen you go into an inner room to keep yourself safe. 26And the king of
Israel said, TakeMicaiah and send him back to Amon, the ruler of the town,
and to Joash, the king's son; 27And say, It is the king's order that this man is
to be put in prison and given prison food till I come again in peace. 28And
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Micaiah said, If you come back at all in peace, the Lord has not sent hisword
by me. 29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, went up
to Ramoth-gilead. 30And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, I will make a
change in my clothing, so that I do not seem to be the king, and will go into
thefight; but doyouput onyour robes. So thekingof Israelmadea change in
his dress and went into the fight. 31Now the king of Aram had given orders
to the thirty-two captains of his war-carriages, saying, Make no attack on
small or great, but only on the king of Israel. 32 So when the captains of the
war-carriages saw Jehoshaphat, they said, Truly, this is the king of Israel;
and turning against him, they came round him, but Jehoshaphat gave a cry.
33And when the captains of the war-carriages saw that he was not the king
of Israel, they went back from going after him. 34And a certainman sent an
arrow from his bow without thought of its direction, and gave the king of
Israel a wound where his breastplate was joined to his clothing; so he said
to the driver of his war-carriage, Go to one side and takeme away out of the
army, for I am badly wounded. 35 But the fight became more violent while
the day went on; and the king was supported in his war-carriage facing the
Aramaeans, and the floor of the carriage was covered with the blood from
hiswound, andbyeveninghewasdead. 36Andabout sundownacrywentup
from all parts of the army, saying, Let everyman go back to his town and his
country, for the king is dead. 37And they came to Samaria, and put the king's
body to rest in Samaria. 38 And the war-carriage was washed by the pool
of Samaria, which was the bathing-place of the loose women, and the dogs
weredrinkinghisblood there, as theLordhadsaid. 39Nowtherestof theacts
of Ahab, and all he did, and his ivory house, and all the towns of which he
was the builder, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings
of Israel? 40 So Ahab was put to rest with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son
became king in his place. 41And Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, became king
over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab's rule over Israel. 42 Jehoshaphat was
thirty-five years old when he became king, and he was king for twenty-five
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi.
43HedidasAsahis fatherhaddone, not turningaway fromit, butdoingwhat
was right in the eyes of the Lord; but the high places were not taken away:
the people went on making offerings and burning them in the high places.
44 And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel. 45Now the rest of
the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his great power, and how he went to war, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 46He put
an end to the rest of those who were used for sex purposes in the worship
of the gods, all those who were still in the land in the time of his father Asa.
47At that time there was no king in Edom; 48And the representative of King
Jehoshaphat made a Tarshish-ship to go to Ophir for gold, but it did not go,
because it was broken at Ezion-geber. 49ThenAhaziah, the son of Ahab, said
to Jehoshaphat, Let my men go with yours in the ships. But Jehoshaphat
would not let them. 50 Then Jehoshaphat went to rest with his fathers, and
his bodywas put into the earth in the town of David his father; and Jehoram
his son became king in his place. 51Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, became king
over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of the rule of Jehoshaphat,
the king of Judah, and he was king over Israel for two years. 52He did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, going in the ways of his father and his mother, and
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in the ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel do evil. 53He
was a servant andworshipper of Baal, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to
wrath, as his father had done.
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The Second Book of Kings

1 After the death of Ahab, Moab made itself free from the authority of
Israel. 2NowAhaziahhada fall fromthewindowofhis roominSamaria, and
was ill. And he sentmen, and said to them, Put a question to Baal-zebub, the
god of Ekron, about the outcome ofmy disease, to see if I will get well or not.
3But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Go now, and, meeting
the men sent by the king of Samaria, say to them, Is it because there is no
God in Israel, that you are going to get directions from Baal-zebub, the god
of Ekron? 4Give ear then to the words of the Lord: You will never again get
down from the bed on to which you have gone up, but death will certainly
come to you. Then Elijah went away. 5And the men he had sent came back
to the king; andhe said to them,Whyhave you comeback? 6And they said to
him, On ourwaywe had ameetingwith amanwho said, Go back to the king
who sent you and say to him, The Lord says, Is it because there is no God in
Israel that you send to put a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? For
this reason, youwill not comedown from thebed on towhich youhave gone
up, but deathwill certainly come to you. 7Andhe said to them,What sort of a
manwas itwhocameandsaid thesewords toyou? 8And they said inanswer,
He was a man clothed in a coat of hair, with a leather band about his body.
Then he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 9Then the king sent to him a captain of
fifty with his fifty men; and he went up to him where he was seated on the
top of a hill, and said to him, O man of God, the king has said, Come down.
10And Elijah in answer said to the captain of fifty, If I am aman of God, may
fire come down from heaven on you and on your fifty men, and put an end
to you. Thenfire camedown fromheavenandput an end tohimandhis fifty
men. 11Then the king sent another captain of fiftywith his fiftymen; and he
said to Elijah, Oman of God, the king says, Come down quickly. 12And Elijah
in answer said, If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven on
you and on your fifty men, and put an end to you. And the fire of God came
down from heaven, and put an end to him and his fiftymen. 13Then he sent
a third captain of fifty with his fifty men; and the third captain of fifty went
up, and falling on his knees before Elijah, requesting mercy of him, said, O
man of God, let my life and the life of these your fifty servants be of value
to you. 14 For fire came down from heaven and put an end to the first two
captains of fifty and their fifties; but now letmy life be of value in your eyes.
15Then the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, Go downwith him; have no fear
of him. So he got up and went down with him to the king. 16And he said to
him, This is the word of the Lord: Because you sent men to put a question to
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, for this reason you will never again get down
from the bed on towhich you have gone up, but deathwill certainly come to
you. 17Sodeathcame tohim, as theLordhadsaidby themouthofElijah. And
Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of the rule of Jehoram,
son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; because he had no son. 18Now the rest of
the acts of Ahaziah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Israel?
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2
1Nowwhen theLordwas about to takeElijahup toheaven in a greatwind,

Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, Come no
farther for the Lord has sent me to Beth-el. But Elisha said, As the Lord is
living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted from you. So they went
down to Beth-el. 3And at Beth-el the sons of the prophets came out to Elisha
and said, Has it been made clear to you that the Lord is going to take away
your master from over you today? And he said, Yes, I have knowledge of it:
say nomore. 4ThenElijah said to him, Comeno farther, for the Lordhas sent
me to Jericho. Buthe said, As theLord is livingandasyour soul is living, Iwill
not be parted from you. So theywent on to Jericho. 5And at Jericho the sons
of the prophets came up to Elisha and said to him, Has it been made clear
to you that the Lord is going to take away yourmaster from over you today?
Andhe said in answer, Yes, I have knowledge of it: saynomore. 6ThenElijah
said to him, Come no farther, for the Lord has sentme to Jordan. But he said,
As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted from you.
So they went on together. 7And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went
out and took their places facing them a long way off, while the two of them
were by the edge of Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took off his robe, and, rolling it
up, gave the water a blowwith it, and the waters were parted, flowing back
this way and that, so that they went over on dry land. 9And when they had
come to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, Say what you would have me
do for you before I am taken from you. And Elisha said, Be pleased to let
a special measure of your spirit be on me. 10 And he said, You have made
a hard request: still, if you see me when I am taken from you, you will get
your desire; but if not, it will not be so. 11Andwhile they went on their way,
going on talking together, suddenly there were carriages and horses of fire
separating them from one another and Elijah went up to heaven in a great
wind. 12 And when Elisha saw it he gave a cry, My father, my father, the
carriages of Israel and its horsemen! And he saw himno longer; and hewas
full of grief. 13Then he took up Elijah's robe, which had been dropped from
him, andwent back till he came to the edge of Jordan. 14And he took Elijah's
robe, which had been dropped from him, and giving the water a blow with
it, said,Where is the Lord, theGod of Elijah? and at his blow thewaterswere
parted this way and that; and Elisha went over. 15And when the sons of the
prophets who were facing him at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of
Elijah is resting on Elisha. And they came out to him, and went down on
the earth before him. 16And they said, Your servants have with us here fifty
strong men; be pleased to let them go in search of Elijah; for it may be that
the spirit of the Lord has takenhimup andput himdownon somemountain
or in some valley. But he said, Do not send them. 17 But when they kept on
requesting him, hewas shamed and said, Send, then. So they sent fiftymen;
but after searching for three days, they came backwithout having seen him.
18 And they came back to him, while he was still at Jericho; and he said to
them, Did I not say to you, Go not? 19Now themen of the town said to Elisha,
Yousee that thepositionof this town isgood; but thewater isbad, causing the
young of the cattle to come to birth dead. 20 So he said, Get me a new vessel,
and put salt in it; and they took it to him. 21 Then he went out to the spring
fromwhich the water came, and put salt in it, and said, The Lord says, Now
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I have made this water sweet; no longer will it be death-giving or unfertile.
22 And the water was made sweet again to this day, as Elisha said. 23 Then
from there he went up to Beth-el; and on his way, some little boys came out
from the town andmade sport of him, crying, Go up, old no-hair! go up, old
no-hair! 24And turning back, he saw them, and put a curse on them in the
name of the Lord. And two she-bears came out of the wood and put forty-
two of the children to death. 25 From there he went to Mount Carmel, and
came back from there to Samaria.

3
1 And Jehoram, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in

the eighteenth year of the rule of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; and he was
king for twelve years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; but not like his
father and his mother, for he put away the stone pillar of Baal which his
father had made. 3 But still he did the same sins which Jeroboam, the son
of Nebat, did and made Israel do; he went on in them. 4Now Mesha, king
of Moab, was a sheep-farmer; and he gave regularly to the king of Israel the
wool from a hundred thousand lambs and a hundred thousand sheep. 5But
when Ahab was dead, the king of Moab got free from the authority of the
king of Israel. 6At that time, King Jehoram went out from Samaria and got
all Israel together in fighting order. 7 And he sent to Jehoshaphat, king of
Judah, saying, The king of Moab has got free from my authority: will you
go with me to make war on Moab? And he said, I will go with you: I am as
you are, my people as your people, and my horses as your horses. 8And he
said, Which way are we to go? And he said in answer, By the waste land
of Edom. 9 So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king
of Edom by a roundabout way for seven days: and there was no water for
the army or for the beasts they had with them. 10 And the king of Israel
said, Here is trouble: for the Lord has got these three kings together to give
them into the hands of Moab. 11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there no prophet
of the Lord here, through whomwemay get directions from the Lord? And
one of the king of Israel's men said in answer, Elisha, the son of Shaphat,
is here, who was servant to Elijah. 12 And Jehoshaphat said, The word of
the Lord is with him. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of
Edom went down to him. 13But Elisha said to the king of Israel, What have
I to do with you? go to the prophets of your father and your mother. And
the king of Israel said, No; for the Lord has got these three kings together
to give them up into the hands of Moab. 14 Then Elisha said, By the life of
the Lord of armies whose servant I am, if it was not for the respect I have
for Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, I would not give a look at you, or see you.
15 But now, get me a player of music, and it will come about that while the
man is playing, the hand of the Lord will come onme and I will give you the
word of the Lord: and they got a player of music, and while the man was
playing, the hand of the Lord was on him. 16 And he said, The Lord says, I
will make this valley full of water-holes. 17 For the Lord says, Though you
see nowind or rain, the valleywill be full of water, and you and your armies
and your beasts will have drink. 18And this will be only a small thing to the
Lord: in addition he will give the Moabites into your hands. 19And you are
to put every walled town to destruction, cutting down every good tree, and
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stopping up every water-spring, and making all the good land rough with
stones. 20Now in the morning, about the time when the offering was made,
they sawwaterflowing fromthedirectionofEdomtill the countrywas full of
water. 21NowallMoab, hearing that the kingshad come tomakewar against
them, got together all who were able to take up arms and went forward to
the edge of the country. 22And early in the morning they got up, when the
sun was shining on the water, and they saw the water facing them as red as
blood. 23 Then they said, This is blood: it is clear that destruction has come
on the kings; they have been fighting one another: now come, Moab, let us
take their goods. 24 But when they came to the tents of Israel, the Israelites
came out and made a violent attack on the Moabites, so that they went in
flight before them; and they went forward still attacking them; 25 Pulling
down the towns, covering every good field with stones, stopping up all the
water-springs, and cutting down all the good trees; they went on driving
Moabbefore them till only inKir-haresethwere there anyMoabites; and the
fighting-menwent round the townraining stones on it. 26Andwhen theking
of Moab saw that the fight was going against him, he took with him seven
hundredmen armedwith swords, with the idea of forcing a way through to
the king of Aram, but they were not able to do so. 27Then he took his oldest
son, whowould have been king after him, offering him as a burned offering
on the wall. So there was great wrath against Israel; and they went away
from him, back to their country.

4
1Now a certain woman, the wife of one of the sons of the prophets, came

crying to Elisha and said, Your servant my husband is dead; and to your
knowledge hewas aworshipper of the Lord; but now, the creditor has come
to take my two children as servants in payment of his debt. 2 Then Elisha
said to her, What am I to do for you? say now, what have you in the house?
And she said, Your servant has nothing in the house but a pot of oil. 3 Then
he said, Go out to all yourneighbours and get vessels, a very great number of
them. 4Then go in, and, shutting the door on yourself and your sons, put oil
into all these vessels, putting on one side the full ones. 5 So she went away,
and when the door was shut on her and her sons, they took the vessels to
her and she put oil into them. 6And when all the vessels were full, she said
to her son, Get me another vessel. And he said, There are no more. And the
flow of oil was stopped. 7So she came to theman of God and gave himword
of what she had done. And he said, Go and get money for the oil and make
payment of your debt, and let the rest be for the needs of yourself and your
sons. 8Now there came a daywhen Elishawent to Shunem, and there was a
womanofhighposition living there,whomadehimcome inandhaveameal
with her. And after that, every time he went by, he went into her house for
a meal. 9And she said to her husband, Now I see that this is a holy man of
God, who comes by day after day. 10 So let us make a little room on the wall;
and put a bed there for him, and a table and a seat and a light; so that when
he comes to us, he will be able to go in there. 11Now one day, when he had
gone there, he went into the little room and took his rest there. 12 And he
said to Gehazi, his servant, Send for this Shunammite. So in answer to his
voice she came before him. 13And he said to him, Now say to her, See, you
have taken all this trouble for us; what is to be done for you? will you have
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any request made for you to the king or the captain of the army? But she
said, I am living among my people. 14 So he said, What then is to be done
for her? And Gehazi made answer, Still there is this, she has no son and her
husband is old. 15Then he said, Send for her. And in answer to his voice she
took her place at the door. 16And Elisha said, At this time in the coming year
you will have a son in your arms. And she said, No, my lord, O man of God,
do not say what is false to your servant. 17 Then the woman became with
child and gave birth to a son at the time named, in the year after, as Elisha
had said to her. 18 Now one day, when the child was older, he went out to
his father to where the grain was being cut. 19And he said to his father, My
head, my head! And the father said to a servant, Take him in to his mother.
20And he took him in to his mother, and she took him on her knees and kept
him there till the middle of the day, when his life went from him. 21 Then
she went up and put him on the bed of the man of God, shutting the door
on him, and went out. 22And she said to her husband, Send me one of the
servants and one of the asses so that I may go quickly to theman of God and
come back again. 23And he said, Why are you going to him today? it is not
a new moon or a Sabbath. But she said, It is well. 24 Then she made the ass
ready and said to her servant, Keep driving on; do not make a stop without
orders from me. 25 So she went, and came to Mount Carmel, to the man of
God. And when the man of God saw her coming in his direction, he said to
Gehazi, his servant, See, there is the Shunammite; 26Go quickly to her, and
on meeting her say to her, Are you well? and your husband and the child,
are they well? And she said in answer, All is well. 27 And when she came
to where the man of God was on the hill, she put her hands round his feet;
and Gehazi came near with the purpose of pushing her away; but the man
of God said, Let her be, for her soul is bitter in her; and the Lord has kept it
secret fromme, and has not givenmeword of it. 28Then she said, Did Imake
a request to my lord for a son? did I not say, Do not give me false words?
29 Then he said to Gehazi, Make yourself ready, and take my stick in your
hand, and go: if you come across anyone on the way, give him no blessing,
and if anyone gives you a blessing, give him no answer. And putmy stick on
the child's face. 30But the mother of the child said, As the Lord is living and
as your soul is living, I will not go back without you. So he got up and went
with her. 31And Gehazi went on before them and put the stick on the child's
face; but there was no voice, and no one gave attention. So he went back,
and meeting him gave him the news, saying, The child is not awake. 32And
whenElisha came into thehousehe saw the child dead, stretched onhis bed.
33Sohewent in, and shutting thedooron the twoof them,madeprayer to the
Lord. 34 Then he got up on the bed, stretching himself out on the child, and
put hismouth on the child'smouth, his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his
hands; and the child's body became warm. 35Then he came back, and after
walking once through the house and back, he went up, stretching himself
out on the child seven times; and the child's eyes became open. 36 And he
gave orders to Gehazi, and said, Send for the Shunammite. And she came in
answer to his voice. And he said, Take up your son. 37And she came in, and
went down on her face to the earth at his feet; then she took her son in her
arms and went out. 38And Elisha went back to Gilgal, now there was very
little food in the land; and the sons of the prophets were seated before him.
And he said to his servant, Put the great pot on the fire, and make soup for
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the sons of theprophets. 39Andonewent out into thefield to get greenplants
and sawavine of thefield, andpulling off the fruit of it till the fold of his robe
was full, he came back and put the fruit, cut up small, into the pot of soup,
having no idea what it was. 40 Then they gave the men soup from the pot.
And while they were drinking the soup, they gave a cry, and said, O man of
God, there is death in the pot; and they were not able to take anymore food.
41But he said, Get somemeal. Andhe put it into the pot, and said, Nowgive it
to the people so that they may have food. And there was nothing bad in the
pot. 42Now a man came from Baal-shalishah with an offering of first-fruits
for the man of God, twenty barley cakes and garden fruit in his bag. And he
said, Give these to the people for food. 43 But his servant said, How am I to
put this before a hundred men? But he said, Give it to the people for food;
for the Lord says, There will be food for them and some over. 44 So he put it
before them, and they had a meal and there was more than enough, as the
Lord had said.

5
1Now Naaman, chief of the army of the king of Aram, was a man of high

positionwithhismaster, andgreatly respected, becausebyhim theLordhad
given salvation to Aram; but he was a leper. 2Now the Aramaeans had gone
out inbands, and takenprisoner fromIsrael a little girl,whobecame servant
to Naaman's wife. 3And she said to her master's wife, If only my lord would
go to the prophet in Samaria, hewouldmake himwell. 4And someonewent
and said to his lord, This is what the girl from the land of Israel says. 5So the
kingofAramsaid,Go then; and Iwill senda letter to thekingof Israel. Andhe
went, taking with him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of gold,
and ten changes of clothing. 6And he took the letter to the king of Israel, in
which the king of Aramhad said, See, I have sentmy servant Naaman to you
to be made well, for he is a leper. 7 But the king of Israel, after reading the
letter, was greatly troubled and said, Am I God, to give death and life? why
does this man send a leper to me to be made well? is it not clear that he is
looking for a cause of war? 8Now Elisha, the man of God, hearing that the
king of Israel had done this, sent to the king, saying, Why are you troubled?
send the man to me, so that he may see that there is a prophet in Israel. 9 So
Naaman, with all his horses and his carriages, came to the door of Elisha's
house. 10 And Elisha sent a servant to him, saying, Go to Jordan, and after
washing seven times in its waters your flesh will be well again and you will
be clean. 11But Naaman was angry and went away and said, I had the idea
that he would come out to see such an important person as I am, and make
prayer to the Lord his God, andwith awave of his hand over the placemake
the leperwell. 12ArenotAbanaandPharpar, rivers ofDamascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? may I not be washed in them and become clean? So
turning, he went away in wrath. 13Then his servants came to him and said,
If the prophet had given you orders to do some great thing, would you not
have done it? how much more then, when he says to you, Be washed and
become clean? 14Then hewent down seven times into thewaters of Jordan,
as themanofGodhad said; andhis flesh became like theflesh of a little child
again, and hewas clean. 15Then hewent back to theman of God, with all his
train, and, takinghis placebeforehim, said, Now Iamcertain that there is no
God in all the earth, but only in Israel: now then, take an offering fromme.
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16But he said, By the life of the Lord whose servant I am, I will take nothing
from you. And he did his best to make him take it but he would not. 17Then
Naaman said, If youwill not, then let there be given to your servant asmuch
earth as two beasts are able to take on their backs; because from now on,
your servantwillmakenoofferingorburnedoffering to other gods, but only
to the Lord. 18Butmay your servant have the Lord's forgiveness for this one
thing: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon for worship there,
supported on my arm, and my head is bent in the house of Rimmon; when
his head is bent in the house of Rimmon, may your servant have the Lord's
forgiveness for this thing. 19And he said to him, Go in peace. And he went
fromhimsomedistance. 20ButGehazi, the servant of Elisha, themanofGod,
said, Now my master has taken nothing from Naaman, this Aramaean, of
what hewould have given him: by the living Lord, Iwill go after himand get
something from him. 21 So Gehazi went after Naaman. And when Naaman
saw him running after him, he got down fromhis carriage andwent back to
him and said, Is all well? 22And he said, All is well: but my master has sent
me, saying, Even now, two youngmen of the sons of the prophets have come
to me from the hill-country of Ephraim; will you give me a talent of silver
and two changes of clothing for them? 23AndNaaman said, Be good enough
to take two talents. And forcing him to take them, he put two talents of silver
in two bags, with two changes of clothing, and gave them to his two servants
to take before him. 24 When he came to the hill, he took them from their
hands, and put them away in the house; and he sent themen away, and they
went. 25 Then he came in and took his place before his master. And Elisha
said to him,Where have you come from, Gehazi? And he said, Your servant
went nowhere. 26And he said to him, Did not my heart go with you, when
theman got down from his carriage andwent back to you? Is this a time for
gettingmoney, and clothing, and olive-gardens andvine-gardens, and sheep
and oxen, and men-servants and women-servants? 27Because of what you
havedone, thedisease ofNaaman the leperwill take you in its grip, andyour
seed after you, for ever. And he went out from before him a leper as white
as snow.

6
1Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, There is not roomenough for

us in the place where we are living under your care; 2 So let us go to Jordan,
and let everyone get towork cutting boards, andwewillmake a living-place
for ourselves there. And he said to them, Go, then. 3And one of them said,
Be pleased to gowith your servants. And he said, I will go. 4So hewent with
them. And when they came to Jordan, they got to work cutting down trees.
5 But one of them, while cutting a board, let the head of his axe go into the
water; and he gave a cry, and said, This is a bad business, mymaster, for it is
another's. 6And the man of God said, Where did it go in? and when he saw
the place where it had gone into the water, cutting a stick, he put it into the
water, and the iron came up to the top of the water. 7 Then he said, Take it
up. So he put out his hand and took it. 8At that time the king of Aram was
makingwar against Israel; and he had ameetingwith the chiefs of his army
and said, I will be waiting in secret in some named place. 9And the man of
God sent to the king of Israel, saying, Take care to keep away from that place,
for the Aramaeans are waiting there in secret. 10So the king of Israel sent to
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the place where the man of God had said there was danger, and kept clear
of it more than once. 11And at this, themind of the king of Aramwas greatly
troubled, and he sent for his servants and said to them, Will you not make
clear tomewhich of us is helping the king of Israel? 12And one of them said,
Not one of us, my lord king; but Elisha, the prophet in Israel, gives the king
of Israel news of the words you say even in your bedroom. 13 Then he said,
Go and see where he is, so that I may send and get him. And news came to
him that he was in Dothan. 14 So he sent there horses and carriages and a
great army; and they came by night, circling the town. 15Now the servant of
the man of God, having got up early and gone out, saw an armywith horses
and carriages of war all round the town. And the servant said to him, O my
master, what are we to do? 16 And he said in answer, Have no fear; those
who are with us are more than those who are with them. 17 Then Elisha
made a prayer to the Lord, saying, Lord, let his eyes be open so that he may
see. And the Lord made the young man's eyes open; and he saw that all the
mountainwas full of horses and carriages of fire round Elisha. 18Nowwhen
the Aramaeans came down to Elisha, he made a prayer to the Lord saying,
Lord, make this people blind. And he made them blind at Elisha's request.
19And Elisha said to them, This is not theway, and this is not the town: come
afterme so that Imay take you to themanyou are searching for. Andhe took
themtoSamaria. 20Andwhen theyhadcome intoSamaria, Elisha said, Lord,
let the eyes of these men be open so that they may see. And the Lord made
their eyesopen, and they sawthat theywere in themiddleof Samaria. 21And
the king of Israel, when he saw them, said to Elisha, My father, am I to put
them to the sword? 22But he said in answer, Youarenot to put them todeath;
have you any right to put to death those whom you have not taken prisoner
with your sword and your bow? put bread and water before them, so that
they may have food and drink and go to their master. 23 So he made ready
a great feast for them, and when they had had food and drink, he sent them
away and theywent back to theirmaster. And nomore bands of Aramaeans
came into the land of Israel. 24Now after this, Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got
together all his army and went up to make an attack on Samaria, shutting
the town in on all sides with his forces. 25 And they became very short of
food in Samaria; for they kept it shut in till the price of an ass's head was
eighty shekels of silver, and a small measure of doves' droppings was five
shekels of silver. 26 And when the king of Israel was going by on the wall,
a woman came crying out to him, and said, Help! my lord king. 27 And he
said, If the Lord does not give you help, where am I to get help for you? from
the grain-floor or the grape-crusher? 28 And the king said to her, What is
troubling you? And she said in answer, This woman said to me, Give your
son to be our food today, and we will have my son tomorrow. 29 So, boiling
my son, we had a meal of him; and on the day after I said to her, Now give
your son for our food; but she has put her son in a secret place. 30 Then the
king, hearing what the woman said, took his robes in his hands, violently
parting them; and, while he was walking on the wall, the people, looking,
saw that under his robe he had haircloth on his flesh. 31 Then he said, May
God's punishment come on me if Elisha, the son of Shaphat, keeps his head
on his body after this day. 32But Elishawas in his house, and the responsible
men were seated there with him; and before the king got there, Elisha said
to those whowere with him, Do you see how this cruel and violent man has
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sent to take awaymy life? 33While hewas still talking to them, the king came
down and said, This evil is from the Lord; why am I to go on waiting any
longer for the Lord?

7
1 Then Elisha said, Give ear to the word of the Lord: the Lord says,

Tomorrow, about this time, a measure of good meal will be offered for the
priceof a shekel and twomeasuresofbarley for a shekel, in themarket-place
of Samaria. 2 Then the captain whose arm was supporting the king said to
the man of God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven, would such a
thing be possible? And he said, Your eyes will see it, but you will not have
a taste of the food. 3Now there were four lepers seated at the doorway into
the town: and they said to one another, Why are wewaiting here for death?
4 If we say,Wewill go into the town, there is no food in the town, andwewill
come to our end there; and if we go on waiting here, death will come to us.
Come then, let us give ourselves up to the army of Aram: if they let us go on
living, then life will be ours; and if they put us to death, then death will be
ours. 5 So in the half light they got up to go to the tents of Aram; but when
they came to the outer line of tents, there was no one there. 6 For the Lord
had made the sound of carriages and horses, and the noise of a great army,
come to the ears of the Aramaeans, so that they said to one another, Truly,
the king of Israel has got the kings of the Hittites and of the Egyptians for a
price to make an attack on us. 7 So they got up and went in flight, in the half
light, without their tents or their horses or their asses or any of their goods;
they went in flight, fearing for their lives. 8And when those lepers came to
the outer line of tents, they went into one tent, and had food and drink, and
took from it silver and gold and clothing, which they put in a secret place;
then they came back andwent into another tent fromwhich they tookmore
goods,which theyput away in a secret place. 9Then they said to one another,
We are not doing right. Today is a day of good news, and we say nothing:
if we go on waiting here till the morning, punishment will come to us. So
let us go and give the news to those of the king's house. 10 So they came in,
and, crying out to the door-keepers of the town, they gave them the news,
saying, We came to the tents of the Aramaeans, and there was no one there
and no voice of man, only the horses and the asses in their places, and the
tents as they were. 11 Then the door-keepers, crying out, gave the news to
those inside the king's house. 12Then the king got up in the night and said to
his servants, This is my idea of what the Aramaeans have done to us. They
have knowledge thatwe arewithout food; and so theyhave gone out of their
tents, and are waiting secretly in the open country, saying,When they come
out of the town, we will take them living and get into the town. 13And one
of his servants said in answer, Sendmen and let them take five of the horses
whichwe still have in the town; if they keep their lives theywill be the same
as thoseof Israelwhoare still livinghere; if they come to theirdeath theywill
be the same as all those of Israel who have gone to destruction: let us send
and see. 14So they took twohorsemen; and theking sent themafter the army
of the Aramaeans, saying, Go and see. 15And they went after them as far as
Jordan; and all the road was covered with clothing and vessels dropped by
the Aramaeans in their flight. So those who were sent went back and gave
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the news to the king. 16 Then the people went out and took the goods from
the tents of the Aramaeans. So a measure of good meal was to be had for
the price of a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, as the Lord
had said. 17 And the king gave authority to that captain, on whose arm he
was supported, to have control over the doorway into the town; but he was
crushed to death there under the feet of the people, as the man of God had
said when the king went down to him. 18 So the words of the man of God
came true, which he said to the king: Twomeasures of barleywill be offered
for the price of a shekel and ameasure of goodmeal for a shekel, tomorrow
about this time in the market-place of Samaria. 19And that captain said to
the man of God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven, would such a
thing be possible? And he said to him, Your eyes will see it, but you will not
have a taste of the food. 20And suchwas his fate; for hewas crushed to death
under the feet of the people, in the doorway into the town.

8
1NowElishahad said to thewomanwhose sonhehadgivenback to life, Go

now, with all the people of your house, and get a living-place for yourselves
wherever you are able; for by the word of the Lord, there will be great need
of food in the land; and this will go on for seven years. 2 So the woman got
up and did as theman of God said; and she and the people of her housewere
living in the land of the Philistines for seven years. 3 And when the seven
yearswereended, thewomancameback fromthe landof thePhilistines and
went to the king with a request for her house and her land. 4Now the king
was talkingwithGehazi, the servant of themanofGod, saying, Now, giveme
an account of all the great things Elisha has done. 5Andwhile hewas giving
the king the story of howElisha had given life to the dead, thewomanwhose
son had come back to life came to the king with a request for her house and
her land. AndGehazi said,My lordking, this is thewomanand this isher son,
whose life Elisha gave back to him. 6And in answer to the king's questions,
the woman gave him all the story. So the king gave orders to one of his
unsexed servants, saying, Give her back all her property, and all the produce
of her fields from the day when she went away from the land up till now.
7And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad, king of Aram, was ill; and
they said to him, The man of God has come. 8 Then the king said to Hazael,
Take an offering with you, and go to see the man of God and get directions
from the Lord by him, saying, Am I going to get better frommy disease? 9So
Hazaelwent to see him, takingwith him forty camelswith offerings on their
backs of every sort of good thing fromDamascus; andwhen he came before
him, he said, Your son Ben-hadad, king of Aram, has sent me to you, saying,
Will I get better from this disease? 10And Elisha said to him, Go, say to him,
You will certainly get better; but the Lord has made it clear to me that only
death is before him. 11And he kept his eyes fixed on him till hewas shamed,
and theman of Godwas overcomewithweeping. 12AndHazael said,Why is
my lord weeping? Then he said in answer, Because I see the evil which you
will do to the children of Israel: burning down their strong towns, putting
their young men to death with the sword, smashing their little ones against
the stones, and cutting open the women who are with child. 13And Hazael
said, How is it possible that your servant, who is only a dog, will do this great
thing? AndElisha said, TheLordhasmade it clear tome that youwill be king
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overAram. 14Thenhewent away fromElishaandcame in tohismaster,who
said to him, What did Elisha say to you? And his answer was, He said that
you would certainly get well. 15Now on the day after, Hazael took the bed-
cover, andmaking itwetwithwater, put it overBen-hadad's face, causinghis
death: and Hazael became king in his place. 16 In the fifth year of Joram, the
son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah,
became king. 17He was thirty-two years old when he became king; and he
was ruling in Jerusalem for eight years. 18He went in the ways of the kings
of Israel, as the family of Ahab did: for the daughter of Ahab was his wife;
and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 19But it was not the Lord's purpose to
send destruction on Judah, because of David his servant, to whom he had
given his word that he would have a light for ever. 20 In his time, Edom
made themselves free fromthe rule of Judah, and tookaking for themselves.
21Then Joramwent over to Zair, with all hiswar-carriages; ... made anattack
by night on the Edomites, whose forces were all round him, ... the captains
of the war-carriages; and the people went in flight to their tents. 22 So Edom
made themselves free from the rule of Judah to this day. And at the same
time, Libnah made itself free. 23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all
he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah?
24And Joramwent to restwith his fathers andwas put into the earthwith his
fathers in the town of David: and Ahaziah his son became king in his place.
25 In the twelfth year that Joram, the sonofAhab,was king of Israel, Ahaziah,
the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, became king; 26Ahaziah was twenty-two
years oldwhenhebecameking, andhewas ruling in Jerusalem for one year.
His mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri, king of Israel. 27He
went in theways of the family of Ahab, and did evil in the eyes of the Lord as
the family of Ahab did, for he was a son-in-law of the family of Ahab. 28He
went with Joram, the son of Ahab, to make war on Hazael, king of Aram,
at Ramoth-gilead: and Joram was wounded by the Aramaeans. 29 So King
Joramwent back to Jezreel to get well from the wounds which the bowmen
hadgivenhimatRamah,whenhewasfighting againstHazael, king ofAram.
AndAhaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah,went down to see Joram, the
son of Ahab, in Jezreel, because he was ill.

9
1And Elisha the prophet sent for one of the sons of the prophets, and said

to him, Make yourself ready for a journey, and take this bottle of oil in your
hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 And when you get there, go in search of
Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi; and go in andmake him get
up from among his brothers, and take him to an inner room. 3 Then take
the bottle and put the oil on his head, and say, The Lord says, I have put the
holy oil on you to make you king over Israel. Then, opening the door, go
in flight, without waiting. 4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead.
5And when he came, he saw the captains of the army seated together; and
he said, I have something to say to you, O captain. And Jehu said, To which
of us? And he said, To you, O captain. 6 And he got up and went into the
house; then he put the holy oil on his head and said to him, The Lord, the
God of Israel, says, I have made you king over the people of the Lord, over
Israel. 7You are to see that the family of Ahab your master is cut off, so that
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I may take from Jezebel payment for the blood of my servants the prophets,
and for the blood of all the servants of the Lord. 8 For the family of Ahab
will come to an end; every male of Ahab's family will be cut off, he who is
shut up and he who goes free in Israel. 9 I will make the family of Ahab like
that of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and Baasha, the son of Ahijah. 10 And
Jezebel will become food for the dogs in the heritage of Jezreel, and there
will be no one to put her body into the earth. Then, opening the door, he
went in flight. 11 Then Jehu came out again to the servants of his lord, and
one said to him, Is all well? why did this man, who is off his head, come to
you? And he said to them, You have knowledge of the man and of his talk.
12And they said, That is not true; now give us his story. Then he said, This is
what he said tome: The Lord says, I havemade you king over Israel. 13Then
straight away everyone took his robe and put it under him on the top of the
steps, and, sounding the horn, they said, Jehu is king. 14 So Jehu, the son of
Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, made designs against Joram. (Now Joram
and all the army of Israel were keeping watch on Ramoth-gilead because of
Hazael, king of Aram: 15But King Joram had gone back to Jezreel to get well
from thewoundswhich theAramaeanshad givenhimwhenhewasfighting
against Hazael, king of Aram.) And Jehu said, If this is your purpose, then let
no one get away and go out of the town to give news of it in Jezreel. 16So Jehu
got into his carriage and went to Jezreel, for Joramwas ill in bed there; and
Ahaziah, king of Judah, had come down to see Joram. 17And the watchman
on the tower in Jezreel saw Jehu and his band coming, and said, I see a band
of people. And Joram said, Send out a horseman to them, and let him say,
Is it peace? 18 So a horseman went out to them and said, The king says, Is
it peace? And Jehu said, What have you to do with peace? come after me.
And thewatchman gave themword, saying, The horsemanwent up to them,
but has not come back. 19 Then he sent out a second horseman, who came
up to them and said, The king says, Is it peace? And Jehu said in answer,
What have you to dowith peace? come afterme. 20And thewatchman gave
themword, saying,Hewentup to themandhasnot comebackagain; and the
driving is like the driving of Jehu, son of Nimshi, for he is driving violently.
21Then Joramsaid,Make ready. So theymadehis carriage ready; and Joram,
king of Israel, with Ahaziah, king of Judah, went out in their carriages for
the purpose of meeting Jehu; and they came face to face with him at the
field of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22 Now when Joram saw Jehu he said, Is it
peace, Jehu? And he said in answer, What peace is possible while all the
land is full of the disgusting sins of yourmother Jezebel, and her secret arts?
23 Then Joram, turning his horses in flight, said to Ahaziah, Broken faith, O
Ahaziah! 24 Then Jehu took his bow in his hand, and with all his strength
sent an arrow, wounding Joram between the arms; and the arrow came out
at his heart, and he went down on his face in his carriage. 25Then Jehu said
to Bidkar, his captain, Take him up, and put him in the field of Naboth the
Jezreelite: for is not that day in your memory when you and I together on
our horses were going after Ahab, his father, and the Lord put this fate on
him, saying: 26 I saw the blood of Naboth and of his sons yesterday; and I
will give you full payment in this field, says the Lord? So now, take him and
put him in this field, as the Lord said. 27Now when Ahaziah, king of Judah,
saw this, he went in flight by the way of the garden house. And Jehu came
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after him and said, Put him to death in the same way; and they gave him a
death-wound in his carriage, on the slope up to Gur, by Ibleam; and hewent
in flight toMegiddo, where death came to him. 28And his servants took him
in a carriage to Jerusalem, and put him into the earth with his fathers in the
town of David. 29 (In the eleventh year of the rule of Joram, the son of Ahab,
Ahaziahbecameking over Judah.) 30Andwhen Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel
hadnews of it; and, painting her eyes anddressing her hairwith ornaments,
she put her head out of the window. 31 And when Jehu was coming into
the town, she said, Is all well, O Zimri, taker of your master's life? 32 Then,
looking up to thewindow, he said,Who is onmy side, who? and two or three
unsexed servants put out their heads. 33And he said, Take her and put her
out of the window. So they sent her down with force, and her blood went
in a shower on the wall and on the horses; and she was crushed under their
feet. 34Andhe came in, and took foodanddrink; thenhe said, Nowsee to this
cursed woman, and put her body into the earth, for she is a king's daughter.
35And they went out to put her body into the earth, but nothing of her was
to be seen, only the bones of her head, and her feet, and parts of her hands.
36 So they came back and gave him word of it. And he said, This is what the
Lord said by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the heritage of Jezreel
thefleshof Jezebelwill become food fordogs; 37And thedeadbodyof Jezebel
will be like waste dropped on the face of the earth in the heritage of Jezreel;
so that they will not be able to say, This is Jezebel.

10
1Now therewere in Samaria seventy of Ahab's sons. And Jehu sent letters

toSamaria, to the rulersof the town, and to the responsiblemen, and to those
who had the care of the sons of Ahab, saying, 2 Straight away, when you get
this letter, seeing that your master's sons are with you, and that you have
carriages and horses and a walled town and arms; 3Take the best and most
upright of your master's sons, and make him king in his father's place, and
put up a fight for your master's family. 4But they were full of fear, and said,
The two kings have gone down before him: how may we keep our place?
5 So the controller of the king's house, with the ruler of the town, and the
responsible men, and those who had the care of Ahab's sons, sent to Jehu,
saying, We are your servants and will do all your orders; we will not make
anyman king; do whatever seems best to you. 6Then he sent them a second
letter, saying, If you are onmy side, and if youwill domy orders, come tome
at Jezreel by this time tomorrow, with the heads of yourmaster's sons. Now
the king's seventy sons were with the great men of the town, who had the
care of them. 7And when the letter came to them, they took the king's sons
and put them to death, all the seventy, and put their heads in baskets and
sent them to him at Jezreel. 8And a man came and said to him, They have
come with the heads of the king's sons. And he said, Put them down in two
masses at the doorway of the town till themorning. 9And in themorning he
went out and, stopping, said to all the people there, You are upright men: it
is true that Imade designs againstmymaster, and put him to death; butwho
is responsible for the death of all these? 10You may be certain that nothing
which the Lord has said about the family of Ahab will be without effect; for
the Lord has done what he said by his servant Elijah. 11 So Jehu put to death
all the rest of the seed of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his relations and his near
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friends andhis priests, till therewerenomoreof them. 12Thenhegot upand
came to Samaria. And he was at the meeting-place of the keepers of sheep,
by the way, 13When he came across the brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah,
and said, Who are you? And they said, We are the brothers of Ahaziah, king
of Judah; we are going down to see the children of the king and of the queen.
14 And he said, Take them living. So they took them living, and put them
to death in the water-hole of Beth-eked; of the forty-two men he put every
one to death; 15 And when he had gone away from there, he came across
Jehonadab, the son of Rechab: and he said good-day to him, and said to him,
Is your heart true to mine, as mine is to yours? And Jehonadab in answer
said, It is; and Jehu said, If it is, give me your hand. And he gave him his
hand, and hemade him comeup into his carriage. 16Andhe said, Comewith
meandseehowIamonfire for theLord's cause. Sohemadehimgowithhim
in his carriage. 17Andwhen he came to Samaria, he put to death all those of
Ahab's family whowere still in Samaria, till there were nomore of them, as
the Lord had said to Elijah. 18Then Jehu got all the people together and said
to them, Ahabwas Baal's servant in a small way, but Jehuwill be his servant
on a great scale. 19Now send for all the prophets of Baal and all his servants
and all his priests, to come to me; let no one keep away: for I have a great
offering to make to Baal; anyone who is not present, will be put to death.
This Jehu did with deceit, his purpose being the destruction of the servants
of Baal. 20And Jehu said, Let there be a special holymeeting for theworship
of Baal. So a public statement was made. 21 And Jehu sent out through all
Israel; and all the servants of Baal came, not one kept away. And they came
into the house of Baal, so that it was full from end to end. 22And Jehu said to
him who kept the robes, Get out robes for all the servants of Baal. So he got
out robes for them. 23 And Jehu, with Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, went
into the house of Baal; and he said to the servants of Baal, Make a search
with care, to see that no servant of the Lord is with you, but only servants
of Baal. 24 Then they went in to make offerings and burned offerings. Now
Jehu had put eighty men outside, and said to them, If any man whom I give
into your hands gets away, the life of him who lets him go will be the price
of his life. 25Then when the burned offering was ended, straight away Jehu
said to the armedmen and the captains, Go in and put them to death; let not
one come out. So they put them to the sword; and, pulling the images to the
earth, theywent into the holy place of the house of Baal. 26And they took out
the image of Asherah from the house of Baal, and had it burned. 27The altar
of Baal was pulled down and the house of Baal was broken up andmade an
unclean place, as it is to this day. 28So Jehu put an end to theworship of Baal
in Israel. 29But Jehu did not keep himself from all the sins of Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, and the evil hemade Israel do; the gold oxenwere still in Beth-
el and in Dan. 30And the Lord said to Jehu, Because you have done well in
doing what is right inmy eyes and effecting all my purpose for the family of
Ahab, your sons will be kings of Israel to the fourth generation. 31But Jehu
did not take care to keep the law of the Lord with all his heart: he did not
keephimself fromthesinwhich Jeroboamdidandmade Israeldo. 32 In those
days the Lordwas angry firstwith Israel; andHazaelmade attacks on all the
land of Israel, 33East of Jordan, in all the land of Gilead, the Gadites and the
Reubenites and the Manassites, from Aroer by the valley of the Arnon, all
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Gilead and Bashan. 34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all he did, and his
great power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 35And Jehu went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth
in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son became king in his place. 36And the time
of Jehu's rule over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

11
1Nowwhen Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead,

she had all the rest of the seed of the kingdom put to death. 2But Jehosheba,
the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, secretly took Joash, the son
of Ahaziah, with the woman who took care of him, away from among the
king's sons who were put to death, and put him in the bedroom; and they
kept him safe from Athaliah, so that he was not put to death. 3And for six
years she kept him safe in the house of the Lord, while Athaliah was ruling
over the land. 4 Then in the seventh year, Jehoiada sent for the captains of
hundredsof theCarians, and thearmedmen, and taking theminto thehouse
of the Lord, made an agreement with them, and made them take an oath in
the house of the Lord, and let them see the king's son. 5And he gave them
orders, saying, This is what you are to do: the third part of you, who come
in on the Sabbath and keep the watch of the king's house, 6 ... 7And the two
divisions of you, who go out on the Sabbath and keep thewatch of the house
of the Lord, 8Willmake a circle round the king, everymanbeing armed; and
whoever comes inside your lines is to be put to death; keep with the king,
when he goes out andwhen he comes in. 9And the captains of hundreds did
as Jehoiada the priest gave them orders; every one took with him his men,
those who came in and those who went out on the Sabbath, and they came
in to Jehoiada the priest. 10And the priest gave to the captains of hundreds
the spears and body-covers which had been King David's, and which were
kept in the house of the Lord. 11Then the armedmen tookup their positions,
every man with his instruments of war in his hand, from the right side of
the house to the left, round about the altar and the house. 12 Then he made
the king's son come out, and put the crown on him and the arm-bands, and
made him king, and put the holy oil on him; and they all, making sounds of
joywith their hands, said, Long life to the king. 13NowAthaliah, hearing the
noisemadeby the people, came to the people in thehouse of the Lord; 14And
looking, she saw the king in his regular place by the pillar, and the captains
and the horns near him; and all the people of the land giving signs of joy and
sounding the horns. Then Athaliah, violently parting her robes, gave a cry,
saying, Broken faith, broken faith! 15Then Jehoiada the priest gave orders to
those who were placed in authority over the army, saying, Take her outside
the lines, and let anyone who goes after her be put to death with the sword,
for he said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord. 16So they put
their hands on her, and she went to the king's house by the doorway of the
horses, and there shewas put to death. 17And Jehoiadamade an agreement
between the Lord and the king and the people, that theywould be the Lord's
people; and in the samewaybetween the king and the people. 18Then all the
people of the landwent to thehouse ofBaal andhad it pulleddown: its altars
and imageswere all broken to bits, andMattan, the priest of Baal, they put to
death before the altars. And the priest put overseers over the Lord's house.
19 Then he took the captains of hundreds, and the Carians, and the armed
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men, and all the people of the land; and they came downwith the king from
the house of the Lord, through the doorway of the armedmen, to the king's
house. And he took his place on the seat of the kings. 20 So all the people of
the land were glad, and the town was quiet; and they had put Athaliah to
death with the sword at the king's house. 21 And Jehoash was seven years
old when he became king.

12
1 In the seventh year of Jehu's rule, Jehoash became king; and he was

ruling for forty years in Jerusalem; his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-
sheba. 2 Jehoash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all his days,
because he was guided by the teaching of Jehoiada the priest. 3 But the
high places were not taken away; the people went on making offerings and
burning them in the high places. 4 And Jehoash said to the priests, All the
money of the holy things, which comes into the house of the Lord, (the
amountfixed for everyman's payment,) andall themoneygivenbyanyman
freely from the impulse of his heart, 5 Let the priests take, every man from
his friends and neighbours, to make good what is damaged in the house,
wherever it is to be seen. 6 But in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash,
the priests had not made good the damaged parts of the house. 7Then King
Jehoash sent for Jehoiada the priest, and the other priests, and said to them,
Why have you not made good what is damaged in the house? now take no
more money from your neighbours, but give it for the building up of the
house. 8 So the priests made an agreement to take no more money from
the people, and not to make good what was damaged in the house. 9 But
Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and making a hole in the cover of it, put
it by the altar, on the right side when one comes into the house of the Lord;
and thepriestswhokept thedoorput in it regularly all themoneywhichwas
taken into the house of the Lord. 10Andwhen they saw that therewasmuch
money in the chest, the king's scribe and the high priest came and put it in
bags, noting the amount of all themoney therewas in the house of the Lord.
11And themoneywhichwasmeasured out they gave regularly to thosewho
were responsible for overseeing the work, and these gave it in payment to
the woodworkers and the builders who were working on the house of the
Lord, 12And to the wall-builders and the stone-cutters, and to get wood and
cut stone for building up the broken parts of the house of the Lord, and for
everything needed to put the house in good order. 13 But the money was
not used for making silver cups or scissors or basins or wind-instruments
or any vessels of gold or silver for the house of the Lord; 14 But it was all
given to the workmen who were building up the house. 15And they did not
get any statement of accounts from the men to whom the money was given
for the workmen, for they made use of it with good faith. 16 The money of
the offerings for error and the sin-offerings was not taken into the house of
the Lord; it was the priests'. 17 Then Hazael, king of Aram, went up against
Gath and took it; andhis purposewas to goup to Jerusalem. 18Then Jehoash,
king of Judah, took all the holy things which Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and
Ahaziah his fathers, the kings of Judah, had given to the Lord, together with
the things he himself had given, and all the gold in the Temple store and in
the king's house, and sent it toHazael, king of Aram; and hewent away from
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Jerusalem. 19Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all he did, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 20And his servants
made a secret design and put Joash to death at the house ofMillo on theway
down to Silla. 21And Jozacar, the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad, the son of
Shomer, his servants, came to him and put him to death; and they put him
into the earth with his fathers in the town of David; and Amaziah his son
became king in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash, the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah,

Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for
seventeen years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the sins of
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, which he did and made Israel do; he did not
keep himself from them. 3 So the wrath of the Lord was burning against
Israel, and he gave them up into the power of Hazael, king of Aram, and
into the power of Ben-hadad, the son of Hazael, again and again. 4 Then
Jehoahazmade prayer to the Lord, and the Lord gave ear to him, for he saw
how cruelly Israel was crushed by the king of Aram. 5 (And the Lord gave
Israel a saviour, so that they became free from the hands of the Aramaeans;
and the children of Israel were living in their tents as in the past. 6But still
they did not give up the sin of Jeroboam, which hemade Israel do, but went
onwith it; and therewas an image of Asherah in Samaria.) 7For out of all his
army, Jehoahaz had only fifty horsemen and ten carriages and ten thousand
footmen; the king of Aramhad given themup to destruction, crushing them
like dust. 8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all he did, and his great
power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel?
9And Jehoahaz went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth in
Samaria; and Joash his son became king in his place. 10 In the thirty-seventh
year of the rule of Joash, king of Judah, Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, became
king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for sixteen years. 11Hedid evil in the eyes
of the Lord, not turning away from the sin of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,
which he did and made Israel do, but he went on with it. 12 Now the rest
of the acts of Joash, and all he did, and the force with which he went to
war against Amaziah, king of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Israel? 13And Joash went to rest with his fathers
and Jeroboam took his place as king; and Joash was put into the earth in
Samaria with the kings of Israel. 14Now Elisha became ill with the disease
which was the cause of his death: and Joash, king of Israel, came down to
him, and weeping over him said, My father, my father, the war-carriages of
Israel and its horsemen! 15 Then Elisha said to him, Take bow and arrows:
and he took bow and arrows. 16And he said to the king of Israel, Put your
hand on the bow: and he put his hand on it; and Elisha put his hands on the
king's hands. 17 Then he said; Let the window be open to the east: and he
got it open. Then Elisha said, Let the arrow go; and he let it go. And he said,
TheLord's arrowof salvation, of salvationoverAram; for youwill overcome
the Aramaeans in Aphek and put an end to them. 18 And he said, Take the
arrows: andhe took them. Andhe said to the king of Israel, Send themdown
into the earth; andhedid so three timesandnomore. 19Then themanofGod
was angry with him and said, If you had done it five or six times, then you
would have overcome Aram completely; but now you will only overcome
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them three times. 20And death came to Elisha and they put his body into the
earth. Now in the spring of the year, armed bands of Moabites frequently
came, overrunning the land. 21 And while they were putting a dead man
into the earth, they saw a band coming; and they put the man quickly into
the place where Elisha's body was; and the dead man, on touching Elisha's
bones, came to life again, and got up on his feet. 22And Israel was crushed
under the power of Hazael, king of Aram, all the days of Jehoahaz. 23 But
the Lord was kind to them and had pity on them, caring for them, because
of his agreement with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; he would not put them to
destruction or send themaway frombefore his face till now. 24ThenHazael,
king of Aram, came to his end; and Ben-hadad his son became king in his
place. 25And Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, took again from Ben-hadad, the
son of Hazael, the towns which he had taken from Jehoahaz his father in
war. Three times Jehoash overcame him and got back the towns of Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah, the

son of Joash, became king of Judah. 2 He was twenty-five years old when
he became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his
mother's name was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem. 3He did what was right in the
eyes of the Lord, though not like David his father; he did as Joash his father
had done. 4 But still the high places were not taken away; the people went
on making offerings and burning them in the high places. 5Now when he
became strong in the kingdom, straight away he put to death those servants
who had taken the life of the king his father; 6 But he did not put their
children to death; for the orders of the Lord recorded in the book of the law
of Moses say, The fathers are not to be put to death for the children, or the
children for their fathers; but a man is to be put to death for the sin which
he himself has done. 7He put to the sword twelve thousandmen of Edom in
the Valley of Salt, and took Sela in war, naming it Joktheel, as it is to this day.
8Then Amaziah sent representatives to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, son of
Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 9And
Jehoash, kingof Israel, sent toAmaziah, kingof Judah, saying, The thorn-tree
in Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter to my
son for awife: and a beast from thewoodland in Lebanonwent by, crushing
the thorn under his feet. 10 It is true that you have overcome Edomand your
heart is uplifted; let that glory be enough for you, and keep in your country;
why do youmake causes of trouble, putting yourself, and Judahwith you, in
danger of downfall? 11 But Amaziah gave no attention. So Jehoash, king of
Israel,wentup, andheandAmaziah, kingof Judah, came face to faceatBeth-
shemesh, which is in Judah. 12 And Judah was overcome before Israel, so
that they went in flight, everyman to his tent. 13And Jehoash, king of Israel,
madeAmaziah, king of Judah, the sonof Jehoash, sonofAhaziah, prisoner at
Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and had thewall of Jerusalempulled
down from the doorway of Ephraim to the door in the angle, four hundred
cubits. 14Andhe took all the gold and silver andall the vesselswhichwere in
the house of the Lord and in the store-house of the king, together with those
whose lives would be the price of broken faith, and went back to Samaria.
15Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash, andhis power, andhowhewent towar
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withAmaziah, king of Judah, are theynot recorded in the bookof thehistory
of the kings of Israel? 16And Jehoash went to rest with his fathers, and was
put into the earth in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son
became king in his place. 17Amaziah, the son of Joash, king of Judah, went
on living for fifteen years after the death of Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz, king
of Israel. 18And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Judah? 19Now they made a secret design
against him in Jerusalem; andhewent inflight toLachish, but they sent after
him to Lachish and put him to death there. 20 And they took his body on
horseback and put it into the earth with his fathers in Jerusalem, the town
ofDavid. 21Thenall thepeople of Judah tookAzariah,whowas sixteenyears
old, andmade himking in place of his father Amaziah. 22Hewas the builder
of Elath, which he got back for Judah after the death of the king. 23 In the
fifteenth year of the rule of Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam,
the son of Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, ruling for forty-one
years. 24He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not turning away from the sin
which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made Israel do. 25He got back
the old limits of Israel from the way into Hamath to the sea of the Arabah,
as the Lord had said by his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet
of Gath-hepher. 26For the Lord saw how bitter was the trouble of Israel, and
thateveryonewascutoff, hewhowasshutupandhewhowent free, and that
Israel hadnohelper. 27And the Lordhadnot said that the nameof Israelwas
tobe takenaway fromtheearth; buthegave themasaviour in Jeroboam, the
son of Joash. 28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all he did, and his
power, and how he went to war with Damascus, causing the wrath of the
Lord to be turned away from Israel, are they not recorded in the book of the
history of the kings of Israel? 29And Jeroboamwent to rest with his fathers,
and was put into the earth with the kings of Israel; and Zechariah his son
became king in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of the rule of Jeroboam, king of Israel,

Azariah, son of Amaziah, became king of Judah. 2He was sixteen years old
when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two years;
his mother's name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 3And he did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had done. 4 But he did not
take away the high places, and the people still went onmaking offerings and
burning them in the high places. 5And the Lord sent disease on the king and
he became a leper, and to the day of his death hewas living separately in his
private house. And Jotham his son was over his house, judging the people
of the land. 6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all he did, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 7And Azariah
went to restwithhis fathers andwasput into the earthwithhis fathers in the
town of David; and Jotham his son became king in his place. 8 In the thirty-
eighth year of Azaliah, king of Judah, Zechariah, son of Jeroboam, was king
over Israel for six months. 9 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his
father had done, not turning away from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat, did and made Israel do. 10 And Shallum, the son of Jabesh, made a
secret design against him, and, attacking him in Ibleam, put him to death
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and became king in his place. 11Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah are
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 12 This was what
the Lord had said to Jehu, Your sons to the fourth generationwill be kings of
Israel. And so it came about. 13 Shallum, the son of Jabesh, became king in
the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah, king of Judah; and he was ruling in Samaria
for the space of one month. 14 Then Menahem, the son of Gadi, went up
from Tirzah and came to Samaria, and attacking Shallum, son of Jabesh,
in Samaria, put him to death and made himself king in his place. 15 Now
the rest of the acts of Shallum, and the secret design which he made, are
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 16Then Menahem
sent destruction on Tappuah and all the people in it, and its limits, from
Tirzah, because they would not let him come in; and he had all the women
who were with child cut open. 17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah, king of
Judah, Menahem, the son of Gadi, became king over Israel, and was ruling
in Samaria for ten years. 18He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not
keep himself from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made
Israel do. 19 In his day, Pul, the king of Assyria, cameup against the land; and
Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver so that hemight let him keep
the kingdom. 20AndMenahem got the money from Israel, from all the men
of wealth, fifty silver shekels from every man, to give to the king of Assyria.
So the king of Assyria went back without stopping in the land. 21Now the
rest of the acts of Menahem, and all he did, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Israel? 22AndMenahemwent to rest with
his fathers; and Pekahiah his son became king in his place. 23 In the fiftieth
year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah, the son of Menahem, became king
over Israel in Samaria, ruling for two years. 24 He did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, not turning from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did
and made Israel do. 25And Pekah, the son of Remaliah, his captain, made a
secretdesignagainsthim, attackinghimin theking's greathouse inSamaria;
andwith himwere fiftymen of Gilead; and he put him to death and became
king in his place. 26Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all he did, are
recorded in thebookof thehistory of the kings of Israel. 27 In thefifty-second
year ofAzariah, kingof Judah, Pekah, the sonofRemaliah, becamekingover
Israel in Samaria, ruling for twenty years. 28He did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, not turning from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and
made Israel do. 29 In the days of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser, king of
Assyria, came and took Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh
and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee and all the land of Naphtali; and he took
the people away to Assyria. 30 And Hoshea, the son of Elah, made a secret
design against Pekah, the son of Remaliah, and, attacking him, put him to
death and became king in his place, in the twentieth year of Jotham, the son
of Uzziah. 31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all he did, are recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 32 In the second year of Pekah,
the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham, the son of Uzziah, became king
of Judah. 33Hewas twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was
ruling for sixteen years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jerusha,
the daughter of Zadok. 34And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
as his father Uzziah had done. 35 But he did not take away the high places,
and the people still went onmaking offerings and burning them in the high
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places. He was the builder of the higher doorway of the house of the Lord.
36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all he did, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days the Lord first
sent against Judah, Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah.
38And Jothamwent to rest with his fathers, andwas put into the earth in the
town of David his father; and Ahaz his son became king in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah, the son of Remaliah, Ahaz, the son of

Jotham, becameking of Judah. 2Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhebecame
king; he was ruling for sixteen years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was
right in the eyes of the Lord his God, as David his father did. 3 But he went
in the ways of the kings of Israel, and even made his son go through the
fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had sent out
of the land before the children of Israel. 4And he made offerings, burning
them in the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. 5Then
Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to
Jerusalem to make war; and they made an attack on Ahaz, shutting him in,
but were not able to overcome him. 6At that time the king of Edom got Elath
back for Edom, and sent the Jews out of Elath; and the Edomites came back
to Elath where they are living to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent representatives to
Tiglath-pileser, kingofAssyria, saying, I amyour servant andyour son; come
to my help against the kings of Aram and Israel who have taken up arms
against me. 8And Ahaz took the silver and gold which were in the house of
the Lord and in the king's store-house, and sent them as an offering to the
king of Assyria. 9And the king of Assyria, in answer to his request, went up
against Damascus and took it, and took its people away as prisoners to Kir,
and put Rezin to death. 10 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus for a meeting
with Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria; and there he saw the altar which was
at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest a copy of the altar,
giving the design of it and all the details of its structure. 11And from the copy
KingAhaz sent fromDamascus, Urijahmade an altar andhad it ready by the
timeKingAhaz cameback fromDamascus. 12Andwhen the king came from
Damascus, he saw the altar; and hewent up on it andmade an offering on it.
13Hemade his burned offering and his meal offering and his drink offering
there, draining out the blood of his peace-offerings on the altar. 14And the
brass altar, which was before the Lord, he took from the front of the house,
from between his altar and the house of the Lord, and put it on the north
side of his altar. 15 And King Ahaz gave orders to Urijah the priest, saying,
Make the morning burned offering and the evening meal offering and the
king's burned offering and meal offering, with the burned offerings of all
the people and their meal offerings and drink offerings, on the great altar,
and put on it all the blood of the burned offerings and of the beasts which
are offered; but the brass altar will be for my use to get directions from the
Lord. 16So Urijah the priest did everything as the king said 17AndKing Ahaz
tookoff the sides of thewheeledbases, and tookdown the greatwater-vessel
from off the brass oxen which were under it and put it on a floor of stone.
18 ***the house of the Lord, because of the king of Assyria. 19Now the rest of
the things which Ahaz did, are they not recorded in the book of the history
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of the kings of Judah? 20And Ahazwent to rest with his fathers, andwas put
into the earth with his fathers in the town of David; and Hezekiah his son
became king in his place.

17
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz, king of Judah, Hoshea, the son of Elah,

became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for nine years. 2He did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, though not like the kings of Israel before him. 3Against
him came up Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, and Hoshea became his servant
and sent him offerings. 4But Hoshea's broken faith became clear to the king
of Assyria because he had sent representatives to So, king of Egypt, and did
not send his offering to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: so
the king of Assyria had him shut up in prison and put in chains. 5 Then the
king of Assyria went through all the land and came up to Samaria, shutting
it in with his forces for three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of
Assyria tookSamaria, and took Israel away toAssyria, placing them inHalah
and in Habor on the river Gozan, and in the towns of the Medes. 7And the
wrathof theLord cameon Israel because theyhaddoneevil against theLord
their God, who took them out of the land of Egypt from under the yoke of
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and had becomeworshippers of other gods, 8Living
by the rules of the nations whom the Lord had sent out from before the
children of Israel. 9And the children of Israel did secretly against the Lord
theirGod thingswhichwerenot right, buildinghighplaces for themselves in
all their towns, from the tower of the watchmen to the walled town. 10They
put up pillars of stone and wood on every high hill and under every green
tree: 11 Burning their offerings in all the high places, as those nations did
whomtheLord sent away frombefore them; theydid evil things,moving the
Lord to wrath; 12 And they made themselves servants of disgusting things,
though the Lord had said, You are not to do this. 13And he gave witness to
Israel and Judah, by every prophet and seer, saying, Come back from your
evil ways, and do my orders and keep my rules, and be guided by the law
which I gave to your fathers and sent to you by my servants the prophets.
14And they did not give ear, but became stiff-necked, like their fathers who
had no faith in the Lord their God. 15And they went against his rules, and
the agreement which he made with their fathers, and his laws which he
gave them; they gave themselves up to things without sense or value, and
became foolish like the nations round them, of whom the Lord had said, Do
not as they do. 16And turning their backs on all the orders which the Lord
had given them, theymade for themselves images ofmetal, and the image of
Asherah,worshipping all the stars of heavenandbecoming servants to Baal.
17And theymade their sonsand theirdaughters go through thefire, and they
made use of secret arts and unnatural powers, and gave themselves up to
doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, till he was moved to wrath. 18 So the Lord
was very angry with Israel, and his face was turned away from them: only
the tribe of Judah kept its place. 19 (But even Judah did not keep the orders
of the Lord their God, but were guided by the rules which Israel had made.
20 So the Lord would have nothing to do with all the offspring of Israel, and
sent trouble on them, and gave themup into the hands of their attackers, till
he had sent them away from before his face.) 21 For Israel was broken off
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from the family of David, and they made Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, king,
who, driving them away from the laws of the Lord, made them do a great
sin. 22And the children of Israel went on with all the sins which Jeroboam
did; they did not keep themselves from them; 23Till the Lord put Israel away
frombefore his face, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So Israel
was taken away from their land to Assyria, to this day. 24 Then the king of
Assyria tookmen fromBabylon and fromCuthah andAvva andHamath and
Sepharvaim, andput them in the townsof Samaria inplaceof the childrenof
Israel; so theygot Samaria for theirheritage, living in its towns. 25Nowwhen
first they were living there they did not give worship to the Lord. So the
Lord sent lions among them, causing the death of some of them. 26 So they
said to the king of Assyria, The nations whom you have taken as prisoners
and put in the towns of Samaria, have no knowledge of the way of the god
of the land: so he has sent lions among them, causing their death, because
they have no knowledge of his way. 27Then the king of Assyria gave orders,
saying, Send there one of the priests whom you took away, and let him be
living there and teaching the people the way of the god of the land. 28 So
one of the priests whom they had taken away as a prisoner from Samaria
came back, and, living in Beth-el, became their teacher in the worship of
the Lord. 29 And every nation made gods for themselves, and put them in
the houses of the high places which the Samaritans hadmade, every nation
in the towns where they were living. 30The men of Babylon made Succoth-
benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made
Ashima, 31 The Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites gave
their children tobeburned in thefire toAdrammelechandAnammelech, the
gods of Sepharvaim. 32So theywent onworshipping the Lord, andmade for
themselves, from among all the people, priests for the high places, to make
offerings for them in the houses of the high places. 33 They gave worship
to the Lord, but they gave honour to their gods like the nations did from
whom they had been taken as prisoners. 34 So to this day they go on in their
old ways, not worshipping the Lord or keeping his orders or his ways or the
law and the rule which the Lord gave to the children of Jacob, to whom he
gave the name Israel; 35 And the Lord made an agreement with them and
gave them orders, saying, You are to have no other gods; you are not to
give worship to them or be their servants or make them offerings: 36 But
the Lord, who took you out of the land of Egypt with his great power and
his outstretched arm, he is your God, to whom you are to give worship and
make offerings: 37And the rules and the orders and the lawwhich he put in
writing for you, you are to keep and do for ever; you are to have no other
gods. 38And you are to keep in memory the agreement which I have made
with you; and you are to have no other gods. 39And you are to give worship
to the Lord your God; for it is he whowill give you salvation from the hands
of all who are against you. 40But they gave no attention, butwent on in their
old way. 41So these nations, worshipping the Lord, still were servants to the
images they had made; their children and their children's children did the
same; as their fathers did, so do they, to this day.

18
1Now in the third year of Hoshea, son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah, the
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son of Ahaz, became king of Judah. 2He was twenty-five years old when he
became king, ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his mother's name
was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah. 3He did what was right in the eyes of
the Lord as David his father had done. 4He had the high places taken away,
and the stone pillars broken to bits, and theAsherah cut down; and the brass
snakewhichMoseshadmadewas crushed topowderathis order, because in
those days the children of Israel had offerings burned before it, and he gave
it the name Nehushtan. 5He had faith in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that
therewasnoone likehimamongall thekingsof Judahwhowerebeforehim.
6For his heart was fixed on the Lord, not turning from his ways, and he did
his orderswhich theLordgave toMoses. 7And theLordwaswithhim; hedid
well in all his undertakings: and he took up arms against the king of Assyria
and was his servant no longer. 8He overcame the Philistines as far as Gaza
and its limits, from the tower of the watchman to the walled town. 9Now
in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea,
son of Elah, king of Israel, Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, came up against
Samaria, shutting it in with his armies. 10And at the end of three years they
took it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah's rule, which was the ninth year of
Hoshea, king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11 And the king of Assyria took
Israel away as prisoners into Assyria, placing them in Halah and in Habor
on the river Gozan, and in the towns of the Medes; 12 Because they did not
give ear to the voice of the Lord their God, but went against his agreement,
even against everything ordered byMoses, the servant of the Lord, and they
did not give ear to it or do it. 13Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah,
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came up against all the walled towns of Judah
and took them. 14And Hezekiah, king of Judah, sent to Lachish, to the king
of Assyria, saying, I have done wrong; give up attacking me, and whatever
you put on me I will undergo. And the payment he was to make was fixed
by the king of Assyria at three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of
gold. 15 So Hezekiah gave him all the silver in the house of the Lord, and in
the king's store-house. 16 And at that time Hezekiah had the gold from the
doors of the Lord's house, and from the door-pillars plated by him, cut off
and gave it to the king of Assyria. 17Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan
and the Rab-saris and the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem, to King
Hezekiah, with a strong force. And they went up and came to Jerusalem,
and took up their position by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway
of the washerman's field. 18And they sent for the king, and Eliakim, the son
of Hilkiah, who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the
son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to them. 19 And the Rab-shakeh said
to them, Say now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the great king, the
king of Assyria: In what are you placing your hope? 20 You say you have a
design, and strength for war, but these are only words. Now to whom are
you looking for support, that you have gone against my authority? 21 See,
now, you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt, which will go
through a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, to all who put their faith in him. 22 And if you say to me,
Our hope is in the Lord our God: is it not he, whose high places and altars
Hezekiah has taken away, saying to Judah and Jerusalem that worship may
only be given before this altar in Jerusalem? 23And now, take a chance with
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my master, the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if
you are able to put horsemen on them. 24How then may you put to shame
the least of my master's servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for
war-carriagesandhorsemen: 25Andhave Inowcomeup to senddestruction
on this place without the Lord's authority? It was the Lord himself who said
tome, Go up against this land andmake it waste. 26Then Eliakim, the son of
Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-shakeh, Will you kindly make
use of the Aramaean language in talking to your servants, for we are used
to it, and do not make use of the Jews' language in the hearing of the people
on thewall. 27But the Rab-shakeh said to them, Is it to yourmaster or to you
that my master has sent me to say these words? has he not sent me to the
men seated on the wall? for they are the people who will be short of food
with you when the town is shut in. 28 Then the Rab-shakeh got up and said
with a loud voice in the Jews' language, Give ear to the words of the great
king, the king of Assyria; 29 This is what the king says: Do not be tricked by
Hezekiah, for there is no salvation for you in him. 30Anddonot let Hezekiah
make you put your faith in the Lord, saying, The Lord will certainly keep us
safe, and this town will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria.
31Do not give ear to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says: Make
peacewithmeandcomeout tome; andeveryonewill be free to take the fruit
of his vine and of his fig-tree, and the water of his spring; 32 Till I come and
take you away to a land like yours, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread
and vine-gardens, a land of oil-giving olives and of honey, so that life and
not death may be your fate. Give no attention to Hezekiah when he says to
you, The Lordwill keepus safe. 33Has any one of the gods of the nations kept
his land from falling into the hands of the king of Assyria? 34Where are the
gods of Hamath and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, of Hena
and Ivvah? have they kept Samaria out of my hands? 35Who among all the
gods of these countries have kept their country from falling into my hands,
to give cause for the thought that the Lord will keep Jerusalem from falling
intomyhands? 36But the people kept quiet and gave himno answer: for the
king's order was, Give him no answer. 37 Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah,
who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph,
the recorder, came to Hezekiah, with their clothing parted as a sign of grief,
and gave him an account of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

19
1And on hearing it, King Hezekiah took off his robe, and put on haircloth,

andwent into thehouse of the Lord. 2Andhe sent Eliakim,whowas over the
house, and Shebna the scribe, and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3And they said to him, Hezekiah says,
This day is a day of trouble and punishment and shame; for the children are
ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth to them. 4 It may
be that theLordyourGodwill give ear to thewordsof theRab-shakeh,whom
the king of Assyria, his master, sent to say evil things against the living God,
and will make his words come to nothing: so thenmake your prayer for the
rest of the people. 5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6And
Isaiah said to them, This is what you are to say to your master: The Lord
says, Be not troubled by the words which the servants of the king of Assyria
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have said against me in your hearing. 7 See, I will put a spirit into him, and
bad news will come to his ears, and he will go back to his land; and there I
will have himput to death by the sword. 8So the Rab-shakehwent back, and
when he got there the king of Assyria wasmakingwar against Libnah, for it
had come to his ears that he had gone away from Lachish. 9Andwhen news
came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, had made an attack on him,
he sent representatives to Hezekiah again, saying, 10 This is what you are
to say to Hezekiah, king of Judah: Let not your God, in whom is your faith,
give you a false hope, saying, Jerusalem will not be given into the hands of
the king of Assyria. 11No doubt the story has come to your ears of what the
kings of Assyria have done to all lands, putting them to the curse; and will
you be kept safe? 12Did the gods of the nations keep safe those onwhommy
fathers sent destruction, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the children of
Edenwhowere in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of
Arpad, and the king of the townof Sepharvaim, ofHenaandof Ivvah? 14And
Hezekiah took the letter from the hands of those who had comewith it; and
after reading it,Hezekiahwentup to thehouseof theLord, opening the letter
there before the Lord. 15And Hezekiahmade his prayer to the Lord, saying,
O Lord, the God of Israel, seated between the winged ones, you only are the
Godof all the kingdomsof the earth; youhavemadeheavenandearth. 16Let
your ear be turned to us, O Lord, and let your eyes be open, O Lord, and see;
takenoteofall thewordsofSennacheribwhohas sentmen tosayevil against
the living God. 17 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have made waste the
nationsand their lands, 18Andhavegiven their gods to thefire; for theywere
no gods, but wood and stone, the work of men's hands; so they have given
them to destruction. 19But now, O Lord our God, give us salvation from his
hands, so that it may be clear to all the kingdoms of the earth that you and
only you, O Lord, are God. 20Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah,
saying, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, The prayerwhich you havemade to
me against Sennacherib, king of Assyria, has come to my ears. 21This is the
word which the Lord has said about him: In the eyes of the virgin daughter
of Zion you are shamed and laughed at; the daughter of Jerusalemhasmade
sport of you. 22Against whom have you said evil and bitter things? against
whom has your voice been loud and your eyes lifted up? even against the
Holy One of Israel. 23 You have sent your servants with evil words against
the Lord, and have said,With allmywar-carriages I have come up to the top
of the mountains, to the inmost parts of Lebanon; its tall cedars will be cut
down, and the best trees of its woods; I will come up into his highest places,
into his thickwoods. 24 I havemadewater-holes and taken theirwaters, and
with my foot I have made all the rivers of Egypt dry. 25Has it not come to
your ears how I did it long before, purposing it in times long past? Now I
have given effect to my design, so that by you strong townsmight be turned
into masses of broken walls. 26 This is why their townsmen had no power,
theywere broken and put to shame; theywere like the grass of the field and
the greenplant, like grass on the house-tops. 27But I have knowledge of your
gettingupandyour resting, of your goingout andyour coming in. 28Because
your wrath against me and your words of pride have come up to my ears, I
will put my hook in your nose andmy cord in your lips, and I will make you
go back by the way you came. 29 And this will be the sign to you: you will
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get your food this year fromwhat comes up of itself; and in the second year
from the produce of the same; and in the third year youwill put in your seed
and get in the grain and make vine-gardens and take of their fruit. 30 And
those of Judah who are still living will again take root in the earth and give
fruit. 31 For from Jerusalem those who have been kept safe will go out, and
those who are still living will go out of Mount Zion: by the fixed purpose of
the Lord of armies thiswill be done. 32For this cause the Lord says about the
king of Assyria, Hewill not come into this town, or send an arrow against it;
hewill not come before it with arms, or put up an earthwork against it; 33By
the way he came he will go back, and he will not get into this town, says the
Lord. 34 For I will keep this town safe, for my honour, and for the honour of
my servant David. 35And that night the angel of the Lord went out and put
to death in the army of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousand
men; and when the people got up early in the morning, there was nothing
to be seen but dead bodies. 36 So Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to
his place at Nineveh. 37And it came about, when he was worshipping in the
house of Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer put him
to death with the sword; and theywent in flight into the land of Ararat. And
Esar-haddon his son became king in his place.

20
1 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death. And Isaiah the prophet,

the sonofAmoz, came tohim, and said to him, TheLord says, Put yourhouse
in order, for your death is near. 2Then, turning his face to the wall, he made
his prayer to the Lord, saying, 3O Lord, keep in mind how I have been true
to you with all my heart, and have done what is good in your eyes. And
Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4Now before Isaiah had gone out of
the middle of the town, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 5Go back
and say toHezekiah, the ruler ofmypeople, The Lord, the God of David your
father, says, Your prayer has come tomy ears, and I have seen yourweeping;
see, I will make you well: on the third day you will go up to the house of
the Lord. 6 I will give you fifteen more years of life; and I will keep you and
this town safe from the hands of the king of Assyria; I will keep this town
safe, for my honour, and for the honour of my servant David. 7 Then Isaiah
said, Take a cake of figs. So they took it and put it on his wound, and he got
better. 8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, What is to be the sign that the Lord
will makemewell, and that I will go up to the house of the Lord on the third
day? 9 And Isaiah said, This is the sign the Lord will give you, that he will
do what he has said; will the shade go forward ten degrees or back? 10And
Hezekiah said in answer, It is a simple thing for the shade to go forward;
but let it go back ten degrees. 11Then Isaiah the prophet made prayer to the
Lord, and he made the shade go back ten degrees from its position on the
steps of Ahaz. 12At that time, Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king
of Babylon, sent letters with an offering to Hezekiah, because he had news
that Hezekiah had been ill. 13 And Hezekiah was glad at their coming and
let them see all his store of wealth, the silver and the gold and the spices and
the oil of great price, and the house of his arms, and everything therewas in
his stores; therewasnothing in all his house or his kingdomwhichHezekiah
did not let them see. 14Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and
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said to him, What did these men say and where did they come from? And
Hezekiah said, They came from a far country, even from Babylon. 15 And
he said, What have they seen in your house? And Hezekiah said in answer,
They saw everything in my house: there is nothing among my stores which
I did not let them see. 16And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word
of the Lord. 17 Truly, days are coming when everything in your house, and
whatever your fathers have put in store till this day, will be taken away to
Babylon: all will be gone, says the Lord. 18 And your sons, the offspring of
your body, they will take away to be unsexed servants in the house of the
king of Babylon. 19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, Good is the word of the
Lord which you have said. Then he said, ... if in my time there is peace and
righteousness? 20Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his power, and
how he made the pool and the stream, to take water into the town, are they
not recorded in thebookof thehistoryof thekingsof Judah? 21AndHezekiah
went to restwithhis fathers; andManassehhis sonbecameking inhis place.

21
1Manassehwas twelve years oldwhenhe becameking; for fifty-five years

he was ruling in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hephzi-bah. 2He
did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the disgusting ways of those nations
whom the Lord had sent out before the children of Israel. 3He put up again
the high places which had been pulled down by Hezekiah his father; he
made altars for Baal, and an Asherah, as Ahab, king of Israel, had done; he
was a worshipper and servant of all the stars of heaven. 4 And he put up
altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, In Jerusalemwill
I put my name. 5And he put up altars for all the stars of heaven in the two
outer squares of the house of the Lord. 6Andhemade his son go through the
fire, and made use of secret arts and signs for reading the future; he gave
positions to those who had control of spirits and to wonder-workers; he did
much evil in the eyes of the Lord, moving him to wrath. 7He put the image
of Asherah which he had made in the house of which the Lord had said to
David and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, the town
which I have made mine out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name
for ever. 8And never again will I send the feet of Israel wandering from the
land which I gave to their fathers; if only they will take care to do all my
orders, and keep all the law which my servant Moses gave them. 9But they
did not give ear; andManasseh made them domore evil than those nations
did, whom the Lord gave up to destruction before the children of Israel.
10 And the Lord said, by his servants the prophets, 11 Because Manasseh,
king of Judah, has done these disgusting things, doingmore evil than all the
Amoritesbeforehim, andmaking Judahdoevilwithhis false gods, 12For this
cause, says the Lord, the God of Israel, I will send such evil on Jerusalem and
Judah that the ears of all to whom the news comes will be burning. 13And
over Jerusalemwill be stretched the line of Samaria and theweight of Ahab;
Jerusalem will be washed clean as a plate is washed, and turned over on
its face. 14 And I will put away from me the rest of my heritage, and give
themup into thehandsof their haters,whowill take their property and their
goods for themselves; 15Because they have done evil inmy eyes, movingme
to wrath, from the day when their fathers came out of Egypt till this day.
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16More than this,Manasseh took the livesofuprightmen, till Jerusalemfrom
one end to the other was full of blood; in addition to his sin inmaking Judah
do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 17Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and
all he did, and his sins, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Judah? 18 So Manasseh went to rest with his fathers, and was put
into the earth in the garden of his house, in the garden of Uzza; and Amon
his son became king in his place. 19Amon was twenty-two years old when
he became king, ruling in Jerusalem for two years; his mother's name was
Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. 20He did evil in the eyes
of the Lord, as Manasseh his father had done. 21 He went in all the ways
of his father, being a servant and worshipper of the false gods to which his
father had been a servant; 22 Turning away from the Lord, the God of his
fathers, and not walking in his ways. 23 And the servants of Amon made a
secret design against him, and put the king to death in his house. 24But the
people of the land put to death all those who had taken part in the design
against the king, and made Josiah his son king in his place. 25Now the rest
of the acts which Amon did, are they not recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Judah? 26Hewas put in his last resting-place in the garden of
Uzza, and Josiah his son became king in his place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; and he was ruling in

Jerusalem for thirty-one years; his mother's namewas Jedidah, daughter of
AdaiahofBozkath. 2Hedidwhatwas right in the eyes of theLord,walking in
the ways of David his father, without turning to the right hand or to the left.
3Now in the eighteenth year after he became king, Josiah sent Shaphan, the
son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord,
saying to him, 4 Go up to Hilkiah, the chief priest, and let him give out the
money which is taken into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the
door have got together from the people; 5And let it be given to the overseers
of the work of the Lord's house, to give to the workmen who are making
good what was damaged in the house of the Lord; 6 To the woodworkers
and the builders and the stone-cutters; and for getting wood and cut stones
for the building up of the house. 7 They did not have to give any account
of the money which was handed to them, for they made use of it with good
faith. 8ThenHilkiah, the chief priest, said to Shaphan the scribe, I havemade
discovery of the book of the law in the house of the Lord. So Hilkiah gave
it to Shaphan; 9 Then, after reading it, Shaphan the scribe went in to the
king and gave him an account of what had been done, saying, Your servants
have given out the money which was in the house, and have given it to the
overseers of the work of the house of the Lord. 10 Then Shaphan the scribe
said to the king, Hilkiah the priest has givenme a book; and he was reading
it before the king. 11And the king, hearing the words of the book of the law,
took his robe in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief; 12 And
he gave orders to Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and
Achbor, the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's
servant, saying, 13 Go and get directions from the Lord for me and for the
people and for all Judah, about the words of this book which has come to
light; for great is the wrath of the Lordwhich is burning against us, because
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our fathers have not given ear to the words of this book, to do all the things
which are recorded in it. 14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam and Achbor
and Shaphan and Asaiah, went to Huldah the woman prophet, the wife of
Shallum, the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the robes, (now she
was living in Jerusalem, in the second part of the town;) and they had talk
with her. 15 And she said to them, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, Say to
the man who sent you to me, 16 These are the words of the Lord: See, I will
send evil on this place and on its people, even everything which the king
of Judah has been reading in the book; 17 Because they have given me up,
burning offerings to other gods and moving me to wrath by all the work of
their hands; so my wrath will be on fire against this place, and will not be
put out. 18 But to the king of Judah who sent you to get directions from the
Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said: As to the words
which have come to your ears, 19Because your heartwas soft, and youmade
yourself low beforeme, when you hadword ofwhat I said against this place
and its people, that they would become a waste and a curse, and you gave
signs of grief, weeping before me: truly, I have given ear to you, says the
Lord. 20For this cause I will let you go to your fathers and be put in your last
resting-place inpeace, andyour eyeswill not see all the evilwhich Iwill send
on this place. So they took this news back to the king.

23
1 Then the king sent and got together all the responsible men of Judah

and of Jerusalem. 2And the king went up to the house of the Lord, with all
the men of Judah and all the people of Jerusalem, and the priests and the
prophets and all the people, small and great; and they were present at his
reading of the book of the law which had come to light in the house of the
Lord. 3 And the king took his place by the pillar, and made an agreement
before the Lord, to go in the way of the Lord, and keep his orders and his
decisions and his rules with all his heart and all his soul, and to keep the
words of the agreement recorded in the book; and all the people gave their
word to keep the agreement. 4 Then the king gave orders to Hilkiah, the
chief priest, and to the priests of the second order, and to the keepers of
the door, to take out of the house of the Lord all the vessels made for Baal
and for the Asherah and for all the stars of heaven; and he had themburned
outside Jerusalemin thefieldsofKidron, and took thedustof themtoBeth-el.
5And he put an end to the false priests, who had been put in their positions
by the kings of Judah to see to the burning of offerings in the high places
in the towns of Judah and the outskirts of Jerusalem, and all those who
made offerings to Baal and to the sun and the moon and the twelve signs
and all the stars of heaven. 6 And he took the Asherah from the house of
the Lord, outside Jerusalem to the stream Kidron, burning it by the stream
and crushing it to dust, and he put the dust on the place where the bodies
of the common people were put to rest. 7 And he had the houses pulled
down of those who were used for sex purposes in the house of the Lord,
where women were making robes for the Asherah. 8 And he made all the
priests from the towns of Judah come into Jerusalem, and hemade unclean
the high places where the priests had been burning offerings, from Geba to
Beer-sheba; and he had the high places of the evil spirits pulled downwhich
were by the doorway of Joshua, the ruler of the town, on the left side of the
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way into the town. 9 Still the priests of the high places never came up to the
altar of the Lord in Jerusalem; but they took their food of unleavened bread
among their brothers. 10And Topheth, in the valley of the sons of Hinnom,
he made unclean, so that no man might make his son or his daughter go
through the fire to Molech. 11And he took away the horses which the kings
of Judah had given to the sun, at the way into the house of the Lord, by the
roomofNathan-melech, the unsexed servant, whichwas in the outer part of
the building, and the carriages of the sun he put on fire. 12And the altars on
the roof of the high room of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and
the altars which Manasseh had made in the two outer squares of the house
of the Lord, were pulled down and crushed to bits, and the dust of them
was put into the stream Kidron. 13 And the high places before Jerusalem,
on the south side of the mountain of destruction, which Solomon, king of
Israel, had made for Ashtoreth, the disgusting god of the Zidonians, and for
Chemosh, the disgusting god of Moab, and for Milcom, the disgusting god of
the children of Ammon, the king made unclean. 14 The stone pillars were
broken to bits and thewood pillars cut down, and the placeswhere they had
beenweremade full of the bones of the dead. 15And the altar at Beth-el, and
the high place put up by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel do
evil, that altar and that high placewere pulled down; and the high placewas
burned and crushed to dust and the Asherah was burned. 16 Then Josiah,
turning round, saw on themountain the places of the dead, and he sent and
had the bones taken out of their places and burned on the altar, somaking it
unclean, as the Lord had said by the man of God when Jeroboamwas in his
place by the altar on that feast-day. And he, turning his eyes to the resting-
place of the man of God who had given word of these things, said: 17What
is that headstone I see over there? And themen of the town said to him, It is
the resting-place of theman of Godwho came from Judah and gave word of
all these things which you have done to the altar of Beth-el. 18So he said, Let
him be; let not his bones be moved. So they let his bones be with the bones
of the prophet who came from Samaria. 19 Then Josiah took away all the
houses of the high places in the towns of Samaria, which the kings of Israel
had put up, moving the Lord to wrath, and he did with them as he had done
in Beth-el. 20And all the priests of the high places there he put to death on
the altars, burning the bones of the dead on them; and then he went back
to Jerusalem. 21And the king gave orders to all the people, saying, Keep the
Passover to the Lord your God, as it says in this book of the law. 22 Truly,
such a Passover had not been kept in all the days of the judges of Israel or of
the kings of Israel or the kings of Judah; 23 In the eighteenth year of the rule
of King Josiah this Passover was kept to the Lord in Jerusalem. 24 And all
those who had control of spirits, and the wonder-workers, and the images,
and the false gods, and all the disgusting things whichwere seen in the land
of Judah and in Jerusalem, Josiah put away, so that he might give effect to
the words of the agreement recorded in the book which Hilkiah the priest
made discovery of in the house of the Lord. 25Never before had there been a
king like him, turning to the Lordwith all his heart andwith all his soul and
with all his power, as the law ofMoses says; and after him therewas no king
like him. 26 But still the heat of the Lord's wrath was not turned back from
Judah, because of allManasseh haddone inmoving him towrath. 27And the
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Lord said, I will send Judah away from before my face, as I have sent Israel;
I will have nothingmore to dowith this town, which I hadmademine, even
Jerusalem, and theholy house ofwhich I said,Mynamewill be there. 28Now
the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all he did, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Judah? 29 In his days, Pharaoh-necoh, king
of Egypt, sent his armies against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates;
and King Josiah went out against him; and he put him to death at Megiddo,
when he had seen him. 30And his servants took his body in a carriage from
Megiddo to Jerusalem, and put him into the earth there. And the people of
the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and put the holy oil on him and
made him king in place of his father. 31 Jehoahazwas twenty-three years old
when he became king, ruling in Jerusalem for three months; his mother's
name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32He did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, as his fathers had done. 33And Pharaoh-necoh put him
in chains at Riblah in the land of Hamath, so that he might not be king in
Jerusalem; and took from the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver and a
talent of gold. 34Then Pharaoh-necoh made Eliakim, the son of Josiah, king
in place of Josiah his father, changing his name to Jehoiakim; but Jehoahaz
he took away toEgypt,wherehewas till his death. 35And Jehoiakimgave the
silver and gold to Pharaoh, taxing the land by his orders to get the money;
the people of the land had to give silver and gold, everyone as he was taxed,
to make the payment to Pharaoh-necoh. 36 Jehoiakimwas twenty-five years
old when he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years; his
mother's name was Zebidah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37He did
evil in the eyes of the Lord as his fathers had done.

24
1 In his days, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up and Jehoiakim

was his servant for three years; then he took up arms against him. 2 And
the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldaeans and of the Edomites and
of the Moabites and of the children of Ammon; sending them against Judah
for its destruction, as he had said by his servants the prophets. 3Only by the
word of the Lord did this fate come on Judah, to take themaway frombefore
his face; becauseof the sinsofManassehandall theevilhedid; 4Andbecause
of the death of those who had done no wrong, for he made Jerusalem full
of the blood of the upright; and the Lord had no forgiveness for it. 5 Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all he did, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Judah? 6So Jehoiakimwent to restwith his
fathers; and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place. 7And the king of
Egypt did not come out of his land again, for the king of Babylon had taken
all his country, from the stream of Egypt to the river Euphrates. 8 Jehoiachin
was eighteen years old when he became king, he was ruling in Jerusalem
for three months, and his mother's name was Nehushta, the daughter of
Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his father had
done. 10At that time the armies of Nebuchadnezzar came up to Jerusalem
and the town was shut in on every side. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, came there, while his servants were shutting in the town; 12 Then
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, went out to the king of Babylon, with his mother
and his servants and his chiefs and his unsexed servants; and in the eighth
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year of his rule the king of Babylon took him. 13 And he took away all the
storedwealth of the Lord's house, and the goods from the king's store-house,
cutting up all the gold vesselswhich Solomon, king of Israel, hadmade in the
house of the Lord, as the Lord had said. 14Andhe took away all the people of
Jerusalem and all the chiefs and all themen of war, ten thousand prisoners;
and all the expert workmen and themetal-workers; only the poorest sort of
the people of the landwere not taken away. 15He took Jehoiachin a prisoner
to Babylon, with his mother and his wives and his unsexed servants and
the great men of the land; he took them all as prisoners from Jerusalem to
Babylon. 16And all themen of war, seven thousand of them, and a thousand
expert workmen and metal-workers, all of them strong and able to take
up arms, the king of Babylon took away as prisoners into Babylon. 17 And
the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, his father's brother, king in place of
Jehoiachin, changing his name to Zedekiah. 18 Zedekiah was twenty-one
years old when he became king, and he was king in Jerusalem for eleven
years; his mother's name was Hamutal, daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
19He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Jehoiakim had done. 20And because
of thewrath of the Lord, this came about in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had
sent them all away frombefore him: and Zedekiah took up arms against the
king of Babylon.

25
1Now in the ninth year of his rule, on the tenth day of the tenth month,

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came against Jerusalemwith all his army
and took up his position before it, building earthworks all round the town.
2 And the town was shut in by their forces till the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah. 3Nowon theninthdayof the fourthmonth, the store of food in the
town was almost gone, so that there was no food for the people of the land.
4 So an opening was made in the wall of the town, and all the men of war
went in flight by night through the doorway between the two walls which
was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldaeans were stationed round the
town:) and thekingwentby thewayof theArabah. 5But theChaldaeanarmy
went after the king, and overtook him in the lowlands of Jericho, and all his
armywent in flight from him in every direction. 6And theymade the king a
prisoner and tookhimup to the king of Babylon at Riblah to be judged. 7And
they put the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes, and then they put out
his eyes, and chaining him with iron bands, took him to Babylon. 8Now in
the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, in the nineteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem; 9And he had the
house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, even
every great house, burned with fire; 10And the walls round Jerusalemwere
broken down by the Chaldaean army which was with the captain. 11 And
the rest of the people who were still in the town, and all those who had
given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and all the rest of theworkmen,
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, took away as prisoners; 12But
he let the poorest of the land go on living there, to take care of the vines and
the fields. 13And the brass pillars in the house of the Lord, and the wheeled
bases, and thegreat brasswater-vessel in thehouseof theLord,werebroken
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upby the Chaldaeans, who took the brass to Babylon. 14And the pots and the
spades and the scissors for the lights and the spoons, andall thebrass vessels
used in theLord's house, they tookaway. 15And thefire-trays and thebasins;
the gold of the gold vessels and the silver of the silver vessels, were all taken
away by the captain of the armed men. 16 The two pillars, the great water-
vessel and thewheeled bases, which Solomonhadmade for the house of the
Lord: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. 17One of the pillars
was eighteen cubits high, with a crown of brass on it; the crown was three
cubits high, circled with a network and apples all of brass; and the second
pillar had the same. 18And the captain of the armed men took Seraiah, the
chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the three door-keepers;
19And from the town he took the unsexed servant whowas over themen of
war, and five of the king's near friendswhowere in the town, and the scribe
of the captain of the army, whowas responsible for getting the people of the
land together in military order, and sixty men of the people of the land who
were in the town. 20TheseNebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, took
with him to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 And the king of Babylon put
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was taken away
prisoner from his land. 22As for the people who were still living in the land
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, did not take away, he
made Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler over them.
23Nowthe captains of thearmed forces, hearing that thekingofBabylonhad
made Gedaliah ruler, came with their men to Gedaliah at Mizpah; Ishmael,
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Seraiah, the son
of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah, the son of the Maacathite,
came with all their men. 24 Then Gedaliah gave his oath to them and their
men, saying, Have no fear because of the servants of the Chaldaeans; go
on living in the land under the rule of the king of Babylon, and all will be
well. 25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, the son
of Elishama, of the king's seed, came with ten men and made an attack on
Gedaliah, causing his death and the death of the Jews and the Chaldaeans
who were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, small and great, and
the captains of the forces, got up and went away to Egypt, for fear of the
Chaldaeans. 27And in the thirty-seventhyearafter Jehoiachin, kingof Judah,
had been taken prisoner, in the twelfthmonth, on the twenty-seventh day of
themonth, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year of his rule, took
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison; 28And said kind words to him, and
put his seat higher than the seats of the other kings who were with him in
Babylon. 29And his prison clothing was changed, and he was a guest at the
king's table every day for the rest of his life. 30And for his food, the king gave
him a regular amount every day for the rest of his life.
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The First Book of Chronicles
1 Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah,

Lamech; 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer
and Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 6And
the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Diphath and Togarmah. 7And the sons of
Javan: Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim and Rodanim. 8The sons of Ham: Cush
and Egypt, Put and Canaan. 9And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and
Sabta and Raama and Sabteca. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
10And Cush was the father of Nimrod: he was the first to be a great man in
the earth. 11AndEgyptwas the father of the Ludimand theAnamimand the
Lehabim and the Naphtuhim 12 And the Pathrusim and the Casluhim and
the Caphtorim (from whom came the Philistines). 13 And Canaan was the
father of Zidon, his oldest son, andHeth, 14And the Jebusite and the Amorite
and theGirgashite, 15And theHivite and the Arkite and the Sinite, 16And the
Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite. 17 The sons of Shem: Elam
and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram and Uz and Hul and Gether
and Meshech. 18And Arpachshad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was
the father of Eber. 19 And Eber had two sons: the name of the one was
Peleg, because in his days a divisionwasmade of the earth; andhis brother's
namewas Joktan. 20And Joktanwas the father of Almodad and Sheleph and
Hazarmaveth and Jerah 21 And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 22 And Ebal
and Abimael and Sheba 23AndOphir andHavilah and Jobab. All thesewere
the sons of Joktan. 24Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, 25Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26Serug,
Nahor, Terah, 27Abram (that is Abraham). 28The sons ofAbraham: Isaac and
Ishmael. 29These are their generations: the oldest son of Ishmael, Nebaioth;
then Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam, 30Mishma and Dumah, Massa, Hadad
and Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael.
32And the sons of Keturah, Abraham's servant-wife: she was the mother of
Zimran and Jokshan andMedan andMidian and Ishbak and Shuah. And the
sons of Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. 33 And the sons of Midian: Ephah and
EpherandHanochandAbidaandEldaah. All thesewere the sonsofKeturah.
34And Abraham was the father of Isaac. The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel.
35 The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel and Jeush and Jalam and Korah. 36 The
sons of Eliphaz: Teman and Omar, Zephi and Gatam, Kenaz and Timna and
Amalek. 37The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah andMizzah. 38And
the sons of Seir: Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and Anah and Dishon and
Ezer and Dishan. 39 And the sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam; and Timna
was Lotan's sister. 40 The sons of Shobal: Alian and Manahath and Ebal,
Shephi and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. 41 The sons of
Anah: Dishon. And the sons of Dishon: Hamran and Eshban and Ithran and
Cheran. 42The sons of Ezer: Bilhan and Zaavan, Jaakan. The sons of Dishan:
Uz and Aran. 43 Now these are the kings who were ruling in the land of
Edom, before there was any king over Israel: Bela, the son of Beor; his town
was named Dinhabah. 44 At his death, Jobab, the son of Zerah of Bozrah,
became king in his place. 45 At the death of Jobab, Husham, from the land
of the Temanites, became king in his place. 46And at the death of Husham,
Hadad, the sonof Bedad,whoovercameMidian in thefield ofMoab, became
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king; his town was named Avith. 47 And at the death of Hadad, Samlah of
Masrekah became king in his place. 48And at the death of Samlah, Shaul of
Rehoboth by the river became king in his place, 49And at the death of Shaul,
Baal-hanan, the son of Achbor, became king in his place. 50And at the death
ofBaal-hanan,Hadadbecameking inhisplace; his townwasnamedPai, and
hiswife's namewasMehetabel, the daughter ofMatred, the daughter ofMe-
zahab. 51AndHadadcame tohis end. Nowthechiefs ofEdomwere: the chief
of Timna, the chief of Aliah, the chief of Jetheth, 52The chief of Oholibamah,
the chief of Elah, the chief of Pinon, 53The chief of Kenaz, the chief of Teman,
the chief of Mibzar, 54 The chief of Magdiel, the chief of Iram. These are the
chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah, Issachar

and Zebulun; 2 Dan, Joseph and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 3 The
sons of Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah; these three were his sons by
Bathshua, the Canaanite woman. And Er, Judah's oldest son, did evil in the
eyes of the Lord; and he put him to death. 4 And Tamar, his daughter-in-
law, had Perez and Zerah by him. All the sons of Judah were five. 5 The
sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 6 And the sons of Zerah: Zimri and
Ethan and Heman and Calcol and Dara; five of them. 7 And the sons of
Carmi: Achan, the troubler of Israel, who did wrong about the cursed thing.
8 And the son of Ethan: Azariah. 9 And the sons of Hezron, the offspring
of his body: Jerahmeel and Ram and Chelubai. 10 And Ram was the father
of Amminadab; and Amminadab was the father of Nahshon, chief of the
children of Judah; 11And Nahshon was the father of Salma, and Salma was
the father of Boaz, 12 And Boaz was the father of Obed, and Obed was the
father of Jesse, 13 And Jesse was the father of Eliab, his oldest son, and
Abinadab, the second, andShimea, the third, 14Nethanel, the fourth, Raddai,
the fifth, 15 Ozem, the sixth, David, the seventh; 16 And their sisters were
Zeruiah and Abigail. And Zeruiah had three sons: Abishai and Joab and
Asahel. 17 And Abigail was the mother of Amasa; and the father of Amasa
was Jether the Ishmaelite. 18And Caleb, the son of Hezron, had children by
Azubah his wife, the daughter of Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher
and Shobab and Ardon. 19And after the death of Azubah, Caleb took as his
wife Ephrath, who was the mother of Hur. 20And Hur was the father of Uri;
and Uri was the father of Bezalel. 21And after that, Hezron had connection
with the daughter of Machir, the father of Gilead, whom he took as his wife
when he was sixty years old; and she had Segub by him. 22And Segub was
the father of Jair, who had twenty-three towns in the land of Gilead. 23And
GeshurandAramtook the tent-townsof Jair from them,withKenathand the
small places round it, even sixty towns. All these were the sons of Machir,
the father of Gilead. 24And after the death of Hezron, Caleb had connection
with Ephrath, his father Hezron's wife, and she gave birth to his son Asshur,
the father of Tekoa. 25And the sons of Jerahmeel, the oldest son of Hezron,
were Ram, the oldest, and Bunah and Oren and Ozem and Ahijah. 26 And
Jerahmeel had another wife, whose name was Atarah: she was the mother
of Onam. 27 And the sons of Ram, the oldest son of Jerahmeel, were Maaz
and Jamin and Eker. 28And the sons of Onamwere Shammai and Jada; and
the sons of Shammai: Nadab and Abishur. 29 And the name of Abishur's
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wife was Abihail; and she had Ahban and Molid by him. 30And the sons of
Nadab: Seled and Appaim; but Seled came to his end without sons. 31And
the sons of Appaim: Ishi. And the sons of Ishi: Sheshan. And the sons of
Sheshan: Ahlai. 32 And the sons of Jada, the brother of Shammai: Jether
and Jonathan; and Jether came to his end without sons. 33 And the sons
of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel. 34 Now
Sheshan had no sons, but only daughters. And Sheshan had an Egyptian
servant, whose namewas Jarha. 35And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha,
his servant, as a wife; and she had Attai by him. 36And Attai was the father
of Nathan, and Nathanwas the father of Zabad, 37And Zabadwas the father
of Ephlal, and Ephlal was the father of Obed, 38And Obed was the father of
Jehu, and Jehu was the father of Azariah, 39And Azariah was the father of
Helez, and Helez was the father of Eleasah, 40And Eleasah was the father of
Sismai, and Sismaiwas the father of Shallum, 41And Shallumwas the father
of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah was the father of Elishama. 42 And the sons of
Caleb, the brother of Jerahmeel, wereMareshah, his oldest son,whowas the
father of Ziph and Hebron. 43And the sons of Hebron: Korah and Tappuah
and Rekemand Shema. 44And Shemawas the father of Raham, the father of
Jorkeam, and Rekemwas the father of Shammai. 45And the son of Shammai
was Maon; and Maon was the father of Beth-zur. 46 And Ephah, Caleb's
servant-wife, had Haran and Moza and Gazez; and Haran was the father of
Gazez. 47And the sons of Jahdai: Regem and Jotham and Geshan and Pelet
and Ephah and Shaaph. 48 Maacah, Caleb's servant-wife, was the mother
of Sheber and Tirhanah, 49 And Shaaph, the father of Madmannah, Sheva,
the father of Machbena and the father of Gibea; and Caleb's daughter was
Achsah. These were the sons of Caleb. 50 The sons of Hur, the oldest son of
Ephrathah; Shobal, the father of Kiriath-jearim, 51Salma, the father of Beth-
lehem,Hareph, the father of Beth-gader. 52And Shobal, the father of Kiriath-
jearim, had sons: Haroeh, half of the Manahathites. 53 And the families of
Kiriath-jearim: the Ithrites and the Puthites and the Shumathites and the
Mishraites; fromthemcame theZorathitesand theEshtaolites. 54Thesonsof
Salma: Beth-lehem and the Netophathites, Atroth-beth-Joab and half of the
Manahathites, the Zorites. 55And the families of scribes who were living at
Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, the Sucathites. These are theKenites,
the offspring of Hammath, the father of the family of Rechab.

3
1 Now these were David's sons, whose birth took place in Hebron: the

oldest Amnon, by Ahinoam of Jezreel; the second Daniel, by Abigail the
Carmelite woman; 2 The third Absalom, the son of Maacah, the daughter of
Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth Adonijah, the son of Haggith; 3 The fifth
Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth Ithream, by Eglah his wife. 4 He had six
sons in Hebron; he was ruling there for seven years and six months, and
in Jerusalem for thirty-three years. 5 And in Jerusalem he had four sons,
Shimea and Shobab and Nathan and Solomon, by Bath-shua, the daughter
of Ammiel; 6And Ibhar andElishamaandEliphelet 7AndNogahandNepheg
and Japhia 8And Elishama and Eliada and Eliphelet, nine. 9All these were
thesonsofDavid, inaddition to thesonsofhis servant-wives; andTamarwas
their sister. 10 And Solomon's son was Rehoboam, Abijah was his son, Asa
his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 11 Joramhis son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son,
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12Amaziahhis son,Azariahhis son, Jothamhis son, 13Ahazhis son,Hezekiah
his son, Manasseh his son, 14Amon his son, Josiah his son. 15And the sons
of Josiah: the oldest Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, the
fourth Shallum. 16 And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah
his son. 17And the sons of Jeconiah, who was taken prisoner: Shealtiel his
son, 18AndMalchiramandPedaiah and Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshamaand
Nedabiah. 19And the sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei; and the sons
of Zerubbabel: Meshullam and Hananiah; and Shelomith was their sister;
20AndHashubah andOhel andBerechiah andHasadiah, Jushab-hesed, five.
21And the sonsofHananiah: Pelatiahand Jeshaiah; the sonsofRephaiah, the
sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shecaniah. 22And the sons
of Shecaniah: Shemaiah; and the sons of Shemaiah: Hattush and Igal and
Bariah and Neariah and Shaphat, six. 23And the sons of Neariah: Elioenai
and Hizkiah and Azrikam, three. 24And the sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah and
Eliashib and Pelaiah andAkkub and Johanan andDelaiah andAnani, seven.

4
1The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron and Carmi and Hur and Shobal. 2And

Reaiah, the sonof Shobal,was the father of Jahath; and Jahathwas the father
of Ahumai and Lahad. These are the families of the Zorathites. 3And these
were the sons of Hur, the father of Etam: Jezreel and Ishma and Idbash, and
the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi; 4And Penuel, the father of Gedor,
and Ezer, the father of Hushah. These are the sons of Hur, the oldest son
of Ephrathah, the father of Beth-lehem. 5 And Ashhur, the father of Tekoa,
had two wives, Helah and Naarah. 6And Naarah had Ahuzzam by him, and
Hepher and Temeni andHaahashtari. Thesewere the sons of Naarah. 7And
the sons of Helah were Zereth, Izhar and Ethnan. 8And Koz was the father
of Anub and Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the son of Harum. 9And
Jabez was honoured more than his brothers; but his mother had given him
thename Jabez, saying, Because I gavebirth tohimwith sorrow. 10And Jabez
made a prayer to the God of Israel, saying, If only you would truly give me
a blessing, andmake wider the limits of my land, and let your hand be with
me, and keep me from evil, so that I may not be troubled by it! And God
gave him his desire. 11 And Chelub, the brother of Shuhah, was the father
of Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. 12 And Eshton was the father of
Bethrapha and Paseah and Tehinnah, the father of Ir-nahash. These are
the men of Recah. 13 And the sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Seraiah; and the
sons of Othniel: Hathath. 14And Meonothai was the father of Ophrah; and
Seraiah was the father of Joab, the father of Ge-harashim; they were expert
workmen. 15 And the sons of Caleb, the son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, and
Naam; and the son of Elah: Kenaz. 16 And the sons of Jehallelel: Ziph and
Ziphah, Tiria and Asarel. 17 And the sons of Ezrah: Jether and Mered and
Epher and Jalon; and these are the sons of Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh,
the wife of Mered. And she became the mother of Miriam and Shammai
and Ishbah, the father of Eshtemoa. 18 And his wife, a woman of the tribe
of Judah, became the mother of Jered, the father of Gedor, and Heber, the
father of Soco, and Jekuthiel, the father of Zanoah. 19And the sonsof thewife
of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were the father of Keilah the Garmite, and
Eshtemoa the Maacathite. 20And the sons of Shimon: Amnon and Rinnah,
Ben-hanan and Tilon. And the sons of Ishi: Zoheth; and the son of Zoheth. ...
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21The sons of Shelah, the son of Judah: Er, the father of Lecah, and Laadah,
the father of Mareshah, and the families of those who made delicate linen,
of the family of Ashbea; 22And Jokim, and themen of Cozeba, and Joash and
Saraph, who were rulers in Moab, and went back to Beth-lehem. And the
records are very old. 23Thesewere the potters, and the people living among
planted fields withwalls round them; theywere there to do the king's work.
24The sons of Simeon: Nemuel and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul; 25Shallumhis
son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. 26And the sons of Mishma: Hammuel
his son, Zaccur his son, Shimei his son. 27And Shimei had sixteen sons and
six daughters, but his brothers had only a small number of children, and
their family was not as fertile as the children of Judah. 28 And they were
living at Beer-sheba and Moladah and Hazar-shual, 29And at Bilhah, and at
Ezem, and at Tolad, 30And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 31And
at Beth-marcaboth, and at Hazarsusim, and at Beth-biri, and at Shaaraim.
These were their towns till David became king. 32 And their small towns
were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen and Ashan, five towns; 33 And all
the small places round these towns, as far as Baalath-beer, the high place
of the South. These were their living-places, and they have lists of their
generations. 34AndMeshobab and Jamlech and Joshah, the son of Amaziah,
35 And Joel and Jehu, the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of
Asiel, 36 And Elioenai and Jaakobah and Jeshohaiah and Asaiah and Adiel
and Jesimiel and Benaiah, 37 And Ziza, the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon,
the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of Shemaiah; 38 These, whose
names are given, were chiefs in their families, and their families became
very great in number. 39And they went to the opening into Gedor, as far as
the east side of the valley, in search of grass-land for their flocks. 40And they
came to somegood fertile grass-land, in awidequiet country of peace-loving
people; for the people whowere living there before were of the offspring of
Ham. 41 And these whose names are given came in the days of Hezekiah,
king of Judah, and made an attack on the Meunim who were living there,
and put an end to them to this day, and took their place, because there was
grass there for their flocks. 42 And some of them, five hundred of the sons
of Simeon, went to the hill-country of Seir, with Pelatiah and Neariah and
Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, at their head. 43And they put to death
the rest of the Amalekites who had got away safely, andmade it their living-
place to this day.

5
1 And the sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel, (for he was the oldest

son, but, because hemade his father's bride-bed unclean, his birthright was
given to the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel; but he is not to be given the
place of the oldest. 2Though Judah became stronger than his brothers, and
from him came the ruler, the birthright was Joseph's:) 3The sons of Reuben,
the oldest son of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. 4The sons of
Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5Micah his son, Reaiah
his son, Baal his son, 6Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria,
took away as a prisoner: he was chief of the Reubenites. 7And his brothers
by their families, when the list of their generations was made up: the chief,
Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8And Bela, the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son
of Joel, who was living in Aroer, as far as Nebo and Baal-meon; 9And to the
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east his limits went as far as the starting point of the waste land, ending at
the river Euphrates, because their cattle were increased in number in the
land of Gilead. 10And in the days of Saul they made war on the Hagarites,
and overcame them; and they put up their tents through all the land east
of Gilead. 11 And the sons of Gad were living opposite to them, in the land
of Bashan as far as Salecah: 12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the second, and
Janai and Shaphat in Bashan; 13And their brothers, themen of their family:
Michael and Meshullam and Sheba and Jorai and Jacan and Zia and Eber,
seven of them. 14 These were the sons of Abihail, the son of Huri, the son
of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son
of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 15 Ahi, the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, head of
their families. 16And theywere living in Gilead in Bashan, in its small towns
and in all the grass-land of Sirion as far as its limits. 17All these were listed
under the names of their families, in the time of Jotham, king of Judah, and
in the time of Jeroboam, king of Israel. 18 There were forty-four thousand,
seven hundred and sixty of the sons of Reuben and of the Gadites and of
the half-tribe of Manasseh, all strong men, expert in the use of the body-
cover, the sword, and the bow, and in the art of war, all able to take up arms.
19And they went to war against the Hagarites, with Jetur and Naphish and
Nodab. 20 And they were helped against them, so that the Hagarites, and
those with them, were given into their power. For they sent up prayers to
God in the fight, and he gave ear to them, because they put their faith in him.
21And they took away their cattle: fifty thousand camels, two hundred and
fifty thousand sheep, and two thousandasses, andahundred thousandmen.
22And a very great number went to their death, because the war was God's
purpose. And they went on living in their place till they were taken away
as prisoners. 23And themen of the half-tribe ofManassehwere living in the
land: and theirnumberswere increased till all the land fromBashan toBaal-
hermon and Senir and themountain Hermonwas theirs. 24And these were
the heads of their families: Epher and Ishi and Eliel andAzriel and Jeremiah
and Hodaviah and Jahdiel, men of war, of great name, heads of families.
25 And they did evil against the God of their fathers, worshipping the gods
of the people of the land, whom God had put to destruction before them.
26And the God of Israel put an impulse into the heart of Pul, king of Assyria,
and of Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, who took them away as prisoners, all
the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe ofManasseh, to Halah and
Habor and Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari. 2And the sons of Kohath:

Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 3 And the sons of Amram: Aaron and
Moses and Miriam. And the sons of Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and
Ithamar. 4 Eleazar was the father of Phinehas; Phinehas was the father of
Abishua; 5 And Abishua was the father of Bukki, and Bukki was the father
of Uzzi, 6And Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahiah was the father
of Meraioth; 7Meraioth was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the
father of Ahitub, 8And Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the
father of Ahimaaz, 9 And Ahimaaz was the father of Azariah, and Azariah
was the father of Johanan, 10 And Johanan was the father of Azariah, (he
was priest in the housewhich Solomon put up in Jerusalem:) 11AndAzariah
was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of Ahitub, 12 And
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Ahitubwas the father of Zadok, and Zadokwas the father of Shallum, 13And
Shallum was the father of Hilkiah, and Hilkiah was the father of Azariah,
14 And Azariah was the father of Seraiah, and Seraiah was the father of
Jehozadak; 15And Jehozadak went as a prisoner when the Lord took away
Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 16 The sons of Levi;
Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 17 And these are the names of the sons of
Gershom: Libni and Shimei. 18And the sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel. 19The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. And these are
the families of theLevites listedby thenamesof their fathers. 20OfGershom:
Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son, 21 Joah his son, Iddo his son,
Zerah his son, Jeatherai his son. 22 The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his
son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 23 Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son,
and Assir his son, 24Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul
his son. 25 And the sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahimoth. 26 Elkanah his
son: Zophai his son, and Nahath his son, 27 Eliab his son, Jeroham his son,
Elkanah his son, Samuel his son. 28And the sons of Samuel: the oldest Joel,
and the second Abiah. 29 The sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei
his son, Uzzah his son, 30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son.
31 And these are those whom David made responsible for the music in the
house of the Lord, after the ark had rest. 32 They gave worship with songs
before the House of the Tent ofmeeting, till Solomon put up the house of the
Lord in Jerusalem; and they took their places for their work in their regular
order. 33And these are those who did this work, and their sons. Of the sons
of the Kohathites: Heman, who made melody, the son of Joel, the son of
Samuel, 34 The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son
of Toah, 35 The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son
of Amasai, 36The son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son
of Zephaniah, 37The son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the
son of Korah, 38The son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of
Israel. 39And his brother Asaph, whose place was at his right hand, Asaph,
the son of Berechiah, the son of Shimea, 40 The son of Michael, the son of
Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 41The son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son
of Adaiah, 42The son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 43The
son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son of Levi. 44 And on the left their
brothers, the sons ofMerari: Ethan, the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son
of Malluch, 45The son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,
46 The son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shemer, 47 The son of Mahli,
the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi. 48 And their brothers
the Levites were responsible for all thework of the Tent of the house of God.
49 But Aaron and his sons made offerings on the altar of burned offering,
and on the altar of perfume, for all the work of the most holy place, and to
take away the sin of Israel, doing everything ordered by Moses, the servant
of God. 50And these are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son,
Abishua his son, 51Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son, 52Meraioth
his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 53 Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son.
54 Now these are their living-places, the limits inside which they were to
put up their tents: to the sons of Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites,
because they had the first selection, 55 To them they gave Hebron and its
outskirts in the land of Judah; 56 But the open country of the town, and the
small places round it, they gave to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 57And to the
sons of Aaron they gave Hebron, the town to which men might go in flight
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and be safe, and Libnah with its outskirts, and Jattir, and Eshtemoa with
its outskirts, 58And Hilen with its outskirts, Debir with its outskirts, 59And
Ashan with its outskirts, and Beth-shemesh with its outskirts; 60 And from
the tribeofBenjamin: Gebawith its outskirts, andAlemethwith its outskirts,
and Anathoth with its outskirts. All their towns among their families were
thirteen towns. 61 And to the rest of the sons of Kohath there were given
by the Lord's decision ten towns out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim
and out of the tribe of Dan and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh. 62And to
the sons of Gershom, by their families, out of the tribe of Issachar, and out
of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe
of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen towns. 63 And to the sons of Merari, by
their families, twelve towns were given by the Lord's decision, out of the
tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun.
64Andthechildrenof Israel gave to theLevites the townswith theiroutskirts.
65 And they gave by the Lord's decision out of the tribe of the children of
Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, and out of the tribe
of the children of Benjamin, these towns whose names are given. 66And to
the families of the sons of Kohath were given towns by the Lord's decision
out of the tribe of Ephraim. 67And they gave them the town to which men
might go in flight and be safe, Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim with
its outskirts, and Gezer with its outskirts, 68And Jokmeamwith its outskirts,
andBeth-horonwith its outskirts, 69AndAijalonwith its outskirts, andGath-
rimmonwith itsoutskirts; 70Andoutof thehalf-tribeofManasseh,Anerwith
its outskirts, and Bileam with its outskirts, for the rest of the family of the
sons of Kohath. 71 To the sons of Gershom were given, out of the family of
thehalf-tribe ofManasseh, Golan inBashanwith its outskirts, andAshtaroth
with its outskirts; 72Andout of the tribeof Issachar, Kedeshwith its outskirts,
and Daberath with its outskirts, 73And Ramothwith its outskirts, and Anem
with its outskirts; 74And out of the tribe of Asher, Mashal with its outskirts,
and Abdon with its outskirts, 75 And Hukok with its outskirts, and Rehob
with its outskirts; 76 And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee
with its outskirts, and Hammon with its outskirts, and Kiriathaim with its
outskirts. 77To the rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari, were given, out of
the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmono with its outskirts, Tabor with its outskirts;
78 And on the other side of Jordan, at Jericho, on the east side of Jordan,
were given them, out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer in thewaste landwith its
outskirts, and Jahzah with its outskirts, 79And Kedemoth with its outskirts,
and Mephaath with its outskirts; 80 And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in
Gilead with its outskirts, and Mahanaim with its outskirts, 81And Heshbon
with its outskirts, and Jazer with its outskirts.

7
1 And of the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah, Jashub and Shimron, four.

2And the sons of Tola: Uzzi and Rephaiah and Jeriel and Jahmai and Ibsam
and Shemuel, heads of their families; they were men of war; in the record
of their generations their number in the time of David was twenty-two
thousand, six hundred. 3 And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah; and the sons of
Izrahiah: Michael and Obadiah and Joel and Isshiah, five; all of them chiefs.
4 And with them, recorded in generations by their families, were bands
of fighting-men, thirty-six thousand of them, for they had a great number
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of wives and sons. 5 And there were recorded among all the families of
Issachar, great men of war, eighty-seven thousand. 6 The sons of Benjamin:
Bela and Becher and Jediael, three. 7And the sons of Bela: Ezbon and Uzzi
and Uzziel and Jerimoth and Iri, five; heads of their families, great men of
war; there were twenty-two thousand and thirty-four of them recorded by
their families. 8 And the sons of Becher: Zemirah and Joash and Eliezer
and Elioenai andOmri and Jerimoth andAbijah andAnathoth andAlemeth.
All these were the sons of Becher. 9 And they were recorded by their
generations, heads of their families, great men of war, twenty thousand,
two hundred. 10 And the sons of Jediael: Bilhan; and the sons of Bilhan:
Jeush andBenjamin andEhudandChenaanahandZethan andTarshish and
Ahishahar. 11All thesewere the sonsof Jediael, by theheadsof their families,
seventeen thousand, two hundred men of war, able to go out with the army
forwar. 12And ShuppimandHuppim. The sons of Dan, Hushimhis son, one.
13The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel and Guni and Jezer and Shallum, the sons of
Bilhah. 14The sons of Manasseh by his servant-wife, the Aramaeanwoman:
she gave birth to Machir, the father of Gilead; 15 (And Gilead took a wife,
whose name was Maacah, and his sister's name was Hammoleketh;) and
the name of his brother was Zelophehad, who was the father of daughters.
16AndMaacah, the wife of Gilead, gave birth to a son to whom she gave the
name Peresh; and his brother was named Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam
and Rakem. 17And the son of Ulam: Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead,
the son of Machir the son of Manasseh. 18And his sister Hammoleketh was
the mother of Ishhod and Abiezer and Mahlah. 19And the sons of Shemida
were Ahian and Shechem and Likhi and Aniam. 20And the sons of Ephraim:
Shuthelah and Bered his son, and Tahath his son, and Eleadah his son, and
Tahath his son, 21And Zabad his son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and
Elead, whom the men of Gath, who had been living in the land from their
birth, put to death, because they came down to take away their cattle. 22And
for a long time Ephraim their father went on weeping for them, and his
brothers came to give him comfort. 23After that, he had connectionwith his
wife, and she becamewith child and gave birth to a son, to whom his father
gave the name of Beriah, because trouble had come on his family. 24And his
daughter was Sheerah, the builder of Beth-horon the lower and the higher,
and Uzzen-sheerah. 25And Rephah was his son, and Resheph; his son was
Telah, and his son was Tahan; 26 Ladan was his son, Ammihud his son,
Elishama his son, 27Nun his son, Joshua his son. 28Their heritage and their
living-places were Beth-el and its daughter-towns, and Naaran to the east,
and Gezer to the west, with its daughter-towns, as well as Shechem and its
daughter-towns as far as Azzah and its daughter-towns; 29And by the limits
of the children of Manasseh, Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, Taanach,
Megiddo, and Dor, with their daughter-towns. In these the children of
Joseph, the sonof Israel, were living. 30The sons ofAsher: Imnahand Ishvah
and Ishvi andBeriah and Serah, their sister. 31And the sons of Beriah: Heber
and Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith. 32And Heber was the father
of Japhlet and Shomer and Hotham and Shua, their sister. 33 And the sons
of Japhlet: Pasach and Bimhal and Ashvath. These are the sons of Japhlet.
34 And the sons of Shomer: Ahi and Rohgah, Jehubbah and Aram. 35 And
the sons of Hotham, his brother: Zophah and Imna and Shelesh and Amal.
36The sons of Zophah: Suah and Harnepher and Shual and Beri and Imrah,



1 Chronicles 7:37 431 1 Chronicles 8:40

37 Bezer and Hod and Shamma and Shilshah and Ithran and Beera. 38And
the sons of Jether: Jephunneh and Pispah and Ara. 39And the sons of Ulla:
Arah and Hanniel and Rizia. 40All these were the children of Asher, heads
of their families, specially strongmen ofwar, chiefs of the rulers. Theywere
recorded in the army for war, twenty-six thousandmen in number.

8
1And Benjamin was the father of Bela his oldest son, Ashbel the second,

and Aharah the third, 2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 3 And Bela
had sons, Addar and Gera, the father of Ehud, 4And Abishua and Naaman
and Ahoah 5 And Gera and Shephuphan and Huram. 6 And these are the
sons of Ehud, heads of families of those living in Geba: Iglaam and Alemeth
7 And Naaman and Ahijah and Gera; and Iglaam was the father of Uzza
and Ahihud. 8And Shaharaim became the father of children in the country
of the Moabites after driving out Hushim and Beerah his wives; 9 And by
Hodesh his wife he became the father of Jobab and Zibia and Mesha and
Malcam. 10And Jeuz and Shachia and Mirmah. These were his sons, heads
of families. 11And Hushim became the father of Abitub and Elpaal. 12And
the sons of Elpaal: Eber and Misham and Shemed (he was the builder of
Ono and Lod and their daughter-towns); 13 And Beriah and Shema, who
were heads of the families of those who were living in Aijalon, who put to
flight the people living in Gath; 14And their brothers Shashak and Jeremoth.
15And Zebadiah andArad and Eder 16AndMichael and Ishpah and Joha, the
sons of Beriah; 17And Zebadiah andMeshullam andHizki andHeber 18And
Ishmerai and Izliah and Jobab, the sons of Elpaal; 19 And Jakim and Zichri
and Zabdi 20And Elienai and Zillethai and Eliel 21And Adaiah and Beraiah
and Shimrath, the sons of Shimei; 22And Ishpan and Eber and Eliel 23And
Abdon and Zichri and Hanan 24And Hananiah and Elam and Anathothijah
25 And Iphdeiah and Penuel, the sons of Shashak; 26 And Shamsherai and
Shehariah and Athaliah 27And Jaareshiah and Elijah and Zichri, the sons of
Jeremoth. 28 These were heads of families in their generations; chief men:
these were living in Jerusalem. 29 And in Gibeon was living the father of
Gibeon, Jeiel, whose wife's name was Maacah; 30And his oldest son Abdon,
and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 31And Gedor and Ahio and
Zechariah andMikloth. 32AndMiklothwas the father of Shimeah. And they
were living with their brothers in Jerusalem opposite their brothers. 33And
Ner was the father of Abner, and Kish was the father of Saul, and Saul was
the father of Jonathan and Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. 34And
the sonof JonathanwasMerib-baal; andMerib-baalwas the father ofMicah.
35 And the sons of Micah: Pithon and Melech and Tarea and Ahaz. 36 And
Ahazwas the father of Jehoaddah; and Jehoaddahwas the father of Alemeth
andAzmavethandZimri; andZimriwas the fatherofMoza; 37AndMozawas
the father of Binea: Raphahwas his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son; 38And
Azel had five sons, whose names are: Azrikam, his oldest, and Ishmael and
Sheariah and Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 39 And
the sons of Eshek his brother: Ulam his oldest son, Jeush the second, and
Eliphelet the third. 40And the sons of Ulamwere men of war, bowmen, and
had a great number of sons and sons' sons, a hundred and fifty. All these
were the sons of Benjamin.
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9
1 So all Israel was listed by their families; and, truly, they are recorded

in the book of the kings of Israel. And Judah was taken away as prisoners
to Babylon because of their sin. 2Now the first to take up their heritage in
their towns were: Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the Nethinim. 3 And
in Jerusalem there were living some of the sons of Judah, and of Benjamin,
and of Ephraim and Manasseh; 4 Uthai, the son of Ammihud, the son of
Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the sons of Perez, the son of Judah.
5And of the Shilonites: Asaiah the oldest, and his sons. 6And of the sons of
Zerah: Jeuel, and their brothers, six hundred andninety. 7And of the sons of
Benjamin: Sallu, the son of Meshullam, Judah, the son of Hassenuah, 8And
Ibneiah, the son of Jeroham, and Elah, the son of Uzzi, the son ofMichri, and
Meshullam, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah; 9And
their brothers, in the list of their generations, nine hundred and fifty-six. All
thesemenwereheads of families, listedby thenames of their fathers. 10And
of the priests: Jedaiah and Jehoiarib and Jachin 11 And Azariah, the son of
Hilkiah, the son ofMeshullam, the son of Zadok, the son ofMeraioth, the son
of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God; 12And Adaiah, the son of Jeroham,
the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, and Maasai, the son of Adiel, the
son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the son of
Immer; 13And their brothers, heads of their families, a thousand and seven
hundred and sixty: able men, doing the work of the house of God. 14 And
of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son
of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 15 And Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal,
and Mattaniah, the son of Mica, the son of Zichri, the son of Asaph; 16 And
Obadiah, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and
Berechiah, the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, who were living in the small
towns of the Netophathites. 17 And the door-keepers: Shallum and Akkub
and Talmon and Ahiman and their brothers: Shallum was the chief. 18Up
till then they had been at the king's door to the east. Theywere door-keepers
for the tents of the sons of Levi. 19And Shallum, the son of Kore, the son of
Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brothers, of his family, the Korahites,
were responsible for everything which had to be done in connection with
the order of worship, keepers of the doors of the Tent; their fathers had had
the care of the tents of the Lord, being keepers of the doorway. 20 In the past
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, had been ruler over them; may the Lord be
with him! 21 Zechariah, the son of Meshelemiah, was keeper of the door of
the Tent of meeting. 22There were two hundred and twelve whose business
it was to keep the doorway. These were listed by families in the country
placeswhere theywere living, whomDavid and Samuel the seer put in their
responsible positions. 23 So they and their sons had the care of the doors
of the house of the Lord, the house of the Tent, as watchers. 24 There were
keepers of the doors on the four sides, to the east, west, north, and south.
25 And their brothers, in the country places where they were living, were
to come in every seven days to be with them from time to time. 26 For the
four chief door-keepers, who were Levites, had a special position, looking
after the rooms and the store-houses of the house of God. 27Their sleeping-
rooms were round the house of God, for they had the care of it, and were
responsible for opening it morning by morning. 28 Certain of them had the
care of the vessels used in worship, to keep an account of them when they
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came in and when they were taken out again. 29 And some of them were
responsible for the holy things and for the vessels of the holy place, and the
meal and the wine and the oil and the perfume and the spices. 30And some
of the sons of the priests were responsible for crushing the spices. 31 And
Mattithiah, one of the Levites, the oldest son of Shallum the Korahite, was
responsible for cooking the flat cakes. 32And some of their brothers, sons of
the Kohathites, were responsible for the holy bread which was put in order
before the Lord, to get it ready every Sabbath. 33And these were those who
had the ordering of the music and songs, heads of families of the Levites,
whowere living in the rooms, andwere free fromotherwork, for theirwork
went on day andnight. 34Thesewere heads of families of the Levites in their
generations, chief men; they were living at Jerusalem. 35And in Gibeonwas
living the father of Gibeon, Jeiel, whose wife's name was Maacah; 36 And
Abdon his oldest son, and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 37And
Gedor and Ahio and Zechariah and Mikloth 38 Mikloth was the father of
Shimeam. They were living with their brothers in Jerusalem opposite their
brothers. 39And Ner was the father of Kish; and Kish was the father of Saul;
and Saul was the father of Jonathan and Malchi-shua and Abinadab and
Eshbaal. 40 And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal; and Merib-baal was
the father ofMicah. 41And the sons ofMicah: Pithon andMelech andTahrea
and Ahaz. 42And Ahaz was the father of Jarah; and Jarah was the father of
Alemeth andAzmaveth and Zimri; and Zimriwas the father ofMoza. 43And
Moza was the father of Binea; and Rephaiah was his son, Eleasah his son,
Azel his son. 44AndAzel hadfive sons,whosenames are: Azrikam, his oldest
son, and Ishmael andSheariahandObadiahandHanan: thesewere the sons
of Azel.

10
1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel; and the men of Israel

went in flight before the Philistines, falling downwounded inMount Gilboa.
2 And the Philistines went hard after Saul and his sons, and put to death
Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the fight
was going against Saul, and the archers came across him, and he was
wounded by the archers. 4Then Saul said to the servant who had the care of
his arms, Take your sword and put it throughme, before thesemenwithout
circumcision come andmake sport ofme. But his servant, full of fear, would
not do so. Then Saul took out his sword, falling on it himself. 5 And when
his servant saw that Saul was dead, he did the same, and came to his death.
6 So death overtook Saul and his three sons; all his family came to an end
together. 7And when all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that
themenof Israelhadgone inflightand thatSaulandhis sonsweredead, they
went inflightaway fromtheir towns; and thePhilistines cameand took them
for themselves. 8Now the day after, when the Philistines came to take their
goods from thedead, they sawSaul andhis sons dead inMountGilboa. 9And
they took everything off him, and took his head and his war-dress, and sent
word into the land of the Philistines round about to give the news to their
gods and to the people. 10And they put his war-dress in the house of their
gods, and put uphis head in the house of Dagon. 11Andwhen the news came
to Jabesh-gilead of what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12All the fighting-
men cameup and took away Saul's body and the bodies of his sons, and took
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them to Jabesh, and put their bones to rest under the oak-tree in Jabesh, and
tookno food for sevendays. 13Sodeathcame toSaulbecauseof the sinwhich
hedidagainst theLord, that is, becauseof thewordof theLordwhichhekept
not; and because hewent for directions to onewho had an evil spirit, 14And
not to the Lord: for this reason, he put him to death and gave the kingdom
to David, the son of Jesse.

11
1 Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron, and said, Truly, we

are your bone and your flesh. 2 In the past, when Saul was king, it was you
whowent at the head of Israel when theywent out or came in; and the Lord
your God said to you, You are to be the keeper of my people Israel, and their
ruler. 3 So all the responsible men of Israel came to the king at Hebron;
and David made an agreement with them in Hebron before the Lord; and
they put the holy oil on David and made him king over Israel, as the Lord
had said by Samuel. 4 Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (which
is Jebus); and the Jebusites, the people of the land, were there. 5 And the
people of Jebus said to David, Youwill not come in here. But still, David took
the strong place of Zion, which is the town of David. 6And David said, The
first to overcome the Jebusiteswill be chief and captain. And Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, went up first, and became chief. 7And David took the strong tower
for his living-place, so it was named the town of David. 8 And he took in
hand the building of the town all round, starting from the Millo; and Joab
put the rest of the town in order. 9And David became greater and greater in
power, because the Lord of armies was with him. 10Now these are the chief
of David's men of war who were his strong supporters in the kingdom, and,
with all Israel, made him king, as the Lord had said about Israel. 11 This is
the list of David's men of war: Ishbaal, the son of a Hachmonite, the chief of
the three: he put to death three hundred at one time with his spear. 12And
after himwas Eleazar, the son of Dodo theAhohite, whowas one of the three
great fighters. 13He was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines
had come together for the fight, near a bit of land full of barley; and the
people went in flight before the Philistines. 14 And he took up his position
in themiddle of the bit of land, and kept back their attack, and overcame the
Philistines; and the Lord gave a great salvation. 15 And three of the thirty
went down to David, to the rock, into the strong place of Adullam; and the
army of the Philistines had taken up their position in the valley of Rephaim.
16At that timeDavid had taken cover in the strong place, and an armed force
of the Philistineswas in Beth-lehem. 17AndDavid,moved by a strong desire,
said, If only someonewouldgivemeadrinkof thewater fromthewater-hole
of Beth-lehem by the doorway into the town! 18 So the three, forcing a way
through the Philistine army, got water from the water-hole of Beth-lehem,
by the doorway into the town, and took it back to David; but David would
not take it, but made an offering of it, draining it out to the Lord, 19 Saying,
BymyGod, farbe it frommetodo this! Howmay I takeasdrink the life-blood
of thesemenwho have put their lives in danger? so he did not take it. These
things did the three great men of war. 20 And Abishai, the brother of Joab,
was chief of the thirty, for he put to death three hundred with his spear, but
he had not a name among the three. 21Of the thirty, he was the noblest, and



1 Chronicles 11:22 435 1 Chronicles 12:14

was made their captain, but he was not equal to the first three. 22Benaiah,
the son of Jehoiada, a fighting-man of Kabzeel, had done great acts; he put
to death two young lions going into their secret place; and he went down
into a hole and put a lion to death in time of snow. 23And hemade an attack
on an Egyptian, a very tall man about five cubits high, armed with a spear
like a cloth-worker's rod; he went down to him with a stick, and pulling his
spear out of the hand of the Egyptian, put him to deathwith that same spear.
24Thesewere the acts of Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, whohad a great name
among the thirty men of war. 25 He was honoured over the thirty, but he
was not equal to the first three: and David put him over his servants. 26And
these were the great men of war: Asahel, the brother of Joab, Elhanan, the
son of Dodo of Beth-lehem, 27 Shammoth the Harodite, Helez the Pelonite,
28 Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 29 Sibbecai the
Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 30Maharai the Netophathite, Heled, the son of
Baanah the Netophathite, 31 Ithai, the son of Ribai of Gibeah, of the children
of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 32 Hurai of Nahale-gaash, Abiel the
Arbathite, 33Azmaveth of Bahurim, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34 The sons of
Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan, the son of Shage the Hararite, 35Ahiam, the
son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal, the son of Ur, 36Hepher theMecherathite,
Ahijah the Pelonite, 37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai, the son of Ezbai, 38 Joel,
the brother of Nathan, Mibhar, the son of Hagri, 39Zelek the Ammonite, and
Naharai the Berothite, the servant who had the care of the arms of Joab,
the son of Zeruiah; 40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41 Uriah the Hittite,
Zabad, the sonofAhlai, 42Adina, the sonof Shiza theReubenite, a chief of the
Reubenites, and thirtywithhim; 43Hanan, the sonofMaacah, and Joshaphat
theMithnite, 44Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel, the sons of Hotham
the Aroerite, 45 Jediael, the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite,
46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and
Ithmah theMoabite, 47Eliel and Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1Now these are the men who came to David at Ziklag, while he was still

shut up, because of Saul, the son of Kish; they were among the strong men,
his helpers in war. 2 They were armed with bows, and were able to send
stones, and arrows from the bow, with right hand or left: they were Saul's
brothers, of Benjamin. 3 Ahiezer was their chief, then Joash, the sons of
Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and
Beracah and Jehu the Anathothite; 4 And Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a great
man among the thirty, and their chief; and Jeremiah and Jehaziel and
Johanan and Jozabad the Gederathite; 5 Eluzai and Jerimoth and Bealiah
and Shemariah and Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6 Elkanah and Isshiah and
Azarel and Joezer and Jashobeam, theKorahites; 7And Joelah andZebadiah,
the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 8And some of the Gadites, siding with David,
went to his strong place in the waste land, great and strong men, trained
for war, expert in the use of arms, whose faces were like the faces of lions,
and they were quick-footed like roes on the mountains; 9 Ezer their chief,
Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah
the fifth, 11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad
the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth, Machbannai the eleventh. 14These Gadites
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were captains of the army; the least of them was captain over a hundred
men, and the greatest over a thousand. 15 It was they whowent over Jordan
in the first month, when the river was overflowing, and put to flight all the
people of the valleys, to the east and to thewest. 16And some of the children
of Benjamin and Judah came to David in his strong place. 17AndDavidwent
out to them, and said to them, If you have come in peace to give me help,
my heart will be united with yours; but if you have come to give me up to
thosewhowould takemy life, thoughmyhands are clean fromwrongdoing,
thenmay the God of our fathers see it and give you punishment. 18Then the
spirit came on Amasai, who was chief of the captains, and he said, We are
yours, David, we are on your side, O son of Jesse: may peace bewith you and
peace be with your helpers; for God is your helper. Then David took them
into his army and made them captains of the band. 19And some of the men
of Manasseh came over to David, when he went with the Philistines to the
war against Saul, but he gave them no help: for the lords of the Philistines,
after discussion, sent him away, saying, He will go back to his master Saul,
at the price of our lives. 20 Then when he went back to Ziklag, there came
over to him, of the men of Manasseh, Adnah and Jozabad and Jediael and
Michael and Jozabad and Elihu and Zillethai, captains of thousands from
the armies of Manasseh. 21 And they gave David help against the armed
bands, for they were all great men of war, and captains in the army. 22And
fromday to daymore supporters came to David, till he had a great army like
the army of God. 23 These are the numbers of the chiefs of the armed men,
ready forwar,who came toDavid atHebron, to give the kingdomof Saul into
his hands, as the Lord had said. 24 There were six thousand, eight hundred
spearmen of the children of Judah, armed for war; 25 Seven thousand, one
hundred of the children of Simeon, great men of war; 26Of the children of
Levi, four thousand, six hundred. 27 And Jehoiada, chief of the family of
Aaron, and with him three thousand, seven hundred men; 28 And Zadok,
a young man, great and strong in war, with twenty-two captains from his
father's people. 29 And of the children of Benjamin, the brothers of Saul,
three thousand; for up to that time the greater part of them had been true
to Saul. 30And of the children of Ephraim, twenty thousand, eight hundred
great men of war, men of great name in their families. 31And from the half-
tribe of Manasseh, eighteen thousand, listed by name, came to make David
king. 32 And of the children of Issachar, there were two hundred chiefs,
men who had expert knowledge of the times and what it was best for Israel
to do, and all their brothers were under their orders. 33Of Zebulun, there
were fifty thousand men, who went out with the army, expert in ordering
the fight, to give help with all sorts of arms; true-hearted men. 34 And of
Naphtali, a thousand captainswith thirty-seven thousand spearmen. 35And
of the Danites, twenty-eight thousand, six hundred, expert in ordering the
fight. 36 And of Asher, forty thousand who went out with the army, expert
in ordering the fight. 37From the other side of Jordan, therewere a hundred
and twenty thousand of the Reubenites and the Gadites and the men of the
half-tribe of Manasseh, armed with every sort of instrument of war. 38 All
these men of war, expert in ordering the fight, came to Hebron with the
full purpose of making David king over all Israel; and all the rest of Israel
were united in their desire to make David king. 39 For three days they were
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there with David, feasting at his table, for their brothers had made ready
food for them. 40And those who were near, as far as Issachar and Zebulun
andNaphtali, camewith food on asses and camels andmules andoxen,with
meal for food and cakes of figs and masses of grapes, and wine and oil and
oxen and sheep in great numbers, for there was joy in Israel.

13
1 Then David had discussions with the captains of thousands and the

captains of hundreds and with every chief. 2And David said to all the men
of Israel who had come together there, If it seems good to you and if it is
the purpose of the Lord our God, let us send to all the rest of our brothers,
everywhere in the land of Israel, and to the priests and the Levites in their
towns and the country round them, and get them to come together here to
us; 3And let us get back for ourselves the ark of our God: for in the days of
Saulwe did not go to it for directions. 4And all the people said theywould do
so, for it seemed right to them. 5So David sent for all Israel to come together,
from Shihor, the river of Egypt, as far as the way into Hamath, to get the ark
of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6And David went up, with all Israel, to Baalah,
that is, to Kiriath-jearim in Judah, to get up from there the ark of God, over
which theholyName isnamed, thenameof theLordwhoseplace is between
thewinged ones. 7And they put the ark of God on a new cart, and took it out
of the house of Abinadab; and Uzza and Ahio were the drivers of the cart.
8Then David and all Israel made melody before God with all their strength,
with songs and corded instruments of music, and with brass instruments
and horns. 9And when they came to the grain-floor of Chidon, Uzza put out
his hand to keep the ark in its place, for the oxen were slipping. 10And the
wrath of the Lord, burning against Uzza, sent destruction on him because
he had put his hand on the ark, and death came to him there before God.
11AndDavidwasangrybecauseof theLord's outburst ofwrathagainstUzza,
and he gave that place the name Perez-uzza, to this day. 12And so great was
David's fearofGod thatday, thathe said,Howmay I let thearkofGodcome to
me? 13SoDaviddidnot let the ark comeback tohim to the townofDavid, but
had it turned away and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14And
thearkofGodwas in thehouseofObed-edomfor threemonths; and theLord
sent a blessing on the house of Obed-edom and on all he had.

14
1 And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David with cedar-trees, and

stoneworkers and woodworkers for the building of his house. 2And David
saw that the Lord had made his position safe as king over Israel, lifting up
his kingdom on high because of his people Israel. 3And while he was living
in Jerusalem, David took more wives and became the father of more sons
and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children he had in Jerusalem:
Shammua and Shobab, Nathan and Solomon 5 And Ibhar and Elishua and
Elpelet 6 And Nogah and Nepheg and Japhia 7 And Elishama and Beeliada
and Eliphelet. 8 And when the Philistines had news that David had been
made king over all Israel, they went up in search of David, and David,
hearingof it,went out against them. 9NowthePhilistineshad come, andhad
gone out in every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 10And David, desiring
directions fromGod, said, Am I to go up against the Philistines? andwill you
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give them intomy hands? And the Lord said, Go up; for I will give them into
your hands. 11 So they went up to Baal-perazim, and David overcame them
there, and David said, God has let the forces fighting against me be broken
by my hand, as a wall is broken down by rushing water; so they gave that
place the name of Baal-perazim. 12 And the Philistines did not take their
images with them in their flight; and at David's orders they were burned
with fire. 13 Then the Philistines again went out in every direction in the
valley. 14AndDavidwent for directions to God; andGod said to him, You are
not to go up after them; but, turning away from them, come face to facewith
them opposite the spice-trees. 15And at the sound of footsteps in the tops of
the trees, go out to the fight, for God has gone out before you to overcome
the army of the Philistines. 16And David did as the Lord had said; and they
overcame the army of the Philistines, attacking them from Gibeon as far as
Gezer. 17And David's name was honoured in all lands; and the Lord put the
fear of him on all nations.

15
1 And David made houses for himself in the town of David; and he got

ready a place for the ark of God, and put up a tent for it. 2 Then David said,
The ark of Godmay not bemoved by any but the Levites, for they have been
marked out by God to take the ark of God, and to do his work for ever. 3And
Davidmade all Israel come together at Jerusalem, to take the ark of the Lord
to its place, which he had got ready for it. 4And David got together the sons
of Aaron, and the Levites; 5 Of the sons of Kohath: Uriel the chief, and his
brothers, a hundred and twenty; 6Of the sons of Merari: Asaiah the chief,
and his brothers, two hundred and twenty; 7Of the sons of Gershom: Joel
the chief, and his brothers, a hundred and thirty; 8Of the sons of Elizaphan:
Shemaiah the chief, and his brothers, two hundred; 9Of the sons of Hebron:
Eliel the chief, and his brothers, eighty; 10Of the sons of Uzziel: Amminadab
the chief, and his brothers, a hundred and twelve. 11 And David sent for
Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, Uriel, Asaiah and Joel,
Shemaiah and Eliel and Amminadab, 12And said to them, You are the heads
of the families of the Levites: make yourselves holy, you and your brothers,
so that youmay take the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel, to the placewhich
I have made ready for it. 13 For because you did not take it at the first, the
Lord ourGod sent punishment onus, becausewedidnot get directions from
him in the right way. 14 So the priests and the Levites made themselves
holy to take up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 And the sons of
the Levites took up the ark of God, lifting it by its rods, as the Lord had said
to Moses. 16 And David gave orders to the chief of the Levites to put their
brothers the music-makers in position, with instruments of music, corded
instruments and brass, with glad voices making sounds of joy. 17 So Heman,
the son of Joel, and, of his brothers, Asaph, the son of Berechiah; and of
the sons of Merari their brothers, Ethan, the son of Kushaiah, were put in
position by the Levites; 18Andwith them their brothers of the second order,
Zechariah, Bani and Jaaziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel and Unni, Eliab
and Benaiah and Maaseiah and Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah,
and Obed-edom and Jeiel, the door-keepers. 19 So those who made melody,
Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were put in position, with brass instruments,
sounding loudly; 20 And Zechariah and Aziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel,
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Unni and Eliab and Maaseiah and Benaiah, with corded instruments put to
Alamoth. 21And Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah and Obed-edom
and Jeiel and Azaziah, with corded instruments on the octave, to give the
first note of the song. 22And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was master of
themusic: he gave directions about the song, because hewas expert. 23And
Berechiah and Elkanah were door-keepers for the ark. 24 And Shebaniah
and Joshaphat and Nethanel and Amasai and Zechariah and Benaiah and
Eliezer, the priests, made music on the horns before the ark of God; and
Obed-edom and Jehiah were door-keepers for the ark. 25 So David, and the
responsible men of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went with joy
to get the ark of the agreement of the Lord out of the house of Obed-edom.
26 And when God gave help to the Levites who were lifting up the ark of
the agreement of the Lord, they made an offering of seven oxen and seven
sheep. 27 And David was clothed with a robe of fair linen, as were all the
Levites who took up the ark, and those who made melody, and Chenaniah
themaster of thosewhomademelody; andDavidhadona linen ephod; 28So
all Israel took up the ark of the agreement of the Lord, with loud cries and
with horns and brass and corded instruments sounding loudly. 29Andwhen
thearkof the agreement of theLord came into the townofDavid,Michal, the
daughter of Saul, looking out of the window, saw King David dancing and
playing; and to her mind he seemed foolish.

16
1Then they took in thearkofGodandput it inside the tentwhichDavidhad

put up for it; and theymade offerings, burned offerings and peace-offerings
before God. 2 And when David had come to an end of making the burned
offerings and peace-offerings, he gave the people a blessing in the name of
the Lord. 3And he gave to everyone, everyman andwoman of Israel, a cake
of bread, some meat, and a cake of dry grapes. 4 And he put some of the
Levites before the ark of the Lord as servants, to keep the acts of the Lord
in memory, and to give worship and praise to the Lord, the God of Israel:
5Asaph thechief, andsecond tohimZechariah,Uzziel andShemiramothand
Jehiel andMattithiah and Eliab and Benaiah and Obed-edom and Jeiel, with
corded instruments of music; and Asaph, with brass instruments sounding
loudly; 6 And Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests, blowing horns all the time
before the ark of the agreement of God. 7Then on that day David first made
the giving of praise to the Lord the work of Asaph and his brothers. 8O give
praise to the Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings among
the peoples. 9 Let your voice be sounded in songs and melody; let all your
thoughts be of the wonder of his works. 10Have glory in his holy name; let
the hearts of those who are searching after the Lord be glad. 11 Let your
search be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be turned to
him. 12Keep in mind the great works which he has done; his wonders, and
the decisions of his mouth; 13O you seed of Israel his servant, you children
of Jacob, his loved ones. 14He is the Lord ourGod: he is judge of all the earth.
15He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for
a thousand generations; 16 The agreement which he made with Abraham,
and his oath to Isaac; 17 And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for
an eternal agreement; 18 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, the
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measured line of your heritage: 19When youwere still small in number, and
strange in the land; 20When they went about from one nation to another,
and from one kingdom to another people; 21 He would not let anyone do
themwrong; heevenkeptbackkingsbecauseof them, 22Saying, Putnotyour
hand on thosewho have beenmarkedwithmy holy oil, and domy prophets
no wrong. 23Make songs to the Lord, all the earth; give the good news of his
salvation day by day. 24Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders
to all the peoples. 25 For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; and he
is more to be feared than all other gods. 26 For all the gods of the nations
are false gods; but the Lord made the heavens. 27 Honour and glory are
before him: strength and joy are in his holy place. 28 Give to the Lord, O
you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength. 29 Give to
the Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come before
him; give worship to the Lord in holy robes. 30Be in fear before him, all the
earth: the world is ordered so that it may not be moved. 31 Let the heavens
have joy and let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, The Lord
is King. 32Let the sea be thundering with all its waters; let the field be glad,
andeverythingwhich is in it; 33Then let all the trees of thewoodbe sounding
with joy before the Lord, for he is come to be the judge of the earth. 34O give
praise to theLord, forhe is good: forhismercy is unchanging for ever. 35And
say, Be our saviour, O God of our salvation, and let us come back, and give us
salvation from the nations, so that we may give honour to your holy name
and have glory in your praise. 36Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, for
ever and for ever. And all the people said, So be it; and gave praise to the
Lord. 37 So he made Asaph and his brothers keep their places there before
the ark of the agreement of the Lord, to do whatever had to be done before
the ark at all times day by day: 38And Obed-edom, the son of Jeduthun, and
Hosah, with their brothers, sixty-eight of them, to be door-keepers: 39 And
Zadok the priest, with his brothers the priests, before the House of the Lord
in the high place at Gibeon; 40 To give burned offerings to the Lord on the
altar of burned offerings morning and evening, every day, as it is ordered
in the law of the Lord which he gave to Israel; 41Andwith themHeman and
Jeduthun, and the rest who were marked out by name to give praise to the
Lord, for hismercy is unchanging for ever; 42AndHeman and Jeduthun had
horns and brass instruments sounding loudly, and instruments ofmusic for
the songs of God; and the sons of Jeduthun were to be at the door. 43And all
the people went away, every man to his house; and David went back to give
a blessing to his family.

17
1Nowwhen David was living in his house, he said to Nathan the prophet,

See, I am living in ahouseof cedar-wood, but the arkof theLord's agreement
is under the curtains of a tent. 2And Nathan said to David, Do whatever is
in your heart, for God is with you. 3 But that same night, the word of God
came to Nathan, saying, 4 Go and say to David my servant, The Lord says,
You are not tomakeme a house formy living-place: 5For from the daywhen
I took Israel up, till this day, I have had no house, but have gone from tent
to tent, and from living-place to living-place. 6 In all the places where I have
gonewith all Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges of Israel, whom Imade
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the keepers of my people, Why have you not made for me a house of cedar?
7 So now, say to my servant David, The Lord of armies says, I took you from
the fields, from keeping sheep, so that you might be a ruler over my people
Israel; 8And I have beenwith youwherever youwent, cutting offbefore you
all those who were against you; and I will make your name like the name
of the greatest ones of the earth. 9 And I will make a resting-place for my
people Israel, planting them there, so that theymay be in the place which is
theirs and never again be moved; and never again will they be made waste
by evilmen, as theywere at first, 10From the timewhen I put judges overmy
people Israel; and I will overcome all those who are against you; and I will
make you great and the head of a line of kings. 11And when the time comes
for you to go to your fathers, I will put in your place your seed after you, one
of your sons, and Iwill make his kingdom strong. 12Hewill be the builder of
my house, and I will make the seat of his authority certain for ever. 13 I will
be to him a father and he will be to me a son; and I will not take my mercy
away from him as I took it from himwho was before you; 14But I will make
his place in my house and in my kingdom certain for ever; and the seat of
his authority will never be overturned. 15 So Nathan gave David an account
of all these words and this vision. 16 Then David the king went in and took
his seat before the Lord, and said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my
family, that you have been my guide till now? 17And this was only a small
thing to you, O God; but your words have even been about the far-off future
of your servant's family, looking on me as on one of high position, O Lord
God. 18What more may David say to you? for you have knowledge of your
servant. 19O Lord, because of your servant, and from your heart, you have
doneall these great thingsand let thembeseen. 20OLord, there isnoone like
you, and no other God but you, as is clear from everything which has come
to our ears. 21 And what other nation in the earth, like your people Israel,
did a god go out to take for himself, to be his people, making his name great
and to be feared, driving out the nations frombefore your peoplewhomyou
made free and took out of Egypt? 22 For your people Israel you made yours
for ever; and you, Lord, became their God. 23And now, Lord, let your words
about your servant and about his family bemade certain for ever, and do as
you have said. 24So let yourwords bemade certain and your name bemade
great, when men say, The Lord of armies is the God of Israel; and when the
family of David your servant is made strong before you. 25 For you, O my
God, have let your servant see that youwillmake himhead of a line of kings;
and so it has come into your servant's heart tomakehis prayer to you. 26And
now, O Lord, you are God, and you have said youwill give this good thing to
your servant: 27And now you have been pleased to give your blessing to the
family of your servant, so that it may go on for ever before you; you, O Lord,
have given your blessing, and a blessing will be on it for ever.

18
1And it came about after this that Davidmade an attack on the Philistines

and overcame them, and tookGathwith its daughter-towns out of the hands
of the Philistines. 2 And he overcame Moab, and the Moabites became his
servants and gave him offerings. 3 Then David overcame Hadadezer, king
of Zobah, near Hamath, when he was going to make his power seen by
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the river Euphrates. 4And David took from him a thousand war-carriages
and seven thousand horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and he had
the leg-muscles of all the horses cut, keeping only enough of them for a
hundred war-carriages. 5 And when the Aramaeans of Damascus came to
the help of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David put to the sword twenty-two
thousand Aramaeans. 6 Then David put armed forces in Damascus, and
the Aramaeans became his servants and gave him offerings. And the Lord
made David overcomewherever he went. 7And the gold body-covers of the
servants of Hadadezer, David took to Jerusalem. 8 And from Tibhath and
from Cun, towns of Hadadezer, David took a great store of brass, of which
Solomonmade the great brasswater-vessel and thebrass pillars andvessels.
9 Now when Tou, king of Hamath, had news that David had overcome all
the army of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, 10He sent his son Hadoram to King
David, to give him words of peace and blessing, because he had overcome
Hadadezer in the fight, for Hadadezer had been at war with Tou; and he
gave him all sorts of vessels of gold and silver and brass. 11 These King
Davidmade holy to the Lord, together with the silver and gold he had taken
from all nations; from Edom and Moab and from the children of Ammon
and from the Philistines and from Amalek. 12Andwhen he came back from
putting to the sword eighteen thousand of the Edomites in the Valley of Salt,
13 David put armed forces in all the towns of Edom; and all the Edomites
became servants to David. The Lord made David overcome wherever he
went. 14So Davidwas king over all Israel, judging and giving right decisions
for all his people. 15And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the army; and
Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records. 16And Zadok, the son
of Ahitub; and Ahimelech, the son of Abiathar, were priests; and Shavsha
was the scribe; 17AndBenaiah, the son of Jehoiada,was over the Cherethites
and the Pelethites; and the sons of David were chief of those whose places
were at the king's side.

19
1Now it came about after this that death came to Nahash, the king of the

children of Ammon, andhis son becameking in his place. 2AndDavid said, I
will be a friend toHanun, the son of Nahash, because his fatherwas a friend
to me. So David sent men to him, to give him words of comfort on account
of his father. And the servants of David came to Hanun, to the land of the
children of Ammon, offering him comfort. 3 But the chiefs of the children
of Ammon said to Hanun, Does it seem to you that David is honouring your
father, by sending comforters to you? is it not clear that thesemenhave only
come to go through the land and tomake secret observation of it so that they
mayovercome it? 4SoHanun tookDavid's servants, andcuttingoff theirhair
and the skirts of their robes up to themiddle, sent themaway. 5Then certain
menwent and gaveDavidword ofwhat had been done to them. Andhe sent
out with the purpose of meeting them; for the men were greatly shamed.
And the king said, Keep where you are at Jericho till your hair is long again,
and then come back. 6And when the children of Ammon saw that they had
made themselves hated by David, Hanun and the children of Ammon sent a
thousand talents of silver as payment forwar-carriages and horsemen from
Mesopotamia and Aram-maacah and Zobah. 7 So with this money they got
thirty-two thousand war-carriages, and the help of the king of Maacah and
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his people, who came and took up their position in front of Medeba. And
the children of Ammon came together from their towns for the fight. 8And
David, hearing of it, sent Joab with all the army of fighting-men. 9 So the
children of Ammon came out and put their forces in position on the way
into the town; and the kings who had comewere stationed by themselves in
the field. 10Now when Joab saw that their forces were in position against
him in front and at his back, he took all the best men of Israel, and put
them in line against the Aramaeans; 11And the rest of the people he put in
position against the children of Ammon with Abishai, his brother, at their
head. 12And he said, If the Aramaeans are stronger and get the better ofme,
then come to my help; and if the children of Ammon get the better of you, I
will come to your help. 13Take heart, and let us be strong for our people and
for the towns of ourGod; andmay the Lord dowhat seems good to him. 14So
Joab and the people whowere with himwent forward into the fight against
theAramaeans, and theywent inflightbeforehim. 15Andwhen the children
of Ammon saw the flight of the Aramaeans, they themselves went in flight
from Abishai, his brother, and came into the town. Then Joab came back
to Jerusalem. 16 And when the Aramaeans saw that Israel had overcome
them, they sent men to get the Aramaeans who were on the other side of
the River, with Shophach, the captain of Hadadezer's army, at their head.
17 And word of this was given to David; and he got all Israel together and
went over Jordan and came to Helam and put his forces in position against
them. AndwhenDavid's forces were in position against the Aramaeans, the
fight was started. 18 And the Aramaeans went in flight before Israel; and
David put to the sword themen of seven thousand Aramaeanwar-carriages
and forty thousand footmen, and put to death Shophach, the captain of the
army. 19Andwhen the servants of Hadadezer saw that theywere overcome
by Israel, they made peace with David and became his servants: and the
Aramaeans would give nomore help to the children of Ammon.

20
1Now in the spring, at the timewhen kings go out to war, Joab went out at

the head of the armed forces andmadewaste all the land of the Ammonites
and put hismen in position before Rabbah, shutting it in. But Davidwas still
at Jerusalem. And Joab tookRabbah andmade itwaste. 2AndDavid took the
crown ofMilcom from off his head; its weight was a talent of gold and it had
stones of great price in it; and it was put onDavid's head, and he took a great
store of goods from the town. 3And he took the people out of the town and
put them to work with wood-cutting instruments, and iron grain-crushers,
and axes. And this he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. Then
David and all the people went back to Jerusalem. 4Now after this there was
war with the Philistines at Gezer; then Sibbecai the Hushathite put to death
Sippai, one of the offspring of the Rephaim; and they were overcome. 5And
again there was war with the Philistines; and Elhanan, the son of Jair, put to
death Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the stem of whose spear was
like a cloth-worker's rod. 6 And again there was war at Gath, where there
was a very tall man, who had twenty-four fingers and toes, six fingers on his
hands and six toes on his feet; he was one of the offspring of the Rephaim.
7 And when he put shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimea, David's
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brother, put him to death. 8 These were of the offspring of the Rephaim in
Gath; they came to their death by the hands of David and his servants.

21
1 Now Satan, designing evil against Israel, put into David's mind the

impulse to take the number of Israel. 2 And David said to Joab and the
captains of the people, Now let all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, be
numbered; and givemeword so that Imay be certain of their number. 3And
Joab said, May the Lord make his people a hundred times more in number
than they are; but, my lord king, are they not all my lord's servants? why
would my lord have this done? why will he become a cause of sin to Israel?
4 But the king's word was stronger than Joab's. So Joab went out and went
through all Israel and came to Jerusalem. 5And Joab gaveDavid the number
of all the people; all themenof Israel, able to takeup arms,were onemillion,
one hundred thousand men; and those of Judah were four hundred and
seventy thousandmen, able to take up arms. 6But Levi and Benjamin were
not numbered among them, for Joab was disgusted with the king's order.
7And God was not pleased with this thing; so he sent punishment on Israel.
8 Then David said to God, Great has been my sin in doing this; but now, be
pleased to take away the sin of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.
9Then the word of the Lord came to Gad, David's seer, saying, 10Go and say
to David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say which of them
you will have, so that I may do it to you. 11 So Gad came to David and said to
him, The Lord says, Takewhichever youwill: 12Three yearswhen therewill
not be enough food; or threemonths ofwar,whenyouwill go inflight before
your haters, being in great danger of the sword; or three days of the sword
of the Lord, disease in the land, and the angel of the Lord taking destruction
through all the land of Israel. Now give thought to the answer I am to take
back to him who sent me. 13And David said to Gad, This is a hard decision
for me to make: let me come into the hands of the Lord, for great are his
mercies: let me not come into the hands of men. 14 So the Lord sent disease
on Israel, causing the death of seventy thousand men. 15 And God sent an
angel to Jerusalem for its destruction: and when he was about to do so, the
Lord saw, and had regret for the evil, and said to the angel of destruction,
It is enough; do no more. Now the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor
of Ornan the Jebusite. 16And David, lifting up his eyes, saw the angel of the
Lord there between earth andheaven,with anuncovered sword inhis hand
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the responsiblemen, clothed
in haircloth, went down on their faces. 17And David said to God, Was it not
I who gave the order for the people to be numbered? It is I who have done
the sin and the great wrong; but these are only sheep; what have they done?
let your hand, O Lord God, be lifted up against me and against my family,
but not against your people to send disease on them. 18Then the angel of the
Lord gave orders to Gad to say to David that hewas to go and put up an altar
to the Lord on the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19And David went up,
as Gad had said in the name of the Lord. 20 And Ornan, turning back, saw
the angel, and his four sons whowere with himwent to a secret place. Now
Ornanwas crushinghis grain. 21AndwhenDavid came,Ornan, looking, saw
him, and came out from the grain-floor and went down on his face to the
earth before him. 22Then David said to Ornan, Giveme the placewhere this
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grain-floor is, so that Imayput up an altar here to the Lord: letmehave it for
its full price; so that this disease may be stopped among the people. 23And
Ornan said to David, Take it, and let my lord the king do what seems right
to him. See, I give you the oxen for burned offerings and the grain-cleaning
instruments for fire-wood, and the grain for the meal offering; I give it all.
24AndKingDavid said toOrnan,No; Iwill certainly give you the full price for
it, because Iwill not take for theLordwhat is yours, or give aburnedoffering
without payment. 25 So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by
weight for the place. 26And David put up an altar there to the Lord, offering
burned offerings and peace-offerings with prayers to the Lord; and he gave
him an answer from heaven, sending fire on the altar of burned offering.
27 Then the Lord gave orders to the angel, and he put back his sword into
its cover. 28 At that time, when David saw that the Lord had given him an
answer on the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he made an offering there.
29 For the House of the Lord, which Moses had made in the waste land, and
the altar of burned offerings, were at that time in the high place at Gibeon.
30 But David was not able to go before it to get directions from the Lord, so
great was his fear of the sword of the angel of the Lord.

22
1ThenDavid said, This is the house of the LordGod, and this is the altar for

Israel's burned offerings. 2AndDavid gave orders to get together all themen
from strange lands who were in the land of Israel; and he put stone-cutters
to work, cutting stones for building the house of God. 3And he got together
a great store of iron, for the nails for the doors and for the joins; and brass,
more inweight thanmight bemeasured; 4And cedar-treeswithout number,
for the Zidonians and the men of Tyre came with a great amount of cedar-
trees for David. 5 And David said, Solomon my son is young and untested,
and the housewhich is to be put up for the Lord is to be very great, a thing of
wonder and glory through all countries; so Iwillmake readywhat is needed
for it. So David got ready a great store of material before his death. 6 Then
he sent for his son Solomon, and gave him orders for the building of a house
for the Lord, the God of Israel. 7And David said to Solomon, My son, it was
my desire to put up a house for the name of the LordmyGod. 8But theword
of the Lord came to me saying, You have taken lives without number and
made great wars; I will not let you be the builder of a house for my name,
because of the lives you have taken on the earth before my eyes. 9 But you
will have a sonwhowill be aman of rest; and I will give him rest fromwars
on every side. His name will be Solomon, and in his time I will give Israel
peace and quiet; 10He will be the builder of a house for my name; he will
be to me a son, and I will be to him a father; and I will make the seat of his
rule over Israel certain for ever. 11Now, my son, may the Lord be with you;
and may you do well, and put up the house of the Lord your God, as he has
said of you. 12 Only may the Lord give you wisdom, and knowledge of his
orders for Israel, so that you may keep the law of the Lord your God. 13And
all will go well for you, if you take care to keep the laws and the rules which
the Lord gave toMoses for Israel: be strong and take heart; have no fear and
do not be troubled. 14Now see, poor though I am, I have got ready for the
house of the Lord a hundred thousand talents of gold and a million talents
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of silver; and aweight of brass and iron greater thanmay bemeasured; and
wood and stone have I made ready, and you may put more to it. 15And you
have a great number of workmen, cutters and workers of stone and wood,
and experts in every sort of work, 16 In gold and silver and brass and iron
more than may be numbered. Up! then, and to work; and may the Lord be
with you. 17 Then David gave orders to all the chiefs of Israel to give their
help to Solomon his son, saying, 18 Is not the Lord your God with you? and
has he not given you rest on every side? for the Lord has given the people of
the land intomyhands, and the land is overcomebefore theLord andbefore
his people. 19Now give your heart and soul to the worship of the Lord your
God; andget toworkon thebuilding of theholy place of theLordGod, so that
you may put the ark of the Lord's agreement and the holy vessels of God in
the house which is to bemade for the name of the Lord.

23
1Now David was old and full of days; and he made his son Solomon king

over Israel. 2And he got together all the chiefs of Israel, with the priests and
the Levites. 3 And the Levites, all those of thirty years old and over, were
numbered; and the number of them, by heads, man by man, was thirty-
eight thousand. 4 Of these, twenty-four thousand were to be overseers of
the work of the house of the Lord, and six thousand were judges and men
of authority; 5 Four thousand were door-keepers; and four thousand gave
praise to the Lordwith the instruments which Imade, said David, for giving
praise. 6And David put them into divisions under the names of the sons of
Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari. 7Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.
8The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief, and Zetham and Joel, three. 9The sons
of Shimei: Shelomoth and Haziel and Haran, three; these were the heads of
the families of Ladan. 10 And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zizah and Jeush
and Beriah; these four were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was the chief and
Zizah the second; but Jeush and Beriah had only a small number of sons, so
they were grouped together as one family. 12 The sons of Kohath: Amram,
Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses;
and Aaron was made separate and holy, he and his sons for ever, for the
care of the most holy things and the burning of offerings before the Lord,
to do his work and give blessings in his name for ever. 14 And the sons of
Moses, the man of God, were put into the list of the tribe of Levi. 15 The
sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. 16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the
first. 17And the sons of Eliezer: Rehabiah the first; and Eliezer had no other
sons, but Rehabiah had a great number. 18The sons of Izhar: Shelomith the
first. 19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel
the third, and Jekameam the fourth. 20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the first,
and Isshiah the second. 21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi; the sons
of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish. 22 And at his death Eleazar had no sons, but
only daughters, and their relations, the sons of Kish, took them as wives.
23 The sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jeremoth, three. 24 These were
the sons of Levi, grouped by families, the heads of the families of those who
were numbered by name, by heads, all those of twenty years old and over
who did the work of the house of the Lord. 25 For David said, The Lord, the
God of Israel, has given his people rest, and he hasmade his resting-place in
Jerusalem for ever; 26And from now, there will be no need for the House of
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the Lord, and the vessels used in it, to be moved about by the Levites. 27 So
among the last acts of David was the numbering of the sons of Levi, from
twenty years old and over. 28Their placewas by the side of the sons of Aaron
in all thework of the house of the Lord, in the open spaces and in the rooms,
in the making clean of all the holy things, in doing all the work of the house
of the Lord, 29 The holy bread was in their care, and the crushed grain for
the meal offering, of unleavened cakes or meal cooked over the fire or in
water; they had control of all sorts of weights and measures; 30They had to
take their places everymorning to give praise andmakemelody to the Lord,
and in the same way at evening; 31At every offering of burned offerings to
the Lord, on Sabbaths, and at the new moons, and on the regular feasts, in
the number ordered by the law, at all times before the Lord; 32And they had
the care of the Tent ofmeeting and the holy place, under the direction of the
sons of Aaron their brothers, for the work of the house of the Lord.

24
1Nowthedivisions intowhich the sonsofAaronweregroupedwere these:

the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2But Nadab and
Abihu came to their end before their father, and had no children; so Eleazar
and Ithamar did the work of priests. 3And David, with Zadok of the sons of
Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, made distribution of them
into their positions for their work. 4And there were more chiefs among the
sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar; and this is how they were
grouped: of the sons of Eleazar therewere sixteen, all heads of families; and
of the sons of Ithamar, heads of families, there were eight. 5 So they were
put into groups, by the Lord's decision, one with another; for there were
rulers of the holy place and rulers of the house of God among the sons of
Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. 6 And Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel the
scribe, who was a Levite, put down their names in writing, the king being
present with the rulers, and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech, the son of
Abiathar, and the heads of families of the priests and the Levites; one family
being taken for Eleazar and then one for Ithamar, and so on. 7 Now the
first name to come out was that of Jehoiarib; the second Jedaiah, 8The third
Harim, the fourth Seorim, 9 The fifth Malchijah, the sixth Mijamin, 10 The
seventhHakkoz, the eighth Abijah, 11The ninth Jeshua, the tenth Shecaniah,
12 The eleventh Eliashib, the twelfth Jakim, 13 The thirteenth Huppah, the
fourteenth Jeshebeab, 14 The fifteenth Bilgah, the sixteenth Immer, 15 The
seventeenth Hezir, the eighteenth Happizzez, 16 The nineteenth Pethahiah,
the twentieth Jehezkel, 17The twenty-first Jachin, the twenty-second Gamul,
18The twenty-third Delaiah, the twenty-fourthMaaziah. 19So theywere put
into their different groups, to take their places in the house of the Lord, in
agreement with the rules made by Aaron their father, as the Lord, the God
of Israel, had given him orders. 20And of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the
sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah. 21Of Rehabiah;
of the sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of
the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 23And the sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief,
Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. 24The sons of
Uzziel, Micah; of the sons ofMicah, Shamir. 25The brother ofMicah, Isshiah;
of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi;
the sons of Jaaziah. 27 The sons of Merari: of Jaaziah, Shoham and Zaccur
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and Ibri. 28Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons. 29Of Kish: the sons of Kish,
Jerahmeel. 30And the sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jerimoth. These
were the sons of the Levites by their families. 31Selectionwasmade of these
in the sameway as of their brothers the sons of Aaron, David the king being
present, with Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the heads of families of the priests
and of the Levites; the families of the chief in the same way as those of his
younger brother.

25
1 Further, David and the chiefs of the servants of the holy place made

selection of certain of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun for
the work of prophets, to make melody with corded instruments and brass;
and the number of the men for the work they had to do was: 2Of the sons
of Asaph: Zaccur and Joseph and Nethaniah and Asharelah, sons of Asaph;
under the direction of Asaph, acting as a prophet under the orders of the
king; 3Of Jeduthun: the six sonsof Jeduthun,GedaliahandZeri and Jeshaiah,
Hashabiah and Mattithiah; under the direction of their father Jeduthun
who, acting as a prophet, with corded instruments gave praise and glory
to the Lord. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel,
Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti and Romamti-
ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth; 5 All these were sons of
Heman, the king's seer in the words of God. And to make great his power
God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 6All these, under the
direction of their father,mademusic in thehouse of theLord,with brass and
corded instruments, for the worship of the house of God; Asaph, Jeduthun,
and Heman being under the orders of the king. 7And the number of them,
with their brothers who were trained and expert in making melody to the
Lord, was two hundred and eighty-eight. 8And selection was made of them
for their special work, all having equal chances, small as well as great, the
teacher as the learner. 9Now of the group of Asaph, the first name to come
out was Joseph; the second Gedaliah; he and his brothers and sons were
twelve? 10 The third Zaccur, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 11 The
fourth Izri, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 12 The fifth Nethaniah,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 13 The sixth Bukkiah, with his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 14 The seventh Jesharelah, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 15 The eighth Jeshaiah, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 16TheninthMattaniah,withhis sons andhis brothers, twelve; 17The
tenth Shimei, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 18The eleventh Azarel,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19 The twelfth Hashabiah, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 20 The thirteenth Shubael, with his sons and
his brothers, twelve; 21 The fourteenth Mattithiah, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 22 The fifteenth Jeremoth, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 23 The sixteenth Hananiah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
24 The seventeenth Joshbekashah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
25 The eighteenth Hanani, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 26 The
nineteenthMallothi, with his sons andhis brothers, twelve; 27The twentieth
Eliathah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 28 The twenty-first Hothir,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 29 The twenty-second Giddalti, with
his sons and his brothers, twelve; 30 The twenty-third Mahazioth, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 31 The twenty-fourth Romamti-ezer, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve.
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26
1For the divisions of the door-keepers: of the Korahites,Meshelemiah, the

sonofKore, of the sonsofEbiasaph. 2AndMeshelemiahhad sons: Zechariah
the oldest, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3Elam
the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh. 4AndObed-edomhad
sons: Shemaiah the oldest, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, and Sacar
the fourth, and Nethanel the fifth, 5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh,
Peullethai the eighth; for the blessing of God was on him. 6And Shemaiah
his son had sons, rulers over the family of their father, for they were able
men. 7The sons of Shemaiah: Othni and Rephael and Obed, Elzabad, whose
brothers were great men of war, Elihu and Semachiah. 8All these were sons
of Obed-edom: they and their sons and their brothers, able men and strong
for the work; sixty-two sons of Obed-edom. 9 Meshelemiah had sons and
brothers, eighteen able men. 10And Hosah, a son of the children of Merari,
had sons: Shimri the chief (for though hewas not the oldest, his fathermade
him chief); 11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth:
Hosah had thirteen sons and brothers. 12 Of these were the divisions of
the door-keepers, men of authority, having responsible positions like their
brothers to be servants in the house of the Lord. 13 And the families were
taken by the decision of the Lord for every door; the small family had the
same chance as the great. 14And the care of the door on the east cameout for
Shelemiah. Then the name of Zechariah his son, a man wise in discussion,
came out, and the door on the north was given to him. 15 To Obed-edom,
that on the south; and to his sons, the store-house. 16To Hosah, the door on
the west, by the door of Shallecheth, at the footway which goes up, watch
by watch. 17 On the east were six Levites a day, and on the north and the
south four a day, and for the store-house two and two. 18 For the pillared
way, on the west, four at the footway and two at the pillared way itself.
19These were the divisions of door-keepers, of the sons of the Korahites and
of the sons of Merari. 20And the Levites their brothers were responsible for
the stores of the house of God and the holy things. 21 The sons of Ladan:
sons of the Gershonites of the family of Ladan, heads of families of Ladan
the Gershonite, Jehieli. 22 The sons of Jehieli: Zetham and Joel, his brother,
had the care of the stores of the house of the Lord. 23 Of the Amramites,
of the Izharites, of the Hebronites, of the Uzzielites: 24 And Shebuel, the
son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was controller of the stores. 25 And his
brothers: of Eliezer, Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram
his son, and Zichri his son, and Shelomoth his son. 26 Shelomoth and his
brothers were responsible for all the store of holy things which David the
king and the heads of families, the captains of thousands and of hundreds,
and the captains of the army, had given to the Lord. 27 From the goods
taken in war, they gave, as a holy offering, materials for the building of the
house of the Lord. 28And everything Samuel the prophet and Saul, the son
of Kish, and Abner, the son of Ner, and Joab, the son of Zeruiah, had made
holy; whatever anyone had given, it was under the care of Shelomoth and
his brothers. 29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons had to do all the
public business of Israel, in relation to judges and men in authority. 30 Of
the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brothers, seventeen hundred able men,
were overseers of Israel on the other side of the Jordan, to the west, being
responsible for all the work of the Lord's house and for the work done by



1 Chronicles 26:31 450 1 Chronicles 27:23

the king's servants. 31 Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was the chief of all the
Hebronites, in their generations by families. In the fortieth year of the rule
of David a search was made, and able men were seen among them at Jazer
of Gilead. 32And his brothers were two thousand, seven hundred able men,
heads of families, whom King David made overseers over the Reubenites
and theGadites and thehalf-tribeofManasseh, in everything todowithGod,
and for the king's business.

27
1Now the number of the children of Israel, that is, the heads of families,

and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and the men in authority
who were servants of the king in anything to do with the divisions which
came in and went out month by month through all the months of the year,
in every division were twenty-four thousand. 2 Over the first division for
the first month was Ishbaal, the son of Zabdiel; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand. 3 He was of the sons of Perez, and the chief of all
the captains of the army for the first month. 4And over the division for the
secondmonthwasEleazar, the sonofDodai theAhohite, the ruler; and inhis
division were twenty-four thousand. 5The third captain of the army for the
third month was Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada the priest; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 6 This is the same Benaiah who was the great
man of the thirty, chief of the thirty; and in his division was Ammizabad his
son. 7 The fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel, the brother of
Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him; and in his division were twenty-four
thousand. 8The fifth captain for the fifthmonthwas Shamhuth the Izrahite;
and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 9 The sixth captain for the
sixth month was Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand. 10 The seventh captain for the seventh month was
Helez the Pelonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and in his division were twenty-
four thousand. 11The eighth captain for the eighth month was Sibbecai the
Hushathite, of the Zerahites; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand.
12 The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abiezer the Anathothite, of
the Benjamites; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand. 13The tenth
captain for the tenthmonthwasMaharai the Netophathite, of the Zerahites;
and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 14 The eleventh captain for
the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the sons of Ephraim;
and inhis divisionwere twenty-four thousand. 15The twelfth captain for the
twelfth month was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 16And over the tribes of Israel: the ruler of the
Reubenites was Eliezer, the son of Zichri; of the Simeonites, Shephatiah, the
son of Maacah; 17Of Levi, Hashabiah, the son of Kemuel; of Aaron, Zadok;
18Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of David; of Issachar, Omri, the son of
Michael; 19Of Zebulun, Ishmaiah, the son of Obadiah; of Naphtali, Jerimoth,
the son of Azriel; 20Of the children of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Azaziah;
of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel, the son of Pedaiah; 21Of the half-tribe of
Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo, the son of Zechariah; of Benjamin, Jaasiel, the son
of Abner; 22Of Dan, Azarel, the son of Jeroham. These were the captains of
the tribes of Israel. 23But David did not take the number of those who were
under twenty years old, for the Lord had said that hewouldmake Israel like
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the stars ofheaven innumber. 24Thenumberingwas startedby Joab, the son
of Zeruiah, but he did not go on to the end; and because of it, wrath came on
Israel and the numberwas not recorded in the history of King David. 25And
Azmaveth, the son of Adiel, was controller of the king's property; Jonathan,
the son of Uzziah, had control of all store-houses in country places and in
the towns and little towns and strong places; 26Ezri, the son of Chelub, had
authority over the field-workers and farmers; 27 Shimei the Ramathite was
responsible for the vine-gardens; Zabdi the Shiphmite was responsible for
the produce of the vine-gardens and for all the stores of wine; 28Baal-hanan
the Gederite was responsible for the olive-trees and the sycamore-trees in
the lowlands; and Joash for the stores of oil; 29And Shitrai the Sharonitewas
responsible for the herds in the grass-lands of Sharon, and Shaphat, the son
of Adlai, for those in the valleys; 30 Obil the Ishmaelite had control of the
camels and Jehdeiah the Meronothite of the she-asses; 31The flocks were in
the care of Jaziz the Hagarite. All these were the controllers of King David's
property. 32 Now Jonathan, David's father's brother, expert in discussion,
and a man of good sense, was a scribe; and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni,
had the care of the king's sons; 33 And Ahithophel was the king's expert in
discussion andHushai the Archite was the king's friend. 34After Ahithophel
was Jehoiada, the son of Benaiah, andAbiathar; and the captain of the king's
armywas Joab.

28
1And David got together at Jerusalem all the rulers of Israel, the chiefs of

the tribes and the captains of the divisions waiting on the king in turn, and
the captains of thousands and the captains of hundreds and the controllers
of all the goods and property of the king and his sons, with the unsexed
servants and the great men of war. 2 Then David the king got up and said,
Give ear to me, my brothers and my people; it was my desire to put up a
house, a resting-place for the ark of the Lord's agreement, and for the foot-
rest of our God; and I had got material ready for the building of it. 3But God
said tome, You arenot to be the builder of a house formyname, because you
are a man of war and have taken life; 4 Though the Lord, the God of Israel,
tookme out of all my father's family, to be king over Israel for ever, marking
out Judah to be chief, and, of the people of Judah, my father's family; and
among the sons ofmy father hewas pleased tomakeme king over all Israel;
5Andof allmy sons (for theLordhas givenmeagreatnumberof sons) hehas
made selection of Solomon to take his place on the seat of the kingdomof the
Lord over Israel. 6And he said to me, Solomon your son will be the builder
ofmy house and the open spaces round it; for I have taken him to bemy son,
and I will be his father. 7 I will keep his kingdom in its place for ever, if he is
strong at all times to domyorders and keepmy rules, as at this day. 8So now,
before the eyes of all Israel, the people of the Lord, and in the hearing of our
God, keep and be true to the orders of the Lord your God; so that you may
have this good land for yourselves and give it for a heritage to your children
after you for ever. 9And you, Solomon my son, get knowledge of the God of
your father, andbehis servantwith a true heart andwith a strong desire, for
the Lord is the searcher of all hearts, and has knowledge of all the designs of
men's thoughts; if you make search for him, he will be near you; but if you
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are turned away from him, he will give you up for ever. 10Now then, take
note; for the Lord has made selection of you to be the builder of a house for
the holy place. Be strong and do it. 11 Then David gave to his son Solomon
the design of the doorway of the house of God and of its houses and its store-
houses, and the higher rooms and the inner rooms and the place for the
mercy-seat; 12And the design of all he had in his heart for the outer squares
of the house of the Lord, and for the rooms all round it, and for the store-
houses of the house of the Lord, and for the store-houses for the holy things;
13 And for the divisions of the priests and Levites, and for all the work in
connectionwith theworshipof thehouseof theLord, andall thevesselsused
in the house of the Lord; 14Of gold, by weight, for the vessels of gold, for all
the vessels of different uses; and silver for all the vessels of silver byweight,
for vessels of different uses; 15And gold byweight for the light-supports and
the vessels for the lights, the weight of gold needed for every support and
every vessel for lights; and for the silver light-supports, the weight of silver
needed for every support and for the different vessels as every one was to
be used; 16 And gold by weight for the tables for the holy bread for every
table, and silver for the silver tables; 17 Clear gold for the meat-hooks and
the basins and the cups; for the gold basins, gold enough byweight for every
basin; and silver byweight for every silver basin; 18And the best gold for the
altarofperfumes; andgold for thedesignof thecarriage, for thewingedones
whose wings were outstretched covering the ark of the Lord's agreement.
19All this, said David, the design for all these things, has been made dear to
me inwriting by the hand of the Lord. 20And David said to his son Solomon,
Be strong and of a good heart and do your work; have no fear and do not
be troubled, for the Lord God, my God, is with you; he will not give you up,
and his facewill not be turned away fromyou, till all thework necessary for
the house of the Lord is complete. 21And see, there are the divisions of the
priests and Levites for all the work of the house of God; and every trained
and expert workman will be ready to do for you whatever is needed; and
the captains and the people will be under your orders in everything.

29
1And David the king said to all the people, Solomon my son, the only one

who has been marked out by God, is still young and untested, and the work
is great, for this great house is not for man, but for the Lord God. 2Now as
far as I am able, I havemade ready what is needed for the house of my God;
the gold for the things of gold, and the silver for the silver things, and the
brass for the brass things, iron for the things of iron, andwood for the things
of wood; beryls and jewels to be framed, and stones of different colours for
ornament; all sorts of stones of great price, and polished building-stone, as
much as is needed and more. 3 And because this house of God is dear to
me, I give my private store of gold and silver to the house of my God, in
addition to all I have got ready for the holy house; 4 Even three thousand
talents of gold of Ophir and seven thousand talents of the best silver, for
plating the walls of the house: 5Gold for the gold things, and silver for the
silver things, and for every sort of work to be done by the expert workmen.
Who then will come forward, offering himself this day for the Lord's work?
6 Then the heads of families and the chiefs of the tribes of Israel, and the
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captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the controllers of the king's
business, freely gave themselves; 7 And they gave for the use of the house
of the Lord, five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, and ten
thousand talents of silver, and eighteen thousand talents of brass, and a
hundred thousand talents of iron. 8And thosewho had stones of great price
gave them to the store of the house of the Lord, under the care of Jehiel the
Gershonite. 9Then the people were glad because their offerings were freely
given, for with a true heart they freely gave what they had to the Lord; and
David the king was full of joy. 10 So David gave praise to the Lord before all
the people; and David said, Praise be to you, O Lord the God of Israel, our
father for ever and ever. 11Yours, O Lord, is the strength and the power and
theglory, and theauthority and thehonour: for everything inheavenandon
earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are lifted up as head
over all. 12Wealth and honour come from you, and you are ruler over all,
and in your hand is power and strength; it is in your power to make great,
and to give strength to all. 13So now, our God, we give you praise, honouring
the glory of your name. 14Butwho am I andwhat ismy people, thatwe have
power to give so freely in this way? for all things come from you, and what
we have given you is yours. 15 For we, as all our fathers were, are like men
from a strange country before you, who have got a place for a time in the
land; our days on the earth are like a shade, and there is no hope of going on.
16O Lord our God, all this store, whichwe havemade ready for the building
of a house for your holy name, comes from your hand and is yours. 17And I
am conscious, my God, that you are the searcher of hearts, taking pleasure
in righteousness. As for me, with an upright heart I have freely given all
these things; and I have seen with joy your people who are here to make
their offerings freely to you. 18O Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the deepest thoughts of your people,
and let their hearts be fixed and true to you; 19And give to Solomonmy son
a true heart, to keep your orders, your rules, and your laws, and to do all
these things, and to put up this great house for which I have made ready.
20 And David said to all the people, Now give praise to the Lord your God.
And all the people gave praise to the Lord, theGod of their fathers, with bent
heads worshipping the Lord and the king. 21And theymade offerings to the
Lord, and gave burned offerings to the Lord, on the day after, a thousand
oxen, a thousand sheep, and a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings,
and a great wealth of offerings for all Israel. 22Andwith great joy theymade
a feast before the Lord that day. And they made Solomon, the son of David,
king a second time, putting the holy oil on him tomake him holy to the Lord
as ruler, and on Zadok as priest. 23 So Solomon was put on the seat of the
Lord as king in place of his father David, and everything went well for him;
and all Israel was under his authority. 24And all the chiefs and the men of
war and all the sons of King David put themselves under the authority of
Solomon the king. 25 And the Lord made Solomon great in the eyes of all
Israel, clothing him with glory and honour such as no other king in Israel
had had before him. 26Now David, the son of Jesse, was king over all Israel.
27 For forty years he was ruling as king over Israel, seven years in Hebron
and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28And he came to his end after a long
life, full of days and great wealth and honour; and Solomon his son became
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king in his place. 29 Now all the acts of David, first and last, are recorded
in the words of Samuel the seer, and the words of Nathan the prophet, and
the words of Gad the seer; 30 Together with all his rule and his power, and
the events which took place in his time, in Israel and in all the kingdoms of
other lands.
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The Second Book of Chronicles
1And Solomon, the son of David,made himself strong in his kingdom, and

the Lord his God was with him, and made him very great. 2 And Solomon
sent word to all Israel, to the captains of thousands and of hundreds and
to the judges and to every chief in all Israel, heads of their families. 3 Then
Solomon, andall themenof Israelwithhim,went to thehighplaceatGibeon,
because the Tent of meeting of God, which Moses, the servant of the Lord,
hadmade in thewaste land, was there. 4But the ark of God had beenmoved
by David from Kiriath-jearim to the place which he had made ready for it,
for he had put up a tent for it at Jerusalem. 5 And the altar of brass which
Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made, was there before the Tent
of the Lord; and Solomon and all the people went to give worship there.
6And Solomon went up there to the brass altar before the Lord at the Tent
of meeting, offering on it a thousand burned offerings. 7 In that night God
came to Solomon in a vision, and said to him, Say what I am to give you.
8 And Solomon said to God, Great was your mercy to David my father, and
you have made me king in his place. 9Now, O Lord God, let your word to
David my father come true; for you have made me king over a people like
the dust of the earth in number. 10Give me nowwisdom and knowledge, so
that I may go out and come in before this people: for who is able to be the
judge of this great people of yours? 11AndGod said to Solomon, Because this
was in your heart, and you did not make request for money, property, or
honour, or for the destruction of your haters, or for long life; but you have
made request for wisdom and knowledge for yourself, so that you may be
the judge of my people over whom I have made you king: 12Wisdom and
knowledge are given to you; and I will give you wealth and honour, such
as no king has had before you or ever will have after you. 13 So Solomon
went back from the high place at Gibeon, from before the Tent of meeting,
to Jerusalem; and hewas king over Israel. 14And Solomon got togetherwar-
carriages and horsemen; he had one thousand, four hundred carriages and
twelve thousand horsemen, which he kept, some in the carriage-towns and
some with the king at Jerusalem. 15 And the king made silver and gold as
common as stones in Jerusalem, and cedar like the sycamore-trees of the
lowland in number. 16 And Solomon's horses came out of Egypt; the king's
traders got them from Kue at a price. 17 A war-carriage might be got from
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty:
they got them at the same rate for all the kings of the Hittites and the kings
of Aram.

2
1 Now it was Solomon's purpose to put up a house for the name of the

Lord and a house for himself as king. 2And Solomon had seventy thousand
men numbered for transport, and eighty thousand for cutting stone in the
mountains, and three thousand, six hundred as overseers. 3 And Solomon
sent to Huram, king of Tyre, saying, As you did formy father David, sending
him cedar-trees for the building of his house, 4 See! I am building a house
for the name of the Lord my God, to be made holy to him, where perfumes
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of sweet spices will be burned before him, and the holy breadwill be placed
at all times, and burned offerings will be offered morning and evening, on
the Sabbaths and at the new moons, and on the regular feasts of the Lord
our God. This is a law for ever to Israel. 5And the housewhich I ambuilding
is to be great, for our God is greater than all gods. 6 But who may have
strength enough to make a house for him, seeing that the heaven and the
heaven of heavens are not wide enough to be his resting-place? who am I
then to make a house for him? But I am building it only for the burning of
perfume before him. 7 So now send me an expert worker in gold and silver
and brass and iron? in purple and red and blue, and in the cutting of all
sorts of ornament, to be with the expert workmen who are here in Judah
and in Jerusalem, whommy father David got together. 8And sendme cedar-
trees, cypress-trees and sandal-wood from Lebanon, for, to my knowledge,
your servants are expert wood-cutters in Lebanon; andmy servants will be
with yours, 9 To get trees for me in great numbers, for the house which I
am building is to be great and a wonder. 10 And I will give as food to your
servants, the wood-cutters, twenty thousandmeasures of grain, and twenty
thousand measures of barley and twenty thousand measures of wine and
twenty thousandmeasures of oil. 11ThenHuram, king of Tyre, sent Solomon
an answer in writing, saying, Because of his love for his people the Lord has
made you king over them. 12 And Huram said, Praise be to the Lord, the
God of Israel, maker of heaven and earth, who has given to David the king a
wise son, full of wisdom and good sense, to be the builder of a house for the
Lord and a house for himself as king. 13And now I am sending you a wise
and expert man, Huram who is as my father, 14 The son of a woman of the
daughters of Dan, whose fatherwas aman of Tyre, an expert worker in gold
and silver and brass and iron, in stone and wood, in purple and blue and
fair linen and red, trained in the cutting of every sort of ornament and the
invention of every sort of design; let himbe given aplace amongyour expert
workmenand those ofmy lord, your fatherDavid. 15Sonow letmy lord send
to his servants the grain and the oil and the wine asmy lord has said; 16And
wewill havewood cut fromLebanon, asmuch as you have need of, andwill
send it to you onflat boats by sea to Joppa, and from there youmay take it up
to Jerusalem. 17Then Solomon took the number of all themen from strange
lands who were living in Israel, as his father David had done; there were a
hundred and fifty-three thousand, six hundred. 18 Seventy thousand he put
to the work of transport, eighty thousand to cutting stone in the mountains,
and three thousand, six hundred as overseers to put the people to work.

3
1 Then Solomon made a start at building the house of the Lord on Mount

Moriah in Jerusalem, where the Lord had been seen by his father David,
in the place which David had made ready in the grain-floor of Ornan the
Jebusite. 2 The building was started in the second month in the fourth year
of his rule. 3And Solomon put the base of the house of God in position; by
the older measure it was sixty cubits long and twenty cubits wide. 4 And
the covered way in front of the house was twenty cubits long, as wide as
the house, and a hundred and twenty cubits high, all plated inside with the
best gold. 5 And the greater house was roofed with cypress-wood, plated
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with the best gold and ornamented with designs of palm-trees and chains.
6And the house wasmade beautiful with stones of great value, and the gold
was gold of Parvaim. 7All the house was plated with gold, the supports, the
steps, the walls and the doors; and the walls were ornamentedwith designs
of winged ones. 8 And he made the most holy place; it was twenty cubits
long, and twenty cubits wide, like the greater house, andwas plated all over
with the best gold; six hundred talents were used for it. 9And fifty shekels
weightof goldwasused for thenails. Hehadall thehigher roomsplatedwith
gold. 10 And in the most holy place he made images of two winged beings,
covering them with gold. 11 Their outstretched wings were twenty cubits
across; one wing, five cubits long, touching the wall of the house, and the
other, of the same size, meeting the wing of the other winged one. 12 And
in the same way, the wings of the other, five cubits long, were stretched out,
one touching thewall and theothermeeting thewingof thefirstwingedone.
13 Their outstretched wings were twenty cubits across; they were placed
upright on their feet, facing the inner part of the house. 14And he made the
veil of blue and purple and red, of the best linen, workedwith winged ones.
15And in front of the house hemade two pillars, thirty-five cubits high, with
crownson the topsof them,five cubits high. 16Andhemadechains, likeneck
ornaments, and put themon the tops of the pillars, and a hundred apples on
the chains. 17He put up the pillars in front of the Temple, one on the right
side and one on the left, naming the one on the right Jachin and that on the
left Boaz.

4
1 Then he made a brass altar, twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide and

ten cubits high. 2 And he made the great water-vessel of metal, round in
form, measuring ten cubits across from edge to edge; it was five cubits high
and thirty cubits round. 3And under it was a design of flowers all round it,
ten to a cubit, circling the water-vessel in two lines; they were made from
liquid metal at the same time as the water-vessel. 4 It was supported on
twelve oxen, three facing to the north, three to the west, three to the south,
and three to theeast, thewater-vessel restingon topof them; theirbackparts
were all turned to themiddle of it. 5 Itwas as thick as aman's openhand, and
the edge of it was curved like the edge of a cup, like a lily flower; it would
take three thousand baths. 6And he made ten washing-vessels, putting five
on the right side and five on the left; such things as were used in making
the burned offeringwerewashed in them; but the great water-vessel was to
be used by the priests for washing themselves. 7And he made the ten gold
supports for the lights, as directions had been given for them, and he put
them in the Temple, five on the right side and five on the left. 8Hemade ten
tables, and put them in the Temple, five on the right side and five on the left.
And hemade a hundred gold basins. 9Then hemade the open space for the
priests, and the great open space and its doors, plating the doors with brass.
10 He put the great water-vessel on the right side of the house to the east,
facing south. 11AndHurammade all the pots and the spades and the basins.
So he came to the end of all the work he did for King Solomon in the house
of God: 12The two pillars, and the two crowns on the tops of the pillars, and
the network covering the two cups of the crowns on the tops of the pillars;



2 Chronicles 4:13 458 2 Chronicles 5:13

13And the four hundred apples for the network, two lines of apples for the
network covering the two cups of the crowns on the pillars. 14And hemade
the ten bases and the ten washing-vessels which were on the bases; 15 The
great water-vessel with the twelve oxen under it. 16 All the pots and the
spades and themeat-hooks and their vessels, which Huram, whowas as his
father, made for King Solomon for the house of the Lord, were of polished
brass. 17 The king made them of liquid metal in the lowland of Jordan, in
the soft earth between Succoth and Zeredah. 18 So Solomon made all these
vessels, a very great store of them, and the weight of the brass used was not
measured. 19 And Solomon made all the vessels used in the house of God,
the gold altar and the tables on which the holy bread was placed, 20And the
supports for the lights with their lights, to be burning in the regular way in
front of the inmost room, of the best gold; 21The flowers and the vessels for
the lights and the instruments used for them,were all of gold; it was the best
gold. 22The scissors and the basins and the spoons and the fire-trays, of the
best gold; and the inner doors of thehouse, opening into themost holy place,
and the doors of the Temple, were all of gold.

5
1 So all the work which Solomon did for the house of the Lord was

complete. And Solomon took the holy things which David his father had
given, the silver and the gold and all the vessels, and put them in the store-
houses of the house of God. 2Then Solomon sent for all the responsiblemen
of Israel, all the chiefs of the tribes and the heads of families of the children
of Israel, to come to Jerusalem and take the ark of the Lord's agreement up
out of the town of David, which is Zion. 3 And all the men of Israel came
together to the king at the feast in the seventh month. 4All the responsible
men of Israel came, and the Levites took up the ark. 5 They took up the ark
and the Tent of meeting and all the holy vessels which were in the Tent; all
these the priests, the Levites, took up. 6AndKing Solomon and all themen of
Israel who had come together there with him, were before the ark, making
offerings of sheep andoxenmore thanmight benumbered. 7And thepriests
took the ark of the Lord's agreement and put it in its place, in the inner room
of thehouse, in themostholyplace, under thewingsof thewingedones. 8For
their wings were outstretched over the place where the ark was, covering
the ark and its rods. 9The rods were so long that their ends were seen from
the holy place before the inmost room; but theywere not seen fromoutside;
and there they are to this day. 10 Nothing was in the ark but the two flat
stoneswhichMoses put there at Horeb, where the Lordmade an agreement
with the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. 11Now when the
priests had come out of the holy place, (for all the priests who were present
hadmade themselves holy, not keeping to their divisions; 12And the Levites
who made the music, all of them, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons
and brothers, robed in fair linen, were in their places with their brass and
corded instruments at the east side of the altar, and with them a hundred
and twenty priests blowing horns;) 13And when the players on horns, and
those who made melody in song, with one voice were sounding the praise
andgloryof theLord;with loudvoicesandwithwind instruments, andbrass
and corded instruments of music, praising the Lord and saying, He is good;
hismercy is unchanging for ever: then the housewas full of the cloud of the
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glory of the Lord, 14 So that the priests were not able to keep their places to
do theirwork because of the cloud; for the house of Godwas full of the glory
of the Lord.

6
1 Then Solomon said, O Lord, to the sun you have given the heaven for a

living-place, but your living-placewas not seen bymen, 2So I havemade for
you a living-place, a house in which you may be for ever present. 3 Then,
turning his face about, the king gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and
they were all on their feet together. 4And he said, Praise be to the Lord, the
God of Israel, who himself gave his word to my father David, and with his
strong hand has made his word come true, saying, 5 From the day when I
tookmypeople out of the land of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has
beenmarkedoutbyme for thebuildingof ahouse for the resting-placeofmy
name; and I tooknoman tobe a ruler overmypeople Israel; 6But now Ihave
made selection of Jerusalem, that my namemight be there, and of David, to
be overmy people Israel. 7Now it was in the heart of my father David to put
up a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8 But the Lord said
to David my father, You did well to have in your heart the desire to make a
house for my name: 9But you yourself will not be the builder of the house;
but your son, the offspring of your body, he it is who will put up a house
for my name. 10And the Lord has kept his word; for I have taken my father
David's place on the seat of the kingdomof Israel, as the Lord gave hisword;
and I havemade the house for the name of the Lord the God of Israel. 11And
there I have put the ark, in which is the agreement of the Lord, which he
madewith the people of Israel. 12Then he took his place in front of the altar
of the Lord, all the men of Israel being present, 13 (For Solomon had made
a brass stage, five cubits long, five cubits wide and three cubits high, and
had put it in themiddle of the open space; on this he took his place andwent
downonhiskneesbeforeall themeetingof Israel, stretchingouthishands to
heaven.) 14And he said, O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in
heaven or on earth; keeping faith andmercy unchanging for your servants,
while they go in your ways with all their hearts; 15 For you have kept the
wordwhichyougave toyour servantDavid,my father;withyourmouthyou
said it andwith your hand you havemade it come true this day. 16So now, O
Lord, the God of Israel, let yourword to your servant David,my father, come
true,whenyou said, Youwill never bewithout aman to takehis place before
me on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; if only your children give attention
to their ways, walking in my law, as you have done before me. 17 So now, O
Lord, the God of Israel, make your word come true which you said to your
servant David. 18 But is it truly possible that God may be housed with men
on earth? see, heaven and the heaven of heavens are not wide enough to
be your resting-place: howmuch less this house which I havemade: 19 Still,
let your heart be turned to the prayer of your servant and to his prayer for
grace, O Lord my God, and give ear to the cry and the prayer which your
servant makes before you; 20 That your eyes may be open to this house day
andnight, to this place ofwhichyouhave said that youwouldput yourname
there; to give ear to the prayer which your servant may make, turning to
this place. 21And give ear to the prayers of your servant and of your people
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Israel, when they make their prayers, turning to this place; give ear from
heaven your living-place; and hearing have mercy. 22 If a man does wrong
to his neighbour andhas to take an oath, and comes before your altar to take
his oath in this house: 23 Then let your ear be open in heaven, and be the
judge of your servants, giving punishment to the wrongdoer, so that his sin
may comeonhis head; and, by yourdecision, keeping fromevil himwhohas
done nowrong. 24And if your people Israel are overcome inwar, because of
their sin against you; if they are turned to you again, honouring your name,
making prayers and requesting your grace in this house: 25 Then give ear
fromheaven, and let the sin of your people Israel have forgiveness, and take
them back again to the land which you gave to them and to their fathers.
26When heaven is shut up and there is no rain, because of their sin against
you: if they make prayers with their faces turned to this place, honouring
yournameand turning away from their sinwhenyou send trouble on them:
27 Then give ear from heaven, so that the sin of your servants and the sin
of your people Israel may have forgiveness, when you make clear to them
the good way in which they are to go; and send rain on your land which
you have given to your people for their heritage. 28 If there is no food in
the land, if there is disease, if the fruits of the earth are damaged by heat or
water, locust orworm; if their towns are shut in by their attackers: whatever
trouble or whatever disease there may be: 29Whatever prayer or request
for your grace is made by any man, or by all your people Israel, whatever
his trouble may be, whose hands are stretched out to this house: 30 Then
give ear from heaven your living-place, answering with forgiveness, and
give to every man, whose secret heart is open to you, the reward of all his
ways; (for you, and you only, have knowledge of the hearts of the children
ofmen;) 31So that theymay give youworship, walking in yourways, as long
as they are living in the land which you gave to our fathers. 32 And as for
the man from a strange land, who is not of your people Israel but comes
from a far country because of the glory of your name and your strong hand
and your outstretched arm; when he comes to make his prayer, turning to
this house: 33Then give ear from heaven your living-place, and give him his
desire, whatever it may be; so that all the peoples of the earth may have
knowledge of your name, worshipping you as do your people Israel, and
may see that this house which I have made is truly named by your name.
34 If your people go out to war against their attackers, by whatever way you
may send them, if they make their prayers to you turning their faces to this
town of yours and to this house which I have put up for your name: 35Then
give ear from heaven to their prayer and their cry for grace, and see right
done to them. 36 If they do wrong against you, (for no man is without sin,)
and you are angrywith them, and give themup into the power of thosewho
arefighting against them, so that they take themawayprisoners to a land far
off or near; 37And if they take thought, in the landwhere they are prisoners,
turning again to you, crying out in prayer to you in that land, and saying,We
are sinners, we have donewrong, we have done evil; 38 Ifwith all their heart
and soul they are turned again to you, in the landwhere they are prisoners,
the landwhere they have been taken, andmake their prayers, turning their
eyes to their landwhich you gave to their fathers, and to the townwhich you
took for yourself, and the house which I have made for your name: 39Then
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give ear fromheaven your living-place to their prayer and their cry, and see
right done to them, answeringwith forgiveness your peoplewho have done
wrong against you. 40Now, Omy God, may your eyes be open and your ears
awake to the prayers made in this place. 41Up! now, O Lord God, come back
to your resting-place, you and the ark of your strength: let your priests, O
Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let your saints be glad in what is
good. 42 O Lord God, let him whom you have taken for yourself never be
given up by you: keep inmind yourmercies to David your servant.

7
1Nowwhen Solomon's prayerswere ended, fire came down fromheaven,

burning up all the offerings; and the house was full of the glory of the Lord.
2And the priestswere not able to go into the house of the Lord, for the Lord's
house was full of the glory of the Lord. 3And all the children of Israel were
looking on when the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord was on the
house; and they went down on their knees, with their faces to the earth,
worshipping and praising the Lord, and saying, He is good; for his mercy
is unchanging for ever. 4 Then the king and all the people made offerings
before the Lord. 5King Solomon made an offering of twenty-two thousand
oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the
people kept the feast of the opening of the house of God. 6 And the priests
were in their places, and the Levites with their instruments of music for the
Lord's song,whichDavid the king hadmade for the praise of the Lordwhose
mercy is unchanging for ever, when David gave praise by their hand; and
the priests were sounding horns before them; and all Israel were on their
feet. 7 Then Solomon made holy the middle of the open square in front of
the house of the Lord, offering the burned offerings there, and the fat of the
peace-offerings; for there was not room on the brass altar which Solomon
hadmade for all the burned offerings and themeal offerings and the fat. 8So
Solomon kept the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him,
a very great meeting, for the people had come together from the way into
Hamath and from as far as the river of Egypt. 9And on the eighth day they
hadaholymeeting; the offerings formaking the altar holywent on for seven
days, and the feast for seven days. 10 And on the twenty-third day of the
seventhmonth, he sent the people away to their tents, full of joy and glad in
their hearts, because of all the goodwhich the Lordhaddone toDavid and to
Solomon and to Israel his people. 11 So Solomon came to the end of building
the house of the Lord and the king's house; and everything which it was in
his mind to make in the house of the Lord and for himself had been well
done. 12NowtheLordcame toSolomon inavisionbynight, and said tohim, I
havegivenear toyourprayer, andhave taken thisplace formyself as ahouse
where offerings are to be made. 13 If, at my word, heaven is shut up, so that
there is no rain, or if I send locusts on the land for its destruction, or if I send
disease on my people; 14 If my people, on whom my name is named, make
themselves low and come to me in prayer, searching for me and turning
from their evil ways; then Iwill give ear fromheaven, overlooking their sin,
and will give life again to their land. 15Now my eyes will be open and my
ears awake to the prayers made in this place. 16 For I have taken this house
for myself andmade it holy, so that my namemay be there for ever; andmy
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eyes andmyheartwill be thereat all times. 17Andas for you, if youwill goon
your way before me as David your father did, doing whatever I have given
you orders to do and keepingmy laws andmy decisions: 18Then I will make
strong the seat of your kingdom, as I gave my word to David your father,
saying, Youwill never bewithout aman to be ruler in Israel. 19But if you are
turned away fromme, and do not keepmy orders andmy lawswhich I have
put before you, but go and make yourselves servants to other gods, giving
themworship: 20Then Iwill have this people uprooted out ofmy landwhich
I have given them; and this house, which I have made holy for my name, I
will put away from before my eyes, and make it an example and a word of
shame among all peoples. 21And this house will become a mass of broken
walls, and everyone who goes by will be overcome with wonder, and will
say, Why has the Lord done so to this land and to this house? 22 And their
answer will be, Because they were turned away from the Lord, the God of
their fathers,who took themoutof the landofEgypt, and took for themselves
other gods and gave them worship and became their servants: that is why
he has sent all this evil on them.

8
1Now at the end of twenty years, in which time Solomon had put up the

house of the Lord and a house for himself, 2He took in hand the building
up of the towns which Huram had given him, causing the children of Israel
tomake living-places for themselves there. 3And Solomonwent to Hamath-
zobah and overcame it. 4Andheput up the buildings of Tadmor in thewaste
land, and of all the store-towns in Hamath; 5And of Beth-horon the higher
and the lower, walled towns with walls and doorways and locks; 6 And of
Baalath, and all the store-towns which Solomon had, and the towns where
he kept his war-carriages and his horse men, and everything which it was
his pleasure to put up in Jerusalemand in Lebanon and in all the land under
his rule. 7As for all the rest of theHittites and theAmorites and thePerizzites
and the Hivites and the Jebusites, who were not of Israel: 8 Their men who
were still living in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not put
an end to, these Solomon put to forced work, as is done to this day; 9 But
Solomon did not make use of the children of Israel as servants for his work;
they were men of war, his chiefs and his captains, and captains of his war-
carriages and his horsemen. 10Now these were the chief men in authority
whom King Solomon had: two hundred and fifty of them, in authority over
the people. 11 Then Solomon made Pharaoh's daughter come up from the
town of David to the house which he had made for her; for he said, I will
not have my wife living in the house of David, king of Israel, because those
places where the ark of the Lord has come are holy. 12Then Solomonmade
burned offerings to the Lord on the altar of the Lord which he had put up
in front of the covered way, 13 Offering every day what had been ordered
by Moses, on the Sabbaths and at the new moon and at the regular feasts
three times a year, that is at the feast of unleavenedbread, the feast ofweeks,
and the feast of tents. 14And he gave the divisions of the priests their places
for their work, as ordered by his father David, and to the Levites he gave
their work of praise and waiting on the priests, to do what was needed day
by day; and he gave the door-keepers their places in turn at every door; for
so David, the man of God, had given orders. 15 All the orders given by the
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king to the priests and Levites, in connection with any business or stores,
were donewith care. 16And all thework of Solomonwas complete, from the
day when he put the base of the Lord's house in position, till Solomon had
come to the endofbuilding theLord's house. 17ThenSolomonwent toEzion-
geber and to Eloth by the sea in the land of Edom. 18And Huram sent him,
by his servants, ships and experienced seamen, whowent with the servants
of Solomon to Ophir and came back with four hundred and fifty talents of
gold, which they took to King Solomon.

9
1 Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to

Jerusalem to put his wisdom to the test with hard questions; and with her
came a very great train, and camels weighted down with spices, and great
stores of gold and jewels: and when she came to Solomon she had talk with
him of everything in her mind. 2And Solomon gave her answers to all her
questions; there was no secret which he did not make clear to her. 3 And
when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the house
which he had made, 4And the food at his table, and all his servants seated
there, and those who were waiting on him in their places, and their robes,
and his wine-servants and their robes, and the burned offerings which he
made in the house of the Lord, therewasnomore spirit in her. 5And she said
to the king, The account which was given to me in my country of your acts
and your wisdomwas true. 6But I had no faith in what was said about you,
till I came and saw formyself; and truly, wordwas not givenme of half your
great wisdom; you aremuch greater than they said. 7Happy are your wives
and happy these your servantswhose place is ever before you, hearing your
words of wisdom. 8Praise be to the Lord your God whose pleasure it was to
put you on the seat of his kingdom tobe king for the Lord yourGod: because,
in his love for Israel, it was the purpose of your God to make them strong
for ever, he made you king over them, to be their judge in righteousness.
9 And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, and a great
store of spices and jewels: never had such spices been seen as the queen of
Sheba gave to Solomon. 10 And the servants of Huram and the servants of
Solomon, in addition to gold from Ophir, came back with sandal-wood and
jewels. 11Andwith the sandal-wood the kingmade steps for the house of the
Lord and for the king's house, and instruments of music for the makers of
melody; never before had such been seen in the land of Judah. 12And King
Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever shemade request
for, in addition to what she had taken to the king. So she went back to her
countrywithher servants. 13Nowtheweight of goldwhich came to Solomon
in one yearwas six hundred and sixty-six talents; 14And in addition towhat
he got from traders of different sorts, all the kings of Arabia and the rulers
of the country gave gold and silver to Solomon. 15And King Solomon made
two hundred body-covers of hammered gold, every one having six hundred
shekels of gold in it. 16And he made three hundred smaller body-covers of
hammeredgold, using threehundred shekels of gold for every cover, and the
kingput them in thehouse of theWoods of Lebanon. 17Then thekingmadea
great ivory seat, platedwith thebest gold. 18Therewere six stepsup to it, and
a foot-rest of gold fixed to it, and arms on the two sides of the seat, with two
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lions at the side of the arms. 19And twelve lionswere placed on one side and
on the other side on the six steps: there was nothing like it in any kingdom.
20 All King Solomon's drinking-vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of
the house of the Woods of Lebanon were of the best gold: no one gave a
thought to silver in the days of Solomon. 21 For the king had Tarshish-ships
sailing with the servants of Huram: once every three years the Tarshish-
ships came back with gold and silver, ivory and monkeys and peacocks.
22 And King Solomon was greater than all the kings of the earth in wealth
and in wisdom. 23And all the kings of the earth came to see Solomon and to
give ear to his wisdom, which God had put into his heart. 24And everyone
took with him an offering, vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and robes,
and coats ofmetal, and spices, andhorses andbeasts for transport, regularly
year by year. 25 Solomon had four thousand buildings for his horses and his
war-carriages, and twelve thousand horsemen whom he kept, some in the
carriage-towns and some with the king in Jerusalem. 26 And he was ruler
over all the kings from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the
limit of Egypt. 27 The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem
and cedars like the sycamore-trees of the lowlands in number. 28 They got
horses for Solomon from Egypt and from every land. 29Now the rest of the
acts of Solomon, first and last, are they not recorded in the history of Nathan
the prophet, and in the words of Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh, and in the
visions of Iddo the seer about Jeroboam, the son of Nebat? 30 Solomon was
king over Israel in Jerusalem for forty years. 31 And Solomon went to rest
with his fathers, and was put into the earth in the town of David his father;
and Rehoboam his son became king in his place.

10
1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had come together

to make him king. 2And when Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, had news of it,
(for he was in Egypt where he had gone in flight from King Solomon,) he
came back from Egypt. 3And they sent for him; and Jeroboam and all Israel
came to Rehoboam and said, 4Your father put a hard yoke on us: if you will
make the conditions under which your father kept us down less cruel, and
the weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then wewill be your servants.
5Andhe said to them, Come tome again after three days. So the peoplewent
away. 6Then King Rehoboam took the opinion of the oldmenwho had been
with Solomonhis fatherwhenhewas living, and said, In your opinion,what
answer am I to give to this people? 7And they said to him, If you are kind to
this people, pleasing them and saying goodwords to them, then theywill be
your servants for ever. 8 But he gave no attention to the opinion of the old
men, but went to the youngmen of his generation whowere waiting before
him. 9And he said to them, What is your opinion? What answer are we to
give to this people who have said to me, Make less the weight of the yoke
which your father put on us? 10And the youngmen of his generation said to
him, This is the answer to give to the people who came to you saying, Your
father put a hard yoke on us, but will youmake it less; say to them, My little
finger is thicker than my father's body; 11 If my father put a hard yoke on
you, I will make it harder: my father gave you punishment with whips, but
I will give you blows with snakes. 12So Jeroboam and all the people came to
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Rehoboamon the third day, as the kinghad given orders, saying, Come tome
again on the third day. 13And the king gave them a rough answer. So King
Rehoboam gave no attention to the suggestion of the old men, 14 But gave
them the answer put forward by the young men, saying, My father made
your yoke hard, but I will make it harder; my father gave you punishment
withwhips, but Iwill give itwith snakes. 15So the king did not give ear to the
people; for this cameaboutby thepurposeofGod, so that theLordmight give
effect to his word which he had said by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat. 16 And when all Israel saw that the king would give no
attention to them, the people in answer said to the king, What part have we
in David? what is our heritage in the son of Jesse? every man to your tents,
O Israel; now see to your house, David. So all Israelwent to their tents. 17But
Rehoboamwas still king over those of the children of Israel whowere living
in the towns of Judah. 18ThenRehoboam sent Adoniram, the overseer of the
forced work; and he was stoned to death by all Israel. And King Rehoboam
went quickly and got into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem. 19So Israel
was turned away from the family of David to this day.

11
1 And Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, and got together the men of Judah

and Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thousand of his best fighting-men, to
make war against Israel and get the kingdom back for Rehoboam. 2 But
the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, the man of God, saying, 3 Say to
Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and
Benjamin, 4TheLordhas said, Youarenot to go towaragainst yourbrothers:
let everyman go back to his house, for this thing ismy purpose. So they gave
ear to the words of the Lord and were turned back from fighting against
Jeroboam. 5 Now Rehoboam kept in Jerusalem, building walled towns in
Judah. 6He was the builder of Beth-lehem and Etam and Tekoa 7And Beth-
zurandSocoandAdullam 8AndGathandMareshahandZiph 9AndAdoraim
andLachishandAzekah 10AndZorahandAijalonandHebron,walled towns
in Judah and Benjamin. 11 And he made the walled towns strong, and he
put captains in them and stores of food, oil, and wine. 12And in every town
he put stores of body-covers and spears, and made them very strong. And
Judah and Benjamin were his. 13 And the priests and Levites who were in
all Israel came together to him from every part of their country. 14 For the
Levites gave up their living-places and their property, and came to Judah
and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and his sons had sent them away, not letting
them be priests to the Lord; 15 And he himself made priests for the high
places, and for the images of he-goats and oxen which he had made. 16And
after them, fromall the tribes of Israel, all thosewhoseheartswerefixedand
true to the Lord, the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to make offerings to
the Lord, the God of their fathers. 17So theywent on increasing the power of
the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, strong for
threeyears; and for threeyears theywent in thewaysofDavidandSolomon.
18And Rehoboam took as his wife Mahalath, the daughter of Jerimoth, the
son of David and of Abihail, the daughter of Eliab, the son of Jesse; 19 And
she had sons by him, Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20And after her he took
Maacah, the daughter of Absalom; and she had Abijah and Attai and Ziza
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and Shelomith by him. 21Maacah, the daughter of Absalom, was dearer to
Rehoboam than all his wives and his servant-wives: (for he had eighteen
wives and sixty servant-wives, and was the father of twenty-eight sons and
sixty daughters.) 22 Rehoboam made Abijah, the son of Maacah, chief and
ruler among his brothers, for it was his purpose tomake him king. 23And in
his wisdom he had his sons stationed in every walled town through all the
lands of Judah and Benjamin; and he gave them a great store of food, and
took wives for them.

12
1Now when Rehoboam's position as king had been made certain, and he

was strong, he gave up the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him. 2Now
in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against
Jerusalem, because of their sin against the Lord, 3With twelve hundredwar-
carriages and sixty thousand horsemen: and the peoplewho camewith him
out of Egypt were more than might be numbered: Lubim and Sukkiim and
Ethiopians. 4 And he took the walled towns of Judah, and came as far as
Jerusalem. 5Now Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the chiefs
of Judah, who had come together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said
to them, The Lord has said, Because you have givenme up, I have given you
up into the hands of Shishak. 6 Then the chiefs of Israel and the king made
themselves lowandsaid, TheLord isupright. 7AndtheLord, seeing that they
had made themselves low, said to Shemaiah, They have made themselves
low: I will not send destruction on them, but in a short time I will give
them salvation, andwill not let loosemywrath on Jerusalem by the hand of
Shishak. 8But still they will become his servants, so that they may see how
differentmyyoke is from the yoke of the kingdomsof the lands. 9So Shishak,
kingofEgypt, cameupagainst Jerusalemand tookawayall the storedwealth
of the house of the Lord and the king's house: he took everything away, and
with the rest the gold body-coverswhich Solomon hadmade. 10And in their
place King Rehoboam had other body-covers made of brass and gave them
into the care of the captains of the armed men who were stationed at the
doorof theking's house. 11Andwhenever thekingwent into thehouseof the
Lord, the armed men went with him taking the body-covers, and then took
them back to their room. 12 And when he made himself low, the wrath of
the Lordwas turned back fromhim, and complete destruction did not come
on him, for there was still some good in Judah. 13 So King Rehoboam made
himself strong in Jerusalem and was ruling there. Rehoboam was forty-
one years old when he became king, and he was ruling for seventeen years
in Jerusalem, the town which the Lord had made his out of all the tribes
of Israel, to put his name there; and his mother's name was Naamah, an
Ammonite woman. 14And he did evil because his heart was not true to the
Lord. 15Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not recorded in
thewords of Shemaiah the prophet and Iddo the seer? And therewerewars
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days. 16And Rehoboamwent to
rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth in the town of David; and
Abijah his son became king in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah becameking over Judah.
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2He was king in Jerusalem for three years; his mother's name was Maacah,
the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and
Jeroboam. 3 And Abijah went out to the fight with an army of men of war,
four hundred thousand of his best men; and Jeroboam put his forces in line
against him, eight hundred thousand of his best men of war. 4 And Abijah
took up his position on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill-country of Ephraim,
and said, Give ear to me, O Jeroboam and all Israel: 5 Is it not clear to you
that the Lord, the God of Israel, gave the rule over Israel to David and to
his sons for ever, by an agreement made with salt? 6But Jeroboam, the son
of Nebat, the servant of Solomon, the son of David, took up arms against
his lord. 7And certain foolish and good-for-nothing men were joined with
him, and made themselves strong against Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
when he was young and untested and not able to keep them back. 8 And
now it is your purpose to put yourselves against the authority which the
Lord has put into the hands of the sons of David, and you are a very great
number, and you have with you the gold oxen which Jeroboam made to be
your gods. 9And after driving out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron
and the Levites, have you not made priests for yourselves as the people of
other landsdo? so that anyonewhocomes tomakehimself priest byoffering
an ox or seven sheep, may be a priest of those who are no gods. 10But as for
us, the Lord is our God, and we have not been turned away from him; we
have priests who do the work of the Lord, even the sons of Aaron and the
Levites in their places; 11By whom burned offerings and perfumes are sent
up in smoke before the Lord every morning and every evening; and they
put out the holy bread on its table and the gold support for the lights with
its lights burning every evening; for we keep the orders given to us by the
Lord our God, but you have gone away from him. 12 And now God is with
us at our head, and his priests with their loud horns sounding against you.
O children of Israel, do not make war on the Lord, the God of your fathers,
for it will not go well for you. 13 But Jeroboam had put some of his men to
make a surprise attack on them from the back, so some were facing Judah
and others were stationed secretly at their back. 14And Judah, turning their
faces, saw that they were being attacked in front and at the back; and they
gave a cry for help to the Lord, while the priests were sounding their horns.
15And the men of Judah gave a loud cry; and at their cry, God put fear into
Jeroboamandall IsraelbeforeAbijahand Judah. 16Andthechildrenof Israel
went in flight before Judah, and God gave them up into their hands. 17And
Abijahandhispeopleput themtodeathwithgreatdestruction: fivehundred
thousand of the best of Israel were put to the sword. 18 So at that time the
children of Israel were overcome, and the children of Judah got the better
of them, because they put their faith in the Lord, the God of their fathers.
19And Abijah went after Jeroboam and took some of his towns, Beth-el with
its small towns and Jeshanahwith its small towns and Ephronwith its small
towns. 20And Jeroboam did not get back his power again in the life-time of
Abijah; and the Lord sent death on him. 21 But Abijah became great, and
had fourteen wives, and became the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen
daughters. 22And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and hisways and his sayings,
are recorded in the account of the prophet Iddo.
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14
1So Abijahwent to rest with his fathers, and they put him into the earth in

the town of David, and Asa his son became king in his place; in his time the
land was quiet for ten years. 2And Asa did what was good and right in the
eyes of the Lord his God; 3 For he took away the altars of strange gods and
the high places, and had the upright stones broken and the wood pillars cut
down; 4And he made Judah go after the Lord, the God of their fathers, and
keephis laws andhis orders. 5Andhe took away thehighplaces and the sun-
images from all the towns of Judah; and the kingdom was quiet under his
rule. 6Hemadewalled towns in Judah, for the landwasquiet and therewere
no wars in those years, because the Lord had given him rest. 7He said to
Judah, Let usmake these towns, buildingwalls round themwith towers and
doors and locks. The land is still ours, becausewehave been true to the Lord
our God; we have been true to him and he has given us rest on every side. So
they went on building and all went well for them. 8And Asa had an army of
three hundred thousandmen of Judah armedwith body-covers and spears,
and twohundred and eighty thousand of Benjamin armedwith body-covers
and bows; all these were men of war. 9 And Zerah the Ethiopian, with an
army of amillion, and three hundredwar-carriages, came out against them
to Mareshah. 10And Asa went out against him, and they put their forces in
position in the valleynorth ofMareshah. 11AndAsamadeprayer to theLord
his God and said, Lord, you only are able to give help against the strong to
himwho has no strength; come to our help, O Lord our God, for our hope is
in you, and in your namewe have come out against this great army. O Lord,
you are our God; let not man's power be greater than yours. 12 So the Lord
sent fearon theEthiopiansbeforeAsaand Judah; and theEthiopianswent in
flight. 13And Asa and the people who were with himwent after them as far
as Gerar; and so great was the destruction among the Ethiopians that they
were not able to get their army together again, for they were broken before
the Lord and before his army; and they took away a great amount of their
goods. 14 And they overcame all the towns round Gerar, because the Lord
sent fear on them; and they took away their goods from the towns, for there
were stores ofwealth in them. 15And theymade an attack on the tents of the
owners of the cattle, and took away great numbers of sheep and camels and
went back to Jerusalem.

15
1And the spirit of God came on Azariah, the son of Oded; 2And he came

face to face with Asa and said to him, Give ear to me, Asa and all Judah and
Benjamin: the Lord iswith youwhile you arewithhim; if yourheart's desire
is for him, he will be near you, but if you give him up, he will give you up.
3Now for a long time Israel has been without the true God, and without a
teaching priest and without the law; 4 But when in their trouble they were
turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, searching after him, he let their search
be rewarded. 5 In those times therewasnopeace forhimwhowentoutor for
himwho came in, but great trouble was on all the people of the lands. 6And
theywerebrokenbydivisions, nationagainst nationand townagainst town,
because God sent all sorts of trouble on them. 7But be you strong and let not
your hands be feeble, for your work will be rewarded. 8 And Asa, hearing
thesewordsofAzariah, the sonofOded theprophet, tookheart andputaway
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all the disgusting things out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out
of the towns which he had taken from the hill-country of Ephraim; and he
madenewagain thealtarof theLord in frontof the coveredwayof theLord's
house. 9And he got together all Judah and Benjamin and those of Ephraim
andManasseh and Simeonwhowere livingwith them; for numbers of them
came to himout of Israelwhen they saw that the Lord his Godwaswith him.
10 So they came together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth
year of the rule of Asa. 11 And that day they made offerings to the Lord of
the things they had taken in war, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand
sheep. 12And theymadeanagreement to be true to theLord, theGodof their
fathers, with all their heart and all their soul; 13And that anyone, small or
great, man orwoman,whowas not true to the Lord, the God of Israel, would
be put to death. 14 And they made an oath to the Lord, with a loud voice,
soundingwind-instruments and horns. 15And all Judahwas glad because of
the oath, for theyhad taken itwith all their heart, turning to theLordwith all
their desire; and hewaswith them and gave them rest on every side. 16And
Asa would not let Maacah, his mother, be queen, because she had made a
disgusting image for Asherah; and Asa had her image cut down and broken
up and burned by the stream Kidron. 17But the high places were not taken
away out of Israel; but still the heart of Asa was true to the Lord all his life.
18He took into the house of God all the things which his father had made
holy and thosewhich he himself hadmade holy, silver and gold and vessels.
19And there was nomore war till the thirty-fifth year of the rule of Asa.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of the rule of Asa, Baasha, king of Israel, went up

against Judah, building Ramah so that no onewas able to go out or in to Asa,
king of Judah. 2Then Asa took silver and gold out of the stores of the Lord's
house and of the king's store-house, and sent to Ben-hadad, king of Aram,
at Damascus, saying, 3 Let there be an agreement between me and you as
there was between my father and your father: see, I have sent you silver
and gold; go and put an end to your agreement with Baasha, king of Israel,
so that he may give up attacking me. 4And Ben-hadad did as King Asa said,
and sent the captains of his armies against the towns of Israel, attacking Ijon
andDan andAbel-maim, and all the store-towns of Naphtali. 5Then Baasha,
hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah, and let his work come to
an end. 6ThenKing Asa, with all Judah, took away the stones andwoodwith
which Baasha was building Ramah, and he made use of them for building
Geba andMizpah. 7At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa, king of Judah,
and said to him, Because youhave put your faith in the king of Aramandnot
in the Lord your God, the army of the king of Aram has got away out of your
hands. 8Werenot theEthiopians and theLubimavery great army,withwar-
carriages and horsemen more than might be numbered? but because your
faith was in the Lord, he gave them up into your hands. 9For the eyes of the
Lordgo thiswayand that, throughall theearth, letting itbe seen thathe is the
strong support of those whose hearts are true to him. In this you have done
foolishly, for from now you will have wars. 10Then Asa was angry with the
seer, and put him in prison, burning with wrath against him because of this
thing. And at the same time Asa was cruel to some of the people. 11Now the
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acts of Asa, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his rule, Asahad avery baddisease of the
feet; but he did not go to the Lord for help in his disease, but tomedicalmen.
13 So Asa went to rest with his fathers, and death came to him in the forty-
first year of his rule. 14And they put him into the resting-placewhich he had
made for himself in the town of David, in a bed full of sweet perfumes of all
sorts of spices, made by the perfumer's art, and they made a great burning
for him.

17
1 And Jehoshaphat his son became king in his place, and made himself

strong against Israel. 2He put forces in all the walled towns of Judah, and
responsible chiefs in the land of Judah and in the towns of Ephraim, which
Asa his father had taken. 3And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he
went in the early ways of his father, not turning to the Baals, 4But turning to
theGodofhis fatherandkeepinghis laws, andnotdoingas Israeldid. 5So the
Lordmade his kingdom strong; and all Judah gave offerings to Jehoshaphat,
and he had great wealth and honour. 6His heart was lifted up in the ways
of the Lord; and he went so far as to take away the high places and the
wood pillars out of Judah. 7 In the third year of his rule he sent Benhail
and Obadiah and Zechariah and Nethanel and Micaiah, his captains, as
teachers into the towns of Judah; 8Andwith them, Shemaiah andNethaniah
and Zebadiah and Asahel and Shemiramoth and Jehonathan and Adonijah
and Tobijah and Tob-adonijah, the Levites; and Elishama and Jehoram the
priests. 9 And they gave teaching in Judah and had the book of the law of
the Lord with them; they went through all the towns of Judah teaching the
people. 10 And the fear of the Lord was on all the kingdoms of the lands
round Judah, so that they made no wars against Jehoshaphat. 11And some
of the Philistines took offerings to Jehoshaphat, and made him payments of
silver; and the Arabians gave him flocks, seven thousand, seven hundred
sheep, and seven thousand, sevenhundredhe-goats. 12 Jehoshaphatbecame
greater and greater, andmade strong towers and store-towns in Judah. 13He
had much property in the towns of Judah; he had forces of armed men,
great and strong, in Jerusalem. 14 This is the number of them, listed by
their families, the captains of thousands of Judah: Adnah, the captain, and
with him three hundred thousandmen of war; 15Second to him Jehohanan,
the captain, and with him two hundred and eighty thousand; 16 After him
Amasiah, the son of Zichri, who freely gave himself to the Lord, and with
him two hundred thousand men of war; 17 And the captains of Benjamin:
Eliada, a great man of war, and with him two hundred thousand armed
with bows and body-covers; 18 And after him Jehozabad, and with him a
hundred and eighty thousand trained for war. 19 These were the men who
werewaitingon theking, inaddition to thoseplacedby theking in thewalled
towns through all Judah.

18
1Now Jehoshaphat had greatwealth andhonour, andhis sonwasmarried

to Ahab's daughter. 2And after some years he went down to Samaria to see
Ahab. And Ahab made a feast for him and the people who were with him,
putting todeathgreatnumbersof sheepandoxen; andhegot Jehoshaphat to
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gowithhim toRamoth-gilead. 3ForAhab, king of Israel, said to Jehoshaphat,
king of Judah, Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead? And he said, I am
as you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in the war.
4Then Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from
the Lord. 5 So the king of Israel got together all the prophets, four hundred
men, and said to them, Am I to go to Ramoth-gilead to make war or not?
And they said, Go up: for God will give it into the hands of the king. 6 But
Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other prophet of the Lord here fromwhomwe
may get directions? 7And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is still
one man by whom we may get directions from the Lord, but I have no love
for him, because he has never been a prophet of good tome, but only of evil:
he is Micaiah, the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say
so. 8 Then the king of Israel sent for one of his unsexed servants and said,
Go quickly and come back with Micaiah, the son of Imla. 9 Now the king
of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, were seated on their seats of
authority, dressed in their robes, by the doorway into Samaria; and all the
prophets were acting as prophets before them. 10And Zedekiah, the son of
Chenaanah, made himself iron horns and said, The Lord says, Pushing back
theAramaeanswith these, youwill put an end to themcompletely. 11Andall
the prophets said the same thing, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and it will
gowell for you, for the Lordwill give it into the hands of the king. 12Now the
servant who had gone to get Micaiah said to him, See now, all the prophets
with one voice are saying good things to the king; so let your words be like
theirs, and saygood things. 13AndMicaiah said, By the livingLord,whatever
the Lord says to me I will say. 14When he came to the king, the king said to
him,Micaiah, arewe togo toRamoth-gilead tomakewarornot? Andhesaid,
Go up, and it will go well for you; and they will be given up into your hands.
15 And the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your
oath to say nothing to me but what is true in the name of the Lord? 16Then
he said, I saw all Israel wandering on the mountains like sheep without a
keeper; and the Lord said, These have no master: let them go back, every
man to his house in peace. 17And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did
I not say that hewould not be a prophet of good tome, but of evil? 18Then he
said,Giveearnowto thewordof theLord: I sawtheLordseatedonhis seatof
power, and all the army of heaven in their places, at his right hand and at his
left. 19And the Lord said, HowmayAhab, king of Israel, be tricked into going
up to Ramoth-gilead to his death? And one said one thing and one another.
20Then a spirit came forward and took his place before the Lord and said, I
will get him to do it by a trick. And the Lord said to him, How? 21Andhe said,
I will go out and be a spirit of deceit in themouth of all his prophets. And the
Lord said, Your trick will have its effect on him: go out and do so. 22 And
now, see, the Lord has put a spirit of deceit in the mouth of these prophets
of yours; and the Lord has said evil against you. 23 Then Zedekiah, the son
of Chenaanah, came near and gave Micaiah a blow on the side of his face,
saying,Where is the spirit of the Lordwhoseword is in you? 24AndMicaiah
said, Truly, you will see on that day when you go into an inner room to keep
yourself safe. 25And the king of Israel said, TakeMicaiah and send himback
to Amon, the ruler of the town, and to Joash, the king's son; 26And say, By the
king's order this man is to be put in prison, and given prison food till I come
back in peace. 27AndMicaiah said, If you come back at all in peace, the Lord
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has not sent his word by me. 28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the
king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-gilead. 29 And the king of Israel said to
Jehoshaphat, I will make a change inmy clothing, so that I do not seem to be
the king, andwill go into the fight; but do you put on your robes. So the king
of Israel made a change in his dress, and they went to the fight. 30Now the
king of Aram had given orders to the captains of his war-carriages, saying,
Make no attack on small or great, but only on the king of Israel. 31 So when
the captains of the war-carriages saw Jehoshaphat, they said, It is the king
of Israel. And turning about, they came round him, but Jehoshaphat gave
a cry, and the Lord came to his help, and God sent them away from him.
32Nowwhen the captains of the war-carriages saw that he was not the king
of Israel, they went back from going after him. 33And a certainman sent an
arrow from his bow without thought of its direction, and gave the king of
Israel a wound where his breastplate was joined to his clothing; so he said
to the driver of his war-carriage, Go to one side and takeme away out of the
army, for I am badly wounded. 34 But the fight became more violent while
the day went on; and the king of Israel was supported in his war-carriage
facing the Aramaeans till the evening; and by sundown he was dead.

19
1And Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, went back to his house in Jerusalem in

peace. 2And Jehu, the son of Hanani the seer, went to King Jehoshaphat and
said to him, Is it right for you to go to the help of evil-doers, loving the haters
of theLord? because of this, thewrathof theLordhas comeonyou. 3But still
there is some good in you, for you have put away the wood pillars out of the
land, and have given your heart to the worship of God. 4And Jehoshaphat
was living in Jerusalem; andhewentout againamong thepeople, fromBeer-
sheba to the hill-country of Ephraim, guiding themback to the Lord, the God
of their fathers. 5 And he put judges through all the land, in every walled
town of Judah, 6And said to the judges, Take care what you do, for you are
judging not forman but for the Lord, and he is with you in the decisions you
give. 7 So now let the fear of the Lord be in you; do your work with care; for
in the Lord our God there is no evil, or respect for high position, or taking of
payment to dowrong. 8Then in Jerusalemhe gave authority to certain of the
Levites and thepriests and theheadsof families of Israel to givedecisions for
the Lord, and in the causes of those living in Jerusalem. 9And he gave them
their orders, saying, You are to do your work in the fear of the Lord, in good
faith and with a true heart. 10And if any cause comes before you from your
brothers living in their towns,where thedeathpunishment is inquestion, or
where there are questions of law or order, or rules or decisions, make them
take care that they are not in the wrong before the Lord, so that wrath may
not come on you and on your brothers; do this and you yourselves will not
be in the wrong. 11 And now, Amariah, the chief priest, is over you in all
questions to do with the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the head
of the family of Judah, in everything to do with the king's business; and the
Leviteswill be overseers for you. Be strong to do thework; andmay theLord
be with the upright.

20
1 Now after this, the children of Moab and the children of Ammon, and



2 Chronicles 20:2 473 2 Chronicles 20:22

with them some of the Meunim, made war against Jehoshaphat. 2And they
came to Jehoshaphat with the news, saying, A great army is moving against
you fromEdomacross the sea; andnow theyare inHazazon-tamar (which is
En-gedi). 3Then Jehoshaphat, in his fear, went to the Lord for directions, and
gave orders all through Judah for the people to gowithout food. 4And Judah
came together to make prayer for help from the Lord; from every town of
Judah they came to give worship to the Lord. 5 And Jehoshaphat took his
place in themeetingof Judahand Jerusalem, in thehouseof theLord in front
of the new open space, 6 And said, O Lord, the God of our fathers, are you
not God in heaven? are you not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations?
and in your hands are power and strength so that no one is able to keep
his place against you. 7 Did you not, O Lord our God, after driving out the
people of this land before your people Israel, give it to the seed of Abraham,
your friend, for ever? 8And they made it their living-place, building there
a holy house for your name, and saying, 9 If evil comes on us, the sword, or
punishment, or disease, or need of food, we will come to this house and to
you, (for your name is in this house,) crying to you in our trouble, and you
will give us salvation in answer to our cry. 10 And now, see, the children
of Ammon and Moab and the people of Mount Seir, whom you kept Israel
fromattackingwhen they came out of Egypt, so that turning to one side they
did not send destruction on them: 11 See now, how as our reward they have
come to send us out of your land which you have given us as our heritage.
12 O our God, will you not be their judge? for our strength is not equal to
this great army which is coming against us; and we are at a loss what to
do: but our eyes are on you. 13And all Judah were waiting before the Lord,
with their little ones, their wives, and their children. 14Then, before all the
meeting, the spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel, the son of Zechariah, son
of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite and one of the family of
Asaph; 15And he said, Give ear, O Judah, and you people of Jerusalem, and
you, King Jehoshaphat: the Lord says to you, Have no fear and do not be
troubled on account of this great army; for the fight is not yours but God's.
16Go down against them tomorrow: see, they are coming up by the slope of
Ziz; at the end of the valley, before the waste land of Jeruel, you will come
face to face with them. 17 There will be no need for you to take up arms in
this fight; put yourselves in position, and keep where you are, and you will
see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: have no fear
and do not be troubled: go out against them tomorrow, for the Lord is with
you. 18Then Jehoshaphatwent downwithhis face to the earth, and all Judah
and the people of Jerusalem gave worship to the Lord, falling down before
him. 19 And the Levites, the children of the Kohathites and the Korahites,
got to their feet and gave praise to the Lord, the God of Israel, with a loud
voice. 20 And early in the morning they got up and went out to the waste
land of Tekoa: and when they were going out, Jehoshaphat took his station
and said to them, Give ear tome, O Judah and you people of Jerusalem: have
faith in the Lord your God and you will be safe; have faith in his prophets
and all will go well for you. 21And after discussion with the people, he put
in their places those who were to make melody to the Lord, praising him in
holy robes, while they went at the head of the army, and saying, May the
Lord be praised, for his mercy is unchanging for ever. 22 And at the first
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notes of song and praise the Lord sent a surprise attack against the children
of Ammon and Moab and the people of Mount Seir, who had come against
Judah; and they were overcome. 23And the children of Ammon and Moab
made an attack on the people of Mount Seir with a view to their complete
destruction; andwhen they had put an end to the people of Seir, everyman's
hand was turned against his neighbour for his destruction. 24 And Judah
came to the watchtower of the waste land, and looking in the direction of
the army, they saw only dead bodies stretched on the earth; no living man
was to be seen. 25And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their
goods fromthem, they sawbeasts ingreatnumbers, andwealthandclothing
and things of value,more than theywere able to take away; all this they took
for themselves, and theywere three days getting it away, therewas somuch.
26Onthe fourthday theyall came together in theValleyofBlessing, and there
they gave blessing to the Lord; for which cause that place has been named
the Valley of Blessing to this day. 27Then all themen of Judah and Jerusalem
went back, with Jehoshaphat at their head, coming back to Jerusalem with
joy; for the Lord had made them glad over their haters. 28 So they came to
Jerusalem with corded instruments and wind-instruments into the house
of the Lord. 29 And the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of the lands,
when they had news of how the Lordmade war on those who came against
Israel. 30 So the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for the Lord gave him
rest on every side. 31And Jehoshaphat was king over Judah: he was thirty-
five years oldwhen he became king, and hewas ruling for twenty-five years
in Jerusalem: his mother's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 32He
went in the ways of his father Asa, not turning away, but doing right in the
eyes of the Lord. 33The high places, however, were not taken away, and the
hearts of the people were still not true to the God of their fathers. 34 Now
as for the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, they are recorded
in the words of Jehu, the son of Hanani, which were put in the book of the
kings of Israel. 35After this Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, became friendswith
Ahaziah, king of Israel, who did much evil: 36 Together they made ships to
go to Tarshish, building them in Ezion-geber. 37 Then the word of Eliezer
the prophet, the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah, came against Jehoshaphat,
saying, Because you have let yourself be joined with Ahaziah, the Lord has
sent destruction on your works. And the ships were broken and were not
able to go to Tarshish.

21
1And Jehoshaphat went to rest with his fathers, and his bodywas put into

theearth in the townofDavid. And Jehoramhis sonbecameking inhisplace.
2 And he had brothers, sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah,
Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah; all these were sons of Jehoshaphat, king
of Israel. 3 And their father gave them much silver and gold and things of
great value, as well as walled towns in Judah; but the kingdom he gave to
Jehoram, because he was the oldest. 4 Now when Jehoram had taken his
place over his father's kingdom, and had made his position safe, he put all
his brothers to deathwith the sword, aswell as some of the princes of Israel.
5 Jehoramwas thirty-two years oldwhen he became king; and hewas ruling
in Jerusalem for eight years. 6Hewent in theways of the kings of Israel, and
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did as the family of Ahab did, for the daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he
did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 7 But it was not the Lord's purpose to send
destruction on the family of David, because of the agreement he had made
withDavid,whenhe saidhewouldgive tohimand tohis sons a light for ever.
8 In his time Edom made themselves free from the rule of Judah, and took
a king for themselves. 9 Then Jehoram went over with his captains and all
his war-carriages ... made an attack by night on the Edomites, whose forces
were all round him ... on the captains of thewar-carriages. 10So Edommade
themselves free from the rule of Judah, to this day: and at the same time
Libnahmade itself free fromhis rule; because hewas turned away from the
Lord, the God of his fathers. 11And more than this, he made high places in
the mountains of Judah, teaching the people of Jerusalem to go after false
gods, and guiding Judah away from the true way. 12 And a letter came to
him fromElijah the prophet, saying, The Lord, the God of your father David,
says, Becauseyouhavenotkept to thewaysofyour father Jehoshaphator the
ways of Asa, king of Judah, 13But have gone in the way of the kings of Israel,
and havemade Judah and the people of Jerusalem go after false gods, as the
family of Ahab did: and because you have put to death your father's sons,
your brothers, who were better than yourself: 14Now, truly, the Lord will
send a great destruction on your people and your children and your wives
and everything which is yours: 15And you yourself will undergo the cruel
pains of a disease in your stomach, so that day by day your inside will be
falling out because of the disease. 16 Then the Philistines and the Arabians,
who are by Ethiopia, were moved by the Lord to make war on Jehoram;
17And they came up against Judah, forcing a way into it, and took away all
the goods in the king's house, aswell as his sons andhiswives; so that he had
no son but only Jehoahaz, the youngest. 18And after all this the Lord sent on
him a disease of the stomach from which it was impossible for him to be
made well. 19And time went on, and after two years, his inside falling out
because of the disease, he came to his death in cruel pain. And his people
made no burning for him like the burning made for his fathers. 20He was
thirty-two years old when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem
for eight years: and at his death hewas not regretted; they put his body into
the earth in the town of David, but not in the resting-place of the kings.

22
1And the people of Jerusalemmade Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his

place, for the band ofmenwho camewith the Arabians to the army had put
all the older sons to death. So Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, became king.
2Ahaziahwas twenty-twoyearsoldwhenhebecameking, andhewas ruling
in Jerusalem for one year. His mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter
of Omri. 3He went in the ways of the family of Ahab, for his mother was
his teacher in evil-doing. 4 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as the
family of Ahab did; for after the death of his father they were his guides to
his destruction. 5Acting on their suggestion, he went with Jehoram, son of
Ahab, king of Israel, tomakewar onHazael, king of Aram, at Ramoth-gilead:
and Joram was wounded by the bowmen. 6And he went back to Jezreel to
get well from thewoundswhich they had given him at Ramahwhen hewas
fighting againstHazael, kingofAram. AndAhaziah, the sonof Jehoram, king
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of Judah, went down to Jezreel to see Jehoram, the son of Ahab, because he
was ill. 7Now by the purpose of God, Ahaziah's journey to see Jehoramwas
the causeofhis downfall: forwhenhe came there, hewent outwith Jehoram
against Jehu, the son of Nimshi, who had been marked out by the Lord for
the destruction of the family of Ahab. 8 Now when Jehu was effecting the
punishment of the family of Ahab, he came to the princes of Judah and the
sons of Ahaziah's brothers, the servants of Ahaziah, and put them to death.
9And hewent in search of Ahaziah; andwhen they camewhere hewas, (for
he was in a secret place in Samaria,) they took him to Jehu and put him to
death; then they put his body to rest in the earth, for they said, He is the son
of Jehoshaphat, whose heart was true to the Lord. So the family of Ahaziah
had no power to keep the kingdom. 10Now when Athaliah, the mother of
Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she had all the rest of the seed of the
kingdomof Judahput todeath. 11But Jehoshabeath, thedaughterof theking,
secretly took Joash, the son of Ahaziah, away from among the king's sons
who were put to death, and put him and the woman who took care of him
in a bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of
Jehoiada the priest and sister of Ahaziah, kept him safe from Athaliah, so
that she did not put him to death. 12And she kept him safe with her in the
house of God for six years, while Athaliah was ruling the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada made himself strong, and made an agree-

ment with the captains of hundreds, Azariah, the son of Jeroham, Ishmael,
the son of Jehohanan, Azariah, the son ofObed,Maaseiah, the son of Adaiah,
and Elishaphat, the son of Zichri. 2 And they went through Judah, getting
together the Levites and the heads of families in Israel from all the towns of
Judah, and they came to Jerusalem. 3And all the peoplemade an agreement
with the king in the house of God. And he said to them, Truly, the king's son
will be king, as the Lord has said about the sons of David. 4This is what you
are to do: let a third of you, of the priests and Levites, who come in on the
Sabbath, keep the doors; 5And a third are to be stationed at the king's house;
and a third at the doorway of the horses: while all the people are waiting in
the open spaces round the house of the Lord. 6But let no one come into the
houseof theLordbutonly thepriests and thoseof theLeviteswhohavework
to do there; they may go in for they are holy; but the rest of the people are
to keep the orders of the Lord. 7And the Levites are to make a circle round
the king, every man being armed; and any man who comes into the house
is to be put to death; you are to keep with the king when he comes in and
when he goes out. 8 So the Levites and all Judah did as Jehoiada the priest
had given them orders: every one took with him his men, those who were
to come in and those who were to go out on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada had
not sent away the divisions. 9 Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains
of hundreds the spears and body-covers which had been King David's and
whichwere kept in the house of God. 10Andhe put all the people in position,
everymanwith his instruments ofwar in his hand, from the right side of the
house to the left, by the altar and the house and all round the king. 11 Then
they made the king's son come out, and they put the crown on his head and
gave him the arm-bands andmade him king: and Jehoiada and his sons put
the holy oil on him and said, Long life to the king. 12Now Athaliah, hearing
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the noise of the people running and praising the king, came to the people
in the house of the Lord: 13 And looking, she saw the king in his place by
the pillar at the doorway, and the captains and the horns by his side; and
all the people of the land were giving signs of joy and sounding the horns;
and themakers of melodywere playing on instruments of music, taking the
chief part in the song of praise. Then Athaliah, violently parting her robes,
said, Broken faith, broken faith! 14 Then Jehoiada the priest gave orders to
the captains of hundredswho had authority over the army, saying, Take her
outside the lines, and let anyonewho goes after her be put to death with the
sword. For the priest said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the
Lord. 15 So they put their hands on her, and she went to the king's house
by the doorway of the king's horses; and there she was put to death. 16And
Jehoiada made an agreement between the Lord and all the people and the
king, that they would be the Lord's people. 17 Then all the people went to
the house of Baal and had it pulled down, and its altars and images broken
up; andMattan, the priest of Baal, they put to death before the altars. 18And
Jehoiada put thework and the care of the house of the Lord into the hands of
the priests and the Levites, who had been grouped in divisions by David to
make burned offerings to the Lord, as it is recorded in the lawofMoses, with
joy and song as David had said. 19And he put door-keepers at the doors of
the Lord's house, to see that no onewhowas unclean in anywaymight come
in. 20Then he took the captains of hundreds and the chiefs and the rulers of
the people and all the people of the land, and they came downwith the king
fromthehouseof theLord through thehigherdoorway into theking'shouse,
and put the king on the seat of the kingdom. 21 So all the people of the land
were glad and the town was quiet, for they had put Athaliah to death with
the sword.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he was ruling for

forty years in Jerusalem: hismother's namewas Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2And
Joashdidwhatwas right in the eyes of the Lord as long as Jehoiada the priest
was living. 3And Jehoiada took twowives for him, and he became the father
of sons and daughters. 4Nowafter this Joash had a desire to put the house of
theLord intogoodorderagain; 5Andgetting together thepriests andLevites,
he said to them, Go out into the towns of Judah year by year, and get from all
Israel money to keep the house of your God in good condition; and see that
this is done without loss of time. The Levites, however, were slow in doing
so. 6 Then the king sent for Jehoiada, the chief priest, and said to him, Why
haveyounot given theLevites orders that the taxfixedbyMoses, the servant
of theLord, andby themeeting of Israel, for theTent ofwitness, is to be got in
from Judah and Jerusalemandhanded over? 7For the house of the Lord had
been broken up by Athaliah, that evil woman, and her sons; and all its holy
things they had given to the Baals. 8 So at the king's order theymade a chest
and put it outside the doorway of the house of the Lord. 9And an order was
sent out through all Judah and Jerusalem that payment was to be made to
the Lord of the tax whichMoses, the servant of God, had put on Israel in the
waste land. 10And all the chiefs and all the people came gladly and put their
money into the chest, till theyhadall given. 11Sowhen the chestwas taken to
the king's servants by the Levites, and they saw that therewasmuchmoney
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in it, the king's scribe and the chief priest's servant took the money out, and
put the chest back in its place. They did this day by day, and got together a
great amount of money. 12 Then the king and Jehoiada gave it to those who
were responsible for getting the work done on the Lord's house, and with it
theygotwall-buildersandwoodworkersandmetal-workers toput thehouse
of the Lord in good order again. 13 So the workmen did their work, making
good what was damaged and building up the house of God till it was strong
andbeautiful again. 14Andwhen theworkwasdone, they took the rest of the
money to the king and Jehoiada, and it was used for making the vessels for
thehouse of the Lord, all the vessels needed for the offerings, the spoons and
the vessels of gold and silver. And as long as Jehoiadawas living, the regular
burned offerings were offered in the house of the Lord. 15 But Jehoiada
became old and full of days, and he came to his end; he was a hundred and
thirty years old at the time of his death. 16 And they put him into his last
resting-place in the town of David, among the kings, because he had done
good in Israel for God and for his house. 17Now after the death of Jehoiada,
the chiefs of Judah cameandwent downon their faces before the king. Then
the king gave ear to them. 18And they gave up the house of the Lord God of
their fathers, and becameworshippers of pillars of wood and of the images;
andbecause of this sin of theirs, wrath cameon Judah and Jerusalem. 19And
the Lord sent them prophets tomake them come back to him; and they gave
witness against them, but they would not give ear. 20 Then the spirit of God
came on Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada the priest, and, getting up before the
people, he said to them,Godhas said,Whydoyougoagainst theorders of the
Lord, so that everything goes badly for you? because you have given up the
Lord, hehas givenyouup. 21Butwhen theyhadmadea secret designagainst
him, he was stoned with stones, by the king's order, in the outer square of
the Lord's house. 22 So King Joash did not keep in mind how good Jehoiada
his father had been to him, but put his son to death. And in the hour of his
death he said, May the Lord see it and take payment! 23Now in the spring,
the army of the Aramaeans came up against him; they came against Judah
and Jerusalem, putting to death all the great men of the people and sending
all the goods they took from them to the king of Damascus. 24For though the
army of Aram was only a small one, the Lord gave a very great army into
their hands, because they had given up the Lord, the God of their fathers.
So they put into effect the punishment of Joash. 25And when they had gone
away fromhim, (for hewas brokenwith disease,) his servantsmade a secret
design against himbecause of thebloodof the sonof Jehoiada thepriest, and
they put him to death on his bed; and they put his body into the earth in the
town of David, but not in the resting-place of the kings. 26 Those who made
designs against himwere Zabad, the sonof Shimeath, anAmmonitewoman,
and Jehozabad, the son of Shimrith, a Moabite woman. 27Now the story of
his sons, and all thewords said by the prophet against him, and the building
up again of the Lord's house, are recorded in the account in the book of the
kings. And Amaziah his son became king in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he

was ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his mother's name was
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Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
but his heart was not completely true to the Lord. 3Now when he became
strong in the kingdom, he put to death those men who had taken the life
of the king his father. 4 But he did not put their children to death, for he
kept the orders of the Lord recorded in the book of the law ofMoses, saying,
The fathers are not to be put to death for their children or the children for
their fathers, but a man is to be put to death for the sin which he himself
has done. 5 Then Amaziah got all Judah together and put them in order by
their families, even all Judah and Benjamin, under captains of thousands
and captains of hundreds: and he had those of twenty years old and over
numbered, and they came to three hundred thousand of the best fighting-
men, trained for war and in the use of the spear and the body-cover. 6And
for ahundred talents of silver, he got ahundred thousandfighting-men from
Israel. 7 But a man of God came to him, saying, O king, let not the army of
Israel go with you; for the Lord is not with Israel, that is, the children of
Ephraim. 8 But go yourself, and be strong in war; God will not let you go
down before those who are fighting against you; for God has power to give
help or to send you down before your attackers. 9Then Amaziah said to the
man of God, But what is to be done about the hundred talents which I have
given for the armed band of Israel? And theman of God in answer said, God
is able to give youmuchmore than this. 10SoAmaziah, separating thearmed
band which had come to him from Ephraim, sent them back again; which
made them very angrywith Judah, and theywent back burningwithwrath.
11ThenAmaziah tookheart, andwent out at theheadof his people and came
to the Valley of Salt, where he put to death ten thousand of the children of
Seir; 12And ten thousand more the children of Israel took living, and made
themgoup to the topof the rock, pushing themdownfromthe topof the rock
so that their bodieswerebrokenby the fall. 13But themenof thebandwhich
Amaziahsentbackanddidnot takewithhimto thefight,madeattackson the
townsof Judah fromSamaria toBeth-horon, putting todeath three thousand
of their people and taking away a great store of their goods. 14Now when
Amaziahcameback fromthedestructionof theEdomites, he took thegodsof
the childrenof Seir andmade themhis gods,worshipping themandburning
offerings before them. 15 And so the wrath of the Lord was moved against
Amaziah, and he sent a prophet to him, who said, Why have you gone after
the gods of the people who have not given their people salvation from your
hands? 16 But while he was talking to him the king said to him, Have we
made you one of the king's government? say nomore, or it will be the cause
of your death. Then the prophet gave up protesting, and said, It is clear to
me that God's purpose is your destruction, because you have done this and
have not given ear to my words. 17 Then Amaziah, king of Judah, acting on
the suggestion of his servants, sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the son of
Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 18And
Joash, kingof Israel, sent toAmaziah, kingof Judah, saying, The thorn-tree in
Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter tomy son
for awife: and a beast from thewoodland in Lebanonwent by, crushing the
thorn under his feet. 19You say, See, I have overcome Edom; and your heart
is liftedupwithpride: nowkeep inyour country;whydoyoumake causes of
trouble, putting yourself, and Judah with you, in danger of downfall? 20But
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Amaziahgavenoattention; and thiswas thepurposeofGod, so thathemight
give them up into the hands of Joash, because they had gone after the gods
of Edom. 21 And so Joash, king of Israel, went up; and he and Amaziah,
king of Judah, came face to face at Beth-shemesh in Judah. 22 And Judah
was overcome before Israel, and they went in flight, every man to his tent.
23And Joash, king of Israel, made Amaziah, king of Judah, the son of Joash,
the son of Jehoahaz, prisoner at Beth-shemesh, and took him to Jerusalem;
andhe had thewall of Jerusalempulled down from the doorway of Ephraim
to the doorway in the angle, four hundred cubits. 24And he took all the gold
and silver and all the vessels which were in the house of the Lord, under
the care of Obed-edom, and all the wealth from the king's house, as well
as those whose lives would be the price of broken faith, and went back to
Samaria. 25Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, went on living for fifteen
years after the death of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26Now the
rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, are theynot recorded in the book of
the kings of Judah and Israel? 27Now from the time when Amaziah gave up
worshipping the Lord, they made secret designs against him in Jerusalem;
and he went in flight to Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him and put
him to death there. 28And they took his body on horseback and put it into
the earth with his fathers in the town of David.

26
1Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, whowas sixteen years old, and

made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 2Hewas the builder of Eloth,
which he got back for Judah after the death of the king. 3Uzziahwas sixteen
years oldwhenhe became king, and hewas ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two
years; hismother's namewas Jechiliah of Jerusalem. 4Hedidwhatwas right
in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had done. 5He gave himself to
searching afterGod in the days of Zechariah,whomademenwise in the fear
of God; and as long as he was true to the Lord, God made things go well for
him. 6He went out and made war against the Philistines, pulling down the
walls of Gath and Jabneh and Ashdod, and building towns in the country
round Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7And God gave him help against
the Philistines, and against the Arabians living in Gur-baal, and against the
Meunim. 8The Ammonites gave offerings to Uzziah: and news of him went
out as far as the limit of Egypt; for he became very great in power. 9Uzziah
made towers in Jerusalem, at thedoorway in the angle andat thedoorway in
the valley and at the turn of the wall, arming them. 10And he put up towers
in the waste land andmade places for storing water, for he hadmuch cattle,
in the low hills and in the table land; and he had farmers and vine-keepers
in the mountains and in the fertile land, for he was a lover of farming. 11 In
addition, Uzziahhad an armyof fighting-menwhowent out towar in bands,
as they had been listed by Jeiel the scribe andMaaseiah the ruler, under the
authority of Hananiah, one of the king's captains. 12 The heads of families,
the strong men of war, were two thousand, six hundred. 13 And under
their orders was a trained army of three hundred and seven thousand, five
hundred, of great strength in war, helping the king against any who came
against him. 14AndUzziah had all these forces armedwith body-covers and
spears and head-covers and coats of metal and bows and stones for sending
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from leather bands. 15And in Jerusalem he made machines, the invention
of expertmen, to be placed on the towers and angles of thewalls for sending
arrows and great stones. And his name was honoured far and wide; for he
was greatly helped till hewas strong. 16Butwhen he had become strong, his
heart was lifted up in pride, causing his destruction; and he did evil against
the Lord his God; for he went into the Temple of the Lord for the purpose of
burningperfumeson thealtarofperfumes. 17AndAzariah thepriestwent in
afterhim,witheightyof theLord'spriests,whowere strongmen; 18And they
made protests to Uzziah the king, and said to him, The burning of perfumes,
Uzziah, is not your business but that of the priests, the sons of Aaron, who
have been made holy for this work: go out of the holy place, for you have
done wrong, and it will not be to your honour before God. 19 Then Uzziah
was angry; and he had in his hand a vessel for burning perfume; and while
hiswrathwas bitter against the priests, themark of the leper's disease came
out on his brow, before the eyes of the priests in the house of the Lord by
the altar of perfumes. 20 And Azariah, the chief priest, and all the priests,
looking at him, saw themark of the leper on his brow, and they sent him out
quickly and he himself went out straight away, for the Lord's punishment
had come on him. 21 So King Uzziah was a leper till the day of his death,
living separately in his private house; for he was cut off from the house of
God; and Jotham his son was ruling over his house, judging the people of
the land. 22Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, were recorded
by Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 23 So Uzziah went to rest with his
fathers; and they put his body into the earth in the field used for the resting-
place of the kings, for they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son became
king in his place.

27
1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king; and he was

ruling in Jerusalem for sixteen years; and his mother's name was Jerushah,
the daughter of Zadok. 2He didwhat was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his
father Uzziah had done; but he did not go into the Temple of the Lord. And
the people still went on in their evil ways. 3He put up the higher doorway of
the house of the Lord, and did much building on the wall of the Ophel. 4 In
addition, he made towns in the hill-country of Judah, and strong buildings
and towers in thewoodlands. 5Hewent to warwith the king of the children
of Ammon and overcame them. That year, the children of Ammon gave
him a hundred talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of grain and
ten thousandmeasures of barley. And the children of Ammon gave him the
same amount the second year and the third. 6 So Jotham became strong,
because in all his ways he made the Lord his guide. 7 Now the rest of the
acts of Jotham, and all hiswars and hisways, are recorded in the book of the
kings of Israel and Judah. 8He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for sixteen years. 9And Jotham went
to rest with his fathers, and they put his body into the earth in the town of
David; and Ahaz his son became king in his place.

28
1Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he was ruling in
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Jerusalem for sixteen years; he did not do what was right in the eyes of the
Lord, like David his father: 2 But he went in the ways of the kings of Israel
and made images of metal for the Baals. 3More than this, he had offerings
burned in the valley of the sonofHinnom, andmadehis children go through
fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had sent
out of the land before the children of Israel. 4 And he made offerings and
had perfumes burned in the high places and on the hills and under every
green tree. 5 So the Lord his God gave him up into the hands of the king
of Aram; and they overcame him, and took away a great number of his
people as prisoners to Damascus. Then he was given into the hands of the
king of Israel, who sent great destruction on him. 6 For Pekah, the son of
Remaliah, in one day put to death a hundred and twenty thousand men of
Judah, all of them good fighting-men; because they had given up the Lord,
the God of their fathers. 7And Zichri, a great fighting-man of Ephraim, put
to death Maaseiah, the king's son, and Azrikam, the controller of his house,
and Elkanah, whowas second in authority to the king. 8And the children of
Israel took away as prisoners from their brothers, two hundred thousand,
women and sons and daughters, and a great store of their goods, and took
them to Samaria. 9 But a prophet of the Lord was there, named Oded; and
he went out in front of the army which was coming into Samaria and said
to them, Truly, because the Lord, the God of your fathers, was angry with
Judah, he gave them up into your hands, and you have put them to death in
an outburst of wrath stretching up to heaven. 10And now your purpose is
to keep the children of Judah and Jerusalem as men-servants and women-
servants under your yoke: but are there no sins against the Lord your God
to be seen among yourselves? 11And now give ear to me, and send back the
prisoners whom you have taken from your brothers: for the wrath of the
Lord is burning against you. 12 Then certain of the heads of the children of
Ephraim, Azariah, the son of Johanan, Berechiah, the son of Meshillemoth
Jehizkiah, the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, put themselves
against those who had come from the war, 13And said to them, You are not
to let these prisoners come here; for what you are designing to do will be
a cause of sin against the Lord to us, making even greater our sin and our
wrongdoing, which now are great enough, and his wrath is burning against
Israel. 14 So the armed men gave up the prisoners and the goods they had
taken to theheads and themeetingof thepeople. 15And thosemenwhohave
been named went up and took the prisoners, clothing those among them
who were uncovered, with things from the goods which had been taken in
the war, and putting robes on them and shoes on their feet; and they gave
themfoodanddrinkandoil for theirbodies, andseatingall the feebleamong
them on asses, they took them to Jericho, the town of palm-trees, to their
people, and then went back to Samaria. 16 At that time King Ahaz sent for
help to the king of Assyria. 17 For the Edomites had come again, attacking
Judah and taking away prisoners. 18 And the Philistines, forcing their way
into the towns of the lowlands and the south of Judah, had taken Beth-
shemesh and Aijalon and Gederoth and Soco, with their daughter-towns, as
well as Timnah andGimzo and their daughter-towns, andwere living there.
19 For the Lord made Judah low, because of Ahaz, king of Israel; for he had
given up all self-control in Judah, sinning greatly against the Lord. 20 Then
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Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came to him, but was a cause of trouble and
not of strength to him. 21 For Ahaz took a part of the wealth from the house
of the Lord, and from the house of the king and of the greatmen, and gave it
to the king of Assyria; but it was no help to him. 22 And in the time of his
trouble, this same King Ahaz did even more evil against the Lord. 23 For
he made offerings to the gods of Damascus, who were attacking him, and
said, Because the gods of the kings of Aramare giving themhelp, I will make
offerings to them so that they may give me help. But they were the cause of
his downfall, and of that of all Israel. 24And Ahaz got together the vessels of
the house of God, cutting up all the vessels of the house of God, and shutting
the doors of the Lord's house; and hemade altars in every part of Jerusalem.
25 And in every town of Judah he made high places where perfumes were
burned to other gods, awaking the wrath of the Lord, the God of his fathers.
26 Now the rest of his acts and all his ways, first and last, are recorded in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 27 And Ahaz went to rest with
his fathers, and they put his body into the earth in Jerusalem; but they did
not put him in the resting-place of the kings of Israel: and Hezekiah his son
became king in his place.

29
1Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old; and he was

king in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; and hismother's namewas Abijah,
the daughter of Zechariah. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
as his father David had done. 3 In the first year of his rule, in the firstmonth,
opening the doors of the Lord's house, he made them strong. 4And he sent
for thepriests and theLevites, andgot themtogether in thewideplaceon the
east side, 5And said to them, Give ear tome, OLevites: nowmake yourselves
holy, andmake holy the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and take
away everything unclean from the holy place. 6 For our fathers have done
evil, sinning in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have given himup, turning
away their faces from the house of the Lord, and turning their backs on him.
7The doors of his house have been shut and the lights put out; no perfumes
have been burned or offerings made to the God of Israel in his holy place.
8And so thewrath of the Lord has come on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has
given them up to be a cause of fear and wonder and shame, as your eyes
have seen. 9For see, our fathers have been put to death with the sword, and
our sons and daughters andwives have been taken away prisoners because
of this. 10 Now it is my purpose to make an agreement with the Lord, the
God of Israel, so that the heat of his wrath may be turned away from us.
11 My sons, take care now: for you have been marked out by the Lord to
come before him and to be his servants, burning offerings to him. 12 Then
the Levites took their places; Mahath, the son of Amasai, and Joel, the son of
Azariah, among the Kohathites; and of the sons of Merari, Kish, the son of
Abdi, andAzariah, the son of Jehallelel; and of theGershonites, Joah, the son
of Zimmah, andEden, the sonof Joah; 13Andof the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri
and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14And of the
sons of Heman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah
and Uzziel. 15 And they got their brothers together and made themselves
holy, and went in, as the king had said by the word of the Lord, to make
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the house of the Lord clean. 16 And the priests went into the inner part of
the house of the Lord to make it clean, and everything unclean which was
to be seen in the Temple of the Lord they took out into the outer square
of the Lord's house, and the Levites got it together and took it away to the
stream Kidron. 17 On the first day of the first month the work of making
the house holy was started, and on the eighth day they came to the covered
way of the Lord; in eight days they made the Lord's house holy, and on the
sixteenth day of the first month the work was done. 18Then they went in to
King Hezekiah and said, We have made all the house of the Lord clean, as
well as the altar of burned offerings with all its vessels, and the table for the
holy bread, with all its vessels. 19And all the vessels which were turned out
by King Ahaz in his sin while he was king, we have put in order and made
holy, and now they are in their places before the altar of the Lord. 20 Then
Hezekiah the king got up early, and got together the great men of the town,
andwent up to the house of the Lord. 21And they tookwith them seven oxen
and sevenmale sheep and seven lambs and seven he-goats as a sin-offering
for the kingdom and for the holy house and for Judah. And he gave orders
to the sons of Aaron, the priests, that these were to be offered on the altar of
the Lord. 22 So they put the oxen to death and their blood was given to the
priests to be drained out against the altar; then they put the male sheep to
death, draining out their blood against the altar, and they put the lambs to
death, draining out their blood against the altar. 23 Then they took the he-
goats for the sin-offering, placing them before the king and the meeting of
the people, and they put their hands on them: 24And the priests put them to
death, andmade a sin-offeringwith their blood on the altar, to take away the
sin of all Israel: for the king gave orders that the burned offering and the sin-
offering were for all Israel. 25 Then he put the Levites in their places in the
house of the Lord, with brass and corded instruments of music as ordered
by David and Gad, the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet: for the order
was the Lord's, given by his prophets. 26So the Levites took their placeswith
David's instruments, and the priests with their horns. 27AndHezekiah gave
the word for the burned offering to be offered on the altar. And when the
burned offering was started, then the song of the Lord was started, with the
blowing of horns andwith all the instruments of David, king of Israel. 28And
all the people gaveworship, to the sound of songs and the blowing of horns;
and this went on till the burned offering was ended. 29And at the end of the
offering, thekingandallwhowerepresentwithhimgaveworshipwithbent
heads. 30 Then King Hezekiah and the captains gave orders to the Levites
to give praise to God in the words of David and Asaph the seer. And they
made songs of praise with joy, and with bent heads gave worship. 31 Then
Hezekiah made answer and said, Now that you have given yourselves to
the Lord, come near and take offerings and praise-offerings into the house
of the Lord. So all the people took in offerings and praise-offerings: and
those whose hearts were moved, took in burned offerings. 32 The number
of burned offerings which the people took in was seventy oxen, a hundred
male sheep, and two hundred lambs: all these were for burned offerings to
the Lord. 33And the holy things were six hundred oxen and three thousand
sheep. 34 There were not enough priests for the work of cutting up all the
burned offerings; so their brothers the Levites gave them help till the work
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was done and the priests had made themselves holy: for the Levites were
moreupright in heart tomake themselves holy than the priests. 35And there
was a great amount of burned offerings, with the fat of the peace-offerings
and the drink offerings for every burned offering. So the work of the Lord's
house was put in order. 36And Hezekiah and all the people were full of joy,
because God hadmade the people ready: for the thing was done suddenly.

30
1 Then Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and sent letters to

EphraimandManasseh, requesting them to come to the house of the Lord at
Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2For the king,
after discussion with his chiefs and all the body of the people in Jerusalem,
had made a decision to keep the Passover in the second month. 3 It was
not possible to keep it at that time, because not enough priests had made
themselves holy, and the people had not come together in Jerusalem. 4And
the thing was right in the eyes of the king and all the people. 5 So it was
ordered that word was to be sent out through all Israel, from Beer-sheba
to Dan, that they were to come to keep the Passover to the Lord, the God
of Israel, at Jerusalem: because they had not kept it in great numbers in
agreement with the law. 6 So runners went with letters from the king and
his chiefs through all Israel and Judah, by the order of the king, saying, O
children of Israel, come back again to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, so that he may come again to that small band of you which has
been kept safe out of the hands of the kings of Assyria. 7Do not be like your
fathers and your brothers, who were sinners against the Lord, the God of
their fathers, so that he made them a cause of fear, as you see. 8 Now do
not be hard-hearted, as your fathers were; but give yourselves to the Lord,
and come into his holy place, which he has made his for ever, and be the
servants of the Lord your God, so that the heat of his wrath may be turned
away from you. 9 For if you come back to the Lord, those who took away
your brothers and your children will have pity on them, and let them come
back to this land: for the Lord your God is full of grace and mercy, and his
face will not be turned away from you if you come back to him. 10 So the
runners went from town to town through all the country of Ephraim and
Manasseh as far as Zebulun: but they were laughed at and made sport of.
11However, some of Asher andManasseh and Zebulun put away their pride
and came to Jerusalem. 12 And in Judah the power of God gave them one
heart to do the orders of the king and the captains, which were taken as
the word of the Lord. 13 So a very great number of people came together
at Jerusalem to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month.
14And they got to work and took away all the altars in Jerusalem, and they
put all the vessels for burning perfumes into the stream Kidron. 15 Then
on the fourteenth day of the second month they put the Passover lambs to
death: and the priests and the Levites were shamed, and made themselves
holy and took burned offerings into the house of the Lord. 16And they took
their places in their right order, as it was ordered in the law of Moses, the
man of God: the priests draining out on the altar the blood given them by
the Levites. 17For therewere still a number of the people therewho had not
made themselves holy: so the Levites had to put Passover lambs to death
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for those who were not clean, to make them holy to the Lord. 18 For a great
number of the people from Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun,
hadnotmade themselves clean, but they took the Passovermeal, thoughnot
in the right way. For Hezekiah had made prayer for them, saying, May the
good Lord have mercy on everyone 19Who, with all his heart, is turned to
God the Lord, theGodof his fathers, even if he has not beenmade clean after
the rules of the holy place. 20And the Lord gave ear to Hezekiah, and made
the people well. 21 So the children of Israel who were present in Jerusalem
kept the feast of unleavened bread for seven days with great joy: and the
Levites and the priests gave praise to the Lord day by day, making melody
to the Lord with loud instruments. 22And Hezekiah said kind words to the
Levites who were expert in the ordering of the worship of the Lord: so they
kept the feast for seven days, offering peace-offerings and praising the Lord,
the God of their fathers. 23And by the desire of all the people, the feast went
on for another seven days, and they kept the seven days with joy. 24 For
Hezekiah, king of Judah, gave to the people for offerings, a thousand oxen
and seven thousand sheep; and the rulers gave a thousand oxen and ten
thousand sheep; andagreatnumberofpriestsmade themselvesholy. 25And
all the people of Judah, with the priests and the Levites, and those who had
come from Israel, and men from other lands who had come from Israel or
who were living in Judah, were glad with great joy. 26 So there was great
joy in Jerusalem: for nothing like this had been seen in Jerusalem from the
time of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel. 27Then the priests and the
Levites gave the people a blessing: and the voice of their prayer went up to
the holy place of God in heaven.

31
1Nowwhen all this was over, all themen of Israel whowere present went

out into the towns of Judah, causing the stone pillars to be brokenup and the
wood pillars to be cut down, pulling down the high places and the altars in
all Judah and Benjamin, as well as in Ephraim and Manasseh, till all were
gone. Then all the children of Israel went back to their towns, every man to
his property. 2 Then Hezekiah put in order the divisions of the priests and
Levites, every man in his division, in relation to his work, for the burned
offerings andpeace-offerings, and for theorderingofworshipand for giving
praise at the doors of the Lord's house. 3 And he gave the king's part of
his private property for the burned offerings, that is, for the morning and
evening offerings, and the offerings for the Sabbath and the newmoons and
the regular feasts, as it is recorded in the law of the Lord. 4 In addition, he
gave orders to the people of Jerusalem to give to the priests and Levites that
part which was theirs by right, so that they might be strong in keeping the
law of the Lord. 5And when the order was made public, straight away the
children of Israel gave, in great amounts, the first-fruits of their grain and
wine and oil and honey, and of the produce of their fields; and they took
in a tenth part of everything, a great store. 6And the children of Israel and
Judah, who were living in the towns of Judah came with the tenth part of
their oxen and sheep, and a tenth of all the holy things which were to be
given to the Lord their God, and put them in great masses. 7 The first store
of things was put down in the third month, and in the seventh month the
masses were complete. 8And when Hezekiah and the rulers came and saw
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all the store of goods, they gave praise to the Lord and to his people Israel.
9 Then Hezekiah put questions to the priests and Levites about the store
of goods. 10 And Azariah, the chief priest, of the family of Zadok, said in
answer, From the time when the people first came with their offerings into
the house of the Lord, we have had food enough, andmore than enough: for
the blessing of the Lord is on his people; and there is this great store which
has not been used. 11Then Hezekiah said that store-rooms were to bemade
ready in the house of the Lord; and thiswas done. 12And in them they put all
the offerings and the tenths and the holy things, keeping nothing back, and
over themwas Conaniah the Levite, with Shimei his brother second to him.
13And Jehiel and Azaziah andNahath andAsahel and Jerimoth and Jozabad
and Eliel and Ismachiah and Mahath and Benaiah were overseers, under
the directions of Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by the order of Hezekiah
the king and Azariah, the ruler of the house of God. 14And Kore, the son of
Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the east door, had control of the offerings
freely given to God, and the distribution of the offerings of the Lord and the
most holy things. 15 And under him were Eden and Miniamin and Jeshua
and Shemaiah and Amariah and Shecaniah, in the towns of the priests, who
were made responsible for giving it to all their brothers, by divisions, to
small and great: 16 As well as to all the males, of three years old and over,
listed by their families, who went into the house of the Lord to do what was
needed day by day, for their special work with their divisions. 17 And the
families of the priests were listed by their fathers' names, but the Levites,
of twenty years old and over, were listed in relation to their work in their
divisions; 18 And in the lists were all their little ones and their wives and
their sons anddaughters, throughall thepeople: theymade themselvesholy
in the positions which they were given. 19And as for the sons of Aaron, the
priests, living in the country on the outskirts of their towns, every different
town there were men, marked out by name, to give their part of the goods
to all the males among the priests, and to all who were listed among the
Levites. 20 This Hezekiah did through all Judah; he did what was good and
right and true before the Lord his God. 21And for everything he undertook,
in connection with the work of the house of God and his law and orders, he
got directions from God and did it with serious purpose; and things went
well for him.

32
1 Now after these things and this true-hearted work, Sennacherib, king

of Assyria, came into Judah, and put his army in position before the walled
towns of Judah, designing to make his way into them by force. 2And when
Hezekiah saw that Sennacheribhad come for thepurpose of fighting against
Jerusalem, 3 He took up with his rulers and men of war the question of
stopping up the water-springs outside the town; and they gave him their
support. 4 So they got together a great number of people, and had all the
water-springs and the stream flowing through the land stopped up, saying,
Why let the kings of Assyria come and have much water? 5 Then he took
heart, buildingup thewallwhere itwasbrokendown, andmaking its towers
higher, and building another wall outside; and he made strong the Millo in
the townofDavid, and got together a great store of all sorts of instruments of
war. 6And he put war chiefs over the people, and sent for them all to come
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together to him in the wide place at the doorway into the town, and to give
them heart he said to them, 7 Be strong and take heart; have no fear, and
do not be troubled on account of the king of Assyria and all the great army
with him: for there is a greaterwith us. 8With him is an armof flesh; butwe
have the Lord our God, helping us and fighting for us. And the people put
their faith in what Hezekiah, king of Judah, said. 9After this, Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, sent his servants to Jerusalem (at that time hewas stationed
with all his army in front of Lachish), to say to Hezekiah and all the men of
Judah in Jerusalem, 10 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, says, In what are you
placing your hope, waiting here in the walled town of Jerusalem? 11 Is it not
Hezekiahwhohas got you to do it, causing your death fromneed of food and
water, by saying, The Lord our God will give us salvation out of the hands
of the king of Assyria? 12Has not this same Hezekiah taken away his high
places and his altars, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, Give worship before
one altar only, burning offerings on it? 13Have you no knowledge of what I
andmy fathers have done to all the peoples of every land? were the gods of
thenations of those lands able to keep their land from falling intomyhands?
14Whowas there among all the gods of those nations, whichmy fathers put
to destruction, who was able to keep his people safe from my hands? and
is it possible that your God will keep you safe from my hands? 15 So do not
be tricked by Hezekiah or let him get you to do this, and do not put any faith
in what he says: for no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to keep
his people safe from my hands, or the hands of my fathers: how much less
will your God keep you safe from my hands! 16And his servants said even
more against the Lord God and against his servant Hezekiah. 17And he sent
letters, in addition, to put shame on the Lord, the God of Israel, and to say
evil against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of other lands have not
been able to keep their people safe from my hands, no more will the God
of Hezekiah keep his people safe from my hands. 18 These things they said,
crying outwith a loud voice in the Jews' language, to the people of Jerusalem
who were on the wall, with the purpose of troubling them and putting fear
into them, so that theymight take the town; 19Talkingof theGodof Jerusalem
as if hewas like the gods of the peoples of the earth, thework ofmen's hands.
20 And Hezekiah the king, and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, made
prayer because of this, crying out to heaven. 21And the Lord sent an angel
who put to death all the men of war and the chiefs and the captains in the
army of the king of Assyria. So he went back to his country in shame. And
when he came into the house of his god, his sons, the offspring of his body,
put him to death there with the sword. 22 So the Lord gave Hezekiah and
the people of Jerusalem salvation from the power of Sennacherib, the king
of Assyria, and from all others, giving them rest on every side. 23And great
numbers came to Jerusalemwith offerings for the Lord, and things of great
price forHezekiah, kingof Judah: so thathewashonouredamongallnations
from that time. 24 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death; and he
made prayer to the Lord, and the Lord in answer gave him a sign. 25 But
Hezekiah did not do as had been done to him; for his heart was lifted up
in pride; and so wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem. 26 But
then, Hezekiah, in sorrow for what he had done, put away his pride; and
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he and all Jerusalemmade themselves low, so that thewrath of the Lord did
not come on them in Hezekiah's life-time. 27 And Hezekiah had very great
wealthandhonour; andhemadehimself store-houses forhis goldand silver
and jewels and spices, and for body-covers and all sorts of beautiful vessels.
28And store-houses for the produce of grain andwine and oil; and buildings
for all sorts of beasts and flocks. 29And he made towns for himself, and got
together much property in flocks and herds: for God had given him great
wealth. 30 It was Hezekiah who had the higher spring of the water of Gihon
stopped, and thewater taken down on thewest side of the town of David. In
everything he undertook, Hezekiah did well. 31However, in the business of
the representatives sent by the rulers of Babylon to get news of the wonder
which had taken place in the land, God gave up guiding him, testing him to
see what was in his heart. 32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and the
goodhedid, are recorded in thevisionof Isaiah theprophet, the sonofAmoz,
and in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 33 So Hezekiah went to rest
with his fathers, and they put his body into the higher part of the resting-
places of the sons of David: and all Judah and the people of Jerusalem gave
him honour at his death. AndManasseh his son became king in his place.

33
1Manassehwas twelve years oldwhen he became king, and hewas ruling

for fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying
the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had sent out of the land
before the children of Israel. 3 For he put up again the high places which
had been pulled down by his father Hezekiah; and he made altars for the
Baals, and pillars of wood, andwas aworshipper and servant of all the stars
of heaven; 4And he made altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord
had said, In Jerusalem will my name be for ever. 5 And he made altars for
all the stars of heaven in the two outer squares of the house of the Lord.
6More than this, he made his children go through the fire in the valley of
the son of Hinnom; and hemade use of secret arts, and signs for reading the
future, and unnatural powers, and gave positions to those who had control
of spirits and to wonder-workers: he did much evil in the eyes of the Lord,
moving him to wrath. 7And he put the image he had made in the house of
God, the house of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, In
this house, and in Jerusalem, the townwhich I havemademine out of all the
tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever: 8And never again will I let the
feet of Israel be moved out of the land which I have given to their fathers; if
only they will take care to do all my orders, even all the law and the orders
and the rules given to them by Moses. 9AndManasseh made Judah and the
people of Jerusalem go out of the true way, so that they did more evil than
those nations whom the Lord gave up to destruction before the children
of Israel. 10 And the word of the Lord came to Manasseh and his people,
but they gave no attention. 11 So the Lord sent against them the captains of
the army of Assyria, who made Manasseh a prisoner and took him away in
chains to Babylon. 12 And crying out to the Lord his God in his trouble, he
made himself low before the God of his fathers, 13Andmade prayer to him;
and in answer to his prayer God let him come back to Jerusalem and to his
kingdom. Then Manasseh was certain that the Lord was God. 14After this
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he made an outer wall for the town of David, on the west side of Gihon in
the valley, as far as the way into the town by the fish doorway; and he put
a very high wall round the Ophel; and he put captains of the army in all the
walled towns of Judah. 15He took away the strange gods and the image out
of the house of the Lord, and all the altars he had put up on the hill of the
Lord's house and in Jerusalem, and put them out of the town. 16And he put
the altar of the Lord in order, offering peace-offerings and praise-offerings
on it, and said that all Judahwere tobe servants of theLord, theGodof Israel.
17However, the people still made offerings in the high places, but only to the
Lord their God. 18Now the rest of the acts ofManasseh, and his prayer to his
God, and the words which the seers said to him in the name of the Lord, the
God of Israel, are recorded among the acts of the kings of Israel. 19And the
prayer which hemade to God, and howGod gave him an answer, and all his
sin and his wrongdoing, and the places where he made high places and put
up pillars of wood and images, before he put away his pride, are recorded
in the history of the seers. 20 So Manasseh went to rest with his fathers, and
they put his body to rest in his house, and Amon his son became king in his
place. 21Amonwas twenty-two years old when he became king; and hewas
ruling for two years in Jerusalem. 22He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as
Manasseh his father had done; and Amon made offerings to all the images
which his father Manasseh had made, and was their servant. 23He did not
make himself low before the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done, but
went on sinning more and more. 24And his servants made a secret design
against him, and put him to death in his house. 25But the people of the land
put to death all those who had taken part in the design against King Amon,
andmade his son Josiah king in his place.

34
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; he was ruling in

Jerusalem for thirty-one years. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes of
theLord,walking in thewaysofhis fatherDavid,without turning to the right
handor to the left. 3 In theeighthyearofhis rule,whilehewas still young, his
heart was first turned to the God of his father David; and in the twelfth year
he undertook the clearing away of all the high places and the pillars and the
images of wood andmetal from Judah and Jerusalem. 4He had the altars of
the Baals broken down, while he himself was present; and the sun-images
which were placed on high over them he had cut down; and the pillars of
wood and themetal images he had broken up and crushed to dust, dropping
the dust over the resting-places of the deadwhohadmade offerings to them.
5And he had the bones of the priests burned on their altars, and so hemade
Judah and Jerusalem clean. 6And in all the towns ofManasseh and Ephraim
andSimeonas far asNaphtali, hemadewaste theirhouses roundabout. 7He
had the altars and the pillars of wood pulled down and the images crushed
to dust, and all the sun-images cut down, through all the land of Israel, and
then he went back to Jerusalem. 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his rule,
when the land and the house hadbeenmade clean, he sent Shaphan, the son
of Azaliah, andMaaseiah, the ruler of the town, and Joah, the son of Joahaz,
the recorder, to make good what was damaged in the house of the Lord his
God. 9And they came toHilkiah, the chief priest, and gave himall themoney
which had been taken into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers
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of the door, had got from Manasseh and Ephraim and those of Israel who
had not been taken away as prisoners, and from all Judah and Benjamin
and the people of Jerusalem. 10And they gave it to the overseers of thework
of the Lord's house, and the overseers gave it to the workmen working in
the house, for building it up and making good what was damaged; 11 Even
to the woodworkers and builders to get cut stone and wood for joining the
structure together and for making boards for the houses which the kings of
Judah had given up to destruction. 12 And the men did the work well; and
thosewho had authority over themwere Jahath andObadiah, Levites of the
sons ofMerari, and Zechariah andMeshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites,
who were to be responsible for seeing that the work was done; and others
of the Levites, whowere expert with instruments ofmusic, 13Had authority
over the transport workers, giving directions to all whowere doing any sort
of work; and among the Levites there were scribes and overseers and door-
keepers. 14Nowwhen theywere taking out themoneywhich had come into
the Lord's house, Hilkiah the priest came across the book of the law of the
Lord, which he had given by the mouth of Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah said to
Shaphan the scribe, Ihavemadediscoveryof thebookof the law in thehouse
of the Lord. AndHilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16And Shaphan took the
book to the king; andhe gave himan account ofwhat had beendone, saying,
Your servants are doing all they have been given to do; 17 They have taken
out all the money which was in the Lord's house and have given it to the
overseers and to the workmen. 18Then Shaphan the scribe said to the king,
Hilkiah the priest has givenme a book; and hemade a start at reading some
of it to the king. 19And the king, hearing the words of the law, took his robe
in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief. 20And he gave orders
to Hilkiah and to Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Abdon, the son of Micah,
and Shaphan the scribe and Asaiah, the king's servant, saying, 21Go and get
directions from the Lord for me and for those who are still in Israel and for
Judah, about the words of this book which has come to light; for great is the
wrath of the Lord which has been let loose on us, because our fathers have
not kept the word of the Lord or done what is recorded in this book. 22 So
Hilkiah, and thosewhom the king sent, went to Huldah thewoman prophet,
the wife of Shallum, the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, the keeper of the
robes (now shewas living in Jerusalem, in the second part of the town); and
theyhad talkwithher about this thing. 23And she said to them, TheLord, the
God of Israel, has said, Say to the man who sent you to me, 24 These are the
words of the Lord: See, I will send evil on this place and on its people, even
all the curses in the book which they have been reading before the king of
Judah; 25Because theyhavegivenmeup, burningofferings toothergodsand
movingme to wrath by all the works of their hands; somywrath is let loose
on this place andwill not be put out. 26But to the king of Judahwho sent you
to get directions from the Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
has said: Because you have given ear to my words, 27 And your heart was
soft, and youmade yourself lowbefore God, on hearing hiswords about this
place and its people, andwithweeping and signs of grief havemadeyourself
low before me, I have given ear to you, says the Lord God. 28 See, I will let
you go to your fathers, and be put in your last resting-place in peace, and
your eyes will not see all the evil which I will send on this place and on its
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people. So they took this news back to the king. 29Then the king sent and got
together all the responsible men of Judah and of Jerusalem. 30And the king
went up to the house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the people
of Jerusalem, and the priests and the Levites and all the people, small and
great; and theywere present at his reading of the book of the lawwhich had
come to light in the house of the Lord. 31 Then the king, taking his place by
the pillar, made an agreement before the Lord, to go in the way of the Lord,
and to keep his orders and his decisions and his rules with all his heart and
with all his soul, and to keep the words of the agreement recorded in this
book. 32 And he made all the people in Jerusalem and Benjamin give their
word to keep it. And the people of Jerusalem kept the agreement of God, the
Godof their fathers. 33 Josiah tookawayall thedisgusting things out of all the
lands of the children of Israel, and made all who were in Israel servants of
the Lord their God. And as long as he was living they were true to the Lord,
the God of their fathers.

35
1And Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem; on the fourteenth

day of the first month they put the Passover lamb to death. 2 And he gave
the priests their places, making them strong for the work of the house of
God. 3 And he said to the Levites, the teachers of all Israel, who were holy
to the Lord, See, the holy ark is in the house which Solomon, the son of
David, king of Israel, made; it will no longer have to be transported on your
backs: nowbe the servants of the Lord your God and his people Israel, 4And
make yourselves ready in your divisions, by your families, as it is ordered
in the writings of David, king of Israel, and of Solomon his son; 5 And take
your positions in the holy place, grouped in the families of your brothers,
the children of the people, and for every division let there be a part of a
family of the Levites. 6 And put the Passover lamb to death, and make
yourselves holy, and make it ready for your brothers, so that the orders
given by the Lord through Moses may be done. 7 And Josiah gave lambs
and goats from the flock as Passover offerings for all the people who were
present, to the number of thirty thousand, and three thousand oxen: these
were from the king's private property. 8 And his captains freely gave an
offering to the people, the priests, and the Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah
and Jehiel, the rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover
offerings two thousand, six hundred small cattle and three hundred oxen.
9And Conaniah and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah
and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the Levites for the
Passover offerings five thousand small cattle and five hundred oxen. 10 So
everythingwasmade readyand thepriests took their placeswith theLevites
in their divisions, as the king had said. 11And they put the Passover lambs to
death, the blood being drained out by the priests when it was given to them,
and theLevitesdid the skinning. 12And they tookaway theburnedofferings,
so that theymight give them to be offered to the Lord for the divisions of the
families of the people, as it is recorded in the book of Moses. And they did
the same with the oxen. 13And the Passover lamb was cooked over the fire,
as it says in the law; and the holy offerings were cooked in pots and basins
and vessels, and taken quickly to all the people. 14And after that, theymade
ready for themselves and for the priests; for the priests, the sons of Aaron,
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were offering the burned offerings and the fat till night; so the Levitesmade
readywhatwasneeded for themselves and for thepriests, the sonsofAaron.
15 And the sons of Asaph, the makers of melody, were in their places, as
ordered by David and Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, the king's seer; and
the door-keepers were stationed at every door: there was no need for them
to go away from their places, for their brothers the Levites made ready for
them. 16 So everything needed for the worship of the Lord was made ready
that same day, for the keeping of the Passover and the offering of burned
offerings on the altar of the Lord, as King Josiah had given orders. 17 And
all the children of Israel who were present kept the Passover and the feast
of unleavened bread at that time for seven days. 18No Passover like it had
been kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; and not one of the
kings of Israel had ever kept a Passover like the one kept by Josiah and the
priests and the Levites and all those of Judah and Israel who were present,
and the people of Jerusalem. 19 In the eighteenth year of the rule of Josiah
this Passoverwas kept. 20After all this, and after Josiah had put the house in
order, Neco, king of Egypt, went up to make war at Carchemish by the river
Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. 21But he sent representatives
to him, saying,What have I to dowith you, O king of Judah? I have not come
against you this day, but against those with whom I am at war; and God has
givenme orders to go forward quickly: keep out of God's way, for he is with
me, orhewill senddestructiononyou. 22However, Josiahwouldnot goback;
but keeping to his purpose of fighting against him, and giving no attention to
thewords ofNeco,which came fromGod, hewent forward to the fight in the
valley of Megiddo. 23And the bowmen sent their arrows at King Josiah, and
theking said tohis servants, Takemeaway, for I ambadlywounded. 24Sohis
servants took him out of the line ofwar-carriages, and put him in his second
carriage and took him to Jerusalem, where he came to his end, and they put
his body in the resting-place of his fathers. And in all Judah and Jerusalem
therewas greatweeping for Josiah. 25And Jeremiahmade a song of grief for
Josiah; and to this day Josiah is named by all themakers ofmelody, men and
women, in their songs of grief; they made it a rule in Israel; and the songs
are recorded among the songs of grief. 26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah,
and the good he did, in keepingwithwhat is recorded in the law of the Lord,
27Andall his acts, first and last, are recorded in thebookof the kings of Israel
and Judah.

36
1 Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and made

him king in Jerusalem in place of his father. 2 Jehoahaz was twenty-three
years old when he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for three
months. 3 Then the king of Egypt took the kingdom from him in Jerusalem,
and put on the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of
gold. 4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem, changing his name to Jehoiakim. And Neco took his brother
Jehoahaz away to Egypt. 5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he
became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years, and he did
evil in the eyes of the Lord his God. 6 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
came up against him, and took him away in chains to Babylon. 7 And
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Nebuchadnezzar took away some of the vessels of the Lord's house, and
put them in the house of his god in Babylon. 8 Now the rest of the acts of
Jehoiakim and the disgusting things he did, and all there is to be said against
him, arerecorded in thebookof thekingsof Israeland Judah; and Jehoiachin
his son became king in his place. 9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when
he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for three months and ten days,
and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 10 In the spring of the year King
Nebuchadnezzar sent and took him away to Babylon, with the beautiful
vessels of the house of the Lord, and made Zedekiah, his father's brother,
king over Judah and Jerusalem. 11Zedekiahwas twenty-one years oldwhen
he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years. 12He did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, and did not make himself low before Jeremiah the
prophet who gave him theword of the Lord. 13And he took up arms against
King Nebuchadnezzar, though he had made him take an oath by God; but
he made his neck stiff and his heart hard, turning away from the Lord, the
God of Israel. 14 And more than this, all the great men of Judah and the
priests and the people made their sin great, turning to all the disgusting
ways of the nations; and they made unclean the house of the Lord which
he had made holy in Jerusalem. 15 And the Lord, the God of their fathers,
sent word to them by his servants, sending early and frequently, because
he had pity on his people and on his living-place; 16 But they put shame on
the servants of God,making sport of hiswords and laughing at his prophets,
till the wrath of God was moved against his people, till there was no help.
17 So he sent against them the king of the Chaldaeans, who put their young
men to death with the sword in the house of their holy place, and had no
pity for any, young man or virgin, old man or white-haired: God gave them
all into his hands. 18And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small,
and the stored wealth of the Lord's house and the wealth of the king and
his chiefs, he took away to Babylon. 19 And the house of God was burned
and the wall of Jerusalem broken down; all its great houses were burned
with fire and all its beautiful vessels given up to destruction. 20And all who
had not come to death by the sword he took away prisoners to Babylon; and
they became servants to him and to his sons till the kingdom of Persia came
to power: 21 So that the words of the Lord, which he said by the mouth of
Jeremiah, might come true, till the land had had pleasure in her Sabbaths;
foras longas shewaswaste the landkept theSabbath, till seventyyearswere
complete. 22Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that the
words which the Lord had said by the mouth of Jeremiah might come true,
the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, was moved by the Lord, and he made a
public statement and had it given out through all his kingdom and put in
writing, saying, 23 Cyrus, king of Persia, has said, All the kingdoms of the
earthhavebeengiven tomeby theLord, theGodofheaven; andhehasmade
me responsible for building a house for him in Jerusalem,which is in Judah.
Whoever there is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with
him and let him go up.



Ezra 1:1 495 Ezra 2:15

The Book of
Ezra

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that the word
of the Lord given by the mouth of Jeremiah might come true, the spirit of
Cyrus, king of Persia, was moved by the Lord, so that he made a public
statement through all his kingdom, and put it in writing, saying, 2These are
the words of Cyrus, king of Persia: The Lord God of heaven has givenme all
the kingdoms of the earth; and he has made me responsible for building a
house for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever there is among
you of his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem,
which is in Judah, and take in hand the building of the house of the Lord, the
God of Israel; he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4And whoever there may
be of the rest of Israel, living in any place, let the men of that place give him
helpwith offerings of silver andgold andgoods andbeasts, in addition to the
offering freely given for the house of God in Jerusalem. 5Then the heads of
families of Judah and Benjamin, with the priests and the Levites, got ready,
even all those whose spirits were moved by God to go up and take in hand
thebuildingof theLord'shouse in Jerusalem. 6Andall theirneighbours gave
them help with offerings of vessels of silver and gold and goods and beasts
and things of great value, in addition towhatwas freely offered. 7AndCyrus
the king got out the vessels of the house of the Lord which Nebuchadnezzar
had taken from Jerusalem and put in the house of his gods; 8 Even these
CyrusmadeMithredath, the keeper of hiswealth, get out, and he gave them,
after numbering them, to Sheshbazzar, the ruler of Judah. 9And this is the
number of them: there were thirty gold plates, a thousand silver plates,
twenty-nineknives, 10Thirtygoldbasins, fourhundredand tensilverbasins,
and a thousand other vessels. 11 There were five thousand, four hundred
gold and silver vessels. All these were taken back by Sheshbazzar, when
those who had been taken prisoner went up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1Now these are the people of the divisions of the kingdom, among those

who had been made prisoners by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and
taken away to Babylon, who went back to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone
to his town; 2 Who went with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah,
Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah, The number
of the men of the people of Israel: 3 The children of Parosh, two thousand,
one hundred and seventy-two. 4The children of Shephatiah, three hundred
and seventy-two. 5 The children of Arah, seven hundred and seventy-five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two
thousand, eight hundred and twelve. 7 The children of Elam, a thousand,
two hundred and fifty-four. 8The children of Zattu, nine hundred and forty-
five. 9 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 10 The children
of Bani, six hundred and forty-two. 11 The children of Bebai, six hundred
and twenty-three. 12 The children of Azgad, a thousand, two hundred and
twenty-two. 13 The children of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-six. 14 The
children of Bigvai, two thousand and fifty-six. 15 The children of Adin, four
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hundred and fifty-four. 16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three. 18 The children
of Jorah, a hundred and twelve. 19 The children of Hashum, two hundred
and twenty-three. 20 The children of Gibbar, ninety-five. 21 The children
of Beth-lehem, a hundred and twenty-three. 22 The men of Netophah, fifty-
six. 23 The men of Anathoth, a hundred and twenty-eight. 24 The children
of Azmaveth, forty-two. 25 The children of Kiriath-arim, Chephirah, and
Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three. 26 The children of Ramah and
Geba, six hundred and twenty-one. 27The men of Michmas, a hundred and
twenty-two. 28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two hundred and twenty-three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty-two. 30 The children of Magbish, a hundred
and fifty-six. 31 The children of the other Elam, a thousand, two hundred
and fifty-four. 32 The children of Harim, three hundred and twenty. 33 The
children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five. 34 The
children of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five. 35The children of Senaah,
three thousand, six hundred and thirty. 36 The priests: the children of
Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three. 37 The
children of Immer, a thousand and fifty-two. 38 The children of Pashhur,
a thousand, two hundred and forty-seven. 39 The children of Harim, a
thousandand seventeen. 40TheLevites: the childrenof JeshuaandKadmiel,
of the childrenofHodaviah, seventy-four. 41Themusic-makers: the children
of Asaph, a hundred and twenty-eight 42 The children of the door-keepers:
the children of Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the
children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, a hundred
and thirty-nine. 43 The Nethinim: the children of Ziha, the children of
Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 44 The children of Keros, the children
of Siaha, the children of Padon, 45 The children of Lebanah, the children
of Hagabah, the children of Akkub, 46 The children of Hagab, the children
of Shamlai, the children of Hanan, 47 The children of Giddel, the children
of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, 48 The children of Rezin, the children
of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, 49 The children of Uzza, the children
of Paseah, the children of Besai, 50 The children of Asnah, the children of
Meunim, the children of Nephisim, 51 The children of Bakbuk, the children
of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 52The children of Bazluth, the children
of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 53 The children of Barkos, the children
of Sisera, the children of Temah, 54 The children of Neziah, the children of
Hatipha. 55 The children of Solomon's servants: the children of Sotai, the
children of Hassophereth, the children of Peruda, 56The children of Jaalah,
the childrenofDarkon, the childrenofGiddel, 57The childrenof Shephatiah,
the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the children
of Ami. 58 All the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants, were
three hundred and ninety-two. 59 And these were the people who went
up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer. But having
no knowledge of their fathers' families or offspring, it was not certain that
they were Israelites; 60 The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the
children of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two. 61And of the children of the
priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the children of
Barzillai, whowasmarried to one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite,
and took their name. 62 They made search for their record among the lists
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of families, but their names were nowhere to be seen; so they were looked
on as unclean and no longer priests. 63 And the Tirshatha said that they
were not to have the most holy things for their food, till a priest came to
give decision by Urim and Thummim. 64 The number of all the people
together was forty-two thousand, three hundred and sixty, 65 As well as
their men-servants and their women-servants, of whom there were seven
thousand, three hundred and thirty-seven: and they had two hundredmen
andwomen tomakemusic. 66Theyhadsevenhundredand thirty-sixhorses,
two hundred and forty-five transport beasts, 67 Four hundred and thirty-
five camels, six thousand, seven hundred and twenty asses. 68 And some
of the heads of families, when they came to the house of the Lord which is
in Jerusalem, gave freely of their wealth for the building up of the house
of God in its place: 69 Every one, as he was able, gave for the work sixty-
one thousand darics of gold, five thousand pounds of silver and a hundred
priests' robes. 70So the priests and the Levites and the people and themusic-
makers and the door-keepers and theNethinim, took up their places in their
towns; even all Israel in their towns.

3
1Andwhen the seventhmonth came, and the childrenof Israelwere in the

towns, the people came together like one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua,
the son of Jozadak, and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, with his brothers, got up andmade the altar of theGod of Israel for
burned offerings as is recorded in the law of Moses, the man of God. 3They
put the altar on its base; for fear was on them because of the people of the
countries: and they made burned offerings on it to the Lord, even burned
offerings morning and evening. 4 And they kept the feast of tents, as it is
recorded, making the regular burned offerings every day by number, as it
is ordered; for every day what was needed. 5 And after that, the regular
burned offering and the offerings for the newmoons and all the fixed feasts
of the Lord which had been made holy, and the offering of everyone who
freely gavehis offering to the Lord. 6From thefirst day of the seventhmonth
they made a start with the burned offerings, but the base of the Temple of
the Lord had still not been put in its place. 7 And they gave money to the
stoneworkers and woodworkers; and meat and drink and oil to the people
of Zidon and of Tyre, for the transport of cedar-trees from Lebanon to the
sea, to Joppa, as Cyrus, king of Persia, had given them authority to do. 8Now
in the second year of their coming into the house of God in Jerusalem, in
the second month, the work was taken in hand by Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brothers the
priestsand theLevites, andall thosewhohadcomefromthe landwhere they
were prisoners to Jerusalem: and they made the Levites, of twenty years
old and over, responsible for overseeing the work of the house of the Lord.
9Then Jeshuawith his sons andhis brothers, Kadmielwith his sons, the sons
of Hodaviah, together took up the work of overseeing the workmen in the
house of God: the sons of Henadad with their sons and their brothers, the
Levites. 10And when the builders put in position the base of the Temple of
theLord, thepriests, dressed in their robes, took their placeswithhorns, and
the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with brass instruments, to give praise to the
Lord in the way ordered by David, king of Israel. 11And they gave praise to
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theLord, answeringoneanother in their songsandsaying, Forhe is good, for
hismercy to Israel is eternal. And all the people gave a great cry of joy, when
they gave praise to the Lord, because the base of the Lord's housewas put in
place. 12But a number of the priests and Levites and the heads of families,
old men who had seen the first house, when the base of this house was put
down before their eyes, were overcome with weeping; and a number were
crying out with joy: 13 So that in the ears of the people the cry of joy was
mixed with the sound of weeping; for the cries of the people were loud and
came to the ears of those whowere a long way off.

4
1Nownews came to the haters of Judah andBenjamin that the peoplewho

had come back were building a Temple to the Lord, the God of Israel; 2Then
they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of families, and said to them, Let
us take part in the building with you; for we are servants of your God, even
as you are; andwehave beenmaking offerings to him from the days of Esar-
haddon, king of Assyria, who put us here. 3But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and
the rest of the heads of families in Israel said to them, You have no part with
us in the building of a house for our God; we ourselves will do the work
together for the Lord, the God of Israel, as Cyrus, king of Persia, has given us
orders. 4Then the people of the landmade the hands of the people of Judah
feeble, troubling themwith fear in their building; 5And they gave payment
to men who made designs against them and kept them from effecting their
purpose, all through the time of Cyrus, king of Persia, till Darius became
king. 6And in the time of Ahasuerus, when he first became king, they put on
record a statement against the people of Judah and Jerusalem. 7And in the
time of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his friends,
sent a letter to Artaxerxes, king of Persia, writing it in the Aramaeanwriting
and language. 8Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe, sent a letter
against Jerusalem, to Artaxerxes the king; 9 The letter was sent by Rehum,
the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe and their friends; the Dinaites
and the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the
Babylonians, the Shushanchites, the Dehaites, the Elamites, 10And the rest
of the nations which the great and noble Osnappar took over and put in
Samaria and the rest of the country over the river: 11 This is a copy of the
letter which they sent to Artaxerxes the king: Your servants living across
the river send these words: 12We give news to the king that the Jews who
came from you have come to us at Jerusalem; they are building up again
that uncontrolled and evil town; thewalls are complete and they are joining
up the bases. 13The kingmay be certain that when the building of this town
and its walls is complete, theywill give no tax or payment in goods or forced
payments, and in theend itwill beacauseof loss to thekings. 14Nowbecause
we are responsible to the king, and it is not right for us to see the king's
honour damaged, we have sent to give the king word of these things, 15 So
that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers: and
youwill see in the book of the records that this town has been uncontrolled,
and a cause of trouble to kings and countries, and that there were outbursts
against authority there in the past: for which reason the town was made
waste. 16We give you word, that if the building of this town and its walls
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is made complete, there will be an end of your power in the country across
the river. 17 Then the king sent an answer to Rehum, the chief ruler, and
Shimshai the scribe, and their friends living in Samaria, and to the rest of
those across the river, saying, Peace to you: 18Andnow the sense of the letter
which you sent to us has been made clear to me, 19 And I gave orders for
a search to be made, and it is certain that in the past this town has made
trouble for kings, and that outbursts against authority have taken place
there. 20 Further, there have been great kings in Jerusalem, ruling over all
the country across the river, towhomthey gave taxes andpayments in goods
and forced payments. 21Give an order now, that thesemenare to donothing
more, and that the building of the town is to be stopped, till I give an order.
22 Be certain to do this with all care: do not let trouble be increased to the
king's damage. 23Then, after reading the king's letter, Rehum and Shimshai
the scribe and their friends went quickly to Jerusalem, to the Jews, and had
them stopped by force. 24So thework of the house of God at Jerusalem came
to an end; so it was stopped, till the second year of the rule of Darius, king of
Persia.

5
1Now theprophetsHaggai andZechariah, the sonof Iddo,were preaching

to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel. 2 Then
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, got up and
made a start at building the house of God at Jerusalem: and the prophets
of God were with them, helping them. 3At the same time, Tattenai, ruler of
the land across the river, and Shethar-bozenai, and theirmen, came to them
and said, Who gave you orders to go on building this house and this wall?
4 Then they said these words to them: What are the names of the men who
are at work on this building? 5But the eye of their God was on the chiefs of
the Jews, and they did not make them give up working till the question had
been put before Darius and an answer had come by letter about it. 6This is
a copy of the letter which Tattenai, the ruler of the land across the river, and
Shethar-bozenai and his friends the Apharsachites, living across the river,
sent to Darius the king: 7They sent hima letter saying, ToDarius the king, all
peace: 8This is to give the king word that we went into the land of Judah, to
the house of the great God, which is made of great stones, and has its walls
supported with wood, and the work is going on with industry, and they are
doing it well. 9Thenwe said to themen responsible, who gave you authority
for the building of this house and these walls? 10And we made request for
their names, so that wemight send youword, and give you the names of the
men at the head of them. 11 And they made answer to us, saying, We are
the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are building the house
which was put up in times long past and was designed and made complete
by a great king of Israel. 12But when the God of heavenwasmoved towrath
by our fathers, he gave them up into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, the Chaldaean, who sent destruction on this house and took the
people away into Babylon. 13But in the first year of Cyrus, king of Babylon,
Cyrus the king gave an order for the building of this house of God; 14 And
the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took
from theTemplewhichwas in Jerusalem, andput into thehouseofhis god in
Babylon, these Cyrus the king took from the house of his god in Babylon, and
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gave to one named Sheshbazzar, whomhe hadmade ruler; 15And he said to
him, Go, take these vessels, and put them in the Temple in Jerusalem, and let
the house of God be put up again in its place. 16Then this same Sheshbazzar
came and put the house of God in Jerusalem on its bases: and from that time
till now the building has been going on, but it is still not complete. 17So now,
if it seems good to the king, let search be made in the king's store-house at
Babylon, to see if it is true that an order was given by Cyrus the king for the
building of this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send us word of
his pleasure in connection with this business.

6
1Then Darius the king gave an order and a search was made in the house

of the records, where the things of value were stored up in Babylon. 2And
at Achmetha, in the great house of the king in the land of Media, they came
across a roll, in which this statement was put on record: 3 In the first year
of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king made an order: In connection with the
house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be put up, the place where they
make offerings, and let the earth for the bases be put in place; let it be sixty
cubits high and sixty cubits wide; 4With three lines of great stones and one
line of newwood supports; and let the necessary money be given out of the
king's store-house; 5 And let the gold and silver vessels from the house of
God, whichNebuchadnezzar took from the Temple at Jerusalem to Babylon,
be given back and taken again to the Temple at Jerusalem, every one in its
place, and put them in the house of God. 6So now, Tattenai, ruler of the land
across the river, and Shethar-bozenai and your people the Apharsachites
across the river, keep far from that place: 7 Let the work of this house of
God go on; let the ruler of the Jews and their responsible men put up this
house of God in its place. 8 Further, I give orders as to what you are to do
for the responsible men of the Jews in connection with the building of this
house of God: that from the king'swealth, that is, from the taxes got together
in the land over the river, the money needed is to be given to these men
readily, so that their work may not be stopped. 9 And whatever they have
need of, young oxen and sheep and lambs, for burned offerings to the God
of heaven, grain, salt, wine, and oil, whatever the priests in Jerusalem say
is necessary, is to be given to them day by day regularly: 10 So that they may
makeofferings of a sweet smell to theGodofheaven,withprayers for the life
of the king and of his sons. 11And I have given orders that if anyone makes
any change in this word, one of the supports is to be pulled out of his house,
and he is to be lifted up and fixed to it; and his house is to be made waste
for this; 12 And may the God who has made it a resting-place for his name
send destruction on all kings and peoples whose hands are outstretched to
make any change in this or to do damage to this house of God at Jerusalem.
I, Darius, have given this order, let it be done with all care. 13Then Tattenai,
the ruler across the river, and Shethar-bozenai and their people, because
of the order given by King Darius, did as he had said with all care. 14 And
the responsible men of the Jews went on with their building, and did well,
helped by the teaching ofHaggai the prophet and Zechariah, the son of Iddo.
They went on building till it was complete, in keeping with the word of the
God of Israel, and the orders given by Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes,
king of Persia. 15And the building of this house was complete on the third
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day of themonth Adar, in the sixth year of the rule of Darius the king. 16And
the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of those who
had come back, kept the feast of the opening of this house of God with joy.
17And they gave as offerings at the opening of this house of God a hundred
oxen, two hundred sheep, four hundred lambs; and for a sin-offering for
all Israel, twelve he-goats, being the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And
they put the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their order, for the
worshipofGodat Jerusalem; as it is recorded in thebookofMoses. 19And the
children of Israel who had come back kept the Passover on the fourteenth
dayof thefirstmonth. 20For thepriests and theLeviteshadmade themselves
clean together; theywere all clean: and they put the Passover lamb to death
for all those who had come back, and for their brothers the priests and for
themselves. 21And the children of Israel, who had come back, and all those
whowere joined to them, after separating themselves from the evil ways of
the people of the land to become the servants of the Lord, the God of Israel,
took food together, 22And kept the feast of unleavened bread for seven days
with joy: for the Lord had made them full of joy, by turning the heart of the
king of Assyria to them to give themhelp in thework of the house of God, the
God of Israel.

7
1Nowafter these things,whenArtaxerxeswas king of Persia, Ezra, the son

of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 2 The son of Shallum, the
son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 3The son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the
son ofMeraioth, 4The son of Zerahiah, the son ofUzzi, the son of Bukki, 5The
son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
chief priest: 6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a scribe, expert
in the law of Moses which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given: and the
king, moved by the Lord his God, gave him whatever he made request for.
7 And some of the children of Israel went up, with some of the priests and
the Levites and the music-makers and the door-keepers and the Nethinim,
to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 8And he came to
Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh year of the king's rule. 9 For,
startinghis journey fromBabylonon thefirst dayof thefirstmonth, he came
to Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, by the good help of his God.
10 For Ezra had given his mind to learning the law of the Lord and doing it,
and to teaching his rules and decisions in Israel. 11Now this is a copy of the
letterwhich King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra, the priest and the scribe, who put
into writing the words of the orders of the Lord, and of his rules for Israel:
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, scribe of the law of the God
of heaven, all peace; 13And now it is my order that all those of the people of
Israel, and their priests and Levites inmy kingdom,who are ready and have
a desire to go to Jerusalem, are to gowith you. 14Because you are sent by the
king and his seven wise men, to get knowledge about Judah and Jerusalem,
as you are ordered by the law of your God which is in your hand; 15 And
to take with you the silver and gold freely offered by the king and his wise
men to the God of Israel, whose Temple is in Jerusalem, 16As well as all the
silver and gold which you get from the land of Babylon, together with the
offering of the people and of the priests, freely given for the house of their
God, which is in Jerusalem: 17 So with this money get with care oxen, sheep,
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and lambs, with their meal offerings and their drink offerings, to be offered
on the altar of the house of yourGod,which is in Jerusalem. 18Andwhatever
seems right to you and to your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and
gold, that do, as may be pleasing to your God. 19And the vessels which have
been given to you for the uses of the house of your God, you are to give to the
Godof Jerusalem. 20Andwhatevermore isneeded for thehouseof yourGod,
and which you may have to give, take it from the king's store-house. 21And
I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, now give orders to all keepers of the king's
money across the river, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law
of the God of heaven, may have need of from you, is to be donewith all care,
22Up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundredmeasures of grain, a hundred
measures ofwine, and ahundredmeasures of oil, and saltwithoutmeasure.
23Whatever is ordered by the God of heaven, let it be done completely for
the house of the God of heaven; so that there may not be wrath against the
kingdom of the king and his sons. 24 In addition, we make it clear to you,
that it will be against the law to put any tax or payment in goods or forced
payment on any of the priests or Levites, the music-makers, door-keepers,
Nethinim, or any servants of this house of God. 25 And you, Ezra, by the
wisdom of your God which is in you, are to put rulers and judges to have
authority over all the people across the river who have knowledge of the
laws of yourGod; and you are to give teaching to himwhohas no knowledge
of them. 26And if anyonedoesnotkeep the lawofyourGodand the lawof the
king, take care that punishment is given to him, by death or by driving him
from his country or by taking away his goods or by putting him in prison.
27Praise be to the Lord, the God of our fathers, who has put such a thing into
theheartof theking, tomake fair thehouseof theLordwhich is in Jerusalem;
28Andhas givenmercy tomebefore thekingandhis government andbefore
all the king's great captains. And I was made strong by the hand of the Lord
my Godwhichwas onme, and I got together out of Israel chief men to go up
withme.

8
1Nowtheseare theheadsof familieswhowere listedof thosewhowentup

withme fromBabylon,whenArtaxerxeswas king. 2Of the sons of Phinehas,
Gershom; of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hattush; 3Of
the sons of Shecaniah; of the sons of Parosh, Zechariah; and with him were
listed a hundred and fifty males. 4Of the sons of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai,
the son of Zerahiah; and with him two hundred males. 5 Of the sons of
Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel; and with him three hundred males. 6And of
the sonsofAdin, Ebed, the sonof Jonathan; andwithhimfiftymales. 7Andof
the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah; the son of Athaliah; andwith him seventymales.
8And of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah, the son of Michael; and with him
eighty males. 9Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah, the son of Jehiel; and with him
two hundred and eighteen males. 10 And of the sons of Shelomith, the son
of Josiphiah; and with him a hundred and sixty males. 11And of the sons of
Bebai, Zechariah, the son of Bebai; andwith him twenty-eight males. 12And
of the sons of Azgad, Johanan, the son of Hakkatan; andwith him a hundred
and ten males. 13And of the sons of Adonikam, the last, whose names were
Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah; and with them sixty males. 14 And of the
sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zabbud; and with them seventy males. 15 And I
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made them come together by the river flowing to Ahava; andwewere there
in tents for three days: and after viewing the people and the priests I saw
that no sons of Levi were there. 16 Then I sent for Eliezer and Ariel and
Shemaiah and Elnathan Jarib and Elnathan and Nathan and Zechariah and
Meshullam, all responsible men; and for Joiarib and Elnathan, who were
wisemen. 17And I sent them to Iddo the chief at the place Casiphia, and gave
them orders what to say to Iddo and his brothers the Nethinim at the place
Casiphia, so that theymight come back to us with men to do the work of the
houseof ourGod. 18Andby thehelp of ourGod they got forus Ish-sechel, one
of the sons ofMahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel; and Sherebiahwith his
sons andbrothers, eighteen; 19AndHashabiah, andwith him Jeshaiah of the
sonsofMerari, his brothers and their sons, twenty; 20Andof theNethinim, to
whomDavid and the captains had given thework of helping the Levites, two
hundred and twenty Nethinim, all of them specially named. 21 Then I gave
orders for a time of going without food, there by the river Ahava, so that we
might make ourselves low before our God in prayer, requesting from him a
straight way for us and for our little ones and for all our substance. 22 For
I would not, for shame, make request to the king for a band of armed men
andhorsemen to giveushelp against thosewhomightmakeattacks onus on
the way: for we had said to the king, The hand of our God is on his servants
for good, but his power and his wrath are against all those who are turned
away from him. 23 So we went without food, requesting our God for this:
and his ear was open to our prayer. 24 So I put on one side twelve of the
chiefs of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brothers with
them, 25And gave to them by weight the silver and the gold and the vessels,
all the offering for thehouse of ourGodwhich the king andhiswisemenand
his captains and all Israel there present had given: 26Measuring into their
hands six hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels, a hundred
talents' weight, and a hundred talents of gold, 27And twenty gold basins, of
a thousand darics, and two vessels of the best bright brass, equal in value
to gold. 28 And I said to them, You are holy to the Lord and the vessels are
holy: and the silver and the gold are an offering freely given to the Lord,
the God of your fathers. 29 Take care of them and keep them, till you put
them on the scales before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and the
chiefs of the families of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the rooms of the house of the
Lord. 30 So the priests and the Levites took the weight of silver and gold and
the vessels, to take them to Jerusalem into the house of our God. 31Then we
went away from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to
go to Jerusalem; and thehandof ourGodwas onus, andhe gaveus salvation
from our haters and those whowere waiting tomake an attack on us by the
way. 32And we came to Jerusalem and were there for three days. 33And on
the fourth day, the silver and the gold and the vessels weremeasured out by
weight in the house of ourGod into the hands ofMeremoth, the son of Uriah,
the priest; and with him was Eleazar, the son of Phinehas; and with them
were Jozabad, the son of Jeshua, andNoadiah, the son of Binnui, the Levites;
34 All was handed over by number and by weight: and the weight was put
on record at that time. 35And those who had been prisoners, who had come
back froma strange land,made burned offerings to the God of Israel, twelve
oxen for all Israel, ninety-six male sheep, seventy-seven lambs, twelve he-
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goats for a sin-offering: all this was a burned offering to the Lord. 36 And
they gave the king's orders to the king's captains and the rulers across the
river, and they gave the people and the house of God the help which was
needed.

9
1Now after these thingswere done, the captains came tome and said, The

people of Israel and the priests and Levites have not kept themselves sepa-
rate from the people of the lands, but have taken part in the disgustingways
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites,
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken their
daughters for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy seed has been
mixedwith the peoples of the lands; and in fact the captains and rulers have
been thefirst todo this evil. 3Andhearing this,with signs of grief andpulling
out the hair of my head and my chin, I took my seat on the earth deeply
troubled. 4Then everyonewhowent in fear of thewords of theGodof Israel,
because of the sin of those who had come back, came together to me; and I
kept where I was, overcome with grief, till the evening offering. 5 And at
the evening offering, havingmademyself low before God, I got up, andwith
signs of grief, falling down onmy knees, with my hands stretched out to the
Lord my God, 6 I said, O my God, shame keeps me from lifting up my face
to you, my God: for our sins are increased higher than our heads and our
evil-doing has come up to heaven. 7 From the days of our fathers till this
day we have been great sinners; and for our sins, we and our kings and our
priests have been given up into the hands of the kings of the lands, to the
sword and to prison and to loss of goods and to shame of face, as it is this
day. 8And now for a little time grace has come to us from the Lord our God,
to let a small band of us get free and to give us a nail in his holy place, so that
our God may give light to our eyes and a measure of new life in our prison
chains. 9Forwe are servants; but ourGodhas not been turned away fromus
in our prison, but has hadmercy on us before the eyes of the kings of Persia,
to give us new strength to put up again the house of our God and to make
fair its waste places, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. 10 And
now, O our God, what are we to say after this? for we have not kept your
laws, 11Which you gave to your servants the prophets, saying, The land into
which you are going, to take it for a heritage, is an unclean land, because
of the evil lives of the peoples of the land and their disgusting ways, which
have made the land unclean from end to end. 12 So now do not give your
daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons or do anything
for their peaceorwell-being for ever; so that youmaybe strong, livingon the
good of the land, and handing it on to your children for a heritage for ever.
13And after everythingwhich has come on us because of our evil-doing and
our great sin, and seeing that the punishment which you, O God, have given
us, is less than the measure of our sins, and that you have kept from death
those of us who are here; 14Are we again to go against your orders, taking
wives from among the people who do these disgusting things? would you
not be angrywith us till our destructionwas complete, till therewas not one
who got away safe? 15O Lord God of Israel, righteousness is yours; we are
only a small bandwhich has been kept fromdeath, as at this day: see, we are



Ezra 10:1 505 Ezra 10:18

before you in our sin; for no one may keep his place before you because of
this.

10
1Nowwhile Ezrawasmakinghis prayer andhis statement ofwrongdoing,

weeping and falling down before the house of God, a very great number of
menandwomenandchildrenout of Israel came together roundhim: for the
people were weeping bitterly. 2And Shecaniah, the son of Jehiel, one of the
sons of Elam, answering, said to Ezra, We have done evil against our God,
and have taken as our wives strange women of the peoples of the land: but
still there is hope for Israel in this question. 3Let us nowmake an agreement
with ourGod to put away all thewives and all their children, if it seems right
to my lord and to those who go in fear of the words of our God; and let it be
done in keeping with the law. 4Up, now! for this is your business, and we
are with you; take heart and do it. 5 Then Ezra got up, and made the chiefs
of the priests and the Levites and all Israel take an oath that they would do
this. So they took an oath. 6 Then Ezra got up from before the house of God
andwent into the roomof Jehohanan, the son of Eliashib; butwhenhe came
there, he tookno foodor drink, for hewas sorrowing for the sin of thosewho
had come back. 7And they made a public statement through all Judah and
Jerusalem, to all those who had come back, that they were to come together
to Jerusalem; 8And that if anyone did not come before three dayswere past,
as ordered by the rulers and the responsible men, all his goods would be
put under the curse, and he himself would be cut off from the meeting of
the people who had come back. 9 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin
came together to Jerusalem before three days were past; it was the ninth
month, on the twentieth day of the month; and all the people were seated
in the wide square in front of the house of God, shaking with fear because
of this business and because of the great rain. 10And Ezra the priest got to
his feet and said to them, You have done wrong and taken strange women
for your wives, so increasing the sin of Israel. 11 So now, give praise to the
Lord, the God of your fathers, and do his pleasure; and make yourselves
separate from the peoples of the land and from the strange women. 12Then
all the people, answering, said with a loud voice, As you have said, so it is
right for us to do. 13 But the number of people is great, and it is a time of
much rain; it is not possible for us to go on waiting outside, and this is not a
thingwhichmay be done in one day or even two: for our sin in this business
is great. 14 So now let our rulers be representatives for all the people, and
let all those in our towns who are married to strange women come at fixed
times, and with them the responsible men and the judges of every town, till
the burning wrath of our God is turned away from us, and this has been
done. 15Only Jonathan, the son of Asahel, and Jahzeiah, the son of Tikvah,
were against this, Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them.
16 So those who had come back did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain
heads of families, by their fathers' families, all of themby their names, were
marked out; and on the first day of the tenthmonth they took their places to
go into the question with care. 17And they got to the end of all the menwho
were married to strange women by the first day of the first month. 18 And
among the sons of the priests who were married to strange women were
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these: of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak and his brothers, Maaseiah
and Eliezer and Jarib and Gedaliah. 19 And they gave their word that they
would put away their wives; and for their sin, they gave an offering of a
male sheep of the flock. 20And of the sons of Immer, Hanani and Zebadiah.
21And of the sons of Harim, Maaseiah and Elijah and Shemaiah and Jehiel
and Uzziah. 22 And of the sons of Pashhur, Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael,
Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah. 23And of the Levites, Jozabad, and Shimei,
and Kelaiah (that is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24 And of the
music-makers, Eliashib; and of the door-keepers, Shallum and Telem and
Uri. 25 And of Israel, the sons of Parosh, Ramiah and Izziah and Malchijah
and Mijamin and Eleazar and Malchijah and Benaiah. 26And of the sons of
Elam, Mattaniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel and Abdi and Jeremoth and Elijah.
27 And of the sons of Zattu, Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, and Jeremoth
and Zabad and Aziza. 28 And of the sons of Bebai, Jehohanan, Hananiah,
Zabbai, Athlai. 29And of the sons of Bani, Meshullam, Malluch, and Adaiah,
Jashub and Sheal, Jeremoth. 30 And of the sons of Pahath-moab, Adna and
Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel and Binnui and Manasseh.
31Andof the sons ofHarim, Eliezer, Isshijah,Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, Shemariah. 33 Of the sons of Hashum, Mattenai,
Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, Shimei. 34 Of the sons of
Bani, Maadai, Amram, and Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36 Vaniah,
Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu, 38 And Bani and
Binnui, Shimei; 39And Shelemiah and Nathan and Adaiah, 40Machnadebai,
Shashai, Sharai, 41Azarel and Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah,
Joseph. 43 Of the sons of Nebo, Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, and
Joel, Benaiah. 44 All these had taken strange wives; and some of them had
wives by whom they had offspring.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1 The history of Nehemiah, the son of Hacaliah. Now it came about, in
the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, when I was in Shushan, the king's
town, 2ThatHanani, oneofmybrothers, camewith certainmen from Judah;
and in answer to my request for news of the Jews who had been prisoners
and had got away, and of Jerusalem, 3 They said to me, The small band of
Jews now living there in the land are in great trouble and shame: thewall of
Jerusalemhasbeenbrokendown, and its doorwaysburnedwithfire. 4Then,
after hearing these words, for some days I gave myself up to weeping and
sorrow, seated on the earth; and taking no food I made prayer to the God of
heaven, 5And said, O Lord, the God of heaven, the great God, greatly to be
feared, keeping faith and mercy with those who have love for him and are
true to his laws: 6 Let your ear now take note and let your eyes be open, so
that you may give ear to the prayer of your servant, which I make before
you at this time, day and night, for the children of Israel, your servants,
while I put before you the sins of the children of Israel, whichwe have done
against you: truly, I and my father's people are sinners. 7 We have done
great wrong against you, and have not kept the orders, the rules, and the
decisions, which you gave to your servant Moses. 8 Keep in mind, O Lord,
the order you gave your servant Moses, saying, If you do wrong I will send
you wandering among the peoples: 9 But if you come back to me and keep
my orders and do them, even if those of you who have been forced out are
living in the farthest parts of heaven, I will get them from there, and take
them back to the place marked out by me for the resting-place of my name.
10Nowtheseareyour servants andyourpeople,whomyouhavemadeyours
by your great power and by your strong hand. 11O Lord, let your ear take
note of the prayer of your servant, and of the prayers of your servants, who
take delight in worshipping your name: give help, O Lord, to your servant
this day, and let him have mercy in the eyes of this man. (Now I was the
king's wine-servant.)

2
1And it cameabout in themonthNisan, in the twentiethyearofArtaxerxes

the king, when wine was before him, that I took up the wine and gave it to
the king. Now I had never before been sadwhen the kingwas present. 2And
the king said to me, Why is your face sad, seeing that you are not ill? this is
nothing but sorrow of heart. Then I was full of fear; 3And said to the king,
May the king be living for ever: is it not natural for my face to be sad, when
the town, theplacewhere thebodies ofmy fathers are at rest, has beenmade
waste and its doorways burned with fire? 4 Then the king said to me, What
is your desire? So I made prayer to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the
king, If it is the king's pleasure, and if your servant has your approval, send
me to Judah, to the town where the bodies of my fathers are at rest, so that
I may take in hand the building of it. 6 And the king said to me (the queen
being seatedbyhis side),How longwill your journey take, andwhenwill you
come back? So the kingwas pleased to sendme, and I gave him a fixed time.
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7Further, I said to theking, If it is theking's pleasure, let lettersbegiven tome
for the rulers across the river, so that they may let me go through till I come
to Judah; 8And a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's park, so that hemay
givemewood tomakeboards for the doors of the tower of the house, and for
thewall of the town, and for thehousewhich is tobemine. And thekinggave
me this, for the hand ofmyGodwas onme. 9Then I came to the rulers of the
landsacross the riverandgave themtheking's letters. Nowthekinghadsent
with me captains of the army and horsemen. 10And Sanballat the Horonite
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, hearing of it, were greatly troubled
because a man had come to the help of the children of Israel. 11 So I came
to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 And in the night I got up, taking
withme a small band ofmen; I said nothing to anyman ofwhat God had put
intomyheart to do for Jerusalem: and I had no beastwithme but the one on
which I was seated. 13And I went out by night, through the doorway of the
valley, and past the dragon's water-spring as far as the place where waste
material was put, viewing the walls of Jerusalemwhichwere broken down,
and the doorwayswhich had been burnedwith fire. 14Then Iwent on to the
door of the fountain and to the king's pool: but there was no room for my
beast to get through. 15 Then in the night, I went up by the stream, viewing
the wall; then turning back, I went in by the door in the valley, and so came
back. 16And the chiefs had no knowledge of where I had been orwhat I was
doing; and I had not then said anything to the Jews or to the priests or the
great ones or the chiefs or the rest of thosewhoweredoing thework. 17Then
I said to them, You see what a bad condition we are in; how Jerusalem is a
waste, and its doorways burned with fire: come, let us get to work, building
up thewall of Jerusalem, so thatwemayno longer be put to shame. 18Then I
gave themanaccountofhowthehandofmyGodwasonme,helpingme; and
of the king'swordswhichhehad said tome. And they said, Let us get towork
on the building. So they made their hands strong for the good work. 19But
Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem
the Arabian, hearing of it, made sport of us, laughing at us and saying,What
are you doing? will you go against the king? 20Then answering them I said,
The God of heaven, he will be our help; so we his servants will go on with
our building: but you have no part or right or any name in Jerusalem.

3
1 Then Eliashib, the chief priest, got up with his brothers the priests, and

took in hand the building of the sheep doorway; they made it holy and put
its doors in position; as far as the tower of Hammeah they made it holy,
even to the tower of Hananel. 2 And by his side the men of Jericho were
building. And after them, Zaccur, the son of Imri. 3 The sons of Hassenaah
were the builders of the fish doorway; they put its boards in place and put
up its doors, with their locks and rods. 4 By their side Meremoth, the son
of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, was making good the walls. Then Meshullam,
the son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel; and by him, Zadok, the son
of Baana. 5Near them, the Tekoites were at work; but their chiefs did not
put their necks to the work of their Lord. 6 Joiada, the son of Paseah, and
Meshullam, the son of Besodeiah, made good the old doorway; they put its
boards in place andput up its doors, with their locks and rods. 7By their side
were working Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men
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of Gibeon and of Mizpah from the seat of the ruler across the river. 8Near
themwasworking Uzziel, the son of Harhaiah, the gold-worker. And by him
was Hananiah, one of the perfume-makers, building up Jerusalem as far as
the wide wall. 9Near themwas working Rephaiah, the son of Hur, the ruler
of half Jerusalem. 10By his side was Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph, opposite
his house. And by him was Hattush, the son of Hashabneiah. 11Malchijah,
the son of Harim, and Hasshub, the son of Pahath-moab, were working on
another part, and the tower of the ovens. 12Near themwas Shallum, the son
of Hallohesh, the ruler of half Jerusalem, with his daughters. 13Hanun and
the people of Zanoah were working on the doorway of the valley; they put
it up and put up its doors, with their locks and rods, and a thousand cubits
of wall as far as the doorway where the waste material was placed. 14And
Malchijah, the son of Rechab, the ruler of the division of Beth-haccherem,
made good the doorway of thewaste, building it up and putting up its doors,
with their locks and rods. 15And Shallun, the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of
the division of Mizpah, made good the doorway of the fountain, building it
up and covering it and putting up its doors, with their locks and rods, with
the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king's garden, as far as the steps which
go down from the town of David. 16 By his side was working Nehemiah,
the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the division of Beth-zur, as far as the place
opposite the last resting-places of David's family, and the pool which was
made and the house of the men of war. 17 Then came the Levites, Rehum,
the sonofBani. Byhis sidewasworkingHashabiah, ruler of half thedivision
of Keilah, for his division. 18After himwereworking their brothers, Bavvai,
the sonofHenadad, ruler of half thedivisionofKeilah. 19Andbyhis sidewas
working Ezer, the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, making good another
part opposite the way up to the store of arms at the turning of the wall.
20 After him Baruch, the son of Zabbai, was hard at work on another part,
from the turning of the wall to the door of the house of Eliashib, the chief
priest. 21 After him Meremoth, the son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, was
working on another part, from the door of the house of Eliashib as far as
the end of his house. 22After him were working the priests, the men of the
lowland. 23After them came Benjamin and Hasshub, opposite their house.
After themAzariah, the son ofMaaseiah, the son of Ananiah,made good the
wall by thehousewherehehimselfwas living. 24AfterhimBinnui, the sonof
Henadad, was working on another part, from the house of Azariah as far as
the turning of thewall and the angle. 25Palal, the son of Uzai, made good the
wall opposite the angle and the towerwhich comes out from the higher part
of the king's house, by the open space of the watch. After him was Pedaiah,
the son of Parosh. 26 (Now the Nethinim were living in the Ophel, as far as
the place facing the water doorway to the east, and the tower which comes
out.) 27After him the Tekoites were making good another part, opposite the
great tower which comes out, and up to the wall of the Ophel. 28 Further
on, past the horse doorway, the priests were at work, every one opposite
his house. 29After them Zadok, the son of Immer, was working opposite his
house. And after him Shemaiah, the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the east
door. 30After himHananiah, the son of Shelemiah, andHanun, the sixth son
of Zalaph, were making good another part. After him Meshullam, the son
of Berechiah,made good thewall opposite his room. 31After himMalchijah,
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one of the gold-workers to theNethinimand the traders,made good thewall
opposite the doorway of Hammiphkad and as far as theway up to the angle.
32Andbetween thewayup to the angle and the sheep door, the gold-workers
and the traders made good the wall.

4
1Now, Sanballat, hearing that we were building the wall, was very angry,

and in his wrath made sport of the Jews. 2 And in the hearing of his
countrymen and the army of Samaria he said, What are these feeble Jews
doing? will they make themselves strong? will they make offerings? will
they get thework done in a day? will theymake the stones which have been
burned comeagain out of the dust? 3NowTobiah theAmmonitewas byhim,
and he said, Such is their building that if a fox goes up it, their stonewallwill
be broken down. 4Give ear, O our God, for we are looked down on: let their
words of shame be turned back on themselves, and let them be given up to
wasting in a land where they are prisoners: 5 Let not their wrongdoing be
covered or their sin washed away from before you: for they havemade you
angry before the builders. 6Sowewent on building thewall; and all thewall
was joined together half-way up: for the people were working hard. 7 But
when it came to the ears of Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians and the
Ammonites and the Ashdodites, that the building of the walls of Jerusalem
was going forward and the broken places were beingmade good, theywere
full of wrath; 8 And they made designs, all of them together, to come and
make an attack on Jerusalem, causing trouble there. 9 But we made our
prayer to God, and had men on watch against them day and night because
of them. 10And Judah said, The strength of the workmen is giving way, and
there ismuchwastematerial; it is impossible for us to put up thewall. 11And
those whowere against us said, Without their knowledge andwithout their
seeing us, we will come among them and put them to death, causing the
work to come to a stop. 12And it came about that when the Jews who were
living near them came, they said to us ten times, From all directions they
are coming against us. 13 So in the lowest part of the space at the back of the
walls, in theopenplaces, I put thepeopleby families,with their swords, their
spears, and their bows. 14 And after looking, I got up and said to the great
ones and to the chiefs and to the rest of the people, Have no fear of them:
keep in mind the Lord who is great and greatly to be feared, and take up
arms for your brothers, your sons, and your daughters, yourwives and your
houses. 15Andwhen it came to the ears of thosewhowereagainst us, thatwe
had knowledge of their designs and that God hadmade their purpose come
to nothing, we all went back to the wall, everyone to his work 16And from
that time, half ofmyservantsweredoing theirpart of thework, andhalf kept
the spears andbody-covers and thebowsand themetalwar-dresses; and the
chiefs were at the back of themen of Judah. 17Those whowere building the
wall and those whoweremovingmaterial did their part, everyoneworking
with one hand, with his spear in the other; 18 Every builder was working
with his sword at his side. And bymy sidewas aman for sounding the horn.
19And I said to the great ones and the chiefs and the rest of the people, The
work is great and widely spaced and we are far away from one another on
the wall: 20Wherever you may be when the horn is sounded, come here to
us; our God will be fighting for us. 21 So we went on with the work: and half
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of themhad spears in their hands from thedawnof themorning till the stars
were seen. 22And at the same time I said to the people, Let everyonewith his
servant come inside Jerusalem for the night, so that at night they may keep
watch for us, and go onworking by day. 23 So not one of us, I or my brothers
or my servants or the watchmen who were with me, took off his clothing,
everyone went armed to the water.

5
1 Then there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against

their countrymen the Jews. 2 For there were some who said, We, our sons
and our daughters, are a great number: let us get grain, so that we may
have food for our needs. 3 And there were some who said, We are giving
our fields and our vine-gardens and our houses for debt: let us get grain
becausewe are in need. 4And therewere otherswho said,Wehave givenup
our fields and our vine-gardens to get money for the king's taxes. 5But our
flesh is the same as the flesh of our countrymen, and our children as their
children: and now we are giving our sons and daughters into the hands of
others, to be their servants, and some of our daughters are servants even
now: andwe have no power to put a stop to it; for othermen have our fields
andourvine-gardens. 6Andonhearing theiroutcryandwhat they said Iwas
very angry. 7And after turning it over in my mind, I made a protest to the
chiefs and the rulers, and said to them, Every one of you is taking interest
from his countryman. And I got together a great meeting of protest. 8And
I said to them, We have given whatever we were able to give, to make our
brothers the Jews free, whowere servants and prisoners of the nations: and
would younowgiveupyourbrothers for aprice, andare they tobecomeour
property? Then they said nothing, answering not a word. 9And I said,What
youaredoing isnot good: is it not themorenecessary for you to go in the fear
of our God, because of the shame which the nations may put on us? 10Even
I andmy servants have been taking interest for themoney and the grainwe
have let them have. So now, let us give up this thing. 11Give back to them
this very day their fields, their vine-gardens, their olive-gardens, and their
houses, aswell as a hundredth part of themoney and the grain and thewine
and the oil which you have taken from them. 12Then they said, Wewill give
them back, and take nothing for them; we will do as you say. Then I sent for
thepriests andmade themtakeanoath that theywouldkeep this agreement.
13And shaking out the folds ofmy robe, I said, Somay God send out fromhis
house and his work every man who does not keep this agreement; even so
let him be sent out and made as nothing. And all the meeting of the people
said, So be it, and gave praise to the Lord. And the people did as they had
said. 14Now from the time when I was made ruler of the people in the land
of Judah, fromthe twentiethyear till the thirty-secondyearofArtaxerxes the
king, for twelve years, I and my servants have never taken the food which
was the right of the ruler. 15But earlier rulerswhowere beforememade the
people responsible for their upkeep, and took from them bread andwine at
the rate of forty shekels of silver; andeven their servantswere lords over the
people: but I did not do so, because of the fear of God. 16And I kept on with
the work of this wall, and we got no land for ourselves: and all my servants
werehelpingwith thework. 17Andmore than this, ahundredandfiftyof the
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Jews and the rulerswere guests atmy table, in addition to thosewho came to
us from the nations round about us. 18Now the foodmade ready for one day
was one ox and six fat sheep, as well as fowls; and once in ten days a store of
all sorts of wine: but all the same, I did not take the food to which the ruler
had a right, because the people were crushed under a hard yoke. 19Keep in
mind, Omy God, for my good, all I have done for this people.

6
1Now when word was given to Sanballat and Tobiah and to Geshem the

Arabian and to the rest of our haters, that I had done the building of thewall
and that therewere nomore broken places in it (though even then I had not
put up thedoors in thedoorways); 2Sanballat andGeshemsent tome saying,
Come, let us have a meeting in one of the little towns in the lowland of Ono.
But their purpose was to do me evil. 3And I sent men to them saying, I am
doing a great work, so that it is not possible for me to come down: is the
work to be stopped while I go away from it and come down to you? 4 And
four times they sent to me in this way, and I sent them the same answer.
5Then Sanballat sent his servant tome a fifth timewith an open letter in his
hand; 6 And in it these words were recorded: It is said among the nations,
and Geshem says so, that you and the Jews are hoping to make yourselves
free from the king's authority; and that this iswhy you are building thewall:
and they say that it is your purpose to be their king; 7 And that you have
prophets preaching about you in Jerusalem, and saying, There is a king in
Judah: now an account of these things will be sent to the king. So come now,
and let us have a discussion. 8 Then I sent to him, saying, No such things as
you say are being done, they are only a fiction you have made up yourself.
9 For they were hoping to put fear in us, saying, Their hands will become
feeble and give up the work so that it may not get done. But now, O God,
make my hands strong. 10And I went to the house of Shemaiah, the son of
Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us have a
meeting in the house of God, inside the Temple, and let the doors be shut: for
they will come to put you to death; truly, in the night they will come to put
you to death. 11And I said, Am I the sort of man to go in flight? what man,
in my position, would go into the Temple to keep himself safe? I will not go
in. 12 Then it became clear to me that God had not sent him: he had given
this word of a prophet against me himself: and Tobiah and Sanballat had
given him money to do so. 13 For this reason they had given him money, in
order that I might be overcome by fear and do what he said and do wrong,
and so they would have reason to say evil about me and put shame on me.
14 Keep in mind, O my God, Tobiah and Sanballat and what they did, and
Noadiah, the woman prophet, and the rest of the prophets whose purpose
was to put fear into me. 15 So the wall was complete on the twenty-fifth day
of themonth Elul, in fifty-two days. 16Andwhen our haters hadnews of this,
all the nations round about uswere full of fear andwere greatly shamed, for
they saw that this work had been done by our God. 17And further, in those
days the chiefs of Judah sent a number of letters to Tobiah, and his letters
came to them. 18For in Judah therewere a number of peoplewho hadmade
anagreementbyoathwithhim, becausehewas the son-in-lawof Shecaniah,
the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan had taken as his wife the daughter
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of Meshullam, the son of Berechiah. 19And they saidmuch beforeme of the
good he had done, and gave him accounts of my words. And Tobiah sent
letters with the purpose of causingme fear.

7
1Now when the building of the wall was complete and I had put up the

doors, and the door-keepers and themusic-makers and the Levites hadbeen
given their places, 2 I made my brother Hanani, and Hananiah, the ruler of
the tower, responsible for the government of Jerusalem: for he was a man
of good faith, fearing God more than most. 3And I said to them, Do not let
the doors of Jerusalem be open till the sun is high; and while the watchmen
are in their places, let the doors be shut and locked: and let the people of
Jerusalembeput onwatch, everyone inhiswatch, oppositehis house. 4Now
the townwaswide and great: but the people in it were only a small number,
and the houses had not been put up. 5 And my God put it into my heart to
get together the rulers and the chiefs and the people so that they might be
listed by families. And I came across a record of the names of those who
came up at the first, and in it I saw these words: 6 These are the people of
the divisions of the kingdom, among those who had been made prisoners
by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and taken away by him, who
went back to Jerusalem and Judah, every one to his town; 7Who came with
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the
people of Israel: 8 The children of Parosh, two thousand, one hundred and
seventy-two. 9The children of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-two.
10The children of Arah, six hundred andfifty-two. 11The children of Pahath-
moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand, eight hundred and
eighteen. 12 The children of Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-four.
13 The children of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-five. 14 The children of
Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 15 The children of Binnui, six hundred
and forty-eight. 16 The children of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight.
17 The children of Azgad, two thousand, three hundred and twenty-two.
18The children of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-seven. 19The children of
Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-seven. 20 The children of Adin, six hundred
and fifty-five. 21 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 22 The
children of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight. 23 The children of
Bezai, three hundred and twenty-four. 24The children of Hariph, a hundred
and twelve. 25 The children of Gibeon, ninety-five. 26 The men of Beth-
lehem and Netophah, a hundred and eighty-eight. 27 The men of Anathoth,
a hundred and twenty-eight. 28Themen of Beth-azmaveth, forty-two. 29The
men of Kiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-
three. 30 The men of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one. 31 The
men of Michmas, a hundred and twenty-two. 32 The men of Beth-el and Ai,
a hundred and twenty-three. 33Themen of the other Nebo, fifty-two. 34The
children of the other Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-four. 35 The
children of Harim, three hundred and twenty. 36 The children of Jericho,
three hundred and forty-five. 37The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven
hundred and twenty-one. 38 The children of Senaah, three thousand, nine
hundred and thirty. 39 The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the family
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of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three. 40 The children of Immer, a
thousandandfifty-two. 41The childrenof Pashhur, a thousand, twohundred
and forty-seven. 42The children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen. 43The
Levites: the children of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah,
seventy-four. 44 The music-makers: the children of Asaph, a hundred and
forty-eight. 45 The door-keepers: the children of Shallum, the children of
Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita,
the children of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-eight. 46 The Nethinim: the
children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 47 The
children of Keros, the children of Sia, the children of Padon, 48The children
of Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the children of Salmai, 49 The children
of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, 50 The children of
Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 51 The children of
Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, 52 The children of
Besai, the children ofMeunim, the children ofNephushesim, 53The children
of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 54The children
of Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 55 The children
of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah, 56 The children of
Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 57 The children of Solomon's servants: the
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children of Perida, 58 The
children of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 59 The
children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth-
hazzebaim, the children of Amon. 60 All the Nethinim and the children of
Solomon's servants were three hundred and ninety-two. 61 All these were
the people who went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, and
Immer; but because they had no knowledge of their fathers' families or
offspring, itwasnot certain if theywere Israelites: 62ThechildrenofDelaiah,
the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two.
63 And of the priests: the children of Hobaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the
children of Barzillai, who was married to one of the daughters of Barzillai
the Gileadite, and took their name. 64 They made search for their record
among the lists of families, but their names were nowhere to be seen, so
they were looked on as unclean and no longer priests. 65And the Tirshatha
said that they were not to have the most holy things for their food, till a
priest came to give decision by the Urim and Thummim. 66 The number of
all the people together was forty-two thousand, three hundred and sixty;
67As well as their men-servants and their women-servants, of whom there
were seven thousand, three hundred and thirty-seven; and they had two
hundred and forty-five men and women to make music. 68 They had seven
hundred and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty-five transport beasts;
69 Four hundred and thirty-five camels, six thousand, seven hundred and
twenty asses. 70And some of the heads of families gavemoney for thework.
The Tirshatha gave into the store a thousand darics of gold, fifty basins,
five hundred and thirty priests' robes. 71And some of the heads of families
gave into the store for the work twenty thousand darics of gold, and two
thousand, two hundred pounds of silver. 72 And that which the rest of the
people gave was twenty thousand darics of gold, and two thousand pounds
of silver, and sixty-seven priests' robes. 73 So the priests and the Levites
and the door-keepers and themusic-makers and some of the people and the
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Nethinim, and all Israel, were living in their towns.

8
1And when the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their

towns. And all the people came together like oneman into the wide place in
front of the water-doorway; and theymade a request to Ezra the scribe that
he would put before them the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had
given to Israel. 2And Ezra the priest put the law before the meeting of the
people, before themen andwomen and all thosewhowere able to take it in,
on the first day of the seventh month. 3He was reading it in the wide place
in front of thewater-doorway, from earlymorning till themiddle of the day,
in the hearing of all those men and women whose minds were able to take
it in; and the ears of all the people were open to the book of the law. 4And
Ezra the scribe took his place on a tower of wood which they had made for
the purpose; and by his side were placedMattithiah and Shema and Anaiah
and Uriah and Hilkiah and Maaseiah on the right; and on the left, Pedaiah
andMishael andMalchijahandHashumandHashbaddanah, Zechariahand
Meshullam. 5 And Ezra took the book, opening it before the eyes of all the
people (for he was higher than the people); and when it was open, all the
peoplegot to their feet: 6AndEzragavepraise to theLord, thegreatGod. And
all thepeople in answer said, Sobe it, so be it; liftingup their hands; andwith
bent heads they gave worship to the Lord, going down on their faces to the
earth. 7And Jeshua and Bani and Sherebiah and Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodiah,Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites
made the law clear to the people: and the people kept in their places. 8And
they gave out the words of the book the law of God, clearly, and gave the
sense of it, so that their minds were able to take it in. 9And Nehemiah, who
was the Tirshatha, and Ezra, the priest and scribe, and the Leviteswhowere
the teachers of the people, said to all the people, This day is holy to the Lord
yourGod; let therebeno sorroworweeping; for all thepeoplewereweeping
on hearing the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, Go away now, and
take the fat for your foodand the sweet for yourdrink, and send some tohim
for whom nothing is made ready: for this day is holy to our Lord: and let
there be no grief in your hearts; for the joy of the Lord is your strong place.
11 So the Levites made all the people quiet, saying, Be quiet, for the day is
holy; and do not give way to grief. 12And all the people went away to take
food anddrink, and to send food to others, and to be glad, because thewords
which were said to them had been made clear. 13 And on the second day
the heads of families of all the people and the priests and the Levites came
together to Ezra the scribe, to give attention to the words of the law. 14And
they saw that it was recorded in the law that the Lord had given orders by
Moses, that the children of Israelwere to have tents for their living-places in
the feast of the seventh month: 15 And that they were to give out an order,
and make it public in all their towns and in Jerusalem, saying, Go out to the
mountain and get olive branches and branches of field olives and ofmyrtle,
andpalmbranchesandbranchesof thick trees, tomake tents, as it says in the
book. 16And the people went out and got them and made themselves tents,
every one on the roof of his house, and in the open spaces and in the open
squares of thehouse ofGod, and in thewideplace of thewater-doorway, and
the wide place of the doorway of Ephraim. 17All the people who had been
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prisoners and had come back, made tents andwere living in them: for from
the time of Jeshua, the son of Nun, till that day, the children of Israel had not
done so. And there was very great joy. 18And day by day, from the first day
till the last, he was reading from the book of the law of God. And they kept
the feast for seven days: and on the eighth day there was a holy meeting, as
it is ordered in the law.

9
1Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the children of Israel came

together, taking no food and putting haircloth and dust on their bodies.
2And the seed of Israel made themselves separate from all themen of other
nations, publicly requesting forgiveness for their sins and the wrongdoing
of their fathers. 3 And for a fourth part of the day, upright in their places,
they were reading from the book of the law of their God; and for a fourth
part of the day they were requesting forgiveness and worshipping the Lord
their God. 4 Then Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah,
Bani, and Chenani took their places on the steps of the Levites, crying in a
loud voice to the Lord their God. 5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel,
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah said, Get
up and give praise to the Lord your God for ever and ever. Praise be to your
great namewhich is lifted up high over all blessing and praise. 6You are the
Lord, even you only; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens with
all their armies, the earth and all things in it, the seas and everything in
them; and you keep them from destruction: and the armies of heaven are
your worshippers. 7 You are the Lord, the God, who took Abram and made
him yours, guiding him from Ur of the Chaldees, and gave him the name of
Abraham; 8You saw that his heart was true to you, andmade an agreement
with him to give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite and the
Perizzite and the Jebusite and the Girgashite, even to give it to his seed, and
you have done what you said; for righteousness is yours: 9And you saw the
trouble of our fathers in Egypt, and their cry came to your ears by the Red
Sea; 10And you did signs and wonders on Pharaoh and all his servants and
all the people of his land; for you saw how cruel they were to them. So you
got yourself a name as it is today. 11By you the sea was parted before them,
so that they went through the sea on dry land; and those who went after
them went down into the deep, like a stone into great waters. 12 And you
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night,
to give them light on the way they were to go. 13 And you came down on
Mount Sinai, and your voice came to them from heaven, giving them right
decisions and true laws, good rules and orders: 14And you gave themword
of your holy Sabbath, and gave themorders and rules and a law, by the hand
ofMoses your servant: 15And you gave them bread from heavenwhen they
were in need, andmadewater come out of the rock for their drink, and gave
them orders to go in and take for their heritage the land which your hand
had been lifted up to give them. 16 But they and our fathers, in their pride,
made their necks stiff, and gave no attention to your orders, 17 And would
not do them, andgaveno thought to thewonders youhaddoneamong them;
butmade their necks stiff, and turning away from you, made a captain over
themselves to take them back to their prison in Egypt: but you are a God of
forgiveness, full of grace and pity, slow to wrath and great in mercy, and
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you did not give them up. 18 Even when they had made for themselves an
ox of metal, and said, This is your God who took you up out of Egypt, and
had done somuch tomake you angry; 19Even then, in your greatmercy, you
did not give them up in the waste land: the pillar of cloud still went before
them by day, guiding them on their way, and the pillar of fire by night, to
give them light, and make clear the way they were to go. 20 And you gave
your good spirit to be their teacher, and did not keep back yourmanna from
their mouths, and gave them water when they had need of it. 21 Truly, for
forty years youwere their support in the waste land, and they were in need
of nothing; their clothing did not get old or their feet become tired. 22And
you gave them kingdoms and peoples, making distribution to them in every
part of the land: so they took for their heritage the land of Sihon, even the
land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og, king of Bashan. 23And you
made their childrenas great innumberas the stars ofheaven, and took them
into the land, of which you had said to their fathers that they were to go in
and take it for themselves. 24 So the children went in and took the land, and
you overcame before them the people of the land, the Canaanites, and gave
themup into their hands, with their kings and the people of the land, so that
they might do with them whatever it was their pleasure to do. 25And they
took walled towns and a fat land, and became the owners of houses full of
all good things, water-holes cut in the rock, vine-gardens and olive-gardens
and a wealth of fruit-trees: so they had food enough and became fat, and
had joy in the good you gave them. 26But theywere hard-hearted, andwent
against your authority, turning their backs on your law, andputting to death
your prophets, who gave witness against them with the purpose of turning
them back again to you, and they did much to make you angry. 27 And so
you gave them up into the hands of their haters who were cruel to them:
and in the time of their trouble, when they made their prayer to you, you
gave ear to them fromheaven; and in your greatmercy gave them saviours,
who made them free from the hands of their haters. 28 But when they had
rest, they did evil again before you: so you gave them into the hands of their
haters, who had rule over them: but when they came back and made their
prayer to you, you gave ear to them from heaven; again and again, in your
mercy, you gave them salvation; 29 And gave witness against them so that
you might make them come back again to your law: but their hearts were
lifted up, and they gave no attention to your orders and went against your
decisions (which, if a man keeps them, will be life to him), and turning their
backs on you, made their necks stiff and did not give ear. 30 Year after year
you put upwith them, and gavewitness against themby your spirit through
your prophets: still they did not give ear: and so you gave them up into the
hands of the peoples of the lands. 31Even then, in your great mercy, you did
not put an end to them completely, or give them up; for you are a God of
grace and mercy. 32And now, our God, the great, the strong, the God who is
to be feared, who keeps faith and mercy, let not all this trouble seem small
to you, which has come on us, and on our kings and our rulers and on our
priests and our prophets and our fathers and on all your people from the
time of the kings of Assyria till this day. 33But still, you have been in the right
in everything which has come on us; you have been true to us, but we have
done evil: 34And our kings, our rulers, our priests, and our fathers have not
keptyour laworgivenattention toyourordersandyourwitness,withwhich
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you gave witness against them. 35 For they have not been your servants in
their kingdom, and in all the good things you gave them, and in the great and
fat land you gave them, and they have not been turned away from their evil-
doing. 36Now, today, we are servants, and as for the land which you gave to
our fathers, so that theproduce of it and the goodmight be theirs, see,weare
servants in it: 37And it givesmuch increase to the kings whom you have put
over us because of our sins: and they have power over our bodies and over
our cattle at their pleasure, and we are in great trouble. 38And because of
all this we are making an agreement in good faith, and putting it in writing;
and our rulers, our Levites, and our priests are putting their names to it.

10
1 Now those who put down their names were Nehemiah the Tirshatha,

the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur,
Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth,
Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these were the priests. 9 And the Levites:
by name, Jeshua, the son of Azaniah, Binnui, of the sons of Henadad,
Kadmiel, 10And their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13Hodiah, Bani,
Beninu. 14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu,
Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah,
Azzur, 18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19Hariph, Anathoth, Nobai, 20Magpiash,
Meshullam,Hezir, 21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22Pelatiah,Hanan, Anaiah,
23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25 Rehum,
Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 And Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim,
Baanah. 28 And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the door-
keepers, the music-makers, the Nethinim, and all those who had made
themselves separate from the peoples of the lands, to keep the law of God,
their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone who had knowledge
and wisdom; 29 They were united with their brothers, their rulers, and put
themselves under a curse and an oath, to keep their steps in theway of God's
law, which was given by Moses, the servant of God, and to keep and do all
the orders of the Lord, our Lord, and his decisions and his rules; 30And that
we would not give our daughters to the peoples of the lands, or take their
daughters for our sons; 31 And if the peoples of the lands come to do trade
in goods or food on the Sabbath day, that we would do no trade with them
on the Sabbath or on a holy day: and that in the seventh yearwewould take
no payment from any debtor. 32 And we made rules for ourselves, taxing
ourselves a third of a shekel every year for the upkeep of the house of our
God; 33For the holy bread, and for the regularmeal offering and the regular
burned offering on the Sabbaths and at the new moon and the fixed feasts,
and for the sin-offerings to take away the sin of Israel, and for all thework of
the house of our God. 34And we, the priests and the Levites and the people,
made selection, by the decision of the Lord, of those who were to take the
wood offering into the house of God, by families at the regular times, year
by year, to be burned on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is recorded in the
law; 35And to take thefirst-fruits of our land, and thefirst-fruits of every sort
of tree, year by year, into the house of the Lord; 36As well as the first of our
sons and of our cattle, as it is recorded in the law, and the first lambs of our
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herds and of our flocks, which are to be taken to the house of our God, to the
priests who are servants in the house of our God: 37And that wewould take
the first of our rough meal, and our lifted offerings, and the fruit of every
sort of tree, and wine and oil, to the priests, to the rooms of the house of our
God; and the tenth of the produce of our land to the Levites; for they, the
Levites, take a tenth in all the towns of our ploughed land. 38And the priest,
the son of Aaron, is to be with the Levites, when the Levites take the tenths:
and the Levites are to take a tenth of the tenths into the house of our God, to
the rooms, into the store-house; 39For the children of Israel and the children
of Levi are to take the lifted offering of the grain and wine and oil into the
rooms where the vessels of the holy place are, together with the priests and
the door-keepers and the makers of music: and we will not give up caring
for the house of our God.

11
1 And the rulers of the people were living in Jerusalem: the rest of the

people made selection, by the decision of chance, of one out of every ten
to be living in Jerusalem, the holy town; the other nine to go to the other
towns. 2 And the people gave a blessing to all the men who were freely
offering to take up their places in Jerusalem. 3Now these are the chiefs of
the divisions of the country who were living in Jerusalem: but in the towns
of Judah everyone was living on his heritage in the towns, that is, Israel, the
priests, the Levites, the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants.
4And in Jerusalem there were living certain of the children of Judah and of
Benjamin. Of the children of Judah: Athaiah, the son of Uzziah, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel,
of the children of Perez; 5And Maaseiah, the son of Baruch, the son of Col-
hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of
Zechariah, the son of the Shilonite. 6All the sons of Perez living in Jerusalem
were four hundred and sixty-eight men of good position. 7 And these are
the sons of Benjamin: Sallu, the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son
of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the
son of Jeshaiah. 8 And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-
eight. 9 And Joel, the son of Zichri, was their overseer; and Judah, the son
of Hassenuah, was second over the town. 10Of the priests: Jedaiah, the son
of Joiarib, Jachin, 11 Seraiah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the
son of Zadok, the son ofMeraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of
God, 12And their brotherswhodid thework of the house, eight hundred and
twenty-two; and Adaiah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of
Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, 13And
his brothers, heads of families, two hundred and forty-two; and Amashsai,
the son of Azarel, the son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of
Immer, 14And their brothers, men of war, a hundred and twenty-eight; and
their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim. 15 And of the Levites:
Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah,
the son of Bunni, 16And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs of the Levites,
who were responsible for the outside business of the house of God; 17 And
Mattaniah, the son of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who had to
give the first note of the song of praise in prayer, and Bakbukiah, the second
amonghis brothers, andAbda, the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son
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of Jeduthun. 18All theLevites in theholy townwere twohundredandeighty-
four. 19 In addition the door-keepers, Akkub, Talmon, and their brothers
who kept watch at the doors, were a hundred and seventy-two. 20And the
rest of Israel, of the priests, the Levites, were in all the towns of Judah, every
one in his heritage. 21 But the Nethinim were living in the Ophel; and Ziha
and Gishpa were over the Nethinim. 22 And the overseer of the Levites
at Jerusalem was Uzzi, the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of
Mattaniah, the son ofMica, of the sons of Asaph, themusic-makers, whowas
over thebusinessof thehouseofGod. 23For therewasanorder fromtheking
about them and a regular amount for themusic-makers, for their needs day
byday. 24AndPethahiah, the sonofMeshezabel, of the sons of Zerah, the son
of Judah, was the king's servant in everything to do with the people. 25And
for the daughter-towns with their fields, some of the men of Judah were
living inKiriath-arbaand its daughter-towns, and inDibonand its daughter-
towns, and in Jekabzeel and its daughter-towns, 26 And in Jeshua, and in
Moladah, and Beth-pelet, 27 And in Hazar-shual, and in Beer-sheba and its
daughter-towns, 28 And in Ziklag, and in Meconah and its daughter-towns,
29 And in En-rimmon, and in Zorah, and in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam
and their daughter-towns, Lachish and its fields, Azekah and its daughter-
towns. So they were living from Beer-sheba to the valley of Hinnom. 31And
the children of Benjaminwere living fromGeba, at Michmash and Aija, and
at Beth-el and its daughter-towns, 32 At Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor,
Ramah, Gittaim, 34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 Lod and Ono, the valley of
expert workers. 36And of the Levites, certain divisions in Judahwere joined
to Benjamin.

12
1 Now these are the priests and the Levites who went up with Zerubba-

bel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah,
Malluch, Hattush, 3Shecaniah, Rehum,Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,
5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok,
Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of the priests and of their brothers
in the days of Jeshua. 8And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah,
Judah, andMattaniah,whowas over themusic-makers, he andhis brothers.
9 And Bakbukiah and Unno, their brothers, were opposite them in their
watches. 10And Jeshuawas the father of Joiakim, and Joiakimwas the father
of Eliashib, and Eliashib was the father of Joiada, 11 And Joiada was the
father of Jonathan, and Jonathan was the father of Jaddua. 12 And in the
days of Joiakim there were priests, heads of families: of Seraiah, Meraiah;
of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14Of
Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15Of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth,
Helkai; 16Of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17Of Abijah, Zichri;
of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; 18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah,
Jehonathan; 19And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20Of Sallai, Kallai;
of Amok, Eber; 21OfHilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel. 22The Levites
in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were listed as
heads of families; and the priests, when Darius the Persian was king. 23The
sons of Levi, heads of families, were recorded in the book of the histories,
even till the days of Johanan, the son of Eliashib. 24 And the chiefs of the
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Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua, the son of Kadmiel, with their
brothers opposite them, to give blessing and praise as ordered by David, the
man of God, watch against watch. 25Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were door-keepers keeping the watch at the
store-houses of the doors. 26 These were in the days of Joiakim, the son
of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the ruler and
of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 27 And when the time came for the wall of
Jerusalem to be made holy, they sent for the Levites out of all their places
to come to Jerusalem, to keep the feast with joy, andwith praise andmelody,
with brass and corded instruments of music. 28And the sons of the music-
makers came together from the lowland round about Jerusalem and from
the daughter-towns of the Netophathites, 29And from Beth-gilgal and from
the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for themusic-makers hadmade daughter-
towns for themselves round about Jerusalem. 30 And the priests and the
Levites made themselves clean; and they made the people clean, and the
doorways and the wall. 31 Then I made the rulers of Judah come up on the
wall, and I put in position two great bands of themwho gave praise, walking
in ordered lines; one went to the right on the wall, in the direction of the
doorway where the waste was put; 32 And after them went Hoshaiah and
half of the rulers of Judah, 33 And Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 34 Judah
andBenjaminandShemaiahand Jeremiah, 35Andcertainof thepriests' sons
withwind instruments; Zechariah, the sonof Jonathan, the sonof Shemaiah,
the son ofMattaniah, the son ofMicaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph,
36And his brothers, Shemaiah, and Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel
and Judah, Hanani, with the music-instruments of David, the man of God;
and Ezra the scribewas at their head; 37And by the doorway of the fountain
and straight in front of them, theywent up by the steps of the town of David,
at the slope up of the wall, over the house of David, as far as the water-
doorway to the east. 38 And the other band of those who gave praise went
to the left, and I went after them with half the people, on the wall, over
the tower of the ovens, as far as the wide wall; 39And over the doorway of
Ephraim and by the old door and the fish door and the tower of Hananel
and the tower of Hammeah, as far as the sheep door: and at the doorway
of the watchmen they came to a stop. 40 So the two bands of those who gave
praise took up their positions in the house of God, and I andhalf of the chiefs
withme: 41And thepriests; Eliakim,Maaseiah,Miniamin,Micaiah, Elioenai,
Zechariah, and Hananiah, with wind instruments; 42 And Maaseiah and
ShemaiahandEleazarandUzzi and JehohananandMalchijahandElamand
Ezer. And themakers ofmelodymade their voices loud,with Jezrahiah their
overseer. 43 And on that day they made great offerings and were glad; for
God had made them glad with great joy; and the women and the children
were glad with them: so that the joy of Jerusalem came to the ears of those
who were far off. 44And on that day certain men were put over the rooms
where the things which had been given were stored, for the lifted offerings
and the first-fruits and the tenths, and to take into them the amounts, from
the fields of every town, fixed by the law for the priests and the Levites: for
Judah was glad on account of the priests and the Levites who were in their
places. 45 And they kept the watch of their God, and were responsible for
making things clean, and so did the music-makers and the door-keepers, as
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it was ordered byDavid and Solomonhis son. 46For in the days of David and
Asaph in the past, therewas amaster of themusic, and songs of blessing and
praise to God. 47And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of
Nehemiahgavewhatwasneededby themusic-makersand thedoor-keepers
day by day: and theymade the offerings holy for the Levites; and the Levites
did the same for the sons of Aaron.

13
1On that day there was a reading from the book of Moses in the hearing

of the people; and they saw that it said in the book that no Ammonite or
Moabite might ever come into the meeting of God; 2 Because they did not
give the children of Israel bread andwater when they came to them, but got
Balaam to put a curse on them: though the curse was turned into a blessing
by our God. 3 So after hearing the law, they took out of Israel all the mixed
people. 4 Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who had been placed over
the rooms of the house of our God, being a friend of Tobiah, 5 Had made
ready for him a great room, where at one time they kept the meal offerings,
the perfume, and the vessels and the tenths of the grain and wine and oil
which were given by order to the Levites and the music-makers and the
door-keepers, and the lifted offerings for the priests. 6 But all this time I
was not at Jerusalem: for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of
Babylon, I went to the king; and after some days, I got the king to let me go,
7And I came to Jerusalem; and itwas clear tomewhat evil Eliashib haddone
for Tobiah, in making ready for him a room in the buildings of the house
of God. 8 And it was evil in my eyes: so I had all Tobiah's things put out of
the room. 9 Then I gave orders, and they made the rooms clean: and I put
back in them the vessels of the house of God, with the meal offerings and
the perfume. 10 And I saw that the Levites had not been given what was
needed for their support; so that the Levites and themusic-makers, who did
thework, had gone away, everyone tohis field. 11Then Imadeprotests to the
chiefs, and said, Why has the house of God been given up? And I got them
together and put them in their places. 12Then all Judah camewith the tenth
part of the grain and wine and oil and put it into the store-houses. 13 And
I made controllers over the store-houses, Shelemiah the priest and Zadok
the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and with them was Hanan, the son
of Zaccur the son of Mattaniah: they were taken to be true men and their
business was the distribution of these things to their brothers. 14 Keep me
in mind, O my God, in connection with this, and do not let the good which
I have done for the house of my God and its worship go from your memory
completely. 15 In those days, I saw in Judah somewhowere crushing grapes
on the Sabbath, and getting in grain and putting it on asses; as well as wine
and grapes and figs and all sorts of goods which they took into Jerusalem on
the Sabbathday: and I gavewitness against themon thedaywhen theywere
marketing food. 16And there were men of Tyre there, who came with fish
andall sorts of goods, tradingwith the childrenof Judahand in Jerusalemon
the Sabbath. 17Then Imade protests to the chiefs of Judah, and said to them,
What is this evil which you are doing, not keeping the Sabbath day holy?
18Did not your fathers do the same, and did not our God send all this evil on
us and on this town? but you are causing more wrath to come on Israel by
not keeping the Sabbath holy. 19And so, when the streets of Jerusalemwere
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getting dark before the Sabbath, I gave orders for the doors to be shut and
not to be open again till after the Sabbath: and I put some of my servants
by the door so that nothing might be taken in on the Sabbath day. 20 So the
traders in all sorts of goods took their night's rest outside Jerusalem once or
twice. 21Then I gavewitness against them and said,Why are youwaiting all
night by the wall? if you do so again I will have you taken prisoners. From
that time they did not come again on the Sabbath. 22And I gave the Levites
orders tomake themselves clean and comeandkeep the doors andmake the
Sabbath holy. Keep this in mind to my credit, O my God, and havemercy on
me, for great is your mercy. 23 And in those days I saw the Jews who were
married to women of Ashdod and Ammon and Moab: 24And their children
were talking half in the language of Ashdod; they had no knowledge of the
Jews' language, butmadeuseof the languageof the twopeoples. 25AndI took
up the cause against them, cursing them and giving blows to some of them
and pulling out their hair; and Imade them take an oath by God, saying, You
are not to give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your
sons or for yourselves. 26Was it not in these things that Solomon, king of
Israel, did wrong? among a number of nations there was no king like him,
and hewas dear to his God, and Godmade him king over all Israel: but even
he was made to do evil by strange women. 27 Are we then without protest
to let you do all this great evil, sinning against our God by taking strange
women for your wives? 28And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib,
the chief priest, was son-in-law to Sanballat theHoronite: so I sent himaway
fromme. 29Keep them inmind, Omy God, because they have put shame on
the priests' name and on the agreement of the priests and the Levites. 30 So
I made them clean from all strange people, and had regular watches fixed
for the priests and for the Levites, everyone in hiswork; 31And for thewood
offering, at fixed times, and for the first fruits. Keep me in mind, O my God,
for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1Now it came about in the days of Ahasuerus, (that Ahasuerus who was
ruler of a hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdom, from India
as far as Ethiopia:) 2 That in those days, when King Ahasuerus was ruling
in Shushan, his strong town, 3 In the third year of his rule he gave a feast to
all his captains and his servants; and the captains of the army of Persia and
Media, the great men and the rulers of the divisions of his kingdom, were
present before him; 4And for a long time, even a hundred and eighty days,
he let them see all the wealth and the glory of his kingdom and the great
power and honour which were his. 5 And at the end of that time, the king
gave a feast for all the peoplewhowere present in Shushan, the king's town,
small aswell as great, for sevendays, in the outer square of the garden of the
king's house. 6There were fair hangings of white and green and blue, fixed
with cords of purple and the best linen to silver rings and pillars of polished
stone: the seatswereof goldand silver onafloorof redandwhite andyellow
and black stone. 7 And they gave them drink in gold vessels, every vessel
being different, andwine of the kingdom, freely given by the king. 8And the
drinking was in keeping with the law; no one was forced: for the king had
given orders to all the chief servants of his house to do as was pleasing to
every man. 9And Vashti the queen gave a feast for the women in the house
of King Ahasuerus. 10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was
glad with wine, he gave orders to Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven unsexed servants who were waiting
beforeAhasuerus the king, 11That Vashti the queenwas to comebefore him,
crownedwithher crown, and let the people and the captains see her: for she
wasverybeautiful. 12Butwhen the servants gaveher theking's order, Vashti
the queen said she would not come: then the king was very angry, and his
heart was burning with wrath. 13 And the king said to the wise men, who
had knowledge of the times, (for this was the king's way with all who were
expert in law and in the giving of decisions: 14And second only to himwere
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the
seven rulers of Persia andMedia, whowere friends of the king, and had the
first places in the kingdom:) 15What is to be done by law to Vashti the queen,
because she has not done what King Ahasuerus, by his servants, gave her
orders to do? 16 And before the king and the captains, Memucan gave his
answer: Vashti the queen has done wrong, not only to the king, but to all
the captains and to all the peoples in all the divisions of the kingdomof King
Ahasuerus; 17For news of what the queen has done will come to the ears of
all women, and they will no longer give respect to their husbands when it
is said to them, King Ahasuerus gave orders for Vashti the queen to come
before him and she came not. 18And the wives of the captains of Persia and
Media, hearing what the queen has done, will say the same to all the king's
captains. So there will be much shame and wrath. 19 If it is pleasing to the
king, let an order go out from him, and let it be recorded among the laws of
the Persians and the Medes, so that it may never be changed, that Vashti is
never again to come before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her place
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to another who is better than she. 20Andwhen this order, given by the king,
is made public through all his kingdom (for it is great), all the wives will
give honour to their husbands, great as well as small. 21And this suggestion
seemedgood to theking and the captains; and thekingdid asMemucan said;
22And sent letters to all the divisions of the kingdom, to every division in the
writing commonly used there, and to every people in the language which
was theirs, saying that every man was to be the ruler in his house, and that
this order was to be given out in the language of his people.

2
1After these things, when the king's feelings were calmer, the thought of

Vashti and what she had done and the order he hadmade against her, came
back to his mind. 2 Then the servants who were waiting on the king said
to him, Let search be made for some fair young virgins for the king: 3 Let
the king give authority to certain men in all the divisions of his kingdom, to
get together all the fair young virgins and send them to Shushan, the king's
town, to the women's house, under the care of Hegai, the king's servant, the
keeper of the women: and let the things needed for making them clean be
given to them; 4And let the girl who is pleasing to the king be queen in place
ofVashti. And thekingwaspleasedwith this suggestion; andhedid so. 5Now
there was a certain Jew in Shushan namedMordecai, the son of Jair, the son
of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; 6Who had been taken away from
Jerusalem among thosewho had beenmade prisonerwith Jeconiah, king of
Judah, when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had taken him away. 7And
he had been a father to Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his father's
brother: for she had no father or mother, and she was very beautiful; and
when her father andmotherwere dead,Mordecai took her for his daughter.
8So when the ordermade by the king was publicly given out, and a number
of girls had been placed in the care of Hegai in the king's house in Shushan,
Esther was taken into the king's house and put in the care of Hegai, the
keeper of the women. 9 And he was pleased with the girl and was kind to
her; and he quickly gave her what was needed for making her clean, and
the things which were hers by right, and seven servant-girls who were to
be hers from the king's house: and he had her and her servant-girls moved
to the best place in the women's part of the house. 10 Esther had not said
what family or people she came from, for Mordecai had given her orders
not to do so. 11And every day Mordecai took his walk before the square of
the women's house, to see how Esther was and what would be done to her.
12Now every girl, when her turn came, had to go in to King Ahasuerus, after
undergoing, for a space of twelve months, what was ordered by the law for
the women (for this was the time necessary for making them clean, that is,
six months with oil of myrrh and sixmonths with sweet perfumes and such
things as are needed for making women clean): 13And in this way the girl
went in to the king; whatever she had a desire for was given to her to take
withher fromthewomen'shouse into thehouseof theking. 14 In theevening
she went, and on the day after she came back to the second house of the
women, into the keeping of Shaashgaz, one of the king's unsexed servants
who had the care of the king's wives: only if the king had delight in her and
sent for her by name did she go in to him again. 15Nowwhen the time came
for Esther, the daughter of Abihail, his father's brother, whomMordecai had
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taken as his daughter, to go in to the king, she made request for nothing but
what Hegai, the king's servant and keeper of thewomen, had given her. And
Esther was looked on kindly by all who saw her. 16 So Esther was taken in to
King Ahasuerus in his house in the tenthmonth, which is themonth Tebeth,
in the seventh year of his rule. 17And Esther was more pleasing to the king
thanall thewomen, and tohis eyes shewas fairer andmore full of grace than
all the other virgins: so he put his crownonher head andmadeher queen in
place of Vashti. 18Then the king gave a great feast for all his captains and his
servants, even Esther's feast; and he gave orders through all the divisions
of his kingdom for a day of rest fromwork, and gave wealth from his store.
19 And when the virgins came together in the second house of the women,
Mordecai took his seat in the doorway of the king's house. 20Esther had still
said nothing of her family or her people, as Mordecai had given her orders;
for Esther did what Mordecai said, as when she was living with him. 21 In
those days, while Mordecai was seated at the king's doorway, two of the
king's servants, Bigthan and Teresh, keepers of the door, being angry, were
looking for a chance tomake an attack onKing Ahasuerus. 22AndMordecai,
having knowledge of their purpose, sent word of it to Esther the queen; and
Esther gave the news to the king inMordecai's name. 23Andwhen the thing
had been looked into, it was seen to be true, and the two of them were put
to death by hanging on a tree: and it was put down in the records before the
king.

3
1After these things, by the order of the king, Haman, the son of Hamme-

datha the Agagite, was lifted up and given a position of honour and a higher
place than all the other captains who were with him. 2 And all the king's
servantswhowere in theking's housewentdown to the earthbeforeHaman
and gave him honour: for so the king had given orders. But Mordecai did
not go down before him or give him honour. 3Then the king's servants who
were in the king's house said to Mordecai, Why do you go against the king's
order? 4Now when they had said this to him day after day and he gave no
attention, they let Haman have news of it, to see if Mordecai's behaviour
would be overlooked: for he had said to them that he was a Jew. 5 And
when Haman saw that Mordecai did not go down before him and give him
honour, Haman was full of wrath. 6 But it was not enough for him to make
an attack onMordecai only; for they hadmade clear to himwhoMordecai's
people were; so Haman made it his purpose to put an end to all the Jews,
evenMordecai's people, through all the kingdom of Ahasuerus. 7 In the first
month, themonth Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, from day to
day and frommonth to month they went on looking for a sign given by Pur
(that is chance) before Haman, till the sign came out for the thirteenth day
of the twelfthmonth, themonth Adar. 8AndHaman said to King Ahasuerus,
There is a certain nation living here and there in small groups among the
people in all the divisions of your kingdom; their laws are different from
those of any other nation, and they do not keep the king's laws: for this
reason it is not right for the king to let them be. 9 If it is the king's pleasure,
let a statement ordering their destruction be put in writing: and I will give
to those responsible for the king's business, ten thousand talents of silver for
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theking's store-house. 10And theking tookhis ring fromhishandandgave it
to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the hater of the Jews. 11And
the king said toHaman, Themoney is yours, and the people, to dowith them
whatever seems right to you. 12Thenon the thirteenthdayof thefirstmonth,
the king's scribes were sent for, and they put in writing Haman's orders
to all the king's captains and the rulers of every division of his kingdom
and the chiefs of every people: for every division of the kingdom in the
writing commonly used there, and to every people in the language which
was theirs; it was signed in the name of King Ahasuerus and stamped with
the king's ring. 13And letters were sent by the runners into every division of
the kingdom ordering the death and destruction of all Jews, young and old,
little children and women, on the same day, even the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, the month Adar, and the taking of all their goods by force.
14A copy of thewriting, to bemade public in every part of the kingdom, was
sent out to all the peoples, so that they might be ready when that day came.
15The runners went out quickly by the king's order, and a public statement
wasmade in Shushan: and the king and Haman tookwine together: but the
town of Shushanwas troubled.

4
1 Now when Mordecai saw what was done, pulling off his robe, he put

on haircloth, with dust on his head, and went out into the middle of the
town, crying out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 And he came even before
the king's doorway; for no one might come inside the king's door clothed
in haircloth. 3And in every part of the kingdom, wherever the king's word
and his order came, there was great sorrow among the Jews, and weeping
and crying and going without food; and numbers of them were stretched
on the earth coveredwith dust and haircloth. 4AndEsther'swomen and her
servants cameandgaveherwordof it. Thengreatwas thegrief of thequeen:
and she sent robes for Mordecai, so that his clothing of haircloth might be
taken off; but he would not have them. 5Then Esther sent for Hathach, one
of the king's unsexed servants whom he had given her for waiting on her,
and she gave him orders to go toMordecai and seewhat this was andwhy it
was. 6SoHathachwent out and sawMordecai in theopen squareof the town
before the king's doorway. 7AndMordecai gave him an account ofwhat had
taken place, and of the amount of money which Haman had said he would
put into theking's store for thedestructionof the Jews. 8Andhegavehim the
copy of the orderwhichhadbeen given out in Shushan for their destruction,
ordering him to let Esther see it, and tomake it clear to her; and to say to her
that she was to go in to the king, requesting his mercy, and making prayer
forherpeople. 9AndHathachcamebackandgaveEstheranaccountofwhat
Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther sent Hathach to say to Mordecai: 11 It is
common knowledge among all the king's servants and the people of every
part of the kingdom, that if anyone, man or woman, comes to the king in his
inner roomwithout being sent for, there is only one law for him, that he is to
beput todeath; only those towhomtheking's rodofgold is stretchedoutmay
keep their lives: but I have not been sent for to come before the king these
thirty days. 12And they said thesewords toMordecai. 13ThenMordecai sent
this answer back to Esther: Do not have the idea that you in the king's house
will be safe from the fate of all the Jews. 14 If at this time you say nothing,
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thenhelp and salvationwill come to the Jews fromsomeother place, but you
and your father's familywill come to destruction: andwho is to say that you
have not come to the kingdom even for such a time as this? 15 Then Esther
sent themback toMordecai with this answer: 16Go, get together all the Jews
who are present in Shushan, and go without food for me, taking no food or
drinknight or day for three days: and I andmywomenwill do the same; and
so I will go in to the king, which is against the law: and if death is to be my
fate, then let it come. 17SoMordecaiwent awayanddid everything as Esther
had said.

5
1Nowon the third day, Esther put onher queen's robes, and tookher place

in the inner room of the king's house, facing the king's house: and the king
was seated on his high seat in the king's house, facing the doorway of the
house. 2Andwhen the king sawEsther the queenwaiting in the inner room,
looking kindly on her he put out the rod of gold in his hand to her. So Esther
came near and put her fingers on the top of the rod. 3 Then the king said,
What is your desire, Queen Esther, andwhat is your request? I will give it to
you, even to the half of my kingdom. 4And Esther in answer said, If it seems
good to the king, let the king and Haman come today to the feast which I
have made ready for him. 5Then the king said, Let Haman come quickly, so
that what Esther has said may be done. So the king and Haman came to the
feast which Esther had made ready. 6 And while they were drinking wine
the king said to Esther, What is your prayer? for it will be given to you and
what is your request? for it will be done, even to the half of my kingdom.
7 Then Esther said in answer, My prayer and my request is this: 8 If I have
the king's approval, and if it is the king's pleasure to give memy prayer and
do my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast which I will make
ready for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said. 9 Then on that
dayHamanwent out full of joy and glad in heart; butwhenhe sawMordecai
in the king's doorway, and he did not get to his feet or give any sign of fear
before him, Haman was full of wrath against Mordecai. 10 But controlling
himself, hewent tohishouse; andhesent forhis friendsandZeresh, hiswife.
11And he gave them an account of the glories of his wealth, and the number
of childrenhehad, and theways inwhichhehadbeenhonouredby theking,
and how he had put him over the captains and servants of the king. 12And
Haman said further, Truly, Esther the queen let no man but myself come in
to the feast which she had made ready for the king; and tomorrow again I
am to be her guest with the king. 13But all this is nothing to me while I see
Mordecai the Jew seated by the king's doorway. 14Then his wife Zeresh and
all his friends said to him, Let a pillar, fifty cubits high, be made ready for
hanging him, and in themorning get the king to give orders for the hanging
ofMordecai: then youwill be able to go to the feast with the kingwith a glad
heart. And Haman was pleased with the suggestion, and he had the pillar
made.

6
1That night the kingwas unable to get any sleep; and he sent for the books

of the records; and while some one was reading them to the king, 2 It came
out that it was recorded in the book how Mordecai had given word of the
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designs of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's servants, keepers of the
door, by whom an attack on the king had been designed. 3 And the king
said, What honour and reward have been given to Mordecai for this? Then
the servants who were waiting on the king said, Nothing has been done for
him. 4Then the king said, Who is in the outer room? NowHaman had come
into the outer room to get the king's authority for the hanging of Mordecai
on the pillar which he had made ready for him. 5 And the king's servants
said to him, See, Haman is waiting in the outer room. And the king said,
Let him come in. 6 So Haman came in. And the king said to him, What is
to be done to the man whom the king has delight in honouring? Then the
thought came intoHaman'smind,Whom,more thanmyself, would the king
have pleasure in honouring? 7 And Haman, answering the king, said, For
the man whom the king has delight in honouring, 8Let them take the robes
which the king generally puts on, and the horse onwhich the king goes, and
the crown which is on his head: 9And let the robes and the horse be given
to one of the king's most noble captains, so that they may put them on the
man whom the king has delight in honouring, and let him go on horseback
through the streets of the town, with men crying out before him, So let it
be done to the man whom the king has delight in honouring. 10 Then the
king said to Haman, Go quickly, and take the robes and the horse, as you
have said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, who is seated at the king's
doorway: see that you do everything as you have said. 11Then Haman took
the robes and the horse, and dressing Mordecai in the robes, he made him
go on horseback through the streets of the town, crying out before him, So
let it be done to the man whom the king has delight in honouring. 12 And
Mordecai came back to the king's doorway. But Haman went quickly back
to his house, sad and with his head covered. 13 And Haman gave his wife
Zeresh and all his friends an account ofwhat had taken place. Then hiswise
men and his wife Zeresh said to him, If Mordecai, who is starting to get the
better of you, is of the seed of the Jews, you will not be able to do anything
against him, but you will certainly go down before him. 14While they were
still talking, theking's servants came to takeHaman to the feastwhichEsther
hadmade ready.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to take wine with Esther the queen. 2And

the king said to Esther again on the second day, while they were drinking,
What is your prayer, Queen Esther? for it will be given to you; and what is
your request? for it will be done, even to the half of my kingdom. 3 Then
Esther the queen, answering, said, If I have your approval, O king, and if it is
the king's pleasure, letmy life be given tome in answer tomyprayer, andmy
people at my request: 4For we are given up, I andmy people, to destruction
and death and to be cut off. If we had been taken as men-servants and
women-servants for a price, I would have said nothing, for our trouble is
little in comparisonwith theking's loss. 5ThenKingAhasuerus said toEsther
the queen, Who is he and where is he who has had this evil thought in his
heart? 6 And Esther said, Our hater and attacker is this evil Haman. Then
Haman was full of fear before the king and the queen. 7 And the king in
his wrath got up from the feast and went into the garden: and Haman got
to his feet to make a prayer for his life to Esther the queen: for he saw that
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the king's purpose was evil against him. 8 Then the king came back from
the garden into the room where they had been drinking; and Haman was
stretched out on the seat where Esther was. Then the king said, Is he taking
the queen by force before my eyes in my house? And while the words were
on the king's lips, they put a cloth over Haman's face. 9Then Harbonah, one
of the unsexed servants waiting before the king, said, See, the pillar fifty
cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai, who said a good word for
the king, is still in its place in Haman's house. Then the king said, Put him
to death by hanging him on it. 10SoHamanwas put to death by hanging him
on the pillar he hadmade for Mordecai. Then the king's wrath became less.

8
1 That day the king gave all the family of Haman, the hater of the Jews,

to Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had
made clear what he was to her. 2 And the king took off his ring, which he
had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther put Mordecai
over the family of Haman. 3Then Esther again came before the king, falling
down at his feet, and made request to him with weeping, that he would put
a stop to the evil purposes of Haman the Agagite and the designs which he
hadmade against the Jews. 4Then the king put out the rod of gold to Esther,
and she got up before the king. 5 And she said, If it is the king's pleasure
and if I have his approval and this thing seems right to the king and I am
pleasing to him, then let letters be sent giving orders against those which
Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, sent out for the destruction of
the Jews in all divisions of the kingdom: 6For how is it possible forme to see
the evilwhich is to overtakemynation? howmay I see the destruction ofmy
people? 7ThenKingAhasuerus said to Esther the queen and toMordecai the
Jew, See now, I have given Esther the family of Haman, and he has come to
his death by hanging, because hemade an attack on the Jews. 8So now send
a letter about the Jews, writing whatever seems good to you, in the king's
name, and stamping it with the king's ring: for a writing signed in the king's
name and stamped with the king's ring may not be changed. 9 Then at that
time, on the twenty-third day of the third month, which is the month Sivan,
the king's scribes were sent for; and everything ordered by Mordecai was
put in writing and sent to the Jews and the captains and the rulers and the
chiefs of all the divisions of the kingdom from India to Ethiopia, a hundred
and twenty-seven divisions, to every division in thewriting commonly used
there, and to every people in their language, and to the Jews in their writing
and their language. 10 The letters were sent in the name of King Ahasuerus
and stampedwith his ring, and theywere taken bymen onhorseback, going
on the quick-running horses used for the king's business, the offspring of
his best horses: 11 In these letters the king gave authority to the Jews in every
town to come together andmake afight for their lives, and to senddeath and
destruction on the power of any people in any part of the kingdomattacking
themor their children or theirwomen, and to take their goods from themby
force, 12On one day in every division of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, that is,
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month Adar. 13A copy of the
writing, to bemade public as an order in every division of the kingdom,was
given out to all the peoples, so that the Jews might be ready when that day
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came togivepunishment to theirhaters. 14So themenwentout on thequick-
running horses used on the king's business, wasting no time and forced on
by the king's order; and the orderwas given out in Shushan, the king's town.
15AndMordecaiwent out frombefore the king, dressed in king-like robes of
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold and clothing of purple and
the best linen: and all the town of Shushan gave loud cries of joy. 16And the
Jews had light and joy and honour. 17And in every part of the kingdom and
in every town, wherever the king's letter and his order came, the Jews were
glad with great joy, and had a feast and a good day. And a great number of
the people of the land became Jews: for the fear of the Jews had come on
them.

9
1 Now on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month

Adar, when the time came for the king's order to be put into effect, on the
very day when the haters of the Jews had been hoping to have rule over
them; though the opposite had come about, and the Jews had rule over
their haters; 2 On that day, the Jews came together in their towns through
all the divisions of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, for the purpose of attacking
all those who were attempting evil against them: and everyone had to give
way before them, for the fear of them had come on all the peoples. 3 And
all the chiefs and the captains and the rulers and those who did the king's
business gave support to the Jews; because the fearofMordecai hadcomeon
them. 4ForMordecaiwasgreat in theking'shouse, andwordofhimwentout
through every part of the kingdom: for the man Mordecai became greater
and greater. 5 So the Jews overcame all their attackers with the sword and
with death and destruction, and did to their haters whatever they had a
desire todo. 6And inShushan the Jewsput todeathfivehundredmen. 7They
put to death Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha, 10 The ten sons of Haman the son
ofHammedatha, thehaterof the Jews; but theyputnot ahandonanyof their
goods. 11On that day the number of those who had been put to death in the
town of Shushan was given to the king. 12 And the king said to Esther the
queen, The Jews have put five hundred men to death in Shushan, as well as
the ten sons ofHaman: what thenhave they done in the rest of the kingdom!
Nowwhat is yourprayer? for itwill be given to you;what other request have
you? and it will be done. 13 Then Esther said, If it is the king's pleasure, let
authority be given to the Jews in Shushan to do tomorrow as has been done
today, and let orders be given for thehangingofHaman's ten sons. 14And the
king said that this was to be done, and the order was given out in Shushan,
and the hanging of Haman's ten sonswas effected. 15For the Jewswhowere
in Shushan came together again on the fourteenth day of the month Adar
and put to death three hundred men in Shushan; but they put not a hand
on their goods. 16And the other Jews in every division of the kingdom came
together, fighting for their lives, and got salvation from their haters and put
seventy-five thousand of them to death; but they did not put a hand on their
goods. 17 This they did on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the
fourteenth day of the samemonth they took their rest, and made it a day of
feasting and joy. 18But the Jews in Shushan came together on the thirteenth
and on the fourteenth day of the month; and on the fifteenth day they took
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their rest, andmade it a day of feasting and joy. 19So the Jews of the country
places living in unwalled townsmake the fourteenth day of themonth Adar
a day of feasting and joy and a good day, a day for sending offerings one
to another. 20 And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in every division
of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, near and far, 21 Ordering them to keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and the fifteenth day of the same month,
every year, 22As days on which the Jews had rest from their haters, and the
month which for them was turned from sorrow to joy, and from weeping
to a good day: and that they were to keep them as days of feasting and joy,
of sending offerings to one another and good things to the poor. 23And the
Jews gave their word to go on as they had been doing and as Mordecai had
given them orders in writing; 24 Because Haman, the son of Hammedatha
the Agagite, the hater of all the Jews, hadmade designs for their destruction,
attempting to get a decision by Pur (that is, chance)with a view to putting an
end to them and cutting them off; 25 But when the business was put before
the king, he gave orders by letters that the evil design which he had made
against the Jews was to be turned against himself; and that he and his sons
were to be put to death by hanging. 26 So these days were named Purim,
after the name of Pur. And so, because of the words of this letter, and of
what they had seen in connection with this business, and what had come
to them, 27 The Jews made a rule and gave an undertaking, causing their
seed and all those who were joined to them to do the same, so that it might
be in force for ever, that they would keep those two days, as ordered in the
letter, at the fixed time every year; 28And that those days were to be kept in
memory through every generation and every family, in every division of the
kingdom and every town, that theremight never be a timewhen these days
of Purim would not be kept among the Jews, or when the memory of them
would go from theminds of their seed. 29ThenEsther thequeen, daughter of
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, sent a second letter giving the force of their
authority to theorderabout thePurim. 30Andhesent letters toall the Jews in
the hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with
truewords of peace, 31Giving the force of law to these days of Purim at their
fixed times, as they had been ordered by Mordecai the Jew and Esther the
queen, and inkeepingwith the rules theyhadmade for themselves and their
seed, in connection with their time of going without food and their cry for
help. 32 The order given by Esther gave the force of law to the rules about
the Purim; and it was recorded in the book.

10
1And King Ahasuerus put a tax on the land and on the islands of the sea.

2Andall his acts of power andhis great strength and the full story of the high
placewhich the king gaveMordecai, are they not recorded in the book of the
history of the kings ofMedia and Persia? 3ForMordecai the Jewwas second
only toKingAhasuerus, andgreat among the Jewsandrespectedby thebody
of his countrymen; working for the good of his people, and saying words of
peace to all his seed.
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The Book of
Job

1There was aman in the land of Uz whose namewas Job. Hewas without
sin and upright, fearing God and keeping himself far from evil. 2 And he
had seven sons and three daughters. 3And of cattle he had seven thousand
sheep and goats, and three thousand camels, and a thousand oxen, and five
hundred she-asses, and a very great number of servants. And the man was
greater than any of the sons of the east. 4 His sons regularly went to one
another's houses, and every one on his day gave a feast: and at these times
they sent for their three sisters to take part in their feasts with them. 5And
at the end of their days of feasting, Job sent and made them clean, getting
up early in the morning and offering burned offerings for them all. For,
Job said, It may be that my sons have done wrong and said evil of God in
their hearts. And Job did this whenever the feasts came round. 6And there
was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the Lord, and the
Satan camewith them. 7And the Lord said to the Satan,Where do you come
from? And the Satan said in answer, From wandering this way and that on
the earth, and walking about on it. 8 And the Lord said to the Satan, Have
you taken note of my servant Job, for there is no one like him on the earth, a
manwithout sin andupright, fearingGodandkeepinghimself far fromevil?
9And the Satan said in answer to the Lord, Is it for nothing that Job is a god-
fearing man? 10Have you yourself not put a wall round him and his house
and all he has on every side, blessing the work of his hands, and increasing
his cattle in the land? 11But now, put out your hand against all he has, and
he will be cursing you to your face. 12And the Lord said to the Satan, See, I
give all he has into your hands, only do not put a finger on theman himself.
And the Satan went out from before the Lord. 13And there was a day when
his sons and daughters were feasting in the house of their oldest brother,
14And aman came to Job, and said, The oxenwere ploughing, and the asses
were taking their food by their side: 15And the men of Sheba came against
them and took them away, putting the young men to the sword, and I was
the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 16 And this one was
still talking when another came, and said, The fire of God came down from
heaven, burning up the sheep and the goats and the youngmen completely,
and I was the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 17And this
one was still talking when another came, and said, The Chaldaeans made
themselves into three bands, and came down on the camels and took them
away, putting the young men to the sword, and I was the only one who got
awaysafe togiveyou thenews. 18Andthisonewasstill talkingwhenanother
came, and said, Your sonsandyourdaughterswere feasting together in their
oldest brother's house, 19When a great wind came rushing from the waste
landagainst the four sides of thehouse, and it camedownon the youngmen,
and they are dead; and I was the only one who got away safe to give you
the news. 20 Then Job got up, and after parting his clothing and cutting off
his hair, he went down on his face to the earth, and gave worship, and said,
21With nothing I came out of my mother's body, and with nothing I will go
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back there; the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; let the Lord's name
be praised. 22 In all this Job did no sin, and did not say that God's acts were
foolish.

2
1And there was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the

Lord, and the Satan camewith them. 2And theLord said to the Satan,Where
do you come from? And the Satan said in answer, Fromwandering this way
and that on the earth, and walking about on it. 3 And the Lord said to the
Satan, Have you taken note ofmy servant Job, for there is no one like him on
the earth, a man without sin and upright, fearing God and keeping himself
far from evil? and he still keeps his righteousness, though you have been
moving me to send destruction on him without cause. 4And the Satan said
inanswer to theLord, Skin for skin, all amanhashewill give forhis life. 5But
now, if you only put your hand on his bone and his flesh, hewill certainly be
cursing you to your face. 6And the Lord said to the Satan, See, he is in your
hands, only do not take his life. 7 And the Satan went out from before the
Lord, and sent on Job an evil disease coveringhis skin fromhis feet to the top
of his head. 8And he took a broken bit of a pot, and, seated in the dust, was
rubbing himself with the sharp edge of it. 9Andhiswife said to him, Are you
still keeping your righteousness? Say a curse against God, and put an end to
yourself. 10And he said to her, You are talking like one of the foolishwomen.
If we take the good God sends us, are we not to take the evil when it comes?
In all this Job kept his lips from sin. 11And Job's three friends hadword of all
this evil which had come on him. And they came every one from his place,
Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.
So they came together to a meeting-place, in order that they might go and
make clear to Job their grief for him, and give him comfort. 12And lifting up
their eyes when theywere still far off, it did not seem that theman they saw
was Job because of the change in him. And they gave way to bitter weeping,
with signs of grief, and put dust on their heads. 13And they took their seats
on the earth by his side for seven days and seven nights: but no one said a
word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.

3
1 Then, opening his mouth, and cursing the day of his birth, 2 Job made

answer and said, 3Let destruction take the day ofmy birth, and the night on
which it was said, Aman child has come into theworld. 4That day— let it be
dark; let not God take note of it from on high, and let not the light be shining
on it; 5Let thedarkand theblacknight take it for themselves; let it be covered
with a cloud; let the dark shades of day send fear on it. 6That night— let the
thickdark take it; let it nothave joyamong thedaysof theyear; let it not come
into the number of the months. 7As for that night, let it have no fruit; let no
voice of joy be sounded in it; 8 Let it be cursed by those who put a curse on
the day; who are ready to make Leviathan awake. 9Let its morning stars be
dark; let it be looking for light, butmay it not have any; let it not see the eyes
of the dawn. 10Because it did not keep the doors of my mother's body shut,
so that trouble might be veiled frommy eyes. 11Why did death not take me
when I came out of my mother's body, why did I not, when I came out, give
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up my last breath? 12Why did the knees take me, or why the breasts that
they might give me milk? 13 For then I might have gone to my rest in quiet,
and in sleep have been in peace, 14With kings and thewise ones of the earth,
who put up great houses for themselves; 15Orwith rulerswho had gold, and
whose houses were full of silver; 16Or as a child dead at birth I might never
have come into existence; like young children who have not seen the light.
17There the passions of the evil are over, and thosewhose strength has come
to an end have rest. 18 There the prisoners are at peace together; the voice
of the overseer comes not again to their ears. 19The small and the great are
there, and the servant is free from his master. 20Why does he give light to
him who is in trouble, and life to the bitter in soul; 21To those whose desire
is for death, but it comes not; who are searching for it more than for secret
wealth; 22Who are gladwith great joy, and full of delight when they come to
their last resting-place; 23 To a man whose way is veiled, and who is shut in
by God? 24 In place of my food I have grief, and cries of sorrow come from
me likewater. 25For I have a fear and it comes onme, andmyheart is greatly
troubled. 26 I have no peace, no quiet, and no rest; nothing but pain comes
onme.

4
1AndEliphaz theTemanitemadeanswerandsaid, 2 If one saysaword,will

it be a weariness to you? but who is able to keep from saying what is in his
mind? 3Truly, you have been a helper to others, and you have made feeble
hands strong; 4Hewhowas near to falling has been lifted up by yourwords,
and youhave given strength to bent knees. 5But now it has come on you and
it is a weariness to you; you are touched by it and yourmind is troubled. 6 Is
not your fear of God your support, and your upright way of life your hope?
7Have you ever seendestruction come to anuprightman? orwhenwere the
god-fearing ever cut off? 8What I have seen is that those by whom trouble
has been ploughed, and evil planted, get the same for themselves. 9 By the
breath of God destruction takes them, and by thewind of his wrath they are
cut off. 10Though the noise of the lion and the sounding of his voice, may be
loud, the teeth of the young lions are broken. 11The old lion comes to his end
forneedof food, and theyoungof the she-liongowandering inall directions.
12Aword was given to me secretly, and the low sound of it came tomy ears.
13 In troubled thoughts from visions of the night, when deep sleep comes on
men, 14 Fear came on me and shaking, and my bones were full of trouble;
15And a breath was moving over my face; the hair of my flesh became stiff:
16Somethingwaspresent beforeme, but Iwasnot able to see it clearly; there
was a form before my eyes: a quiet voice came to my ears, saying: 17May a
man be upright before God? or a man be clean before his Maker? 18 Truly,
he puts no faith in his servants, and he sees error in his angels; 19Howmuch
more those living in houses of earth, whose bases are in the dust! They are
crushedmore quickly than an insect; 20Betweenmorning and evening they
are completely broken; they come to an end for ever, and no one takes note.
21 If their tent-cord is pulled up, do they not come to an end, and without
wisdom?

5
1Give now a cry for help; is there anyone who will give you an answer?
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and to which of the holy ones will you make your prayer? 2 For wrath is
the cause of death to the foolish, and he who has no wisdom comes to his
end through passion. 3 I have seen the foolish taking root, but suddenly the
curse came onhis house. 4Nowhis children have no safe place, and they are
crushedbefore the judges, for no one takes up their cause. 5Their produce is
takenbyhimwhohasno food, and their grain goes to the poor, andhewho is
in need of water gets it from their spring. 6For evil does not come out of the
dust, or trouble out of the earth; 7But trouble isman's fate from birth, as the
flames go up from the fire. 8But as for me, I would make my prayer to God,
and I would put my cause before him: 9Who does great things outside our
knowledge, wonders without number: 10Who gives rain on the earth, and
sends water on the fields: 11 Lifting up those who are low, and putting the
sad in a safe place; 12Who makes the designs of the wise go wrong, so that
they are unable to give effect to their purposes. 13He takes the wise in their
secret designs, and the purposes of the twisted are cut off suddenly. 14 In
the daytime it becomes dark for them, and in the sunlight they go feeling
about as if it was night. 15 But he keeps safe from their sword those who
have no father, and the poor from the power of the strong. 16 So the poor
man has hope, and the mouth of the evil-doer is stopped. 17Truly, that man
is happy who has training from the hand of God: so do not let your heart
be shut to the teaching of the Ruler of all. 18 For after his punishment he
gives comfort, and afterwounding, his handsmake youwell. 19Hewill keep
you safe from six troubles, and in seven no evil will come near you. 20When
there is needof foodhewill keep you fromdeath, and inwar from thepower
of the sword. 21Hewill keep you safe from the evil tongue; and youwill have
no fear of wasting when it comes. 22You will make sport of destruction and
need, and will have no fear of the beasts of the earth. 23 For you will be in
agreement with the stones of the earth, and the beasts of the field will be at
peacewith you. 24Andyouwill be certain that your tent is at peace, andafter
looking over your property you will see that nothing is gone. 25 You will be
certain that your seed will be great, and your offspring like the plants of the
earth. 26Youwill come to your last resting-place in full strength, as the grain
is taken up to the crushing-floor in its time. 27 See, we have made search
with care, and it is so; it has come to our ears; see that you take note of it for
yourself.

6
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2 If only my passionmight bemeasured,

and put into the scales against my trouble! 3 For then its weight would
be more than the sand of the seas: because of this my words have been
uncontrolled. 4 For the arrows of the Ruler of all are present with me, and
their poison goes deep intomy spirit: his armyof fears is put in order against
me. 5Does the ass of the fields give out his voice when he has grass? or does
the oxmake sounds over his food? 6Will aman take foodwhich has no taste
without salt? or is there any taste in the soft substance of purslain? 7My soul
has no desire for such things, they are as disease inmy food. 8 If only Imight
have an answer to my prayer, and God would give me my desire! 9 If only
he would be pleased to put an end to me; and would let loose his hand, so
that I might be cut off! 10 So I would still have comfort, and I would have joy
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in the pains of death, for I have not been false to the words of the Holy One.
11Have I strength to go on waiting, or have I any end to be looking forward
to? 12 Is my strength the strength of stones, or is my flesh brass? 13 I have no
help inmyself, andwisdom is completely gone fromme. 14Hewhoseheart is
shut against his friend has given up the fear of the Ruler of all. 15My friends
have been false like a stream, like streams in the valleys which come to an
end: 16Which are dark because of the ice, and the snow falling into them;
17 Under the burning sun they are cut off, and come to nothing because of
the heat. 18 The camel-trains go out of their way; they go up into the waste
and come to destruction. 19 The camel-trains of Tema were searching with
care, the bands of Sheba were waiting for them: 20They were put to shame
because of their hope; they came and their hope was gone. 21 So have you
now become to me; you see my sad condition and are in fear. 22 Did I say,
Give me something? or, Make a payment for me out of your wealth? 23Or,
Get me out of the power of my hater? or, Give money so that I may be free
from the power of the cruel ones? 24 Give me teaching and I will be quiet;
and make me see my error. 25How pleasing are upright words! but what
force is there in your arguments? 26Mywords may seemwrong to you, but
the words of him who has no hope are for the wind. 27 Truly, you are such
as would give up the child of a deadman to his creditors, andwouldmake a
profit out of your friend. 28Now then, let your eyes be turned tome, for truly
Iwill not saywhat is false to your face. 29Let yourminds be changed, and do
not have an evil opinion ofme; yes, be changed, formy righteousness is still
in me. 30 Is there evil in my tongue? is not the cause of my trouble clear to
me?

7
1Has not man his ordered time of trouble on the earth? and are not his

days like the days of a servant working for payment? 2As a servant desiring
the shades of evening, and a workman looking for his payment: 3 So I have
for my heritage months of pain to no purpose, and nights of weariness are
given to me. 4When I go to my bed, I say, Whenwill it be time to get up? but
the night is long, and I am turning from side to side till morning light. 5My
flesh is coveredwithworms and dust; my skin gets hard and then is cracked
again. 6My days go quicker than the cloth-worker's thread, and come to an
end without hope. 7O, keep in mind that my life is wind: my eye will never
again see good. 8 The eye of him who sees me will see me no longer: your
eyeswill be looking forme, but I will be gone. 9A cloud comes to an end and
is gone; so hewho goes down into the underworld comes not up again. 10He
will not come back to his house, and his place will have nomore knowledge
of him. 11So I will not keepmymouth shut; I will let the words come from it
in the pain of my spirit, my soul will make a bitter outcry. 12Am I a sea, or a
sea-beast, that you put awatch overme? 13When I say, Inmy bed Iwill have
comfort, there I will get rest from my disease; 14 Then you send dreams to
me, and visions of fear; 15 So that a hard death seems better to my soul than
my pains. 16 I have no desire for life, I would not be living for ever! Keep
away from me, for my days are as a breath. 17What is man, that you have
made him great, and that your attention is fixed on him, 18 And that your
hand is on him every morning, and that you are testing him every minute?
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19How long will it be before your eyes are turned away from me, so that I
may have a minute's breathing-space? 20 If I have done wrong, what have
I done to you, O keeper of men? why have you made me a mark for your
blows, so that I am a weariness to myself? 21And why do you not take away
my sin, and letmywrongdoing be ended? for now I go down to the dust, and
you will be searching for mewith care, but I will be gone.

8
1Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2How long will you say

these things, and how long will the words of your mouth be like a strong
wind? 3 Does God give wrong decisions? or is the Ruler of all not upright
in his judging? 4 If your children have done evil against him, then their
punishment is from his hand. 5 If you will make search for God with care,
and put your request before the Ruler of all; 6 If you are clean and upright;
then he will certainly be moved to take up your cause, and will make clear
your righteousness by building up your house again. 7 And though your
start was small, your end will be very great. 8 Put the question now to the
past generations, and give attention to what has been searched out by their
fathers: 9 (For we are but of yesterday, and have no knowledge, because our
days on earth are gone like a shade:) 10Will they not give you teaching, and
say words of wisdom to you? 11 Will the river-plant come up in its pride
without wet earth? will the grass get tall without water? 12When it is still
green, without being cut down, it becomes dry and dead before any other
plant. 13So is the end of all who donot keepGod inmind; and the hope of the
evil-doer comes to nothing: 14Whose support is cut off, and whose hope is
no stronger than a spider's thread. 15He is looking to his family for support,
but it is not there; heputs his hope in it, but it comes tonothing. 16He is full of
strength before the sun, andhis branches go out over his garden. 17His roots
are twisted round the stones, forcing their way in between them. 18 If he is
taken away fromhis place, then it will say, I have not seen you. 19Such is the
joyofhisway, andout of thedust another comesup to takehis place. 20Truly,
God will not give up him who is without sin, and will not take evil-doers by
the hand. 21 The time will come when your mouth will be full of laughing,
and cries of joy will come from your lips. 22Your haters will be clothed with
shame, and the tent of the sinner will not be seen again.

9
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 Truly, I see that it is so: and how is it

possible for a man to get his right before God? 3 If a man was desiring to
go to law with him, he would not be able to give him an answer to one out
of a thousand questions. 4 He is wise in heart and great in strength: who
ever made his face hard against him, and any good came of it? 5 It is he who
takes away the mountains without their knowledge, overturning them in
his wrath: 6Who is moving the earth out of its place, so that its pillars are
shaking: 7Who gives orders to the sun, and it does not give its light; andwho
keeps the stars from shining. 8 By whose hand the heavens were stretched
out, and who is walking on the waves of the sea: 9Who made the Bear and
Orion, and the Pleiades, and the store-houses of the south: 10Whodoes great
things not to be searched out; yes, wonders without number. 11 See, he goes
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pastmeand I seehimnot: he goesonbefore, but I havenoknowledgeofhim.
12 If he puts out his hand to take, by whommay it be turned back? whomay
say to him,What are you doing? 13God's wrathmay not be turned back; the
helpers of Rahab were bent down under him. 14Howmuch less may I give
an answer to him, using the right words in argument with him? 15 Even if
my cause was good, I would not be able to give an answer; I would make
request for grace from him who was against me. 16 If I had sent for him to
be present, and he had come, I would have no faith that he would give ear
to my voice. 17 For I would be crushed by his storm, my wounds would be
increasedwithout cause. 18Hewould not letme takemy breath, but I would
be full of bitter grief. 19 If it is a question of strength, he says, Here I am! and
if it is a question of a cause at law, he says, Who will give me a fixed day?
20 Though I was in the right, he would say that I was in the wrong; I have
done no evil; but he says that I am a sinner. 21 I have done no wrong; I give
no thought to what becomes of me; I have no desire for life. 22 It is all the
same to me; so I say, He puts an end to the sinner and to him who has done
no wrong together. 23 If death comes suddenly through disease, he makes
sport of the fate of those who have done no wrong. 24The land is given into
the power of the evil-doer; the faces of its judges are covered; if not by him,
then who has done it? 25My days go quicker than a post-runner: they go in
flight, they see no good. 26 They go rushing on like reed-boats, like an eagle
dropping suddenly on its food. 27 If I say, Iwill putmy grief out ofmind, Iwill
letmy face be sadno longer and Iwill be bright; 28 I go in fear of allmypains;
I am certain that I will not be free from sin in your eyes. 29 You will not let
me be clear of sin! why then do I take trouble for nothing? 30 If I amwashed
with snowwater, andmakemyhands cleanwith soap; 31Then youwill have
me pushed into the dust, so that I will seem disgusting to my very clothing.
32For he is not aman as I am, that Imight give him an answer, that wemight
come together before a judge. 33There is no one to give a decision between
us, who might have control over us. 34 Let him take away his rod from me
and not send his fear onme: 35Then Iwould saywhat is inmymindwithout
fear of him; for there is no cause of fear inmyself.

10
1My soul is tired of life; I will let my sad thoughts go free in words; my

soul will make a bitter outcry. 2 I will say to God, Do not put me down as a
sinner; make clear tomewhat you have againstme. 3What profit is it to you
to be cruel, to give up the work of your hands, looking kindly on the design
of evil-doers? 4Have you eyes of flesh, or do you see asman sees? 5Are your
days as the days ofman, or your years like his, 6That you take note ofmy sin,
searching aftermywrongdoing, 7Though you see that I amnot an evil-doer;
and there is noonewho is able to take amanout of yourhands? 8Yourhands
made me, and I was formed by you, but then, changing your purpose, you
gave me up to destruction. 9O keep in mind that you made me out of earth;
and will you sendme back again to dust? 10Was I not drained out like milk,
becoming hard like cheese? 11By you I was clothed with skin and flesh, and
joined together with bones and muscles. 12 You have been kind to me, and
your grace has been with me, and your care has kept my spirit safe. 13 But
you kept these things in the secret of your heart; I am certain this was in
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your thoughts: 14 That, if I did wrong, you would take note of it, and would
not make me clear from sin: 15 That, if I was an evil-doer, the curse would
come on me; and if I was upright, my head would not be lifted up, being
full of shame and overcome with trouble. 16And that if there was cause for
pride, you would go after me like a lion; and again put out your wonders
against me: 17 That you would send new witnesses against me, increasing
yourwrath againstme, and letting loose new armies onme. 18Why then did
youmake me come out of mymother's body? It would have been better for
me to have taken my last breath, and for no eye to have seen me, 19And for
me to have been as if I had not been; to have been taken frommy mother's
body straight to my last resting-place. 20 Are not the days of my life small
in number? Let your eyes be turned away from me, so that I may have a
little pleasure, 21Before I go to the place fromwhich I will not come back, to
the land where all is dark and black, 22A land of thick dark, without order,
where the very light is dark.

11
1ThenZophar theNaamathitemadeanswerand said, 2Areall thesewords

to go unanswered? and is a man seen to be right because he is full of talk?
3 Are your words of pride to make men keep quiet? and are you to make
sport, with no one to put you to shame? 4 You may say, My way is clean,
and I am free from sin in your eyes. 5 But if only God would take up the
word, opening his lips in argument with you; 6 And would make clear to
you the secrets of wisdom, and the wonders of his purpose! 7Are you able
to take God's measure, to make discovery of the limits of the Ruler of all?
8 They are higher than heaven; what is there for you to do? deeper than
the underworld, and outside your knowledge; 9Longer inmeasure than the
earth, and wider than the sea. 10 If he goes on his way, shutting a man up
and putting him to death, who may make him go back from his purpose?
11For in his eyes men are as nothing; he sees evil and takes note of it. 12And
so a hollow-mindedmanwill get wisdom, when a young ass of the field gets
teaching. 13But if youput your heart right, stretching out your hands to him;
14 If you put far away the evil of your hands, and let no wrongdoing have a
place in your tent; 15 Then truly your face will be lifted up, with no mark
of sin, and you will be fixed in your place without fear: 16 For your sorrow
will go fromyourmemory, likewaters flowing away: 17And your lifewill be
brighter than day; though it is dark, it will become like the morning. 18And
youwill be safebecause there ishope; after lookinground, youwill takeyour
rest in quiet; 19 Sleeping with no fear of danger; and men will be desiring
to have grace in your eyes; 20 But the eyes of the evil-doers will be wasting
away; their way of flight is gone, and their only hope is the taking of their
last breath.

12
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 No doubt you have knowledge, and

wisdom will come to an end with you. 3 But I have a mind as well as you;
I am equal to you: yes, who has not knowledge of such things as these? 4 It
seems that I am to be as one who is a cause of laughing to his neighbour,
one who makes his prayer to God and is answered! the upright man who
has done no wrong is to be made sport of! 5 In the thought of him who is
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in comfort there is no respect for one who is in trouble; such is the fate of
those whose feet are slipping. 6 There is wealth in the tents of those who
make destruction, and those bywhomGod is moved to wrath are safe; even
thosewhose god is their strength. 7But put nowaquestion to the beasts, and
get teaching from them; or to the birds of the heaven, and they will make it
clear to you; 8Or to the things which go flat on the earth, and they will give
you wisdom; and the fishes of the sea will give you news of it. 9Who does
not see by all these that the hand of the Lord has done this? 10 Inwhose hand
is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all flesh of man. 11 Are
not words tested by the ear, even as food is tasted by the mouth? 12Oldmen
have wisdom, and a long life gives knowledge. 13With him there is wisdom
and strength; power and knowledge are his. 14 Truly, there is no building
up of what is pulled down by him; when a man is shut up by him, no one
may let him loose. 15 Truly, he keeps back the waters and they are dry; he
sends them out and the earth is overturned. 16With him are strength and
wise designs; he who is guided into error, together with his guide, are in his
hands; 17He takes away the wisdom of the wise guides, and makes judges
foolish; 18He undoes the chains of kings, and puts his band on them; 19He
makes priests prisoners, overturning those in safe positions; 20 He makes
the words of responsible persons without effect, and takes away the good
sense of the old; 21He puts shame on chiefs, and takes away the power of the
strong; 22Uncoveringdeep thingsoutof thedark, andmaking thedeepshade
bright; 23 Increasingnations, and sendingdestructionon them;makingwide
the lands of peoples, and then giving them up. 24He takes away the wisdom
of the rulers of the earth, and sends themwandering in awastewhere there
is no way. 25 They go feeling about in the dark without light, wandering
without help like those overcomewith wine.

13
1Truly, my eye has seen all this, word of it has come to my ear, and I have

knowledge of it. 2The same things are inmymind as in yours; I am equal to
you. 3 But I would have talk with the Ruler of all, and my desire is to have
an argumentwith God. 4But you put a false face on things; all your attempts
to put things right are of no value. 5 If only you would keep quiet, it would
be a sign of wisdom! 6Give ear to the argument of mymouth, and take note
of the words of my lips. 7Will you say in God's name what is not right, and
put false words into his mouth? 8Will you have respect for God's person in
this cause, and put yourselves forward as his supporters? 9Will it be good
for you to be searched out by him, or have you the thought that he may be
guided into error like a man? 10He will certainly put you right, if you have
respect for persons in secret. 11 Will not his glory put you in fear, so that
yourheartswill be overcomebeforehim? 12Yourwise sayings are only dust,
and your strong places are only earth. 13Keep quiet, and let me say what is
in my mind, whatever may come to me. 14 I will take my flesh in my teeth,
and put my life in my hand. 15 Truly, he will put an end to me; I have no
hope; but I will not give way in argument before him; 16And that will bemy
salvation, for an evil-doer would not come before him, 17Give ear with care
to my words, and keep what I say in your minds. 18 See now, I have put my
cause in order, and I am certain that I will be seen to be right. 19 Is any one
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able to take up the argument against me? If so, I would keep quiet and give
up my breath. 20Only two things do not do to me, then I will come before
your face: 21Take your hand far away fromme; and let me not be overcome
by fear of you. 22Then at the sound of your voice Iwill give answer; or letme
put forward my cause for you to give me an answer. 23What is the number
of my evil-doings and my sins? give me knowledge of them. 24Why is your
face veiled fromme, as if Iwas numbered among your haters? 25Will you be
hard on a leaf in flight before the wind? will you make a dry stem go more
quickly on its way? 26 For you put bitter things on record against me, and
send punishment onme for the sins ofmy early years; 27And you put chains
onmy feet, watching allmyways, andmaking a limit formy steps; 28Though
a man comes to nothing like a bit of dead wood, or like a robe which has
become food for the worm.

14
1As forman, the son of woman, his days are short and full of trouble. 2He

comes out like a flower, and is cut down: he goes in flight like a shade, and is
never seenagain. 3 Is it on suchaoneas this that your eyes arefixed,with the
purposeof judginghim? 4 If only a clean thingmight comeout of anunclean!
But it is not possible. 5 If his days areordered, andyouhaveknowledgeof the
number of hismonths, having given himafixed limit pastwhich hemaynot
go; 6Let your eyes be turned away from him, and take your hand from him,
so that he may have pleasure at the end of his day, like a servant working
for payment. 7For there is hope of a tree; if it is cut down, it will come to life
again, and its brancheswill not come to an end. 8Though its rootmay be old
in the earth, and its cut-off endmay be dead in the dust; 9Still, at the smell of
water, it willmake buds, and put out branches like a young plant. 10Butman
comes to his death and is gone: he gives up his spirit, andwhere is he? 11The
waters go from a pool, and a river becomes waste and dry; 12 So man goes
down to his last resting-place and comes not again: till the heavens come to
anend, theywill not be awakeor comeout of their sleep. 13 If only youwould
keepmesafe in theunderworld, puttingme ina secretplace till yourwrath is
past, giving me a fixed time when I might come to your memory again! 14 If
death takes a man, will he come to life again? All the days of my trouble I
would bewaiting, till the time came forme to be free. 15At the sound of your
voice I would give an answer, and you would have a desire for the work of
your hands. 16 For now my steps are numbered by you, and my sin is not
overlooked. 17My wrongdoing is corded up in a bag, and my sin is shut up
safe. 18But truly amountain falling comes to dust, and a rock ismoved from
its place; 19The stones are crushed small by the force of the waters; the dust
of the earth is washed away by their overflowing: and so you put an end to
the hope of man. 20 You overcome him for ever, and he is gone; his face is
changed in death, and you send him away. 21His sons come to honour, and
he has no knowledge of it; they are made low, but he is not conscious of it.
22Only his flesh still has pain, and his soul is sad.

15
1AndEliphaz the Temanitemade answer and said, 2Will awisemanmake

answer with knowledge of no value, or will he give birth to the east wind?
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3Will hemake argumentswithwords inwhich is no profit, andwith sayings
which have no value? 4 Truly, you make the fear of God without effect, so
that the time of quiet worship before God is made less by your outcry. 5 For
yourmouth is guided by your sin, and you have taken the tongue of the false
for yourself. 6 It is by your mouth, even yours, that you are judged to be in
the wrong, and not by me; and your lips give witness against you. 7Were
you the first man to come into the world? or did you come into being before
the hills? 8Were you present at the secret meeting of God? and have you
taken all wisdom for yourself? 9What knowledge have you which we have
not? is there anything in yourmindwhich is not in ours? 10With us aremen
who are grey-haired and full of years, much older than your father. 11Are
the comforts of God not enough for you, and the gentlewordwhichwas said
to you? 12Why is your heart uncontrolled, and why are your eyes lifted up;
13 So that you are turning your spirit against God, and letting such words go
out of your mouth? 14What is man, that hemay be clean? and howmay the
son of woman be upright? 15Truly, he puts no faith in his holy ones, and the
heavens are not clean in his eyes; 16How much less one who is disgusting
and unclean, a man who takes in evil like water! 17 Take note and give ear
tomywords; and I will say what I have seen: 18 (The things which wisemen
have got from their fathers, and have not kept secret from us; 19 For only to
them was the land given, and no strange people were among them:) 20 The
evilman is in pain all his days, and the number of the years stored up for the
cruel is small. 21A sound of fear is in his ears; in time of peace destruction
will come on him: 22He has no hope of coming safe out of the dark, and his
fate will be the sword; 23He is wandering about in search of bread, saying,
Where is it? and he is certain that the day of trouble is ready for him: 24He
is greatly in fear of the dark day, trouble and pain overcome him: 25Because
his hand is stretched out against God, and his heart is lifted up against the
Ruler of all, 26 Running against him like a man of war, covered by his thick
breastplate; even like aking ready for thefight, 27Becausehis face is covered
with fat, andhis bodyhasbecome thick; 28Andhehasmadehis resting-place
in the towns which have been pulled down, in houses where no man had a
right to be, whose fate was to become masses of broken walls. 29He does
not get wealth for himself, and is unable to keep what he has got; the heads
of his grain are not bent down to the earth. 30He does not come out of the
dark; his branches are burned by the flame, and the wind takes away his
bud. 31 Let him not put his hope in what is false, falling into error: for he
will get deceit as his reward. 32His branch is cut off before its time, and his
leaf is no longer green. 33He is like a vine whose grapes do not come to full
growth, oranolive-treedropping itsflowers. 34For thebandof theevil-doers
gives no fruit, and the tents of those who give wrong decisions for reward
are burned with fire. 35 Evil has made them with child, and they give birth
to trouble; and the fruit of their body is shame for themselves.

16
1And Jobmadeanswer and said, 2Such thingshave frequently come tomy

ears: you are comforters who only give trouble. 3Maywords which are like
the wind be stopped? or what is troubling you to make answer to them? 4 It
would not be hard for me to say such things if your souls were in my soul's
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place; joining words together against you, and shaking my head at you: 5 I
might give you strength with my mouth, and not keep back the comfort of
my lips. 6 If I say what is in mymind, my pain becomes no less: and if I keep
quiet, how much of it goes from me? 7 But now he has overcome me with
weariness and fear, and I am in the grip of all my trouble. 8 It has come up as
a witness against me, and the wasting of my fleshmakes answer tomy face.
9 I am broken by his wrath, and his hate has gone after me; he has made his
teeth sharpagainstme: myhaters are lookingonmewith cruel eyes; 10Their
mouthsareopenwideagainstme; theblowsofhisbitterwordsare fallingon
my face; all of themcome together inamassagainstme. 11Godgivesmeover
to thepowerof sinners, sendingmeviolently into thehandsof evil-doers. 12 I
was in comfort, but I have been broken up by his hands; he has takenme by
theneck, shakingme tobits; hehasputmeupas amark forhis arrows. 13His
bowmen come round about me; their arrows go through my body without
mercy; my life is drained out on the earth. 14 I am broken with wound after
wound; he comes rushing onme like aman of war. 15 I havemade haircloth
the clothing of my skin, and my horn is rolled in the dust. 16My face is red
with weeping, and my eyes are becoming dark; 17 Though my hands have
done no violent acts, and my prayer is clean. 18O earth, let not my blood be
covered, and let my cry have no resting-place! 19Even nowmywitness is in
heaven, and the supporter of my cause is on high. 20My friends make sport
ofme; to Godmy eyes areweeping, 21So that hemay give decision for aman
in his cause with God, and between a son of man and his neighbour. 22 For
in a short time I will take the journey fromwhich I will not come back.

17
1 My spirit is broken, my days are ended, the last resting-place is ready

for me. 2 Truly, those who make sport of me are round about me, and my
eyes become dark because of their bitter laughing. 3Be pleased, now, to be
responsible for me to yourself; for there is no other who will put his hand
in mine. 4 You have kept their hearts from wisdom: for this cause you will
not give them honour. 5 As for him who is false to his friend for a reward,
light will be cut off from the eyes of his children. 6He has made me a word
of shame to the peoples; I have become a mark for their sport. 7My eyes
have become dark because ofmy pain, and allmy body iswasted to a shade.
8Theupright are surprisedat this, andhewhohasdonenowrong is troubled
because of the evil-doers. 9Still theupright keeps onhisway, andhewhohas
clean hands gets new strength. 10But come back, now, all of you, come; and
I will not see a wise man among you. 11My days are past, my purposes are
brokenoff, even the desires ofmyheart. 12They are changingnight into day;
they say, The light is near the dark. 13 If I am waiting for the underworld as
my house, if I have made my bed in the dark; 14 If I say to the earth, You are
my father; and to the worm, My mother and my sister; 15Where then is my
hope? and who will see my desire? 16Will they go down with me into the
underworld? Will we go down together into the dust?

18
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2 How long will it be

before you have done talking? Get wisdom, and then we will say what is
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in our minds. 3Why do we seem as beasts in your eyes, and as completely
without knowledge? 4 But come back, now, come: you who are wounding
yourself in your passion, will the earth be given up because of you, or a rock
be moved out of its place? 5 For the light of the sinner is put out, and the
flame of his fire is not shining. 6 The light is dark in his tent, and the light
shining over him is put out. 7The steps of his strength become short, and by
his design destruction overtakes him. 8His feet take him into the net, and
he goes walking into the cords. 9His foot is taken in the net; he comes into
its grip. 10 The twisted cord is put secretly in the earth to take him, and the
cord is placed in his way. 11He is overcome by fears on every side, they go
after him at every step. 12His strength is made feeble for need of food, and
destruction iswaiting forhis falling footstep. 13His skin iswastedbydisease,
and his body is food for the worst of diseases. 14He is pulled out of his tent
wherehewas safe, andhe is takenaway to the king of fears. 15 Inhis tentwill
be seen thatwhich isnothis, burning stone is droppedonhishouse. 16Under
the earth his roots are dry, and over it his branch is cut off. 17His memory
is gone from the earth, and in the open country there is no knowledge of his
name. 18He is sent away from the light into the dark; he is forced out of the
world. 19He has no offspring or family among his people, and in his living-
place there is no one of his name. 20At his fate those of thewest are shocked,
and those of the east are overcome with fear. 21 Truly, these are the houses
of the sinner, and this is the place of himwho has no knowledge of God.

19
1And Job made answer and said, 2How long will you make my life bitter,

crushing me with words? 3 Ten times now you have made sport of me; it
gives you no sense of shame to do me wrong. 4And, truly, if I have been in
error, the effect ofmy error is only onmyself. 5 If youmake yourselves great
against me, using my punishment as an argument against me, 6 Be certain
that it is God who has done me wrong, and has taken me in his net. 7 Truly,
I make an outcry against the violent man, but there is no answer: I give a
cry for help, but no one takes up my cause. 8Myway is walled up by him so
that I may not go by: he has made my roads dark. 9He has put off my glory
from me, and taken the crown from my head. 10 I am broken down by him
on every side, and I am gone; my hope is uprooted like a tree. 11His wrath
is burning against me, and I am to him as one of his haters. 12His armies
come on together, they make their road high against me, and put up their
tents roundmine. 13He has takenmy brothers far away fromme; they have
seen my fate and have become strange to me. 14My relations and my near
friends have given me up, and those living in my house have put me out of
their minds. 15 I am strange to my women-servants, and seem to them as
one from another country. 16Atmy crymy servant givesme no answer, and
I have to make a prayer to him. 17My breath is strange to mywife, and I am
disgusting to the offspring ofmymother's body. 18Evenyoung childrenhave
no respect forme; when I get up their backs are turned onme. 19All themen
ofmycircle keepaway fromme; and thosedear tomeare turnedagainstme.
20My bones are joined to my skin, and I have got away with my flesh in my
teeth. 21Have pity onme, have pity onme, Omy friends! for the hand of God
is on me. 22Why are you cruel to me, like God, for ever saying evil against
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me? 23 If onlymywordsmight be recorded! if theymight be put inwriting in
a book! 24Andwith an iron pen and lead be cut into the rock for ever! 25But
I am certain that he who will take up my cause is living, and that in time to
come he will take his place on the dust; 26And ... without my flesh I will see
God; 27Whom I will see on my side, and not as one strange to me. My heart
is brokenwith desire. 28 If you say, How cruel wewill be to him! because the
root of sin is clearly in him: 29 Be in fear of the sword, for the sword is the
punishment for such things, so that youmay be certain that there is a judge.

20
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite made answer and said, 2 For this cause

my thoughts are troubling me and driving me on. 3 I have to give ear
to arguments which put me to shame, and your answers to me are wind
without wisdom. 4Have you knowledge of this from early times, whenman
was placed on the earth, 5That the pride of the sinner is short, and the joy of
the evil-doer but for a minute? 6 Though he is lifted up to the heavens, and
his head goes up to the clouds; 7Like thewaste fromhis body he comes to an
end for ever: those who have seen him say, Where is he? 8He is gone like a
dream, and is not seen again; he goes in flight like a vision of the night. 9The
eyewhich sawhimseeshimno longer; andhisplacehasnomoreknowledge
of him. 10His children are hoping that the poorwill be kind to them, and his
hands give backhiswealth. 11His bones are full of young strength, but itwill
go down with him into the dust. 12Though evil-doing is sweet in his mouth,
and he keeps it secretly under his tongue; 13Though he takes care of it, and
does not let it go, but keeps it still in his mouth; 14His food becomes bitter in
his stomach; the poison of snakes is inside him. 15He takes down wealth as
food, and sends it up again; it is forced out of his stomach byGod. 16He takes
the poison of snakes into his mouth, the tongue of the snake is the cause of
his death. 17Let him not see the rivers of oil, the streams of honey andmilk.
18He is forced to give back the fruit of his work, andmay not take it for food;
he has no joy in the profit of his trading. 19Because he has been cruel to the
poor, turning away from them in their trouble; because hehas taken ahouse
by force which he did not put up; 20There is no peace for him in his wealth,
and no salvation for him in those things in which he took delight. 21He had
never enough for his desire; for this cause his well-being will quickly come
to an end. 22Even when his wealth is great, he is full of care, for the hand of
everyonewho is in trouble is turnedagainst him. 23Godgiveshimhis desire,
and sends the heat of his wrath on him, making it come down on him like
rain. 24Hemaygo inflight fromthe iron spear, but thearrowfromthebowof
brasswill go through him; 25He is pulling it out, and it comes out of his back;
and its shining point comes out of his side; he is overcome by fears. 26All his
wealth is storedup for thedark: afirenotmadebymansendsdestructionon
him, andoneverything inhis tent. 27Theheavensmake clearhis sin, and the
earth gives witness against him. 28 The produce of his house is taken away
into another country, like things given into the hands of others in the day of
wrath. 29This is the reward of the evilman, and the heritage given to himby
God.
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21
1Then Jobmade answer and said, 2Give attention with care to mywords;

and let this be your comfort. 3 Let me say what is in my mind, and after
that, go on making sport of me. 4 As for me, is my outcry against man? is
it then to be wondered at if my spirit is troubled? 5 Take note of me and be
full of wonder, put your hand on your mouth. 6At the very thought of it my
flesh is shaking with fear. 7Why is life given to the evil-doers? why do they
become old and strong in power? 8 Their children are ever with them, and
their offspring before their eyes. 9 Their houses are free from fear, and the
rod of God does not come on them. 10 Their ox is ready at all times to give
seed; their cow gives birth, without dropping her young. 11 They send out
their young ones like a flock, and their children have pleasure in the dance,
12Theymake songs to the instruments ofmusic, and are glad at the sound of
the pipe. 13Their days come to an endwithout trouble, and suddenly they go
down to the underworld. 14 Though they said to God, Go away from us, for
we have no desire for the knowledge of your ways. 15What is the Ruler of
all, that wemay give himworship? andwhat profit is it to us tomake prayer
to him? 16Truly, is not their well-being in their power? (The purpose of the
evil-doers is far from me.) 17 How frequently is the light of the evil-doers
put out, or does trouble come on them? how frequently does his wrath take
themwithcords? 18Howfrequentlyare theyasdrystemsbefore thewind, or
as grass taken away by the storm-wind? 19 You say, God keeps punishment
stored up for his children. Let him send it on the man himself, so that he
may have the punishment of it! 20Let his eyes see his trouble, and let him be
full of the wrath of the Ruler of all! 21 For what interest has he in his house
after him,when thenumber of hismonths is ended? 22 Is anyone able to give
teaching toGod? for he is the judge of thosewhoare onhigh. 23One comes to
his end in completewell-being, full of peace andquiet: 24His buckets are full
of milk, and there is no loss of strength in his bones. 25And another comes
to his end with a bitter soul, without ever tasting good. 26 Together they go
downto thedust, andare coveredby theworm. 27See, I amconsciousof your
thoughts, and of your violent purposes against me; 28 For you say, Where
is the house of the ruler, and where is the tent of the evil-doer? 29 Have
you not put the question to the travellers, and do you not take note of their
experience? 30 How the evil man goes free in the day of trouble, and has
salvation in the day of wrath? 31Who will make his way clear to his face?
and if he has done a thing, who gives him punishment for it? 32He is taken
to his last resting-place, and keeps watch over it. 33 The earth of the valley
coveringhisbones is sweet tohim, andallmencomeafterhim, as therewere
unnumberedbefore him. 34Why thendo you giveme comfortwithwords in
which there is no profit, when you see that there is nothing in your answers
but deceit?

22
1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2 Is it possible for a

man tobeof profit toGod? No, for aman'swisdom is onlyof profit tohimself.
3 Is it of any interest to the Ruler of all that you are upright? or is it of use to
him that yourways arewithout sin? 4 Is it because you give himhonour that
he is sending punishment on you and is judging you? 5 Is not your evil-doing
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great? and there is no end to your sins. 6 For you have taken your brother's
goods when he was not in your debt, and have taken away the clothing of
those who have need of it. 7 You do not give water to the tired traveller,
and from him who has no food you keep back bread. 8 For it was the man
with power who had the land, and the man with an honoured name who
was living in it. 9 You have sent widows away without hearing their cause,
and you have taken away the support of the child who has no father. 10 For
this cause nets are round your feet, and you are overcomewith sudden fear.
11Your light is made dark so that you are unable to see, and you are covered
by a mass of waters. 12 Is not God as high as heaven? and see the stars, how
high they are! 13And you say, What knowledge has God? is he able to give
decisions through thedeepdark? 14Thick cloudsare coveringhim, so thathe
is unable to see; andhe iswalking on the arch of heaven. 15Will youkeep the
old way by which evil men went? 16Whowere violently taken away before
their time, who were overcome by the rush of waters: 17Who said to God,
Go away from us; and, What is the Ruler of all able to do to us? 18 Though
hemade their houses full of good things: but the purpose of the evil-doers is
far fromme! 19 The upright saw it and were glad: and those who had done
nowrongmade sport of them, 20Saying, Truly, their substance is cut off, and
their wealth is food for the fire. 21 Put yourself now in a right relation with
him and be at peace: so will you dowell in your undertakings. 22Be pleased
to take teaching fromhismouth, and let hiswordsbe storedup inyourheart.
23 If you come back to the Ruler of all, making yourself low before him; if
you put evil far away from your tents; 24And put your gold in the dust, even
your gold of Ophir among the rocks of the valleys; 25 Then the Ruler of all
will be your gold, and his teaching will be your silver; 26 For then you will
have delight in the Ruler of all, and your face will be lifted up to God. 27You
will make your prayer to him, and be answered; and you will give effect to
your oaths. 28 Your purposes will come about, and light will be shining on
yourways. 29ForGodmakes low thosewhose hearts are lifted up, but he is a
saviour to the poor in spirit. 30Hemakes safe the man who is free from sin,
and if your hands are clean, salvation will be yours.

23
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 Even today my outcry is bitter; his

hand is hard on my sorrow. 3 If only I had knowledge of where he might
be seen, so that I might come even to his seat! 4 I would put my cause in
order before him, and my mouth would be full of arguments. 5 I would see
whathis answerswouldbe, andhaveknowledgeofwhathewould say tome.
6Would he make use of his great power to overcome me? No, but he would
give attention tome. 7There anuprightmanmight put his cause before him;
and I would be free for ever frommy judge. 8See, I go forward, but he is not
there; and back, but I do not see him; 9 I am looking for him on the left hand,
but there is no sign of him; and turning to the right, I am not able to see him.
10For hehas knowledge of theway I take; after I have been tested Iwill come
out like gold. 11My feet have gone inhis steps; I have kept in hisway,without
turning to one side or to the other. 12 I have never gone against the orders of
his lips; the words of his mouth have been stored up in my heart. 13But his
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purpose is fixed and there is no changing it; and he gives effect to the desire
of his soul. 14Forwhat has been ordered forme by himwill be gone through
to the end: and his mind is full of such designs. 15For this cause I am in fear
before him,my thoughts of himovercomeme. 16ForGodhasmademyheart
feeble, andmymind is troubled before the Ruler of all. 17For I amovercome
by the dark, and by the black night which is coveringmy face.

24
1Why are times not stored up by the Ruler of all, and why do those who

have knowledge of him not see his days? 2 The landmarks are changed by
evilmen, they violently take awayflocks, togetherwith their keepers. 3They
send away the ass of him who has no father, they take the widow's ox for
debt. 4 The crushed are turned out of the way; all the poor of the earth go
into a secret place together. 5 Like asses in the waste land they go out to
their work, looking for food with care; from the waste land they get bread
for their children. 6They get mixed grain from the field, and they take away
the late fruit from the vines of those who have wealth. 7 They take their
rest at night without clothing, and have no cover in the cold. 8 They are
wet with the rain of the mountains, and get into the cracks of the rock for
cover. 9 The child without a father is forced from its mother's breast, and
they take the young children of the poor for debt. 10Others go aboutwithout
clothing, and though they have no food, they get in the grain from the fields.
11Between the lines of olive-trees theymake oil; though they have no drink,
they are crushing out the grapes. 12 From the town come sounds of pain
from those who are near death, and the soul of the wounded is crying out
for help; but God does not take note of their prayer. 13 Then there are those
whoarehaters of the light,whohavenoknowledgeof itsways, anddonot go
in them. 14Hewho is purposing death gets up before day, so that hemay put
to death the poor and those in need. 15And the man whose desire is for the
wife of another is waiting for the evening, saying, No eye will see me; and
he puts a cover on his face. And in the night the thief goes about; 16 In the
dark hemakes holes in thewalls of houses: in the daytime they are shutting
themselves up, they have no knowledge of the light. 17For themiddle of the
night is as morning to them, they are not troubled by the fear of the dark.
18 They go quickly on the face of the waters; their heritage is cursed in the
earth; the steps of the crusher of grapes are not turned to their vine-garden.
19 Snow waters become dry with the heat: so do sinners go down into the
underworld. 20The public place of his town has nomore knowledge of him,
and his name has gone from thememory ofmen: he is rooted up like a dead
tree. 21He is not kind to the widow, and he has no pity for her child. 22But
Godbyhis power gives long life to the strong; he gets upagain, thoughhehas
no hope of life. 23He takes away his fear of danger and gives him support;
and his eyes are on his ways. 24For a short time they are lifted up; then they
are gone; they aremade low, they are pulled off like fruit, and like the heads
of grain they are cut off. 25And if it is not so, now, whowill make it clear that
mywords are false, and that what I say is of no value?

25
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2 Rule and power are
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his; he makes peace in his high places. 3 Is it possible for his armies to be
numbered? and on whom is not his light shining? 4How then is it possible
for man to be upright before God? or how may he be clean who is a son of
woman? 5See, even themoon is not bright, and the stars are not clean in his
eyes: 6How much less man who is an insect, and the son of man who is a
worm!

26
1Then Job made answer and said, 2How have you given help to him who

has no power! how have you been the salvation of the arm which has no
strength! 3How have you given teaching to him who has no wisdom, and
fully made clear true knowledge! 4 To whom have your words been said?
and whose spirit came out from you? 5 The shades in the underworld are
shaking; thewaters and those living in them. 6Theunderworld is uncovered
before him, and Destruction has no veil. 7By his hand the north is stretched
out in space, and the earth is hanging on nothing. 8 By him the waters are
shut up in his thick clouds, and the cloud does not giveway under them. 9By
him the face of his high seat is veiled, and his cloud stretched out over it.
10By him a circle is marked out on the face of the waters, to the limits of the
light and the dark. 11 The pillars of heaven are shaking, and are overcome
by his sharp words. 12 By his power the sea was made quiet; and by his
wisdomRahabwaswounded. 13By his wind the heavens become bright: by
hishand thequicklymoving snakewas cut through. 14See, theseareonly the
outskirts of his ways; and how small is that which comes to our ears about
him! But the thunder of his acts of power is outside all knowledge.

27
1 And Job again took up the word and said, 2 By the life of God, who has

taken away my right; and of the Ruler of all, who has made my soul bitter;
3 (For allmybreath is still inme, and the spirit ofGod ismy life;) 4Truly, there
is no deceit in my lips, and my tongue does not say what is false. 5 Let it be
far fromme! I will certainly not say that you are right! I will come to death
before I give up my righteousness. 6 I will keep it safe, and will not let it go:
myheart has nothing to say against any part ofmy life. 7Letmyhater be like
theevilman, and lethimwhocomesagainstmebeas the sinner. 8Forwhat is
thehopeof the sinnerwhenhe is cut off,whenGod takesbackhis soul? 9Will
his cry come to the ears of Godwhen he is in trouble? 10Will he take delight
in the Ruler of all, and make his prayer to God at all times? 11 I will give you
teaching about the handofGod; Iwill not keep secret fromyouwhat is in the
mind of the Ruler of all. 12 Truly, you have all seen it yourselves; why then
have you become completely foolish? 13 This is the punishment of the evil-
doer fromGod, and the heritage given to the cruel by the Ruler of all. 14 If his
children are increased, it is for the sword; andhis offspringhavenot enough
bread. 15When those of his house who are still living come to their end by
disease, theyarenotput into theearth, and theirwidowsarenotweeping for
them. 16Though he may get silver together like dust, and make ready great
stores of clothing; 17Hemayget themready, but theuprightwill put themon,
andhewho is free fromsinwill take the silver for aheritage. 18Hishousehas
nomore strength than a spider's thread, or a watchman's tent. 19He goes to
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rest full of wealth, but does so for the last time: on opening his eyes, he sees
it there no longer. 20Fears overtake him like rushingwaters; in the night the
storm-wind takes him away. 21 The east wind takes him up and he is gone;
he is forced violently out of his place. 22God sends his arrows against him
without mercy; he goes in flight before his hand. 23Men make signs of joy
because of him, driving him from his place with sounds of hissing.

28
1 Truly there is a mine for silver, and a place where gold is washed out.

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and stone is changed into brass by the fire.
3Man puts an end to the dark, searching out to the farthest limit the stones
of the deep places of the dark. 4Hemakes a deep mine far away from those
living in the light of day; when they go about on the earth, they have no
knowledge of those who are under them, who are hanging far from men,
twisting from side to side on a cord. 5As for the earth, bread comes out of
it; but under its face it is turned up as if by fire. 6 Its stones are the place
of sapphires, and it has dust of gold. 7No bird has knowledge of it, and the
hawk's eyehasnever seen it. 8Thegreat beasts havenot goneover it, and the
cruel lion has not taken that way. 9Man puts out his hand on the hard rock,
overturningmountains by the roots. 10Hemakesdeepways, cut through the
rock, andhis eye sees everything of value. 11Hekeepsback the streams from
flowing, and makes the secret things come out into the light. 12 But where
may wisdom be seen? and where is the resting-place of knowledge? 13Man
has not seen the way to it, and it is not in the land of the living. 14 The deep
waters say, It is not inme: and the sea says, It is notwithme. 15Goldmay not
be given for it, or a weight of silver in payment for it. 16 It may not be valued
with the gold of Ophir, with the onyx of great price, or the sapphire. 17Gold
and glass are not equal to it in price, and it may not be exchanged for jewels
of thebest gold. 18There isnoneed to sayanythingabout coral or crystal; and
the value of wisdom is greater than that of pearls. 19 The topaz of Ethiopia
is not equal to it, and it may not be valuedwith the best gold. 20Fromwhere
thendoeswisdomcome, andwhere is the resting-place of knowledge? 21For
it is kept secret from the eyes of all living, unseen by the birds of the air.
22 Destruction and Death say, We have only had word of it with our ears.
23God has knowledge of the way to it, and of its resting-place; 24For his eyes
go to the ends of the earth, and he sees everything under heaven. 25When
hemade aweight for the wind, measuring out the waters; 26When hemade
a law for the rain, and a way for the thunder-flames; 27 Then he saw it, and
put it on record; he gave it its fixed form, searching it out completely. 28And
he said toman, Truly the fear of the Lord is wisdom, and to keep from evil is
the way to knowledge.

29
1And Job again took up the word and said, 2 If only I might again be as I

was in themonths which are past, in the days when Godwas watching over
me! 3Whenhis lightwas shiningovermyhead, andwhen Iwent through the
darkbyhis light. 4As Iwas inmyflowering years,whenmy tentwas covered
by thehandofGod; 5While theRuler of allwas stillwithme, andmychildren
were round me; 6When my steps were washed with milk, and rivers of oil
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were flowing out of the rock forme. 7When Iwent out ofmydoor to go up to
the town, and tookmy seat in the public place, 8The youngmen sawme, and
went away, and the old men got up from their seats; 9The rulers kept quiet,
andput theirhandson theirmouths; 10The chiefs keptback theirwords, and
their tongues were joined to the roofs of their mouths. 11 For when it came
to their ears, men said that I was truly happy; andwhen their eyes saw, they
gave witness to me; 12 For I was a saviour to the poor when he was crying
for help, to the childwith no father, and to himwho had no supporter. 13The
blessing of himwhowas near to destruction came onme, and I put a song of
joy into thewidow's heart. 14 I put on righteousness asmy clothing, andwas
full of it; right decisions were tome a robe and a head-dress. 15 I was eyes to
the blind, and feet to himwho had no power of walking. 16 I was a father to
the poor, searching out the cause of himwhowas strange tome. 17Byme the
great teethof theevil-doerwerebroken, and Imadehimgiveupwhathehad
violently taken away. 18Then I said, I will come to my end with my children
round me, my days will be as the sand in number; 19My root will be open
to the waters, and the night mist will be onmy branches, 20My glory will be
ever new, and my bow will be readily bent in my hand. 21Men gave ear to
me, waiting and keeping quiet for my suggestions. 22After I had said what
was inmymind, theywere quiet and letmywords go deep into their hearts;
23Theywerewaiting formeas for the rain, opening theirmouthswide as for
the spring rains. 24 I was laughing at them when they had no hope, and the
light ofmy facewas never clouded by their fear. 25 I tookmy place as a chief,
guiding them on their way, and I was as a king among his army. ...

30
1 But now those who are younger than I make sport of me; those whose

fathers I would not have put with the dogs of my flocks. 2Of what use is the
strength of their hands tome? all force is gone from them. 3They arewasted
for need of food, biting the dry earth; their only hope of life is in the waste
land. 4They are pulling off the salt leaves from the brushwood, andmaking
a meal of roots. 5 They are sent out from among their townsmen, men are
crying after them as thieves 6They have to get a resting-place in the hollows
of the valleys, in holes of the earth and rocks. 7They make noises like asses
among the brushwood; they get together under the thorns. 8 They are sons
of shame, and ofmenwithout a name,whohave been forced out of the land.
9And now I have become their song, and I am a word of shame to them. 10 I
amdisgusting to them; they keep away fromme, and putmarks of shame on
me. 11 For he has made loose the cord of my bow, and put me to shame; he
has sent downmy flag to the earth before me. 12The lines of his men of war
put themselves in order, and make high their ways of destruction against
me: 13 They have made waste my roads, with a view to my destruction; his
bowmen come round about me; 14 As through a wide broken place in the
wall they come on, I am overturned by the shock of their attack. 15 Fears
have come on me; my hope is gone like the wind, and my well-being like a
cloud. 16But nowmy soul is turned to water inme, days of trouble overtake
me: 17The flesh is gone frommy bones, and they giveme no rest; there is no
end to my pains. 18With great force he takes a grip of my clothing, pulling
me by the neck of my coat. 19Truly God hasmademe low, even to the earth,
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and I have become like dust. 20 You give no answer to my cry, and take no
note of my prayer. 21 You have become cruel to me; the strength of your
hand is hard on me. 22 Lifting me up, you make me go on the wings of the
wind; I am broken up by the storm. 23 For I am certain that you will send
me back to death, and to the meeting-place ordered for all living. 24Has not
my hand been stretched out in help to the poor? have I not been a saviour
to him in his trouble? 25Have I not been weeping for the crushed? and was
not my soul sad for himwhowas in need? 26For I was looking for good, and
evil came; I was waiting for light, and it became dark. 27 My feelings are
stronglymoved, and givemeno rest; days of trouble have overtakenme. 28 I
go about in dark clothing, uncomforted; I get up in the public place, crying
out for help. 29 I have become a brother to the jackals, and go about in the
companyof ostriches. 30Myskin is black anddropping offme; andmybones
are burning with the heat of my disease. 31And my music has been turned
to sorrow, and the sound of my pipe into the noise of weeping.

31
1 I made an agreement with my eyes; how then might my eyes be looking

onavirgin? 2Forwhat isGod's reward fromonhigh, or theheritage givenby
theRulerof all fromheaven? 3 Is it not trouble for the sinner, anddestruction
for the evil-doers? 4 Does he not see my ways, and are not my steps all
numbered? 5 If I have gone in false ways, or my foot has been quick in
working deceit; 6 (Let me bemeasured in upright scales, and let God see my
righteousness:) 7 If my steps have been turned out of the way, or if my heart
went after my eyes, or if the property of another is in my hands; 8 Let me
put seed in the earth for another to have the fruit of it, and let my produce
be uprooted. 9 If my heart went after anotherman's wife, or if I was waiting
secretly atmyneighbour's door; 10Then letmywife give pleasure to another
man and let others make use of her body. 11 For that would be a crime; it
wouldbeanact forwhichpunishmentwouldbemeasuredoutby the judges:
12 It would be a fire burning even to destruction, and taking away all my
produce. 13 If I did wrong in the cause of my man-servant, or my woman-
servant, when they went to law with me; 14What then will I do when God
comes asmy judge? andwhat answermay I give to his questions? 15Did not
Godmake him as well as me? did he not give us life in our mothers' bodies?
16 If I kept back the desire of the poor; if thewidow's eyewas looking for help
to no purpose; 17 If I kept my food for myself, and did not give some of it to
the childwith no father; 18 (For Iwas cared for byGod as by a father frommy
earliest days; he was my guide from the body of my mother;) 19 If I saw one
near to death for need of clothing, and that the poor had nothing covering
him; 20 If his back did not give me a blessing, and the wool of my sheep did
not make him warm; 21 If my hand had been lifted up against him who had
done no wrong, when I saw that I was supported by the judges; 22May my
arm be pulled frommy body, and be broken from its base. 23For the fear of
God kept me back, and because of his power I might not do such things. 24 If
I made gold my hope, or if I ever said to the best gold, I have put my faith in
you; 25 If I was glad becausemywealthwas great, and becausemy hand had
got together a great store; 26 If, when I saw the sun shining, and the moon
moving on its bright way, 27A secret feeling of worship came into my heart,



Job 31:28 554 Job 32:21

andmy hand gave kisses frommymouth; 28That would have been another
sin to be rewarded with punishment by the judges; for I would have been
false to God on high. 29 If I was glad at the trouble ofmy hater, and gave cries
of joy when evil overtook him; 30 (For I did not let mymouth give way to sin,
in putting a curse on his life;) 31 If the men of my tent did not say, Who has
not had fullmeasure of hismeat? 32The traveller did not take his night's rest
in the street, andmy doors were open to anyone on a journey; 33 If I keptmy
evil doings covered, and my sin in the secret of my breast, 34 For fear of the
great body of people, or for fear that familiesmightmake sport ofme, so that
I kept quiet, and did not go out of my door; 35 If only God would give ear to
me, and the Ruler of all would give me an answer! or if what he has against
me had been put in writing! 36Truly I would take up the book in my hands;
it would be tome as a crown; 37 I wouldmake clear the number of my steps,
I would put it before him like a prince! The words of Job are ended. 38 If
my land has made an outcry against me, or the ploughed earth has been in
sorrow; 39 If I have taken its produce without payment, causing the death of
its owners; 40Then inplaceof grain let thorns comeup, and inplaceof barley
evil-smelling plants.

32
1 So these three men gave no more answers to Job, because he seemed to

himself to be right. 2And Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family
of Ram, was angry, burning with wrath against Job, because he seemed to
himself more right than God; 3 And he was angry with his three friends,
because theyhadbeenunable to givehimananswer, andhadnotmade Job's
sin clear. 4 Now Elihu had kept quiet while Job was talking, because they
were older than he; 5And when Elihu saw that there was no answer in the
mouth of the threemen, he was very angry. 6And Elihu, the son of Barachel
the Buzite,made answer and said, I amyoung, and you are very old, so Iwas
in fear, and kept myself from putting my knowledge before you. 7 I said to
myself, It is right for the old to say what is in their minds, and for those who
are far on in years to give outwisdom. 8But truly it is the spirit inman, even
the breath of the Ruler of all, which gives them knowledge. 9 It is not the
old who arewise, and those who are full of years have not the knowledge of
what is right. 10So I say, Giveear tome, and Iwill put forwardmyknowledge.
11 I was waiting for your words, I was giving ear to your wise sayings; while
you were searching out what to say, 12 I was taking note; and truly not one
of you was able to make clear Job's error, or to give an answer to his words.
13 Take care that you do not say, Wisdom is here; God may overcome him,
but not man. 14 I will not put forward words like these, or make use of your
sayings in answer to him. 15 Fear has overcome them, they have no more
answers to give; they have come to an end of words. 16 And am I to go on
waiting while they have nothing to say? while they keep quiet and give no
more answers? 17 I will give my answer; I will put forward my knowledge:
18For I am full of words, I am unable to keep inmy breath any longer: 19My
stomach is likewinewhich is unable to get out; like skins full of newwine, it
is almost burst. 20Let me say what is in mymind, so that I may get comfort;
let me give answer with openmouth. 21Let me not give respect to anyman,
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or give names of honour to any living. 22 For I am not able to give names of
honour to anyman; and if I did, myMaker would quickly takeme away.

33
1 And now, O Job, give ear to my words, and take note of all I say. 2 See,

nowmymouth is open,my tonguegivesoutwords. 3Myheart is overflowing
with knowledge, my lips say what is true. 4 The spirit of God has made me,
and the breath of the Ruler of all gives me life. 5 If you are able, give me an
answer; put your cause in order, and come forward. 6 See, I am the same
as you are in the eyes of God; I was cut off from the same bit of wet earth.
7 Fear of me will not overcome you, and my hand will not be hard on you.
8But you said in my hearing, and your voice came to my ears: 9 I am clean,
without sin; I amwashed, and there is no evil in me: 10 See, he is looking for
something againstme; in his eyes I am as one of his haters; 11He puts chains
onmy feet; he iswatching allmyways. 12Truly, in saying this youarewrong;
for God is greater than man. 13Why do you put forward your cause against
him, saying, He gives no answer to any of my words? 14 For God gives his
word in one way, even in two, and man is not conscious of it: 15 In a dream,
in a vision of the night, whendeep sleep comes onmen,while they take their
rest on their beds; 16Then hemakes his secrets clear tomen, so that they are
full of fear at what they see; 17 In order that man may be turned from his
evil works, and that pride may be taken away from him; 18To keep back his
soul from the underworld, and his life from destruction. 19 Pain is sent on
him as a punishment, while he is on his bed; there is no end to the trouble
in his bones; 20He has no desire for food, and his soul is turned away from
delicate meat; 21 His flesh is so wasted away, that it may not be seen, and
his bones. ... 22 And his soul comes near to the underworld, and his life to
the angels of death. 23 If now there may be an angel sent to him, one of the
thousandswhich there are to be between him andGod, and tomake clear to
man what is right for him; 24And if he has mercy on him, and says, Let him
not go down to the underworld, I have given the price for his life: 25 Then
his flesh becomes young again, and he comes back to the days of his early
strength; 26He makes his prayer to God, and he has mercy on him; he sees
God's face with cries of joy; he gives news of his righteousness to men; 27He
makes a song, saying, I did wrong, turning from the straight way, but he did
not give me the reward of my sin. 28He kept my soul from the underworld,
andmy life sees the light in fullmeasure. 29Truly, Goddoes all these things to
man, twice and three times, 30Keeping back his soul from the underworld,
so that he may see the light of life. 31 Take note O Job, give ear to me; keep
quiet, while I say what is inmymind. 32 If you have anything to say, giveme
an answer; for it is my desire that youmay be judged free from sin. 33 If not,
give attention to me, and keep quiet, and I will give you wisdom.

34
1And Elihu made answer and said, 2Give ear, you wise, to my words; and

youwho have knowledge, give attention tome; 3Forwords are tested by the
ear, as food is tasted by the mouth. 4Let us make the decision for ourselves
as to what is right; let us have the knowledge among ourselves of what is
good. 5 For Job has said, I am upright, and it is God who has taken away my



Job 34:6 556 Job 35:12

right; 6 Though I am right, still I am in pain; my wound may not be made
well, though I have done nowrong. 7Whatman is like Job, amanwho freely
makes sport of God, 8And goes in the company of evil-doers, walking in the
way of sinners? 9 For he has said, It is no profit to a man to take delight in
God. 10Now then, you wise, take note; you men of knowledge, give ear to
me. Let it be far from God to do evil, and from the Ruler of all to do wrong.
11For he gives to everyman the reward of hiswork, and sees that he gets the
fruit of his ways. 12 Truly, God does not do evil, and the Ruler of all is not a
false judge. 13Who put the earth into his care, or made him responsible for
the world? 14 If he made his spirit come back to him, taking his breath into
himself again, 15All fleshwould come to an end together, andmanwould go
back to the dust. 16 If you are wise, take note of this; give ear to the voice of
my words. 17Howmay a hater of right be a ruler? and will you say that the
upright Ruler of all is evil? 18He who says to a king, You are an evil-doer;
and to rulers, You are sinners; 19Who has no respect for rulers, and who
gives no more attention to those who have wealth than to the poor, for they
are all the work of his hands. 20 Suddenly they come to an end, even in the
middle of thenight: theblowcomeson themenofwealth, and theyare gone,
and the strong are taken away without the hand of man. 21 For his eyes are
on theways of aman, and he sees all his steps. 22There is no dark place, and
no thick cloud, in which the workers of evil may take cover. 23 For he does
not give man a fixed time to come before him to be judged. 24He sends the
strong to destruction without searching out their cause, and puts others in
their place. 25For he has knowledge of their works, overturning them in the
night, so that they are crushed. 26The evil-doers are broken by his wrath, he
puts his hand on themwith force before the eyes of all onlookers. 27Because
they did not go after him, and took no note of his ways, 28 So that the cry of
the poor might come up to him, and the prayer of those in need come to his
ears. 29 ... 30 ... 31 ... 32 ... 33 ... 34Men of knowledge, and all wise men, hearing
me, will say, 35 Job's words do not come from knowledge; they are not the
fruit of wisdom. 36May Job be tested to the end, because his answers have
been like those of evil men. 37For in addition to his sin, he is uncontrolled in
heart; before our eyes he makes sport of God, increasing his words against
him.

35
1And Elihu made answer and said, 2Does it seem to you to be right, and

righteousnessbeforeGod, to say, 3Whatprofit is it tome, andhowamIbetter
off than if I haddonewrong? 4 Iwillmake answer to youand to your friends:
5Let your eyes be turned to the heavens, and lifted up to see the skies; they
are higher than you. 6 If you have done wrong, is he any the worse for it?
and if your sins are great in number, what is it to him? 7 If you are upright,
what do you give to him? or what does he take from your hand? 8Your evil-
doingmay have an effect on aman like yourself, or your righteousness on a
son ofman. 9Because the hand of the cruel is hard on them,menaremaking
sounds of grief; they are crying out for help because of the armof the strong.
10But no one has said,Where is GodmyMaker, who gives songs in the night;
11Who gives us more knowledge than the beasts of the earth, andmakes us
wiser than the birds of the heaven? 12 There they are crying out because of
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the pride of the evil-doers, but he gives them no answer. 13But God will not
give ear to what is false, or the Ruler of all take note of it; 14Howmuch less
when you say that you do not see him; that the cause is before him, and you
are waiting for him. 15And now ... ; 16And Job's mouth is open wide to give
out what is of no profit, increasing words without knowledge.

36
1 And Elihu went on to say, 2 Give me a little more time, and I will make

it clear to you; for I have still something to say for God. 3 I will get my
knowledge from far, and I will give righteousness to my Maker. 4 For truly
my words are not false; one who has all knowledge is talking with you.
5 Truly, God gives up the hard-hearted, and will not give life to the sinner.
6His eyes are ever on the upright, and he gives to the crushed their right;
7Lifting themup to the seat of kings, andmaking them safe for ever. 8And if
they have been prisoned in chains, and taken in cords of trouble, 9Then he
makes clear to them what they have done, even their evil works in which
they have taken pride. 10 Their ear is open to his teaching, and he gives
them orders so that their hearts may be turned from evil. 11 If they give ear
to his voice, and do his word, then he gives them long life, and years full
of pleasure. 12 But if not, they come to their end, and give up their breath
without knowledge. 13 Those who have no fear of God keep wrath stored
up in their hearts; they give no cry for help when they are made prisoners.
14They come to their endwhile theyare still young, their life is short like that
of those who are used for sex purposes in the worship of their gods. 15He
makes the wrong done to the poor the way of their salvation, opening their
ears by their trouble. 16 ... 17 ... 18 ... 19 ... 20 ... 21 Take care not to be turned
to sin, for you have taken evil for your part in place of sorrow. 22Truly God
is lifted up in strength; who is a ruler like him? 23Who ever gave orders to
him, or said to him, You have done wrong? 24 See that you give praise to his
work, aboutwhichmenmake songs. 25All people are looking on it;man sees
it from far. 26Truly, God is great, greater thanall our knowledge; thenumber
of his years may not be searched out. 27 For he takes up the drops from the
sea; he sends them through his mist as rain, 28 Flowing down from the sky,
and dropping on the peoples. 29And who has knowledge of how the clouds
are stretched out, or of the thunders of his tent? 30 See, he is stretching out
his mist, covering the tops of the mountains with it. 31 For by these he gives
food to the peoples, and bread in full measure. 32He takes the light in his
hands, sending it against the mark. 33The thunder makes clear his passion,
and the storm gives news of his wrath.

37
1At this my heart is shaking; it is moved out of its place. 2Give ear to the

rolling noise of his voice; to the hollow sound which goes out of his mouth.
3He sends it out through all the heaven, and his thunder-flame to the ends
of the earth. 4 After it a voice is sounding, thundering out the word of his
power; he does not keep back his thunder-flames; from his mouth his voice
is sounding. 5Hedoeswonders,more thanmaybe searchedout; great things
of which we have no knowledge; 6 For he says to the snow, Make the earth
wet; and to the rain-storm, Comedown. 7Heputs anend to theworkof every
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man, so that all may see his work. 8Then the beasts go into their holes, and
take their rest. 9Out of its place comes the storm-wind, and the cold out of
its store-houses. 10 By the breath of God ice is made, and the wide waters
are shut in. 11The thick cloud isweightedwith thunder-flame, and the cloud
sendsout its light; 12And it goes thiswayand that, roundabout, turning itself
by his guiding, to do whatever he gives orders to be done, on the face of his
world of men, 13 For a rod, or for a curse, or for mercy, causing it to come
on the mark. 14 Give ear to this, O Job, and keep quiet in your place; and
take note of the wonders worked by God. 15Have you knowledge of God's
orderingofhisworks, howhemakes the light of his cloud tobe seen? 16Have
you knowledge of the balancings of the clouds, the wonders of himwho has
all wisdom? 17You, whose clothing iswarm,when the earth is quiet because
of the south wind, 18Will you, with him, make the skies smooth, and strong
as a polished looking-glass? 19Make clear to me what we are to say to him;
we are unable to put our cause before him, because of the dark. 20Howmay
he have knowledge ofmy desire for talk with him? or did anyman ever say,
May destruction come onme? 21And now the light is not seen, for it is dark
because of the clouds; but a wind comes, clearing them away. 22 A bright
light comes out of the north; God's glory is greatly to be feared. 23There is no
searching out of the Ruler of all: his strength and his judging are great; he
is full of righteousness, doing no wrong. 24 For this cause men go in fear of
him; he has no respect for any who are wise in heart.

38
1And the Lordmade answer to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 2Who

is this who makes the purpose of God dark by words without knowledge?
3 Get your strength together like a man of war; I will put questions to you,
and youwill giveme the answers. 4Wherewere youwhen I put the earth on
its base? Say, if you have knowledge. 5 By whom were its measures fixed?
Say, if you havewisdom; or bywhomwas the line stretched out over it? 6On
what were its pillars based, or who put down its angle-stone, 7 When the
morning stars made songs together, and all the sons of the gods gave cries
of joy? 8Or where were you when the sea came to birth, pushing out from
its secret place; 9When I made the cloud its robe, and put thick clouds as
bands round it, 10Ordering a fixed limit for it, with locks and doors; 11And
said, So far youmay come, and no farther; and here the pride of yourwaves
will be stopped? 12Have you, from your earliest days, given orders to the
morning, or made the dawn conscious of its place; 13 So that it might take
a grip of the skirts of the earth, shaking all the evil-doers out of it? 14 It is
changed like wet earth under a stamp, and is coloured like a robe; 15 And
from the evil-doers their light is kept back, and the arm of pride is broken.
16Have you come into the springs of the sea, walking in the secret places of
the deep? 17Have the doors of death been open to you, or have the door-
keepers of the dark ever seen you? 18Have you taken note of thewide limits
of the earth? Say, if you have knowledge of it all. 19Which is the way to the
resting-place of the light, andwhere is the store-house of the dark; 20So that
you might take it to its limit, guiding it to its house? 21No doubt you have
knowledge of it, for then you had come to birth, and the number of your
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days is great. 22Have you come into the secret place of snow, or have you
seen the store-houses of the ice-drops, 23Which I have kept for the time of
trouble, for the day of war and fighting? 24Which is the way to the place
where the wind is measured out, and the east wind sent out over the earth?
25Bywhomhas theway been cut for the flowing of the rain, and the flaming
of the thunder; 26 Causing rain to come on a land where no man is living,
on the waste land which has no people; 27 To give water to the land where
there is waste and destruction, and to make the dry land green with young
grass? 28Has the rain a father? or who gave birth to the drops of night mist?
29Out of whose body came the ice? and who gave birth to the cold mist of
heaven? 30 The waters are joined together, hard as a stone, and the face of
the deep is covered. 31Are the bands of the Pleiades fixed by you, or are the
cords of Orion made loose? 32Do you make Mazzaroth come out in its right
time, or are the Bear and its children guided by you? 33Have you knowledge
of the laws of the heavens? did you give them rule over the earth? 34 Is
your voice sent up to the cloud, so that you may be covered by the weight
of waters? 35Do you send out the thunder-flames, so that they may go, and
say to you, Here we are? 36Who has put wisdom in the high clouds, or given
knowledge to the lights of the north? 37 By whose wisdom are the clouds
numbered, or the water-skins of the heavens turned to the earth, 38When
the earth becomes hard asmetal, and is joined together inmasses? 39Doyou
go after food for the she-lion, or get meat so that the young lions may have
enough, 40When they are stretched out in their holes, and arewaiting in the
brushwood? 41Who gives in the evening the meat he is searching for, when
his young ones are crying to God; when the young lions with loud noise go
wandering after their food?

39
1Haveyouknowledgeof the rock-goats? ordoyousee the roes givingbirth

to their young? 2 Is the number of their months fixed by you? or is the time
when they give birth ordered by you? 3They are bent down, they give birth
to their young, they let loose the fruit of their body. 4 Their young ones are
strong, living in the open country; they go out and do not come back again.
5Who has let the ass of the fields go free? or made loose the bands of the
loud-voiced beast? 6Towhom Ihave given thewaste land for a heritage, and
the salt land as a living-place. 7Hemakes sport of the noise of the town; the
voice of the driver does not come to his ears; 8He goes looking for his grass-
lands in the mountains, searching out every green thing. 9 Will the ox of
the mountains be your servant? or is his night's resting-place by your food-
store? 10Will he be pulling your plough with cords, turning up the valleys
after you? 11Will you put your faith in him, because his strength is great?
will you give the fruit of your work into his care? 12Will you be looking for
him to come back, and get in your seed to the crushing-floor? 13 Is the wing
of the ostrich feeble, or is it because she has no feathers, 14That she puts her
eggs on the earth, warming them in the dust, 15Without a thought that they
may be crushed by the foot, and broken by the beasts of the field? 16 She is
cruel to her young ones, as if they were not hers; her work is to no purpose;
she has no fear. 17For God has taken wisdom from her mind, and given her
no measure of knowledge. 18When she is shaking her wings on high, she
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makes sport of the horse and of him who is seated on him. 19 Do you give
strength to the horse? is it by your hand that his neck is clothedwith power?
20 Is it through you that he is shaking like a locust, in the pride of his loud-
sounding breath? 21He is stamping with joy in the valley; hemakes sport of
fear. 22 In his strength he goes out against the arms of war, turning not away
from the sword. 23 The bow is sounding against him; he sees the shining
point of spear and arrow. 24 Shaking with passion, he is biting the earth; he
is not able to keep quiet at the sound of the horn; 25When it comes to his ears
he says, Aha! He is smelling the fight from far off, and hearing the thunder
of the captains, and the war-cries. 26 Is it through your knowledge that the
hawk takes his flight, stretching out hiswings to the south? 27Or is it by your
orders that the eagle goes up, andmakes his resting-place on high? 28On the
rock is his house, and on themountain-top his strong place. 29From there he
is watching for food; his eye sees it far off. 30His young have blood for their
drink, and where the dead bodies are, there is he to be seen.

40
1 ... 2Willhewho isprotestinggive teaching to theRulerof all? Lethimwho

has arguments to put forward against God give an answer. 3And Job said in
answer to the Lord, 4Truly, I am of no value; what answermay I give to you?
I will put my hand on my mouth. 5 I have said once, and even twice, what
was in my mind, but I will not do so again. 6 Then the Lord made answer
to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 7 Get your strength together like a
man of war: I will put questions to you, and you will give me the answers.
8Will you even make my right of no value? will you say that I am wrong in
order to make clear that you are right? 9Have you an arm like God? have
you a voice of thunder like his? 10 Put on the ornaments of your pride; be
clothed with glory and power: 11 Let your wrath be overflowing; let your
eyes see all the sons of pride, andmake them low. 12 Send destruction on all
who are lifted up, pulling down the sinners from their places. 13Let thembe
covered together in the dust; let their faces be dark in the secret place of the
underworld. 14Then I will give praise to you, saying that your right hand is
able to give you salvation. 15See now the Great Beast, whom Imade, even as
I made you; he takes grass for food, like the ox. 16His strength is in his body,
and his force in themuscles of his stomach. 17His tail is curving like a cedar;
the muscles of his legs are joined together. 18His bones are pipes of brass,
his legs are like rods of iron. 19He is the chief of the ways of God, made by
him for his pleasure. 20He takes the produce of themountains, where all the
beasts of the field are at play. 21He takes his rest under the trees of the river,
and in the pool, under the shade of the water-plants. 22He is covered by the
branches of the trees; the grasses of the streamare roundhim. 23Truly, if the
river is overflowing, it gives himno cause for fear; hehasno sense of danger,
even if Jordan is rushing against his mouth. 24Will anyone take him when
he is on the watch, or put metal teeth through his nose?

41
1 Is it possible for Leviathan to be pulled outwith a fish-hook, or for a hook

to be put through the bone of his mouth? 2Will you put a cord into his nose,
or take him away with a cord round his tongue? 3Will he make prayers to
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you, or say soft words to you? 4Will he make an agreement with you, so
that you may take him as a servant for ever? 5 Will you make sport with
him, as with a bird? or put him in chains for your young women? 6Will the
fishermenmake profit out of him? will they have him cut up for the traders?
7Will you put sharp-pointed irons into his skin, or fish-spears into his head?
8 Only put your hand on him, and see what a fight you will have; you will
not do it again! 9Truly, the hope of his attacker is false; he is overcome even
on seeing him! 10He is so cruel that no one is ready to go against him. Who
then is able to keep his place before me? 11Who ever went against me, and
got the better of me? There is no one under heaven! 12 I will not keep quiet
about the parts of his body, or about his power, and the strength of his frame.
13Whohas ever takenoffhis outer skin? whomay come insidehis inner coat
of iron? 14Whohasmade open the doors of his face? Fear is round about his
teeth. 15His back ismade of lines of plates, joined tight together, one against
the other, like a stamp. 16One is so near to the other that no air may come
between them. 17They takeagripof oneanother; theyare joined together, so
that theymaynotbeparted. 18His sneezingsgiveoutflames, andhis eyesare
like the eyes of the dawn. 19Out of his mouth go burning lights, and flames
of fire are jumping up. 20 Smoke comes out of his nose, like a pot boiling on
the fire. 21His breath puts fire to coals, and a flame goes out of his mouth.
22 Strength is in his neck, and fear goes dancing before him. 23The plates of
his flesh are joined together, fixed, and not to be moved. 24His heart is as
strong as a stone, hard as the lower crushing-stone. 25When he gets ready
for thefight, the strong are overcomewith fear. 26The swordmay comenear
him but is not able to go through him; the spear, or the arrow, or the sharp-
pointed iron. 27 Iron is to him as dry grass, and brass as soft wood. 28 The
arrow is not able to put him to flight: stones are no more to him than dry
stems. 29A thick stick is no better than a leaf of grass, and hemakes sport of
the onrush of the spear. 30Under himare sharp edges of brokenpots: as if he
was pulling a grain-crushing instrument over the wet earth. 31 The deep is
boiling like a pot of spices, and the sea like a perfume-vessel. 32After himhis
way is shining, so that the deep seemswhite. 33Onearth there is not another
like him, who is made without fear. 34Everything which is high goes in fear
of him; he is king over all the sons of pride.

42
1And Job said in answer to the Lord, 2 I see that you are able to do every

thing, and to give effect to all your designs. 3Who is this who makes dark
the purpose of God by words without knowledge? For I have been talking
without knowledge about wonders not to be searched out. 4Give ear to me,
and I will say what is in my mind; I will put questions to you, and you will
give me the answers. 5Word of you had come to my ears, but now my eye
has seen you. 6 For this cause I give witness that what I said is false, and in
sorrow I takemy seat in the dust. 7And it came about, after he had said these
words to Job, that theLord said toEliphaz theTemanite, I amveryangrywith
you and your two friends, because you have not said what is right about
me, as my servant Job has. 8 And now, take seven oxen and seven sheep,
and go to my servant Job, and give a burned offering for yourselves, and
my servant Job will make prayer for you, that I may not send punishment
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on you; because you have not said what is right about me, as my servant
Job has. 9 And Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar
the Naamathite, went and did as the Lord had said. And the Lord gave
ear to Job. 10 And the Lord made up to Job for all his losses, after he had
made prayer for his friends: and all Job had before was increased by the
Lord twice as much. 11 And all his brothers and sisters, and his friends of
earlier days, came and took food with him in his house; and made clear
their grief for him, and gave him comfort for all the evil which the Lord
had sent on him; and they all gave him a bit of money and a gold ring.
12 And the Lord's blessing was greater on the end of Job's life than on its
start: and so he came to have fourteen thousand sheep and goats, and six
thousand camels, and two thousand oxen, and a thousand she-asses. 13And
he had seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he gave the first the name
of Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch; 15And there
werenowomensobeautiful as thedaughtersof Job inall theearth: and their
father gave them a heritage among their brothers. 16And after this Job had
a hundred and forty years of life, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even
four generations. 17And Job came to his end, old and full of days.
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The Psalms
1

1Happy is the man who does not go in the company of sinners, or take his
place in the way of evil-doers, or in the seat of those who do not give
honour to the Lord.

2 But whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and whose mind is on his law
day and night.

3He will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, which gives its fruit at
the right time, whose leaves will ever be green; and he will do well in
all his undertakings.

4 The evil-doers are not so; but are like the dust from the grain, which the
wind takes away.

5For this cause therewill be nomercy for sinnerswhen they are judged, and
the evil-doers will have no place among the upright,

6 Because the Lord sees the way of the upright, but the end of the sinner is
destruction.

2
1Why are the nations so violently moved, and why are the thoughts of the

people so foolish?
2 The kings of the earth have taken their place, and the rulers are fixed in

their purpose, against the Lord, and against the king of his selection,
saying,

3Let their chains be broken, and their cords taken from off us.
4Then he whose seat is in the heavens will be laughing: the Lord will make

sport of them.
5Thenwill his angrywords come to their ears, and by his wrath theywill be

troubled:
6But I have put my king onmy holy hill of Zion.
7 Iwillmake clear the Lord's decision: he has said tome, You aremy son, this

day have I given you being.
8Make your request to me, and I will give you the nations for your heritage,

and the farthest limits of the earth will be under your hand.
9 They will be ruled by you with a rod of iron; they will be broken like a

potter's vessel.
10 So now be wise, you kings: take his teaching, you judges of the earth.
11Giveworship to the Lordwith fear, kissing his feet and giving himhonour,
12For fear thathemaybeangry, causingdestruction to comeonyou, because

he is quickly moved to wrath. Happy are all those who put their faith
in him.

3
A Psalm. Of David. When he went in flight from Absalom his son.
1 Lord, how greatly are they increased who make attacks on me! in great

numbers they come against me.
2Unnumbered are thosewho say ofmy soul, There is no help for him inGod.

(Selah.)
3But your strength, O Lord, is round me, you are my glory and the lifter up

of my head.
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4 I send up a cry to the Lord withmy voice, and he gives me an answer from
his holy hill. (Selah.)

5 I took my rest in sleep, and then again I was awake; for the Lord was my
support.

6 I will have no fear, though ten thousand have come round me, putting
themselves against me.

7 Come to me, Lord; keep me safe, O my God; for you have given all my
haters blows on their face-bones; the teeth of the evil-doers havebeen
broken by you.

8 Salvation comes from the Lord; your blessing is on your people. (Selah.)

4
To the chief music-maker on corded instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give answer to my cry, O God of my righteousness; make me free frommy

troubles; havemercy onme, and give ear to my prayer.
2O you sons of men, how long will you go on turning my glory into shame?

how long will you give your love to foolish things, going after what is
false? (Selah.)

3 See how the Lord has made great his mercy for me; the Lord will give ear
to my cry.

4Let there be fear in your hearts, and do no sin; have bitter feelings on your
bed, but make no sound. (Selah.)

5Give the offerings of righteousness, and put your faith in the Lord.
6There are numbers who say, Who will do us any good? the light of his face

has gone from us.
7Lord, you have put joy in my heart, more than they have when their grain

and their wine are increased.
8 Iwill takemyrest onmybed inpeace, because youonly, Lord, keepmesafe.

5
To the chief music-maker on wind instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give ear to mywords, O Lord; give thought to my heart-searchings.
2Let the voice of my cry come to you, my King and my God; for to you will I

makemy prayer.
3My voice will come to you in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I

sendmy prayer to you, and keep watch.
4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wrongdoing; there is no evil

with you.
5The sons of pride have no place before you; you are a hater of all workers

of evil.
6 You will send destruction on those whose words are false; the cruel man

and theman of deceit are hated by the Lord.
7Butas forme, Iwill come intoyourhouse, in the fullmeasureofyourmercy;

and in your fear I will give worship, turning my eyes to your holy
Temple.

8 Be my guide, O Lord, in the ways of your righteousness, because of those
who are against me; make your way straight before my face.

9For no faith may be put in their words; their inner part is nothing but evil;
their throat is like an open place for the dead; smooth are the words
of their tongues.
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10Send themtodestruction, OLord; let their evil designsbe the causeof their
fall; let them be forced out by all their sins; because they have gone
against your authority.

11 But let all those who put their faith in you be glad with cries of joy at all
times, and let all the lovers of your name be glad in you.

12For you, Lord, will send a blessing on the upright man; your grace will be
round him, and youwill be his strength.

6
To thechiefmusic-makeroncorded instruments, on theSheminith. APsalm.
Of David.
1OLord, do not be bitterwithme in yourwrath; do not send punishment on

me in the heat of your passion.
2Have mercy onme, O Lord, for I amwasted away: make me well, for even

my bones are troubled.
3My soul is in bitter trouble; and you, O Lord, how long?
4Comeback, O Lord,makemy soul free; O giveme salvation because of your

mercy.
5 For in death there is no memory of you; in the underworld who will give

you praise?
6 The voice of my sorrow is a weariness to me; all the night I make my bed

wet with weeping; it is watered by the drops flowing frommy eyes.
7My eyes are wasting away with trouble; they are becoming old because of

all those who are against me.
8Go fromme, all you workers of evil; for the Lord has given ear to the voice

of myweeping.
9 The Lord has given ear to my request; the Lord has let my prayer come

before him.
10Let all thosewho are againstme be shamed and deeply troubled; let them

be turned back and suddenly put to shame.

7
Shiggaion of David; a song which he made to the Lord, about the words of
Cush the Benjamite.
1O Lordmy God, I put my faith in you; take me out of the hands of himwho

is cruel to me, andmakeme free;
2So that hemay not come rushing onmy soul like a lion, wounding it, while

there is no one to bemy saviour.
3O Lordmy God, if I have done this; if my hands have done any wrong;
4 If I have given back evil to himwho did evil to me, or have taken anything

from himwhowas against mewithout cause;
5Letmyhater go aftermy soul and take it; letmy life be crushed to the earth,

andmy honour into the dust. (Selah.)
6Comeup, Lord, in yourwrath; be lifted up againstmyhaters; be awake,my

God, give orders for the judging.
7 The meeting of the nations will be round you; take your seat, then, over

them, on high.
8 The Lord will be judge of the peoples; give a decision for me, O Lord,

because of my righteousness, and let my virtue have its reward.
9Olet theevil of theevil-doercometoanend, butgive strength to theupright:

for men's minds and hearts are tested by the God of righteousness.
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10God, who is the saviour of the upright in heart, is my breastplate.
11God is the judge of the upright, and is angry with the evil-doers every day.
12 If aman is not turned fromhis evil, hewill make his sword sharp; his bow

is bent and ready.
13Hehasmade ready for him the instruments of death; hemakes his arrows

flames of fire.
14 That man is a worker of evil; the seed of wrongdoing has given birth to

deceit.
15He hasmade a hole deep in the earth, and is falling into the hole which he

has made
16 His wrongdoing will come back to him, and his violent behaviour will

come down on his head.
17 Iwill give praise to the Lord for his righteousness; Iwillmake a song to the

name of the LordMost High.

8
To the chief music-maker on the Gittith. A Psalm. Of David.
1OLord, ourLord,whoseglory ishigher than theheavens, hownoble is your

name in all the earth!
2You havemade clear your strength even out of themouths of babies at the

breast, because of those who are against you; so that you may put to
shame the cruel and violent man.

3When I see your heavens, thework of your fingers, themoon and the stars,
which you have put in their places;

4What isman, that you keep him inmind? the son ofman, that you take him
into account?

5Foryouhavemadehimonlya little lower than thegods, crowninghimwith
glory and honour.

6 You have made him ruler over the works of your hands; you have put all
things under his feet;

7All sheep and oxen, and all the beasts of the field;
8The birds of the air and the fish of the sea, and whatever goes through the

deep waters of the seas.
9O Lord, our Lord, how noble is your name in all the earth!

9
To the chief music-maker onMuthlabben. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will give you praise, O Lord, with all my heart; I will make clear all the

wonder of your works.
2 I will be glad and have delight in you: I will make a song of praise to your

name, OMost High.
3Whenmyhaters are turnedback, theywill be brokenandovercomebefore

you.
4 For you gave approval to my right and my cause; you were seated in your

high place judging in righteousness.
5You have said sharpwords to the nations, you have sent destruction on the

sinners, you have put an end to their name for ever and ever.
6 You have given their towns to destruction; the memory of them has gone;

they have becomewaste for ever.
7But the Lord is King for ever: he has made ready his high seat for judging.
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8Andhewill be the judgeof theworld in righteousness, giving truedecisions
for the peoples.

9TheLordwill be ahigh tower for thosewhoare crusheddown, ahigh tower
in times of trouble;

10And those who have knowledge of your name will put their faith in you;
because you, Lord, have ever given your help to those who were
waiting for you.

11Make songs of praise to the Lord, whose house is in Zion: make his doings
clear to the people.

12When he makes search for blood, he has them in his memory: he is not
without thought for the cry of the poor.

13Have mercy on me, O Lord, and see how I am troubled by my haters; let
me be lifted up from the doors of death;

14 So that I may make clear all your praise in the house of the daughter of
Zion: I will be glad because of your salvation.

15Thenationshave gonedown into theholewhich theymade: in their secret
net is their foot taken.

16 The Lord has given knowledge of himself through his judging: the evil-
doer is taken in the net which his hands hadmade. (Higgaion. Selah.)

17The sinners andall thenationswhohavenomemoryofGodwill be turned
into the underworld.

18 For the poor will not be without help; the hopes of those in need will not
be crushed for ever.

19Up! O Lord; let not man overcome you: let the nations be judged before
you.

20 Put them in fear, O Lord, so that the nations may see that they are only
men. (Selah.)

10
1Why do you keep far away, O Lord? why are you not to be seen in times of

trouble?
2The evil-doer in his pride is cruel to the poor; let him be taken by the tricks

of his invention.
3 For the evil-doer is lifted up because of the purpose of his heart, and he

whose mind is fixed on wealth is turned away from the Lord, saying
evil against him.

4The evil-doer in his pride says, Godwill notmake a search. All his thoughts
are, There is no God.

5His ways are ever fixed; your decisions are higher than he may see: as for
his haters, they are as nothing to him.

6He has said in his heart, I will not be moved: through all generations I will
never be in trouble.

7His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and false words: under his tongue
are evil purposes and dark thoughts.

8He is waiting in the dark places of the towns: in the secret places he puts
to death those who have done no wrong: his eyes are secretly turned
against the poor.

9He keeps himself in a secret place like a lion in his hole, waiting to put his
hands on the poorman, and pulling him into his net.

10 The upright are crushed and made low, and the feeble are overcome by
his strong ones.
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11He says in his heart, God has no memory of me: his face is turned away;
he will never see it.

12Up! O Lord; let your hand be lifted: give thought to the poor.
13Why has the evil-doer a low opinion of God, saying in his heart, You will

not make search for it?
14You have seen it; for your eyes are on sorrow and grief, to take it into your

hand: the poorman puts his faith in you; you have been the helper of
the child who has no father.

15Let the arm of the sinner and the evil-doer be broken; go on searching for
his sin till there is nomore.

16The Lord is King for ever and ever; the nations are gone from his land.
17 Lord, you have given ear to the prayer of the poor: you will make strong

their hearts, you will give them a hearing:
18To give decision for the childwithout a father and for the broken-hearted,

so that theman of the earthmay no longer be feared.

11
For the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 In the Lord put I my faith; how will you say to my soul, Go in flight like a

bird to themountain?
2 See, the bows of the evil-doers are bent, they make ready their arrows on

the cord, so that they may send them secretly against the upright in
heart.

3 If the bases are broken down, what is the upright man to do?
4 The Lord is in his holy Temple, the Lord's seat is in heaven; his eyes are

watching and testing the children of men.
5The Lord puts the upright and the sinner to the test, but he has hate in his

soul for the lover of violent acts.
6On the evil-doer he will send down fire and flames, and a burning wind;

with these will their cup be full.
7 For the Lord is upright; he is a lover of righteousness: the upright will see

his face.

12
For the chief music-maker on the Sheminith. A Psalm. Of David.
1Sendhelp, Lord, formercyhascometoanend; there isnomore faithamong

the children of men.
2 Everyone says false words to his neighbour: their tongues are smooth in

their talk, and their hearts are full of deceit.
3The smooth lips and the tongue of pride will be cut off by the Lord.
4They have said,With our tongueswill we overcome; our lips are ours: who

is lord over us?
5Because of the crushing of the poor and the weeping of those in need, now

will I come to his help, says the Lord; I will give him the salvation
which he is desiring.

6Thewords of the Lord are true words: like silver tested by fire and burned
clean seven times.

7 You will keep them, O Lord, you will keep them safe from this generation
for ever.

8 The sinners are walking on every side, and evil is honoured among the
children of men.
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13
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Will you for ever put me out of your memory, O Lord? will your face for

ever be turned away fromme?
2How long is my soul to be in doubt, with sorrow in my heart all the day?

how long will he who is against me be given power over me?
3 Let my voice come before you, and give me an answer, O Lord my God;

let your light be shining on me, so that the sleep of death may not
overtakeme;

4Andhewho is againstmemaynot say, I have overcomehim; and thosewho
are troublingmemay not be glad when I ammoved.

5But I have had faith in yourmercy; my heart will be glad in your salvation.
6 I will make a song to the Lord, because he has givenmemy reward.

14
To the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 The foolish man has said in his heart, God will not do anything. They are

unclean, they have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2 The Lord was looking down from heaven on the children of men, to see if

there were any who had wisdom, searching after God.
3 They have all gone out of the way together; they are unclean, there is not

one who does good, no, not one.
4Have all theworkers of evil no knowledge? they takemy people for food as

they would take bread; theymake no prayer to the Lord.
5Thenwere they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the upright.
6You have put to shame the thoughts of the poor, but the Lord is his support.
7May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! when the fate of his people is

changed by the Lord, Jacob will have joy and Israel will be glad.

15
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord,whomayhavea resting-place in your tent, a living-place onyourholy

hill?
2Hewho goes on his way uprightly, doing righteousness, and sayingwhat is

true in his heart;
3Whose tongue is not false, who does no evil to his friend, and does not take

away the good name of his neighbour;
4Who gives honour to those who have the fear of the Lord, turning away

from him who has not the Lord's approval. He who takes an oath
against himself, andmakes no change.

5He who does not put out his money at interest, or for payment give false
decisions against men who have done no wrong. He who does these
things will never bemoved.

16
Michtam. Of David.
1Keepme safe, O God: for in you I have put my faith.
2Omy soul, you have said to the Lord, You are my Lord: I have no good but

you.
3As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the noble in whom is all my

delight.
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4 Their sorrows will be increased who go after another god: I will not take
drink offerings from their hands, or take their names onmy lips.

5 The Lord is my heritage and the wine of my cup; you are the supporter of
my right.

6Fair are the places marked out for me; I have a noble heritage.
7 I will give praise to the Lord who has been my guide; knowledge comes to

me frommy thoughts in the night.
8 I have put the Lord beforeme at all times; because he is at my right hand, I

will not bemoved.
9Because of this my heart is glad, and my glory is full of joy: while my flesh

takes its rest in hope.
10For youwill not letmy soul be prisoned in the underworld; youwill not let

your loved one see the place of death.
11 You will make clear to me the way of life; where you are joy is complete;

in your right hand there are pleasures for ever and ever.

17
A Prayer. Of David.
1 Let my cause come to your ears, O Lord, give attention to my cry; give ear

to my prayer which goes not out from false lips.
2Bemy judge; for your eyes see what is right.
3You have put my heart to the test, searching me in the night; you have put

me to the test and seen no evil purpose in me; I will keep my mouth
from sin.

4As for the works of men, by the word of your lips I have kept myself from
the ways of the violent.

5 I have kept my feet in your ways, my steps have not been turned away.
6My cry has gone up to you, for you will give me an answer, O God: let your

ear be turned to me, and give attention to mywords.
7Makeclear thewonderof yourmercy, O saviourof thosewhoput their faith

in your right hand, from those who come out against them.
8Keepmeas the light of your eyes, coveringmewith the shadeof yourwings,
9From the evil-doers who are violent to me, and from those who are round

me, desiringmy death.
10They are shut up in their fat: with their mouths they say words of pride.
11Theyhavemadeacircle roundour steps: their eyesarefixedonus, forcing

us down to the earth;
12Like a lion desiring its food, and like a young lion waiting in secret places.
13 Up! Lord, come out against him, make him low, with your sword be my

saviour from the evil-doer.
14Withyourhand,OLord, frommen, evenmenof theworld,whoseheritage

is in this life, and whom you make full with your secret wealth: they
are full of children; after their death their offspring take the rest of
their goods.

15As forme, Iwill see your face in righteousness: when I amawake itwill be
joy enough for me to see your form.
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18
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord, of David, who said the
words of this song to the Lord on the daywhen the Lordmade him free from
the hand of all his haters, and from the hand of Saul; and he said,
1 I will give youmy love, O Lord, my strength.
2TheLord ismyRock,mywalled town, andmy saviour;myGod,myRock, in

himwill I put my faith; my breastplate, and the horn of my salvation,
andmy high tower.

3 Iwill send upmy cry to the Lord, who is to be praised; sowill I bemade safe
from those who are against me.

4The cords of death were roundme, and the seas of evil put me in fear.
5The cords of hell were roundme: the nets of death came onme.
6 Inmy troublemyvoicewentup to theLord, andmycry tomyGod: myvoice

came to his hearing in his holy Temple, and my prayer came before
him, even into his ears.

7Then trouble and shock came on the earth; and the bases of themountains
weremoved and shaking, because he was angry.

8 There went up a smoke from his nose, and a fire of destruction from his
mouth: flames were lighted by it.

9Theheavenswerebent, so that hemight comedown; and itwasdarkunder
his feet.

10 And he went in flight through the air, seated on a storm-cloud: going
quickly on the wings of the wind.

11Hemade the dark his secret place; his tent round himwas the darkwaters
and thick clouds of the skies.

12Before his shining light his dark clouds went past, raining ice and fire.
13 The Lord made thunder in the heavens, and the voice of the Highest was

sounding out: a rain of ice and fire.
14He sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions; by his flames of fire

they were troubled.
15 Then the deep beds of the waters were seen, and the bases of the world

were uncovered, because of your words of wrath, O Lord, because of
the breath from yourmouth.

16He sent from on high, he tookme, pulling me out of great waters.
17Hemademe free frommy strong hater, and from those whowere against

me, because they were stronger than I.
18They came onme in the day of my trouble; but the Lord wasmy support.
19 He took me out into a wide place; he was my saviour because he had

delight in me.
20The Lord givesme the reward ofmy righteousness, becausemy hands are

clean before him.
21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been turned away in sin

frommy God.
22For all his decisions were beforeme, and I did not put away his laws from

me.
23And I was upright before him, and I kept myself from sin.
24 Because of this the Lord has given me the reward of my righteousness,

becausemy hands are clean in his eyes.
25 On him who has mercy you will have mercy; to the upright you will be

upright;
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26Hewho is holy will see that you are holy; but to themanwhose way is not
straight you will be a hard judge.

27 For you are the saviour of those who are in trouble; but eyes full of pride
will be made low.

28You, O Lord, will bemy light; by you,myGod, the darkwill bemade bright
for me.

29By your help I have made a way through the wall which was shutting me
in; by the help of my God I have gone over a wall.

30As for God, his way is completely good; the word of the Lord is tested; he
is a breastplate for all those who put their faith in him.

31For who is God but the Lord? or who is a Rock but our God?
32God puts a strong band about me, guidingme in a straight way.
33Hemakesmy feet like roes' feet, and puts me on high places.
34He makes my hands expert in war, so that a bow of brass is bent by my

arms.
35You have givenme the breastplate of your salvation: your right hand has

beenmy support, and yourmercy has mademe great.
36 You have made my steps wide under me, so that my feet are kept from

slipping.
37 I go after my haters and overtake them; not turning back till they are all

overcome.
38 I will give them wounds, so that they are not able to get up: they are

stretched undermy feet.
39 For I have been armed by you with strength for the fight: you have made

low underme those who come out against me.
40By you their backs are turned in flight, so that my haters are cut off.
41They were crying out, but there was no one to come to their help: even to

the Lord, but he gave them no answer.
42 Then they were crushed as small as dust before the wind; they were

drained out like the waste of the streets.
43 You have made me free from the fightings of the people; you have made

me the head of the nations: a people ofwhom I hadno knowledgewill
be my servants.

44From the timewhenmynamecomes to their ears theywill be ruledbyme:
men of other countries will, with false hearts, put themselves under
my authority.

45Theywill bewastingaway, theywill comeoutof their secretplaces shaking
with fear.

46The Lord is living; praise be tomyRock, and let the God ofmy salvation be
honoured.

47 It is Godwho sends punishment onmy haters, and puts peoples undermy
rule.

48Hemakesme free frommy haters; I am lifted up over those who come up
against me: you havemademe free from the violent man.

49Because of this I will give you praise, O Lord, among the nations, and will
make a song of praise to your name.

50 Great salvation does he give to his king; he has mercy on the king of his
selection, David, and on his seed for ever.

19
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
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1The heavens are sounding the glory of God; the arch of the skymakes clear
the work of his hands.

2Day after day it sends out itsword, andnight after night it gives knowledge.
3There are no words or language; their voice makes no sound.
4Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of

the world. In them has he put a tent for the sun,
5Who is like a newly married man coming from his bride-tent, and is glad

like a strong runner starting on his way.
6His going out is from the end of the heaven, and his circle to the ends of it;

there is nothing which is not open to his heat.
7 The law of the Lord is good, giving new life to the soul: the witness of the

Lord is certain, giving wisdom to the foolish.
8The orders of the Lord are right,making glad the heart: the rule of the Lord

is holy, giving light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean, and has no end; the decisions of the Lord are

true and full of righteousness.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even than much shining gold;

sweeter than the dropping honey.
11 By them is your servant made conscious of danger, and in keeping them

there is great reward.
12Who has full knowledge of his errors? makeme clean from secret evil.
13Keep your servant back from sins of pride; let themnot have rule overme:

then will I be upright and free from great sin.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing in

your eyes, O Lord, my strength andmy salvation.

20
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1May the Lord give ear to you in the day of trouble; may you be placed on

high by the name of the God of Jacob;
2Mayhe send youhelp from theholy place, and give you strength fromZion;
3May he keep all your offerings inmind, and be pleasedwith the fat of your

burned offerings; (Selah.)
4May he give you your heart's desire, and put all your purposes into effect.
5We will be glad in your salvation, and in the name of our God we will put

up our flags: may the Lord give you all your requests.
6Now am I certain that the Lord gives salvation to his king; he will give him

an answer from his holy heaven with the strength of salvation in his
right hand.

7Some put their faith in carriages and some in horses; but wewill be strong
in the name of the Lord our God.

8They are bent down andmade low; but we have been lifted up.
9Come to our help, Lord: let the king give ear to our cry.

21
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1The kingwill be glad in your strength, O Lord; how great will be his delight

in your salvation!
2You have given him his heart's desire, and have not kept back the request

of his lips. (Selah.)
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3For you go before himwith the blessings of good things: you put a crown of
fair gold on his head.

4He made request to you for life, and you gave it to him, long life for ever
and ever.

5His glory is great in your salvation: honour and authority have you put on
him.

6 For you have made him a blessing for ever: you have given him joy in the
light of your face.

7For the king has faith in the Lord, and through the mercy of the Most High
he will not bemoved.

8 Your hand will make a search for all your haters; your right hand will be
hard on all those who are against you.

9 You will make them like a flaming oven before you; the Lord in his wrath
will put an end to them, and they will be burned up in the fire.

10 Their fruit will be cut off from the earth, and their seed from among the
children of men.

11For their thoughtswere bitter against you: they had an evil design in their
minds, which they were not able to put into effect.

12 Their backs will be turned when you make ready the cords of your bow
against their faces.

13 Be lifted up, O Lord, in your strength; so will we make songs in praise of
your power.

22
To the chief music-maker on Aijeleth-hash-shahar. A Psalm. Of David.
1My God, my God, why are you turned away from me? why are you so far

from helpingme, and from the words of my crying?
2O my God, I make my cry in the day, and you give no answer; and in the

night, and have no rest.
3But you are holy, O you who are seated among the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers had faith in you: they had faith and youwere their saviour.
5 They sent up their cry to you and were made free: they put their faith in

you andwere not put to shame.
6But I amawormandnot aman; cursed bymen, and looked downonby the

people.
7 I am laughed at by all thosewho seeme: pushing out their lips and shaking

their heads they say,
8He put his faith in the Lord; let the Lord be his saviour now: let the Lord be

his saviour, because he had delight in him.
9But it was you who took care of me from the day of my birth: you gave me

faith even frommymother's breasts.
10 I was in your hands even before my birth; you are my God from the time

when I was inmymother's body.
11Be not far fromme, for trouble is near; there is no one to give help.
12Agreatherdofoxen is roundme: Iamshut inby thestrongoxenofBashan.
13 I saw their mouths wide open, like lions crying after food.
14 I am flowing away like water, and all my bones are out of place: my heart

is like wax, it has become soft in my body.
15My throat is dry like a broken vessel; my tongue is fixed to the roof of my

mouth, and the dust of death is onmy lips.
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16 Dogs have come round me: I am shut in by the band of evil-doers; they
made wounds inmy hands and feet.

17 I am able to see all my bones; their looks are fixed onme:
18They make a division of my robes among them, by the decision of chance

they takemy clothing.
19Do not be far fromme, O Lord: Omy strength, come quickly to my help.
20Makemy soul safe from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.
21Be my saviour from the lion's mouth; let me go free from the horns of the

cruel oxen.
22 I will give the knowledge of your name to my brothers: I will give you

praise among the people.
23You who have fear of the Lord, give him praise; all you seed of Jacob, give

him glory; go in fear of him, all you seed of Israel.
24For he has not been unmoved by the pain of him who is troubled; or kept

his face covered from him; but he has given an answer to his cry.
25My praise will be of you in the great meeting: I will make my offerings

before his worshippers.
26 The poor will have a feast of good things: those who make search for the

Lord will give him praise: your heart will have life for ever.
27All the ends of the earth will keep it inmind and be turned to the Lord: all

the families of the nations will give himworship.
28For the kingdom is the Lord's; he is the ruler among the nations.
29All the fat ones of the earth will give him worship; all those who go down

to the dustwillmake themselves lowbefore him, even hewhohas not
enough for the life of his soul.

30A seed will be his servant; the doings of the Lord will bemade clear to the
generation which comes after.

31Theywill come andmake his righteousness clear to a people of the future
because he has done this.

23
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord takes care ofme as his sheep; Iwill not bewithout any good thing.
2He makes a resting-place for me in the green fields: he is my guide by the

quiet waters.
3He gives new life to my soul: he is my guide in the ways of righteousness

because of his name.
4Yes, though I go through the valley of deep shade, I will have no fear of evil;

for you are withme, your rod and your support are my comfort.
5Youmake readya table forme in front ofmyhaters: youput oil onmyhead;

my cup is overflowing.
6Truly, blessing andmercy will be with me all the days of my life; and I will

have a place in the house of the Lord all my days.

24
A Psalm. Of David.
1Theearth is theLord's,withall itswealth; theworldandall thepeople living

in it.
2For by him it was based on the seas, andmade strong on the deep rivers.
3Whomay go up into the hill of the Lord? and who may come into his holy

place?
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4Hewho has clean hands and a true heart; whose desire has not gone out to
foolish things, who has not taken a false oath.

5Hewill have blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his
salvation.

6This is the generation of thosewhose hearts are turned to you, even to your
face, O God of Jacob. (Selah.)

7Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; be lifted up, O you eternal doors: that
the King of glory may come in.

8Who is the King of glory? The Lord of strength and power, the Lord strong
in war.

9 Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; let them be lifted up, O you eternal
doors: that the King of glory may come in.

10 Who is the King of glory? The Lord of armies, he is the King of glory.
(Selah.)

25
Of David.
1To you, O Lord, my soul is lifted up.
2OmyGod, Ihaveputmy faith inyou, letmenotbe shamed; letnotmyhaters

be glorying over me.
3Letno servant of yoursbeput to shame;may thosebe shamedwhoare false

without cause.
4Make your steps clear to me, O Lord; give me knowledge of your ways.
5 Be my guide and teacher in the true way; for you are the God of my

salvation; I amwaiting for your word all the day.
6O Lord, keep inmind your pity and yourmercies; for they have been from

the earliest times.
7Donot keep inmindmy sinswhen Iwas young, ormywrongdoing: let your

memoryofmebe full ofmercy,OLord, becauseof your righteousness.
8Goodandupright is theLord: sohewill be the teacher of sinners in theway.
9Hewill be an upright guide to the poor in spirit: hewill make his way clear

to them.
10All the ways of the Lord are mercy and good faith for those who keep his

agreement and his witness.
11Because of your name, O Lord, let me have forgiveness for my sin, which

is very great.
12 If aman has the fear of the Lord, the Lordwill be his teacher in theway of

his pleasure.
13His soul will be full of good things, and his seed will have the earth for its

heritage.
14 The secret of the Lord is with those in whose hearts is the fear of him; he

will make his agreement clear to them.
15My eyes are turned to the Lord at all times; for he will take my feet out of

the net.
16 Be turned to me, and have mercy on me; for I am troubled and have no

helper.
17The troubles of my heart are increased: O takeme out of my sorrows.
18Give thought to my grief andmy pain; and take away all my sins.
19See how those who are against me are increased, for bitter is their hate of

me.
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20 O keep my soul, and take me out of danger: let me not be shamed, for I
have put my faith in you.

21Formy clean and upright ways keepme safe, becausemy hope is in you.
22Give Israel salvation, O God, out of all his troubles.

26
Of David.
1 O Lord, be my judge, for my behaviour has been upright: I have put my

faith in the Lord, I am not in danger of slipping.
2Put me in the scales, O Lord, so that I may be tested; let the firemake clean

my thoughts andmy heart.
3For yourmercy is beforemy eyes; and I have gone in the way of your good

faith.
4 I have not taken my seat with foolish persons, and I do not go with false

men.
5 I have been a hater of the band of wrongdoers, and I will not be seated

among sinners.
6 I will makemy hands clean from sin; so will I go round your altar, O Lord;
7 That I may give out the voice of praise, and make public all the wonders

which you have done.
8Lord, your house has been dear to me, and the resting-place of your glory.
9 Let not my soul be numbered among sinners, or my life among men of

blood;
10 In whose hands are evil designs, and whose right hands take money for

judging falsely.
11 But as for me, I will go on in my upright ways: be my saviour, and have

mercy onme.
12 I have a safe resting-place for my feet; I will give praise to the Lord in the

meetings of the people.

27
Of David.
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; who is then a cause of fear to me?

the Lord is the strength of my life; who is a danger to me?
2When evil-doers, even my haters, came on me to put an end to me, they

were broken and put to shame.
3 Even if an army came against me with its tents, my heart would have no

fear: if war wasmade onme, my faith would not bemoved.
4Oneprayer have Imade to the Lord, and this ismyheart's desire; that Imay

have a place in the house of the Lord all the days ofmy life, looking on
his glory, and getting wisdom in his Temple.

5For in the time of trouble hewill keepme safe in his tent: in the secret place
of his tent he will keepme frommen's eyes; high on a rock hewill put
me.

6And now my head will be lifted up higher than my haters who are round
me: because of this I will make offerings of joy in his tent; I will make
a song, truly I will make a song of praise to the Lord.

7O Lord, let the voice of my cry come to your ears: have mercy on me, and
giveme an answer.

8When you said, Make search for my face, my heart said to you, For your
face will I makemy search.
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9 Let not your face be covered from me; do not put away your servant in
wrath; youhavebeenmyhelp: donot givemeupor take your support
fromme, O God of my salvation.

10Whenmy father andmymother are turned away fromme, then the Lord
will be my support.

11Make your way clear to me, O Lord, guiding me by the right way, because
of my haters.

12 Do not give me into their hands, because false witnesses have come out
against me, andmen breathing destruction.

13 I hadalmost givenupmyhopeof seeing theblessingof theLord in the land
of the living.

14Let your hope be in the Lord: take heart and be strong; yes, let your hope
be in the Lord.

28
Of David.
1 My cry goes up to you, O Lord, my Rock; do not keep back your answer

from me, so that I may not become like those who go down into the
underworld.

2Give ear to the voice ofmyprayer,when I amcrying to you,whenmyhands
are lifted up to your holy place.

3 Do not take me away with the sinners and the workers of evil, who say
words of peace to their neighbours, but evil is in their hearts.

4 Give them the right reward of their acts, and of their evil doings: give
them punishment for the works of their hands, let them have their
full reward.

5 Because they have no respect for the works of the Lord, or for the things
which his hands have made, they will be broken down and not lifted
up by him.

6May theLordbepraised, becausehehas given ear to the voice ofmyprayer.
7The Lord ismy strength andmy breastplate, my heart had faith in him and

I am helped; for this cause my heart is full of rapture, and I will give
him praise inmy song.

8The Lord is their strength, and a strong place of salvation for his king.
9Be a saviour to your people, and send a blessing on your heritage: be their

guide, and let them be lifted up for ever.

29
A Psalm. Of David.
1Give to the Lord, you sons of the gods, give to the Lord glory and strength.
2Give to the Lord the full glory of his name; give himworship in holy robes.
3 The voice of the Lord is on the waters: the God of glory is thundering, the

Lord is on the great waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is full of power; the voice of the Lord has a noble

sound.
5 By the voice of the Lord are the cedar-trees broken, even the cedars of

Lebanon are broken by the Lord.
6Hemakes them go jumping about like a young ox; Lebanon and Sirion like

a youngmountain ox.
7At the voice of the Lord flames of fire are seen.
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8At the voice of the Lord there is a shaking in thewaste land, even a shaking
in the waste land of Kadesh.

9At the voice of the Lord the roes give birth, the leaves are taken from the
trees: in his Temple everything says, Glory.

10The Lord hadhis seat as kingwhen thewaters came on the earth; the Lord
is seated as king for ever.

11The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will give his people the
blessing of peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song at the blessing of the House. Of David.
1 I will give you praise and honour, O Lord, because through you I have been

lifted up; you have not givenmy haters cause to be glad over me.
2O Lordmy God, I sent upmy cry to you, and you havemademewell.
3OLord, youhavemademysoul comeagain fromtheunderworld: youhave

givenme life and kept me from going down among the dead.
4Make songs to theLord, Oyou saints of his, andgivepraise tohis holyname.
5For hiswrath is only for aminute; in his grace there is life; weepingmay be

for a night, but joy comes in themorning.
6When things went well for me I said, I will never bemoved.
7 Lord, by your grace you have kept my mountain strong: when your face

was turned fromme I was troubled.
8My voice went up to you, O Lord; I mademy prayer to the Lord.
9What profit is there inmy blood if I go down into the underworld? will the

dust give you praise, or be a witness to your help?
10Give ear to me, O Lord, and havemercy onme: Lord, be my helper.
11 By you my sorrow is turned into dancing; you have taken away my

clothing of grief, and givenme robes of joy;
12So thatmy glorymaymake songs of praise to you and not be quiet. O Lord

my God, I will give you praise for ever.

31
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed; keep me safe

in your righteousness.
2Let your ear be turned to me; take me quickly out of danger; be my strong

Rock, my place of strength where I may be safe.
3 For you are my Rock and my strong tower; go in front of me and be my

guide, because of your name.
4 Take me out of the net which they have put ready for me secretly; for you

aremy strength.
5 Into your hands I give my spirit; you are my saviour, O Lord God for ever

true.
6 I am full of hate for thosewhogoafter false gods; butmyhope is in theLord.
7 I will be glad and have delight in your mercy; because you have seen my

trouble; you have had pity onmy soul in its sorrows;
8And youhave not givenme into the hand ofmyhater; you have putmy feet

in a wide place.
9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eyes are wasted with

grief, I amwasted in soul and body.



Psalms 31:10 580 Psalms 32:8

10My life goes on in sorrow, andmy years inweeping; my strength is almost
gone because of my sin, andmy bones are wasted away.

11Because of all thosewhoare againstme, I havebecomeawordof shame to
my neighbours; a cause of shaking the head and a fear to my friends:
those who sawme in the street went in flight fromme.

12 I have gone from men's minds and memory like a dead man; I am like a
broken vessel.

13False statements againstmehave come tomy ears; fearwas on every side:
theywere talking together againstme, designing to take awaymy life.

14But I had faith in you, O Lord; I said, You aremy God.
15 The chances of my life are in your hand; take me out of the hands of my

haters, and of those who go after me.
16Let your servant see the light of your face; in yourmercy bemy saviour.
17 Let me not be shamed, O Lord, for I have made my prayer to you; let the

sinners be shamed, and let their mouths be shut in the underworld.
18Let the false lips be shut, which say evil against the upright, looking down

on him in their pride.
19O how great is your grace, which you have put in store for your worship-

pers, and which you have made clear to those who had faith in you,
before the sons of men!

20 You will keep them safe in your house from the designs of man; in the
secret of your tent will you keep them from angry tongues.

21May the Lord be praised, because he has made clear to me the wonder of
his grace in a strong town.

22And as forme, I said inmy fear, I am cut off frombefore your eyes; but you
gave ear to the voice of my prayer, whenmy cry went up to you.

23O have love for the Lord, all you his saints; for the Lord keeps safe from
danger all those who are true to him, and gives the workers of pride
their right reward.

24 Put away fear and let your heart be strong, all you whose hope is in the
Lord.

32
Of David. Maschil.
1 Happy is he who has forgiveness for his wrongdoing, and whose sin is

covered.
2Happy is the man in whom the Lord sees no evil, and in whose spirit there

is no deceit.
3When I kept mymouth shut, my bones were wasted, because of my crying

all through the day.
4For theweight of your handwas onmeday andnight;mybody becamedry

like the earth in summer. (Selah.)
5 I mademywrongdoing clear to you, and did not keep backmy sin. I said, I

will put it all before the Lord; and you took awaymywrongdoing and
my sin. (Selah.)

6For this cause let every saintmake his prayer to you at a timewhen you are
near: then the overflowing of the great waters will not overtake him.

7 You are my safe and secret place; you will keep me from trouble; you will
put songs of salvation on the lips of those who are roundme. (Selah.)

8 I will give you knowledge, teaching you the way to go; my eye will be your
guide.
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9Do not be like the horse or the ass, without sense; ...
10 The sinner will be full of trouble; but mercy will be round the man who

has faith in the Lord.
11 Be glad in the Lord with joy, you upright men; give cries of joy, all you

whose hearts are true.

33
1Be glad in the Lord, O doers of righteousness; for praise is beautiful for the

upright.
2Givepraise to theLordon the corded instrument;makemelody tohimwith

instruments of music.
3Make a new song to him; playing expertly with a loud noise.
4For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his works are certain.
5His delight is in righteousness andwisdom; the earth is full of themercy of

the Lord.
6By thewordof theLordwere theheavensmade; andall the armyof heaven

by the breath of his mouth.
7Hemakes the waters of the sea come together in amass; he keeps the deep

seas in store-houses.
8Let the earth be full of the fear of the Lord; let all the people of theworld be

in holy fear of him.
9For he gave the word, and it was done; by his order it was fixed for ever.
10The Lord undoes the designs of the nations; he makes the thoughts of the

peoples without effect.
11TheLord's purpose is eternal, the designs of his heart go on through all the

generations of man.
12Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people whom he has

taken for his heritage.
13The Lord is looking down from heaven; he sees all the sons of men;
14From his house he keeps watch on all who are living on the earth;
15Hemakes all their hearts; their works are clear to him.
16A king's salvation is not in the power of his army; a strong man does not

get free by his great strength.
17A horse is a false hope; his great power will not make any man free from

danger.
18 See, the eye of the Lord is on those in whose hearts is the fear of him, on

those whose hope is in his mercy;
19To keep their souls from death; and to keep them living in time of need.
20Our souls are waiting for the Lord; he is our help and our salvation.
21For in him our hearts have joy; in his holy name is our hope.
22Let yourmercy be on us, O Lord, as we are waiting for you.

34
Of David. When hemade a change in his behaviour before Abimelech, who
sent him away, and he went.
1 I will be blessing the Lord at all times; his praise will be ever inmymouth.
2 My soul will say great things of the Lord: the poor in spirit will have

knowledge of it and be glad.
3O give praise to the Lord with me; let us be witnesses together of his great

name.
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4 I was searching for the Lord, and he gave ear to my voice, and made me
free from all my fears.

5Let your eyes be turned to him and you will have light, and your faces will
not be shamed.

6This poorman's cry came before the Lord, and he gave him salvation from
all his troubles.

7The angel of the Lord is ever watching over those who have fear of him, to
keep them safe.

8By experience youwill see that the Lord is good; happy is themanwho has
faith in him.

9Keep yourselves in the fear of the Lord, all you his saints; for those who do
so will have no need of anything.

10The young lions are in need and have no food; but those who are looking
to the Lord will have every good thing.

11 Come, children, give attention to me; I will be your teacher in the fear of
the Lord.

12Whatman has a love of life, and a desire that his daysmay be increased so
that hemay see good?

13Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips fromwords of deceit.
14Be turned fromevil, and do good;make a search for peace, desiring itwith

all your heart.
15The eyes of the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their cry.
16The face of the Lord is against thosewho do evil, to take away thememory

of them from the earth.
17The cry of the upright comes before the Lord, and he takes them out of all

their troubles.
18 The Lord is near the broken-hearted; he is the saviour of those whose

spirits are crushed down.
19Great are the troubles of the upright: but the Lord takes him safely out of

them all.
20He keeps all his bones: not one of them is broken.
21 Evil will put an end to the sinner, and those who are haters of righteous-

ness will come to destruction.
22 The Lord will be the saviour of the souls of his servants, and no one who

has faith in himwill be put to shame.

35
Of David.
1 O Lord, be on my side against those who are judging me; be at war with

those whomake war against me.
2Be a breastplate to me, and giveme your help.
3Take up your spear and keep back my attackers; say to my soul, I am your

salvation.
4 Let them be overcome and put to shame who make attempts to take my

soul; let those who would do me damage be turned back and made
foolish.

5 Let them be like dust from the grain before the wind; let the angel of the
Lord send them in flight.

6Let their way be dark and full of danger; let them be troubled by the angel
of the Lord.

7 For without cause they have put a net ready for me secretly, in which to
takemy soul.
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8Let destruction come on themwithout their knowledge; let them be taken
themselves in their secret nets, falling into the same destruction.

9Andmy soul will have joy in the Lord; it will be glad in his salvation.
10All my bones will say, Lord, who is like you? The saviour of the poor man

from thehands of the strong, of himwho is poor and inneed fromhim
who takes his goods.

11 False witnesses got up: they put questions to me about crimes of which I
had no knowledge.

12They gaveme back evil for good, troublingmy soul.
13 But as for me, when they were ill I put on the clothing of sorrow: I went

without food and was sad, and my prayer came back again to my
heart.

14My behaviour was as if it had been my friend or my brother: I was bent
low in grief like one whosemother is dead.

15But they took pleasure inmy trouble, and came together, yes, low persons
came together againstmewithoutmy knowledge; they never came to
an end of woundingme.

16Likemen of deceit they putme to shame; the voice of theirwrathwas loud
against me.

17 Lord, how long will you be looking on? take my soul from their destruc-
tion, my life from the lions.

18 I will give you praise in the great meeting; I will give you honour among a
strong people.

19Do not let my haters be glad overme falsely; let not those who are against
mewithout causemake sport of me.

20For they do not say words of peace; in their deceit they are designing evil
things against the quiet ones in the land.

21 Their mouths were open wide against me, and they said, Aha, aha, our
eyes have seen it.

22You have seen this, O Lord; be not unmoved: O Lord, be not far fromme.
23Be awake, O Lord, bemoved to take upmy cause, my God andmy Lord.
24Bemy judge, OLordmyGod, in your righteousness; donot let thembeglad

over me.
25 Let them not say in their hearts, So we will have it: let them not say, We

have put an end to him.
26 Let all those who take pleasure in my troubles be shamed and come to

nothing: let thosewhoare liftedupagainstmebe coveredwith shame
and have no honour.

27Let those who are onmy side give cries of joy; let them ever say, The Lord
be praised, for he has pleasure in the peace of his servant.

28Andmy tonguewill be talking of your righteousness and of your praise all
the day.

36
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord. Of David.
1The sin of the evil-doer says in his heart, There is no fear of the Lord before

his eyes.
2 For he takes comfort in the thought that his sin will not be uncovered and

hated.
3 In the words of his mouth are evil and deceit; he has given up being wise

and doing good.



Psalms 36:4 584 Psalms 37:16

4He gives thought to evil on his bed; he takes a way which is not good; he is
not a hater of evil.

5 Your mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and your strong purpose is as high
as the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judging is like the
great deep; O Lord, you give life to man and beast.

7 How good is your loving mercy, O God! the children of men take cover
under the shade of your wings.

8 The delights of your house will be showered on them; you will give them
drink from the river of your pleasures.

9For with you is the fountain of life: in your light we will see light.
10O let there be no end to your loving mercy to those who have knowledge

of you, or of your righteousness to the upright in heart.
11Let not the foot of pride come againstme, or the hand of the evil-doers put

me out of my place.
12There theworkers of evil have comedown: they have beenmade low, and

will not be lifted up.

37
Of David.
1Donot be angry because of thewrongdoers, or have envy of theworkers of

evil.
2For theywill quickly be cut down like grass, and become dry like the green

plants.
3 Have faith in the Lord, and do good; be at rest in the land, and go after

righteousness.
4Sowill yourdelight be in theLord, andhewill give youyourheart's desires.
5Put your life in the hands of the Lord; have faith in him and he will do it.
6And hewill make your righteousness be seen like the light, and your cause

like the shining of the sun.
7Take your rest in the Lord,waiting quietly for him; donot be angry because

of the man who does well in his evil ways, and gives effect to his bad
designs.

8Put an end to your wrath and be no longer bitter; do not give way to angry
feeling which is a cause of sin.

9 For the evil-doers will be cut off: but those who have faith in the Lord will
have the earth for their heritage.

10For in a short time the evil-doer will be gone: youwill go searching for his
place, and it will not be there.

11 But the gentle will have the earth for their heritage; they will take their
delight in peace without measure.

12Thesinnerhasevil designsagainst theupright, liftingup thevoiceofwrath
against him.

13Hewill be laughed at by the Lord, who sees that his day is coming.
14 The evil-doers have taken out their swords, their bows are bent; for

crushing the poor, and to put to death those who are upright in their
ways.

15 But their swords will be turned into their hearts, and their bows will be
broken.

16The little which the goodman has is better than the wealth of evil-doers.
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17 For the arms of the evil-doers will be broken: but the Lord is the support
of the good.

18The days of the upright are numbered by the Lord, and their heritage will
be for ever.

19 They will not be shamed in the evil time, and in the days when all are in
need of food they will have enough.

20 But the wrongdoers will come to destruction, and the haters of the Lord
will be like the fat of lambs, they will be burned up; they will go up in
smoke, and never again be seen.

21The sinner takesmoney and does not give it back; but the uprightmanhas
mercy, and gives to others.

22 Those who have his blessing will have the earth for their heritage; but
those who are cursed by himwill be cut off.

23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he takes delight in
his way.

24Even if he has a fall hewill not bewithout help: for the hand of the Lord is
supporting him.

25 I have been young, and now am old, but I have not seen the good man
without help, or his children looking for bread.

26 All the day he is ready to have mercy and to give; his children are a
blessing.

27Be turned from evil, and do good; and your place will be for ever.
28 For the Lord is a lover of righteousness, and takes care of his saints; they

will be kept safe for ever; but the seed of the evil-doers will be cut off.
29 The upright will have the earth for their heritage, and will go on living

there for ever.
30 The mouth of the good man says words of wisdom; the talk of his tongue

is of righteousness.
31The law of his God is in his heart; he will never make a false step.
32The sinners are watching the upright man, desiring to put him to death.
33The Lord will not give him into their hands, or be against him when he is

judged.
34 Be waiting for the Lord, and keep his way; and you will be lifted up, and

have the land for your heritage: when the evil-doers are cut off, you
will see it.

35 I have seen the evil-doer in great power, covering the earth like a great
tree.

36But he came to an end, and there was no sign of him; I made a search for
him and he was not there.

37Give attention to the good man, and take note of the upright; because the
end of that man is peace.

38 But as for the sinners, they will be cut off together; the end of the
wrongdoers is destruction.

39But the Lord is the saviour of the upright: he is their strength in the time
of trouble.

40And the Lordwill be their help, and keep them safe: he will take them out
of the hands of the evil-doers, and be their saviour, because they had
faith in him.

38
A Psalm. Of David. To keep inmemory.
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1O Lord, be not bitter with me in your wrath; let not your hand be onme in
the heat of your passion.

2 For your arrows have gone into my flesh, and I am crushed under the
weight of your hand.

3Myflesh iswastedbecauseof yourwrath; and there isnopeace inmybones
because of my sin.

4Formy crimes have gone overmy head; they are like a great weight which
is more thanmy strength.

5 My wounds are poisoned and evil-smelling, because of my foolish be-
haviour.

6 I am troubled, I ammade low; I go weeping all the day.
7Formy body is full of burning; all my flesh is unhealthy.
8 I am feeble and crushed down; I gave a cry like a lion because of the grief

in my heart.
9Lord, all my desire is before you; my sorrow is not kept secret from you.
10My heart goes out in pain, my strength is wasting away; as for the light of

my eyes, it is gone fromme.
11My lovers and my friends keep away frommy disease; my relations keep

far away.
12 Those who have a desire to take my life put nets for me; those who are

designing my destruction say evil things against me, all the day their
minds are full of deceit.

13But I kept my ears shut like a man without hearing; like a man without a
voice, never opening his mouth.

14So I was like amanwhose ears are shut, and inwhosemouth there are no
sharp words.

15 In you, O Lord, is my hope: you will give me an answer, O Lord, my God.
16 I said, Let them not be glad over me; whenmy foot is moved, let them not

be lifted up with pride against me.
17My feet are near to falling, andmy sorrow is ever before me.
18 I will make clear mywrongdoing, with sorrow inmy heart for my sin.
19 But they are strong who have hate for me without cause: those who are

against me falsely are increased in numbers.
20They give me back evil for good; they are my haters because I go after the

thing which is right.
21Do not give me up, O Lord; Omy God, be near to me.
22Come quickly to give me help, O Lord, my salvation.

39
To the chief music-maker. Of Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I said, I will give attention tomyways, so thatmy tonguemay do nowrong;

I will keepmymouth under control, while the sinner is before me.
2 I made no sound, I said no word, even of good; and I was moved with

sorrow.
3My heart was burning in my breast; while I was deep in thought the fire

was lighted; then I said withmy tongue,
4Lord, giveme knowledge ofmy end, and of themeasure ofmy days, so that

I may see how feeble I am.
5 You have made my days no longer than a hand's measure; and my years

are nothing in your eyes; truly, everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
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6 Truly, every man goes on his way like an image; he is troubled for no
purpose: he makes a great store of wealth, and has no knowledge of
whowill get it.

7And now, Lord, what am I waiting for? my hope is in you.
8Makeme free from all my sins; do not let me be shamed by theman of evil

behaviour.
9 I was quiet, and kept mymouth shut; because you had done it.
10No longer let your hand be hard onme; I amwasted by the blows of your

hand.
11 By the weight of your wrath against man's sin, the glory of his form is

wasted away; truly everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
12 Let my prayer come to your ears, O Lord, and give attention to my cry,

make an answer tomyweeping: formy time here is short before you,
and in a little time I will be gone, like all my fathers.

13 Let your wrath be turned away from me, so that I may be comforted,
before I go away from here, and become nothing.

40
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1When I was waiting quietly for the Lord, his heart was turned to me, and

he gave ear to my cry.
2He tookme up out of a deepwaste place, out of the soft and sticky earth; he

put my feet on a rock, andmademy steps certain.
3Andhe put a new song inmymouth, even praise to ourGod; numbers have

seen it with fear, and put their faith in the Lord.
4Happy is the man who has faith in the Lord, and does not give honour to

themen of pride or to those who are turned away to deceit.
5OLordmyGod, great are thewonderswhichyouhavedone inyour thought

for us; it is not possible to put them out in order before you; when I
would give an account of them, their number is greater than I may
say.

6 You had no desire for offerings of beasts or fruits of the earth; ears you
made for me: for burned offerings and sin offerings you made no
request.

7Then I said, See, I come; it is recorded of me in the roll of the book,
8My delight is to do your pleasure, Omy God; truly, your law is in my heart.
9 I have given news of righteousness in the great meeting; O Lord, you have

knowledge that I have not kept backmywords.
10 Your righteousness has not been folded away in my heart; I have made

clear your true word and your salvation; I have not kept secret your
mercy or your faith from the great meeting.

11 Take not away your gentle mercies from me, O Lord; let your mercy and
your faith keepme safe for ever.

12Forunnumbered evils are roundaboutme;my sins have overtakenme, so
that I am bent down with their weight; they are more than the hairs
of my head, my strength is gone because of them.

13 Be pleased, O Lord, to take me out of danger; O Lord, come quickly and
giveme help.
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14Let thosewho go aftermy soul for its destruction have shame and trouble
together; let thembe turnedback andmade foolishwho takepleasure
inmy trouble.

15Let those who say to me, Aha, aha! be surprised because of their shame.
16 Let all those who are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the

lovers of your salvation ever say, May the Lord be great.
17Though I am poor and in need, the Lord has me in mind; you are my help

andmy saviour; let there be no waiting, Omy God.

41
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Happy is themanwhogives thought to thepoor; theLordwill behis saviour

in the time of trouble.
2 The Lord will keep him safe, and give him life; the Lord will let him be a

blessing on the earth, andwill not give him into thehandof his haters.
3The Lord will be his support on his bed of pain: by you will all his grief be

turned to strength.
4 I said, Lord, have mercy on me; make my soul well, because my faith is in

you.
5Myhaters say evil againstme,Whenwill he be dead, and his name come to

an end?
6 If one comes to seeme, deceit is in his heart; he keeps a store of evil, which

hemakes public in every place.
7All my haters are talking secretly together against me; they are designing

my downfall.
8They say, He has an evil disease, whichwill not let him go: and now that he

is down he will not get up again.
9 Even my dearest friend, in whom I had faith, who took bread with me, is

turned against me.
10But you, O Lord, havemercy onme, lifting me up, so that I may give them

their punishment.
11 By this I see that you have pleasure in me, because my hater does not

overcomeme.
12And as forme, you aremy support inmy righteousness, givingme a place

before your face for ever.
13May the Lord God of Israel be praised, through eternal days and for ever.

So be it. So be it.

42
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of the sons of Korah.
1 Like the desire of the roe for the water-streams, so is my soul's desire for

you, O God.
2My soul is dry for need of God, the livingGod; whenmay I come and see the

face of God?
3My tears have been my food day and night, while they keep saying to me,

Where is your God?
4Let my soul be overflowing with grief when these things come back to my

mind, how I went in company to the house of God, with the voice of
joy and praise, with the song of those whowere keeping the feast.
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5Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me?
put your hope in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help
andmy God.

6My soul is crushed down inme, so I will keep you inmind; from the land of
Jordan and of the Hermons, from the hill Mizar.

7 Deep is sounding to deep at the noise of your waterfalls; all your waves
have gone rolling over me.

8But the Lord will send his mercy in the daytime, and in the night his song
will be withme, a prayer to the God of my life.

9 Iwill say toGodmyRock,Whyhave you letme go fromyourmemory? why
do I go in sorrow because of the attacks of my haters?

10The cruel words of my haters are like a crushing of my bones; when they
say to me every day, Where is your God?

11Why are you crushed down, Omy soul? andwhy are you troubled inme?
put your hope in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help
andmy God.

43
1Bemy judge, OGod, supportingmy cause against a nationwithout religion;

O keepme from the false and evil man.
2You are the God of my strength; why have you put me from you? why do I

go in sorrow because of the attacks of my haters?
3O send out your light and your true word; let them be my guide: let them

takeme to your holy hill, and to your tents.
4Then I will go up to the altar of God, to the God of my joy; I will be glad and

give praise to you on an instrument of music, O God, my God.
5Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me?

put your hope in God, for I will again give him praise who is my help
andmy God.

44
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of KorahMaschil.
1 It has come to our ears, O God, our fathers have given us the story, of the

works which you did in their days, in the old times,
2 Uprooting the nations with your hand, and planting our fathers in their

place; cutting down the nations, but increasing the growth of your
people.

3 For they did not make the land theirs by their swords, and it was not their
arms which kept them safe; but your right hand, and your arm, and
the light of your face, because you had pleasure in them.

4You aremy King andmy God; ordering salvation for Jacob.
5 Through you will we overcome our haters; by your name will they be

crushed under our feet who are violent against us.
6 I will not put faith inmy bow, my sword will not bemy salvation.
7 But it is you who have been our saviour from those who were against us,

and have put to shame those who had hate for us.
8Our pride is in God at all times, to his namewe give praise for ever. (Selah.)
9But now you have sent us away from you, and put us to shame; you do not

go out with our armies.
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10Because of this we are turned back by the attacker: those who have hate
for us take our goods for themselves.

11Youhavemade us like sheepwhich are taken formeat; we are put to flight
among the nations.

12 You let your people go for nothing; your wealth is not increased by their
price.

13Youhavemadeus tobe lookeddownonbyourneighbours,weare laughed
at and shamed by those who are round about us.

14Our name is a word of shame among the nations, a sign for the shaking of
heads among the peoples.

15My downfall is ever before me, and I am covered with the shame of my
face;

16Because of the voice of him who says sharp and bitter words; because of
the hater and himwho is the instrument of punishment.

17All this has come on us, but still we have kept you in ourmemory; andwe
have not been false to your word.

18Our hearts have not gone back, and our steps have not been turned out of
your way;

19 Though you have let us be crushed in the place of jackals, though we are
covered with darkest shade.

20 If the name of our God has gone out of our minds, or if our hands have
been stretched out to a strange god,

21Will not Godmake search for it? for he sees the secrets of the heart.
22Truly, because of youwe are put to death every day; we are numbered like

sheep for destruction.
23Why are you sleeping, O Lord? awake! and come to our help, do not give

us up for ever.
24Why is your face covered, and why do you give no thought to our trouble

and our cruel fate?
25 For our souls are crushed down to the dust: our bodies are stretched out

on the earth.
26Up! and come to our help, and give us salvation because of yourmercy.

45
To the chiefmusic-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. Maschil.
A Song of loves.
1My heart is flowing over with good things; my words are of that which I

havemade for a king; my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
2You are fairer than the children ofmen; grace is flowing through your lips;

for this cause the blessing of God is with you for ever.
3 Put on your sword, make it ready at your side, O strong chief, with your

glory and power.
4And go nobly on in your power, because you are good and true andwithout

pride; and your right handwill be teaching you things of fear.
5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's haters; because of them the

peoples are falling under you.
6Your seat of power, O God, is for ever and ever; the rod of your kingdom is

a rod of honour.
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7Youhavebeena lover of righteousness andahater of evil: and soGod, your
God, has put the oil of joy on your head, lifting you high over all other
kings.

8 Your robes are full of the smell of all sorts of perfumes and spices; music
from the king's ivory houses has made you glad.

9Kings' daughters are among your noblewomen: on your right is the queen
in gold of Ophir.

10Odaughter, give thought andattention, and let your earbeopen; no longer
keep inmind your people, and your father's house;

11 So will the king have a great desire for you, seeing how beautiful you are;
because he is your lord, give him honour.

12And the daughters of Tyre will be there with an offering; those who have
wealth among the people will be looking for your approval.

13 In the great house the king's daughter is all shining: her clothing isworked
with gold.

14 She will come before the king in robes of needlework; the virgins in her
train will come before you.

15With joy and rapture will they come; they will go into the king's house.
16 Your children will take the place of your fathers; so that you may make

them rulers over all the earth.
17 I will keep the memory of your name living through all generations; and

because of this the people will give you praise for ever.

46
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah; put to Alamoth. A Song.
1God is our harbour and our strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 For this cause we will have no fear, even though the earth is changed, and

though themountains are moved in the heart of the sea;
3 Though its waters are sounding and troubled, and though the mountains

are shaking with their violent motion. (Selah.)
4There is a riverwhose streamsmake glad the resting-place of God, the holy

place of the tents of the Most High.
5God has taken his place in her; she will not be moved: he will come to her

help at the dawn of morning.
6 The nations were angry, the kingdoms were moved; at the sound of his

voice the earth became like wax.
7The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)
8Come, see the works of the Lord, the destruction which he hasmade in the

earth.
9Heputs an end towars over all the earth; by him the bow is broken, and the

spear cut in two, and the carriage burned in the fire.
10Be at peace in the knowledge that I am God: I will be lifted up among the

nations, I will be honoured through all the earth.
11The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)

47
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1O make a glad noise with your hands, all you peoples; letting your voices

go up to Godwith joy.
2For the LordMost High is to be feared; he is a great King over all the earth.
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3Hewill put down the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.
4Hewill give us our heritage, the glory of Jacob who is dear to him. (Selah.)
5God has gone upwith a glad cry, the Lord with the sound of the horn.
6Give praises to God, make songs of praise; give praises to our King, make

songs of praise.
7For God is the King of all the earth; make songs of praise with knowledge.
8God is the ruler over the nations; God is on the high seat of his holy rule.
9The rulers of the peoples have come together, with the people of the God of

Abraham; because the powers of the earth areGod's: he is lifted up on
high.

48
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, in the town of our God, in his

holy mountain.
2Beautiful in its highposition, the joyof all the earth, is themountainof Zion,

the mountain of God, the town of the great King.
3 In its buildings God is seen to be a high tower.
4For see! the kings came together by agreement, they were joined together.
5 They saw it, and so were full of wonder; they were troubled, and went

quickly away in fear.
6 Shaking came on them and pain, as on a woman in childbirth.
7By you the ships of Tarshish are broken as by an east wind.
8As it came to our ears so have we seen it, in the town of the Lord of armies,

in the town of our God; God will keep it fixed for ever. (Selah.)
9Our thoughts were of yourmercy, O God, while we were in your Temple.
10Asyourname is, OGod, so is yourpraise to the ends of the earth; your right

hand is full of righteousness.
11Let there be joy in themountain of Zion, and let the daughters of Judah be

glad, because of your wise decisions.
12Make your way about Zion, and go round it, numbering its towers.
13Take note of its strong walls, looking well at its fair buildings; so that you

may give word of it to the generation which comes after.
14Because this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide.

49
Alamoth. To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.
1Give attention to this, all you peoples; let your ears be open, all youwho are

living in the world.
2High and low together, the poor, and those who have wealth.
3 From my mouth will come words of wisdom; and in the thoughts of my

heart will be knowledge.
4 I will put my teaching into a story; I will make my dark sayings clear with

music.
5What cause have I for fear in the days of evil, when the evil-doing of those

who are working for my downfall is round about me?
6Even of thosewhose faith is in their wealth, andwhose hearts are lifted up

because of their stores.
7Truly, nomanmay get back his soul for a price, or give to God the payment

for himself;
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8 (Because it takes a great price to keep his soul from death, and man is not
able to give it.)

9 So that hemight have eternal life, and never see the underworld.
10 For he sees that wise men come to their end, and foolish persons of low

behaviour come to destruction together, letting their wealth go to
others.

11 The place of the dead is their house for ever, and their resting-place
through all generations; those who come after them give their names
to their lands.

12Butman, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like
the beasts.

13This is theway of the foolish; their silver is for thosewho come after them,
and their children get the pleasure of their gold. (Selah.)

14Deathwill give them their food like sheep; theunderworld is their fate and
they will go down into it; their flesh is food for worms; their form is
wasted away; the underworld is their resting-place for ever.

15But Godwill get backmy soul; for hewill takeme from the power of death.
(Selah.)

16Have no fear when wealth comes to a man, and the glory of his house is
increased;

17For at his death, hewill take nothing away; his glorywill not go downafter
him.

18Though he might have pride in his soul in his life-time, and men will give
you praise if you do well for yourself,

19Hewill go to the generation of his fathers; he will not see the light again.
20Man, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like the

beasts.

50
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1The God of gods, even the Lord, has sent out his voice, and the earth is full

of fear; from the coming up of the sun to its going down.
2From Zion, most beautiful of places, God has sent out his light.
3Our God will come, and will not keep quiet; with fire burning before him,

and storm-winds round him.
4His voice will go out to the heavens and to the earth, for the judging of his

people:
5 Let my saints come together to me; those who have made an agreement

withme by offerings.
6 And let the heavens make clear his righteousness; for God himself is the

judge. (Selah.)
7Give ear, Omypeople, tomywords; O Israel, I will be awitness against you;

I am God, even your God.
8 I will not take up a cause against you because of your offerings, or because

of your burned offerings, which are ever before me.
9 I will take no ox out of your house, or he-goats from your flocks;
10For every beast of thewoodland ismine, and the cattle on a thousandhills.
11 I see all the birds of themountains, and the beasts of the field are mine.
12 If I had need of food, I would not give you word of it; for the earth is mine

and all its wealth.
13Am I to take the flesh of the ox for my food, or the blood of goats for my

drink?
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14Make an offering of praise to God; keep the agreements which you have
made with theMost High;

15Let your voice come up to me in the day of trouble; I will be your saviour,
so that youmay give glory to me.

16 But to the sinner, God says, What are you doing, talking of my laws, or
taking the words of my agreement in yourmouth?

17 Seeing that you have no desire for my teaching, turning your back on my
words.

18When you saw a thief, you were in agreement with him, and you were
joined with those who took other men's wives.

19You have given yourmouth to evil, your tongue to words of deceit.
20 You say evil of your brother; you make false statements against your

mother's son.
21These things have youdone, and I said nothing; it seemed to you that Iwas

such a one as yourself; but I will make a protest against you, and put
them in order before your eyes.

22Nowkeep this inmind, youwho have nomemory of God, for fear that you
may be crushed undermy hand, with no one to give you help:

23Whoevermakes an offering of praise gives glory tome; and to himwho is
upright in his ways I will make clear the salvation of God.

51
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. When Nathan the prophet
came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.
1Have pity on me, O God, in your mercy; out of a full heart, take away my

sin.
2Let all mywrongdoing be washed away, andmakeme clean from evil.
3For I am conscious of my error; my sin is ever before me.
4Against you, youonly, have I donewrong,working thatwhich is evil in your

eyes; so that yourwordsmaybe seen to be right, and youmaybe clear
when you are judging.

5Truly, I was formed in evil, and in sin didmymother give me birth.
6 Your desire is for what is true in the inner parts: in the secrets of my soul

you will give me knowledge of wisdom.
7Makeme free from sin with hyssop: let me be washed whiter than snow.
8Makeme full of joy and rapture; so that the boneswhich have been broken

may be glad.
9Let your face be turned frommywrongdoing, and take away all my sins.
10Make a clean heart in me, O God; give me a right spirit again.
11Do not put me away from before you, or take your holy spirit fromme.
12Giveme back the joy of your salvation; let a free spirit be my support.
13 Then will I make your ways clear to wrongdoers; and sinners will be

turned to you.
14Bemy saviour from violent death, O God, the God ofmy salvation; andmy

tongue will give praise to your righteousness.
15OLord, letmy lips be open, so thatmymouthmaymake clear your praise.
16 You have no desire for an offering or I would give it; you have no delight

in burned offerings.
17The offerings of God are a broken spirit; a broken and sorrowing heart, O

God, you will not put from you.
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18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure, building up thewalls of Jerusalem.
19 Then you will have delight in the offerings of righteousness, in burned

offerings and offerings of beasts; then they will make offerings of
oxen on your altar.

52
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of David. When Doeg the Edomite came
to Saul saying, David has come to the house of Ahimelech.
1 Why do you take pride in wrongdoing, lifting yourself up against the

upright man all the day?
2Purposing destruction, using deceit; your tongue is like a sharp blade.
3 You have more love for evil than for good, for deceit than for works of

righteousness. (Selah.)
4Destruction is in all your words, O false tongue.
5 But God will put an end to you for ever; driving you out from your tent,

uprooting you from the land of the living. (Selah.)
6The upright will see it with fear, and will say, laughing at you:
7See, this is themanwho did notmake God his strength, but had faith in his

goods and his property, andmade himself strong in his wealth.
8But I am like a branching olive-tree in the house of God; I have putmy faith

in his mercy for ever and ever.
9 Iwill giveyoupraisewithoutend forwhatyouhavedone; Iwill givehonour

to your name before your saints, for it is good.

53
To the chief music-maker; put to Mahalath. Maschil. Of David.
1 The foolish man has said in his heart, God will not do anything. They are

unclean, they have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2God was looking down from heaven on the children of men, to see if there

were any who had wisdom, searching after God.
3 Every one of them has gone back; they are unclean: there is not one who

does good, no, not one.
4Have the workers of evil no knowledge? they take my people for food, as

they would take bread; theymake no prayer to God.
5Theywere in great fear, where therewas no cause for fear: for the bones of

those who make war on you have been broken by God; you have put
them to shame, because God has no desire for them.

6May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! When the fate of his people is
changed by God, Jacob will have joy, and Israel will be glad.

54
To the chief music-maker; on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David. When the
Ziphites came and said to Saul, Is not David keeping himself secret among
us?
1 Let your name be my salvation, O God; let my cause be judged by your

strength.
2Let my prayer come before you, O God; give ear to the words of mymouth.
3Formenwhoare going aftermehave comeout againstme, violentmenare

purposing to take my soul; they have not put God before their eyes.
(Selah.)

4 See, God is my helper: the Lord is the great supporter of my soul.
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5 Let the evil works of my haters come back on them again; let them be cut
off by your good faith.

6 Freely will I make my offerings to you; I will give praise to your name, O
Lord, for it is good.

7Because it has beenmy saviour fromallmy trouble; andmy eyes have seen
the punishment of my haters.

55
To the chief music-maker, on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David.
1Give hearing to my prayer, O God; and let not your ear be shut against my

request.
2Give thought tome, and let my prayer be answered: I have beenmade low

in sorrow;
3 I am troubled because of the voice of the cruel ones, because of the loud

cry of the evil-doers; for they put a weight of evil on me, and they are
cruel in their hate for me.

4My heart is deeply wounded, and the fear of death has come onme.
5Fear and shaking have come over me, with deep fear I am covered.
6And I said, If only I hadwings like a dove! for then Iwould go in flight from

here and be at rest.
7 I would go wandering far away, living in the waste land. (Selah.)
8 I would quickly take cover from the driving storm and from the violent

wind.
9Senddestruction on them, OLord,make a division of tongues among them:

for I have seen fighting and violent acts in the town.
10By day andnight they go round the town, on thewalls; trouble and sorrow

are in the heart of it.
11Evil is there; cruel rule and deceit are ever in the streets.
12For it was notmy haterwho said evil ofme; that would have been no grief

to me; it was not one outside the number of my friends who made
himself strong against me, or I would have kept myself from him in
a secret place;

13But it was you, my equal, my guide, mywell-loved friend.
14We had loving talk together, and went to the house of God in company.
15 Let the hand of death come on them suddenly, and let them go down

living into the underworld; because evil is in their houses and in their
hearts.

16As for me, I will makemy prayer to God, and he will be my saviour.
17 In the evening and in themorning and in themiddle of the day Iwillmake

my prayer with sounds of grief; andmy voice will come to his ears.
18He has taken my soul away from the attack which was made against me,

and given it peace; for great numbers were against me.
19God will give thought to me; he who from early times is strong will send

pain and trouble on them. (Selah.) Because they are unchanged, they
have no fear of God.

20He has put out his hand against those whowere at peacewith him; he has
not kept his agreement.

21 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his
heart; his words were softer than oil, but they were sharp swords.

22Put your cares on the Lord, and hewill be your support; he will not let the
upright man bemoved.
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23But you, O God, will send them down into the underworld; the cruel and
the falsewill be cut offbeforehalf their days are ended; but Iwill have
faith in you.

56
To the chief music-maker; put to Jonath elem rehokim. Of David. Michtam.
When the Philistines took him in Gath.
1Havemercy onme, OGod, forman is attemptingmydestruction; every day

hemakes cruel attacks against me.
2My haters are ever ready to put an end to me; great numbers are lifting

themselves up against me.
3 In the time of my fear, I will have faith in you.
4 In Godwill I give praise to his word; in God have I put my hope; I will have

no fear of what fleshmay do tome.
5Every day theymakewrong use ofmywords; all their thoughts are against

me for evil.
6They come together, they are waiting in secret places, they take note of my

steps, they are waiting for my soul.
7By evil-doing they will not get free from punishment. In wrath, O God, let

the peoples bemade low.
8Youhave seenmywanderings; put thedrops frommyeyes into yourbottle;

are they not in your record?
9When I send upmy cry to you, my haters will be turned back; I am certain

of this, for God is withme.
10 In God will I give praise to his word; in the Lord will I give praise to his

word.
11 In God have I put my hope, I will have no fear of what manmay do tome.
12 I keep the memory of my debt to you, O God; I will give you the offerings

of praise.
13Because youhave takenmysoul from thepowerof death; andkeptmy feet

from falling, so that I may be walking before God in the light of life.

57
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When he
went in flight from Saul, in the hole of the rock.
1Havemercy onme, O God, havemercy onme; for the hope of my soul is in

you: I will keepmyself safely under the shade of yourwings, till these
troubles are past.

2 I will send up my cry to the Most High God; to God who does all things for
me.

3Hewill send fromheaven, and takeme fromthepowerofhimwhosedesire
is for my destruction. God will send out his mercy and his good faith.

4My soul is among lions; I am stretched out among those who are on fire,
even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and whose
tongue is a sharp sword.

5O God, be lifted up higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the
earth.

6They havemade ready a net for my steps; my soul is bent down; they have
made a great hole beforeme, and have gone down into it themselves.
(Selah.)
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7 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will make songs, and give
praise.

8 You are my glory; let the instruments of music be awake; I myself will be
awake with the dawn.

9 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I will make songs to you
among the nations.

10For yourmercy is great, stretching up to the heavens, and your righteous-
ness goes up to the clouds.

11Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens, let your glory be over all the
earth.

58
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David.
1 Is there righteousness in yourmouths, O you gods? are you upright judges,

O you sons of men?
2The purposes of your hearts are evil; your hands are full of cruel doings on

the earth.
3The evil-doers are strange from the first; from the hour of their birth they

go out of the true way, saying false words.
4 Their poison is like the poison of a snake; they are like the adder, whose

ears are shut;
5Who will not be moved by the voice of the wonder-worker, however great

are his powers.
6O God, let their teeth be broken in their mouths; let the great teeth of the

young lions be pulled out, O Lord.
7 Let them be turned to liquid like the ever-flowing waters; let them be cut

off like the grass by the way.
8 Let them be like an after-birth which is turned to water and comes to an

end; like the fruit of awomanwhogivesbirthbeforeher time, let them
not see the sun.

9Before they are conscious of it, let thembe cut down like thorns; let a strong
wind take them away like waste growth.

10The upright manwill be gladwhen he sees their punishment; his feet will
be washed in the blood of the evil-doer.

11So thatmenwill say, Truly there is a reward for righteousness; truly there
is a God who is judge on the earth.

59
To the chief music-maker; put to At-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When
Saul sent, and they were watching the house, to put him to death.
1 Take me out of the hands of the cruel ones, O my God; keep me safe from

those who come up against me.
2Takeme out of the power of theworkers of evil, and keepme safe from the

men of blood.
3 For see, they are watching in secret for my soul; the strong have come

together against me? but not because of my sin, or my evil-doing, O
Lord.

4For no sin ofmine they go quickly and get themselves ready; be awake and
come tomy help, and see.

5 You, O Lord God of armies, are the God of Israel; come now and give
punishment to the nations; have no mercy on any workers of deceit.
(Selah.)
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6They come back in the evening; theymake a noise like a dog, and go round
the town.

7 See, hate is dropping from their lips; curses are on their tongues: they say,
Who gives attention to it?

8But you are laughing at them,OLord; youwillmake sport of all the nations.
9Omy strength, I will put my hope in you; because God is my strong tower.
10 The God of my mercy will go before me: God will let me see my desire

effected onmy haters.
11Put them not to death, for somy people will keep thememory of them: let

them be sent in all directions by your power; make them low, O Lord
our saviour.

12Because of the sin of theirmouths and theword of their lips, let themeven
be taken in their pride; and for their curses and their deceit,

13Put an end to them in yourwrath, put an end to them, so that theymaynot
be seen again; let them see that God is ruling in Jacob and to the ends
of the earth. (Selah.)

14And in the evening let them come back, and make a noise like a dog, and
go round the town.

15 Let them go wandering up and down in search of food, and be there all
night if they have not enough.

16 But I will make songs of your power; yes, I will give cries of joy for your
mercy in the morning; because you have been my strength and my
high tower in the day of my trouble.

17To you, Omy strength, will Imakemy song: because God ismy high tower,
even the God of mymercy.

60
To the chief music-maker; put to Shushan-eduth. Michtam. Of David. For
teaching. When he was fighting against Aram-naharaim and Aramzobah,
when Joab came back, and put twelve thousand of the Edomites to death, in
the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have put us away fromyou, you have sent us in all directions, you

have been angry; O be turned to us again.
2By the power of your hand the earth is shaking and broken; make it strong

again, for it is moved.
3 You have made the people see hard times; you have given us the wine of

shaking for our drink.
4Give a safe place to thosewho have fear of you, where theymay go in flight

from before the bow. (Selah.)
5 So that your loved ones may be made safe, let your right hand be my

salvation, and give me an answer.
6 God has said in his holy place, I will be glad: I will make a division of

Shechem, and the valley of Succoth will be measured out.
7Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; and Ephraim is the strength of my

head; Judah is my law-giver;
8Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I put out my shoe; over Philistia will

a glad cry be sounded.
9Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
10Have not you put us away, O God? and you have not gone out with our

armies.
11Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
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12 Through God we will do great things, for through him our haters will be
crushed under our feet.

61
To the chief music-maker. On a corded instrument. Of David.
1Let my cry come to you, O God; let your ears be open tomy prayer.
2 From the end of the earth will I send up my cry to you, when my heart is

overcome: takeme to the rock which is over-high for me.
3 For you have been my secret place, and my high tower from those who

made war onme.
4 I will make your tent my resting-place for ever: I will keep myself under

the cover of your wings. (Selah.)
5 For you, O God, have made answer to my prayers; you have given me the

heritage of those who give honour to your name.
6 You will give the king long life; and make his years go on through the

generations.
7 May the seat of his authority be before God for ever; may mercy and

righteousness keep him safe.
8 So will I make songs in praise of your name for ever, giving to God that

which is right day by day.

62
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy salvation.
2 He only is my Rock and my salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be

greatly moved.
3How longwill you go ondesigning evil against aman? running against him

as against a broken wall, which is on the point of falling?
4 Their only thought is to put him down from his place of honour; their

delight is in deceit: blessing is in their mouths but cursing in their
hearts. (Selah.)

5My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy hope.
6 He only is my Rock and my salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be

greatly moved.
7 In God is my salvation, andmy glory; the Rock of my strength, andmy safe

place.
8Have faith in him at all times, you people; let your hearts go flowing out

before him: God is our safe place. (Selah.)
9Truly men of low birth are nothing, andmen of high position are not what

they seem; if they are put in the scales together they are less than a
breath.

10Have no faith in the rewards of evil-doing, or in profits wrongly made: if
your wealth is increased, do not put your hopes on it.

11Once has God said, twice has it come tomy ears, that power is God's:
12And mercy, O Lord, is yours, for you give to every man the reward of his

work.

63
A Psalm. Of David. When he was in the waste land of Judah.
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1OGod, you aremy God; early will I makemy search for you: my soul is dry
for need of you, my flesh is wasted with desire for you, as a dry and
burning land where no water is;

2To see your power and your glory, as I have seen you in the holy place.
3Because yourmercy is better than life, my lips will give you praise.
4 So will I go on blessing you all my life, lifting upmy hands in your name.
5My soul will be comforted, as with good food; and mymouth will give you

praise with songs of joy;
6When thememory of you comes tome onmy bed, andwhen I give thought

to you in the night-time.
7Because you have beenmy help, I will have joy in the shade of your wings.
8My soul keeps ever near you: your right hand is my support.
9 But those whose desire is my soul's destruction will go down to the lower

parts of the earth.
10They will be cut off by the sword; they will be food for foxes.
11But the king will have joy in God; everyone who takes an oath by himwill

have cause for pride; but the false mouth will be stopped.

64
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1OGod, let the voice ofmy grief come to your ear: keepmy life from the fear

of those who are against me.
2Keepme safe from the secret purpose of wrongdoers; from the band of the

workers of evil;
3Whomake their tongues sharp likea sword, andwhosearrowsarepointed,

even bitter words;
4 So that in secret they may let loose their arrows at the upright, suddenly

and unseen.
5Theymake themselves strong inanevil purpose; theymakeholes for secret

nets; they say, Whowill see it,
6Or make discovery of our secret purpose? The design is framed with care;

and the inner thought of a man, and his heart, is deep.
7But God sends out an arrow against them; suddenly they are wounded.
8The evil of their tongues is the cause of their fall; all thosewho see themare

shaking their heads at them.
9And in fear men make public the works of God; and giving thought to his

acts they get wisdom.
10 The upright will be glad in the Lord and have hope in him; and all the

lovers of righteousness will give him glory.

65
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. A Song.
1 It is right for you, O God, to have praise in Zion: to you let the offering be

made.
2To you, O hearer of prayer, let the words of all flesh come.
3Evils have overcome us: but as for our sins, you will take them away.
4 Happy is the man of your selection, to whom you give a resting-place in

your house; we will be full of the good things out of your holy place.
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5 You will give us an answer in righteousness by great acts of power, O God
of our salvation; youwho are the hope of all the ends of the earth, and
of the far-off lands of the sea;

6 The God by whose strength the mountains are fixed; who is robed with
power:

7Whomakes the loud voice of the sea quiet, and puts an end to the sound of
its waves.

8Those in the farthest parts of the earth have fearwhen they see your signs:
the outgoings of themorning and evening are glad because of you.

9You have given your blessing to the earth, watering it andmaking it fertile;
the river of God is full of water: and having made it ready, you give
men grain.

10 You make the ploughed lands full of water; you make smooth the slopes:
you make the earth soft with showers, sending your blessing on its
growth.

11 The year is crowned with the good you give; life-giving rain is dropping
from your footsteps,

12Falling on the grass of the waste land: and the little hills are glad on every
side.

13 The grass-land is thick with flocks; the valleys are full of grain; they give
glad cries and songs of joy.

66
To the chief music-maker. A Song. A Psalm.
1 Send up a glad cry to God, all the earth:
2Make a song in honour of his name: give praise and glory to him.
3Say to God, How greatly to be feared are yourworks! because of your great

power your haters are forced to put themselves under your feet.
4 Let all the earth give you worship, and make songs to you; let them make

songs to your name. (Selah.)
5 Come and see the works of God: he is to be feared in all he does to the

children of men.
6Theseawas turned intodry land: theywent through theriveron foot: there

did we have joy in him.
7He is ruling in power for ever; his eyes are watching the nations: may his

haters have no strength against him. (Selah.)
8Give blessings to our God, O you peoples, let the voice of his praise be loud;
9Because he gives us life, and has not let our feet bemoved.
10For you, O God, have put us to the test: testing us by fire like silver.
11You let us be put in prison; chains were put on our legs.
12You let men go driving over our heads; wewent through fire and through

water; but you took us out into a wide place.
13 I will come into your housewith burned offerings, I will make payment of

my debt to you,
14 Keeping the word which came from my lips, and which my mouth said,

when I was in trouble.
15 Iwill give youburned offerings of fat beasts, and the smoke of sheep; Iwill

make offerings of oxen and goats. (Selah.)
16Come, give ear tome, all you God-fearingmen, so that Imaymake clear to

you what he has done for my soul.
17My voice went up to him, and I was lifted up from the underworld.
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18 I said inmy heart, The Lord will not give ear to me:
19But truly God's ear has been open; he has give attention to the voice ofmy

prayer.
20Praise be toGodwhohasnot takenawayhis good faith andhismercy from

me.

67
To the chief music-maker. With corded instruments. A Psalm. A Song.
1May God give usmercy and blessing, and let the light of his face be shining

on us; (Selah.)
2 So that men may see your way on the earth, and your salvation among all

nations.
3Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
4O let the nations be glad, andmake song of joy; for you will be the judge of

the peoples in righteousness, guiding the nations of the earth. (Selah.)
5Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
6 The earth has given her increase; and God, even our God, will give us his

blessing.
7Godwill give us his blessing; so let all the ends of the earth be in fear of him.

68
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm. A Song.
1Let God be seen, and let his haters be put to flight; let thosewho are against

him be turned back before him.
2Let thembe like smoke before the drivingwind; aswax turning soft before

the fire, so let them come to an end before the power of God.
3 But let the upright be glad; let them have delight before God; let them be

full of joy.
4Make songs to God, make songs of praise to his name; make a way for him

who comes through the waste lands; his name is Jah; be glad before
him.

5A father to those who have no father, a judge of the widows, is God in his
holy place.

6 Those who are without friends, God puts in families; he makes free those
who are in chains; but thosewho are turned away fromhimare given
a dry land.

7 O God, when you went out before your people, wandering through the
waste land; (Selah.)

8The earth was shaking and the heavens were streaming, because God was
present; even Sinai itself was moved before God, the God of Israel.

9You,OGod, did freely send the rain, giving strength to thewearinessof your
heritage.

10 Those whose resting-place was there, even the poor, were comforted by
your good things, O God.

11 The Lord gives the word; great is the number of the women who make it
public.

12Kings of armies quickly go in flight: and the women in the houses make a
division of their goods.

13Will you take your rest among the flocks? like thewings of a dove covered
with silver, and its feathers with yellow gold.
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14 When the Most High put the kings to flight, it was as white as snow in
Salmon.

15A hill of God is the hill of Bashan; a hill with high tops is the hill of Bashan.
16Why are you looking with envy, you high hills, on the hill desired by God

as his resting-place? truly, God will make it his house for ever.
17 The war-carriage of God is among Israel's thousands; the Lord has come

from Sinai to the holy place.
18Youhave gone up onhigh, taking your prisonerswith you; you have taken

offerings frommen; the LordGodhas takenhis place on the seat of his
power.

19 Praise be to the Lord, who is our support day by day, even the God of our
salvation. (Selah.)

20Our God is for us a God of salvation; his are the ways out of death.
21The heads of the haters of God will be crushed; even the head of himwho

still goes on in his evil ways.
22 The Lord said, I will make them come back from Bashan, and from the

deep parts of the sea;
23So that your footmaybe redwith blood, and the tongues of your dogswith

the same.
24Wesee your going, OGod: even the going ofmyGod,myKing, into theholy

place.
25Themakers of songs go before, the players ofmusic come after, among the

young girls playing on brass instruments.
26Givepraise toGod in the greatmeeting; even theLord, youwhocome from

the fountain of Israel.
27 There is little Benjamin ruling them, the chiefs of Judah and their army,

the rulers of Zebulun and the rulers of Naphtali.
28O God, send out your strength; the strength, O God, with which you have

done great things for us,
29Out of your Temple in Jerusalem.
30 Say sharp words to the beast among the water-plants, the band of strong

ones, with the lords of the peoples, put an end to the people whose
delight is in war.

31 Kings will give you offerings, they will come out of Egypt; from Pathros
will come offerings of silver; Ethiopiawill be stretching out her hands
to God.

32Make songs to God, you kingdoms of the earth; O make songs of praise to
the Lord; (Selah.)

33 To him who goes or the clouds of heaven, the heaven which was from
earliest times; he sends out his voice of power.

34Make clear that strength is God's: he is lifted up over Israel, and his power
is in the clouds.

35 O God, you are to be feared in your holy place: the God of Israel gives
strength and power to his people. Praise be to God.

69
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of David.
1Bemy saviour, O God; because the waters have come in, even tomy neck.
2My feet are deep in the soft earth, where there is no support; I have come

into deep waters, the waves are flowing over me.
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3 I am tired with my crying; my throat is burning: my eyes are wasted with
waiting for my God.

4 Those who have hate for me without cause are greater in number than
the hairs of my head; those who are against me, falsely desiring my
destruction, are very strong; I gave back what I had not taken away.

5O God, you see how foolish I am; andmywrongdoing is clear to you.
6Let not those who have hope in you be put to shame because ofme, O Lord

God of armies: let not those who are waiting for you be made low
because of me, O God of Israel.

7 I have been wounded with sharp words because of you; my face has been
covered with shame.

8 I have become strange tomy brothers, and like aman froma far country to
mymother's children.

9 I amonfirewithpassion for yourhouse; and thehard thingswhichare said
about you have come onme.

10My bitter weeping, andmy goingwithout food, were turned tomy shame.
11When I put on the clothing of grief, they said evil of me.
12 I ama cause ofwonder to those in authority; a song to thosewho are given

to strong drink.
13 But as for me, let my prayer be made to you, O Lord, at a time when you

are pleased; O God, give me an answer in your great mercy, for your
salvation is certain.

14 Take me from the grip of the sticky earth, so that I may not go down into
it; let me be lifted up from the deep waters.

15 Let me not be covered by the flowing waters; let not the deep waters go
over my head, and let me not be shut up in the underworld.

16Give an answer tomywords, O Lord; for yourmercy is good: be turned to
me, because of your great pity.

17Letnot your facebecovered fromyour servant, for I amin trouble; quickly
give me an answer.

18 Come near to my soul, for its salvation: be my saviour, because of those
who are against me.

19You have seenmy shame, how I was laughed at andmade low; my haters
are all before you.

20My heart is broken by bitter words, I am full of grief; I made a search for
some to have pity onme, but there was no one; I had no comforter.

21They gaveme poison for my food; and bitter wine for my drink.
22Let their table before thembe for their destruction; let their feasts become

a net to take them.
23Let their eyes be blind so that theymay not see; let their bodies for ever be

shaking.
24Let your curse come on them; let the heat of your wrath overtake them.
25Give their houses to destruction, and let there be no one in their tents.
26 Because they are cruel to him against whom your hand is turned; they

make bitter the grief of himwho is wounded by you.
27Let their punishment be increased; let themnot come into your righteous-

ness.
28 Let their names be taken from the book of the living, let them not be

numbered with the upright.
29But I am poor and full of sorrow; let me be lifted up by your salvation, O

Lord.
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30 I will give praise to the name of God with a song; I will give glory to him
for what he has done.

31 This will be more pleasing to the Lord than an ox, or a young ox of full
growth.

32The poorwill see it and be glad: youwho are lovers of God, let your hearts
have life.

33For the ears of the Lord are open to the poor, and he takes thought for his
prisoners.

34Let the heavens and the earth give praise to him, the seas, and everything
moving in them.

35For Godwill be the saviour of Zion, and the builder of the towns of Judah;
so that it may be their resting-place and heritage.

36 The seed of his servants will have their part in it, and there the lovers of
his namewill have rest.

70
To the chief music-maker. Of David. To keep inmemory.
1Let your salvation come quickly, O God; come quickly to my help, O Lord.
2Let thosewho go aftermy soul have shame and trouble; let thosewho have

evil designs against me be turned back andmade foolish.
3Let those who say Aha, aha! be turned back as a reward of their shame.
4 Let all those who are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the

lovers of your salvation ever say, May God be great.
5But I ampoor and in need; come tome quickly, O God; you aremy help and

my saviour; let there be no waiting, O Lord.

71
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed.
2Keep me safe in your righteousness, and come to my help; give ear to my

voice, and bemy saviour.
3Be my strong Rock, the strong place of my salvation; for you are my Rock,

andmy safe place.
4Omy God, take me out of the hand of the sinner, out of the hand of the evil

and cruel man.
5 For you are my hope, O Lord God; I have had faith in you from the time

when I was young.
6You have beenmy support from the day ofmy birth; you tookme out ofmy

mother's body; my praise will be ever of you.
7 I am awonder to all; but you aremy strong tower.
8Mymouth will be full of your praise and glory all the day.
9 Do not give me up when I am old; be my help even when my strength is

gone.
10Formyhaters arewaiting secretly forme; and thosewho arewatching for

my soul are banded together in their evil designs,
11 Saying, God has given him up; go after him and take him, for he has no

helper.
12O God, be not far fromme; Omy God, come quickly to my help.
13Let those who say evil against my soul be overcome and put to shame; let

my haters bemade low and have no honour.
14But I will go on ever hoping, and increasing in all your praise.
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15My mouth will make clear your righteousness and your salvation all the
day; for they aremore thanmay bemeasured.

16 I will give news of the great acts of the Lord God;mywordswill be of your
righteousness, and of yours only.

17O God, you have been my teacher from the time when I was young; and I
have been talking of your works of wonder even till now.

18 Now when I am old and grey-headed, O God, give me not up; till I have
made clear your strength to this generation, and your power to all
those to come.

19Your righteousness, OGod, is veryhigh; youhavedonegreat things; OGod,
who is like you?

20You,whohave sent great and bitter troubles onme,will giveme life again,
lifting me up from the deep waters of the underworld.

21Youwill makeme greater than before, and giveme comfort on every side.
22 I will give praise to you with instruments of music, O my God, for you are

true; I will make songs to you withmusic, O Holy One of Israel.
23 Joywill be onmy lipswhen Imakemelody to you; and inmy soul, towhich

you have given salvation.
24 My tongue will be talking of your righteousness all the day; for those

whose purpose is to dome evil have been crushed and put to shame.

72
Of Solomon.
1Give the king your authority, O God, and your righteousness to the king's

son.
2Mayhebe a judge of your people in righteousness, andmake true decisions

for the poor.
3May themountains give peace to the people, and the hills righteousness.
4Mayhebea judgeof thepooramong thepeople,mayhegive salvation to the

children of those who are in need; by him let the violent be crushed.
5May his life go on as long as the sun andmoon, through all generations.
6May he come down like rain on the cut grass; like showers watering the

earth.
7 In his days may the upright do well, living in peace as long as there is a

moon in heaven.
8Let his kingdom be from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth.
9 Let those who are against him go down before him; and let his haters be

low in the dust.
10 Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands come back with offerings; let

the kings of Sheba and Seba give of their stores.
11Yes, let all kings go down before him; let all nations be his servants.
12For hewill be a saviour to the poor in answer to his cry; and to himwho is

in need, without a helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor, and be the saviour of thosewho are in need.
14 He will keep their souls free from evil designs and violent attacks; and

their blood will be of value in his eyes.
15 May he have long life, and may gold from Sheba be given to him: may

prayers be made for him at all times; may blessings be on him every
day.
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16May there be wide-stretching fields of grain in the land, shaking on the
top of the mountains, full of fruit like Lebanon: may its stems be
unnumbered like the grass of the earth.

17 May his name go on for ever, as long as the sun: may men be blessing
themselves by him; may all nations be blessing his name.

18Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, the only doer of wonders.
19Praise to the glory of his noble name for ever; let all the earth be full of his

glory. So be it, So be it.
20The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.

73
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1Truly, God is good to Israel, even to such as are clean in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet had almost gone from under me; I was near to

slipping;
3 Because of my envy of the men of pride, when I saw the well-being of the

wrongdoers.
4For they have no pain; their bodies are fat and strong.
5They are not in trouble as others are; they have no part in the unhappy fate

of men.
6 For this reason pride is round them like a chain; they are clothed with

violent behaviour as with a robe.
7Their eyes are bursting with fat; they havemore than their heart's desire.
8 Their thoughts are deep with evil designs; their talk from their seats of

power is of cruel acts.
9Theirmouthgoesup toheaven; their tongues gowalking through theearth.
10For this reason they are full of bread; and water is ever flowing for them.
11And they say, How will the Lord see this? is there knowledge in the Most

High?
12 Truly, such are the sinners; they do well at all times, and their wealth is

increased.
13As for me, I have made my heart clean to no purpose, washing my hands

in righteousness;
14 For I have been troubled all the day; every morning have I undergone

punishment.
15 If I would make clear what it is like, I would say, You are false to the

generation of your children.
16Whenmythoughtswere turned to see the reasonof this, itwasaweariness

in my eyes;
17Till I went into God's holy place, and saw the end of the evil-doers.
18Youput their feetwhere therewasdanger of slipping, so that they godown

into destruction.
19How suddenly are they wasted! fears are the cause of their destruction.
20Asadreamwhenone is awake, theyareended; theyare likean imagegone

out of mind when sleep is over.
21My heart wasmade bitter, and I was pained by the bite of grief:
22As for me, I was foolish, and without knowledge; I was like a beast before

you.
23But still I am ever with you; you have takenme bymy right hand.
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24 Your wisdom will be my guide, and later you will put me in a place of
honour.

25 Whom have I in heaven but you? and having you I have no desire for
anything on earth.

26My flesh andmy heart are wasting away: but God is the Rock of my heart
andmy eternal heritage.

27 For those who are far away from you will come to destruction: you will
put an end to all those who have not kept faith with you.

28But it is good for me to come near to God: I have put my faith in the Lord
God, so that I maymake clear all his works.

74
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1 Of God, why have you put us away from you for ever? why is the fire of

your wrath smoking against the sheep who are your care?
2Keep inmindyourbandofworshippers, forwhomyougavepayment in the

dayswhich are past, whomyou took for yourself as the people of your
heritage; even this mountain of Zion, which has been your resting-
place.

3Goupand see theunendingdestruction; all the evilwhichyourhaters have
done in the holy place;

4Sending out their voices like lions among your worshippers; they have put
up their signs to be seen.

5They are cutting down, like amanwhose blade is lifted up against the thick
trees.

6Your doors are broken downwith hammers and iron blades.
7 They have put on fire your holy place; they have made the place of your

name unclean, pulling it down to the earth.
8They have said in their hearts, Let us put an end to them all together; they

have given over to the fire all God's places of worship in the land.
9We do not see our signs: there is no longer any prophet, or anyone among

us to say how long.
10O God, how long will those who are against us say cruel things? will the

hater go on looking down on your name for ever?
11Why are you keeping back your hand, and covering your right hand in

your robe?
12For from the past God is my King, working salvation in the earth.
13 The sea was parted in two by your strength; the heads of the great sea-

beasts were broken.
14The heads of the great snake were crushed by you; you gave them as food

to the fishes of the sea.
15 You made valleys for fountains and springs; you made the ever-flowing

rivers dry.
16The day is yours and the night is yours: youmade the light and the sun.
17By you all the limits of the earth were fixed; you have made summer and

winter.
18Keep this inmind, OLord, that your haters have said cruel things, and that

your name has been looked down on by a people of evil behaviour.
19O give not the soul of your dove to the hawk; let not the life of the poor go

out of yourmemory for ever.
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20Keep inmind your undertaking; for the dark places of the earth are full of
pride and cruel acts.

21O let not the crushed be turned back in shame; let the low man and the
poor give praise to your name.

22Up! OGod, be the judgeof your cause; keep inmind thebitter thingswhich
theman of evil behaviour says against you every day.

23 Keep in mind the voice of your haters; the outcry of those who come
against you goes up every day.

75
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1 To you, O God, we give praise, to you we give praise: and those who give

honour to your namemake clear your works of power.
2When the right time has come, I will be the judge in righteousness.
3When the earth and all its people become feeble, I am the support of its

pillars. (Selah.)
4 I say to themen of pride, Let your pride be gone: and to the sinners, Let not

your horn be lifted up.
5Let not your horn be lifted up: let nomore words of pride come from your

outstretched necks.
6For honour does not come from the east, or from thewest, or uplifting from

the south;
7But God is the judge, putting down one, and lifting up another.
8 For in the hand of the Lord is a cup, and the wine is red; it is well mixed,

overflowing from his hand: he will make all the sinners of the earth
take of it, even to the last drop.

9But I will ever be full of joy, making songs of praise to the God of Jacob.
10 By him will all the horns of the sinners be cut off; but the horns of the

upright will be lifted up.

76
To the chief music-maker; put to Neginoth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1 In Judah is the knowledge of God; his name is great in Israel,
2 In Salem is his tent, his resting-place in Zion.
3 There were the arrows of the bow broken, there he put an end to body-

cover, sword, and fight. (Selah.)
4You are shining and full of glory, more than the eternal mountains.
5 Gone is the wealth of the strong, their last sleep has overcome them; the

men of war have become feeble.
6 At the voice of your wrath, O God of Jacob, deep sleep has overcome

carriage and horse.
7You, you are to be feared; whomay keep his place before you in the time of

your wrath?
8From heaven you gave your decision; the earth, in its fear, gave no sound,
9WhenGod tookhis place as judge, for the salvation of the poor on the earth.

(Selah.)
10The ... will give you praise; the rest of ...
11Give to the Lord your God what is his by right; let all who are round him

give offerings to himwho is to be feared.
12Heputs an end to thewrath of rulers; he is feared by the kings of the earth.
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77
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1 I was crying to Godwithmy voice; even to Godwithmy voice, and he gave

ear to me.
2 In the day of my trouble, my heart was turned to the Lord: my hand

was stretched out in the night without resting; my soul would not be
comforted.

3 I will keep God inmemory, with sounds of grief; my thoughts are troubled,
andmy spirit is overcome. (Selah.)

4You keepmy eyes from sleep; I am so troubled that no words come.
5My thoughts go back to the days of the past, to the years which are gone.
6 The memory of my song comes back to me in the night; my thoughts are

moving inmy heart; my spirit is searching with care.
7Will the Lord put me away for ever? will he be kind no longer?
8 Is his mercy quite gone for ever? has his word come to nothing?
9Has God put away the memory of his pity? are his mercies shut up by his

wrath? (Selah.)
10And I said, It is a weight on my spirit; but I will keep in mind the years of

the right hand of theMost High.
11 I will keep in mind the works of Jah: I will keep the memory of your

wonders in the past.
12 I will give thought to all your work, while mymind goes over your acts of

power.
13Your way, O God, is holy: what god is so great as our God?
14You are the God who does works of power: you have made your strength

clear to the nations.
15 With your arm you have made your people free, the sons of Jacob and

Joseph. (Selah.)
16 The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw you, they were in fear: even

the deep was troubled.
17 The clouds sent out water; the skies gave out a sound; truly, your arrows

went far and wide.
18The voice of your thunderwent rolling on; theworldwas flamingwith the

light of the storm; the earth was shaking.
19Your way was in the sea, and your road in the great waters; there was no

knowledge of your footsteps.
20Youwere guidingyourpeople like aflock, by thehandofMoses andAaron.

78
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1Give ear, O my people, to my law; let your ears be bent down to the words

of mymouth.
2Openingmymouth Iwill giveout a story, even thedark sayings of old times;
3Which have come to our hearing and our knowledge, as theywere given to

us by our fathers.
4Wewill not keep them secret from our children; we will make clear to the

coming generation the praises of the Lord and his strength, and the
great works of wonder which he has done.

5Heput up awitness in Jacob, andmade a law in Israel; whichhe gave to our
fathers so that theymight give knowledge of them to their children;
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6 So that the generation to come might have knowledge of them, even the
children of the future,whowould giveword of them to their children;

7 So that they might put their hope in God, and not let God's works go out of
their minds, but keep his laws;

8And not be like their fathers, a stiff-necked and uncontrolled generation; a
generation whose heart was hard, whose spirit was not true to God.

9 The children of Ephraim, armed with bows, were turned back on the day
of the fight.

10 They were not ruled by God's word, and they would not go in the way of
his law;

11They let his works go out of their memory, and thewonders which he had
made them see.

12He did great works before the eyes of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in
the fields of Zoan.

13 The sea was cut in two so that they might go through; the waters were
massed together on this side and on that.

14 In the daytime hewas guiding them in the cloud, and all through the night
with a light of fire.

15The rocks of the waste land were broken by his power, and he gave them
drink as out of the deep waters.

16He made streams come out of the rock; and waters came flowing down
like rivers.

17And they went on sinning against him evenmore, turning away from the
Most High in the waste land;

18Testing God in their hearts, requestingmeat for their desire.
19 They said bitter words against God, saying, Is God able to make ready a

table in the waste land?
20 See, the rock was cut open by his power, so that the water came rushing

out, and overflowing streams; is he able to give us bread? is he able to
get meat for his people?

21 So these things came to the Lord's ears, and he was angry; and a fire was
lighted against Jacob, and wrath came up against Israel;

22Because they had no faith in God, and no hope in his salvation.
23And he gave orders to the clouds on high, and the doors of heaven were

open;
24And he sent downmanna like rain for their food, and gave them the grain

of heaven.
25 Man took part in the food of strong ones; he sent them meat in full

measure.
26He sent an eastwind fromheaven, driving on the southwindbyhis power.
27He sent downmeat on them like dust, and feathered birds like the sand of

the sea,
28And he let it come down into their resting-place, round about their tents.
29 So they had food andwere full; for he gave them their desire;
30But they were not turned from their desires; and while the food was still

in their mouths,
31The wrath of God came on them, and put to death the fattest of them, and

put an end to the youngmen of Israel.
32 For all this they went on sinning even more, and had no faith in his great

wonders.
33 So their days were wasted like a breath, and their years in trouble.
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34When he sent death on them, then they made search for him; turning to
him and looking for himwith care;

35 In the memory that God was their Rock, and the Most High God their
saviour.

36But their lips were false to him, and their tongues were untrue to him;
37 And their hearts were not right with him, and they did not keep their

agreement with him.
38But he, being full of pity, has forgiveness for sin, and does not put an end

to man: frequently turning back his wrath, and not being violently
angry.

39 So he kept in mind that they were only flesh; a breath which is quickly
gone, and will not come again.

40How frequently did they go against him in the waste land, and give him
cause for grief in the dry places!

41Again they put God to the test, and gave pain to the Holy One of Israel.
42They did not keep in mind the work of his hand, or the day when he took

them from the power of their haters;
43How he had done his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan;
44 So that their rivers were turned to blood, and they were not able to get

drink from their streams.
45Hesentdifferent sorts offlies among them, poisoning theirflesh; and frogs

for their destruction.
46He gave the increase of their fields toworms, the fruits of their industry to

the locusts.
47He sent ice for the destruction of their vines; their trees were damaged by

the bitter cold.
48 Ice was rained down on their cattle; thunderstorms sent destruction

among the flocks.
49He sent on them the heat of his wrath, his bitter disgust, letting loose evil

angels among them.
50He let his wrath have its way; he did not keep back their soul from death,

but gave their life to disease.
51He gave to destruction all the first sons of Egypt; the first-fruits of their

strength in the tents of Ham;
52But he took his people out like sheep, guiding them in the waste land like

a flock.
53 He took them on safely so that they had no fear; but their haters were

covered by the sea.
54And he was their guide to his holy land, even to the mountain, which his

right hand hadmade his;
55 Driving out nations before them, marking out the line of their heritage,

and giving the people of Israel their tents for a resting-place.
56 But they were bitter against the Most High God, testing him, and not

keeping his laws;
57 Their hearts were turned back and untrue like their fathers; they were

turned to one side like a twisted bow.
58 They made him angry with their high places; moving him to wrath with

their images.
59 When this came to God's ears he was very angry, and gave up Israel

completely;
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60So that he went away from the holy place in Shiloh, the tent which he had
put amongmen;

61Andhe let his strength be takenprisoner, and gavehis glory into the hands
of his hater.

62He gave his people up to the sword, and was angry with his heritage.
63 Their young men were burned in the fire; and their virgins were not

praised in the bride-song.
64 Their priests were put to death by the sword, and their widows made no

weeping for them.
65 Then was the Lord like one awaking from sleep, and like a strong man

crying out because of wine.
66His haters were turned back by his blows and shamed for ever.
67Andheput the tentof Josephononeside, and tooknot the tribeofEphraim;
68 But he took the tribe of Judah for himself, and the mountain of Zion, in

which he had pleasure.
69And he made his holy place like the high heaven, like the earth which is

fixed by him for ever.
70He took David to be his servant, taking him from the place of the flocks;
71From looking after the sheep which were giving milk, he took him to give

food to Jacob his people, and to Israel his heritage.
72 So he gave them food with an upright heart, guiding them by the wisdom

of his hands.

79
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1OGod, thenations have come into yourheritage; theyhavemadeyourholy

Temple unclean; they havemade Jerusalem amass of broken walls.
2They have given the bodies of your servants as food to the birds of the air,

and the flesh of your saints to the beasts of the earth.
3Their blood has been flowing like water round about Jerusalem; there was

no one to put them in their last resting-place.
4We are looked down on by our neighbours, we are laughed at and made

sport of by those who are round us.
5 How long, O Lord? will you be angry for ever? will your wrath go on

burning like fire?
6 Let your wrath be on the nations who have no knowledge of you, and on

the kingdomswho have not made prayer to your name.
7For they have taken Jacob for their meat, andmade waste his house.
8Do not keep inmind against us the sins of our fathers; let yourmercy come

to us quickly, for we have beenmade very low.
9Give us help, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; take us out

of danger and give us forgiveness for our sins, because of your name.
10Whymay the nations say, Where is their God? Let payment for the blood

of your servants bemade openly among the nations before our eyes.
11 Let the cry of the prisoner come before you; with your strong arm make

free the children of death;
12And give punishment seven times over into the breast of our neighbours

for the bitter words which they have said against you, O Lord.
13Soweyourpeople, and the sheepof yourflock,will give youglory for ever:

we will go on praising you through all generations.
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80
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim-eduth. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1Give ear, O Keeper of Israel, guiding Joseph like a flock; youwho have your

seat on the winged ones, let your glory be seen.
2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, let your strength be awake

from sleep, and come as our salvation.
3Take us back again, O God; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be

safe.
4OLordGod of armies, how longwill yourwrath be burning against the rest

of your people?
5 You have given them the bread of weeping for food; for their drink you

have given them sorrow in great measure.
6Youmakeus a cause ofwar amongourneighbours; ourhaters are laughing

at us among themselves.
7Take us back again, O God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and

let us be safe.
8You took a vine out of Egypt: driving out thenations, andplanting it in their

land.
9Youmade ready a place for it, so that itmight take deep root, and it sent out

its branches over all the land.
10 The mountains were covered with its shade, and the great trees with its

branches.
11 It sent out its arms to the Sea, and its branches to the River.
12Why are its walls broken down by your hands, so that all who go by may

take its fruit?
13 It is uprooted by the pigs from the woods, the beasts of the field get their

food from it.
14 Come back, O God of armies: from heaven let your eyes be turned to this

vine, and give yourmind to it,
15Even to the tree which was planted by your right hand, and to the branch

which youmade strong for yourself.
16 It is burned with fire; it is cut down: they are made waste by the wrath of

your face.
17Let your hand be on theman of your right hand, on the son ofmanwhom

youmade strong for yourself.
18 So will we not be turned back from you; keep us in life, and we will give

praise to your name.
19Take us back, O LordGod of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and

let us be safe.

81
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith. Of Asaph.
1Make a song to God our strength: make a glad cry to the God of Jacob.
2 Take up the melody, playing on an instrument of music, even on corded

instruments.
3Let the horn be sounded in the time of the newmoon, at the full moon, on

our holy feast-day:
4For this is a rule for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.
5He gave it to Joseph as a witness, when he went out over the land of Egypt;

then the words of a strange tongue were sounding inmy ears.
6 I took theweight fromhis back; his handsweremade free from thebaskets.
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7You gave a cry in your trouble, and I made you free; I gave you an answer
in the secret place of the thunder; I put you to the test at the waters of
Meribah. (Selah.)

8Give ear, Omy people, and Iwill give youmyword, O Israel, if youwill only
do as I say!

9There is to be no strange god among you; you are not to giveworship to any
other god.

10 I am the Lord your God, who took you up from the land of Egypt: let your
mouth be open wide, so that I may give you food.

11But my people did not give ear to my voice; Israel would have nothing to
do withme.

12 So I gave them up to the desires of their hearts; that they might go after
their evil purposes.

13 If only my people would give ear to me, walking inmyways!
14 I would quickly overcome their haters: my handwould be turned against

those whomake war on them.
15 The haters of the Lord would be broken, and their destruction would be

eternal.
16 I would give them the best grain for food; youwould be full of honey from

the rock.

82
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1God is in themeeting-place of God; he is judging among the gods.
2How long will you go on judging falsely, having respect for the persons of

evil-doers? (Selah.)
3Give ear to the cause of the poor and the childrenwithout fathers; let those

who are troubled and in need have their rights.
4 Be the saviour of the poor and those who have nothing: take them out of

the hand of the evil-doers.
5They have no knowledge or sense; they go about in the dark: all the bases

of the earth are moved.
6 I said, You are gods; all of you are the sons of the Most High:
7 But you will come to death like men, falling like one of the rulers of the

earth.
8Up! OGod, come as judge of the earth; for all the nations are your heritage.

83
A Song. A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1O God, do not keep quiet: let your lips be open and take no rest, O God.
2 For see! those who make war on you are out of control; your haters are

lifting up their heads.
3They havemadewise designs against your people, talking together against

those whom you keep in a secret place.
4Theyhave said, Come, let usput anend to themasanation; so that thename

of Israel may go out of man's memory.
5For they have all come to an agreement; they are all joined together against

you:
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagarites;
7Gebal and Ammon and Amalek; the Philistines and the people of Tyre;
8Assur is joinedwith them; they have become the support of the children of

Lot. (Selah.)
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9Do to themwhat youdid to theMidianites;what youdid to Sisera and Jabin,
at the stream of Kishon:

10Who came to destruction at En-dor; their bodies became dust and waste.
11Make their chiefs like Oreb and Zeeb; and all their rulers like Zebah and

Zalmunna:
12Who have said, Let us take for our heritage the resting-place of God.
13OmyGod,make them like the rolling dust; like dry stems before thewind.
14As fire burning a wood, and as a flame causing fire on themountains,
15Sogoafter themwithyour strongwind, and let thembe full of fearbecause

of your storm.
16Let their facesbe full of shame; so that theymaygivehonour toyourname,

O Lord.
17Let thembe overcome and troubled for ever; let thembeput to shame and

come to destruction;
18So that menmay see that you only, whose name is Yahweh, areMost High

over all the earth.

84
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1How dear are your tents, O Lord of armies!
2 The passion of my soul's desire is for the house of the Lord; my heart and

my flesh are crying out for the living God.
3The littlebirdshaveplaces for themselves,where theymayput their young,

even your altars, O Lord of armies, my King andmy God.
4 Happy are they whose resting-place is in your house: they will still be

praising you. (Selah.)
5Happy is themanwhose strength is inyou; inwhoseheart are thehighways

to Zion.
6Going through the valley of balsam-trees, theymake it a place of springs; it

is clothed with blessings by the early rain.
7They go from strength to strength; every one of them comes before God in

Zion.
8O Lord God of armies, let my prayer come to you: give ear, O God of Jacob.

(Selah.)
9O God, let your eyes be on himwho is our safe cover, and let your heart be

turned to your king.
10For a day in your house is better than a thousand. It is better to be a door-

keeper in the house of my God, than to be living in the tents of sin.
11 The Lord God is our sun and our strength: the Lord will give grace and

glory: he will not keep back any good thing from those whose ways
are upright.

12O Lord of armies, happy is themanwhose hope is in you.

85
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Lord, you were good to your land: changing the fate of Jacob.
2 The wrongdoing of your people had forgiveness; all their sin had been

covered. (Selah.)
3Youwere no longer angry: you were turned from the heat of your wrath.
4Come back to us, O God of our salvation, and be angry with us no longer.
5 Will you go on being angry with us for ever? will you keep your wrath

against us through all the long generations?
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6Will you not give us life again, so that your people may be glad in you?
7Let us see yourmercy, O Lord, and give us your salvation.
8 I will give ear to the voice of the Lord; for he will say words of peace to his

people and to his saints; but let themnot go back to their foolishways.
9Truly, his salvation is near to his worshippers; so that glory may be in our

land.
10Mercy and faith have come together; righteousness and peace have given

one another a kiss.
11Faith comes up from the earth like a plant; righteousness is looking down

from heaven.
12The Lord will give what is good; and our land will give its increase.
13Righteousness will go before him, making a way for his footsteps.

86
A Prayer. Of David.
1Let your ears be open tomy voice, O Lord, and giveme an answer; for I am

poor and in need.
2Keepmy soul, for I am true to you; OmyGod, give salvation to your servant,

whose hope is in you.
3Havemercy onme, O Lord; for my cry goes up to you all the day.
4Make glad the soul of your servant; for it is lifted up to you, O Lord.
5You are good, O Lord, and full of forgiveness; yourmercy is great to all who

make their cry to you.
6O Lord, give ear to my prayer; and take note of the sound of my requests.
7 In the day of my trouble I send up my cry to you; for you will give me an

answer.
8There is no god like you, O Lord; there are no works like your works.
9Let all the nations whom you have made come and give worship to you, O

Lord, giving glory to your name.
10For you are great, and do great works of wonder; you only are God.
11Make your way clear to me, O Lord; I will go on my way in your faith: let

my heart be glad in the fear of your name.
12 I will give you praise, O LordmyGod, with all my heart; I will give glory to

your name for ever.
13 For your mercy to me is great; you have taken my soul up from the deep

places of the underworld.
14 O God, men of pride have come up against me, and the army of violent

menwould takemy life; they have not put you before them.
15But you, O Lord, are a God full of pity and forgiveness, slow to get angry,

great in mercy andwisdom.
16 O be turned to me and have mercy on me: give your strength to your

servant, and your salvation to the son of her who is your servant.
17 Give me a sign for good; so that my haters may see it and be shamed;

because you, Lord, have beenmy help and comfort.

87
Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.
1This house is resting on the holy mountain.
2The Lord hasmore love for the doors of Zion than for all the tents of Jacob.
3Noble things are said of you, O town of God. (Selah.)
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4 Rahab and Babylon will be named among those who have knowledge of
me; see, Philistia andTyre,withEthiopia; thismanhadhisbirth there.

5Andof Zion itwill be said, This or thatmanhadhis birth there; and theMost
High will make her strong.

6 The Lord will keep in mind, when he is writing the records of the people,
that this man had his birth there. (Selah.)

7 The players on instruments will be there, and the dancers will say, All my
springs are in you.

88
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah. To the chief music-maker; put to
Mahalath Leannoth. Maschil. Of Heman the Ezrahite.
1O Lord, God of my salvation, I have been crying to you for help by day and

by night:
2Let my prayer come before you; give ear to my cry:
3Formy soul is full of evils, andmy life has come near to the underworld.
4 I am numbered among those who go down into the earth; I have become

like aman for whom there is no help:
5My soul is among the dead, like those in the underworld, towhomyou give

nomore thought; for they are cut off from your care.
6You have put me in the lowest deep, even in dark places.
7 The weight of your wrath is crushing me, all your waves have overcome

me. (Selah.)
8Youhave sentmy friends faraway fromme; youhavemademeadisgusting

thing in their eyes: I am shut up, and not able to come out.
9Myeyes arewasting awaybecause ofmy trouble: Lord,my cry has gone up

to you every day, my hands are stretched out to you.
10Will you do works of wonder for the dead? will the shades come back to

give you praise? (Selah.)
11Will the story of your mercy be given in the house of the dead? will news

of your faith come to the place of destruction?
12 May there be knowledge of your wonders in the dark? or of your

righteousness wherememory is dead?
13 But to you did I send up my cry, O Lord; in the morning my prayer came

before you.
14 Lord, why have you sent away my soul? why is your face covered from

me?
15 I have been troubled and in fear of death from the timewhen Iwas young;

your wrath is hard onme, and I have no strength.
16 The heat of your wrath has gone over me; I am broken by your cruel

punishments.
17 They are round me all the day like water; they have made a circle about

me.
18 You have sent my friends and lovers far from me; I am gone from the

memory of those who are dear to me.

89
Maschil. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.
1My song will be of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I

make his faith clear to all generations.
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2 For you have said, Mercy will be made strong for ever; my faith will be
unchanging in the heavens.

3 I have made an agreement with the man of my selection, I have made an
oath to Davidmy servant;

4 I will make your seed go on for ever, your kingdomwill be strong through
all generations. (Selah.)

5 In heaven let them give praise for your wonders, O Lord; and your
unchanging faith among the saints.

6 For who is there in the heavens in comparison with the Lord? who is like
the Lord among the sons of the gods?

7God is greatly to be feared among the saints, and to be honoured over all
those who are about him.

8O Lord God of armies, who is strong like you, O Jah? and your unchanging
faith is round about you.

9Youhave rule over the sea in storm;when itswaves are troubled, youmake
them calm.

10 Rahab was crushed by you like one wounded to death; with your strong
arm you put to flight all your haters.

11 Yours are the heavens, and the earth is yours; you have made the world,
and everything which is in it.

12You havemade the north and the south; Tabor and Hermon are sounding
with joy at your name.

13Yours is an arm of power; strong is your hand and high your right hand.
14 The seat of your kingdom is resting on righteousness and right judging:

mercy and good faith come before your face.
15 Happy are the people who have knowledge of the holy cry: the light of

your face, O Lord, will be shining on their way.
16 In yournamewill theyhave joy all theday: in your righteousnesswill they

be lifted up.
17 For you are the glory of their strength; in your pleasure will our horn be

lifted up.
18For our breastplate is the Lord; and our king is the Holy One of Israel's.
19 Then your voice came to your holy one in a vision, saying, I have put the

crown on a strong one, lifting up one taken from among the people.
20 I have made discovery of David my servant; I have put my holy oil on his

head.
21My handwill be his support; my armwill give him strength.
22Thedeceit of thosewho are against himwill not overcomehim; hewill not

be troubled by the sons of evil.
23 Iwill have thosewhoareagainsthimbrokenbeforehis face, andhishaters

will be crushed undermy blows.
24Butmy faith andmymercywill bewith him; and inmynamewill his horn

be lifted up.
25 I will put his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.
26Hewill say tome, You aremy father,myGod, and theRock ofmy salvation.
27And I will make him the first of my sons, most high over the kings of the

earth.
28 I will keepmymercy for him for ever; my agreement with himwill not be

changed.
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29His seedwill keep their place for ever; his kingdomwill be eternal, like the
heavens.

30 If his children give upmy law, and are not ruled bymy decisions;
31 If my rules are broken, andmy orders are not kept;
32 Then I will send punishment on them for their sin; my rod will be the

reward of their evil-doing.
33 But I will not take away my mercy from him, and will not be false to my

faith.
34 I will be true to my agreement; the things which have gone out of my lips

will not be changed.
35 I havemadeanoathoncebymyholyname, that Iwill not be false toDavid.
36His seed will not come to an end for ever; the seat of his kingdom will be

like the sun before me.
37 It will be fixed for ever like the moon; and the witness in heaven is true.

(Selah.)
38But you have put him away in disgust; you have been angry with the king

of your selection.
39You have made your agreement with your servant of no effect: you have

had no respect for his crown, it has come down even to the earth.
40 All his walls are broken down; you have given his strong towers to

destruction.
41 All those who come by take away his goods; he is laughed at by his

neighbours.
42You have given power to the right hand of his haters; you havemade glad

all those who are against him.
43His sword is turned back; you have not been his support in the fight.
44You have put an end to his glory: the seat of his kingdomhas been levelled

to the earth.
45Youhavemade himold before his time; he is coveredwith shame. (Selah.)
46How long, OLord,will youKeepyourself for ever fromour eyes? how long

will your wrath be burning like fire?
47 See how short my time is; why have youmade all men for no purpose?
48What man now living will not see death? will he be able to keep back his

soul from the underworld? (Selah.)
49Lord, where are your earlier mercies? where is the oath which youmade

to David in unchanging faith?
50 Keep in mind, O Lord, the shame of your servants, and how the bitter

words of all the people have come into my heart;
51 The bitter words of your haters, O Lord, shaming the footsteps of your

king.
52Let the Lord be praised for ever. So be it, So be it.

90
A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1Lord, you have been our resting-place in all generations.
2Before the mountains were made, before you had given birth to the earth

and the world, before time was, and for ever, you are God.
3You sendman back to his dust; and say, Go back, you children of men.
4For to you a thousandyears arenomore thanyesterdaywhen it is past, and

like a watch in the night.
5 ...
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6 In themorning it is green; in the evening it is cut down, and becomes dry.
7Weare burned up by the heat of your passion, and troubled by yourwrath.
8You have put our evil doings before you, our secret sins in the light of your

face.
9For all our days have gone by in your wrath; our years come to an end like

a breath.
10 The measure of our life is seventy years; and if through strength it may

be eighty years, its pride is only trouble and sorrow, for it comes to an
end andwe are quickly gone.

11Who has knowledge of the power of your wrath, or who takes note of the
weight of your passion?

12 So give us knowledge of the number of our days, that we may get a heart
of wisdom.

13 Come back, O Lord; how long? let your purpose for your servants be
changed.

14 In the morning give us your mercy in full measure; so that we may have
joy and delight all our days.

15Make us glad in reward for the days of our sorrow, and for the years in
which we have seen evil.

16Make your work clear to your servants, and your glory to their children.
17Let the pleasure of the Lord our God be on us: O Lord, give strength to the

work of our hands.

91
1Happy is he whose resting-place is in the secret of the Lord, and under the

shade of the wings of the Most High;
2Who says of the Lord, He is my safe place and my tower of strength: he is

my God, in whom is my hope.
3Hewill takeyououtof thebird-net, andkeepyousafe fromwastingdisease.
4 You will be covered by his feathers; under his wings you will be safe: his

good faith will be your salvation.
5Youwill have no fear of the evil things of the night, or of the arrow in flight

by day,
6Or of the disease which takes men in the dark, or of the destruction which

makes waste when the sun is high.
7Youwill see a thousand falling by your side, and ten thousand at your right

hand; but it will not come near you.
8Only with your eyes will you see the reward of the evil-doers.
9Because you have said, I am in the hands of the Lord, the Most High is my

safe resting-place;
10No evil will come on you, and no disease will come near your tent.
11 For he will give you into the care of his angels to keep you wherever you

go.
12 In their hands theywill keep you up, so that your footmay not be crushed

against a stone.
13 You will put your foot on the lion and the snake; the young lion and the

great snake will be crushed under your feet.
14Because he has given me his love, I will take him out of danger: I will put

him in a place of honour, because he has kept my name in his heart.
15Whenhis cry comes up tome, Iwill give himan answer: Iwill bewith him

in trouble; I will make him free from danger and give him honour.



Psalms 91:16 623 Psalms 94:4

16With long life will he be rewarded; and I will let him seemy salvation.

92
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.
1 It is a good thing to give praise to the Lord, and to make melody to your

name, OMost High;
2Tomake clear yourmercy in themorning, andyourunchanging faith every

night;
3On a ten-corded instrument, and on an instrument of music with a quiet

sound.
4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad through your work; I will have joy in

the works of your hands.
5O Lord, how great are your works! and your thoughts are very deep.
6Amanwithout sense has no knowledge of this; and a foolish manmay not

take it in.
7When the sinners comeup like the grass, and all theworkers of evil dowell

for themselves, it is so that their endmay be eternal destruction.
8But you, O Lord, are on high for ever.
9For see! your haters, O Lord,will be put to death; all theworkers of evilwill

be put to flight;
10 But my horn is lifted up like the horn of the ox: the best oil is flowing on

my head.
11My eyes have seen trouble come on my haters; my ears have news of the

fate of the evil-doers who have come up against me.
12 The good man will be like a tall tree in his strength; his growth will be as

the wide-stretching trees of Lebanon.
13Thosewhoareplanted in thehouseof theLordwill comeup tall andstrong

in his gardens.
14They will give fruit even when they are old; they will be fertile and full of

growth;
15For a sign that the Lord is upright; he ismy Rock, there is no deceit in him.

93
1The Lord is King; he is clothedwith glory; the Lord is clothedwith strength;

power is the cord of his robe; the world is fixed, so that it may not be
moved.

2The seat of your power has been from the past; you are eternal.
3The rivers send up, O Lord, the rivers send up their voices; they send them

upwith a loud cry.
4 The Lord in heaven is stronger than the noise of great waters, yes, he is

stronger than the great waves of the sea.
5Yourwitness ismost certain; it is right for your house to be holy, O Lord, for

ever.

94
1 O God, in whose hands is punishment, O God of punishment, let your

shining face be seen.
2Be lifted up, O judge of the earth; let their reward come to themen of pride.
3How long will sinners, O Lord, how long will sinners have joy over us?
4Words of pride come from their lips; all theworkers of evil say great things

of themselves.



Psalms 94:5 624 Psalms 95:10

5Your people are crushed by them, O Lord, your heritage is troubled,
6 They put to death the widow and the guest, they take the lives of children

who have no father;
7And they say, Jah will not see it, the God of Jacob will not give thought to it.
8 Give your mind to my words, you who are without wisdom among the

people; you foolishmen, whenwill you be wise?
9Hashebywhomyourearswereplantednohearing? or isheblindbywhom

your eyes were formed?
10Hewho is the judge of the nations, will he not givemen the reward of their

acts, even he who gives knowledge to man?
11TheLordhas knowledge of the thoughts ofman, for they are only abreath.
12 Happy is the man who is guided by you, O Jah, and to whom you give

teaching out of your law;
13So that youmaygivehimrest from thedays of evil, till a hole ismade ready

for the destruction of the sinners.
14 The Lord will not give up his people, or take away his support from his

heritage;
15 But decisions will again be made in righteousness; and they will be kept

by all whose hearts are true.
16Who will give me help against the sinners? and who will be my support

against the workers of evil?
17 If theLordhadnotbeenmyhelper,mysoulwouldquicklyhavegonedown

into death.
18 If I say, My foot is slipping; yourmercy, O Lord, is my support.
19Among allmy troubled thoughts, your comforts are the delight ofmy soul.
20What part with you has the seat of sin, whichmakes evil into a law?
21They are banded together against the soul of the upright, to give decisions

against those who have done no wrong.
22But the Lord is my safe resting-place; my God is the Rock where I am safe.
23Andhehasmade their evil designs comebackon themselves, cutting them

off in their sin; the Lord our Godwill put an end to them.

95
1O come, let us make songs to the Lord; sending up glad voices to the Rock

of our salvation.
2Let us comebefore his facewith praises; andmakemelodywithholy songs.
3For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all gods.
4The deep places of the earth are in his hand; and the tops of themountains

are his.
5The sea is his, and hemade it; and the dry land was formed by his hands.
6O come, let us giveworship, falling down on our knees before the Lord our

Maker.
7 For he is our God; and we are the people to whom he gives food, and the

sheep of his flock. Today, if you would only give ear to his voice!
8 Let not your hearts be hard, as at Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the

waste land;
9When your fathers put me to the test and sawmy power andmywork.
10 For forty years I was angry with this generation, and said, They are a

people whose hearts are turned away from me, for they have no
knowledge of myways;
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11And I made an oath in my wrath, that they might not come into my place
of rest.

96
1Omake a new song to the Lord; let all the earthmakemelody to the Lord.
2 Make songs to the Lord, blessing his name; give the good news of his

salvation day by day.
3Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders to all the peoples.
4For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; he ismore to be feared than

all other gods.
5Forall thegodsof thenationsare false gods; but theLordmade theheavens.
6Honour and glory are before him: strong and fair is his holy place.
7Give to the Lord, O you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and

strength.
8Give to the Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come

into his house.
9Ogiveworship to theLord inholy robes; be in fearbeforehim, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, The Lord is King; yes, the world is ordered so that

it may not bemoved; he will be an upright judge of the peoples.
11 Let the heavens have joy and the earth be glad; let the sea be thundering

with all its waters;
12 Let the field be glad, and everything which is in it; yes, let all the trees of

the wood be sounding with joy,
13 Before the Lord, for he is come; he is come to be the judge of the

earth; the earth will be judged in righteousness, and the peoples with
unchanging faith.

97
1The Lord is King, let the earth have joy; let all the sea-lands be glad.
2 Dark clouds are round him; his kingdom is based on righteousness and

right judging.
3 Fire goes before him, burning up all those who are against him round

about.
4His bright flames give light to the world; the earth saw it with fear.
5Themountains became likewax at the coming of the Lord, at the coming of

the Lord of all the earth.
6The heavens gave out the news of his righteousness, and all the people saw

his glory.
7 Shamed be all those who give worship to images, and take pride in false

gods; give himworship, all you gods.
8 Zion gave ear and was glad; and the daughters of Judah were full of joy,

because of your decisions, O Lord.
9For you, Lord, aremost high over the earth; you are lifted up over all other

gods.
10You who are lovers of the Lord, be haters of evil; he keeps the souls of his

saints; he takes them out of the hand of sinners.
11Light is shining on the lovers of righteousness, and for the upright in heart

there is joy.
12 Be glad in the Lord, you upright men; praising the memory of his holy

name.
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98
A Psalm.
1Omake anewsong to the Lord, because hehas doneworks ofwonder;with

his right hand, and with his holy arm, he has overcome.
2The Lord has given to all the knowledge of his salvation; he hasmade clear

his righteousness in the eyes of the nations.
3 He has kept in mind his mercy and his unchanging faith to the house of

Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4Let all the earth send out a glad cry to the Lord; soundingwith a loud voice,

and praising himwith songs of joy.
5 Make melody to the Lord with instruments of music; with a corded

instrument and the voice of song.
6With wind instruments and the sound of the horn, make a glad cry before

the Lord, the King.
7 Let the sea be thundering, with all its waters; the world, and all who are

living in it;
8Let the streamsmake sounds of joy with their hands; let the mountains be

glad together,
9Before the Lord, for he has come as judge of the earth; judging theworld in

righteousness, and giving true decisions for the peoples.

99
1The Lord is King; let the peoples be in fear: his seat is on the winged ones;

let the earth bemoved.
2The Lord is great in Zion; he is high over all the nations.
3 Let them give praise to your name, for it is great and to be feared; holy is

he.
4The king's power is used for righteousness; you give true decisions, judging

rightly in the land of Jacob.
5Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshipping at his feet; holy is he.
6Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who gave

honour to his name; they made prayers to the Lord, and he gave
answers to them.

7His voice came to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept his witness, and
the lawwhich he gave them.

8You gave them an answer, O Lord our God; you took away their sin, though
you gave them punishment for their wrongdoing.

9Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshippingwith your faces turned
to his holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy.

100
A Psalm of Praise.
1Make a glad sound to the Lord, all the earth.
2Give worship to the Lord with joy; come before himwith a song.
3Be certain that the Lord is God; it is hewhohasmade us, andwe are his; we

are his people, and the sheep to whom he gives food.
4 Come into his doors with joy, and into his house with praise; give him

honour, blessing his name.
5For the Lord is good, andhismercy is never-ending; his faith is unchanging

through all generations.
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101
A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will make a song of mercy and righteousness; to you, O Lord, will I make

melody.
2 I will do wisely in the way of righteousness: O when will you come to me?

I will be walking inmy house with a true heart.
3 I will not put any evil thing before my eyes; I am against all turning to one

side; I will not have it near me.
4The false heart I will send away fromme: I will not have an evil-doer for a

friend.
5 I will put to death anyone who says evil of his neighbour secretly; the man

with a high look and a heart of pride is disgusting to me.
6Myeyeswill be on those of good faith in the land, so that theymay be living

inmy house; he who is walking in the right way will be my servant.
7The worker of deceit will not come into my house; the false man will have

no place before my eyes.
8Morning by morning will I put to death all the sinners in the land, so that

all evil-doers may be cut off from Jerusalem.

102
A Prayer of the man who is in trouble, when he is overcome, and puts his
grief before the Lord.
1Give ear to my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come to you.
2Let not your face be veiled fromme in the day ofmy trouble; give ear tome,

and let my cry be answered quickly.
3My days are wasted like smoke, andmy bones are burned up as in a fire.
4My heart is broken; it has become dry and dead like grass, so that I give no

thought to food.
5Because of the voice of my sorrow, my flesh is wasted to the bone.
6 I am like a bird living by itself in the waste places; like the night-bird in a

waste of sand.
7 I keep watch like a bird by itself on the house-top.
8Myhaters say evil ofme all day; thosewho are violent againstmemake use

of my name as a curse.
9 I have had dust for bread andmy drink has beenmixed with weeping:
10Because of your passion andyourwrath, for I havebeen liftedupand then

made low by you.
11My days are like a shade which is stretched out; I am dry like the grass.
12But you, O Lord, are eternal; and your namewill never come to an end.
13 You will again get up and have mercy on Zion: for the time has come for

her to be comforted.
14 For your servants take pleasure in her stones, looking with love on her

dust.
15 So the nations will give honour to the name of the Lord, and all the kings

of the earth will be in fear of his glory:
16When theLordhasput up thewalls of Zion, andhasbeenbeen inhis glory;
17Whenhehasgivenear to theprayerof thepoor, andhasnotputhis request

on one side.
18Thiswill be put inwriting for the coming generation, and the people of the

future will give praise to the Lord.



Psalms 102:19 628 Psalms 103:18

19For fromhis holy place the Lord has seen, looking down on the earth from
heaven;

20 Hearing the cry of the prisoner, making free those for whom death is
ordered;

21 So that they may give out the name of the Lord in Zion, and his praise in
Jerusalem;

22When the peoples are come together, and the kingdoms, to give worship
to the Lord.

23Hehas takenmy strength fromme in theway; he hasmade shortmy days.
24 I will say, O my God, take me not away before my time; your years go on

through all generations:
25 In the past you put the earth on its base, and the heavens are the work of

your hands.
26They will come to an end, but you will still go on; they all will become old

like a coat, and like a robe they will be changed:
27But you are the unchanging One, and your years will have no end.
28The children of your servantswill have a safe resting-place, and their seed

will be ever before you.

103
Of David.
1Give praise to the Lord, O my soul; let everything in me give praise to his

holy name.
2 Give praise to the Lord, O my soul; let not all his blessings go from your

memory.
3He has forgiveness for all your sins; he takes away all your diseases;
4He keeps back your life from destruction, crowning you with mercy and

grace.
5Hemakes yourmouth full of good things, so that your strength ismadenew

again like the eagle's.
6The Lord gives decisions in righteousness for all who are in trouble.
7 He gave knowledge of his way to Moses, and made his acts clear to the

children of Israel.
8The Lord is kind and full of pity, not quickly made angry, but ever ready to

havemercy.
9His feeling will no longer be bitter; he will not keep his wrath for ever.
10 He has not given us the punishment for our sins, or the reward of our

wrongdoing.
11 For as the heaven is high over the earth, so great is his mercy to his

worshippers.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our sins from us.
13As a father has pity on his children, so the Lord has pity on his worship-

pers.
14For he has knowledge of our feeble frame; he sees that we are only dust.
15As forman, his days are as grass: his beautiful growth is like the flower of

the field.
16The wind goes over it and it is gone; and its place sees it no longer.
17 But the mercy of the Lord is eternal for his worshippers, and their

children's children will see his righteousness;
18 If they keep his agreement, and have his laws inmind to do them.



Psalms 103:19 629 Psalms 104:21

19 The Lord has made ready his high seat in the heavens; his kingdom is
ruling over all.

20Give praise to the Lord, youhis angels, who are great in strength, doing his
orders, and waiting for his voice.

21Give praise to the Lord, all youhis armies; and youhis servantswhodohis
pleasure.

22 Give praise to the Lord, all his works, in all places under his rule: give
praise to the Lord, Omy soul.

104
1Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul. O Lordmy God, you are very great; you

are robed with honour and power.
2You are clothed with light as with a robe; stretching out the heavens like a

curtain:
3 The arch of your house is based on the waters; you make the clouds your

carriage; you go on the wings of the wind:
4Hemakes winds his angels, and flames of fire his servants.
5He has made the earth strong on its bases, so that it may not be moved for

ever and ever;
6 Covering it with the sea as with a robe: the waters were high over the

mountains;
7At the voice of your word they went in flight; at the sound of your thunder

they went away in fear;
8 The mountains came up and the valleys went down into the place which

you hadmade ready for them.
9 You made a limit over which they might not go, so that the earth would

never again be covered by them.
10You sent the springs into the valleys; they are flowing between the hills.
11 They give drink to every beast of the field; the mountain asses come to

them for water.
12Thebirds of the air have their resting-places by them, andmake their song

among the branches.
13He sends down rain from his store-houses on the hills: the earth is full of

the fruit of his works.
14He makes the grass come up for the cattle, and plants for the use of man;

so that breadmay come out of the earth;
15Andwine to make glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face shining,

and bread giving strength to his heart.
16 The trees of the Lord are full of growth, the cedars of Lebanon of his

planting;
17Where the birds have their resting-places; as for the stork, the tall trees

are her house.
18Thehigh hills are a safe place for themountain goats, and the rocks for the

small beasts.
19Hemade themoon for a sign of the divisions of the year; teaching the sun

the time of its going down.
20When youmake it dark, it is night, when all the beasts of the woods come

quietly out of their secret places.
21 The young lions go thundering after their food; searching for their meat

from God.
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22 The sun comes up, and they come together, and go back to their secret
places to take their rest.

23Man goes out to his work, and to his business, till the evening.
24OLord, howgreat is thenumber of yourworks! inwisdomyouhavemade

them all; the earth is full of the things you havemade.
25There is the great, wide sea,where there are living things, great and small,

more thanmay be numbered.
26 There go the ships; there is that great beast, which you have made as a

plaything.
27All of them are waiting for you, to give them their food in its time.
28They takewhat you give them; they are full of the good thingswhich come

from your open hand.
29 If your face is veiled, they are troubled; when you take away their breath,

they come to an end, and go back to the dust.
30 If you send out your spirit, they are given life; you make new the face of

the earth.
31Let the glory of the Lord be for ever; let the Lord have joy in his works:
32Atwhose look the earth is shaking; atwhose touch themountains sendout

smoke.
33 I will make songs to the Lord all my life; I will make melody to my God

while I havemy being.
34Let my thoughts be sweet to him: I will be glad in the Lord.
35Let sinners be cut off from the earth, and let all evil-doers come to an end.

Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul. Give praise to the Lord.

105
1 O give praise to the Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings

among the peoples.
2Let your voice be sounding in songs andmelody; let all your thoughts be of

the wonder of his works.
3Have glory in his holy name; let the hearts of thosewho are searching after

the Lord be glad.
4Let your search be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be

turned to him.
5 Keep in mind the great works which he has done; his wonders, and the

decisions of his mouth;
6O you seed of Abraham, his servant, you children of Jacob, his loved ones.
7He is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the earth.
8He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for a

thousand generations;
9The agreement which hemade with Abraham, and his oath to Isaac;
10And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an eternal agreement;
11 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, the measured line of your

heritage:
12When they were still small in number, and strange in the land;
13When theywent about fromonenation to another, and fromone kingdom

to another people.
14Hewould not let anyone do themwrong; he even kept back kings because

of them,
15 Saying, Put not your hand on those who have been marked with my holy

oil, and domy prophets no wrong.
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16And he took away all food from the land, so that the people were without
bread.

17He sent aman before them, even Joseph, whowas given as a servant for a
price:

18His feet were fixed in chains; his neck was put in iron bands;
19 Till the time when his word came true; he was tested by the word of the

Lord.
20The king sent men to take off his chains; even the ruler of the people, who

let him go free.
21Hemade him lord of his house, and ruler over everything he had;
22To give his chiefs teaching at his pleasure, and so that his law-giversmight

get wisdom from him.
23Then Israel came into Egypt, and Jacob was living in the land of Ham.
24 And his people were greatly increased, and became stronger than those

whowere against them.
25 Their hearts were turned to hate against his people, so that they made

secret designs against them.
26He sent Moses, his servant, and Aaron, theman of his selection.
27He let his signs be seen among the people, and his wonders in the land of

Ham.
28He sent blacknight andmade it dark; and they didnot go against hisword.
29 At his word their waters were turned to blood, and he sent death on all

their fish.
30Their land was full of frogs, even in the rooms of the king.
31Hegave theword, and there came thedog-fly, and insects over all the land.
32He gave them ice for rain, and flaming fire in their land.
33He gave their vines and their fig-trees to destruction, and the trees of their

land were broken down.
34 At his word the locusts came, and young locusts more than might be

numbered,
35Andput anend toall theplants of their land, takingall the fruit of the earth

for food.
36He put to death the first child of every family in the land, the first-fruits of

their strength.
37 He took his people out with silver and gold: there was not one feeble

person among them.
38 Egypt was glad when they went; for the fear of them had come down on

them.
39A cloud was stretched over them for a cover; and he sent fire to give light

in the night.
40At the people's request he sent birds, and gave them the bread of heaven

for food.
41His hand made the rock open, and the waters came streaming out; they

went down through the dry places like a river.
42For he kept in mind his holy word, and Abraham, his servant.
43Andhe tookhispeopleoutwith joy, themenofhis selectionwithgladcries:
44 And gave them the lands of the nations; and they took the work of the

peoples for a heritage;
45 So that they might keep his orders, and be true to his laws. Give praise to

the Lord.
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106
1 Let the Lord be praised. O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his

mercy is unchanging for ever.
2Who is able to give an account of the great acts of the Lord, or tomake clear

all his praise?
3Happy are they whose decisions are upright, and he who does righteous-

ness at all times.
4 Keep me in mind, O Lord, when you are good to your people; O let your

salvation come tome;
5 So that I may see the well-being of the people of your selection, and have a

part in the joy of your nation, and take pride in your heritage.
6We are sinners like our fathers, we have done wrong, our acts are evil.
7Our fathersdidnotgive thought toyourwonders inEgypt; theydidnotkeep

in memory the great number of your mercies, but gave you cause for
wrath at the sea, even at the Red Sea.

8 But he was their saviour because of his name, so that men might see his
great power.

9By hisword the Red Seawasmade dry: and he took them through the deep
waters as through the waste land.

10 And he took them safely out of the hands of their haters, and kept them
from the attacks of those whowere against them.

11And the waters went over their haters; all of them came to an end.
12Then they had faith in his words; they gave him songs of praise.
13But theirmemory of hisworkswas short; notwaiting to be guided by him,
14 They gave way to their evil desires in the waste land, and put God to the

test in the dry places.
15Andhe gave them their request, but sent awasting disease into their souls.
16Theywere full of envy against Moses among the tents, and against Aaron,

the holy one of the Lord.
17Theearthopeningput anend toDathan, coveringupAbiramandhisband.
18And a fire was lighted among their tents; the sinners were burned up by

the flames.
19Theymade a young ox in Horeb, and gave worship to an image of gold.
20And their glory was changed into the image of an ox, whose food is grass.
21 They had no memory of God their saviour, who had done great things in

Egypt;
22Works of wonder in the land of Ham, and things of fear by the Red Sea.
23And he was purposing to put an end to them if Moses, his special servant,

had not gone up before him, between him and his people, turning
back his wrath, to keep them from destruction.

24They were disgusted with the good land; they had no belief in his word;
25Talkingagainst himsecretly in their tents, theydidnot give ear to thevoice

of the Lord.
26So hemade an oath against them, to put an end to them in the waste land:
27That their childrenmight bemixed among the nations, and sent away into

other lands.
28 And they were joined to Baal-peor, and took part in the offerings to the

dead.
29So theymade him angry by their behaviour; and he sent disease on them.
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30Then Phinehas got up, andmade prayer for them; and the diseasewent no
farther.

31 And all the generations coming after him kept the memory of his righ-
teousness for ever.

32 They made God angry again at the waters of Meribah, so that Moses was
troubled because of them;

33For theymade his spirit bitter, and he said unwise things.
34They did not put an end to the peoples, as the Lord had said;
35But they were joined to the nations, learning their works.
36And they gave worship to images; which were a danger to them:
37They evenmade offerings of their sons and their daughters to evil spirits,
38 And gave the blood of their sons and their daughters who had done no

wrong, offering them to the images of Canaan; and the landwasmade
unclean with blood.

39So theybecameunclean through theirworks, goingafter their evil desires.
40 Then the wrath of the Lord was burning against his people, and he was

angry with his heritage.
41And he gave them into the hands of the nations; and they were ruled by

their haters.
42By them they were crushed, andmade low under their hands.
43Again and again hemade them free; but their hearts were turned against

his purpose, and they were overcome by their sins.
44But when their cry came to his ears, he had pity on their trouble:
45And kept in mind his agreement with them, and in his great mercy gave

them forgiveness.
46He put pity into the hearts of those whomade them prisoners.
47Beour saviour, OLord ourGod, and let us comeback together fromamong

the nations, so that wemay give honour to your holy name, and have
glory in your praise.

48 Praise be to the Lord God of Israel for ever and for ever; and let all the
people say, So be it. Give praise to the Lord.

107
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
2 Let those whose cause the Lord has taken up say so, his people whom he

has taken out of the hands of their haters;
3Making them come together out of all the lands, from the east and from the

west, from the north and from the south.
4 They were wandering in the waste places; they saw no way to a resting-

place.
5Their souls became feeble for need of food and drink.
6 Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them

salvation out of all their troubles;
7 Guiding them in the right way, so that they might come into the town of

their resting-place.
8 Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which

he does for the children of men!
9He gives its desire to the unresting soul, so that it is full of good things.
10 Those who were in the dark, in the black night, in chains of sorrow and

iron;
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11 Because they went against the words of God, and gave no thought to the
laws of the Most High:

12 So that hemade their hearts weighted downwith grief; they were falling,
and had no helper.

13Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them
salvation out of all their troubles.

14He took themout of the dark and the black night, and all their chainswere
broken.

15Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which
he does for the children of men!

16The doors of brass are broken by his arm, and the bands of iron are cut in
two.

17 Foolish men, because of their sins, and because of their wrongdoing, are
troubled;

18They are disgusted by all food, and they come near to the doors of death.
19Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them

salvation out of all their troubles.
20 He sent his word and made them well, and kept them safe from the

underworld.
21Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which

he does for the children of men!
22 Let them make offerings of praise, giving news of his works with cries of

joy.
23Thosewhogodownto the sea in ships,whodobusiness in thegreatwaters;
24They see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.
25For at his word comes up the storm-wind, lifting high the waves.
26The sailors goup toheaven, anddown into thedeep; their souls arewasted

because of their trouble.
27They are turned here and there, rolling like amanwho is full of wine; and

all their wisdom comes to nothing.
28Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them

salvation out of all their troubles.
29Hemakes the storm into a calm, so that the waves are at peace.
30 Then they are glad, because the sea is quiet, and he takes them to the

harbour of their desire.
31Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which

he does for the children of men!
32Let them give glory to him in themeeting of the people, and praise among

the chiefs.
33Hemakes rivers into waste places, and springs of water into a dry land;
34He makes a fertile country into a salt waste, because of the sins of those

who are living there.
35He makes a waste land into a place of water, and a dry land into water-

springs.
36 And there he gives the poor a resting-place, so that they may make

themselves a town;
37And put seed in the fields andmake vine-gardens, to give them fruit.
38 He gives them his blessing so that they are increased greatly, and their

cattle do not become less.
39Andwhen they aremade low, and crushed by trouble and sorrow,



Psalms 107:40 635 Psalms 109:11

40 He puts an end to the pride of kings, and sends them wandering in the
waste lands where there is no way.

41But heputs thepoormanonhigh fromhis troubles, and gives him families
like a flock.

42The upright see it and are glad: the mouth of the sinner is stopped.
43Let the wise give thought to these things, and see themercies of the Lord.

108
A Song. A Psalm. Of David.
1OGod,my heart is fixed; I willmake songs andmelody, evenwithmy glory.
2 Give out your sounds, O corded instruments: the dawn will be awaking

withmy song.
3 Iwill give youpraise, O Lord, among the peoples; Iwillmakemelody to you

among the nations.
4Foryourmercy ishigher than theheavens: andyourunchanging faith than

the clouds.
5Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the

earth.
6Let your right hand be stretched out for salvation, and give me an answer,

so that your loved ones may be safe from danger.
7 This is the word of the holy God: I will be glad; I will make Shechem a

heritage, measuring out the valley of Succoth.
8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is the strength of my head;

Judah is my law-giver;
9Moab ismywashpot; onEdom is the resting-place ofmy shoe; over Philistia

will I send out a glad cry.
10Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
11Have you not sent us away from you, O God? and you go not out with our

armies.
12Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
13With God we will do great things; for by him will our haters be crushed

underfoot.

109
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1God of my praise, let my prayer be answered;
2For themouthof the sinner is openagainstme indeceit: his tonguehas said

false things against me.
3Wordsofhate are roundaboutme; theyhavemadewaragainstmewithout

cause.
4Formy love they give me back hate; but I have givenmyself to prayer.
5They have put onme evil for good; hate in exchange for my love.
6Put an evil man over him; and let one be placed at his right hand to say evil

of him.
7 When he is judged, let the decision go against him; and may his prayer

become sin.
8Let his life be short; let another take his position of authority.
9Let his children have no father, and his wife bemade a widow.
10Let his children bewanderers, looking to others for their food; let thembe

sent away from the company of their friends.
11Lethis creditor takeall his goods; and let othershave theprofit ofhiswork.
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12Let noman have pity on him, or give help to his childrenwhen he is dead.
13 Let his seed be cut off; in the coming generation let their name go out of

memory.
14Let the Lord keep in mind the wrongdoing of his fathers; andmay the sin

of his mother have no forgiveness.
15Let them be ever before the eyes of the Lord, so that the memory of them

may be cut off from the earth.
16Because he had nomercy, butwas cruel to the low and the poor, designing

the death of the broken-hearted.
17 As he took pleasure in cursing, so let it come on him; and as he had no

delight in blessing, let it be far from him.
18He put on cursing like a robe, and it has come into his body likewater, and

into his bones like oil.
19 Let it be to him as a robe which he puts on, let it be like a band which is

round him at all times.
20Let this be the reward given tomy haters from the Lord, and to those who

say evil of my soul.
21But, O Lord God, give me your help, because of your name; takeme out of

danger, because yourmercy is good.
22For I am poor and in need, andmy heart is wounded inme.
23 I am gone like the shade when it is stretched out: I am forced out of my

place like a locust.
24My knees are feeble for need of food; there is no fat onmy bones.
25As for me, theymake sport of me; shaking their heads when they seeme.
26Giveme help, O Lordmy God; in yourmercy bemy saviour;
27 So that they may see that it is the work of your hand; that you, Lord, have

done it.
28 They may give curses but you give blessing; when they come up against

me, put them to shame; but let your servant be glad.
29Let my haters be clothed with shame, covering themselves with shame as

with a robe.
30 I will give the Lord great praise with my mouth; yes, I will give praise to

him among all the people.
31For he is ever at the right hand of the poor, to take him out of the hands of

those who go after his soul.

110
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord said tomy lord, Be seated atmy right hand, till I put all thosewho

are against you under your feet.
2TheLordwill sendout the rodof your strength fromZion; bekingoveryour

haters.
3Your people give themselves gladly in the day of your power; like the dew

of themorning on the holymountains is the army of your youngmen.
4 The Lord has made an oath, and will not take it back. You are a priest for

ever, after the order of Melchizedek.
5 In the day of his wrath kings will be wounded by the Lord at your right

hand.
6He will be judge among the nations, the valleys will be full of dead bodies;

the head over a great country will be wounded by him.
7Hewill take of the stream by the way; so his head will be lifted up.
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111
1 Let the Lord be praised. I will give praise to the Lord with all my heart,

among the upright, and in themeeting of the people.
2Theworks of the Lord are great, searched out by all thosewho have delight

in them.
3His work is full of honour and glory; and his righteousness is unchanging

for ever.
4 Certain for ever is the memory of his wonders: the Lord is full of pity and

mercy.
5He has given food to his worshippers; he will keep his agreement in mind

for ever.
6He has made clear to his people the power of his works, giving them the

heritage of the nations.
7 The works of his hands are faith and righteousness; all his laws are

unchanging.
8They are fixed for ever and ever, they are done in faith and righteousness.
9He has sent salvation to his people; he has given his word for ever: holy is

his name and greatly to be feared.
10The fear of the Lord is the best part ofwisdom: all thosewho keep his laws

are wise: his praise is eternal.

112
1 Let the Lord be praised. Happy is the man who gives honour to the Lord,

and has great delight in his laws.
2His seed will be strong on the earth; blessings will be on the generation of

the upright.
3A store ofwealthwill be in his house, andhis righteousnesswill be for ever.
4 For the upright there is a light shining in the dark; he is full of grace and

pity.
5All is well for the man who is kind and gives freely to others; he will make

good his cause when he is judged.
6Hewill not everbemoved; thememoryof theuprightwill be living for ever.
7He will have no fear of evil news; his heart is fixed, for his hope is in the

Lord.
8His heart is resting safely, he will have no fear, till he sees trouble come on

his haters.
9He has givenwith open hands to the poor; his righteousness is for ever; his

horn will be lifted up with honour.
10 The sinner will see it with grief; he will be wasted away with envy; the

desire of the evil-doers will come to nothing.

113
1Let the Lord be praised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to the name

of the Lord.
2Let blessing be on the name of the Lord, from this time and for ever.
3 From the coming up of the sun to its going down, the Lord's name is to be

praised.
4The Lord is high over all nations, and his glory is higher than the heavens.
5Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high,
6Looking down on the heavens, and on the earth?
7He takes the poorman out of the dust, lifting him up from his low position;
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8To give him a place among the rulers, even with the rulers of his people.
9 He gives the unfertile woman a family, making her a happy mother of

children. Give praise to the Lord.

114
1When Israel came out of Egypt, the children of Jacob from a people whose

language was strange to them;
2 Judah became his holy place, and Israel his kingdom.
3The sea saw it, and went in flight; Jordan was turned back.
4Themountains were jumping like goats, and the little hills like lambs.
5What was wrong with you, O sea, that you went in flight? O Jordan, that

you were turned back?
6 You mountains, why were you jumping like goats, and you little hills like

lambs?
7Be troubled, O earth, before the Lord, before the God of Jacob;
8Whomade the rock into awater-spring, and the hard stone into a fountain.

115
1Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name let glory be given, because of

yourmercy and your unchanging faith.
2Whymay the nations say, Where is now their God?
3But our God is in heaven: he has done whatever was pleasing to him.
4Their images are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
5They havemouths, but no voice; they have eyes, but they see not;
6They have ears, but no hearing; they have noses, but no sense of smell;
7 They have hands without feeling, and feet without power of walking; and

no sound comes from their throat.
8Those whomake them are like them; and so is everyonewho puts his faith

in them.
9O Israel, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their breastplate.
10 O house of Aaron, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their

breastplate.
11 You worshippers of the Lord, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and

their breastplate.
12 The Lord has kept us in mind and will give us his blessing; he will send

blessings on the house of Israel and on the house of Aaron.
13Hewill send blessings on theworshippers of the Lord, on the small and on

the great.
14May the Lord give you and your children still greater increase.
15May you have the blessing of the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
16 The heavens are the Lord's; but the earth he has given to the children of

men.
17 The dead do not give praise to the Lord; or those who go down to the

underworld.
18Butwewill give praise to the Lord now and for ever. Praise be to the Lord.

116
1 I have given my love to the Lord, because he has given ear to the voice of

my cry andmy prayer.
2He has let my request come before him, and I will make my prayer to him

all my days.
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3The nets of deathwere roundme, and the pains of the underworld hadme
in their grip; I was full of trouble and sorrow.

4 Then I made my prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord, take my soul out of
trouble.

5The Lord is full of grace and righteousness; truly, he is a God of mercy.
6The Lord keeps the simple; I was made low, and he wasmy saviour.
7Come back to your rest, Omy soul; for the Lord has given you your reward.
8 You have taken my soul from the power of death, keeping my eyes from

weeping, andmy feet from falling.
9 I will go before the Lord in the land of the living.
10 I still had faith, though I said, I am in great trouble;
11Though I said inmy fear, All men are false.
12What may I give to the Lord for all the good things which he has done for

me?
13 I will take the cup of salvation, and give praise to the name of the Lord.
14 I will make the offering of my oath to the Lord, even before all his people.
15Dear in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his saints.
16O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of her who is

your servant; by you havemy cords been broken.
17 I will give an offering of praise to you, andmakemy prayer in the name of

the Lord.
18 I will make the offerings of my oath, even before all his people;
19 In the Lord's house, even in Jerusalem. Praise be to the Lord.

117
1Let all the nations give praise to the Lord: let all the people give himpraise.
2 For great is his mercy to us, and his faith is unchanging for ever. Praise be

to the Lord.

118
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
2Let Israel now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4 Let all worshippers of the Lord now say, that his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
5 I made my prayer to the Lord in my trouble: and the Lord gave me an

answer, and put me in a wide place.
6The Lord is onmy side; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to me?
7The Lord is my great helper: I will see my desire against my haters.
8 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope inman.
9 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope in rulers.
10 All the nations have come round me; but in the name of the Lord I will

have them cut down.
11They are roundme, yes, they are all aboutme; but in the name of the Lord

I will have them cut down.
12They are roundme like bees; but they are put out like a fire among thorns;

for in the name of the Lord I will have them cut down.
13 I have been hard pushed by you, so that I might have a fall: but the Lord

wasmy helper.
14The Lord is my strength andmy song; he has becomemy salvation.
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15The sound of joy and salvation is in the tents of the upright; the right hand
of the Lord does works of power.

16 The right hand of the Lord is lifted up; the right hand of the Lord does
works of power.

17Life andnot deathwill bemypart, and Iwill give out the story of theworks
of the Lord.

18The hand of Jah has been hard onme; but he has not givenmeup to death.
19 Let the doors of righteousness be open to me; I will go in and give praise

to the Lord.
20 This is the door of the Lord's house; the workers of righteousness will go

in through it.
21 I will give you praise, for you have givenme an answer, and have become

my salvation.
22 The stone which the builders put on one side has become the chief stone

of the building.
23This is the Lord's doing; it is a wonder in our eyes.
24This is the day which the Lord has made; we will be full of joy and delight

in it.
25 Send salvation now, O Lord; Lord, send us your blessing.
26 A blessing be on him who comes in the name of the Lord; we give you

blessing from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light; let the holy dance be ordered

with branches, even up to the horns of the altar.
28You aremy God, and I will give you praise; my God, and I will give honour

to your name.
29O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.

119
ALEPH
1Happy are theywho arewithout sin in theirways, walking in the lawof the

Lord.
2Happy are they who keep his unchanging word, searching after him with

all their heart.
3They do no evil; they go in his ways.
4You have put your orders into our hearts, so that wemight keep themwith

care.
5 If only myways were ordered so that I might keep your rules!
6 Then I would not be put to shame, as long as I have respect for all your

teaching.
7 Iwill give youpraisewith anupright heart in learning your right decisions.
8 I will keep your rules: O give me not up completely.
BETH
9Howmay a youngmanmake his way clean? by guiding it after your word.
10 I have made search for you with all my heart: O let me not go wandering

far from your teaching.
11 I have kept your sayings secretly in my heart, so that I might do no sin

against you.
12Praise be to you, O Lord: give me knowledge of your rules.
13Withmy lips have I made clear all the decisions of yourmouth.
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14 I have taken asmuch delight in theway of your unchangingword, as in all
wealth.

15 I will give thought to your orders, and have respect for your ways.
16 Iwill have delight in your rules; Iwill not let yourword go out ofmymind.
GIMEL
17Giveme, your servant, the reward of life, so that I may keep your word;
18Let my eyes be open to see the wonders of your law.
19 I am living in a strange land: do not let your teachings be kept secret from

me.
20My soul is broken with desire for your decisions at all times.
21 Your hand has been against the men of pride, a curse is on those who go

wandering out of your way.
22 Take away from me shame and bitter words; for I have kept your

unchanging word inmy heart.
23 Rulers make evil designs against me; but your servant gives thought to

your rules.
24Your unchanging word is my delight, and the guide of my footsteps.
DALETH
25My soul is joined to the dust: O give me life, in keeping with your word.
26 I put the record of my ways before you, and you gave me an answer: O

give me knowledge of your rules.
27Make theway of your orders clear tome; thenmy thoughtswill be ever on

your wonders.
28My soul is wasted with sorrow; give me strength again in keeping with

your word
29Take fromme every false way; and inmercy give me your law.
30 I have taken the way of faith: I have kept your decisions before me.
31 I havebeen true toyourunchangingword; OLord, donotputme to shame.
32 I will go quickly in theway of your teaching, because you have givenme a

free heart.
HE
33O Lord, let me see the way of your rules, and I will keep it to the end.
34 Give me wisdom, so that I may keep your law; going after it with all my

heart.
35Makeme go in the way of your teachings; for they aremy delight.
36Let my heart be turned to your unchanging word, and not to evil desire.
37Let my eyes be turned away fromwhat is false; give me life in your ways.
38Give effect to yourword to your servant, in whose heart is the fear of you.
39Take away the shamewhich is my fear; for your decisions are good.
40See how great is my desire for your orders: giveme life in your righteous-

ness.
VAU
41 Let your mercies come to me, O Lord, even your salvation, as you have

said.
42So that Imayhave an answer for themanwhowould putme to shame; for

I have faith in your word.
43Take not your true word quite out of mymouth; for I have put my hope in

your decisions.
44 So that I may keep your law for ever and ever;
45 So that my way may be in a wide place: because my search has been for

your orders.
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46 So that I may give knowledge of your unchanging word before kings, and
not be put to shame.

47And so that I may take delight in your teachings, to which I have givenmy
love.

48And so that my handsmay be stretched out to you; and I will give thought
to your rules.

ZAIN
49Keep inmind yourword to your servant, for on it hasmy hope been fixed.
50This is my comfort in my trouble; that your sayings have givenme life.
51Themen of pride havemade great sport ofme; but I have not been turned

from your law.
52 I have kept the memory of your decisions from times past, O Lord; and

they have beenmy comfort.
53 I am burning with wrath, because of the sinners who have given up your

law.
54 Your rules have been melodies to me, while I have been living in strange

lands.
55 I have given thought to yourname in thenight, OLord, andhave kept your

law.
56This has been true of me, that I have kept your orders in my heart.
CHETH
57The Lord is my heritage: I have said that I would be ruled by your words.
58 I have given my mind to do your pleasure with all my heart; have mercy

onme, as you have said.
59 I gave thought to my steps, and my feet were turned into the way of your

unchanging word.
60 I was quick to do your orders, and let no time be wasted.
61The cords of evil-doers are roundme; but I have kept in mind your law.
62 In the middle of the night I will get up to give you praise, because of all

your right decisions.
63 I keep company with all your worshippers, and those who have your

orders in their memory.
64The earth, O Lord, is full of yourmercy: give me knowledge of your rules.
TETH
65You have done good to your servant, O Lord, in keeping with your word.
66 Give me knowledge and good sense; for I have put my faith in your

teachings.
67Before I was in trouble I went out of the way; but now I keep your word.
68You are good, and your works are good; giveme knowledge of your rules.
69 The men of pride have said false things about me; but I will keep your

orders in my heart.
70Their hearts are shut up with fat; but my delight is in your law.
71 It is good forme to have been through trouble; so that I might come to the

knowledge of your rules.
72The law of yourmouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver.
JOD
73Your hands havemademe, and givenme form: give me wisdom, so that I

may have knowledge of your teaching.
74 Your worshippers will see me and be glad; because my hope has been in

your word.
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75 I have seen, O Lord, that your decisions are right, and that in unchanging
faith you have sent trouble onme.

76Let yourmercy now bemy comfort, as you have said to your servant.
77 Let your gentle mercies come to me, so that I may have life; for your law

is my delight.
78Let the men of pride be shamed; because they have falsely given decision

against me; but I will give thought to your orders.
79Let your worshippers be turned to me, and those who have knowledge of

your words.
80Let all my heart be given to your orders, so that Imay not be put to shame.
CAPH
81My soul is wasted with desire for your salvation: but I have hope in your

word.
82My eyes are full of weariness with searching for yourword, saying,When

will you give me comfort?
83 For I have become like a wine-skin black with smoke; but I still keep the

memory of your rules.
84How short is the life of your servant! when will you give your decision

against those who are attackingme?
85 The men of pride, who are turned away from your law, have put nets for

me.
86All your teachings are certain; they go after me with evil design; give me

your help.
87 They had almost put an end to me on earth; but I did not give up your

orders.
88Giveme life in yourmercy; so that Imay be ruled by the unchangingword

of yourmouth.
LAMED
89For ever, O Lord, your word is fixed in heaven.
90Your faith is unchanging from generation to generation: you have put the

earth in its place, and it is not moved.
91They are ruled this day by your decisions; for all things are your servants.
92 If your law had not been my delight, my troubles would have put an end

tome.
93 I will ever keep your orders in mind; for in them I have life.
94 I am yours, O bemy saviour; for my desire has been for your rules.
95 The sinners have been waiting for me to give me up to destruction; but I

will give all mymind to your unchanging ward.
96 I have seen that nothing on earth is complete; but your teaching is very

wide.
MEM
97Owhat love I have for your law! I give thought to it all the day.
98Your teaching has mademewiser thanmy haters: for it is mine for ever.
99 I have more knowledge than all my teachers, because I give thought to

your unchanging word.
100 I havemore wisdom than the old, because I have kept your orders.
101 I have kept backmy feet from all evil ways, so that Imight be true to your

word.
102My heart has not been turned away from your decisions; for you have

beenmy teacher.
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103 How sweet are your sayings to my taste! truly, they are sweeter than
honey inmymouth!

104 Through your orders I get wisdom; for this reason I am a hater of every
false way.

NUN
105Your word is a light for my feet, ever shining onmyway.
106 I havemade an oath and kept it, to be guided by your upright decisions.
107 I am greatly troubled, O Lord, give me life in keeping with your word.
108 Take, O Lord, the free offerings of my mouth, and give me knowledge of

your decisions.
109My soul is ever in danger; but I still keep thememory of your law.
110 Sinners have put a net to takeme; but I was true to your orders.
111 I have taken your unchangingword as an eternal heritage; for it is the joy

of my heart.
112My heart is ever ready to keep your rules, even to the end.
SAMECH
113 I am a hater of men of doubtingmind; but I am a lover of your law.
114You aremy secret place andmybreastplate against danger;my hope is in

your word.
115 Go far from me, you evil-doers; so that I may keep the teachings of my

God.
116 Be my support as you have said, and give me life; let not my hope be

turned to shame.
117 Let me not be moved, and I will be safe, and ever take delight in your

rules.
118You have overcome all those who are wandering from your rules; for all

their thoughts are false.
119All the sinners of the earth are like waste metal in your eyes; and for this

cause I give my love to your unchanging word.
120My flesh is moved for fear of you; I give honour to your decisions.
AIN
121 I have donewhat is good and right: youwill not giveme into the hands of

those who are working against me.
122Take your servant's interests into your keeping; let me not be crushed by

themen of pride.
123My eyes are wasted with desire for your salvation, and for the word of

your righteousness.
124Begood toyour servant inyourmercy, andgiveme teaching inyour rules.
125 I amyour servant; givemewisdom, so that Imayhave knowledge of your

unchanging word.
126 It is time, O Lord, for you to let your work be seen; for they have made

your lawwithout effect.
127For this reason I have greater love far your teachings than for gold, even

for shining gold.
128Because of it I keep straight in all things by your orders; and I am a hater

of every false way.
PE
129Your unchangingword is full of wonder; for this reasonmy soul keeps it.
130The opening of your words gives light; it gives good sense to the simple.
131Mymouth was open wide, waiting with great desire for your teachings.
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132Let your eyes be turned tome, andhavemercy onme, as it is right for you
to do to those who are lovers of your name.

133 Let my steps be guided by your word; and let not sin have control over
me.

134Makeme free from the cruel rule of man; then I will keep your orders.
135Let your servant see the shining of your face; giveme knowledge of your

rules.
136Rivers of water are flowing frommy eyes, becausemen do not keep your

law.
TZADE
137O Lord, great is your righteousness, and upright are your decisions.
138Youhave given your unchangingword in righteousness, and it is for ever.
139My passion has overcome me; because my haters are turned away from

your words.
140Your word is of tested value; and it is dear to your servant.
141 I am small and of no account; but I keep your orders in mind.
142 Your righteousness is an unchanging righteousness, and your law is

certain.
143Pain and trouble have overcomeme: but your teachings are my delight.
144 The righteousness of your unchanging word is eternal; give me wisdom

so that I may have life.
KOPH
145 I have made my prayer with all my heart; give answer to me, O Lord: I

will keep your rules.
146My cry has gone up to you; takeme out of trouble, and I will be guided by

your unchanging word.
147Before the sun is up,my cry for help comes to your ear;myhope is in your

words.
148 In thenightwatches I amawake, so that Imaygive thought toyour saying.
149Let my voice come to you, in your mercy; O Lord, by your decisions give

me life.
150 Those who have evil designs against me come near; they are far from

your law.
151You are near, O Lord; and all your teachings are true.
152 I have long had knowledge that your unchanging word is for ever.
RESH
153O seemy trouble, and bemy saviour; for I keep your law inmymind,
154Undertakemy cause, and come tomy help, giveme life, as you have said.
155 Salvation is far from evil-doers; for they have made no search for your

rules.
156Great is the number of yourmercies, O Lord; giveme life in keepingwith

your decisions.
157 Great is the number of those who are against me; but I have not been

turned away from your unchanging word.
158 I sawwith hate thosewhowere untrue to you; for they did not keep your

saying.
159See how great is my love for your orders: giveme life, O Lord, in keeping

with yourmercy.
160Yourword is true from the first; and your upright decision is unchanging

for ever.
SHIN



Psalms 119:161 646 Psalms 121:8

161 Rulers have been cruel to me without cause; but I have the fear of your
word inmy heart.

162 I am delighted by your saying, like a man who makes discovery of great
wealth.

163 I am full of hate and disgust for false words; but I am a lover of your law.
164Seven times a day do I give you praise, because of your upright decisions.
165Great peace have lovers of your law; they have no cause for falling.
166Lord,myhopehasbeen in your salvation; and I havekept your teachings.
167My soul has kept your unchanging word; great is my love for it.
168 I have been ruled by your orders; for all myways are before you.
TAU
169Letmycrycomebeforeyou,OLord; givemewisdominkeepingwithyour

word.
170Let my prayer come before you; takeme out of trouble, as you have said.
171Letmy lips beflowingwithpraise, because youhave givenmeknowledge

of your rules.
172Let my tongue make songs in praise of your word; for all your teachings

are righteousness.
173 Let your hand be near for my help; for I have given my heart to your

orders.
174 All my desire has been for your salvation, O Lord; and your law is my

delight.
175Give life to my soul so that it may give you praise; and let your decisions

bemy support.
176 I have gone out of the way like a wandering sheep; make search for your

servant; for I keep your teachings ever inmind.

120
A Song of the going up.
1 In my trouble my cry went up to the Lord, and he gaveme an answer.
2O Lord, be the saviour of my soul from false lips, and from the tongue of

deceit.
3What punishment will he give you? what more will he do to you, you false

tongue?
4 Sharp arrows of the strong, and burning fire.
5 Sorrow is mine because I am strange in Meshech, and living in the tents of

Kedar.
6My soul has long been living with the haters of peace.
7 I am for peace: but when I say so, they are for war.

121
A Song of the going up.
1My eyes are lifted up to the hills: O where will my help come from?
2Your help comes from the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
3May he not let your foot bemoved: no need of sleep has hewho keeps you.
4 See, the eyes of Israel's keeper will not be shut in sleep.
5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
6Youwill not be touched by the sun in the day, or by themoon at night.
7The Lord will keep you safe from all evil; he will take care of your soul.
8TheLordwill keepwatchover your goingout andyour coming in, from this

time and for ever.
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122
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 I was glad because they said to me,Wewill go into the house of the Lord.
2At last our feet were inside your doors, O Jerusalem.
3O Jerusalem, you are like a townwhich is well joined together;
4 To which the tribes went up, even the tribes of the Lord, for a witness to

Israel, to give praise to the name of the Lord.
5For there seats for the judges were placed, even the rulers' seats of the line

of David.
6O make prayers for the peace of Jerusalem; may they whose love is given

to you do well.
7May peace be inside your walls, and wealth in your noble houses.
8Because of my brothers and friends, I will now say, Let peace be with you.
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will be working for your good.

123
A Song of the going up.
1To youmy eyes are lifted up, even to you whose seat is in the heavens.
2 See! as the eyes of servants are turned to the hands of their masters, and

the eyes of a servant-girl to her owner, so our eyes are waiting for the
Lord our God, till he has mercy on us.

3Havemercy on us, O Lord, havemercy on us: for all men are looking down
on us.

4For long enough havemen of pridemade sport of our soul.

124
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 If it had not been the Lord whowas on our side (let Israel now say);
2 If it hadnot been the Lordwhowas on our side, whenmen cameup against

us;
3 They would have made a meal of us while still living, in the heat of their

wrath against us:
4Wewould have been covered by the waters; the streams would have gone

over our soul;
5Yes, the waters of pride would have gone over our soul.
6Praise be to the Lord, who has not let us be wounded by their teeth.
7Our soul has gone free like a bird out of the net of those who would take

her: the net is broken, and we are free.
8Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

125
A Song of the going up.
1Those whose hope is in the Lord are like the mountain of Zion, which may

not bemoved, but keeps its place for ever.
2As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about

his people, from this time and for ever.
3 For the rod of sinners will not be resting on the heritage of the upright; so

that the upright may not put out their hands to evil.
4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in

heart.
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5But as for such as are turned out of the straightway, the Lordwill take them
awaywith the workers of evil. Let peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of the going up.
1When the Lordmade a change in Zion's fate, wewere likemen in a dream.
2 Then our mouths were full of laughing, and our tongues gave a glad cry;

they said among the nations, The Lordhas done great things for them.
3The Lord has done great things for us; because of which we are glad.
4Let our fate be changed, O Lord, like the streams in the South.
5Those who put in seed with weeping will get in the grain with cries of joy.
6 Though a man may go out weeping, taking his vessel of seed with him; he

will come again in joy, with the corded stems of grain in his arms.

127
A Song of the going up. Of Solomon.
1 If the Lord is not helping the builders, then the building of a house is to no

purpose: if the Lord does not keep the town, the watchman keeps his
watch for nothing.

2 It is of no use for you to get up early, and to go late to your rest, with the
bread of sorrow for your food; for the Lord gives to his loved ones in
sleep.

3 See, sons are a heritage from the Lord; the fruit of the body is his reward.
4Like arrows in the hand of a man of war, are the children of the young.
5Happy is themanwhohas a good store of them; hewill not be put to shame,

but his cause will be supported by them against his haters.

128
A Song of the going up.
1Happy is the worshipper of the Lord, who is walking in his ways.
2 You will have the fruit of the work of your hands: happy will you be, and

all will be well for you.
3Your wife will be like a fertile vine in the inmost parts of your house: your

children will be like olive plants round your table.
4 See! this is the blessing of the worshipper of the Lord.
5 May the Lord send you blessing out of Zion: may you see the good of

Jerusalem all the days of your life.
6May you see your children's children. Peace be on Israel.

129
A Song of the going up.
1 Great have been my troubles from the time when I was young (let Israel

now say);
2 Great have been my troubles from the time when I was young, but my

troubles have not overcomeme.
3 The ploughmen were ploughing on my back; long were the wounds they

made.
4The Lord is true: the cords of the evil-doers are broken in two.
5Let all the haters of Zion be shamed and turned back.
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6 Let them be like the grass on the house-tops, which is dry before it comes
to full growth.

7Hewho gets in the grain has no use for it; and they do not make bands of it
for the grain-stems.

8And thosewho go by do not say, The blessing of the Lord be on you; we give
you blessing in the name of the Lord.

130
A Song of the going up.
1Out of the deep have I sent upmy cry to you, O Lord.
2Lord, let my voice come before you: let your ears be awake to the voice of

my prayer.
3O Jah, if you took note of every sin, who would go free?
4But there is forgiveness with you, so that youmay be feared.
5 I amwaiting for the Lord, my soul is waiting for him, andmy hope is in his

word.
6My soul is watching for the Lordmore than thosewho arewatching for the

morning; yes, more than the watchers for themorning.
7OIsrael, havehope in theLord; forwith theLord ismercyand full salvation.
8And he will make Israel free from all his sins.

131
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1Lord, there is no pride inmyheart andmy eyes are not lifted up; and I have

not taken part in great undertakings, or in things over-hard for me.
2See, I havemademy soul calm and quiet, like a child on itsmother's breast;

my soul is like a child on its mother's breast.
3O Israel, have hope in the Lord, from this time and for ever.

132
A Song of the going up.
1Lord, give thought to David, and to all his troubles;
2How he made an oath to the Lord, and gave his word to the great God of

Jacob, saying,
3Truly, I will not come into my house, or go to my bed,
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes, or rest to my eyeballs,
5Till I have got a place for the Lord, a resting-place for the great Godof Jacob.
6We had news of it at Ephrathah: we came to it in the fields of the wood.
7Let us go into his tent; let us give worship at his feet.
8Come back, O Lord, to your resting-place; you and the ark of your strength.
9Let yourpriests be clothedwith righteousness; and let your saints give cries

of joy.
10Because of your servant David, do not give up your king.
11 The Lord gave a true oath to David, which he will not take back, saying, I

will give your kingdom to the fruit of your body.
12 If your children keep my word, and the teachings which I will give them,

their children will be rulers of your kingdom for ever.
13For the Lord's heart is on Zion, desiring it for his resting-place.
14This is my rest for ever: here will I ever be; for this is my desire.
15My blessing will be on her food; and her poor will be full of bread.
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16Her priests will be clothed with salvation; and her saints will give cries of
joy.

17 There I will make the horn of David fertile: I have made ready a light for
my king.

18His haters will be clothed with shame; but I will make his crown shining.

133
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 See how good and how pleasing it is for brothers to be living together in

harmony!
2 It is like oil of great price on the head, flowing down over the face, even

Aaron's face: coming down to the edge of his robe;
3Like the dew of Hermon, which comes down on themountains of Zion: for

there the Lord gave orders for the blessing, even life for ever.

134
A Song of the going up.
1Give praise to the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who take your places

in the house of the Lord by night.
2Give praise to the Lord, lifting up your hands in his holy place.
3May the Lord, whomade heaven and earth, send you blessing out of Zion,

135
1Let the Lord be praised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to the name

of the Lord.
2You who are in the house of the Lord, and in the open spaces of the house

of our God,
3Givepraise to Jah, forhe is good: makemelody tohisname, for it is pleasing.
4For the Lord has taken Jacob for himself, and Israel for his property.
5 I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is greater than all other

gods.
6 The Lord has done whatever was pleasing to him, in heaven, and on the

earth, in the seas and in all the deep waters.
7He makes the mists go up from the ends of the earth; he makes thunder-

flames for the rain; he sends out the winds from his store-houses.
8He put to death the first-fruits of Egypt, of man and of beast.
9He sent signs andwonders among you, O Egypt, on Pharaoh, and on all his

servants.
10He overcame great nations, and put strong kings to death;
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms

of Canaan;
12And gave their land for a heritage, even for a heritage to Israel his people.
13O Lord, your name is eternal; and thememory of you will have no end.
14For theLordwill be judgeofhispeople's cause; his feelingswill be changed

to his servants.
15The images of the nations are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
16They havemouths, but no voice, they have eyes, but they do not see;
17They have ears, but no hearing; and there is no breath in their mouths.
18Thosewhomake themare like them; and so is everyonewhoputs his hope

in them.
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19Give praise to the Lord, O children of Israel: give praise to the Lord, O sons
of Aaron:

20Give praise to the Lord, O sons of Levi: let all the worshippers of the Lord
give him praise.

21 Praise be to the Lord out of Zion, even to the Lord whose house is in
Jerusalem, Let the Lord be praised.

136
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
2O give praise to the God of gods: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3O give praise to the Lord of lords: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4To himwho only does great wonders: for hismercy is unchanging for ever.
5To himwho bywisdommade the heavens: for hismercy is unchanging for

ever.
6Tohimbywhom the earthwas stretched out over thewaters: for hismercy

is unchanging for ever.
7To himwhomade great lights: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
8The sun to have rule by day: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
9Themoon and the stars to have rule by night: for his mercy is unchanging

for ever.
10 To him who put to death the first-fruits of Egypt: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever:
11 And took out Israel from among them: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever:
12With a strong hand and an outstretched arm: for hismercy is unchanging

for ever.
13To himwhomade away through the Red Sea: for hismercy is unchanging

for ever:
14And let Israel go through it: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
15 By him Pharaoh and his army were overturned in the Red Sea: for his

mercy is unchanging for ever.
16 To him who took his people through the waste land: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
17To himwho overcame great kings: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
18And put noble kings to death: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
20And Og, king of Bashan: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
21And gave their land to his people for a heritage: for hismercy is unchang-

ing for ever.
22Evenaheritage forhis servant Israel: forhismercy is unchanging for ever.
23Who kept us in mind when wewere in trouble: for his mercy is unchang-

ing for ever.
24 And has taken us out of the hands of our haters: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
25Who gives food to all flesh: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
26O give praise to the God of heaven: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.

137
1By the rivers of Babylon wewere seated, weeping at thememory of Zion,
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2Hanging our instruments of music on the trees by the waterside.
3 For there those who had taken us prisoners made request for a song; and

thosewhohad takenawayallwehadgaveusorders tobe glad, saying,
Give us one of the songs of Zion.

4Howmaywe give the Lord's song in a strange land?
5 If I keep not your memory, O Jerusalem, let not my right hand keep the

memory of its art.
6 If I let you go out of my thoughts, and if I do not put Jerusalem before my

greatest joy, let my tongue be fixed to the roof of mymouth.
7O Lord, keep in mind against the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem;

how they said, Let it be uncovered, uncovered even to its base.
8 O daughter of Babylon, whose fate is destruction; happy is the man who

does to you what you have done to us.
9 Happy is the man who takes your little ones, crushing them against the

rocks.

138
Of David.
1 I will give you praise with all my heart: I will make melody to you before

the gods.
2 I will give worship before your holy Temple, praising your name for your

mercy and for your unchanging faith: for you have made your word
greater than all your name.

3Whenmycry came to your ears yougavemeananswer, andmademegreat
with strength inmy soul.

4All the kings of the earth will give you praise, O Lord, when the words of
yourmouth come to their ears.

5 They will make songs about the ways of the Lord; for great is the glory of
the Lord.

6Though the Lord is high, he sees those who are low; and he has knowledge
from far off of those who are lifted up.

7 Even when trouble is round me, you will give me life; your hand will be
stretched out against thewrath ofmyhaters, and your right handwill
be my salvation.

8 The Lord will make all things complete for me: O Lord, your mercy is
eternal; do not give up the works of your hands.

139
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, you have knowledge of me, searching out all my secrets.
2 You have knowledge when I am seated and when I get up, you see my

thoughts from far away.
3You keepwatch overmy steps andmy sleep, and have knowledge of all my

ways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue which is not clear to you, O Lord.
5 I am shut in by you on every side, and you have put your hand onme.
6Suchknowledge is awonder greater thanmypowers; it is sohigh that Imay

not come near it.
7Wheremay I go from your spirit? howmay I go in flight from you?
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there: or if I make my bed in the underworld,

you are there.
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9 If I take the wings of themorning, and go to the farthest parts of the sea;
10 Even there will I be guided by your hand, and your right hand will keep

me.
11 If I say, Only letmebe coveredby thedark, and the light aboutmebenight;
12Even the dark is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day: for dark

and light are the same to you.
13My flesh was made by you, and my parts joined together in my mother's

body.
14 Iwill give youpraise, for I amstrangely anddelicately formed; yourworks

are great wonders, and of this my soul is fully conscious.
15My framewas not unseen by youwhen Iwasmade secretly, and strangely

formed in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book all my days were

recorded, even thosewhichwerepurposedbefore theyhad come into
being.

17How dear are your thoughts to me, O God! how great is the number of
them!

18 If Imade up their number, it would bemore than the grains of sand; when
I am awake, I am still with you.

19 If only youwould put the sinners to death, OGod; go far fromme, youmen
of blood.

20 For they go against you with evil designs, and your haters make sport of
your name.

21Are not your haters hated by me, O Lord? are not those who are lifted up
against you a cause of grief to me?

22My hate for them is complete; my thoughts of them are as if they were
making war onme.

23 O God, let the secrets of my heart be uncovered, and let my wandering
thoughts be tested:

24See if there is anywayof sorrow inme, andbemyguide in the eternalway.

140
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, take me out of the power of the evil man; keep me safe from the

violent man:
2 For their hearts are full of evil designs; and they are ever making ready

causes of war.
3 Their tongues are sharp like the tongue of a snake; the poison of snakes is

under their lips. (Selah.)
4O Lord, take me out of the hands of sinners; keep me safe from the violent

man: for they are designingmy downfall.
5 The men of pride have put secret cords for my feet; stretching nets in my

way, so that theymay takemewith their tricks. (Selah.)
6 I have said to the Lord, You aremy God: give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my

prayer.
7O Lord God, the strength of my salvation, you have been a cover over my

head in the day of the fight.
8 O Lord, give not the wrongdoer his desire; give him no help in his evil

designs, or hemay be uplifted in pride. (Selah.)
9As for those who come round me, let their heads be covered by the evil of

their lips.
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10Let burning flames come down on them: let them be put into the fire, and
into deep waters, so that theymay not get up again.

11Let not a man of evil tongue be safe on earth: let destruction overtake the
violent manwith blow on blow.

12 I am certain that the Lordwill take care of the cause of the poor, and of the
rights of those who are troubled.

13Truly, the upright will give praise to your name: the holywill have a place
in your house.

141
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord, I havemademy cry to you; come tome quickly; give ear tomy voice,

when it goes up to you.
2 Let my prayer be ordered before you like a sweet smell; and let the lifting

up of my hands be like the evening offering.
3O Lord, keep a watch over mymouth; keep the door of my lips.
4Keepmy heart from desiring any evil thing, or from taking part in the sins

of the evil-doers with men who do wrong: and let me have no part in
their good things.

5 Let the upright give me punishment; and let the god-fearing man put me
in the right way; but I will not let the oil of sinners come onmy head:
when they do evil I will give myself to prayer.

6When destruction comes to their judges by the side of the rock, they will
give ear to mywords, for they are sweet.

7Our bones are broken up at the mouth of the underworld, as the earth is
broken by the plough.

8 But my eyes are turned to you, O Lord God: my hope is in you; let not my
soul be given up to death.

9 Keep me from the net which they have put down for me, and from the
designs of the workers of evil.

10Let the sinners be taken in the netswhich they themselves have put down,
while I go free.

142
Maschil. Of David. A prayer when he was in the hole of the rock.
1The sound of my cry went up to the Lord; with my voice I mademy prayer

for grace to the Lord.
2 I put all my sorrows before him; andmade clear to him all my trouble.
3When my spirit is overcome, your eyes are on my goings; nets have been

secretly placed in the way in which I go.
4 Looking to my right side, I saw no man who was my friend: I had no safe

place; no one had any care for my soul.
5 I have made my cry to you, O Lord; I have said, You are my safe place, and

my heritage in the land of the living.
6Give ear to my cry, for I ammade very low: takeme out of the hands of my

haters, for they are stronger than I.
7 Take my soul out of prison, so that I may give praise to your name: the

upright will give praise because of me; for you have given me a full
reward.
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143
A Psalm. Of David.
1Let my prayer come to you, O Lord; give ear to my requests for your grace;

keep faith withme, and giveme an answer in your righteousness;
2 Let not your servant come before you to be judged; for no man living is

upright in your eyes.
3The evil man has gone after my soul; my life is crushed down to the earth:

he has put me in the dark, like those who have long been dead.
4Because of this my spirit is overcome; andmy heart is full of fear.
5 I keep in mind the early days of the past, giving thought to all your acts,

even to the work of your hands.
6My hands are stretched out to you: my soul is turned to you, like a land in

need of water. (Selah.)
7Be quick in answering me, O Lord, for the strength of my spirit is gone: let

me see your face, so that I may not be like thosewho go down into the
underworld.

8 Let the story of your mercy come to me in the morning, for my hope is in
you: giveme knowledge of the way in which I am to go; formy soul is
lifted up to you.

9O Lord, takeme out of the hands of my haters; my soul is waiting for you.
10Give me teaching so that I may do your pleasure; for you are my God: let

your good Spirit be my guide into the land of righteousness.
11Giveme life, O Lord, because of your name; in your righteousness takemy

soul out of trouble.
12 And in your mercy put an end to my haters, and send destruction on all

those who are against my soul; for I am your servant.

144
A Psalm. Of David.
1Praisebe to theGodofmystrength, teachingmyhands theuseof the sword,

andmy fingers the art of fighting:
2He ismy strength, andmyRock;myhigh tower, andmy saviour;my keeper

andmy hope: he gives me authority over my people.
3Lord, what is man, that you keep him in mind? or the son of man that you

take him into account?
4Man is like a breath: his life is like a shade which is quickly gone.
5 Come down, O Lord, from your heavens: at your touch let the mountains

give out smoke.
6With your storm-flames send them inflight: send out your arrows for their

destruction.
7 Put out your hand from on high; make me free, take me safely out of the

great waters, and out of the hands of strangemen;
8 In whose mouths are false words, and whose right hand is a right hand of

deceit.
9 I will make a new song to you, O God; I will make melody to you on an

instrument of ten cords.
10 It isGodwhogives salvation tokings; andwhokepthis servantDavid from

the wounding sword.
11 Make me free, and take me out of the hands of strange men, in whose

mouthsare falsewords, andwhose righthand isa righthandofdeceit.
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12 Our sons are like tall young plants; and our daughters like the shining
stones of a king's house;

13 Our store-houses are full of all good things; and our sheep give birth to
thousands and ten thousands in our fields.

14Our oxen are well weighted down; our cows give birth safely; there is no
going out, and there is no cry of sorrow in our open places.

15Happy is the nation whose ways are so ordered: yes, happy is the nation
whose God is the Lord.

145
A Song of praise. Of David.
1 Let me give glory to you, O God, my King; and blessing to your name for

ever and ever.
2Every day will I give you blessing, praising your name for ever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his power may never be

searched out.
4One generation after another will give praise to your great acts, and make

clear the operation of your strength.
5My thoughtswill be of thehonour andglory of your rule, andof thewonder

of your works.
6Men will be talking of the power and fear of your acts; I will give word of

your glory.
7 Their sayings will be full of the memory of all your mercy, and they will

make songs of your righteousness.
8The Lord is full of grace and pity; not quickly angry, but great in mercy.
9The Lord is good to all men; and his mercies are over all his works.
10All theworks of yourhands givepraise to you, OLord; andyour saints give

you blessing.
11 Their words will be of the glory of your kingdom, and their talk of your

strength;
12 So that the sons of men may have knowledge of his acts of power, and of

the great glory of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and your rule is through all genera-

tions.
14The Lord is the support of all who are crushed, and the lifter up of all who

are bent down.
15The eyes of allmen arewaiting for you; and you give them their food in its

time.
16 By the opening of your hand, every living thing has its desire in full

measure.
17The Lord is upright in all his ways, and kind in all his works.
18 The Lord is near all those who give honour to his name; even to all who

give honour to himwith true hearts.
19 To his worshippers, he will give their desire; their cry comes to his ears,

and he gives them salvation.
20 The Lord will keep all his worshippers from danger; but he will send

destruction on all sinners.
21 My mouth will give praise to the Lord; let all flesh be blessing his holy

name for ever and ever.

146
1Let the Lord be praised. Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul.
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2While I have breath I will give praise to the Lord: I will makemelody tomy
Godwhile I havemy being.

3 Put not your faith in rulers, or in the son of man, in whom there is no
salvation.

4Man's breath goes out, he is turned back again to dust; in that day all his
purposes come to an end.

5Happy is the man who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in
the Lord his God:

6Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all things in them; who keeps
faith for ever:

7Who gives their rights to those who are crushed down; and gives food to
those who are in need of it: the Lordmakes the prisoners free;

8The Lordmakes open the eyes of the blind; the Lord is the lifter up of those
who are bent down; the Lord is a lover of the upright;

9The Lord takes care of those who are in a strange land; he gives help to the
widow and to the child who has no father; but he sends destruction
on the way of sinners.

10The Lord will be King for ever; your God, O Zion, will be King through all
generations. Praise be to the Lord.

147
1Give praise to the Lord; for it is good to make melody to our God; praise is

pleasing and beautiful.
2The Lord is building up Jerusalem; hemakes all the outlaws of Israel come

together.
3Hemakes the broken-hearted well, and puts oil on their wounds.
4He sees the number of the stars; he gives them all their names.
5Great is our Lord, and great his power; there is no limit to his wisdom.
6 The Lord gives help to the poor in spirit; but he sends sinners down in

shame.
7Makesongsofpraise to theLord;makemelody toourGodwith instruments

of music.
8By his hand the heaven is coveredwith clouds and rain is stored up for the

earth; hemakes the grass tall on themountains.
9Hegives food to every beast, and to the young ravens in answer to their cry.
10He has no delight in the strength of a horse; he takes no pleasure in the

legs of a man.
11The Lord takes pleasure in his worshippers, and in thosewhose hope is in

his mercy.
12Give praise to the Lord, O Jerusalem; give praise to your God, O Zion.
13He hasmade strong the iron bands of your doors; he has sent blessings on

your children inside your walls.
14He gives peace in all your land, making your stores full of fat grain.
15He sends out his orders to the earth; his word goes out quickly.
16He gives snow like wool; he sends out ice-drops like dust.
17He sends down ice like raindrops: water is made hard by his cold.
18At the outgoing of his word, the ice is turned to water; when he sends out

his wind, there is a flowing of waters.
19 He makes his word clear to Jacob, teaching Israel his laws and his

decisions.
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20Hehas not done these things for any other nation: and as for his laws, they
have no knowledge of them. Let the Lord be praised.

148
1Give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be praised from the heavens: give him

praise in the skies.
2Give praise to him, all you his angels: give praise to him, all his armies.
3Give praise to him, you sun and moon: give praise to him, all you stars of

light.
4Givepraise to him, youhighest heavens, andyouwaterswhich are over the

heavens.
5Let themgivepraise to thenameof theLord: forhe gave theorder, and they

weremade.
6 He has put them in their places for ever; he has given them their limits

whichmay not be broken.
7 Give praise to the Lord from the earth, you great sea-beasts, and deep

places:
8Fire and rain of ice, snow andmists; storm-wind, doing his word:
9Mountains and all hills; fruit-trees and all trees of themountains:
10Beasts and all cattle; insects and winged birds:
11Kings of the earth, and all peoples; rulers and all judges of the earth:
12Youngmen and virgins; old men and children:
13 Let them give glory to the name of the Lord: for his name only is to be

praised: his kingdom is over the earth and the heaven.
14He has put on high the horn of his people, for the praise of all his saints;

even the children of Israel, a peoplewhich is near to him. Let the Lord
be praised.

149
1 Let the Lord be praised. Make a new song to the Lord, let his praise be in

themeeting of his saints.
2 Let Israel have joy in his maker; let the children of Zion be glad in their

King.
3Let themgive praise to his name in thedance: let themmakemelody tohim

with instruments of brass and corded instruments of music.
4For the Lord has pleasure in his people: he gives the poor in spirit a crown

of salvation.
5Let the saints have joy and glory: let them give cries of joy on their beds.
6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouths, and a two-edged sword in

their hands;
7 To give the nations the reward of their sins, and the peoples their punish-

ment;
8To put their kings in chains, and their rulers in bands of iron;
9 To give them the punishment which is in the holy writings: this honour is

given to all his saints. Praise be to the Lord.

150
1Let theLordbepraised. Givepraise toGod inhisholyplace: givehimpraise

in the heaven of his power.
2Give him praise for his acts of power: give him praise in themeasure of his

great strength.
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3Give him praise with the sound of the horn: give him praise with corded
instruments of music.

4Givehimpraisewith instruments of brass and in thedance: givehimpraise
with horns and corded instruments.

5Givehimpraisewith the loudbrass: givehimpraisewith thehigh-sounding
brass.

6 Let everything which has breath give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be
praised.
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The Proverbs
1 The wise sayings of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel. 2 To have

knowledge of wise teaching; to be clear about the words of reason: 3 To
be trained in the ways of wisdom, in righteousness and judging truly and
straight behaviour: 4 To make the simple-minded sharp, and to give the
youngman knowledge, and serious purpose: 5 (The wise man, hearing, will
get greater learning, and the acts of the man of good sense will be wisely
guided:) 6 To get the sense of wise sayings and secrets, and of the words
of the wise and their dark sayings. 7 The fear of the Lord is the start of
knowledge: but the foolish have no use for wisdom and teaching. 8My son,
give ear to the training of your father, and do not give up the teaching of
your mother: 9 For they will be a crown of grace for your head, and chain-
ornaments about your neck. 10My son, if sinners would take you out of the
right way, do not go with them. 11 If they say, Come with us; let us make
designs against the good, waiting secretly for the upright, without cause;
12 Let us overcome them living, like the underworld, and in their strength,
as those who go down to death; 13 Goods of great price will be ours, our
houses will be full of wealth; 14 Take your chance with us, and we will all
have one money-bag: 15My son, do not go with them; keep your feet from
their ways: 16For their feet are running after evil, and they are quick to take
aman's life. 17Truly, to no purpose is the net stretched out before the eyes of
the bird: 18And they are secretly waiting for their blood and making ready
destruction for themselves. 19Such is the fateof everyonewhogoes in search
of profit; it takes away the life of its owners. 20Wisdom is crying out in the
street; her voice is loud in the open places; 21Her words are sounding in the
meeting-places, and in the doorways of the town: 22How long, you simple
ones, will foolish things be dear to you? and pride a delight to the haters of
authority? how long will the foolish go on hating knowledge? 23 Be turned
again by my sharp words: see, I will send the flow of my spirit on you, and
makemywords clear to you. 24Because your ears were shut tomy voice; no
one gave attention to my out-stretched hand; 25 You were not controlled by
my guiding, andwould have nothing to dowithmy sharpwords: 26So in the
day of your trouble Iwill be laughing; Iwillmake sport of your fear; 27When
your fear comes on you like a storm, and your trouble like a rushing wind;
when pain and sorrow come on you. 28 Then I will give no answer to their
cries; searching for me early, they will not see me: 29 For they were haters
of knowledge, and did not give their hearts to the fear of the Lord: 30 They
had no desire for my teaching, and my words of protest were as nothing to
them. 31 So the fruit of their way will be their food, and with the designs of
their hearts theywill bemade full. 32For the turning back of the simple from
teaching will be the cause of their death, and the peace of the foolish will be
their destruction. 33 But whoever gives ear to me will take his rest safely,
living in peace without fear of evil.

2
1My son, if you will take my words to your heart, storing up my laws in
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your mind; 2 So that your ear gives attention to wisdom, and your heart
is turned to knowledge; 3 Truly, if you are crying out for good sense, and
your request is for knowledge; 4 If you are looking for her as for silver, and
searching for her as for stored-up wealth; 5 Then the fear of the Lord will
be clear to you, and knowledge of God will be yours. 6 For the Lord gives
wisdom; out of his mouth come knowledge and reason: 7He has salvation
stored up for the upright, he is a breastplate to those in whom there is no
evil; 8He keeps watch on the ways which are right, and takes care of those
who have the fear of him. 9Then you will have knowledge of righteousness
and right acting, and upright behaviour, even of every good way. 10 For
wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasing to your
soul; 11Wise purposes will be watching over you, and knowledge will keep
you; 12Giving you salvation from the evil man, from those whose words are
false; 13Who give up the way of righteousness, to go by dark roads; 14Who
take pleasure in wrongdoing, and have joy in the evil designs of the sinner;
15Whoseways are not straight, andwhose footsteps are turned to evil: 16To
take you out of the power of the strange woman, who says smooth words
with her tongue; 17Who is false to the husband of her early years, and does
not keep the agreement of her God in mind: 18 For her house is on the way
down to death; her footsteps go down to the shades: 19Those who go to her
do not come back again; their feet do not keep in the ways of life: 20 So that
youmay go in theway of goodmen, and keep in the footsteps of the upright.
21For the uprightwill be living in the land, and the goodwill have it for their
heritage. 22 But sinners will be cut off from the land, and those whose acts
are false will be uprooted.

3
1My son, keep my teaching in your memory, and my rules in your heart:

2 For they will give you increase of days, years of life, and peace. 3 Let not
mercy and good faith go from you; let them be hanging round your neck,
recorded on your heart; 4 So you will have grace and a good name in the
eyes of God and men. 5Put all your hope in God, not looking to your reason
for support. 6 In all your ways give ear to him, and he will make straight
your footsteps. 7Put no high value on your wisdom: let the fear of the Lord
be before you, and keep yourself from evil: 8This will give strength to your
flesh, andnew life toyourbones. 9Givehonour to theLordwithyourwealth,
and with the first-fruits of all your increase: 10 So your store-houses will be
full of grain, and your vessels overflowing with newwine. 11My son, do not
make your heart hard against the Lord's teaching; do not be made angry by
his training: 12For to those who are dear to him the Lord says sharp words,
and makes the son in whom he has delight undergo pain. 13Happy is the
man who makes discovery of wisdom, and he who gets knowledge. 14 For
trading in it is better than trading in silver, and its profit greater than bright
gold. 15 She is of more value than jewels, and nothing for which you may
have a desire is fair in comparisonwith her. 16Long life is in her right hand,
and in her left are wealth and honour. 17Her ways are ways of delight, and
all her goings are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to all who take her in their
hands, and happy is everyone who keeps her. 19The Lord by wisdom put in
position the bases of the earth; by reason he put the heavens in their place.
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20By his knowledge the deep was parted, and dew came dropping from the
skies. 21My son, keep good sense, and do not let wise purpose go from your
eyes. 22 So they will be life for your soul, and grace for your neck. 23 Then
youwill go safely on yourway, and your feet will have no cause for slipping.
24When you take your rest youwill have no fear, and on your bed sleep will
be sweet to you. 25Have no fear of sudden danger, or of the stormwhichwill
comeonevil-doers: 26For theLordwill be yourhope, andwill keepyour foot
from being taken in the net. 27Do not keep back good from those who have
a right to it, when it is in the power of your hand to do it. 28 Say not to your
neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when you have
it by you at the time. 29 Do not make evil designs against your neighbour,
when he is living with you without fear. 30 Do not take up a cause at law
against a man for nothing, if he has done you no wrong. 31Have no envy of
the violent man, or take any of his ways as an example. 32 For the wrong-
hearted man is hated by the Lord, but he is a friend to the upright. 33 The
curseof theLord ison thehouseof theevil-doer, buthisblessing is on the tent
of the upright. 34He makes sport of the men of pride, but he gives grace to
the gentle-hearted. 35The wise will have glory for their heritage, but shame
will be the reward of the foolish.

4
1Give ear, my sons, to the teaching of a father; give attention so that you

may have knowledge: 2 For I give you good teaching; do not give up the
knowledge you are getting fromme. 3 For I was a son to my father, a gentle
and an only one to my mother. 4 And he gave me teaching, saying to me,
Keepmywords in your heart; keepmy rules so that youmay have life: 5Get
wisdom, get true knowledge; keep it inmemory, donot be turned away from
the words of my mouth. 6 Do not give her up, and she will keep you; give
her your love, and she will make you safe. 7 The first sign of wisdom is to
get wisdom; go, give all you have to get true knowledge. 8 Put her in a high
place, and you will be lifted up by her; she will give you honour, when you
give her your love. 9Shewill put a crown of grace on your head, giving you a
head-dress of glory. 10Give ear, O my son, and let your heart be open to my
sayings; and long life will be yours. 11 I have given you teaching in the way
ofwisdom, guiding your steps in the straight way. 12When you go, yourway
will not be narrow, and in running you will not have a fall. 13Take learning
in your hands, do not let her go: keep her, for she is your life. 14Do not go in
the road of sinners, or be walking in the way of evil men. 15Keep far from
it, do not go near; be turned from it, and go on your way. 16For they take no
rest till they have done evil; their sleep is taken away if they have not been
the cause of someone's fall. 17The bread of evil-doing is their food, the wine
of violent acts their drink. 18 But the way of the upright is like the light of
early morning, getting brighter and brighter till the full day. 19 The way of
sinners is dark; they seenot the causeof their fall. 20Myson, giveattention to
mywords; let your ear be turned tomy sayings. 21Let themnot go fromyour
eyes; keep themdeep in yourheart. 22For they are life to himwhogets them,
and strength to all his flesh. 23And keepwatch over your heartwith all care;
so you will have life. 24 Put away from you an evil tongue, and let false lips
be far fromyou. 25Keep your eyes onwhat is in front of you, looking straight



Proverbs 4:26 663 Proverbs 6:13

before you. 26Keep a watch on your behaviour; let all your ways be rightly
ordered. 27 Let there be no turning to the right or to the left, keep your feet
from evil.

5
1 My son, give attention to my wisdom; let your ear be turned to my

teaching: 2 So that you may be ruled by a wise purpose, and your lips may
keepknowledge. 3Forhoney is dropping fromthe lips of the strangewoman,
and her mouth is smoother than oil; 4 But her end is bitter as wormwood,
and sharp as a two-edged sword; 5Her feet go down to death, and her steps
to the underworld; 6 She never keeps her mind on the road of life; her ways
are uncertain, she has no knowledge. 7Give ear tome then, my sons, and do
not put awaymywords from you. 8Go far away from her, do not come near
thedoorofherhouse; 9For fear that youmaygiveyourhonour toothers, and
your wealth to strangemen: 10And strangemenmay be full of your wealth,
and the fruit of your work go to the house of others; 11And you will be full
of grief at the end of your life, when your flesh and your body are wasted;
12 And you will say, How was teaching hated by me, and my heart put no
value on training; 13 I did not give attention to the voice of my teachers, my
ear was not turned to those who were guiding me! 14 I was in almost all evil
in the company of the people. 15 Let water from your store and not that of
others be your drink, and runningwater fromyour fountain. 16Let not your
springs beflowing in the streets, or your streamsofwater in the openplaces.
17 Let them be for yourself only, not for other men with you. 18 Let blessing
be on your fountain; have joy in the wife of your early years. 19As a loving
hind and a gentle doe, let her breasts ever give you rapture; let your passion
at all times be moved by her love. 20Why let yourself, my son, go out of the
waywith a strange woman, and take another woman in your arms? 21For a
man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he puts all his goings in the
scales. 22The evil-doerwill be taken in the net of his crimes, and prisoned in
the cords of his sin. 23He will come to his end for need of teaching; he is so
foolish that he will go wandering from the right way.

6
1 My son, if you have made yourself responsible for your neighbour, or

given your word for another, 2 You are taken as in a net by the words of
your mouth, the sayings of your lips have overcome you. 3 Do this, my
son, and make yourself free, because you have come into the power of
your neighbour; go without waiting, and make a strong request to your
neighbour. 4Give no sleep to your eyes, or rest to them; 5Make yourself free,
like the roe from the hand of the archer, and the bird from him who puts
a net for her. 6 Go to the ant, you hater of work; give thought to her ways
and be wise: 7Having no chief, overseer, or ruler, 8 She gets her meat in the
summer, storing up food at the time of the grain-cutting. 9How longwill you
be sleeping, O hater of work? when will you get up from your sleep? 10 A
little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep: 11Then loss will
come on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armedman 12A good-for-
nothing man is an evil-doer; he goes on his way causing trouble with false
words; 13Making signs with his eyes, rubbingwith his feet, and giving news
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with his fingers; 14His mind is ever designing evil: he lets loose violent acts.
15For this cause his downfall will be sudden; quickly he will be broken, and
therewill benohelp forhim. 16Six thingsarehatedby theLord; seven things
are disgusting to him: 17Eyes of pride, a false tongue, hands which take life
without cause; 18Aheart full of evil designs, feet which are quick in running
after sin; 19 A false witness, breathing out untrue words, and one who lets
loose violent acts among brothers. 20My son, keep the rule of your father,
and have inmemory the teaching of yourmother: 21Keep them ever folded
in your heart, and have them hanging round your neck. 22 In your walking,
it will be your guide; when you are sleeping, it will keep watch over you;
when you are awake, it will have talk with you. 23 For the rule is a light,
and the teaching a shining light; and the guiding words of training are the
way of life. 24 They will keep you from the evil woman, from the smooth
tongue of the strange woman. 25Let not your heart's desire go after her fair
body; let not her eyes take you prisoner. 26For a loose woman is looking for
a cake of bread, but another man's wife goes after one's very life. 27May a
man take fire to his breast without burning his clothing? 28Or may one go
on lighted coals, and his feet not be burned? 29 So it is with him who goes
in to his neighbour's wife; he who has anything to do with her will not go
free frompunishment. 30Mendonot have a lowopinion of a thiefwho takes
foodwhenhe is inneedof it: 31But if he is taken in the act hewill have to give
back seven times as much, giving up all his property which is in his house.
32Hewho takes anotherman'swife iswithout all sense: hewho does it is the
cause of destruction tohis soul. 33Woundswill behis and loss of honour, and
his shame may not be washed away. 34 For bitter is the wrath of an angry
husband; in the day of punishment he will have no mercy. 35 He will not
take any payment; and hewill notmake peacewith you though yourmoney
offerings are increased.

7
1My son, keep my sayings, and let my rules be stored up with you. 2Keep

my rules and youwill have life; let my teaching be to you as the light of your
eyes; 3 Let them be fixed to your fingers, and recorded in your heart. 4 Say
to wisdom, You are my sister; let knowledge be named your special friend:
5 So that they may keep you from the strange woman, even from her whose
words are smooth. 6Looking out frommy house, and watching through the
window, 7 I saw among the young men one without sense, 8Walking in the
street near the turn of her road, going on theway to her house, 9At nightfall,
in the evening of the day, in the black dark of the night. 10And the woman
cameout tohim, in thedress of a loosewoman,with adesigningheart; 11She
is full of noise and uncontrolled; her feet keep not in her house. 12Now she
is in the street, now in the open spaces, waiting at every turning of the road.
13So she took him by his hand, kissing him, andwithout a sign of shame she
said to him: 14 I have a feast of peace-offerings, for todaymyoaths have been
effected. 15 So I came out in the hope of meeting you, looking for you with
care, andnow I have you. 16Mybed is coveredwith cushions of needlework,
with coloured cloths of the cotton thread of Egypt; 17 I have made my bed
sweet with perfumes and spices. 18 Come, let us take our pleasure in love
till the morning, having joy in love's delights. 19For the master of the house
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is away on a long journey: 20He has taken a bag of money with him; he is
coming back at the full moon. 21 With her fair words she overcame him,
forcinghimwithher smooth lips. 22The simplemangoes after her, like anox
going to its death, like a roe pulled by a cord; 23Like a bird falling into a net;
with no thought that his life is in danger, till an arrow goes into his side. 24So
now,mysons, give ear tome; giveattention to the sayingsofmymouth; 25Let
not your heart be turned to her ways, do not go wandering in her footsteps.
26For thosewoundedandmade lowbyheraregreat innumber; andall those
who have come to their death through her are a great army. 27Her house is
the way to the underworld, going down to the rooms of death.

8
1 Is not wisdom crying out, and the voice of knowledge sounding? 2At the

top of the highways, at themeeting of the roads, she takes her place; 3Where
the roads go into the townher cry goes out, at thedoorwaysher voice is loud:
4 I am crying out to you, Omen;my voice comes to the sons ofmen. 5Become
expert in reason, O you simple ones; you foolish ones, take training to heart.
6 Give ear, for my words are true, and my lips are open to give out what is
upright. 7 For good faith goes out of mymouth, and false lips are disgusting
to me. 8All the words of mymouth are righteousness; there is nothing false
or twisted in them. 9 They are all true to him whose mind is awake, and
straightforward to those who get knowledge. 10 Take my teaching, and not
silver; get knowledge in place of the best gold. 11 For wisdom is better than
jewels, and all things whichmay be desired are nothing in comparisonwith
her. 12 I, wisdom, have made wise behaviour my near relation; I am seen to
be the special friendofwisepurposes. 13The fearof theLord is seen inhating
evil: pride, a high opinion of oneself, the evil way, and the false tongue,
are unpleasing to me. 14Wise design and good sense are mine; reason and
strength are mine. 15 Through me kings have their power, and rulers give
right decisions. 16Throughme chiefs have authority, and the noble ones are
judging in righteousness. 17 Those who have given me their love are loved
by me, and those who make search for me with care will get me. 18Wealth
and honour are inmy hands, evenwealthwithout equal and righteousness.
19My fruit is better than gold, even than the best gold; and my increase is
more to be desired than silver. 20 I go in the road of righteousness, in the
wayof right judging: 21So that Imaygivemy loverswealth for theirheritage,
making their store-houses full. 22The Lord made me as the start of his way,
the first of his works in the past. 23From eternal days I was given my place,
fromthebirthof time, before theearthwas. 24When therewasnodeep Iwas
given birth, when there were no fountains flowingwith water. 25Before the
mountains were put in their places, before the hills was my birth: 26When
he had not made the earth or the fields or the dust of the world. 27When he
made ready the heavens I was there: when he put an arch over the face of
the deep: 28When he made strong the skies overhead: when the fountains
of the deep were fixed: 29When he put a limit to the sea, so that the waters
mightnot goagainst hisword: whenheput inposition thebases of the earth:
30 Then I was by his side, as a master workman: and I was his delight from
day to day, playing before him at all times; 31 Playing in his earth; and my
delight waswith the sons ofmen. 32Give ear tome then, my sons: for happy
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are those who keep my ways. 33 Take my teaching and be wise; do not let it
go. 34Happy is the man who gives ear to me, watching at my doors day by
day, keeping his place by the pillars ofmyhouse. 35Forwhoever getsme gets
life, and grace from the Lordwill come to him. 36But hewho does evil tome,
does wrong to his soul: all my haters are in love with death.

9
1Wisdom has made her house, putting up her seven pillars. 2 She has put

her fat beasts to death; her wine is mixed, her table is ready. 3 She has sent
outherwomen-servants; her voice goes out to thehighest places of the town,
saying, 4Whoever is simple, let him come in here; and to him who has no
sense, she says: 5 Come, take of my bread, and of my wine which is mixed.
6Give up the simple ones and have life, and go in theway of knowledge. 7He
who gives teaching to a man of pride gets shame for himself; he who says
sharp words to a sinner gets a bad name. 8Do not say sharp words to aman
of pride, or he will have hate for you; make them clear to a wise man, and
you will be dear to him. 9Give teaching to a wise man, and he will become
wiser; give training to an upright man, and his learning will be increased.
10The fear of the Lord is the start of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy
Onegives awisemind 11Forbymeyourdayswill be increased, and theyears
of your life will be long. 12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if your
heart is full of pride, you only will have the pain of it. 13The foolish woman
is full of noise; she has no sense at all. 14 Seated at the door of her house, in
the high places of the town, 15 Crying out to those who go by, going straight
on their way, she says: 16Whoever is simple, let him come in here: and to
him who is without sense, she says: 17 Drink taken without right is sweet,
and food in secret is pleasing. 18But he does not see that the dead are there,
that her guests are in the deep places of the underworld.

10
1 A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his

mother. 2 Wealth which comes from sin is of no profit, but righteousness
gives salvation from death. 3 The Lord will not let the upright be in need of
food, but he puts far from him the desire of the evil-doers. 4He who is slow
in his work becomes poor, but the hand of the ready worker gets in wealth.
5 He who in summer gets together his store is a son who does wisely; but
he who takes his rest when the grain is being cut is a son causing shame.
6 Blessings are on the head of the upright, but the face of sinners will be
coveredwith sorrow. 7Thememoryof theupright is ablessing, but thename
of theevil-doerwill be turned todust. 8Thewise-heartedmanwill lethimself
be ruled, but the manwhose talk is foolish will have a fall. 9Hewhose ways
are upright will go safely, but he whose ways are twisted will be made low.
10Hewhomakes signs with his eyes is a cause of trouble, but he whomakes
a man see his errors is a cause of peace. 11The mouth of the upright man is
a fountain of life, but the mouth of the evil-doer is a bitter cup. 12Hate is a
causeofviolentacts, butall errorsarecoveredupby love. 13 In the lipsofhim
who has knowledge wisdom is seen; but a rod is ready for the back of him
who is without sense. 14Knowledge is stored up by the wise, but the mouth
of the foolishman is a destruction which is near. 15The property of theman
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of wealth is his strong town: the poor man's need is his destruction. 16 The
work of the upright gives life: the increase of the evil-doer is a cause of sin.
17Hewho takes note of teaching is away of life, but hewho gives up training
is a cause of error. 18Hate is covered up by the lips of the upright man, but
he who lets out evil about another is foolish. 19Where there is much talk
there will be no end to sin, but he who keeps his mouth shut does wisely.
20 The tongue of the upright man is like tested silver: the heart of the evil-
doer is of little value. 21 The lips of the upright man give food to men, but
the foolish come to death for need of sense. 22The blessing of the Lord gives
wealth: hard work makes it no greater. 23 It is sport to the foolish man to do
evil, but the man of good sense takes delight in wisdom. 24The thing feared
by the evil-doer will come to him, but the upright man will get his desire.
25When the storm-wind is past, the sinner is seen no longer, but the upright
man is safe for ever. 26Like acid drink to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes,
so is the hater of work to those who send him. 27 The fear of the Lord gives
long life, but the years of the evil-doer will be cut short. 28 The hope of the
upright man will give joy, but the waiting of the evil-doer will have its end
in sorrow. 29The way of the Lord is a strong tower for the upright man, but
destruction to the workers of evil. 30The upright man will never be moved,
but evil-doers will not have a safe resting-place in the land. 31Themouth of
the upright man is budding with wisdom, but the twisted tongue will be cut
off. 32 The lips of the upright man have knowledge of what is pleasing, but
twisted are themouths of evil-doers.

11
1 Scales of deceit are hated by the Lord, but a true weight is his delight.

2When pride comes, there comes shame, but wisdom is with the quiet in
spirit. 3The righteousness of the upright will be their guide, but the twisted
waysof the falsewill be theirdestruction. 4Wealth is ofnoprofit in thedayof
wrath, but righteousness keeps a man safe from death. 5The righteousness
of the goodmanwillmakehisway straight, but the sinof the evil-doerwill be
the causeofhis fall. 6The righteousness of theuprightwill be their salvation,
but the false will themselves be taken in their evil designs. 7 At the death
of an upright man his hope does not come to an end, but the hope of the
evil-doer comes to destruction. 8 The upright man is taken out of trouble,
and in his place comes the sinner. 9 With his mouth the evil man sends
destruction on his neighbour; but through knowledge the upright are taken
out of trouble. 10When things go well for the upright man, all the town is
glad; at the death of sinners, there are cries of joy. 11 By the blessing of the
upright man the town is made great, but it is overturned by the mouth of
the evil-doer. 12He who has a poor opinion of his neighbour has no sense,
but a wise man keeps quiet. 13He who goes about talking of others makes
secrets public, but the true-hearted man keeps things covered. 14 When
there is no helping suggestion the people will have a fall, but with a number
of wise guides they will be safe. 15He who makes himself responsible for
a strange man will undergo much loss; but the hater of such undertakings
will be safe. 16 A woman who is full of grace is honoured, but a woman
hating righteousness is a seat of shame: those hating work will undergo
loss, but the strong keep their wealth. 17 The man who has mercy will be
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rewarded, but the cruel man is the cause of trouble to himself. 18The sinner
gets the payment of deceit; but his reward is certain who puts in the seed
of righteousness. 19 So righteousness gives life; but he who goes after evil
gets death for himself. 20The uncontrolled are hated by the Lord, but those
whose ways are without error are his delight 21 Certainly the evil-doer will
not go free from punishment, but the seed of the upright man will be safe.
22 Like a ring of gold in the nose of a pig, is a beautiful woman who has
no sense. 23 The desire of the upright man is only for good, but wrath is
waiting for the evil-doer. 24A man may give freely, and still his wealth will
be increased; and anothermay keep backmore than is right, but only comes
to be in need. 25He who gives blessing will be made fat, but the curser will
himself be cursed. 26Hewho keeps back grain will be cursed by the people;
but a blessing will be on the head of him who lets them have it for a price.
27He who, with all his heart, goes after what is good is searching for grace;
but hewho is looking for troublewill get it. 28Hewhoputs his faith inwealth
will come tonothing; but theuprightmanwill be full of growth like thegreen
leaf. 29The troubler of his house will have thewind for his heritage, and the
foolish will be servant to the wise-hearted. 30The fruit of righteousness is a
tree of life, but violent behaviour takes away souls. 31 If the upright man is
rewarded on earth, howmuchmore the evil-doer and the sinner!

12
1A lover of training is a lover of knowledge; but a hater of teaching is like

a beast. 2A good man has grace in the eyes of the Lord; but the man of evil
designs gets punishment fromhim. 3Nomanwillmakehimself safe through
evil-doing; but the root of upright men will never be moved. 4 A woman
of virtue is a crown to her husband; but she whose behaviour is a cause of
shame is like a wasting disease in his bones. 5The purposes of upright men
are right, but the designs of evil-doers are deceit. 6The words of sinners are
destruction for the upright; but themouth of upright men is their salvation.
7 Evil-doers are overturned and never seen again, but the house of upright
menwill keep its place. 8Amanwill bepraised in themeasureofhiswisdom,
but awrong-mindedmanwill be lookeddownon. 9Hewho is of lowposition
andhas a servant, is better thanonewhohas ahighopinionof himself and is
in need of bread. 10An upright man has thought for the life of his beast, but
the hearts of evil-doers are cruel. 11He who does work on his land will not
be short of bread; but hewho goes after foolishmen is without sense. 12The
resting-place of the sinner will come to destruction, but the root of upright
men is for ever. 13 In the sin of the lips is a net which takes the sinner, but
the uprightmanwill come out of trouble. 14From the fruit of his mouthwill
a man have good food in full measure, and the work of a man's hands will
be rewarded. 15Theway of the foolishman seems right to him? but thewise
mangives ear to suggestions. 16Afoolishman letshis troublebeopenly seen,
but a sharpmankeeps shamesecret. 17Thebreathingoutof truewordsgives
knowledgeof righteousness; but a falsewitness gives out deceit. 18There are
somewhose uncontrolled talk is like the wounds of a sword, but the tongue
of thewisemakes onewell again. 19True lips are certain for ever, but a false
tongue is only for a minute. 20Deceit is in the heart of those whose designs
are evil, but for those purposing peace there is joy. 21No trouble will come
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to upright men, but sinners will be full of evil. 22 False lips are hated by the
Lord, but those whose acts are true are his delight. 23 A sharp man keeps
back his knowledge; but the heart of foolish men makes clear their foolish
thoughts. 24 The hand of the ready worker will have authority, but he who
is slow in his work will be put to forced work. 25 Care in the heart of a man
makes it weighted down, but a goodwordmakes it glad. 26The upright man
is a guide to his neighbour, but the way of evil-doers is a cause of error to
them. 27He who is slow in his work does not go in search of food; but the
ready worker gets much wealth. 28 In the road of righteousness is life, but
the way of the evil-doer goes to death.

13
1A wise son is a lover of teaching, but the ears of the haters of authority

are shut to sharp words. 2Aman will get good from the fruit of his lips, but
thedesire of the false is for violent acts. 3Hewhokeeps awatchonhismouth
keeps his life; but he whose lips are open wide will have destruction. 4 The
hater of work does not get his desires, but the soul of the hard workers will
be made fat. 5The upright man is a hater of false words: the evil-doer gets a
bad name and is put to shame. 6Righteousness keeps safe himwhoseway is
without error, but evil-doers are overturnedby sin. 7Amanmaybe acting as
if he had wealth, but have nothing; another may seem poor, but have great
wealth. 8Amanwill give hiswealth in exchange for his life; but the poorwill
not give ear to sharp words. 9There is a glad dawn for the upright man, but
the lightof the sinnerwill beputout. 10Theonlyeffectofpride isfighting; but
wisdom iswith the quiet in spirit. 11Wealth quickly gotwill become less; but
he who gets a store by the work of his hands will have it increased. 12Hope
put off is a weariness to the heart; but when what is desired comes, it is a
tree of life. 13Hewhomakes sport of the word will come to destruction, but
the respecter of the law will be rewarded. 14 The teaching of the wise is a
fountain of life, turningmen away from the nets of death. 15Wise behaviour
gets approval, but the way of the false is their destruction. 16A sharp man
does everything with knowledge, but a foolish man makes clear his foolish
thoughts. 17Aman taking false news is a cause of trouble, but he who gives
news rightly makes things well. 18Need and shame will be the fate of him
who is uncontrolled by training; but he who takes note of teaching will be
honoured. 19 To get one's desire is sweet to the soul, but to give up evil is
disgusting to the foolish. 20Gowithwisemen and bewise: but hewho keeps
company with the foolish will be broken. 21 Evil will overtake sinners, but
the upright will be rewarded with good. 22 The heritage of the good man
is handed down to his children's children; and the wealth of the sinner is
stored up for the uprightman. 23There ismuch food in the ploughed land of
the poor; but it is taken away by wrongdoing. 24He who keeps back his rod
is unkind to his son: the loving father gives punishment with care. 25 The
upright man has food to the full measure of his desire, but there will be no
food for the stomach of evil-doers.

14
1Wisdom is building her house, but the foolish woman is pulling it down

with her hands. 2He who goes on his way in righteousness has before him
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the fear of the Lord; but he whose ways are twisted gives him no honour.
3 In themouth of the foolishman is a rod for his back, but the lips of thewise
will keep them safe. 4Where there are no oxen, their food-place is clean;
but much increase comes through the strength of the ox. 5 A true witness
does not say what is false, but a false witness is breathing out deceit. 6 The
hater of authority, searching for wisdom, does not get it; but knowledge
comes readily to the open-minded man. 7 Go away from the foolish man,
for you will not see the lips of knowledge. 8 The wisdom of the man of
good sense makes his way clear; but the unwise behaviour of the foolish
is deceit. 9 In the tents of those hating authority there is error, but in the
house of the upright man there is grace. 10No one has knowledge of aman's
grief but himself; and a strange person has no part in his joy. 11 The house
of the sinner will be overturned, but the tent of the upright man will do
well. 12There is a way which seems straight before a man, but its end is the
ways of death. 13 Even while laughing the heart may be sad; and after joy
comes sorrow. 14Hewhose heart is turned awaywill have the reward of his
ways in full measure; but a good man will have the reward of his doings.
15The simple man has faith in every word, but the man of good sense gives
thought to his footsteps. 16 The wise man, fearing, keeps himself from evil;
but the foolish man goes on in his pride, with no thought of danger. 17He
who is quickly angry will do what is foolish, but the man of good sense will
have quiet. 18 Foolish behaviour is the heritage of the simple, but men of
good sense are crowned with knowledge. 19 The knees of the evil are bent
before the good; and sinners go down in the dust at the doors of the upright.
20 The poor man is hated even by his neighbour, but the man of wealth has
numbers of friends. 21He who has no respect for his neighbour is a sinner,
but he who has pity for the poor is happy. 22Will not the designers of evil
come into error? But mercy and good faith are for the designers of good.
23 In all hard work there is profit, but talk only makes a man poor. 24 Their
wisdom is a crown to thewise, but their foolish behaviour is round the head
of the unwise. 25A true witness is the saviour of lives; but he who says false
things is a cause of deceit. 26 For him in whose heart is the fear of the Lord
there is strong hope: and his children will have a safe place. 27 The fear of
the Lord is a fountain of life, by which one may be turned from the nets of
death. 28Aking's glory is in the number of his people: and for need of people
a rulermay come todestruction. 29Hewho is slow tobeangryhas great good
sense; but hewhose spirit is over-quick gives support to what is foolish. 30A
quiet mind is the life of the body, but envy is a disease in the bones. 31He
who is hard on the poor puts shame on his Maker; but he who hasmercy on
those who are in need gives him honour. 32 The sinner is overturned in his
evil-doing, but the upright man has hope in his righteousness. 33Wisdom
has her resting-place in the mind of the wise, but she is not seen among the
foolish. 34By righteousness a nation is lifted up, but sin is a cause of shame
to the peoples. 35The king has pleasure in a servantwho doeswisely, but his
wrath is against himwho is a cause of shame.

15
1 By a soft answer wrath is turned away, but a bitter word is a cause of

angry feelings. 2 Knowledge is dropping from the tongue of the wise; but
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from the mouth of the foolish comes a stream of foolish words. 3 The eyes
of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. 4A
comforting tongue is a tree of life, but a twisted tongue is a crushing of the
spirit. 5A foolish man puts no value on his father's training; but he who has
respect for teaching has good sense. 6 In the house of the upright man there
is a great store of wealth; but in the profits of the sinner there is trouble.
7The lips of the wise keep knowledge, but the heart of the foolishman is not
right. 8The offering of the evil-doer is disgusting to the Lord, but the prayer
of the upright man is his delight. 9 The way of the evil-doer is disgusting to
the Lord, but he who goes after righteousness is dear to him. 10 There is
bitter punishment for him who is turned from the way; and death will be
the fate of the hater of teaching. 11Before the Lord are the underworld and
destruction: howmuchmore, then, the hearts of the children ofmen! 12The
hater of authority has no love for teaching: he will not go to the wise. 13A
glad heart makes a shining face, but by the sorrow of the heart the spirit is
broken. 14The heart of the man of good sense goes in search of knowledge,
but foolish things are the food of the unwise. 15All the days of the troubled
are evil; but he whose heart is glad has an unending feast. 16Better is a little
with the fear of the Lord, than great wealth together with trouble. 17Better
is a simple meal where love is, than a fat ox and hate with it. 18 An angry
manmakes men come to blows, but he who is slow to get angry puts an end
to fighting. 19Thorns are round theway of the hater of work; but the road of
the hard worker becomes a highway. 20A wise son makes a glad father, but
a foolish man has no respect for his mother. 21 Foolish behaviour is joy to
the unwise; but aman of good sensemakes his way straight. 22Where there
are nowise suggestions, purposes come to nothing; but by a number of wise
guides they are made certain. 23A man has joy in the answer of his mouth:
and aword at the right time, howgood it is! 24Actingwisely is theway of life,
guiding aman away from the underworld. 25The house of theman of pride
will beuprootedby theLord, buthewillmake safe theheritageof thewidow.
26Evil designs are disgusting to the Lord, but thewords of the clean-hearted
are pleasing. 27He whose desires are fixed on profit is a cause of trouble to
his family; but he who has no desire for offerings will have life. 28The heart
of the upright gives thought to his answer; but from the mouth of the evil-
doer comes a stream of evil things. 29 The Lord is far from sinners, but his
ear is open to the prayer of the upright. 30The light of the eyes is a joy to the
heart, and good news makes the bones fat. 31The man whose ear is open to
the teaching of life will have his place among the wise. 32He who will not
be controlled by training has no respect for his soul, but he who gives ear to
teaching will get wisdom. 33The fear of the Lord is the teaching of wisdom;
and a low opinion of oneself goes before honour.

16
1 The designs of the heart are man's, but the answer of the tongue comes

from the Lord. 2 All a man's ways are clean to himself; but the Lord puts
men's spirits into his scales. 3 Put your works into the hands of the Lord,
and your purposes will be made certain. 4 The Lord has made everything
for his purpose, even the sinner for the day of evil. 5 Everyone who has
pride in his heart is disgusting to the Lord: hewill certainly not go free from
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punishment. 6 By mercy and good faith evil-doing is taken away: and by
the fear of the Lord men are turned away from evil. 7When a man's ways
are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his haters be at peace with him.
8 Better is a little with righteousness, than great wealth with wrongdoing.
9Amanmaymake designs for his way, but the Lord is the guide of his steps.
10Decision is in the lips of the king: his mouth will not go wrong in judging.
11Truemeasures and scales are the Lord's: all the weights of the bag are his
work. 12Evil-doing is disgusting to kings: for the seat of the ruler is based on
righteousness. 13Lips of righteousness are the delight of kings; and he who
sayswhat is upright is dear to him. 14Thewrath of the king is like thosewho
give news of death, but awisemanwill put peace in place of it. 15 In the light
of the king's face there is life; and his approval is like a cloud of spring rain.
16How much better it is to get wisdom than gold! and to get knowledge is
more to be desired than silver. 17The highway of the upright is to be turned
away from evil: hewho takes care of hiswaywill keep his soul. 18Pride goes
beforedestruction, andastiff spirit beforea fall. 19Better it is tohaveagentle
spirit with the poor, than to take part in the rewards of war with men of
pride. 20Hewhogivesattention to the lawof rightwill get good; andwhoever
puts his faith in the Lord is happy. 21 The wise-hearted will be named men
of good sense: and by pleasing words learning is increased. 22Wisdom is a
fountain of life to him who has it; but the punishment of the foolish is their
foolish behaviour. 23 The heart of the wise man is the teacher of his mouth,
and gives increased learning to his lips. 24 Pleasing words are like honey,
sweet to the soul and new life to the bones. 25 There is a way which seems
straight before a man, but its end is the ways of death. 26 The desire of the
workingman is working for him, for his need of food is driving him on. 27A
good-for-nothing man is a designer of evil, and in his lips there is a burning
fire. 28Aman of twisted purposes is a cause of fighting everywhere: and he
who says evil secretlymakes trouble between friends. 29A violentman puts
desire of evil into his neighbour's mind, and makes him go in a way which
is not good. 30He whose eyes are shut is a man of twisted purposes, and he
who keeps his lips shut tight makes evil come about. 31 The grey head is a
crown of glory, if it is seen in the way of righteousness. 32He who is slow to
be angry is better than a man of war, and he who has control over his spirit
than he who takes a town. 33A thing may be put to the decision of chance,
but it comes about through the Lord.

17
1 Better a bit of dry bread in peace, than a house full of feasting and

violent behaviour. 2 A servant who does wisely will have rule over a son
causing shame, andwill have his part in the heritage among brothers. 3The
heating-pot is for silver and the oven-fire for gold, but the Lord is the tester
of hearts. 4 A wrongdoer gives attention to evil lips, and a man of deceit
gives ear to a damaging tongue. 5 Whoever makes sport of the poor puts
shame on his Maker; and he who is glad because of trouble will not go free
from punishment. 6 Children's children are the crown of old men, and the
glory of children is their fathers. 7Fair words are not to be looked for from a
foolishman, much less are false lips in a ruler. 8An offering of money is like
a stoneof great price in the eyes ofhimwhohas it: whereverhegoes, hedoes
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well. 9He who keeps a sin covered is looking for love; but he who keeps on
talking of a thing makes division between friends. 10Aword of protest goes
deeper into one who has sense than a hundred blows into a foolish man.
11 An uncontrolled man is only looking for trouble, so a cruel servant will
be sent against him. 12 It is better to come face to face with a bear whose
young ones have been taken away than with a foolish man acting foolishly.
13 If anyone gives back evil for good, evil will never go away from his house.
14 The start of fighting is like the letting out of water: so give up before it
comes toblows. 15Hewhogives adecision for the evil-doer andhewhogives
a decision against the upright, are equally disgusting to the Lord. 16 How
will money in the hand of the foolish get himwisdom, seeing that he has no
sense? 17 A friend is loving at all times, and becomes a brother in times of
trouble. 18Amanwithout sense gives his hand in an agreement, andmakes
himself responsible before his neighbour. 19 The lover of fighting is a lover
of sin: hewhomakes high his doorway is looking for destruction. 20Nothing
good comes to himwhose heart is fixed on evil purposes: and hewho has an
evil tongue will come to trouble. 21He who has an unwise son gets sorrow
for himself, and the father of a foolish son has no joy. 22A glad heartmakes a
healthy body, but a crushed spirit makes the bones dry. 23A sinner takes an
offering out of his robe, to get a decision for himself in a cause. 24Wisdom is
before the face of him who has sense; but the eyes of the foolish are on the
ends of the earth. 25 A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitter pain to
her who gave him birth. 26To give punishment to the upright is not good, or
to give blows to the noble for their righteousness. 27Hewho has knowledge
says little: and he who has a calm spirit is a man of good sense. 28 Even the
foolishman, when he keeps quiet, is taken to bewise: when his lips are shut
he is credited with good sense.

18
1He who keeps himself separate for his private purpose goes against all

good sense. 2 A foolish man has no pleasure in good sense, but only to let
what is in his heart come to light. 3When the evil-doer comes, a low opinion
comes with him, andwith the loss of honour comes shame. 4Thewords of a
man's mouth are like deep waters: the fountain of wisdom is like a flowing
stream. 5 To have respect for the person of the evil-doer is not good, or to
give a wrong decision against the upright. 6A foolish man's lips are a cause
of fighting, andhismouthmakes himopen to blows. 7Themouth of a foolish
man is his destruction, and his lips are a net for his soul. 8The words of one
who says evil of his neighbour secretly are like sweet food, and go down into
the inner parts of the stomach. 9He who does not give his mind to his work
is brother to himwhomakes destruction. 10The name of the Lord is a strong
tower: the upright man running into it is safe. 11 The property of a man of
wealth is his strong town, and it is as a highwall in the thoughts of his heart.
12Beforedestruction theheartofman is full ofpride, andbeforehonourgoes
a gentle spirit. 13 To give an answer before hearing is a foolish thing and a
cause of shame. 14The spirit of a man will be his support when he is ill; but
howmay a broken spirit be lifted up? 15The heart of the man of good sense
gets knowledge; the ear of the wise is searching for knowledge. 16A man's
offeringmakes roomforhim, lettinghimcomebefore greatmen. 17Theman
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who first puts his cause before the judge seems to be in the right; but then
his neighbour comes and puts his cause in its true light. 18 The decision of
chance puts an end to argument, parting the strong. 19A brother wounded
is like a strong town, and violent acts are like a locked tower. 20With the fruit
of a man's mouth his stomach will be full; the produce of his lips will be his
in full measure. 21Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and those
to whom it is dear will have its fruit for their food. 22Whoever gets a wife
gets a good thing, and has the approval of the Lord. 23The poor manmakes
requests for grace, but the man of wealth gives a rough answer. 24 There
are friends who may be a man's destruction, but there is a lover who keeps
nearer than a brother.

19
1Better is the poor man whose ways are upright, than the man of wealth

whose ways are twisted. 2 Further, without knowledge desire is not good;
and he who is over-quick in acting goes out of the right way. 3 By his
foolish behaviour a man's ways are turned upside down, and his heart is
bitter against the Lord. 4Wealth makes a great number of friends; but the
poor man is parted from his friend. 5 A false witness will not go without
punishment, and the breather out of deceit will not go free. 6Great numbers
will make attempts to get the approval of a ruler: and every man is the
special friend of him who has something to give. 7 All the brothers of the
poor man are against him: howmuch more do his friends go far from him!
... 8He who gets wisdom has love for his soul: he who keeps good sense will
get what is truly good. 9A falsewitness will not gowithout punishment, and
the breather out of deceit will be cut off. 10Material comfort is not good for
the foolish; much less for a servant to be put over rulers. 11 A man's good
sense makes him slow to wrath, and the overlooking of wrongdoing is his
glory. 12 The king's wrath is like the loud cry of a lion, but his approval is
like dewon the grass. 13A foolish son is the destruction of his father; and the
bitter arguments of awife are likedrops of rain fallingwithout end. 14House
andwealthareaheritage fromfathers, butawifewithgoodsense is fromthe
Lord. 15Hateofwork sendsdeep sleeponaman: andhewhohasno industry
will gowithout food. 16Hewhokeeps the lawkeepshis soul; butdeathwill be
the fate of himwho takes no note of theword. 17Hewhohas pity on the poor
gives to the Lord, and the Lord will give him his reward. 18 Give your son
training while there is hope; let not your heart be purposing his death. 19A
manof greatwrathwill have to takehis punishment: for if youget himout of
trouble youwill have to do it again. 20Let your ear be open to suggestion and
take teaching, so that at the end you may be wise. 21A man's heart may be
full of designs, but the purpose of the Lord is unchanging. 22The ornament
of a man is his mercy, and a poor man is better than one who is false. 23The
fearof theLordgives life: andhewhohas itwill haveneedofnothing; noevil
will comehisway. 24Thehaterofworkputshishanddeep into thebasin, and
will not even take it to his mouth again. 25When blows overtake the man of
pride, the simplewill get sense; say sharpwords to thewise, and knowledge
will be made clear to him. 26He who is violent to his father, driving away
his mother, is a son causing shame and a bad name. 27A son who no longer
gives attention to teaching is turnedaway from thewords of knowledge. 28A
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good-for-nothingwitnessmakes sport of the judge's decision: and themouth
of evil-doers sends out evil like a stream. 29Rods are being made ready for
theman of pride, and blows for the back of the foolish.

20
1Wine makes men foolish, and strong drink makes men come to blows;

and whoever comes into error through these is not wise. 2 The wrath of
a king is like the loud cry of a lion: he who makes him angry does wrong
against himself. 3 It is an honour for a man to keep from fighting, but the
foolish are ever atwar. 4Thehater ofworkwill not do his ploughing because
of the winter; so at the time of grain-cutting he will be requesting food and
will get nothing. 5 The purpose in the heart of a man is like deep water, but
a man of good sense will get it out. 6Most men make no secret of their kind
acts: but where is a man of good faith to be seen? 7An upright man goes on
in his righteousness: happy are his children after him! 8Aking on the seat of
judging puts to flight all evil with his eyes. 9Who is able to say, I have made
my heart clean, I am free from my sin? 10 Unequal weights and unequal
measures, they are all disgusting to the Lord. 11Even a child may be judged
by his doings, if his work is free from sin and if it is right. 12The hearing ear
and the seeing eye are equally the Lord's work. 13Do not be a lover of sleep,
or you will become poor: keep your eyes open, and you will have bread
enough. 14Apoor thing, a poor thing, says hewho is givingmoney for goods:
but when he has gone on his way, then he makes clear his pride in what he
has got. 15There is gold and a store of corals: but the lips of knowledge are a
jewel of great price. 16Take aman's clothing if hemakes himself responsible
for a strangeman, and get an undertaking from himwho gives his word for
strange men. 17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but after, his mouth will
be full of sand. 18Every purpose is put into effect by wise help: and by wise
guiding make war. 19He who goes about talking of the business of others
gives away secrets: sohavenothing todowithhimwhose lips areopenwide.
20 If anyone puts a curse on his father or his mother, his light will be put out
in the blackest night. 21 A heritage may be got quickly at first, but the end
of it will not be a blessing. 22Do not say, I will give punishment for evil: go
on waiting for the Lord, and he will be your saviour. 23Unequal weights are
disgusting to the Lord, and false scales are not good. 24Aman's steps are of
the Lord; how thenmay a man have knowledge of his way? 25 It is a danger
to a man to say without thought, It is holy, and, after taking his oaths, to be
questioning if it is necessary to keep them. 26 A wise king puts evil-doers
to flight, and makes their evil-doing come back on them. 27 The Lord keeps
watch over the spirit of man, searching all the deepest parts of the body.
28Mercy and good faith keep the king safe, and the seat of his power is based
on upright acts. 29The glory of youngmen is their strength, and the honour
of oldmen is their grey hairs. 30By thewounds of the rod evil is taken away,
and blowsmake clean the deepest parts of the body.

21
1 The king's heart in the hands of the Lord is like the water streams, and

by him it is turned in any direction at his pleasure. 2 Every way of a man
seems right to himself, but the Lord is the tester of hearts. 3 To do what is
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right and true is more pleasing to the Lord than an offering. 4 A high look
and a heart of pride, ***of the evil-doer is sin. 5 The purposes of the man
of industry have their outcome only in wealth; but one who is over-quick
in acting will only come to be in need. 6He who gets stores of wealth by a
false tongue, is going afterwhat is only breath, and searching for death. 7By
their violent acts the evil-doers will be pulled away, because they have no
desire to do what is right. 8 Twisted is the way of him who is full of crime;
but as for him whose heart is clean, his work is upright. 9 It is better to be
living in an angle of the house-top, than with a bitter-tongued woman in a
wide house. 10 The desire of the evil-doer is fixed on evil: he has no kind
feeling for his neighbour. 11When theman of pride undergoes punishment,
the simple man gets wisdom; and by watching the wise he gets knowledge.
12 The Upright One, looking on the house of the evil-doer, lets sinners be
overturned to their destruction. 13He whose ears are stopped at the cry of
the poor, will himself get no answer to his cry for help. 14By a secret offering
wrath is turned away, and the heat of angry feelings by money in the folds
of the robe. 15 It is a joy to the good man to do right, but it is destruction to
the workers of evil. 16 The wanderer from the way of knowledge will have
his resting-place among the shades. 17 The lover of pleasure will be a poor
man: the lover of wine and oil will not get wealth. 18 The evil-doer will be
given as a price for the life of the good man, and the worker of deceit in the
place of the upright. 19 It is better to be living in a waste land, than with a
bitter-tongued and angry woman. 20 There is a store of great value in the
house of the wise, but it is wasted by the foolish man. 21He who goes after
righteousness and mercy will get life, righteousness, and honour. 22A wise
man goes up into the town of the strong ones, and overcomes its strength in
which they put their faith. 23He who keeps watch over his mouth and his
tongue keeps his soul from troubles. 24Theman of pride, lifted up in soul, is
named high-hearted; he is acting in an outburst of pride. 25The desire of the
hater of work is death to him, for his hands will do no work. 26All the day
the sinner goes after his desire: but the upright man gives freely, keeping
nothing back. 27 The offering of evil-doers is disgusting: how much more
when they give it with an evil purpose! 28A false witness will be cut off, ...
29The evil-doermakes his face hard, but as for the upright, he gives thought
to his way. 30Wisdom and knowledge and wise suggestions are of no use
against the Lord. 31The horse ismade ready for the day of war, but power to
overcome is from the Lord.

22
1Agoodname ismore to be desired than greatwealth, and to be respected

is better than silver and gold. 2 The man of wealth and the poor man come
face to face: the Lord is the maker of them all. 3 The sharp man sees the
evil and takes cover: the simple go straight on and get into trouble. 4 The
reward of a gentle spirit and the fear of the Lord is wealth and honour and
life. 5 Thorns and nets are in the way of the twisted: he who keeps watch
over his soul will be far from them. 6 If a child is trained up in the right way,
evenwhen he is old he will not be turned away from it. 7Theman of wealth
has rule over the poor, and he who gets into debt is a servant to his creditor.
8 By planting the seed of evil a man will get in the grain of sorrow, and the
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rod of his wrath will be broken. 9Hewho is kind will have a blessing, for he
gives of his bread to the poor. 10 Send away the man of pride, and argument
will go out; truly fighting and shamewill come to an end. 11Hewhose heart
is clean is dear to the Lord; for the grace of his lips the kingwill be his friend.
12The eyes of the Lord keep knowledge, but by him the acts of the falseman
will be overturned. 13Thehater ofwork says, There is a lionoutside: Iwill be
put to death in the streets. 14Themouth of strangewomen is a deep hole: he
with whom the Lord is angry will go down into it. 15Foolish ways are deep-
seated in the heart of a child, but the rod of punishment will send them far
from him. 16He who is cruel to the poor for the purpose of increasing his
profit, and he who gives to the man of wealth, will only come to be in need.
17Let your ear be bent down for hearing my words, and let your heart give
thought to knowledge. 18 For it is a delight to keep them in your heart, to
have them ready on your lips. 19So that your faithmay be in the Lord, I have
made them clear to you this day, even to you. 20Have I not put in writing
for you thirty sayings, withwise suggestions and knowledge, 21Tomake you
see how certain are true words, so that youmay give a true answer to those
who put questions to you? 22Do not take away the property of the poorman
because he is poor, or be cruel to the crushed ones when they come before
the judge: 23For the Lordwill give support to their cause, and take the life of
those who take their goods. 24Do not be friends with a man who is given to
wrath; do not go in the company of an angryman: 25For fear of learning his
ways and making a net ready for your soul. 26Be not one of those who give
their hands in an agreement, or of those whomake themselves responsible
for debts: 27 If you have nothing with which to make payment, he will take
away your bed fromunder you. 28Let not the old landmark bemovedwhich
your fathers have put in place. 29Have you seen a man who is expert in his
business? hewill takehis place before kings; his placewill not be among low
persons.

23
1When you take your seat at the feast with a ruler, give thought with care

to what is before you; 2And put a knife to your throat, if you have a strong
desire for food. 3Have no desire for his delicate food, for it is the bread of
deceit. 4 Take no care to get wealth; let there be an end to your desire for
money. 5 Are your eyes lifted up to it? it is gone: for wealth takes to itself
wings, like an eagle in flight up to heaven. 6 Do not take the food of him
who has an evil eye, or have any desire for his delicate meat: 7 For as the
thoughts of his heart are, so is he: Take foodanddrink, he says to you; but his
heart is not with you. 8 The food which you have taken will come up again,
and your pleasing words will be wasted. 9 Say nothing in the hearing of a
foolish man, for he will put no value on the wisdom of your words. 10 Do
not let the landmark of the widow be moved, and do not go into the fields
of those who have no father; 11 For their saviour is strong, and he will take
up their cause against you. 12Give your heart to teaching, and your ears to
the words of knowledge. 13 Do not keep back training from the child: for
even if you give him blows with the rod, it will not be death to him. 14Give
him blows with the rod, and keep his soul safe from the underworld. 15My
son, if your heart becomes wise, I, even I, will be glad in heart; 16 And my
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thoughts in me will be full of joy when your lips say right things. 17Have no
envy of sinners in your heart, but keep in the fear of the Lord all through
the day; 18For without doubt there is a future, and your hopewill not be cut
off. 19 Give ear, my son, and be wise, guiding your heart in the right way.
20Do not be among those who give themselves to wine-drinking, or among
those whomake themselves full with meat: 21For those who take delight in
drink and feasting will come to be in need; and through love of sleep a man
will be poorly clothed. 22Give ear to your father whose child you are, and
do not keep honour from your mother when she is old. 23 Get for yourself
that which is true, and do not let it go for money; get wisdom and teaching
and good sense. 24 The father of the upright man will be glad, and he who
has a wise child will have joy because of him. 25 Let your father and your
mother be glad, let her who gave you birth have joy. 26My son, giveme your
heart, and let your eyes take delight in my ways. 27 For a loose woman is
a deep hollow, and a strange woman is a narrow water-hole. 28 Yes, she is
waiting secretly likeabeast for its food, anddeceit byher is increasedamong
men. 29Who says, Oh! who says, Ah! who has violent arguments, who has
grief, who has wounds without cause, whose eyes are dark? 30 Those who
are seated late over the wine: those who go looking for mixed wine. 31Keep
your eyes from looking on the wine when it is red, when its colour is bright
in the cup, when it goes smoothly down: 32 In the end, its bite is like that of
a snake, its wound like the wound of a poison-snake. 33 Your eyes will see
strange things, and you will say twisted things. 34 Yes, you will be like him
who takes his rest on the sea, or on the top of a sail-support. 35 They have
overcomeme, you will say, and I have no pain; they gave me blows without
my feeling them: whenwill I be awake frommywine? Iwill go after it again.

24
1 Have no envy for evil men, or any desire to be with them: 2 For the

purposes of their hearts are destruction, and their lips are talking of trouble.
3Thebuilding of ahouse is bywisdom, andby reason it ismade strong: 4And
by knowledge its rooms are full of all dear and pleasing things. 5Awiseman
is strong; and a man of knowledge makes strength greater. 6 For by wise
guiding you will overcome in war: and in a number of wise guides there is
salvation. 7Wisdom is outside the power of the foolish: he keeps his mouth
shut in the public place. 8He whose purposes are bad will be named a man
of evil designs. 9The purpose of the foolish is sin: and the hater of authority
is disgusting to others. 10 If you give way in the day of trouble, your strength
is small. 11 Be the saviour of those who are given up to death, and do not
keep back help from thosewho are slipping to destruction. 12 If you say, See,
we had no knowledge of this: does not the tester of hearts give thought to it?
and hewho keeps your soul, has he no knowledge of it? andwill he not give
to every man the reward of his work? 13My son, take honey, for it is good;
and the flowing honey, which is sweet to your taste: 14 So let your desire be
for wisdom: if you have it, there will be a future, and your hope will not
be cut off. 15 Do not keep a secret watch, O evil-doer, against the fields of
the upright man, or send destruction on his resting-place: 16 For an upright
man, after falling seven times, will get up again: but trouble is the downfall
of the evil. 17Do not be glad at the fall of your hater, and let not your heart
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have joy at his downfall: 18 For fear that the Lord may see it, and it may be
evil in his eyes, and his wrath may be turned away from him. 19Do not be
troubled because of evil-doers, or have envy of sinners: 20 For there will be
no future for the evilman; the light of sinnerswill be put out. 21Myson, go in
fear of the Lord and the king: have nothing to dowith those who are in high
positions: 22For their downfallwill come suddenly; andwhohas knowledge
of the destruction of those in high positions? 23 These are more sayings of
the wise: To have respect for a person's position when judging is not good.
24He who says to the evil-doer, You are upright, will be cursed by peoples
and hated by nations. 25 But those who say sharp words to him will have
delight, and a blessing of good will come on them. 26He gives a kiss with his
lips who gives a right answer. 27 Put your work in order outside, and make
it ready in the field; and after that, see to the building of your house. 28Do
not be a violent witness against your neighbour, or let your lips say what is
false. 29 Say not, I will do to him as he has done to me; I will give the man
the reward of his work. 30 I went by the field of the hater of work, and by
the vine-garden of the man without sense; 31 And it was all full of thorns,
and coveredwithwaste plants, and its stonewall was broken down. 32Then
looking at it, I gave thought: I saw, and I got teaching from it. 33A little sleep,
a little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep: 34 So loss will come on you
like an outlaw, and your need like an armedman.

25
1 These are more wise sayings of Solomon, copied out by the men of

Hezekiah, king of Judah. 2 It is the glory of God to keep a thing secret: but
the glory of kings is to have it searched out. 3 The heaven is high and the
earth is deep, and the hearts of kings may not be searched out. 4Take away
thewaste from silver, and a vesselwill come out for the silver-worker. 5Take
away evil-doers frombefore the king, and the seat of his powerwill bemade
strong in righteousness. 6Do not take glory for yourself before the king, and
do not put yourself in the place of the great: 7 For it is better to have it said
to you, Come up here; than for you to be put down in a lower place before
the ruler. 8Do not be quick to go to law about what you have seen, for what
will you do in the end, when your neighbour has put you to shame? 9Have
a talk with your neighbour himself about your cause, but do not give away
the secret of another: 10Or your hearermay say evil of you, and your shame
will not be turned away. 11A word at the right time is like apples of gold in
a network of silver. 12 Like a nose-ring of gold and an ornament of the best
gold, is a wise man who says sharp words to an ear ready to give attention.
13As the cold of snow in the time of grain-cutting, so is a true servant to those
who sendhim; for he gives new life to the soul of hismaster. 14As clouds and
windwithout rain, so is onewho takes credit for anofferinghehasnot given.
15A judge is moved by one who for a long time undergoes wrongs without
protest, and by a soft tongue even bone is broken. 16 If you have honey, take
only as much as is enough for you; for fear that, being full of it, youmay not
beable tokeep itdown. 17Letnotyour footbe frequently inyourneighbour's
house, or he may get tired of you, and his feeling be turned to hate. 18One
who gives false witness against his neighbour is a hammer and a sword and
a sharp arrow. 19 Putting one's faith in a false man in time of trouble is like
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a broken tooth and a shaking foot. 20Like one who takes off clothing in cold
weather and like acid on a wound, is he who makes melody to a sad heart.
21 If yourhater is inneedof food, givehimbread; and if he is inneedof drink,
give himwater: 22For so you will put coals of fire on his head, and the Lord
will give you your reward. 23As the north wind gives birth to rain, so is an
angry face caused by a tongue saying evil secretly. 24 It is better to be living
in an angle of the house-top, than with a bitter-tongued woman in a wide
house. 25 As cold water to a tired soul, so is good news from a far country.
26Like a troubled fountain and a dirty spring, is an upright man who has to
giveway before evil-doers. 27 It is not good to takemuch honey: so hewho is
not looking for honour will be honoured. 28Hewhose spirit is uncontrolled
is like an unwalled townwhich has been broken into.

26
1 Like snow in summer and rain when the grain is being cut, so honour

is not natural for the foolish. 2 As the sparrow in her wandering and the
swallow inherflight, so thecursedoesnot comewithoutacause. 3Awhip for
the horse, a mouth-bit for the ass, and a rod for the back of the foolish. 4Do
not give to the foolish man a foolish answer, or you will be like him. 5Give
a foolish man a foolish answer, or he will seem wise to himself. 6He who
sends news by the hand of a foolish man is cutting off his feet and drinking
in damage. 7The legs of onewhohas nopower ofwalking are hanging loose;
so is a wise saying in the mouth of the foolish. 8Giving honour to a foolish
man is like attempting to keep a stone fixed in a cord. 9 Like a thorn which
goes up into the hand of aman overcome by drink, so is a wise saying in the
mouthof a foolishman. 10Like anarcherwounding allwhogoby, is a foolish
man overcome by drink. 11 Like a dog going back to the food which he has
not been able to keep down, is the foolish man doing his foolish acts over
again. 12Have you seen a man who seems to himself to be wise? There is
more hope for the foolish than for him. 13The hater of work says, There is a
lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. 14A door is turned on its pillar, and
the hater of work on his bed. 15 The hater of work puts his hand deep into
the basin: lifting it again to his mouth is a weariness to him. 16The hater of
work seems to himselfwiser than sevenmenwhoare able to give an answer
with good sense. 17Hewho getsmixedup in afightwhich is not his business,
is like one who takes a dog by the ears while it is going by. 18As one who is
off his head sends about flaming sticks and arrows of death, 19So is theman
who gets the better of his neighbour by deceit, and says, Am I not doing so
in sport? 20Without wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no secret
talk, argument is ended. 21Like breath on coals and wood on fire, so a man
given to argument gets a fight started. 22 The words of one who says evil of
his neighbour secretly are like sweet food, they go down into the inner parts
of the stomach. 23 Smooth lips and an evil heart are like a vessel of earth
plated with silver waste. 24With his lips the hater makes things seem what
they are not, but deceit is stored up inside him; 25When he says fair words,
have no belief in him; for in his heart are seven evils: 26 Though his hate
is covered with deceit, his sin will be seen openly before the meeting of the
people. 27He who makes a hole in the earth will himself go falling into it:
and on him by whom a stone is rolled the stone will come back again. 28A
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false tongue has hate for those who have clean hearts, and a smooth mouth
is a cause of falling.

27
1Donotmake anoise about tomorrow, for you arenot certainwhat a day's

outcome may be. 2 Let another man give you praise, and not your mouth;
one who is strange to you, and not your lips. 3A stone has great weight, and
sand is crushing; but thewrath of the foolish is of greaterweight than these.
4Wrath is cruel, and angry feeling an overflowing stream; but who does not
give way before envy? 5 Better is open protest than love kept secret. 6 The
wounds of a friend are given in good faith, but the kisses of a hater are false.
7 The full man has no use for honey, but to the man in need of food every
bitter thing is sweet. 8 Like a bird wandering from the place of her eggs is
a man wandering from his station. 9Oil and perfume make glad the heart,
and thewise suggestion of a friend is sweet to the soul. 10Donot give up your
friend and your father's friend; and do not go into your brother's house in
the day of your trouble: better is a neighbour who is near than a brother
far off. 11My son, be wise and make my heart glad, so that I may give back
an answer to him who puts me to shame. 12 The sharp man sees the evil
and takes cover: the simple go straight on and get into trouble. 13 Take a
man's clothing if hemakes himself responsible for a strangeman, and get an
undertaking from himwho gives his word for strangemen. 14Hewho gives
ablessing tohis friendwitha loudvoice, gettingupearly in themorning,will
have it put to his account as a curse. 15Like an unending dropping on a day
of rain is a bitter-tongued woman. 16He who keeps secret the secret of his
friend, will get himself a name for good faith. 17 Ironmakes iron sharp; so a
man makes sharp his friend. 18Whoever keeps a fig-tree will have its fruit;
and the servantwaiting on hismasterwill be honoured. 19Like face looking
at face in water, so are the hearts of men to one another. 20The underworld
and Abaddon are never full, and the eyes of man have never enough. 21The
heating-pot is for silver and the oven-fire for gold, and a man is measured
by what he is praised for. 22Even if a foolishman is crushed with a hammer
in a vessel among crushed grain, still his foolish ways will not go from him.
23 Take care to have knowledge about the condition of your flocks, looking
well after your herds; 24 For wealth is not for ever, and money does not go
on for all generations. 25 The grass comes up and the young grass is seen,
and the mountain plants are got in. 26 The lambs are for your clothing, and
the he-goatsmake the value of a field: 27Therewill be goats'milk enough for
your food, and for the support of your servant-girls.

28
1 The evil man goes running away when no man is after him, but the

upright are without fear, like the lion. 2 Because of the sin of the land, its
troubles are increased; but by a man of wisdom and knowledge they will
be put out like a fire. 3 A man of wealth who is cruel to the poor is like a
violent rain causing destruction of food. 4Thosewhohave no respect for the
law give praise to the evil-doer; but such as keep the law are against him.
5 Evil men have no knowledge of what is right; but those who go after the
Lord have knowledge of all things. 6Better is the poor man whose ways are
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upright, than themanofwealthwhoseways arenot straight. 7Hewhokeeps
the law is a wise son, but he who keeps company with feasters puts shame
onhis father. 8Hewhomakes hiswealth greater by taking interest, only gets
it together for him who has pity on the poor. 9As for the man whose ear is
turned away from hearing the law, even his prayer is disgusting. 10Anyone
causing the upright to go wandering in an evil way, will himself go down
into the hole he has made; but the upright will have good things for their
heritage. 11Themanofwealth seems to himself to bewise, but the poorman
who has sense has a low opinion of him. 12When the upright do well, there
is great glory; but when evil-doers are lifted up, men do not let themselves
be seen. 13Hewho keeps his sins secret will not dowell; but onewho is open
about them, and gives themup, will getmercy. 14Happy is theman inwhom
is the fear of the Lord at all times; but he whose heart is hard will come into
trouble. 15Like a loud-voiced lion and awandering bear, is an evil ruler over
apoorpeople. 16Theprincewhohasno sense is a cruel ruler; but hewhohas
no desire to get profit for himself will have long life. 17One who has been
the cause of a man's death will go in flight to the underworld: let no man
give him help. 18Hewhose ways are upright will be safe, but suddenwill be
the fall of him whose ways are twisted. 19By ploughing his land a man will
have bread in full measure; but hewho goes after good-for-nothing persons
will be poor enough. 20Aman of good faith will have great blessing, but one
attempting to getwealthquicklywill not go free frompunishment. 21 It is not
good to have respect for a man's position: for a man will do wrong for a bit
of bread. 22He who is ever desiring wealth goes running after money, and
does not see that need will come on him. 23He who says words of protest
to a man will later have more approval than one who says smooth words
with his tongue. 24Hewho takes fromhis father or hismotherwhat is theirs
by right, and says, It is no sin; is the same as a taker of life. 25Hewho is ever
desiring profit is a cause of fighting; but hewhoputs his faith in theLordwill
be made fat. 26Hewhose faith is in himself is foolish; but everyone walking
wisely will be kept safe. 27He who gives to the poor will never be in need,
but great curseswill be onhimwho gives no attention to them. 28When evil-
doers are lifted up, men take cover; but when destruction overtakes them,
the upright are increased.

29
1Aman hating sharp words and making his heart hard, will suddenly be

broken and will not be made well again. 2When the upright have power,
the people are glad; when an evil man is ruler, grief comes on the people.
3A man who is a lover of wisdom is a joy to his father: but he who goes in
the company of loose women is a waster of wealth. 4 A king, by right rule,
makes the land safe; but one full of desires makes it a waste. 5A man who
says smooth things to his neighbour is stretching out a net for his steps. 6 In
the steps of an evilman there is a net for him, but the uprightman gets away
quickly and is glad. 7 The upright man gives attention to the cause of the
poor: the evil-doer gives no thought to it. 8Men of pride are the cause of
violent acts in a town, but bywisemenwrath is turned away. 9 If awiseman
goes to law with a foolish man, he may be angry or laughing, but there will
be no rest. 10Men of blood are haters of the good man, and evil-doers go
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after his soul. 11A foolish man lets out all his wrath, but a wise man keeps
it back quietly. 12 If a ruler gives attention to false words, all his servants
are evil-doers. 13The poor man and his creditor come face to face: the Lord
gives light to their eyes equally. 14The king who is a true judge in the cause
of the poor,will be safe for ever on the seat of his power. 15The rodand sharp
words give wisdom: but a child who is not guided is a cause of shame to his
mother. 16When evil men are in power, wrongdoing is increased; but the
upright will have pleasure when they see their downfall. 17 Give your son
training, and hewill give you rest; hewill give delight to your soul. 18Where
there is no vision, the people areuncontrolled; but hewhokeeps the lawwill
be happy. 19A servant will not be trained by words; for though the sense of
the words is clear to him, he will not give attention. 20Have you seen aman
who is quickwith his tongue? There ismore hope for a foolishman than for
him. 21 If a servant is gently cared for from his early years, he will become
a cause of sorrow in the end. 22An angry man is the cause of fighting, and
a man given to wrath does much wrong. 23A man's pride will be the cause
of his fall, but he who has a gentle spirit will get honour. 24Amanwho takes
part with a thief has hate for his soul; he is put under oath, but says nothing.
25 The fear of man is a cause of danger: but whoever puts his faith in the
Lord will have a safe place on high. 26 The approval of a ruler is desired by
great numbers: but the decision in aman's cause comes from the Lord. 27An
evil man is disgusting to the upright, and he who is upright is disgusting to
evil-doers.

30
1Thewords of Agur, the son of Jakeh, fromMassa. Theman says: I am full

of weariness, O God, I am full of weariness; O God, I have come to an end:
2 For I am more like a beast than any man, I have no power of reasoning
like a man: 3 I have not got wisdom by teaching, so that I might have the
knowledge of the Holy One. 4Who has gone up to heaven and come down?
who has taken the winds in his hands, prisoning the waters in his robe? by
whomhave all the ends of the earth been fixed? what is his name, andwhat
is his son's name, if you are able to say? 5Every word of God is tested: he is
a breastplate to those who put their faith in him. 6Make no addition to his
words, or he will make clear your error, and you will be seen to be false. 7 I
have made request to you for two things; do not keep them fromme before
my death: 8Put far fromme all false and foolish things: do not giveme great
wealth or let me be in need, but give me only enough food: 9 For fear that if
I am full, I may be false to you and say, Who is the Lord? or if I am poor, I
may become a thief, using the name of my God wrongly. 10Do not say evil
of a servant to his master, or he will put a curse on you, and you will get
into trouble. 11 There is a generation who put a curse on their father, and
do not give a blessing to their mother. 12 There is a generation who seem
to themselves to be free from sin, but are not washed from their unclean
ways. 13There is a generation, Ohow full of pride are their eyes! Ohow their
brows are lifted up! 14 There is a generation whose teeth are like swords,
their strong teeth like knives, for the destruction of the poor from the earth,
and of those who are in need from among men. 15 The night-spirit has two
daughters, Give, give. There are three thingswhich are never full, even four



Proverbs 30:16 684 Proverbs 31:19

which never say, Enough: 16 The underworld, and the woman without a
child; the earth which never has enough water, and the fire which never
says, Enough. 17 The eye which makes sport of a father, and sees no value
in a mother when she is old will be rooted out by the ravens of the valley,
and be food for the young eagles. 18 There are three things, the wonder of
which overcomesme, even four things outsidemy knowledge: 19Theway of
an eagle in the air; theway of a snake on a rock; theway of a ship in the heart
of the sea; and the way of amanwith a girl. 20This is the way of a false wife;
she takes food, and, cleaning her mouth, says, I have done no wrong. 21 For
three things the earth is moved, and there are four which it will not put up
with: 22A servant when he becomes a king; a man without sense when his
wealth is increased; 23A hated woman when she is married; and a servant-
girl who takes the place of her master's wife. 24There are four things which
are little on the earth, but they are very wise: 25 The ants are a people not
strong, but they put by a store of food in the summer; 26The conies are only
a feeble people, but theymake their houses in the rocks; 27The locusts have
noking, but theyall go out inbands; 28Youmay take the lizard in yourhands,
but it is in kings' houses. 29 There are three things whose steps are good to
see, even four whose goings are fair: 30 The lion, which is strongest among
beasts, not turning from his way for any; 31The war-horse, and the he-goat,
and the king when his army is with him. 32 If you have done foolishly in
lifting yourself up, or if you have had evil designs, put your hand over your
mouth. 33 The shaking of milk makes butter, and the twisting of the nose
makes blood come: so the forcing of wrath is a cause of fighting.

31
1Thewords of Lemuel, king ofMassa: the teachingwhich he had fromhis

mother. 2What am I to say to you, O Lemuel, my oldest son? and what, O
son ofmy body? andwhat, O son ofmy oaths? 3Do not give your strength to
women, or your ways to that which is the destruction of kings. 4 It is not for
kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to take wine, or for rulers to say, Where
is strong drink? 5 For fear that through drinking they may come to have no
respect for the law, wrongly judging the cause of those who are in trouble.
6Give strongdrink to himwho is near to destruction, andwine to himwhose
soul is bitter: 7Let him have drink, and his need will go from his mind, and
the memory of his trouble will be gone. 8Let your mouth be open for those
who have no voice, in the cause of those who are ready for death. 9Let your
mouth be open, judging rightly, and give right decisions in the cause of the
poor and those in need. 10Whomay make discovery of a woman of virtue?
For her price is much higher than jewels. 11 The heart of her husband has
faith in her, and he will have profit in full measure. 12 She does him good
and not evil all the days of her life. 13She getswool and linen, working at the
business of her hands. 14 She is like the trading-ships, getting food from far
away. 15 She gets up while it is still night, and gives meat to her family, and
their food to her servant-girls. 16After looking at a fieldwith care, she gets it
for a price, planting a vine-garden with the profit of her work. 17 She puts a
band of strength round her, andmakes her arms strong. 18She sees that her
marketing is of profit to her: her light does not go out by night. 19 She puts
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her hands to the cloth-working rod, and her fingers take the wheel. 20Her
hands are stretched out to the poor; yes, she is open-handed to those who
are in need. 21She has no fear of the snow for her family, for all those in her
house are clothed in red. 22 She makes for herself cushions of needlework;
her clothing is fair linen and purple. 23Her husband is a man of note in the
public place, when he takes his seat among the responsiblemen of the land.
24Shemakes linen robes and gets a price for them, and traders takeher cloth
bands for a price. 25 Strength and self-respect are her clothing; she is facing
the futurewith a smile. 26Hermouth is open to give outwisdom, and the law
of mercy is on her tongue. 27 She gives attention to the ways of her family,
she does not take her foodwithoutworking for it. 28Her children get up and
give her honour, and her husband gives her praise, saying, 29Unnumbered
women have donewell, but you are better than all of them. 30Fair looks are
a deceit, and a beautiful form is of no value; but a woman who has the fear
of the Lord is to be praised. 31Give her credit forwhat her hands havemade:
let her be praised by her works in the public place.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2 All
is to no purpose, said the Preacher, all the ways of man are to no purpose.
3What is aman profited by all his workwhich he does under the sun? 4One
generation goes and another comes; but the earth is for ever. 5 The sun
comes up and the sun goes down, and goes quickly back to the place where
he came up. 6 The wind goes to the south, turning back again to the north;
circling round for ever. 7All the rivers go down to the sea, but the sea is not
full; to the placewhere the rivers go, there they go again. 8All things are full
of weariness; manmay not give their story: the eye has never enough of its
seeing, or the ear of its hearing. 9 That which has been, is that which is to
be, and that which has been done, is that whichwill be done, and there is no
new thing under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which men say, See, this is
new? It has been in the old timewhichwas before us. 11There is nomemory
of those who have gone before, and of those who come after there will be
no memory for those who are still to come after them. 12 I, the Preacher,
was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I gave my heart to searching out
in wisdom all things which are done under heaven: it is a hard thing which
God has put on the sons of men to do. 14 I have seen all the works which are
done under the sun; all is to no purpose, and desire for wind. 15That which
is bent may not be made straight, and that which is not there may not be
numbered. 16 I said to my heart, See, I have become great and am increased
inwisdommore than anywhowere beforeme in Jerusalem— yes, my heart
has seen much wisdom and knowledge. 17 And I gave my heart to getting
knowledge of wisdom, and of the ways of the foolish. And I saw that this
again was desire for wind. 18 Because in much wisdom is much grief, and
increase of knowledge is increase of sorrow.

2
1 I said inmyheart, Iwill give you joy for a test; so take your pleasure—but

it was to no purpose. 2Of laughing I said, It is foolish; and of joy—What use
is it? 3 I made a searchwithmy heart to give pleasure tomy fleshwith wine,
still guiding my heart with wisdom, and to go after foolish things, so that I
might see what was good for the sons of men to do under the heavens all
the days of their life. 4 I undertook great works, building myself houses and
planting vine-gardens. 5 I made myself gardens and fruit gardens, planting
in them fruit-trees of all sorts. 6 I made pools to give water for the woods
with their young trees. 7 I got men-servants and women-servants, and they
gave birth to sons and daughters in my house. I had great wealth of herds
and flocks, more than all who were in Jerusalem before me. 8 I got together
silver andgoldand thewealthof kings andof countries. I gotmakers of song,
male and female; and the delights of the sons ofmen— girls of all sorts to be
my brides. 9 And I became great; increasing more than all who had been
before me in Jerusalem, and my wisdom was still with me. 10And nothing
which was desired by my eyes did I keep from them; I did not keep any joy
frommy heart, becausemy heart took pleasure in all mywork, and this was
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my reward. 11 Then I saw all the works which my hands had made, and
everything I had been working to do; and I saw that all was to no purpose
and desire for wind, and there was no profit under the sun. 12 And I went
again in search of wisdom and of foolish ways. What may the man do who
comes after the king? The thing which he has done before. 13 Then I saw
thatwisdom is better than foolishways— as the light is better than the dark.
14 The wise man's eyes are in his head, but the foolish man goes walking in
the dark; but still I saw that the same event comes to them all. 15 Then said
I in my heart: As it comes to the foolish man, so will it come to me; so why
have I been wise overmuch? Then I said in my heart: This again is to no
purpose. 16Of the wise man, as of the foolish man, there is no memory for
ever, seeing that thosewhonowarewill have gone frommemory in the days
to come. See howdeath comes to thewise as to the foolish! 17So Iwas hating
life, because everything under the sun was evil to me: all is to no purpose
and desire forwind. 18Hate had I for allmyworkwhich I had done, because
the man who comes after me will have its fruits. 19And who is to say if that
manwill bewise or foolish? But hewill have power over all myworkwhich
I have done and in which I have been wise under the sun. This again is to
no purpose. 20Somymindwas turned to grief for all the trouble I had taken
and allmywisdomunder the sun. 21Because there is amanwhosework has
been donewithwisdom, with knowledge, andwith an expert hand; but one
who has done nothing for it will have it for his heritage. This again is to no
purpose and a great evil. 22What does a man get for all his work, and for
theweight of carewithwhich he has done his work under the sun? 23All his
days are sorrow, and his work is full of grief. Even in the night his heart has
no rest. This again is to no purpose. 24There is nothing better for aman than
takingmeat and drink, and having delight in his work. This again I sawwas
from the hand of God. 25Whomay take food or have pleasure without him?
26 To the man with whom he is pleased, God gives wisdom and knowledge
and joy; but to the sinner he gives the work of getting goods together and
storing upwealth, to give to him in whomGod has pleasure. This again is to
no purpose and desire for wind.

3
1For everything there is a fixed time, and a time for every business under

the sun. 2 A time for birth and a time for death; a time for planting and a
time for uprooting; 3A time to put to death and a time to make well; a time
for pulling down and a time for building up; 4A time forweeping and a time
for laughing; a time for sorrowanda time for dancing; 5A time to take stones
away and a time to get stones together; a time for kissing and a time to keep
from kissing; 6 A time for search and a time for loss; a time to keep and a
time to give away; 7A time for undoing and a time for stitching; a time for
keeping quiet and a time for talk; 8 A time for love and a time for hate; a
time for war and a time for peace. 9What profit has the worker in the work
which he does? 10 I saw the work which God has put on the sons of man.
11 He has made everything right in its time; but he has made their hearts
without knowledge, so that man is unable to see the works of God, from the
first to the last. 12 I am certain that there is nothing better for a man than
to be glad, and to do good while life is in him. 13And for every man to take
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food and drink, and have joy in all his work, is a reward from God. 14 I am
certain that whatever God does will be for ever. No addition may be made
to it, nothing may be taken from it; and God has done it so that manmay be
in fear before him. 15Whatever is has been before, andwhat is to be is now;
because Godmakes search for the things which are past. 16And again, I saw
under the sun, in the place of the judges, that evil was there; and in the place
of righteousness, that evil was there. 17 I said in my heart, God will be judge
of the good and of the bad; because a time for every purpose and for every
work has been fixed by him. 18 I said inmy heart, It is because of the sons of
men, so that Godmay put them to the test and that theymay see themselves
as beasts. 19Because the fate of the sons of men and the fate of the beasts is
the same. As is the death of one so is the death of the other, and all have one
spirit. Man isnothigher than thebeasts; becauseall is tonopurpose. 20All go
to one place, all are of the dust, and all will be turned to dust again. 21Who is
certain that the spirit of the sons of men goes up to heaven, or that the spirit
of the beasts goes down to the earth? 22 So I saw that there is nothing better
than for a man to have joy in his work — because that is his reward. Who
will make him see what will come after him?

4
1And again I saw all the cruel things which are done under the sun; there

was the weeping of those who have evil done to them, and they had no
comforter: and from the hands of the evil-doers there went out power, but
they had no comforter. 2 So my praise was for the dead who have gone to
their death, more than for the living who still have life. 3 Yes, happier than
thedeador the living seemedhewhohasnot everbeen,whohasnot seen the
evil which is done under the sun. 4And I saw that the cause of all the work
and of everything which is done well wasman's envy of his neighbour. This
again is to no purpose and a desire for wind. 5 The foolish man, folding his
hands, takes the flesh of his body for food. 6One hand full of rest is better
than two hands full of trouble and desire for wind. 7 Then I came back,
and I saw an example of what is to no purpose under the sun. 8 It is one
who is by himself, without a second, and without son or brother; but there
is no end to all his work, and he has never enough of wealth. For whom,
then, am I working and keeping myself from pleasure? This again is to no
purpose, and a bitter work. 9 Two are better than one, because they have a
good reward for their work. 10And if one has a fall, the otherwill give him a
hand; but unhappy is the man who is by himself, because he has no helper.
11 So again, if two are sleeping together they are warm, but how may one
be warm by himself? 12And two attacked by one would be safe, and three
cords twisted together are not quickly broken. 13A young man who is poor
and wise is better than a king who is old and foolish and will not be guided
by the wisdom of others. 14Because out of a prison the youngman comes to
be king, though by birth he was only a poorman in the kingdom. 15 I saw all
the living under the sun round the young man who was to be ruler in place
of the king. 16There was no end of all the people, of all those whose head he
was, but theywho come later will have no delight in him. This again is to no
purpose and desire for wind.



Ecclesiastes 5:1 689 Ecclesiastes 6:8

5
1 Put your feet down with care when you go to the house of God, for it is

better to give ear than to make the burned offerings of the foolish, whose
knowledge is only of doing evil. 2Benot unwisewith yourmouth, and let not
your heart be quick to say anything before God, because God is in heaven
and you are on the earth — so let not the number of your words be great.
3As a dream comes frommuch business, so the voice of a foolishman comes
with words in great number. 4 When you take an oath before God, put it
quickly into effect, because he has no pleasure in the foolish; keep the oath
you have taken. 5 It is better not to take an oath than to take an oath and not
keep it. 6 Let not your mouth make your flesh do evil. And say not before
the angel, It was an error. So that God may not be angry with your words
and put an end to the work of your hands. 7Because much talk comes from
dreamsand thingsofnopurpose. But let the fearofGodbe inyou. 8 If you see
the poor under a cruel yoke, and law and right being violently overturned
in a country, be not surprised, because one authority is keeping watch on
another and there are higher than they. 9 It is good generally for a country
where the land isworked tohaveaking. 10Hewhohas a love for silvernever
has enough silver, or he who has love for wealth, enough profit. This again
is to no purpose. 11 When goods are increased, the number of those who
take of them is increased; and what profit has the owner but to see them?
12 The sleep of a working man is sweet, if he has little food or much; but to
himwho is full, sleepwill not come. 13There is a great evil which I have seen
under the sun—wealthkept by theowner tobehis downfall. 14And I saw the
destruction of his wealth by an evil chance; andwhen he became the father
of a sonhehadnothing inhishand. 15Ashecame fromhismotheratbirth, so
does he go again; he gets from his work no reward which hemay take away
in his hand. 16And this again is a great evil, that in all points as he came so
will he go; and what profit has he in working for the wind? 17 All his days
are in the dark, and he has much sorrow, pain, disease, and trouble. 18This
is what I have seen: it is good and fair for a man to takemeat and drink and
tohave joy in all hisworkunder the sun, all thedays of his lifewhichGodhas
given him; that is his reward. 19 Every man to whom God has given money
andwealth and the power to have pleasure in it and to do his part and have
joy in his work: this is given by God. 20Hewill not give much thought to the
days of his life; because God lets him be taken upwith the joy of his heart.

6
1There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is hard on men;

2Aman towhomGod givesmoney, wealth, and honour so that he has all his
desires but God does not give him the power to have joy of it, and a strange
man takes it. This is to no purpose and an evil disease. 3 If a man has a
hundred children, and his life is long so that the days of his years are great
in number, but his soul takes no pleasure in good, and he is not honoured at
his death; I say that a birth before its time is better than he. 4 Inwind it came
and to the dark it will go, and with the dark will its name be covered. 5Yes,
it saw not the sun, and it had no knowledge; it is better with this than with
the other. 6And though he goes on living a thousand years twice over and
does not see good, are not the two going to the same place? 7 All the work
of man is for his mouth, and still he has a desire for food. 8What have the
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wise more than the foolish? and what has the poor man by walking wisely
before the living? 9What the eyes see is better than thewandering of desire.
This is to nopurpose and adesire forwind. 10Thatwhich is, has beennamed
before, and ofwhatman is there is knowledge. He has no power against one
stronger than he. 11There arewordswithout number for increasingwhat is
to no purpose, but what is man profited by them? 12Who is able to say what
is good for man in life all the days of his foolish life which he goes through
like a shade? whowill say what is to be after him under the sun?

7
1A good name is better than oil of great price, and the day of death than

the day of birth. 2 It is better to go to the house of weeping, than to go to the
house of feasting; because that is the end of every man, and the living will
take it to their hearts. 3 Sorrow is better than joy; when the face is sad the
mind gets better. 4 The hearts of the wise are in the house of weeping; but
the hearts of the foolish are in the house of joy. 5 It is better to take note of
the protest of the wise, than for a man to give ear to the song of the foolish.
6 Like the cracking of thorns under a pot, so is the laugh of a foolish man;
and this again is to no purpose. 7 The wise are troubled by the ways of the
cruel, and the giving of money is the destruction of the heart. 8The end of a
thing is better than its start, and a gentle spirit is better than pride. 9Be not
quick to let your spirit be angry; because wrath is in the heart of the foolish.
10 Say not, Why were the days which have gone by better than these? Such
a question comes not from wisdom. 11Wisdom together with a heritage is
good, and a profit to those who see the sun. 12Wisdom keeps a man from
danger evenasmoneydoes; but the value of knowledge is thatwisdomgives
life to its owner. 13Give thought to the work of God. Who will make straight
what he has made bent? 14 In the day of wealth have joy, but in the day of
evil take thought: Godhas put the one against the other, so thatmanmaynot
be certain what will be after him. 15These two have I seen in my life which
is to no purpose: a goodman coming to his end in his righteousness, and an
evil man whose days are long in his evil-doing. 16Be not given overmuch to
righteousness and be not over-wise. Why let destruction come on you? 17Be
not evil overmuch, and be not foolish. Why come to your end before your
time? 18 It is good to take this in your hand and not to keep your hand from
that; he who has the fear of God will be free of the two. 19Wisdommakes a
wise man stronger than ten rulers in a town. 20There is no man on earth of
such righteousness that he does good and is free from sin all his days. 21Do
not give ear to all the words whichmen say, for fear of hearing the curses of
your servant. 22Your heart has knowledge how frequently others have been
cursedbyyou. 23All this I haveput to the test bywisdom; I said, Iwill bewise,
but it was far fromme. 24 Far off is true existence, and very deep; who may
have knowledge of it? 25 I gave my mind to knowledge and to searching for
wisdomand the reason of things, and to the discovery that sin is foolish, and
that to be foolish is to be without one's senses. 26 And I saw a thing more
bitter than death, even thewomanwhose heart is full of tricks and nets, and
whose hands are as bands. He with whom God is pleased will get free from
her, but the sinner will be taken by her. 27 Look! this I have seen, said the
Preacher, taking one thing after another to get the true account, 28Forwhich
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mysoul is still searching, but I have it not; onemanamong a thousandhave I
seen; but a woman among all these I have not seen. 29This only have I seen,
that God made men upright, but they have been searching out all sorts of
inventions.

8
1Who is like the wise man? and to whom is the sense of anything clear?

A man's wisdommakes his face shining, and his hard face will be changed.
2 I say to you, Keep the king's law, from respect for the oath of God. 3Be not
quick to go from before him. Be not fixed in an evil design, because he does
whatever ispleasing tohim. 4Thewordofakinghasauthority; andwhomay
say to him,What is this you are doing? 5Whoever keeps the lawwill come to
no evil: and a wiseman's heart has knowledge of time and of decision. 6For
every purpose there is a time and a decision, because the sorrow of man is
great in him. 7No one is certain what is to be, and who is able to say to him
when it will be? 8 No man has authority over the wind, to keep the wind;
or is ruler over the day of his death. In war no man's time is free, and evil
will not keep the sinner safe. 9All this have I seen, and have givenmy heart
to all the work which is done under the sun: there is a time when man has
power over man for his destruction. 10And then I saw evil men put to rest,
taken even from theholy place; and theywent about andwerepraised in the
town because ofwhat they had done. This again is to no purpose. 11Because
punishment for anevilwork comesnot quickly, theminds of the sons ofmen
are fully given to doing evil. 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times
and his life is long, I am certain that it will be well for those who go in fear
of God and are in fear before him. 13But it will not be well for the evil-doer;
he will not make his days long like a shade, because he has no fear before
God. 14There is a thing which is to no purpose done on the earth: that there
are goodmen to whom is given the same punishment as those who are evil,
and there are evil men who get the reward of the good. I say that this again
is to no purpose. 15So I gave praise to joy, because there is nothing better for
a man to do under the sun than to take meat and drink and be happy; for
that will be with him in his work all the days of his life which God gives him
under the sun. 16When I gave mymind to the knowledge of wisdom and to
seeing the business which is done on the earth (and there are those whose
eyes see not sleep by day or by night), 17Then I saw all the work of God, and
that man may not get knowledge of the work which is done under the sun;
because, if a man gives hard work to the search he will not get knowledge,
and even if thewiseman seems to be coming to the end of his search, still he
will be without knowledge.

9
1All this I took to heart, and my heart saw it all: that the upright and the

wise and their works are in the hand of God; and men may not be certain
if it will be love or hate; all is to no purpose before them. 2 Because to all
there is one event, to the upright man and to the evil, to the clean and to the
unclean, to him who makes an offering and to him who makes no offering;
as is the good so is the sinner; he who takes an oath is as he who has fear
of it. 3 This is evil in all things which are done under the sun: that there
is one fate for all, and the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; while
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they have life their hearts are foolish, and after that— to the dead. 4For him
who is joined to all the living there is hope; a living dog is better than a dead
lion. 5The living are conscious that deathwill come to them, but thedeadare
not conscious of anything, and they no longer have a reward, because there
is no memory of them. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy are now
ended; and they have no longer a part for ever in anything which is done
under the sun. 7Come, take your bread with joy, and your wine with a glad
heart. God has taken pleasure in your works. 8Let your clothing bewhite at
all times, and let not your head be without oil. 9Have joy with the woman
of your love all the days of your foolish life which he gives you under the
sun. Because that is your part in life and in your work which you do under
the sun. 10Whatever comes to your hand to do with all your power, do it
because there is no work, or thought, or knowledge, or wisdom in the place
of the dead to which you are going. 11 And again I saw under the sun that
the reward goes not to him who is quick, or the fruits of war to the strong;
and there is no bread for the wise, or wealth for men of learning, or respect
for those who have knowledge; but time and chance come to all. 12 Even
man has no knowledge of his time; like fishes taken in an evil net, or like
birds takenbydeceit, are the sons ofmen taken inanevil timewhen it comes
suddenly on them. 13This again I have seen under the sun as wisdom and it
seemed great to me. 14 There was a little town and the number of its men
was small, and there came a great king against it and made an attack on
it, building works of war round about it. 15 Now there was in the town a
poor, wise man, and he, by his wisdom, kept the town safe. But no one had
any memory of that same poor man. 16 Then I said, Wisdom is better than
strength, but the poorman's wisdom is not respected, and his words are not
given a hearing. 17The words of the wise which come quietly to the ear are
noted more than the cry of a ruler among the foolish. 18Wisdom is better
than instruments of war, but one sinner is the destruction of much good.

10
1 Dead flies make the oil of the perfumer give out an evil smell; more

valued is a little wisdom than the great glory of the foolish. 2 The heart of
the wise man goes in the right direction; but the heart of a foolish man in
the wrong. 3 And when the foolish man is walking in the way, he has no
sense and lets everyone see that he is foolish. 4 If the wrath of the ruler is
against you, keep in your place; in himwho keeps quiet even great sinsmay
be overlooked. 5 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, like an
error which comes by chance from a ruler: 6 The foolish are placed in high
positions, but men of wealth are kept low. 7 I have seen servants on horses,
andrulerswalkingon theearthas servants. 8Hewhomakesahole forothers
will himself go into it, and for himwhomakes a hole through awall the bite
of a snake will be a punishment. 9He who gets out stones from the earth
will be damaged by them, and in the cutting of wood there is danger. 10 If
the iron has no edge, and he does not make it sharp, then he has to put out
more strength; but wisdom makes things go well. 11 If a snake gives a bite
before theword of power is said, then there is no longer any use in theword
of power. 12Thewords of a wiseman's mouth are sweet to all, but the lips of
a foolishman are his destruction. 13The firstwords of hismouth are foolish,
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and the end of his talk is evil crime. 14 The foolish are full of words; man
has no knowledge of what will be; and who is able to say what will be after
him? 15 The work of the foolish will be a weariness to him, because he has
no knowledge of the way to the town. 16Unhappy is the land whose king is
a boy, and whose rulers are feasting in the morning. 17Happy is the land
whose ruler is of noble birth, and whose chiefs take food at the right time,
for strength and not for feasting. 18When no work is done the roof goes in,
and when the hands do nothing water comes into the house. 19 A feast is
for laughing, and wine makes glad the heart; but by the one and the other
money is wasted. 20 Say not a curse against the king, even in your thoughts;
and even secretly say not a curse against the man of wealth; because a bird
of the air will take the voice, and that which has wings will give news of it.

11
1 Put out your bread on the face of the waters; for after a long time it will

come back to you again. 2Give a part to seven or even to eight, because you
have no knowledge of the evil which will be on the earth. 3 If the clouds are
full of rain, they send it down on the earth; and if a tree comes down to the
south, or the north, in whatever place it comes down, there it will be. 4He
who iswatching thewindwill not get the seedplanted, andhewho is looking
at the cloudswill not get in the grain. 5As you have no knowledge of theway
of thewind, or of the growthof thebones in thebodyofherwho iswith child,
even so you have no knowledge of the works of God who has made all. 6 In
the morning put your seed into the earth, and till the evening let not your
hand be at rest; because you are not certain which will do well, this or that
— or if the two will be equally good. 7 Truly the light is sweet, and it is good
for the eyes to see the sun. 8But even if a man's life is long and he has joy in
all his years, let him keep in mind the dark days, because they will be great
in number. Whatever may come is to no purpose. 9Have joy, O young man,
while you are young; and let your heart be glad in the days of your strength,
andgo in thewaysofyourheart, and in thedesireof youreyes; butbecertain
that for all these things God will be your judge. 10 So put away trouble from
yourheart, and sorrow fromyourflesh; because the early years and thebest
years are to no purpose.

12
1Let yourmindbe turned toyourMaker in thedaysof your strength,while

the evil days come not, and the years are far awaywhen youwill say, I have
no pleasure in them; 2While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars,
are not dark, and the clouds come not back after the rain; 3 In the day when
the keepers of the house are shaking for fear, and the strong men are bent
down, and thewomenwhowere crushing the grain are at rest because their
number is small, and those looking out of the windows are unable to see;
4When the doors are shut in the street, and the sound of the crushing is low,
and the voice of thebird is soft, and thedaughters ofmusicwill bemade low;
5And he is in fear of that which is high, and danger is in the road, and the
tree is white with flower, and the least thing is a weight, and desire is at an
end, becausemangoes tohis last resting-place, and thosewhoare sorrowing
are in the streets; 6Before ever the silver cord is cut, or the vessel of gold is
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broken, or thepot isbrokenat the fountain, or thewheelbrokenat thewater-
hole; 7And the dust goes back to the earth as it was, and the spirit goes back
to God who gave it. 8 All things are to no purpose, says the Preacher, all is
to no purpose. 9And because the Preacher was wise he still gave the people
knowledge; searching out, testing, and putting in order a great number of
wise sayings. 10 The Preacher made search for words which were pleasing,
but his writing was in words upright and true. 11The words of the wise are
pointed, and sayings grouped together are like nails fixed with a hammer;
they are given by one guide. 12And further, my son, take note of this: of the
making of books there is no end, and much learning is a weariness to the
flesh. 13 This is the last word. All has been said. Have fear of God and keep
his laws; because this is right for every man. 14God will be judge of every
work, with every secret thing, good or evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 2Let him giveme the kisses of his

mouth: forhis love is better thanwine. 3Sweet is the smell of yourperfumes;
your name is as perfume running out; so the young girls give you their love.
4 Take me to you, and we will go after you: the king has taken me into his
house. We will be glad and full of joy in you, we will give more thought to
your love than to wine: rightly are they your lovers. 5 I am dark, but fair
of form, O daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of
Solomon. 6 Let not your eyes be turned on me, because I am dark, because
I was looked on by the sun; mymother's children were angry with me; they
mademe thekeeperof thevine-gardens; butmyvine-garden Ihavenot kept.
7 Say, O love of my soul, where you give food to your flock, and where you
make them take their rest in the heat of the day; why have I to be as one
wandering by the flocks of your friends? 8 If you have not knowledge, O
most beautiful among women, go on your way in the footsteps of the flock,
and give your young goats food by the tents of the keepers. 9 I have made
a comparison of you, O my love, to a horse in Pharaoh's carriages. 10 Your
face is a delight with rings of hair, your neck with chains of jewels. 11We
will make you chains of gold with ornaments of silver. 12While the king is
seated at his table, my spices send out their perfume. 13As a bag of myrrh
is my well-loved one to me, when he is at rest all night between my breasts.
14My love is to me as a branch of the cypress-tree in the vine-gardens of En-
gedi. 15 See, you are fair, my love, you are fair; you have the eyes of a dove.
16 See, you are fair, my loved one, and a pleasure; our bed is green. 17Cedar-
trees are the pillars of our house; and our boards are made of fir-trees.

2
1 I am a rose of Sharon, a flower of the valleys. 2As the lily-flower among

the thorns of the waste, so is my love among the daughters. 3As the apple-
tree among the trees of the wood, so is my loved one among the sons. I took
my rest under his shade with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste. 4 He took me to the house of wine, and his flag over me was love.
5Make me strong with wine-cakes, let me be comforted with apples; I am
overcome with love. 6His left hand is under my head, and his right hand is
round about me. 7 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes of the
field, donot let love bemoved till it is ready. 8The voice ofmy loved one! See,
he comesdancingon themountains, steppingquicklyon thehills. 9Myloved
one is like a roe; see, he is on the other side of ourwall, he is looking in at the
windows, letting himself be seen through the spaces. 10My loved one said
to me, Get up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 11 For, see, the winter
is past, the rain is over and gone; 12 The flowers are come on the earth; the
time of cutting the vines is come, and the voice of the dove is sounding in our
land; 13 The fig-tree puts out her green fruit and the vines with their young
fruit give a good smell. Get up from your bed, my beautiful one, and come
away. 14Omy dove, you are in the holes of themountain sides, in the cracks
of the high hills; let me see your face, let your voice come to my ears; for
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sweet is your voice, and your face is fair. 15 Take for us the foxes, the little
foxes, which do damage to the vines; our vines have young grapes. 16My
loved one is mine, and I am his: he takes his food among the flowers. 17Till
the evening comes, and the sky slowly becomes dark, come, my loved one,
and be like a roe on themountains of Bether.

3
1 By night on my bed I was looking for him who is the love of my soul: I

was looking for him, but I did not see him. 2 I will get up now and go about
the town, in the streets and in the wide ways I will go after him who is the
love ofmy soul: I went after him, but I did not see him. 3Thewatchmenwho
go about the town came byme; to them I said, Have you seen himwho ismy
heart's desire? 4 I was but a little way from them, when I came face to face
with him who is the love of my soul. I took him by the hands, and did not
let him go, till I had taken him intomymother's house, and into the room of
her who gave me birth. 5 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes
of the field, let not love be moved till it is ready. 6Who is this coming out of
the waste places like pillars of smoke, perfumed with sweet spices, with all
the spices of the trader? 7 See, it is the bed of Solomon; sixty men of war are
about it, of the army of Israel, 8 All of them armed with swords, trained in
war; everyman has his sword at his side, because of fear in the night. 9King
Solomonmade himself a bed of the wood of Lebanon. 10Hemade its pillars
of silver, its base of gold, its seat of purple, themiddle of it of ebony. 11Goout,
O daughters of Jerusalem, and see King Solomon, with the crown which his
mother put on his head on the day when he was married, and on the day of
the joy of his heart.

4
1 See, you are fair, my love, you are fair; you have the eyes of a dove; your

hair is as a flock of goats, which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 2 Your
teeth are like a flock of sheepwhose wool is newly cut, which come up from
the washing; every one has two lambs, and there is not one without young.
3 Your red lips are like a bright thread, and your mouth is fair of form; the
sides of your head are like pomegranate fruit under your veil. 4Your neck is
like the tower of Davidmade for a store-house of arms, inwhich a thousand
breastplates are hanging, breastplates for fighting-men. 5 Your two breasts
are like two young roes of the same birth, which take their food among the
lilies. 6 Till the evening comes, and the sky slowly becomes dark, I will go
to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense. 7 You are all fair,
my love; there is no mark on you. 8Come with me from Lebanon, my bride,
withme fromLebanon; see from the top ofAmana, from the top of Senir and
Hermon, from the places of the lions, from the mountains of the leopards.
9 You have taken away my heart, my sister, my bride; you have taken away
my heart, with one look you have taken it, with one chain of your neck!
10How fair is your love, my sister! Howmuch better is your love than wine,
and the smell of youroils thananyperfume! 11Your lips aredroppinghoney;
honey and milk are under your tongue; and the smell of your clothing is
like the smell of Lebanon. 12 A garden walled-in is my sister, my bride; a
garden shut up, a spring of water stopped. 13 The produce of the garden is
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pomegranates; with all the best fruits, henna and spikenard, 14 Spikenard
and safron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh
and aloes, with all the chief spices. 15You are a fountain of gardens, a spring
of living waters, and flowing waters from Lebanon. 16 Be awake, O north
wind; and come, O south, blowing onmy garden, so that its spicesmay come
out. Let my loved one come into his garden, and take of his good fruits.

5
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; to take my myrrh with

my spice; my wax with my honey; my wine with my milk. Take meat, O
friends; takewine, yes, be overcomewith love. 2 I am sleeping, butmy heart
is awake; it is the sound of my loved one at the door, saying, Be open to me,
my sister,my love,mydove,myvery beautiful one;myhead iswetwith dew,
and my hair with the drops of the night. 3 I have put offmy coat; howmay I
put it on? My feet are washed; how may I make them unclean? 4My loved
one put his hand on the door, and my heart was moved for him. 5 I got up
to let my loved one in; and my hands were dropping with myrrh, and my
fingers with liquid myrrh, on the lock of the door. 6 I made the door open to
my loved one; but my loved one had taken himself away, and was gone, my
soul was feeble when his back was turned onme; I went after him, but I did
not comenear him; I said his name, but he gavemeno answer. 7The keepers
who go about the town overtook me; they gave me blows and wounds; the
keepers of the walls took away my veil fromme. 8 I say to you, O daughters
of Jerusalem, if you see my loved one, what will you say to him? That I am
overcome with love. 9What is your loved one more than another, O fairest
among women? What is your loved one more than another, that you say
this to us? 10My loved one is white and red, the chief among ten thousand.
11His head is as themost delicate gold; his hair is thick, and black as a raven.
12His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the water streams, washed with milk,
and rightly placed. 13His face is as beds of spices, giving out perfumes of
every sort; his lips like lilies, dropping liquid myrrh. 14 His hands are as
rings of gold ornamented with beryl-stones; his body is as a smooth plate
of ivory covered with sapphires. 15His legs are as pillars of stone on a base
of delicate gold; his looks are as Lebanon, beautiful as the cedar-tree. 16His
mouth ismost sweet; yes, he is all beautiful. This is my loved one, and this is
my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

6
1Where is your lovedone gone, Omost fair amongwomen? Where is your

loved one turned away, thatwemay go looking for himwith you? 2My loved
one is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to take food in the
gardens, and to get lilies. 3 I am for my loved one, and my loved one is for
me; he takes food among the lilies. 4You are beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah,
as fair as Jerusalem; you are to be feared like an army with flags. 5Let your
eyes be turned away fromme; see, they have overcomeme; your hair is as a
flock of goats which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 6Your teeth are like
a flock of sheepwhich come up from thewashing; every one has two lambs,
and there is not one without young. 7 Like pomegranate fruit are the sides
of your head under your veil. 8 There are sixty queens, and eighty servant-
wives, and young girls without number. 9My dove, my very beautiful one,
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is but one; she is the only one of her mother, she is the dearest one of her
who gave her birth. The daughters saw her, and gave her a blessing; yes,
the queens and the servant-wives, and they gave her praises. 10Who is she,
looking down as themorning light, fair as themoon, clear as the sun, who is
to be feared like an army with flags? 11 I went down into the garden of nuts
to see the green plants of the valley, and to see if the vinewas in bud, and the
pomegranate-trees were in flower. 12Before I was conscious of it, ... 13Come
back, comeback, OShulammite; comeback, comeback, so that our eyesmay
see you. What will you see in the Shulammite? A sword-dance.

7
1Howbeautiful are your feet in their shoes, O king's daughter! The curves

of your legs are like jewels, thework of the hands of a goodworkman: 2Your
stomach is a store of grainwith lilies round it, and in themiddle a round cup
full of wine. 3 Your two breasts are like two young roes of the same birth.
4 Your neck is as a tower of ivory; your eyes like the waters in Heshbon, by
the doorway of Bath-rabbim; your nose is as the tower on Lebanon looking
over Damascus: 5Your head is like Carmel, and the hair of your head is like
purple, inwhosenet the king is prisoner. 6Howbeautiful andhowsweet you
are, O love, for delight. 7 You are tall like a palm-tree, and your breasts are
like the fruit of the vine. 8 I said, Let me go up the palm-tree, and let me take
its branches in my hands: your breasts will be as the fruit of the vine, and
the smell of your breath like apples; 9And the roof of your mouth like good
wine flowing down smoothly for my loved one, moving gently over my lips
andmy teeth. 10 I am formy loved one, and his desire is forme. 11Come, my
lovedone, let us go out into thefield; let us take rest among the cypress-trees.
12Let us go out early to the vine-gardens; let us see if the vine is in bud, if it
has put out its young fruit, and the pomegranate is in flower. There I will
give youmy love. 13Themandrakes give out a sweet smell, and at our doors
are all sorts of good fruits, new and old, which I have kept formy loved one.

8
1Oh that you were my brother, who took milk frommymother's breasts!

When I came to you in the street, I would give you kisses; yes, I would not
be looked down on. 2 I would take you by the hand into mymother's house,
and she would be my teacher. I would give you drink of spiced wine, drink
of the pomegranate. 3His left hand would be under my head, and his right
hand about me. 4 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, do not let love be
moved till it is ready. 5Who is this, who comes up from the waste places,
resting on her loved one? It was I who made you awake under the apple-
tree, where yourmother gave you birth; there shewas in pain at your birth.
6Putmeasa signonyourheart, as a signonyourarm; love is strongasdeath,
and wrath bitter as the underworld: its coals are coals of fire; violent are its
flames. 7Much water may not put out love, or the deep waters overcome
it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would be
judged a price not great enough. 8We have a young sister, and she has no
breasts; what are we to do for our sister in the day when she is given to a
man? 9 If she is awall, wewill make on her a strong base of silver; and if she
is a door, we will let her be shut up with cedar-wood. 10 I am a wall, and my
breasts are like towers; then was I in his eyes as one to whom good chance
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had come. 11Solomon had a vine-garden at Baal-hamon; he let out the vine-
garden to keepers; every onehad to give a thousandbits of silver for its fruit.
12My vine-garden, which is mine, is before me: you, O Solomon, will have
the thousand, and thosewhokeep the fruit of them twohundred. 13Youwho
have your resting-place in the gardens, the friends give ear to your voice;
make me give ear to it. 14 Come quickly, my loved one, and be like a roe on
themountains of spice.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which he saw about Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah. 2Give ear, O heavens, and you, O earth, to the word which the Lord
has said: I have taken care of my children till they became men, but their
hearts have been turned away from me. 3 Even the ox has knowledge of
its owner, and the ass of the place where its master puts its food: but Israel
has no knowledge, my people give no thought to me. 4O nation full of sin, a
people weighted downwith crime, a generation of evil-doers, false-hearted
children: they have gone away from the Lord, they have no respect for the
Holy One of Israel, their hearts are turned back from him. 5Why will you
have more and more punishment? why keep on in your evil ways? Every
head is tired and every heart is feeble. 6 The body, from head to foot, is all
diseased; it is amass of openwounds, marks of blows, and broken flesh: the
flow of blood has not been stopped, and no oil has been put on the wounds.
7 Your country has become waste; your towns are burned with fire; as for
your land, it is overturned before your eyes, made waste and overcome by
men from strange lands. 8And the daughter of Zion has become like a tent
in a vine-garden, like a watchman's house in a field of fruit, like a town shut
in by armies. 9 If the Lord of armies had not kept some at least of us safe,
wewould have been like Sodom, and the fate of Gomorrahwould have been
ours. 10Give ear to theword of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; let your hearts
be turned to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah. 11What use to
me is the number of the offerings which you give me? says the Lord; your
burned offerings of sheep, and the best parts of fat cattle, are a weariness
to me; I take no pleasure in the blood of oxen, or of lambs, or of he-goats.
12Atwhose request do you come beforeme,makingmy house uncleanwith
your feet? 13 Give me no more false offerings; the smoke of burning flesh
is disgusting to me, so are your new moons and Sabbaths and your holy
meetings. 14Your newmoons and your regular feasts are a grief to my soul:
they are a weight in my spirit; I am crushed under them. 15And when your
hands are stretched out to me, my eyes will be turned away from you: even
though you go on making prayers, I will not give ear: your hands are full
of blood. 16 Be washed, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your
doings from before my eyes; let there be an end of sinning; 17Take pleasure
in well-doing; let your ways be upright, keep down the cruel, give a right
decision for the child who has no father, see to the cause of the widow.
18 Come now, and let us have an argument together, says the Lord: how
may your sins which are red like blood be white as snow? how may their
dark purple seem like wool? 19 If you will give ear to my word and do it,
the good things of the land will be yours; 20 But if your hearts are turned
against me, I will send destruction on you by the sword; so the Lord has
said. 21 The upright town has become untrue; there was a time when her
judges gave right decisions, when righteousness had a resting-place in her,
but now she is full of those who take men's lives. 22 Your silver is no longer
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true metal, your wine is mixed with water. 23Your chiefs have gone against
the Lord, they have become friends of thieves; every one of them is looking
for profit and going after rewards; they do not give right decisions for the
child who has no father, and they do not let the cause of the widow come
before them. 24For this reason the Lord, the Lord of armies, the Strong One
of Israel, has said, I will put an end to my haters, and send punishment on
those who are against me; 25 And my hand will again be on you, washing
away what is unclean as with soap, and taking away all your false metal;
26 And I will give you judges again as at the first, and wise guides as in the
past; then you will be named, The Town of Righteousness, the true town.
27Upright acts will be the price of Zion's forgiveness, and by righteousness
will men be living there. 28But a common destruction will overtake sinners
and evil-doers together, and those who have gone away from the Lord will
be cut off. 29For youwill be put to shame because of the trees of your desire,
and because of the gardens of your pleasure. 30 For you will be like a tree
whose leaves have become dry, and like a garden without water. 31And the
strong will be as food for the fire, and his work as a flame; and they will be
burned together, with no one to put out the fire.

2
1Thewordwhich Isaiah, the sonofAmoz, sawabout Judahand Jerusalem.

2And it will come about in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord will
be placed on the top of the mountains, and be lifted up over the hills; and
all nations will come to it. 3And the peoples will say, Come, and let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob: and he will
give us knowledge of his ways, and we will be guided by his word; for out
of Zion the law will go out, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4And
he will be the judge between the nations, and the peoples will be ruled by
his decisions: and their swords will be turned into plough-blades, and their
spears into vine-knives: no longer will the nations be turning their swords
against one another, and the knowledge of war will be gone for ever. 5 O
family of Jacob, come, and let us go in the light of the Lord. 6For you, O Lord,
have given up your people, the family of Jacob, because they are full of the
evil ways of the east, andmake use of secret arts like the Philistines, and are
friendswith the childrenof strangecountries. 7And their land is full of silver
and gold, and there is no end to their stores; their land is full of horses, and
there is no end to their carriages. 8 Their land is full of images; they give
worship to the work of their hands, even to that which their fingers have
made. 9And the poor man's head is bent, and the great man goes down on
his face: for this cause there will be no forgiveness for their sin. 10Go into
a hole in the rock, covering yourselves with dust, in fear of the Lord, before
the glory of his power. 11The high looks ofmanwill be put to shame, and the
pride ofmenwill bemade low, and only the Lordwill be lifted up in that day.
12For the day of the Lord of armies is coming on all the pride ofmen, and on
all who are high and lifted up; 13And on all the high trees of Lebanon, and
on all the strong trees of Bashan; 14Andon all the highmountains, and on all
the hillswhich are lifted up; 15And on every high tower, and on every strong
wall; 16And on all the ships of Tarshish, and on all the fair boats. 17And the
high looks of man will be put to shame, and the pride of men will be made
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low: and only the Lord will be lifted up in that day. 18And the images will
never be seen again. 19 And men will go into cracks of the rocks, and into
holes of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and before the glory of his power,
when he comes out of his place, shaking the earth with his strength. 20 In
that daymenwill put their images of silver and of gold, which theymade for
worship, in the keeping of the beasts of the dark places; 21 To take cover in
the cracks of the rocks, and in the holes of the hills, for fear of the Lord, and
before the glory of his power, when he comes out of his place, shaking the
earthwith his strength. 22Have nomore to dowithman, whose life is only a
breath, for he is of no value.

3
1 For the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about to take away from Jerusalem

and from Judah all their support; their store of bread and of water; 2 The
strong man and the man of war; the judge and the prophet; the man who
has knowledge of secret arts, and the manwho is wise because of his years;
3 The captain of fifty, and the man of high position, and the wise guide,
and the wonder-worker, and he who makes use of secret powers. 4 And I
will make children their chiefs, and foolish ones will have rule over them.
5And the peoplewill be crushed, every one by his neighbour; the youngwill
be full of pride against the old, and those of low position will be lifted up
against the noble. 6When one man puts his hand on another in his father's
house, and says, You have clothing, be our ruler and be responsible for us
in our sad condition: 7 Then he will say with an oath, I will not be a helper,
for in my house there is no bread or clothing: I will not let you make me
a ruler of the people. 8 For Jerusalem has become feeble, and destruction
has come on Judah, because their words and their acts are against the Lord,
moving the eyes of his glory to wrath. 9 Their respect for a man's position
is a witness against them; and their sin is open to the view of all; like that
of Sodom, it is not covered. A curse on their soul! for the measure of their
sin is full. 10Happy is the upright man! for he will have joy of the fruit of
his ways. 11 Unhappy is the sinner! for the reward of his evil doings will
come on him. 12As formy people, their ruler is acting like a child, and those
who have authority over them are women. O my people, your guides are
the cause of your wandering, turning your footsteps out of the right way.
13 The Lord is ready to take up his cause against his people, and is about
to come forward as their judge. 14 The Lord comes to be the judge of their
responsiblemenandof their rulers: it is youwhohavemadewaste the vine-
garden, and in your houses is the property of the poorwhich youhave taken
by force. 15 By what right are you crushing my people, and putting a bitter
yoke on the necks of the poor? This is the word of the Lord, the Lord of
armies. 16Again, the Lord has said, Because the daughters of Zion are full of
pride, and go with outstretched necks and wandering eyes, with their foot-
chains soundingwhen they go: 17The Lordwill send disease on the heads of
the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will let their secret parts be seen. 18 In
that day the Lord will take away the glory of their foot-rings, and their sun-
jewels, and their moon-ornaments, 19The ear-rings, and the chains, and the
delicate clothing, 20 The head-bands, and the arm-chains, and the worked
bands, and the perfume-boxes, and the jewels with secret powers, 21 The



Isaiah 3:22 703 Isaiah 5:10

rings, and the nose-jewels, 22 The feast-day dresses, and the robes, and the
wide skirts, and the handbags, 23The looking-glasses, and the fair linen, and
the high head-dresses, and the veils. 24And in the place of sweet spices will
be an evil smell, and for a fair band a thick cord; for a well-dressed head
therewill be the cutting-off of the hair, and for a beautiful robe therewill be
the clothing of sorrow; themark of the prisoner in place of the ornaments of
the free. 25 Your men will be put to the sword, and your men of war will
come to destruction in the fight. 26 And in the public places of her towns
will be sorrow and weeping; and she will be seated on the earth, waste and
uncovered.

4
1And in that day seven women will put their hands on one man, saying,

Therewill be no need for you to give us food or clothing, only let us go under
yourname, so that our shamemaybe takenaway. 2 In thatdaywill theyoung
growth of the Lord be beautiful in glory, and the fruit of the earthwill be the
pride of those who are still living in Israel. 3And it will come about that the
rest of the living in Zion, and of those who have been kept from destruction
in Jerusalem, will be named holy, even everyonewho has been recorded for
life in Jerusalem: 4When Zion has been washed from her sin by the Lord,
and Jerusalemmade clean fromher blood by a judging and a burningwind.
5And over every living-place on Mount Zion, all over all her meetings, the
Lord will make a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire
by night, for over all, the glory of the Lord will be a cover and a tent; 6And
a shade in the daytime from the heat, and a safe cover from storm and from
rain.

5
1 Let me make a song about my loved one, a song of love for his vine-

garden. My lovedonehadavine-gardenona fertile hill: 2Andafterworking
theearthof itwitha spade, he tookaway its stones, andput in it avery special
vine; and he put up a watchtower in the middle of it, hollowing out in the
rock a place for the grape-crushing; andhewas hoping that itwould give the
best grapes, but it gave common grapes. 3And now, you people of Jerusalem
and you men of Judah, be the judges between me and my vine-garden. 4 Is
there anything which might have been done for my vine-garden which I
have not done? why then, when I was hoping for the best grapes did it give
me common grapes? 5And now, this is what I will do to my vine-garden: I
will take away the circle of thorns round it, and it will be burned up; its wall
will be broken down and the beasts of the fieldwill go through it; 6And Iwill
make it waste; its branches will not be touched with the knife, or the earth
worked with the spade; but blackberries and thorns will come up in it: and
I will give orders to the clouds not to send rain on it. 7For the vine-garden of
the Lord of armies is the people of Israel, and themen of Judah are the plant
of his delight: and he was looking for upright judging, and there was blood;
for righteousness, and there was a cry for help. 8 Cursed are those who are
joining house to house, and putting field to field, till there is nomore living-
space for any but themselves in all the land! 9 The Lord of armies has said
to me secretly, Truly, numbers of great and fair houses will be waste, with
no one living in them. 10 For ten fields of vines will only give one measure
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of wine, and a great amount of seed will only give a small measure of grain.
11 Cursed are those who get up early in the morning to give themselves up
to strong drink; who keep on drinking far into the night till they are heated
with wine! 12And corded instruments and wind-instruments and wine are
in their feasts: but they give no thought to thework of the Lord, and they are
not interested in what his hands are doing. 13 For this cause my people are
taken away as prisoners into strange countries for need of knowledge: and
their rulers are wasted for need of food, and their loud-voiced feasters are
dry for need of water. 14 For this cause the underworld has made wide its
throat, opening its mouth without limit: and her glory, and the noise of her
masses, and her loud-voiced feasters, will go down into it. 15And the poor
man's head is bent, and the greatman goes down on his face, and the eyes of
pride are put to shame: 16But the Lord of armies is lifted up as judge, and the
Holy God is seen to be holy in righteousness. 17Then the lambs will get food
as in their grass-lands, and the fat cattle will be feasting in the waste places.
18Cursed are those whomake use of ox-cords for pulling the evil thing, and
thebandsof a youngox for their sin! 19Whosay, Let himdohisworkquickly,
let himmake it sudden, so that wemay see it: let the design of the Holy One
of Israel come near, so that it may be clear to us. 20 Cursed are those who
give the name of good to evil, and of evil to what is good: who make light
dark, and dark light: whomake bitter sweet, and sweet bitter! 21Cursed are
thosewho seemwise to themselves, andwho take pride in their knowledge!
22Cursed are those who are strong to take wine, and great in makingmixed
drinks! 23Who for a reward give support to the cause of the sinner, andwho
take away the righteousness of the upright from him. 24 For this cause, as
the waste of the grain is burned up by tongues of fire, and as the dry grass
goes down before the flame, so their root will be like the dry stems of grain,
and their flower will go up in dust: because they have gone against the law
of the Lord of armies, and have given no honour to theword of theHoly One
of Israel. 25 For this reason the wrath of the Lord has been burning against
his people, andhis handhasbeen stretchedout against them inpunishment,
and thehillswere shaking, and their deadbodieswere likewaste in theopen
places of the town. 26 And he will let a flag be lifted up as a sign to a far-
off nation, whistling to them from the ends of the earth: and they will come
quickly and suddenly. 27There is no weariness among them, and no man is
feeble-footed: they come without resting or sleeping, and the cord of their
shoes is not broken. 28 Their arrows are sharp, and every bow is bent: the
feet of their horses are like rock, and their wheels are like a rushing storm.
29The sound of their armieswill be like the voice of a lion, and their war-cry
like the noise of young lions: with loud cries they will come down on their
foodandwill take it awaysafely, and therewill benoone to take it outof their
hands. 30And his voicewill be loud over him in that day like the sounding of
the sea: and if a man's eyes are turned to the earth, it is all dark and full of
trouble; and the light is made dark by thick clouds.

6
1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord seated in his place, high

and lifted up, and the Temple was full of the wide skirts of his robe. 2Over
him were the winged ones: every one had six wings; two for covering his
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face, two for covering his feed, and two for flight. 3And one said in a loud
voice to another, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of armies: all the earth is full of
his glory. 4And the bases of the door-pillarswere shaking at the sound of his
cry, and the house was full of smoke. 5 Then I said, The curse is on me, and
my fate is destruction; for I am aman of unclean lips, living among a people
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies. 6Then a
winged one came tomewith a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken
from off the altar with the fire-spoon. 7And after touching my mouth with
it, he said, See, your lips have been touched with this; and your evil is taken
away, and you are made clean from sin. 8 And the voice of the Lord came
to my ears, saying, Whom am I to send, and who will go for us? Then I said,
Here am I, send me. 9 And he said, Go, and say to this people, You will go
on hearing, but learning nothing; you will go on seeing, but without getting
wiser. 10Make the hearts of this people fat, and let their ears be stopped, and
their eyes shut; for fear that they may see with their eyes, and be hearing
with their ears, and their heart may become wise, and they may be turned
tome andmadewell. 11Then I said, Lord, how long? And he said in answer,
Till the towns are waste and unpeopled, and the houses have no men, and
the landbecomes completelywaste, 12And theLordhas takenmen far away,
and therearewidewasteplaces in the land. 13Andeven if there is still a tenth
part in it, itwill againbeburned, like a treeof thewoodswhosebrokenend is
still in the earth after the tree has been cut down (the holy seed is the broken
end).

7
1 Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of

Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of
Remaliah, the king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to make war against it,
but were not able to overcome it. 2 And word came to the family of David
that Aram had put up its tents in Ephraim. And the king's heart, and the
hearts of his people, were moved, like the trees of the wood shaking in the
wind. 3Then the Lord said to Isaiah, Go out now, you and Shear-jashub, your
son, and you will come across Ahaz at the end of the stream flowing from
the higher pool, in the highway of the washerman's field; 4And say to him,
Take care and be quiet; have no fear, and do not let your heart be feeble,
because of these two ends of smoking fire-wood, because of the bitter wrath
of Rezin and Aram, and of the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Aram has made
evil designs against you, saying, 6 Let us go up against Judah, troubling her,
and forcing our way into her, and let us put up a king in her, even the son of
Tabeel: 7This is theword of the LordGod: This designwill not comeabout or
be effected. 8 For the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus
is Rezin (and in sixty-five years from now Ephraim will be broken, and will
no longer be a people): 9And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head
of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If you will not have faith, your kingdom will
be broken. 10 And Isaiah said again to Ahaz, 11Make a request to the Lord
your God for a sign, a sign in the deep places of the underworld, or in the
high heavens. 12But Ahaz said, I will not put the Lord to the test by making
such a request. 13 And he said, Give ear now, O family of David: is it not
enough that youaredrivingmen todisgust? will youdo the same tomyGod?
14For this cause the Lordhimselfwill give you a sign; a youngwoman is now
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with child, and she will give birth to a son, and she will give him the name
Immanuel. 15 Butter and honey will be his food, when he is old enough to
make a decision between evil and good. 16For before the child is old enough
tomake a decision between evil and good, the landwhose two kings you are
now fearing will have become waste. 17 The Lord is about to send on you,
and on your people, and on your father's house, such a time of trouble as
there has not been from the days of the separating of Ephraim from Judah;
even the coming of the king of Assyria. 18And it will be in that day that the
Lord will make a piping sound for the fly which is in the end of the rivers of
Egypt, and for the bee which is in the land of Assyria. 19And they will come,
covering all thewaste valleys, and the holes of the rocks, and the thorns, and
all the watering-places. 20 In that day will the Lord take away the hair of the
headandof the feet, aswell as thehair of the face,with ablade got for aprice
from the other side of the River; even with the king of Assyria. 21And it will
be in that day that amanwill give food to a young cowand two sheep; 22And
they will give so much milk that he will be able to have butter for his food:
for butter and honey will be the food of all who are still living in the land.
23 And it will be in that day that in every place where before there were a
thousand vines valued at a thousand shekels of silver, there will be nothing
but blackberries and thorns. 24Menwill come there with bows and arrows,
because all the land will be full of blackberries and thorns. 25And they will
send out the oxen and the sheep on all the hills which before were worked
with the spade, ... fear of blackberries and thorns.

8
1And the Lord said to me, Take a great writing-board, and on it put down

in common letters, Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 2And take true witnesses to the
writing, Uriah thepriest, andZechariah, the sonof Jeberechiah. 3And Iwent
in to my wife, and she became with child, and gave birth to a son. Then the
Lord said tome, Give him the nameMaher-shalal-hash-baz, 4For before the
child is able to say, Father, or, Mother, the wealth of Damascus and the goods
of Samaria will be taken away by the king of Assyria. 5 And the Lord said
again to me, 6 Because this people will have nothing to do with the softly-
flowing waters of Shiloah, and have fear of Rezin and Remaliah's son; 7 For
this cause the Lord is sending on them the waters of the River, deep and
strong, even the king ofAssyria andall his glory: and itwill comeup through
all its streams, overflowing all its edges: 8 And it will come on into Judah;
rushing on and overflowing, till the waters are up to the neck; ***and his
outstretched wings will be covering the land from side to side: for God is
with us. 9Have knowledge, O peoples, and be in fear; give ear, all you far-
off parts of the earth: 10 Let your designs be formed, and they will come to
nothing; give your orders, and they will not be effected: for God is with us.
11For the Lord, controlling mewith a strong hand, gaveme orders not to go
in the way of this people, saying, 12 Do not say, It is holy, about everything
of which this people says, It is holy; and do not be in fear of what they go in
fear of. 13 But let the Lord of armies be holy to you, and go in fear of him,
giving honour to him. 14And he will be for a holy place: but for a stone of
falling and a rock of trouble to the two houses of Israel, and to the men of
Jerusalem, for a net in which they may be taken. 15And numbers of them,
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falling on the stone, will be broken, and will be taken in the net. 16 Let my
teaching be kept secret: andmywords be given tomydisciples only. 17And I
will bewaiting for theLord,whose face is veiled fromthehouseof Jacob, and
I will be looking for him. 18See, I and the childrenwhom the Lord has given
me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of armies, whose
resting-place is inMountZion. 19Andwhen they say toyou,Make request for
us to those who have control of spirits, and to those wise in secret arts, who
make hollow bird-like sounds; is it not right for a people to make request to
their gods, to make request for the living to the dead? 20 Then say to them,
Put your faith in the teaching and the witness. ... If they do not say such
things. ... For him there is no dawn. ... 21And he will go through the land in
bitter trouble and in need of food; andwhen he is unable to get food, hewill
become angry, cursing his king and his God, and his eyes will be turned to
heaven on high; 22And he will be looking down on the earth, and there will
be trouble and dark clouds, black night where there is no seeing.

9
1 In earlier times hemade the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali of

small value, but after that he gave it glory, by theway of the sea, on the other
side of Jordan, Galilee of thenations. 2Thepeoplewhowent in thedarkhave
seen a great light, and for those who were living in the land of the deepest
night, the light is shining. 3You have made them very glad, increasing their
joy. They are glad before you as men are glad in the time of getting in the
grain, or when they make division of the goods taken in war. 4 For by your
hand the yoke on his neck and the rod on his back, even the rod of his cruel
master, have been broken, as in the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the
man of war with his sounding step, and the clothing rolled in blood, will
be for burning, food for the fire. 6 For to us a child has come, to us a son
is given; and the government has been placed in his hands; and he has been
named Wise Guide, Strong God, Father for ever, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the
increase of his rule and of peace there will be no end, on the seat of David,
and in his kingdom; to make it strong, supporting it with wise decision and
righteousness, now and for ever. By the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies
this will be done. 8 The Lord has sent a word to Jacob, and it has come on
Israel; 9And all the people will have experience of it, even Ephraim and the
men of Samaria, who say in the pride of their uplifted hearts, 10 The bricks
have comedown, butwewill put up buildings of cut stone in their place: the
sycamores are cut down, but theywill be changed to cedars. 11For this cause
the Lord has made strong the haters of Israel, driving them on to make war
against him; 12Aram on the east, and the Philistines on the west, who have
come against Israel with open mouths. For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretchedout still. 13But theheart of the peoplewasnot
turned tohimwhosentpunishmenton them, and theymadenoprayer to the
Lordofarmies. 14For this cause theLord tookaway fromIsraelheadand tail,
high and low, in one day. 15Themanwho is honoured and responsible is the
head, and the prophetwho gives false teaching is the tail. 16For the guides of
this people are the cause of their wandering from the right way, and those
who are guided by them come to destruction. 17For this cause the Lord will
have no pleasure in their young men, and no pity on their widows and the
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children without fathers: for they are all haters of God and evil-doers, and
foolish words come from every mouth. For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretchedout still. 18For evilwasburning like afire; the
blackberries and thorns were burned up; the thick woods took fire, rolling
up in dark clouds of smoke. 19The landwas dark with the wrath of the Lord
of armies: the peoplewere like thosewho takemen's flesh for food. 20On the
right a man was cutting off bits and was still in need; on the left a man took
ameal but had not enough; noman had pity on his brother; every manwas
making ameal of the flesh of his neighbour. 21Manassehwasmaking ameal
of Ephraim, and Ephraim of Manasseh; and together they were attacking
Judah. For all this hiswrath is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out
still.

10
1 Cursed are those who make evil decisions, and the writers who make

the records of their cruel acts: 2Who do wrong to the poor in their cause,
and take away the right of the crushed among my people, so that they may
have the property of widows, and get under their power those who have
no father. 3 And what will you do in the day of punishment, and in the
destruction which is coming from far? to whom will you go for help, and
what will become of your glory? 4 ... For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretched out still. 5Ho! Assyrian, the rod ofmywrath,
the instrument of my punishment! 6 I will send him against a nation of
wrongdoers, and against the people of my wrath I will give him orders, to
take their wealth in war, crushing them down like the dust in the streets.
7But this is notwhat is in hismind, and this is not his design; but his purpose
is destruction, and the cutting off of more and more nations. 8 For he says,
Are not all my captains kings? 9 Will not the fate of Calno be like that of
Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? 10 As
my hand has come on the kingdoms of the images, whose pictured images
were more in number than those of Jerusalem and Samaria; 11 So, as I have
done to Samariaandher images, Iwill do to Jerusalemandher images. 12For
this cause it will be that, when the purpose of the Lord against Mount Zion
and Jerusalem is complete, I will send punishment on the pride of the heart
of the king of Assyria, and on the glory of his uplifted eyes. 13For he has said,
By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my knowledge, for I am
wise: and I have taken away the limits of the peoples' lands, and the stores
of their wealth have become mine; and I have made towns low in the dust,
sending destruction on those living in them; 14And I have put my hands on
thewealth of the peoples, as on the place where a bird has put her eggs; and
as a man may take the eggs from which a bird has gone, so I have taken all
the earth for myself: and not a wing was moved, and not a mouth gave out
a sound. 15Will the axe say high-sounding words against him who is using
it, or the blade be full of pride against him who is cutting with it? As if a
rod had the power of shaking him who is using it, or as if a stick might take
up him who is not wood. 16 For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, will
make his fat becomewasted; and in his inner parts a fire will be lighted like
a burning flame. 17And the light of Israel will be for a fire, and his Holy One
for a flame: wasting and burning up his thorns in one day. 18 And he will
put an end to the glory of his woods and of his planted fields, soul and body
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together; and itwill be aswhen aman iswasted by disease. 19And the rest of
the trees of his wood will be small in number, so that a child may put them
down inwriting. 20And it will be in that day that the rest of Israel, and those
of Jacob who have come safely through these troubles, will no longer go for
help to himwhose rod was on their back, but their faith will be in the Lord,
the Holy One of Israel. 21 The rest, even the rest of Jacob, will come back
to the Strong God. 22 For though your people, O Israel, are as the sand of
the sea, only a small number will come back: for the destruction is fixed,
overflowing in righteousness. 23For the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about to
makedestructioncomplete inall the land. 24For this cause theLord, theLord
of armies, says, Omypeople living inZion, haveno fear of theAssyrian, even
if his rod comes on your back, and his stick is lifted up as in Egypt. 25For in a
very short timemypassionwill be over, andmywrathwill be turned to their
destruction. 26And the Lord of armieswill be shaking awhip against him, as
when he overcame Midian at the rock of Oreb: and his rod will be lifted up
against them as it was against the Egyptians. 27And in that day the weight
which he put on your back will be taken away, and his yoke broken from
off your neck. 28He has gone up from Pene-Rimmon, he has come to Aiath;
he has gone past Migron, at Michmash he puts his forces in order. 29 They
have gone across themountain; Gebawill be our resting-place tonight, they
say: Ramah is shaking with fear; Gibeah of Saul has gone in flight. 30Give a
loud cry, daughter of Gallim; let Laishah give ear; let Anathoth give answer
to her. 31Madmenah has gone; the men of Gebim are putting their goods in
a safe place. 32 This very day he is stopping at Nob; he is shaking his hand
against the mountain of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. 33 See,
the Lord, the Lord of armies, is cutting off his branches with a great noise,
and his strong ones are falling and his high ones are coming down. 34And
he is cutting down the thick places of the wood with an axe, and Lebanon
with its tall trees is coming down.

11
1And there will come a rod out of the broken tree of Jesse, and a branch

out of his roots will give fruit. 2 And the spirit of the Lord will be resting
on him, the spirit of wisdom and good sense, the spirit of wise guiding and
strength, the spirit of knowledge andof the fear of the Lord; 3Andhewill not
be guided in his judging by what he sees, or give decisions by the hearing of
his ears: 4Buthewill do right in the causeof thepoor, andgivewisedecisions
for those in the land who are in need; and the rod of his mouth will come
down on the cruel, and with the breath of his lips he will put an end to the
evil-doer. 5And righteousnesswill be the cord of his robe, and good faith the
band round his breast. 6And the wolf will be living with the lamb, and the
leopard will take his rest with the young goat; and the lion will take grass
for food like the ox; and the young lion will go with the young ones of the
herd; and a little childwill be their guide. 7And the cow and the bearwill be
friends while their young ones are sleeping together. 8And the child at the
breast will be playing by the hole of the snake, and the older child will put
his hand on the bright eye of the poison-snake. 9 There will be no cause of
pain or destruction in all my holy mountain: for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the sea is covered by thewaters. 10And in that day,
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the eyes of the nations will be turned to the root of Jesse which will be lifted
up as theflag of the peoples; andhis resting-placewill be glory. 11And in that
day the hand of the Lordwill be stretched out the second time to get back the
rest of his people, fromAssyria, and fromEgypt, and fromPathros, and from
Cush, and fromElam, and from Shinar, and fromHamath, and from the sea-
lands. 12 And he will put up a flag as a sign to the nations, and he will get
together those of Israel who had been sent away, and thewandering ones of
Judah, from the four ends of the earth. 13And the envy of Ephraim will be
gone, and those who make trouble for Judah will come to an end: Ephraim
will have nomore envy of Judah, and therewill be an end of Judah's hate for
Ephraim. 14And they will be united in attacking the Philistines on the west,
and together they will take the goods of the children of the east: their hand
will be on Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon will be under their
rule. 15 And the Lord will make the tongue of the Egyptian sea completely
dry; andwith his burningwindhis handwill be stretched out over the River,
and it will be parted into seven streams, so thatmenmay go over it with dry
feet. 16And there will be a highway for the rest of his people from Assyria;
as there was for Israel in the day when he came up out of the land of Egypt.

12
1And in that day you will say I will give praise to you, O Lord; for though

you were angry with me, your wrath is turned away, and I am comforted.
2 See, God is my salvation; I will have faith in the Lord, without fear: for the
Lord Jah ismy strength and song; and he has becomemy salvation. 3Sowith
joy will you get water out of the springs of salvation. 4And in that day you
will say, Give praise to the Lord, let his name be honoured, give word of his
doings among the peoples, say that his name is lifted up. 5Make a song to the
Lord; for he has done noble things: give news of them through all the earth.
6 Let your voice be sounding in a cry of joy, O daughter of Zion, for great is
the Holy One of Israel among you.

13
1The word of the Lord about Babylon which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw.

2 Put up a flag on a clear mountain-top, make a loud outcry to them, give
directionswith thehand, so that theymaygo into thedoors of the great ones.
3 I have given orders tomyholy ones, I have sent outmymen ofwar, those of
mine who take pride in their power, to give effect to my wrath. 4 The noise
of great numbers in the mountains, like the noise of a strong people! The
noise of the kingdoms of the nations meeting together! The Lord of armies
is numbering his forces for war. 5 They come from a far country, from the
farthest part ofheaven, even theLordand the instruments ofhiswrath,with
destruction for all the land. 6Send out a cry of grief; for the day of the Lord is
near; it comes as destruction from the Most High. 7 For this cause all hands
will be feeble, and every heart ofman be turned towater; 8Their hearts will
be full of fear; pains and sorrows will overcome them; they will be in pain
like a woman in childbirth; they will be shocked at one another; their faces
will be like flames. 9 See, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with wrath
and burning passion: to make the land a waste, driving the sinners in it to
destruction. 10 For the stars of heaven and its bright armies will not give
their light: the sun will be made dark in his journey through the heaven,
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and themoonwill keep back her light. 11And I will send punishment on the
world for its evil, and on the sinners for their wrongdoing; and I will put
an end to all pride, and will make low the power of the cruel. 12 I will make
men so small in number, that a man will be harder to get than gold, even
the best gold of Ophir. 13For this cause the heavens will be shaking, and the
earth will be moved out of its place, in the wrath of the Lord of armies, and
in the day of his burning passion. 14And it will be that, like a roe in flight,
and like wandering sheep, they will go every man to his people and to his
land. 15Everyone who is overtaken will have a spear put through him, and
everyonewho goes in flightwill be put to the sword. 16Their young children
will be brokenupbefore their eyes; their goodswill be taken away, and their
wives made the property of others. 17 See, I am driving the Medes against
them, who put no value on silver and have no pleasure in gold. 18 In their
hands are bows and spears; they are cruel, violently putting the youngmen
todeath, and crushing the youngwomen; theyhavenopity for children, and
no mercy for the fruit of the body. 19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,
the beautiful town which is the pride of the Chaldaeans, will be like God's
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 People will never be living in it
again, and itwill havenomoremen fromgeneration to generation: theArab
will not put up his tent there; and those who keep sheep will not make it a
resting-place for their flocks. 21 But the beasts of the waste land will have
their holes there; and the houses will be full of crying jackals, and ostriches
will have their place there, and evil spirits will be dancing there. 22 And
wolves will be answering one another in their towers, and jackals in their
houses of pleasure: her time is near, and her days of power will quickly be
ended.

14
1 For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will again make Israel his

special people, and will put them in their land; and the man from a strange
country will take his place among them and be joined to the family of Jacob.
2And the people will take them with them to their place: and the children
of Israel will give them a heritage in the Lord's land as men-servants and
women-servants, making them prisoners whose prisoners they were; and
they will be rulers over their masters. 3And it will be, in the day when the
Lord gives you rest from your sorrow, and from your trouble, and from the
hard yokewhich they had put on you, 4That youwill take up this bitter song
against the king of Babylon, and say, How has the cruel overseer come to an
end! Hewhowas lifted up in pride is cut off; 5The stick of the evil-doers, the
rod of the rulers, is broken by the Lord; 6He whose rod was on the peoples
with anunendingwrath, ruling the nations in passion,with anuncontrolled
rule. 7All the earth is at rest and is quiet: they are bursting into song. 8Even
the trees of the wood are glad over you, the trees of Lebanon, saying, From
the time of your fall no wood-cutter has come up against us with an axe.
9Theunderworld ismovedat your coming: the shadesof thedeadareawake
before you, even the strong ones of the earth; all the kings of theworld have
got up from their seats. 10 They all make answer and say to you, Have you
becomefeeble likeus? haveyoubeenmadeevenasweare? 11Yourpridehas
gonedown into theunderworld, and thenoise of your instruments ofmusic;
theworms are under you, and your body is coveredwith them. 12Howgreat
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is your fall fromheaven, O shining one, son of themorning! Howare you cut
down to the earth, low among the dead bodies! 13For you said in your heart,
I will go up to heaven, I will makemy seat higher than the stars of God; I will
takemyplaceon themountainof themeeting-placeof thegods, in the inmost
parts of the north. 14 I will go higher than the clouds; I will be like the Most
High. 15But youwill come down to the underworld, even to its inmost parts.
16 Those who see you will be looking on you with care, they will be in deep
thought, saying, Is this the troubler of the earth, the shaker of kingdoms?
17Who made the world a waste, overturning its towns; who did not let his
prisoners loose from theprison-house. 18All the kings of the earth are at rest
in glory, every man in his house, 19But you, like a birth before its time, are
stretched out with no resting-place in the earth; clothed with the bodies of
thedeadwhohavebeenput to the sword,whogodown to the lowest parts of
the underworld; a dead body, crushed under foot. 20As for your fathers, you
will not be united with them in their resting-place, because you have been
the cause of destruction to your land, and of death to your people; the seed
of the evil-doer will have no place in the memory of man. 21Make ready a
place of death for his children, because of the evil-doing of their father; so
that theymaynot comeupand take the earth for their heritage, covering the
face of the world with waste places. 22For I will come up against them, says
the Lord of armies, cutting off from Babylon name and offspring, son and
son's son, says the Lord. 23And I will make you a heritage for the hedgehog,
and pools of water: and I will go through it with the brush of destruction,
says theLordof armies. 24TheLordhas takenanoath, saying,Mydesignwill
certainly come about, andmypurposewill be effected: 25To let the Assyrian
be broken in my land, and crushed under foot on mymountains: there will
his yoke be taken away from them, and his rule over them come to an end.
26This is the purpose for all the earth: and this is the hand stretched out over
all nations. 27For it is the purpose of the Lord of armies, and whowill make
it of no effect? when his hand is stretched out, by whom may it be turned
back? 28 In the year of the death of King Ahaz thisword came to the prophet:
29 Be not glad, O Philistia, all of you, because the rod which was on you is
broken: for out of the snake's root will come a poison-snake, and its fruit
will be awinged poison-snake. 30And the poorest of the landwill have food,
and those in needwill be given a safe resting-place: but your seedwill come
toanend forneedof food, and the rest of youwill beput to the sword. 31Send
out a cry, O door! Make sounds of sorrow, O town! All your land has come to
nothing, O Philistia; for there comes a smoke out of the north, and everyone
keeps his place in the line. 32What answer, then, will my people give to the
representatives of the nation? That the Lord is the builder of Zion, and she
will be a safe place for the poor of his people.

15
1 The word about Moab. For in a night Ar of Moab has become waste,

and is seen no longer; for in a night Kir of Moab has become waste, and
is seen no longer. 2 The daughter of Dibon has gone up to the high places,
weeping: Moab is sounding her cry of sorrow over Nebo, and over Medeba:
everywhere the hair of the head and of the face is cut off. 3 In their streets
theyare covering themselveswithhaircloth: on the tops of their houses, and
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in their public places, there is crying andbitterweeping. 4Heshbon is crying
out, and Elealeh; their voice is sounding even to Jahaz: for this cause the
heart of Moab is shaking; his soul is shaking with fear. 5My heart is crying
out for Moab; her people go in flight to Zoar, and to Eglath-shelishiyah: for
they goupwithweepingby the slopeof Luhith; on theway toHoronaim they
sendupa cryof destruction. 6Thewaters ofNimrimwill becomedry: for the
grass is burned up, the young grass is coming to an end, every green thing is
dead. 7 For this cause they will take away their wealth, and the stores they
have got together, over the streamof thewater-plants. 8For the cry has gone
round the limits of Moab; as far as to Eglaim and Beer-elim. 9For the waters
of Dimon are full of blood: and I'm sending even more on Moab, a lion on
those of Moabwho go in flight, and on the rest of the land.

16
1And they will send ... to the mountain of the daughter of Zion. 2 For the

daughters of Moabwill be like wandering birds, like a place fromwhich the
young birds have gone in flight, at the ways across the Arnon. 3 Give wise
directions, make a decision; let your shade be as night in full day: keep safe
those who are in flight; do not give up the wandering ones. 4Let those who
have been forced out of Moab have a resting-place with you; be a cover to
them from him who is making waste their land: till the cruel ones are cut
off, andwastinghas come toanend, and thosewho takepleasure in crushing
the poor are gone from the land. 5Then a king's seat will be based onmercy,
and one will be seated on it in the tent of David for ever; judging uprightly,
and quick to do righteousness. 6We have had word of the pride of Moab,
how great it is; how he is lifted up in pride and passion: his high words
about himself are false. 7 For this cause everyone in Moab will give cries
of grief for Moab: crushed to the earth, they will be weeping for the men
of Kir-hareseth. 8 For the fields of Heshbon are waste, the vine of Sibmah
is dead; the lords of nations were overcome by the produce of her vines;
her vine-plants went as far as Jazer, and came even to the waste land; her
branches were stretched out to the sea. 9 For this cause my sorrow for the
vine of Sibmah will be like the weeping for Jazer: my eyes are dropping
water on you, O Heshbon and Elealeh! For they are sounding the war-cry
over your summer fruits and the getting in of your grain; 10 And all joy is
gone; no longer are they glad for the fertile field; and in the vine-gardens
there are no songs or sounds of joy: the crushing of grapes has come to an
end, and its glad cry has been stopped. 11For this cause the cords ofmyheart
are sounding for Moab, and I am full of sorrow for Kir-heres. 12And when
Moab goes up to the high place, andmakes prayer in the house of his god, it
will have no effect. 13 This is the word which the Lord said about Moab in
the past. 14But now the Lord has said, In three years, the years of a servant
working for payment, the glory ofMoab, all that great people, will be turned
to shame, and the rest of Moab will be very small and without honour.

17
1 The word about Damascus. See, they have made Damascus a town no

longer; it has become a waste place. 2 Her towns are unpeopled for ever;
there the flocks take their rest in peace, without fear. 3The strong tower has
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gone from Ephraim, and the kingdom fromDamascus: the rest of Aramwill
come to destruction, andbemade like the glory of the children of Israel, says
the Lord of armies. 4And it will be in that day that the glory of Jacob will be
made small, and the strength of his body will become feeble. 5 And it will
be like a man cutting the growth of his grain, pulling together the heads of
the grain with his arm; even as when they get in the grain in the valley of
Rephaim. 6But itwill be like aman shaking anolive-tree, somethingwill still
be there, two or three berries on the top of the highest branch, four or five
on the outside branches of a fertile tree, says the Lord, the God of Israel. 7 In
that day a man's heart will be turned to his Maker, and his eyes to the Holy
One of Israel. 8He will not be looking to the altars, the work of his hands,
or to the wood pillars or to the sun-images which his fingers have made.
9 In that day your towns will be like the waste places of the Hivites and the
Amoriteswhich the children of Israel took for a heritage, and theywill come
todestruction. 10Foryouhavenot givenhonour to theGodof your salvation,
andhavenot kept inmind theRockof your strength; for this cause youmade
a garden of Adonis, and put in it the vine-cuttings of a strange god; 11 In the
day of your planting youwerewatching its growth, and in themorning your
seedwas flowering: but its fruit is wasted away in the day of grief and bitter
sorrow. 12Ah! thevoiceofpeoples, like the loud soundingof the seas, and the
thundering of great nations rushing on like the bursting out ofwaters! 13But
hewill put a stop to them, andmake them go in flight far away, driving them
like thewaste of the grain on the tops of themountains before thewind, and
like the circling dust before the storm. 14 In the evening there is fear, and in
themorning they are gone. This is the fate of those who take our goods, and
the reward of those who violently take our property for themselves.

18
1 Ho! land of the sounding of wings, on the other side of the rivers of

Ethiopia: 2 Which sends its representatives by the sea, even in ships of
papyrus on the waters. Go back quickly, O representatives, to a nation tall
and smooth, to a people causing fear through all their history; a strong
nation, crushing down its haters, whose land is cut through by rivers. 3All
you peoples of the world, and you who are living on the earth, when a flag
is lifted up on themountains, give attention; andwhen the horn is sounded,
give ear. 4 For this is what the Lord has said to me: I will be quiet, watching
from my place; like the clear heat when the sun is shining, like a mist of
dew in the heat of summer. 5 For before the time of getting in the grapes,
after the opening of the bud, when the flower has become a grape ready for
crushing, he will take away the small branches with knives, cutting down
and taking away thewide-stretching branches. 6Theywill be for the birds of
the mountains, and for the beasts of the earth: the birds will come down on
them in the summer, and the beasts of the earth in the winter. 7 In that time
anofferingwill bemade to theLordof armies fromapeople tall and smooth,
causing fear through all their history; a strong nation, crushing down its
haters, whose land is cut through by rivers, an offering taken to the place
of the name of the Lord of armies, evenMount Zion.

19
1 The word about Egypt. See, the Lord is seated on a quick-moving cloud,
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and is coming to Egypt: and the false gods of Egypt will be troubled at his
coming, and the heart of Egypt will be turned to water. 2And I will send the
Egyptians against the Egyptians: and theywill be fighting every one against
his brother, and every one against his neighbour; town against town, and
kingdom against kingdom. 3And the spirit of Egypt will be troubled in her,
and I will make her decisions without effect: and they will be turning to the
false gods, and to those who make hollow sounds, and to those who have
control of spirits, and to those who are wise in secret arts. 4And I will give
the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel lord; and a hard king will be their
ruler, says the Lord, the Lord of armies. 5And the waters of the sea will be
cut off, and the river will become dry and waste: 6And the rivers will have
an evil smell; the stream of Egypt will become small and dry: all the water-
plants will come to nothing. 7 The grass-lands by the Nile, and everything
planted by the Nile, will become dry, or taken away by the wind, and will
come to an end. 8 The fishermen will be sad, and all those who put fishing-
lines into the Nile will be full of grief, and those whose nets are stretched
out on the waters will have sorrow in their hearts. 9And all the workers in
linen thread, and those whomake cotton cloth, will be put to shame. 10And
the makers of twisted thread will be crushed, and those who ... will be sad
in heart. 11 The chiefs of Zoan are completely foolish; the wisest guides of
Pharaoh have become like beasts: how do you say to Pharaoh, I am the son
of the wise, the offspring of early kings? 12Where, then, are yourwisemen?
let them make clear to you, let them give you knowledge of the purpose of
the Lord of armies for Egypt. 13The chiefs of Zoan have become foolish, the
chiefs of Noph are tricked, the heads of her tribes are the cause of Egypt's
wandering out of theway. 14The Lord has sent among thema spirit of error:
and by them Egypt is turned out of the right way in all her doings, as a man
overcome by wine is uncertain in his steps. 15And in Egypt there will be no
work for anyman, heador tail, high or low, to do. 16 In that day theEgyptians
will be like women: and the land will be shaking with fear because of the
waving of the Lord's hand stretched out over it. 17 And the land of Judah
will become a cause of great fear to Egypt; whenever its name comes to
mind, Egypt will be in fear before the Lord of armies because of his purpose
against it. 18 In that day there will be five towns in the land of Egypt using
the language of Canaan, and making oaths to the Lord of armies; and one
of them will be named, The Town of the Sun. 19 In that day there will be an
altar to the Lord in the middle of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord
at the edge of the land. 20And it will be a sign and a witness to the Lord of
armies in the land of Egypt: when they are crying out to the Lord because
of their cruel masters, then he will send them a saviour and a strong one
to make them free. 21 And the Lord will give the knowledge of himself to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will give honour to the Lord in that day; they will
give him worship with offerings and meal offerings, and will take an oath
to the Lord and give effect to it. 22 And the Lord will send punishment on
Egypt, andwillmake themwell again; andwhen they come back to the Lord
he will give ear to their prayer and take away their disease. 23 In that day
there will be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into
Egypt, andEgyptwill come intoAssyria; and the Egyptianswill giveworship
to the Lord togetherwith the Assyrians. 24 In that day Israel will be the third
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together with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the earth: 25 Because of the
blessing of the Lord of armies which he has given them, saying, A blessing
on Egyptmy people, and on Assyria the work ofmy hands, and on Israel my
heritage.

20
1 In the year when the Tartan came to Ashdod, sent by Sargon, king of

Assyria, and made war against it and took it; 2 At that time the word of
the Lord came to Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saying, Go, and take off your
robe, and your shoes from your feet; and he did so, walking unclothed and
without shoes on his feet. 3 And the Lord said, As my servant Isaiah has
gone unclothed and without shoes for three years as a sign and a wonder
to Egypt and Ethiopia, 4 So will the king of Assyria take away the prisoners
of Egypt and those forced out of Ethiopia, young and old, unclothed and
without shoes, andwith backs uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 5And they
will be full of fear, andwill no longer have faith in Ethiopia which was their
hope, or in Egyptwhichwas their glory. 6And those living by the seawill say
in that day, See the fate of our hope towhomwewent for help and salvation
from the king of Assyria: what hope have we then of salvation?

21
1The word about the waste land. As storm-winds in the South go rushing

through, it comes from the waste land, from the land greatly to be feared.
2A vision of fear comes before my eyes; the worker of deceit goes on in his
false way, and the waster goes on making waste. Up! Elam; to the attack!
Media; I have put an end to her sorrow. 3 For this cause I am full of bitter
grief; pains like the pains of a woman in childbirth have come on me: I am
bent down with sorrow at what comes to my ears; I am shocked by what
I see. 4My mind is wandering, fear has overcome me: the evening of my
desire has been turned into shaking for me. 5 They make ready the table,
they put down the covers, they take food anddrink. Up! you captains; put oil
on your breastplates. 6For so has the Lord said tome, Go, let awatchman be
placed; let himgiveword ofwhat he sees: 7Andwhenhe seeswar-carriages,
horsemen by twos, war-carriages with asses, war-carriages with camels, let
him give special attention. 8And the watchman gave a loud cry, Omy lord, I
amon thewatchtower all day, and amplaced inmywatch every night: 9See,
here come war-carriages with men, horsemen by twos: and in answer he
said, Babylon ismade low, ismade low, and all her images are broken on the
earth. 10Omycrushed ones, the grain ofmyfloor! I have given you theword
which came to me from the Lord of armies, the God of Israel. 11 The word
about Edom. A voice comes to me from Seir, Watchman, how far gone is the
night? how far gone is the night? 12 The watchman says, The morning has
come, but night is still to come: if you have questions to put, put them, and
come back again. 13 The word about Arabia. In the thick woods of Arabia
will be your night's resting-place, O travelling bands of Dedanites! 14 Give
water to himwho is in need ofwater; give bread, Omen of the land of Tema,
to those in flight. 15For they are in flight from the sharp sword, and the bent
bow, and from the trouble of war. 16For so has the Lord said tome, In a year,
by the years of a servant working for payment, all the glory of Kedar will
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come toanend: 17And therest of thebowmen, themenofwarof thechildren
of Kedar, will be small in number: for the Lord, the God of Israel, has said it.

22
1Theword about the valley of vision. Whyhave all your people gone up to

the house-tops? 2 You, who are full of loud voices, a town of outcries, given
up to joy; your dead men have not been put to the sword, or come to their
death in war. 3 All your rulers ... have gone in flight; all your strong ones
have gone far away. 4 For this cause I have said, Let your eyes be turned
away fromme inmy bitter weeping; I will not be comforted for the wasting
of thedaughter ofmypeople. 5For it is a dayof trouble andof crushingdown
and of destruction from the Lord, the Lord of armies, in the valley of vision;
... 6And Elam was armed with arrows, and Aram came on horseback; and
the breastplate of Kir was uncovered. 7And your most fertile valleys were
full ofwar-carriages, and thehorsemen tookup theirpositions in frontof the
town. 8He took away the cover of Judah; and in that day you were looking
with care at the store of arms in the house of the woods. 9And you saw all
the broken places in the wall of the town of David: and you got together the
waters of the lower pool. 10And youhad the houses of Jerusalemnumbered,
pulling down the houses tomake thewall stronger. 11And youmade a place
between the two walls for storing the waters of the old pool: but you gave
no thought to himwho had done this, andwere not looking to him bywhom
it had been purposed long before. 12 And in that day the Lord, the Lord of
armies, was looking for weeping, and cries of sorrow, cutting off of the hair,
and putting on the clothing of grief: 13But in place of these therewas joy and
delight, oxen and sheepwere beingmade ready for food, there was feasting
and drinking: men said, Now is the time for food and wine, for tomorrow
death comes. 14 And the Lord of armies said to me secretly, Truly, this sin
will not be taken from you till your death, says the Lord, the Lord of armies.
15 The Lord, the Lord of armies, says, Go to this person in authority, this
Shebna, who is over the house; who has made himself a resting-place on
high, cutting out a place for himself in the rock, and say, 16 Who are you,
and bywhat right have youmade for yourself a resting-place here? 17See, O
strong man, the Lord will send you violently away, gripping you with force,
18Twisting you round and round like a ball he will send you out into a wide
country: there you will come to your end, and there will be the carriages
of your pride, O shame of your lord's house! 19 And I will have you forced
out of your place of authority, and pulled down from your position. 20And
in that day I will send for my servant, Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah: 21 And I
will put your robe onhim, and put your band about him, and Iwill give your
authority into his hand: and hewill be a father to themen of Jerusalem, and
to the family of Judah. 22And I will give the key of the family of David into
his care; and what he keeps open will be shut by no one, and what he keeps
shut no one will make open. 23And I will put him like a nail in a safe place;
and he will be for a seat of glory to his father's family. 24 And all the glory
of his father's family will be hanging on him, all their offspring, every small
vessel, even the cups and the basins. 25 In that day, says the Lord of armies,
will the nail fixed in a safe place give way; and it will be cut down, and in its
fall the weight hanging on it will be cut off, for the Lord has said it.
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23
1 The word about Tyre. Let a cry of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish,

because your strong place is made waste; on the way back from the land
of Kittim the news is given to them. 2 Send out a cry of grief, you men of
the sea-land, traders of Zidon, who go over the sea, whose representatives
are on great waters; 3 Who get in the seed of Shihor, whose wealth is the
trade of the nations. 4 Be shamed, O Zidon: for the sea, the strong place of
the sea has said, I have not been with child, or given birth; I have not taken
care of young men, or kept watch over the growth of virgins. 5When the
news comes to Egypt they will be bitterly pained at the fate of Tyre. 6 Go
over to Tarshish; give cries of sorrow, O men of the sea-land. 7 Is this the
town which was full of joy, whose start goes back to times long past, whose
wanderings took her into far-off countries? 8 By whom was this purposed
against Tyre, the crowning town, whose traders are chiefs, whose business
men are honoured in the land? 9 It was the purpose of the Lord of armies to
put pride to shame, to make sport of the glory of those who are honoured
in the earth. 10 Let your land be worked with the plough, O daughter of
Tarshish; there is no longer any harbour. 11His hand is stretched out over
the sea, the kingdoms are shaking: the Lord has given orders about Canaan,
tomakewaste its strongplaces. 12Andhesaid, There isnomore joy foryou,O
crushed virgin daughter of Zidon: up! go over to Kittim; even there youwill
have no rest. 13 ... 14Let a cry of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish: because
your strong place ismadewaste. 15And itwill be in that day that Tyrewill go
out of mind for seventy years, that is, the days of one king: after the end of
seventy years itwill be for Tyre as in the song of the loosewoman. 16Take an
instrument of music, go about the town, O loose woman who has gone out
from the memory of man; make sweet melody with songs, so that you may
come back to men's minds. 17And it will be after the end of seventy years,
that the Lord will have mercy on Tyre, and she will go back to her trade,
acting as a loose woman with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of
the earth. 18And her goods and her trade will be holy to the Lord: they will
not be kept back or stored up; for her produce will be for those living in the
Lord's land, to give them food for their needs, and fair clothing.

24
1 See, the Lord is making the earth waste and unpeopled, he is turning it

upside down, and sending the people in all directions. 2 And it will be the
same for the people as for the priest; for the servant as for his master; and
for thewoman-servant as for her owner; the same for the one offering goods
for a price as for him who takes them; the same for him who gives money
at interest and for him who takes it; the same for him who lets others have
the use of his property as for those who make use of it. 3 The earth will be
completely waste and without men; for this is the word of the Lord. 4 The
earth is sorrowing and wasting away, the world is full of grief and wasting
away, the high ones of the earth come to nothing. 5The earth has beenmade
unclean by those living in it; because the laws have not been kept by them,
the orders have been changed, and the eternal agreement has been broken.
6For this cause the earth is givenup to the curse, and those in it are judged as
sinners: for this cause those living on the earth are burned up, and the rest
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are small in number. 7 The new wine is thin, the vine is feeble, and all the
glad-hearted make sounds of grief. 8 The pleasing sound of all instruments
of music has come to an end, and the voices of those who are glad. 9 There
is no more drinking of wine with a song; strong drink will be bitter to those
who take it. 10The town is waste and broken down: every house is shut up,
so that nomanmay come in. 11There is a crying in the streets because of the
wine; there is an end of all delight, the joy of the land is gone. 12 In the town
all iswaste, and in the public place is destruction. 13For itwill be in the heart
of the earth among the peoples, like the shaking of an olive-tree, as the last of
the grapes after the getting-in is done. 14But those will be making sounds of
joy; they will be crying loudly from the sea for the glory of the Lord. 15Give
praise to the Lord in the east, to the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, in
the sea-lands. 16Fromthe farthestpart of theearthcomes the soundof songs,
glory to the upright. But I said, I amwasting away,wasting away, the curse is
on me! The false ones go on in their false way, yes, they go on acting falsely.
17Fear, anddeath, and thenet, are comeonyou, Opeople of the earth. 18And
it will be that he who goes in flight from the sound of fear will be overtaken
by death; and he who gets free from death will be taken in the net: for the
windows on high are open, and the bases of the earth are shaking. 19 The
earth is completely broken, it is parted in two, it is violently moved. 20 The
earth will be moving uncertainly, like a man overcome by drink; it will be
shaking like a tent; and theweight of its sinwill be on it, crushing it down so
that itwill not get up again. 21And in that day the Lordwill sendpunishment
on the army of the high ones on high, and on the kings of the earth on the
earth. 22 And they will be got together, like prisoners in the prison-house;
and after a long time theywill have their punishment. 23Then themoonwill
be veiled, and the sun put to shame; for the Lord of armies will be ruling in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his judges he will let his glory be
seen.

25
1OLord, youaremyGod; Iwill givepraise toyou, Iwill givehonour toyour

name; for youhave done great acts of power; your purposes in the past have
been made true and certain in effect. 2 For you have made a town a waste
place: a strong town a mass of broken walls; the tower of the men of pride
has come to an end; it will never be put up again. 3 For this cause will the
strong people give glory to you, the town of the cruel ones will be in fear of
you. 4For you have been a strong place for the poor and the crushed in their
trouble, a safe place from the storm, a shade from the heat, when the wrath
of the cruel ones is like a winter storm. 5As heat by the shade of a cloud, the
noise of themenof pridehas beenmadequiet by you; as heat by the shade of
a cloud, the song of the cruel ones has been stopped. 6And in this mountain
will the Lord of armies make for all peoples a feast of good things, a feast of
wines long stored, of good things sweet to the taste, of wines long kept and
tested. 7And in this mountain he will put an end to the shade covering the
face of all peoples, and the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8He has
put an end to death for ever; and the Lord God will take away all weeping;
and he will put an end to the shame of his people in all the earth: for the
Lord has said it. 9And in that day it will be said, See, this is our God; we have
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been waiting for him, and he will be our saviour: this is the Lord in whom
is our hope; we will be glad and have delight in his salvation. 10 For in this
mountain will the hand of the Lord come to rest, and Moab will be crushed
down in his place, even as the dry stems of the grain are crushed under foot
in the waste place. 11And if he puts out his hands, like a man stretching out
his hands in swimming, the Lord will make low his pride, however expert
his designs. 12And the strong tower of your walls has been broken by him,
made low, and crushed even to the dust.

26
1 In that day will this song bemade in the land of Judah: We have a strong

town; he will make salvation our walls and towers. 2Let the doors be open,
so that the upright nation which keeps faith may come in. 3Themanwhose
heart is unmoved you will keep in peace, because his hope is in you. 4 Let
your hope be in the Lord for ever: for the Lord Jah is an unchanging Rock.
5 For he has made low those who are lifted up, all the people of the town
of pride: he makes it low, crushing it down to the earth; he makes it low
in the dust. 6 It will be crushed under the feet of the poor and the steps of
those who are in need. 7Theway of the goodman is straight; the road of the
upright is made smooth by you. 8Wehave beenwaiting for you, O Lord; the
desire of our soul is for the memory of your name. 9 In the night the desire
of my soul has been for you; early will my spirit be searching for you; for
when your punishments come on the earth, the people of the world will get
the knowledge of righteousness. 10 Even if you are kind to the evil-doer, he
will not go after righteousness; even in the land of the upright hewill still go
on in his wrongdoing, and will not see the glory of the Lord. 11 Lord, your
hand is lifted up, but they do not see: let them see ... yes, your haters will be
burned up in the fire. 12 Lord, you will give us peace: for all our works are
the outcome of your purpose. 13O Lord, our God, other lords than you have
had rule over us; but in you only is our salvation, and no other name will
we take on our lips. 14 The dead will not come back to life: their spirits will
not come back to earth; for this cause you have sent destruction on them,
so that the memory of them is dead. 15 You have made the nation great, O
Lord, you havemade it great; glory is yours: you havemade wide the limits
of the land. 16Lord, in trouble our eyes have been turned to you, we sent up
aprayerwhenyour punishmentwas onus. 17As awomanwith child,whose
time is near, is troubled, crying out in her pain; so have we been before you,
O Lord. 18We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have given
birth towind; no salvationhas come to the earth throughus, andno children
havecome into theworld. 19Yourdeadwill comeback; theirdeadbodieswill
come to life again. Those in the dust, awaking from their sleep, will send out
a song; for your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the
shades. 20 Come, my people, into your secret places, and let your doors be
shut: keep yourself safe for a short time, till his wrath is over. 21For the Lord
is coming out of his place to send punishment on the people of the earth for
their evil-doing: the earth will let the blood drained out on her be seen, and
will keep her dead covered no longer.

27
1 In that day the Lord, with his great and strong and cruel sword, will send
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punishment on Leviathan, the quick-moving snake, and on Leviathan, the
twisted snake; and he will put to death the dragon which is in the sea. 2 In
that day it will be said, A vine-garden of delight, make a song about it. 3 I, the
Lord, amwatching it; I will give it water at all times: I will keep it night and
day, for fear that any damage comes to it. 4My passion is over: if the thorns
were fighting against me, I would make an attack on them, and they would
be burned up together. 5Or let him put himself under my power, and make
peacewithme. 6 In days to come Jacobwill take root: Israelwill put out buds
andflowers; and the face of theworldwill be full of fruit. 7 Is his punishment
like the punishment of those who overcame him? or are his dead as great
in number as those he put to the sword? 8 Your anger against her has been
made clear by driving her away; he has taken her awaywith his storm-wind
in the day of his east wind. 9 So by this will the sin of Jacob be covered, and
this is all the fruit of taking away his punishment; when all the stones of the
altar are crushed together, so that the wood pillars and the sun-images will
not be put up again. 10 For the strong town is without men, an unpeopled
living-place; and she has become a waste land: there the young ox will take
his rest, and its branches will be food for him. 11When its branches are dry
they will be broken off; the women will come and put fire to them: for it is
a foolish people; for this cause he who made them will have no mercy on
them, and he whose work they are will not have pity on them. 12And it will
be in that day that the Lord will get together his grain, from the River to the
stream of Egypt, and youwill be got together with care, O children of Israel.
13And it will be in that day that a great hornwill be sounded; and thosewho
were wandering in the land of Assyria, and those who had been sent away
into the land of Egypt, will come; and they will give worship to the Lord in
the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1Ho! crown of pride of those who are given up to wine in Ephraim, and

the dead flower of his glorywhich is on the head of thosewho are overcome
by strong drink! 2 See, the Lord has a strong and cruel one; like a rain of
ice, a storm of destruction, like the overflowing of a strong river, he will
violently overcome them. 3 The crown of pride of those who are given up
to wine in Ephraim will be crushed under foot; 4And the dead flower of his
glory,which is on the head of the fertile valley,will be like thefirst early fruit
before the summer; which aman takes and puts in hismouth theminute he
sees it. 5 In that day will the Lord of armies be a crown of glory, and a fair
ornament, to the rest of his people; 6And a spirit ofwisdom to the judge, and
strength to those who keep back the attackers at the door of the town. 7And
further, these are uncertain through wine, and have gone out of the right
way through strong drink: the priest and the prophet are uncertain through
strong drink, they are overcome by wine, they have gone out of the way
through strong drink; their vision is false, they go wrong in their decisions.
8 For all the tables are covered with coughed-up food, so that there is not a
clean place. 9To whomwill he give knowledge? and to whomwill he make
clear the word? Will it be to those who have newly given up milk, and who
have onlynowbeen taken from thebreast? 10For it is one rule after another;
one line after another; here a little, there a little. 11No, but with broken talk,
and with a strange tongue, he will give his word to this people: 12 To whom
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he said, This is the rest, give rest to him who is tired; and by this you may
get new strength; but they would not give ear. 13 For this cause the word
of the Lord will be to them rule after rule, line after line, here a little, there
a little; so that they may go on their way, and falling back may be broken,
and taken in the net. 14 Give ear then to the word of the Lord, you men of
pride, the rulers of this people in Jerusalem: 15 Because you have said, We
have made death our friend, and with the underworld we have made an
agreement; when the overflowing waters come through they will not come
near us; for we are looking to false words for help, taking cover in what is
untrue: 16For this cause says theLordGod, See, I amplacing inZionasabase,
a stone, a tested stone, an angle-stone which is certain and of great value:
and he who has faith will not give way. 17And I will make right decision the
measuring-line, and righteousness the weight: and the ice-storm will take
away the safe place of false words, and the secret place will be covered by
the flowing waters. 18 And the help you were looking for from death will
come to nothing, and your agreement with the underworld will be broken;
when the overflowing waters come through, then you will be overcome by
them. 19Whenever they come through they will overtake you; for they will
come through morning after morning, by day and by night: and the news
will be nothing but fear. 20 For the bed is not long enough for a man to be
stretched out on: and the cover is not wide enough for him to be covered
with. 21For the Lordwill come up as onMount Perazim, hewill bemoved to
wrath as in the valley of Gibeon; so that he may do his work— strange is his
work; and give effect to his act — unnatural is his act. 22And now, take care
that you do not make sport of him, or your bands will be made strong; for I
have had word from the Lord, the Lord of armies, of an end, of a complete
end, which is to come on all the land. 23 Let your ears be open to my voice;
give attention to what I say. 24 Is the ploughman for ever ploughing? does
he not get the earth ready and broken up for the seed? 25When the face of
the earth has been levelled, does he not put in the different sorts of seed,
and the grain in lines, and the barley in its place, and the spelt at the edge?
26For his God is his teacher, giving him the knowledge of these things. 27For
the fitches are not crushed with a sharp instrument, and a cart-wheel is not
rolled over the cummin; but the grain of the fitches is hammered out with
a stick, and of the cummin with a rod. 28 Is the grain for bread crushed?
He does not go on crushing it for ever, but he lets his cart-wheels and his
horses go over it without crushing it. 29This comes from the Lord of armies,
purposing wonders, and wise in all his acts.

29
1 Ho! Ariel, Ariel, the town against which David made war; put year to

year, let the feasts come round: 2And I will send trouble on Ariel, and there
will be weeping and cries of grief; and she will be tome as Ariel. 3And I will
make war on you like David, and you will be shut in by earthworks, and I
willmake towers roundyou. 4Andyouwill bemade low, and your voicewill
come out of the earth, and your words will be low out of the dust; and your
voice will come out of the earth like that of a spirit, making bird-like noises
out of the dust. 5And the army of your attackers will be like small dust, and
all the cruel ones like dry stems gone before thewind; suddenly it will come
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about. 6 The Lord of armies will come in with thunder and earth-shaking
and great noise, with rushingwind and storm, and the flameof burning fire.
7 And all the nations making war on Ariel, and all those who are fighting
against her and shutting her in with their towers, will be like a dream, like
a vision of the night. 8And it will be like aman desiring food, and dreaming
that he is feasting; but when he is awake there is nothing in his mouth: or
like a man in need of water, dreaming that he is drinking; but when he
is awake he is feeble and his soul is full of desire: so will all the nations
be which make war on Mount Zion. 9 Be surprised and full of wonder; let
your eyes be covered and be blind: be overcome, but not withwine; gowith
uncertain steps, but not because of strong drink. 10For the Lord has sent on
you a spirit of deep sleep; and by him your eyes, the prophets, are shut, and
your heads, the seers, are covered. 11And the vision of all this has become to
you like the words of a book which is shut, which men give to one who has
knowledge of writing, saying, Make clear to us what is in the book: and he
says, I am not able to, for the book is shut: 12And they give it to one without
learning, saying, Make clear to uswhat is in the book: and he says, I have no
knowledgeofwriting. 13And theLord said, because this people comenear to
mewith their mouths, and give honour tomewith their lips, but their heart
is far fromme, and their fear ofme is false, a rule given themby the teaching
of men; 14 For this cause I will again do a strange thing among this people,
a thing to be wondered at: and the wisdom of their wise men will come to
nothing, and the sense of their guides will no longer be seen. 15 Cursed are
those who go deep to keep their designs secret from the Lord, and whose
works are in the dark, and who say, Who sees us? and who has knowledge
of our acts? 16You are turning things upside down! Is thewet earth the same
to youas the onewho is forming it? will the thingmade sayof himwhomade
it, Hemademe not: or the thing formed say of himwho gave it form, He has
no knowledge? 17 In a very short time Lebanon will become a fertile field,
and the fertile field will seem like a wood. 18 And in that day those whose
ears are stopped will be hearing the words of the book; and the eyes of the
blind will see through themist and the dark. 19And the poor will have their
joy in the Lord increased, and those in need will be glad in the Holy One of
Israel. 20For the cruel onehas come to nothing; and thosewhomake sport of
the Lord are gone; and those who are watching to do evil are cut off: 21Who
give help to a man in a wrong cause, and who put a net for the feet of him
who gives decisions in the public place, taking away a man's right without
cause. 22 For this reason the Lord, the saviour of Abraham, says about the
family of Jacob, Jacob will not now be put to shame, or his face be clouded
with fear. 23But when they, the children of Jacob, see the work of my hands
among them, they will give honour to my name; yes, they will give honour
to the Holy One of Jacob, and go in fear of the God of Israel. 24Those whose
heartswere turned away fromhimwill get knowledge, and thosewhomade
an outcry against himwill give attention to his teaching.

30
1Ho! uncontrolled children, says the Lord, who give effect to a purpose

which is not mine, and who make an agreement, but not by my spirit,
increasing their sin: 2 Who make a move to go down into Egypt, without
authority fromme; who are looking to the strength of Pharaoh for help, and
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whose hope is in the shade of Egypt. 3And the strength of Pharaoh will be
your shame, and your hope in the shade of Egypt will come to nothing. 4For
his chiefs areat Zoan, andhis representativeshave come toHanes. 5For they
have all come with offerings to a people of no use to them, in whom is no
help or profit, but only shame and a bad name. 6The word about the Beasts
of the South. Through the land of trouble and grief, the land of the she-lion
and the voice of the lion, of the snake and the burning winged snake, they
take their wealth on the backs of young asses, and their stores on camels, to
a people in whom is no profit. 7 For there is no use or purpose in the help
of Egypt: so I have said about her, She is Rahab, who has come to an end.
8Now go, put it inwriting before themon a board, andmake a record of it in
a book, so that it may be for the future, a witness for all time to come. 9 For
they are an uncontrolled people, false-hearted, who will not give ear to the
teaching of the Lord: 10Who say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets,
Do not give us word of what is true, but say false things to give us pleasure:
11Get out of the goodway, turning from the right road; do not keep the Holy
One of Israel before our minds. 12For this cause the Holy One of Israel says,
Becauseyouwill not give ear to thisword, andare looking forhelp inwaysof
deceit and evil, and are putting your hope in them: 13This sin will be to you
like a crack in a high wall, causing its fall suddenly and in a minute. 14And
he will let it be broken as a potter's vessel is broken: it will be smashed to
bits without mercy; so that there will not be a bit in which onemay take fire
from the fireplace, or water from the spring. 15 For the Lord, the Holy One
of Israel, said, In quiet and rest is your salvation: peace and hope are your
strength: but you would not have it so. 16 Saying, No, for we will go in flight
on horses; so you will certainly go in flight: and, We will go on the backs of
quick-running beasts; so those who go after you will be quick-footed. 17 A
thousandwill go in fear before one; even before five youwill go in flight: till
you are like a pillar by itself on the top of amountain, and like a flag on ahill.
18For this cause the Lord will be waiting, so that hemay be kind to you; and
he will be lifted up, so that he may havemercy on you; for the Lord is a God
of righteousness: there is a blessing on all whose hope is in him. 19Opeople,
living in Zion, at Jerusalem, your weeping will be ended; he will certainly
have mercy on you at the sound of your cry; when it comes to his ear, he
will give you an answer. 20And though the Lord will give you the bread of
trouble and the water of grief, you will no longer put your teacher on one
side, butyouwill seeyour teacher: 21Andatyourback,whenyouare turning
to the right hand or to the left, a voice will be sounding in your ears, saying,
This is the way in which you are to go. 22And you will make unclean what
is covering your pictured images of silver, and the plating of your images of
gold: you will send them away as an unclean thing, saying, Be gone! 23And
he will give rain for your seed, so that you may put it in the earth; and you
will have bread from the produce of the earth, good andmore than enough
for your needs: in that day the cattle will get their food in wide grass-lands.
24And the oxen and the young asseswhich are used for ploughing, will have
salted grainwhich has beenmade free from thewastewith fork and basket.
25And there will be rivers and streams of water on every tall mountain and
oneveryhighhill, in thedaywhengreatnumbersareput to the sword,when
the towers come down. 26And the light of themoonwill be as the light of the
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sun, and the light of the sunwill be seven times greater, as the light of seven
days, in the day when the Lord puts oil on the wounds of his people, and
makes them well from the blows they have undergone. 27 See, the name of
the Lord is coming from far, burningwith his wrath, with thick smoke going
up: his lips are full of passion, and his tongue is like a burning fire: 28And
his breath is as an overflowing stream, coming up even to the neck, shaking
the nations for their destruction, like the shaking of grain in a basket: and
hewill put a cord in themouths of the people, turning themout of theirway.
29 You will have a song, as in the night when a holy feast is kept; and you
will be glad in heart, aswhen they gowithmusic of the pipe to themountain
of the Lord, the Rock of Israel. 30 And the Lord will send out the sound of
his great voice, and they will see his arm stretched out, with the heat of his
wrath, and the flame of a burning fire; with a cloud-burst, and storm, and a
rain of ice. 31For through the voice of the Lord the Assyrian will be broken,
and the Lord's rodwill be lifted up against him. 32And every blow of the rod
of his punishment, which the Lord will send on him, will be with the sound
of music: and with the waving of his sword the Lord will make war against
him. 33 For a place of fire has long been ready; yes, it has been made ready
for the king; he has made it deep and wide: it is massed with fire and much
wood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of fire, puts a light to it.

31
1Cursed are those who go down to Egypt for help, and who put their faith

in horses; looking to war-carriages for salvation, because of their numbers;
and to horsemen, because they are very strong; but they are not looking
to the Holy One of Israel, or turning their hearts to the Lord; 2 Though he
is wise, and able to send evil, and his purpose will not be changed; but he
will go against the house of the evil-doers, and against those to whom they
are looking for help. 3 For the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their
horses are flesh, and not spirit: and when the Lord's hand is stretched out,
the helper and hewho is helpedwill come down together. 4For the Lord has
said to me, As a lion, or a young lion, makes an angry noise over his food,
and if a band of herdsmen come out against him, he will not be in fear of
their voices, or give up his food for their noise: so the Lord of armies will
come down to make war against Mount Zion and its hill. 5 Like birds with
outstretched wings, so will the Lord of armies be a cover to Jerusalem; he
will be a cover and salvation for it, going over it he will keep it from danger.
6Comeback to himwhohas been so deeply sinned against by the children of
Israel. 7For in that day theywill all give up their images of silver and of gold,
the sinwhich theymade for themselves. 8Then theAssyrianwill comedown
by the sword, but not of man; the sword, not of men, will be the cause of his
destruction: and hewill go in flight from the sword, and his youngmenwill
be put to forced work. 9And his rock will come to nothing because of fear,
and his chiefs will go in flight from the flag, says the Lord, whose fire is in
Zion, and his altar in Jerusalem.

32
1 See, a king will be ruling in righteousness, and chiefs will give right

decisions. 2 And a man will be as a safe place from the wind, and a cover
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from the storm; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shade of a great rock
in a waste land. 3And the eyes of those who see will not be shut, and those
who have hearing will give ear to the word. 4 The man of sudden impulses
will becomewise in heart, and hewhose tongue is slowwill get the power of
talking clearly. 5 The foolish man will no longer be named noble, and they
will not say of the falseman that he is aman of honour. 6For the foolishman
will say foolish things, having evil thoughts in his heart, working what is
unclean, and talking falsely about the Lord, to keep food from himwho is in
need of it, and water from himwhose soul is desiring it. 7The designs of the
falseareevil, purposing thedestructionof thepoormanby falsewords, even
whenhe is in the right. 8But the noble-heartedmanhas noble purposes, and
by these hewill be guided. 9Give ear tomy voice, youwomenwho are living
in comfort; give attention to my words, you daughters who have no fear of
danger. 10 In not much more than a year, you, who are not looking for evil,
will be troubled: for theproduceof thevine-gardenswill becutoff, and there
will be no getting in of the grapes. 11Be shaking with fear, you women who
are living in comfort; be troubled, you who have no fear of danger: take
off your robes and put on clothing of grief. 12 Have sorrow for the fields,
the pleasing fields, the fertile vine; 13And for the land of my people, where
thornswill comeup; even for all the houses of joy in the glad town. 14For the
fair houseswill havenoman living in them; the townwhichwas full of noise
will become awaste; the hill and thewatchtowerwill be unpeopled for ever,
a joy for the asses of thewoods, a place of food for the flocks; 15Till the spirit
comes on us from on high, and the waste land becomes a fertile field, and
the fertile field is changed into a wood. 16 Then in the waste land there will
be an upright rule, and righteousness will have its place in the fertile field.
17And the work of righteousness will be peace; and the effect of an upright
rule will be to take away fear for ever. 18 And my people will be living in
peace, in houses where there is no fear, and in quiet resting-places. 19 But
the tall trees will come down with a great fall, and the town will be low in
a low place. 20Happy are you who are planting seed by all the waters, and
sending out the ox and the ass.

33
1 Ho! you who make waste those who did not make you waste; acting

falsely to those who were not false to you. When you have come to an end
of wasting, you will be made waste, and after your false acts, they will do
the same to you. 2O Lord, have mercy on us; for we have been waiting for
your help: be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of trouble.
3 At the loud noise the peoples have gone in flight; at your coming up the
nations have gone in all directions. 4And the goods taken in war will be got
together like themassing of young locusts; menwill be rushing on them like
the rushing of locusts. 5 The Lord is lifted up; his place is on high: he has
made Zion full of righteousness and true religion. 6 And she will have no
more fear of change, being full of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge: the
fear of the Lord is her wealth. 7 See, the men of war are sorrowing outside
the town: those who came looking for peace are weeping bitterly. 8 The
highways are waste, no man is journeying there: the agreement is broken,
he has made sport of the towns, he has no thought for man. 9 The earth
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is sorrowing and wasting away; Lebanon is put to shame and has become
waste; Sharon is like the Arabah; and in Bashan and Carmel the leaves are
falling. 10Now will I come forward, says the Lord; now will I be lifted up;
nowwill my power be seen. 11Your designs will be without profit, and their
effect will be nothing: youwill be burned up by the fire ofmy breath. 12And
the peoples will be like the burning of chalk: as thorns cut down, which are
burned in the fire. 13Give ear, you who are far off, to what I have done: see
mypower, youwhoarenear. 14The sinners in Zion are full of fear; thehaters
of God are shaking with wonder. Who among us may keep his place before
the burning fire? who among usmay see the eternal burnings? 15Hewhose
ways are true, andwhosewords are upright; hewho gives no thought to the
profits of false acts, whose hands have not taken rewards, who will have no
part in puttingmen to death, andwhose eyes are shut against evil; 16Hewill
haveaplaceonhigh: hewill be safely shut inby thehighrocks: hisbreadwill
be given to him; his waters will be certain. 17 Your eyes will see the king in
his glory: theywill be looking ona far-stretching land. 18Yourheartwill give
thought to the cause of your fear: where is the scribe, where is hewhomade
a record of the payments, where is he bywhom the towerswere numbered?
19Never again will you see the cruel people, a people whose tongue has no
sense for you; whose language is strange to you. 20Let your eyes be resting
on Zion, the town of our holy feasts: you will see Jerusalem, a quiet resting-
place, a tent which will not be moved, whose tent-pins will never be pulled
up, andwhose cords will never be broken. 21But there the Lordwill bewith
us in his glory, ... wide rivers and streams;wherenoboatwill gowith blades,
and no fair ship will be sailing. 22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our
law-giver, the Lord is our king; he will be our saviour. 23 Your cords have
become loose; they were not able to make strong the support of their sails,
the sail was not stretched out: then the blind will take much property, the
feeble-footed will make division of the goods of war. 24And the men of Zion
will not say, I am ill: for its people will have forgiveness for their sin.

34
1 Come near, you nations, and give ear; take note, you peoples: let the

earth and everything in it give ear; the world and all those living in it. 2 For
the Lord is angry with all the nations, and his wrath is burning against all
their armies: he has put them to the curse, he has given them to destruction.
3Their dead bodies will be thick on the face of the earth, and their smell will
comeup, and themountainswill beflowingwith their blood, andall thehills
will come to nothing. 4And the heavens will be rolled together like the roll
of a book: and all their army will be gone, like a dead leaf from the vine,
or a dry fruit from the fig-tree. 5 For my sword in heaven is full of wrath:
see, it is coming down on Edom, in punishment on the people of my curse.
6 The sword of the Lord is full of blood, it is fat with the best of the meat,
with the blood of lambs and goats, with the best parts of the sheep: for the
Lord has a feast in Bozrah, andmuch cattlewill be put to death in the land of
Edom. 7And the strong oxenwill go down to death togetherwith the smaller
cattle. 8 For it is the day of the Lord's punishment, when he gives payment
for the wrongs done to Zion. 9 And its streams will be turned into boiling
oil, and its dust into burning stone, and all the land will be on fire. 10 It will
not be put out day or night; its smoke will go up for ever: it will be waste



Isaiah 34:11 728 Isaiah 36:5

from generation to generation; no one will go through it for ever. 11But the
birds of thewaste landwill have their place there; itwill be aheritage for the
bittern and the raven: and it will be measured out with line and weight as
a waste land. 12 The jackals will be there, and her great ones will be gone;
they will say, There is no longer a kingdom there, and all her chiefs will
have come to an end. 13 And thorns will come up in her fair houses, and
waste plants in her strong towers: and foxes will make their holes there,
and it will be a meeting-place for ostriches. 14 And the beasts of the waste
places will come together with the jackals, and the evil spirits will be crying
to one another, even the night-spirit will come and make her resting-place
there. 15The arrowsnake will make her hole and put her eggs there, and get
her young together under her shade: there the hawkswill come together by
twos. 16 See what is recorded in the book of the Lord: all these will be there,
not onewithout the other: themouth of the Lordhas given the order, andhis
spirit hasmade themcome together. 17Andhehas given them their heritage,
and by his hand it has been measured out to them: it will be theirs for ever,
their resting-place from generation to generation.

35
1 The waste land and the dry places will be glad; the lowland will have

joy and be full of flowers. 2 It will be flowering like the rose; it will be full
of delight and songs; the glory of Lebanon will be given to it; the pride of
Carmel andSharon: theywill see the glory of theLord, the power of ourGod.
3Make strong the feeble hands, give support to the shaking knees. 4 Say to
those who are full of fear, Be strong and take heart: see, your God will give
punishment; the reward of God will come; he himself will come to be your
saviour. 5Then the eyes of the blindwill see, and the earswhich are stopped
will be open. 6 Then will the feeble-footed be jumping like a roe, and the
voice which was stopped will be loud in song: for in the waste land streams
will be bursting out, and waters in the dry places. 7 And the burning sand
will become a pool, and the dry earth springs of waters: the fieldswhere the
sheep take their food will become wet land, and water-plants will take the
place of grass. 8And ahighwaywill be there; its namewill be, TheHolyWay;
the unclean and the sinnermaynot go over it, and thosewho go on itwill not
be turned out of the way by the foolish. 9No lion will be there, or any cruel
beast; they will not be seen there; but those for whom the Lord has given a
price, 10Even those whomhe hasmade free, will come back again; theywill
come with songs to Zion; on their heads will be eternal joy; delight and joy
will be theirs, and sorrow and sounds of grief will be gone for ever.

36
1 And it came about in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah that Sen-

nacherib, king of Assyria, came up against all thewalled towns of Judah and
took them. 2 And the king of Assyria sent the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to
Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a strong force, and he took up his position
by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway of the washerman's 3And
there came out to him Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, who was over the house,
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder. 4And the
Rab-shakeh said to them, Say now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the
great king, the king of Assyria: Inwhat are you placing your hope? 5You say
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you have a design and strength for war, but these are only words: now to
whomareyou looking for support, that youhavegoneagainstmyauthority?
6 See, you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt, which will go
into a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, to all who put their faith in him. 7 And if you say to me,
Our hope is in the Lord our God; is it not he whose high places and altars
Hezekiah has taken away, saying to Judah and Jerusalem that worship may
only be given before this altar? 8 And now, take a chance with my master,
the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able
to put horsemen on them. 9How thenmay you put to shame the least of my
master's servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for war-carriages
and horsemen: 10 And have I now come to send destruction on this land
without the Lord's authority? It was the Lord himself who said to me, Go
upagainst this land andmake itwaste. 11ThenEliakimandShebnaand Joah
said to theRab-shakeh, Pleasemakeuseof theAramaean language in talking
to your servants, for we are used to it, and do not make use of the Jews'
language in thehearing of the people on thewall. 12But theRab-shakeh said,
Is it to yourmaster or to you thatmymaster has sentme to say thesewords?
has he not sent me to the men seated on the wall? for they are the people
whowill be short of foodwith youwhen the town is shut in. 13Then the Rab-
shakehgotupandsaidwitha loudvoice in the Jews' language, Giveear to the
words of the great king, the king of Assyria: 14This is what the king says: Do
not be tricked by Hezekiah, for there is no salvation for you in him. 15And
do not let Hezekiah make you put your faith in the Lord, saying, The Lord
will certainly keep us safe, and this townwill not be given into the hands of
the king of Assyria. 16Donot give ear toHezekiah, for this iswhat the king of
Assyria says,Make peacewithme, and comeout tome; and everyonewill be
free to take the fruit of his vine andofhisfig-tree, and thewater of his spring;
17Till I comeand take youaway to a land like yours, a landof grain andwine,
a land of bread and vine-gardens. 18Give no attention to Hezekiah when he
says to you, TheLordwill keepus safe. Has any one of the gods of thenations
kept his land from falling into the hands of the king of Assyria? 19Where
are the gods of Hamath and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim?
where are the gods of Samaria? andhave they kept Samaria out ofmyhand?
20Who among all the gods of these countries have kept their country from
falling into my hand, to give cause for the thought that the Lord will keep
Jerusalem from falling intomyhand? 21But they kept quiet and gave himno
answer: for the king's order was, Give him no answer. 22 Then Eliakim, the
son ofHilkiah,whowas over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the
son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiahwith their clothing parted as a
sign of grief, and gave him an account of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

37
1 And on hearing it Hezekiah took off his robe and put on haircloth and

went into the house of the Lord. 2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the
house, and Shebna the scribe, and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3And they said to him, Hezekiah says,
This day is a day of trouble and punishment and shame: for the children
are ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth to them. 4 It
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may be that the Lord your God will give ear to the words of the Rab-shakeh,
whom the king of Assyria, his master, has sent to say evil things against the
living God, and will make his words come to nothing: so make your prayer
for the rest of the people. 5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
6 And Isaiah said to them, This is what you are to say to your master: The
Lord says, Be not troubled by the words which the servants of the king of
Assyria have said against me in your hearing. 7 See, I will put a spirit into
him, and bad newswill come to his ears, and hewill go back to his land; and
there I will have him put to death. 8So the Rab-shakehwent back, andwhen
he got there the king of Assyria was making war against Libnah: for it had
come to his ears that the king of Assyria had gone away from Lachish. 9And
whennews came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, hadmade an attack
on him, ... And he sent representatives to Hezekiah, king of Judah, saying,
10This iswhat you are to say toHezekiah, king of Judah: Let not your God, in
whom is your faith, give you a false hope, saying, Jerusalemwill not be given
into the hands of the king of Assyria. 11No doubt the story has come to your
ears of what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, putting them to the
curse: andwill youbekept safe from their fate? 12Did the gods of thenations
keep safe those onwhommy fathers sent destruction, Gozan andHaran and
Rezeph, and the children of Edenwhowere in Telassar? 13Where is the king
of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the town of Sepharvaim,
of Hena, and Ivva? 14And Hezekiah took the letter from the hands of those
who had come with it; and after reading it, Hezekiah went up to the house
of the Lord, opening the letter there before the Lord, 15And hemade prayer
to the Lord, saying, 16 O Lord of armies, the God of Israel, seated between
the winged ones, you only are the God of all the kingdoms of the earth; you
havemadeheavenandearth. 17Let your earbe turned tous, OLord; let your
eyes be open, O Lord, and see: take note of all thewords of Sennacheribwho
has sent men to say evil against the living God. 18Truly, O Lord, the kings of
Assyria have made waste all the nations and their lands, 19And have given
their gods to the fire: for they were no gods, but wood and stone, the work
of men's hands; so they have given them to destruction. 20But now, O Lord
our God, give us salvation from his hand, so that it may be clear to all the
kingdoms of the earth that you, and you only, are the Lord. 21 Then Isaiah,
the son of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah, saying, The Lord, the God of Israel, says,
The prayer you have made to me against Sennacherib, king of Assyria, has
come to my ears. 22 This is the word which the Lord has said about him: In
the eyes of the virgin daughter of Zion you are shamed and laughed at; the
daughterof Jerusalemhasmade sport of you. 23Againstwhomhaveyousaid
evil and bitter things? and againstwhomhas your voice been loud and your
eyes lifted up? even against the Holy One of Israel. 24 You have sent your
servants with evil words against the Lord, and have said, With all my war-
carriages I have come up to the top of the mountains, to the inmost parts of
Lebanon; and its tall cedarswill be cut down, and the best trees of itswoods:
I will come up into his highest places, into his thick woods. 25 I have made
water-holes and taken their waters, and with my foot I have made all the
rivers of Egypt dry. 26Has it not come to your ears how I did it long before,
purposing it in times long past? Now I have given effect tomy design, so that
by you strong towns might be turned into masses of broken walls. 27This is
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why their townsmenhadnopower, theywerebrokenandput to shame; they
were like the grass of the field, or a green plant; like the grass on the house-
tops,whicha coldwindmakeswaste. 28But Ihaveknowledgeof yourgetting
up and your resting, of your going out and your coming in. 29Because your
wrath against me and your pride have come to my ears, I will put my hook
in your nose and my cord in your lips, and I will make you go back by the
way you came. 30And this will be the sign to you: youwill get your food this
year fromwhat comes up of itself, and in the second year from the produce
of the same; and in the third year you will put in your seed, and get in the
grain, and make vine-gardens, and take of their fruit. 31And those of Judah
who are still living will again take root in the earth, and give fruit. 32 For
from Jerusalem those who have been kept safe will go out, and those who
are still living will go out of Mount Zion: by the fixed purpose of the Lord
of armies this will be done. 33 For this cause the Lord says about the king of
Assyria, He will not come into this town, or send an arrow against it; he will
not come before it with arms, or put up an earthwork against it. 34 By the
way he came he will go back, and he will not get into this town. 35 For I will
keep this town safe, formy honour, and for the honour ofmy servant David.
36 And the angel of the Lord went out and put to death in the army of the
Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousand men: and when the people
got up early in the morning, there was nothing to be seen but dead bodies.
37 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to his place at Nineveh. 38And it
came about, when he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that
his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer put him to death with the sword, and
theywent inflight into the landofArarat. AndEsar-haddon, his son, became
king in his place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death. And Isaiah the prophet,

the sonofAmoz, came tohim, and said to him, TheLord says, Put yourhouse
in order; for your death is near. 2AndHezekiah, turning his face to the wall,
made his prayer to the Lord, saying, 3O Lord, keep inmind how I have been
true to youwith all my heart, and have done what is good in your eyes. And
Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4 Then the word of the Lord came to
Isaiah, saying, 5 Go to Hezekiah, and say, The Lord, the God of David, your
father, says, Your prayer has come tomy ears, and I have seen yourweeping:
see, I will give you fifteen more years of life. 6And I will keep you and this
town safe from the hands of the king of Assyria: and I will keep watch over
this town. 7And Isaiah said, This is the sign the Lord will give you, that he
will do what he has said: 8 See, I will make the shade which has gone down
on the steps of Ahaz with the sun, go back ten steps. So the shade went back
the ten steps by which it had gone down. 9The writing of Hezekiah, king of
Judah, after he had been ill, and had got better from his disease. 10 I said,
In the quiet of my days I am going down into the underworld: the rest of
my years are being taken away from me. 11 I said, I will not see the Lord,
even the Lord in the land of the living: I will not see man again or those
living in the world. 12My resting-place is pulled up and taken away from
me like a herdsman's tent: my life is rolled up like a linen-worker's thread;
I am cut off from the cloth on the frame: from day even to night you give
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me up to pain. 13 I am crying out with pain till the morning; it is as if a lion
was crushing all my bones. 14 I make cries like a bird; I give out sounds of
grief like a dove: my eyes are looking up with desire; O Lord, I am crushed,
take up my cause. 15What am I to say? seeing that it is he who has done
it: all my time of sleeping I am turning from side to side without rest. 16O
Lord, for this cause I am waiting for you, give rest to my spirit: make me
well again, and let me come back to life. 17 See, in place of peace my soul
had bitter sorrow. but you have kept backmy soul from the underworld; for
you have put all my sins out of your memory. 18 For the underworld is not
able to give you praise, death gives you no honour: for those who go down
into the underworld there is no hope in your mercy. 19The living, the living
man, he will give you praise, as I do this day: the father will give the story
of your mercy to his children. 20O Lord, quickly be my saviour; so we will
make my songs to corded instruments all the days of our lives in the house
of the Lord. 21And Isaiah said, Let them take a cake of figs, and put it on the
diseased place, and he will get well. 22And Hezekiah said, What is the sign
that I will go up to the house of the Lord?

39
1At that timeMerodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent

letterswith anoffering toHezekiah, becausehehadnews thatHezekiahhad
been ill, and was well again. 2And Hezekiah was glad at their coming, and
let them see all his store of wealth, the silver and the gold and the spices and
the oil, and all the house of his arms, and everything there was in his stores:
there was nothing in all his house or his kingdomwhich he did not let them
see. 3Then Isaiah the prophet came to KingHezekiah, and said to him,What
did thesemen say, andwhere did they come from? AndHezekiah said, They
came from a far country, even from Babylon. 4And he said, What have they
seen in your house? And Hezekiah said in answer, They saw everything in
my house: there is nothing among my stores which I did not let them see.
5 Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word of the Lord of armies:
6 Truly, the days are coming when everything in your house, and whatever
your fathers have put in store till this day, will be taken away to Babylon: all
will be gone. 7And your sons, even your offspring, will they take away to be
unsexed servants in the house of the king of Babylon. 8Then said Hezekiah
to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which you have said. And he said in
his heart, There will be peace and quiet in my days.

40
1Give comfort, give comfort, tomypeople, says yourGod. 2Saykindwords

to the heart of Jerusalem, crying out to her that her time of trouble is ended,
that her punishment is complete; that she has been rewarded by the Lord's
hand twice over for all her sins. 3A voice of one crying, Make ready in the
waste land theway of the Lord, make level in the lowland a highway for our
God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low, and let the rough places become level, and the hilltops become a valley,
5And the glory of theLordwill bemade clear, andall fleshwill see it together,
for themouth of the Lord has said it. 6A voice of one saying, Give a cry! And
I said, What is my cry to be? All flesh is grass, and all its strength like the
flower of the field. 7The grass becomes dry, the flower is dead; because the
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breathof theLordgoes over it: truly thepeople is grass. 8Thegrass is dry, the
flower is dead; but theword of our God is eternal. 9Youwho give good news
toZion, get up into thehighmountain; youwhogive goodnews to Jerusalem,
let your voice be strong; let it be sounding without fear; say to the towns of
Judah, See, your God! 10 See, the Lord God will come as a strong one, ruling
in power: see, those made free by him are with him, and those whom he
has made safe go before him. 11He will give food to his flock like a keeper
of sheep; with his arm he will get it together, and will take up the lambs on
his breast, gently guiding those which are with young. 12 In the hollow of
whose hand have the waters been measured? and who is able to take the
heavens in his stretched-out fingers? who has got together the dust of the
earth in a measure? who has taken the weight of the mountains, or put the
hills into the scales? 13 By whom has the spirit of the Lord been guided, or
who has been his teacher? 14Who gave him suggestions, and made clear
to him the right way? who gave him knowledge, guiding him in the way of
wisdom? 15 See, the nations are to him like a drop hanging from a bucket,
and like the small dust in the scales: he takes up the islands like small dust.
16And Lebanon is not enough tomake a fire with, or all its cattle enough for
a burned offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before him; even less
than nothing, a thing of no value. 18Whom then is God like, in your opinion?
or what will you put forward as a comparison with him? 19 The workman
makes an image, and the gold-worker puts gold plates over it, and makes
silver bands for it. 20 The wise workman makes selection of the mulberry-
tree of the offering, a wood which will not become soft; so that the image
may be fixed to it and not be moved. 21Have you no knowledge of it? has it
not come to your ears? has not news of it been given to you from the first?
has it not been clear to you from the time when the earth was placed on its
base? 22 It is he who is seated over the arch of the earth, and the people in it
areas small as locusts; byhim theheavensare stretchedout likeanarch, and
made ready like a tent for a living-place. 23Hemakes rulers come tonothing;
the judges of the earth are of no value. 24They have only now been planted,
and their seed put into the earth, and they have only now taken root, when
he sends out his breath over themand they become dry, and the storm-wind
takes them away like dry grass. 25Who then seems to you to be my equal?
says the Holy One. 26 Let your eyes be lifted up on high, and see: who has
made these? He who sends out their numbered army: who has knowledge
of all their names: bywhose great strength, becausehe is strong inpower, all
of them are in their places. 27Why do you say, O Jacob, such words as these,
O Israel, TheLord's eyes arenot onmyway, andmyGodgives no attention to
my cause? 28Have you no knowledge of it? has it not come to your ears? The
eternal God, the Lord, the Maker of the ends of the earth, is never feeble or
tired; there isno searchingout ofhiswisdom. 29Hegivespower to the feeble,
increasing the strength of himwho has no force. 30Even the youngmenwill
become feeble and tired, and the best of them will come to the end of his
strength; 31But those who are waiting for the Lord will have new strength;
they will get wings like eagles: running, they will not be tired, and walking,
they will have no weariness.

41
1 Come quietly before me, O sea-lands, and let the peoples get together
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their strength: let them come near; then let them say what they have to say:
let us put forward our cause against one another. 2Who sent out from the
east one who is right wherever he goes? he gives the nations into his hands,
and makes him ruler over kings; he gives them as the dust to his sword,
as dry stems before the wind to his bow. 3 He goes after them safely, not
touching the road with his feet. 4Whose purpose and work was it? His who
sent out the generations from the start. I the Lord, the first, andwith the last,
I am he. 5The sea-lands saw it, and were in fear; the ends of the earth were
shaking: they came near. 6 They gave help everyone to his neighbour; and
everyone said to his brother, Take heart! 7 So the metal-worker put heart
into the gold-worker, and he who was hammering the metal smooth said
kind words to the iron-worker, saying of the plate, It is ready: and he put
it together with nails, so that there might be no slipping. 8 But as for you,
Israel, my servant, and you, Jacob, whom I have taken for myself, the seed
of Abrahammy friend: 9Youwhom I have taken from the ends of the earth,
and sent for from its farthest parts, saying to you, You aremy servant, whom
I have taken formyself, andwhom I have not given up: 10Have no fear, for I
amwith you; donot be looking about in trouble, for I amyourGod; Iwill give
you strength, yes, I will be your helper; yes, my true right hand will be your
support. 11Truly, all thosewho are angrywith youwill bemade low and put
to shame: those desiring to do you wrong will come to nothing and never
again be seen. 12 You will make search for your haters but they will not be
there; those who make war against you will be as nothing and will come to
destruction. 13For I, the Lord your God, have taken your right hand inmine,
saying to you, Have no fear; I will be your helper. 14Have no fear, youworm
Jacob, and you men of Israel; I will be your helper, says the Lord, even he
who takes up your cause, the Holy One of Israel. 15 See, I will make you like
a new grain-crushing instrument with teeth, crushing themountains small,
andmaking the hills like dry stems. 16Youwill send thewind over them, and
it will take them away; they will go in all directions before the storm-wind:
you will have joy in the Lord, and be glad in the Holy One of Israel. 17 The
poor and crushed are looking for water where nowater is, and their tongue
is dry for need of it: I the Lordwill give ear to their prayer, I the God of Israel
will not give them up. 18 I will make rivers on the dry mountain-tops, and
fountains in the valleys: I will make the waste land a pool of water, and the
dry land springs of water. 19 I will put in thewaste land the cedar, the acacia,
themyrtle, and the olive-tree; and in the lowlandwill be planted the fir-tree,
the plane, and the cypress together: 20So that theymay see and be wise and
give their mind to it, and that it may be clear to them all that the hand of
the Lord has done this, and that the Holy One of Israel has made it. 21 Put
forward your cause, says the Lord; let your strong argument come out, says
the King of Jacob. 22 Let the future be made clear to us: give us news of the
past things, so that wemay give thought to them; or of the things to come, so
that wemay see if they are true. 23Give usword of what will be after this, so
that wemay be certain that you are gods: yes, do good or do evil, so that we
may all see it and be surprised. 24But you are nothing, and your work is of
no value: foolish is hewho takes you for his gods. 25 I have sent for one from
the north, and from the dawn he has come; in my name he will get rulers
together and go against them; they will be like dust, even as the wet earth
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is stamped on by the feet of the potter. 26 Who has given knowledge of it
from the first, so that wemay be certain of it? and from the start, so that we
may say, Hisword is true? There is no onewho gives news, or says anything,
or who gives ear to your words. 27 I was the first to give word of it to Zion,
and I gave the good news to Jerusalem. 28And I saw that there was no man,
even nowiseman among them, whomight give an answer tomy questions.
29Truly they are all nothing, their works are nothing and of no value: their
metal images are of nomore use than wind.

42
1 See my servant, whom I am supporting, my loved one, in whom I take

delight: I have put my spirit on him; he will give the knowledge of the true
God to thenations. 2Hewillmakenocry, his voicewill not be loud: hiswords
will not come tomen's ears in the streets. 3Hewill not let a crushed stem be
quite broken, and he will not let a feebly burning light be put out: he will go
on sending out the true word to the peoples. 4His light will not be put out,
and hewill not be crushed, till he has given the knowledge of the true God to
the earth, and the sea-lands will be waiting for his teaching. 5God the Lord,
even hewhomade the heavens, measuring themout on high; stretching out
the earth, and giving its produce; he who gives breath to the people on it,
and life to those who go about on it, says: 6 I the Lord have made you the
vessel of my purpose, I have taken you by the hand, and kept you safe, and I
have given you to be an agreement to the people, and a light to the nations:
7To give eyes to the blind, to make free the prisoners from the prison, to let
out those who are shut up in the dark. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name:
I will not give my glory to another, or my praise to pictured images. 9 See,
the things said before have come about, and now I give word of new things:
before they come I give you news of them. 10Make a new song to the Lord,
and let his praise be sounded from the end of the earth; you who go down
to the sea, and everything in it, the sea-lands and their people. 11 Let the
waste land and its flocks be glad, the tent-circles of Kedar; let the people
of the rock give a glad cry, from the top of the mountains let them make a
sound of joy. 12 Let them give glory to the Lord, sounding his praise in the
sea-lands. 13The Lordwill go out as aman ofwar, hewill bemoved towrath
like afighting-man: his voicewill be strong, hewill give a loud cry; hewill go
against his attackers like aman of war. 14 I have long been quiet, I have kept
myself in and done nothing: now Iwillmake sounds of pain like awoman in
childbirth, breathing hard and quickly. 15 I will make waste mountains and
hills, dryingupall theirplants; and Iwillmake riversdry, andpoolsdry land.
16And Iwill take theblindbyawayofwhich theyhadnoknowledge, guiding
themby roads strange to them: Iwillmake thedarkplaces light before them,
and the rough places level. These things will I do and will not give them up.
17 They will be turned back and be greatly shamed who put their hope in
pictured images, who say to metal images, You are our gods. 18 Give ear,
you whose ears are shut; and let your eyes be open, you blind, so that you
may see. 19Who is blind, but my servant? who has his ears stopped, but he
whom I send? who is blind as my true one, or who has his ears shut like the
Lord's servant? 20 Seeing much, but keeping nothing in mind; his ears are
open, but there is no hearing. 21 It was the Lord's pleasure, because of his
righteousness, to make the teaching great and give it honour. 22But this is a
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peoplewhoseproperty has been takenaway from themby force; they are all
taken in holes, and shut up in prisons: they are made prisoners, and no one
makes them free; they are taken by force and no one says, Give them back.
23Who is there among youwhowill give ear to this? whowill give attention
to it for the time to come? 24Who gave up Jacob to those who took away his
goods, and Israel to his attackers? Did not the Lord? he against whom they
did wrong, and in whose ways they would not go, turning away from his
teaching. 25For this reason he let loose on him the heat of his wrath, and his
strengthwas like a flame; and it put fire round about him, but he did not see
it; he was burned, but did not take it to heart.

43
1But now, says the Lord your Maker, O Jacob, and your life-giver, O Israel:

have no fear, for I have taken up your cause; naming you by your name, I
have made youmine. 2When you go through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they will not go over you: when you go through the
fire, youwill not beburned; and theflamewill havenopowerover you. 3For
I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your saviour; I have given
Egypt as a price for you, Ethiopia and Seba for you. 4Because of your value
in my eyes, you have been honoured, and loved by me; so I will give men
for you, and peoples for your life. 5Have no fear, for I am with you: I will
take your seed from the east, and get you together from the west; 6 I will say
to the north, Give them up; and to the south, Do not keep them back; send
back my sons from far, andmy daughters from the end of the earth; 7Every
one who is named by my name, and whom I have made for my glory, who
has been formed and designed byme. 8Send out the blind people who have
eyes, and those who have ears, but they are shut. 9Let all the nations come
together, and let thepeoplesbepresent: whoamong themisable tomake this
clear, and give us word of earlier things? let their witnesses come forward,
so that they may be seen to be true, and that they may give ear, and say, It is
true. 10 You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I have
taken for myself: so that you may see and have faith in me, and that it may
be clear to you that I am he; before me there was no God formed, and there
will not be afterme. 11 I, even I, am the Lord; and there is no saviour butme.
12 I gave the word, and made it clear, and there was no strange god among
you: for this reason you are my witnesses, says the Lord. 13 From time long
past I am God, and from this day I am he: there is no one who is able to take
you out ofmy hand: when I undertake a thing, bywhomwill my purpose be
changed? 14The Lord, who has taken up your cause, the Holy One of Israel,
says, Because of you I have sent to Babylon, and made all their seers come
south, and the Chaldaeans whose cry is in the ships. 15 I am the Lord, your
HolyOne, theMaker of Israel, your King. 16This is theword of the Lord, who
makes a way in the sea, and a road through the deep waters; 17Who sends
out the war-carriages and the horses, the army with all its force; they have
come down, they will not get up again; like a feebly burning light they are
put out. 18Give no thought to the things which are past; let the early times
go out of your minds. 19 See, I am doing a new thing; now it is starting; will
you not take note of it? I will evenmake a way in the waste land, and rivers
in the dry country. 20The beasts of the field will give me honour, the jackals
and the ostriches: because I send out waters in thewaste land, and rivers in
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the dry country, to give drink to the people whom I have taken for myself:
21Even the people whom Imade to be the witnesses of my praise. 22But you
have made no prayer to me, O Jacob: and you have given no thought to me,
O Israel. 23 You have not made me burned offerings of sheep, or given me
honour with your offerings of beasts; I did not make you servants to give
me an offering, and I did not make you tired with requests for perfumes.
24You have not got me sweet-smelling plants with your money, or given me
pleasure with the fat of your offerings: but you have made me a servant to
your sins, and you have made me tired with your evil doings. 25 I, even I,
am he who takes away your sins; and I will no longer keep your evil doings
in mind. 26 Put me in mind of this; let us take up the cause between us: put
forward your cause, so that you may be seen to be in the right. 27 Your first
father was a sinner, and your guides have gone against my word. 28 Your
chiefs have made my holy place unclean, so I have made Jacob a curse, and
Israel a thing of shame.

44
1 And now, give ear, O Jacob my servant, and Israel whom I have taken

for myself: 2 The Lord who made you, forming you in your mother's body,
the Lord, your helper, says, Have no fear, O Jacob my servant, and you,
Jeshurun, whom I have taken for myself. 3For I will send water on the land
needing it, and streams on the dry earth: I will let my spirit come down on
your seed, and my blessing on your offspring. 4And they will come up like
grass in awell-watered field, likewater-plants by the streams. 5Onewill say,
I am the Lord's; and another will give himself the name, Jacob; another will
put a mark on his hand, I am the Lord's, and another will take the name of
Israel for himself. 6TheLord, theKing of Israel, even the Lord of armieswho
has takenuphis cause, says, I amthefirst and the last, and there isnoGodbut
me. 7 If there is one like me, let him come forward and say it, let him make
it clear and put it in order before me: who has made clear in the past the
things to come? let himmake clear the future tome. 8Haveno fear, be strong
in heart; have I not made it clear to you in the past, and let you see it? and
you aremywitnesses. Is there any God butme, or a Rock of whom I have no
knowledge? 9Those who make a pictured image are all of them as nothing,
and the things of their desire will be of no profit to them: and their servants
see not, and have no knowledge; so they will be put to shame. 10Whoever
makes a god, makes nothing but a metal image in which there is no profit.
11Truly, all thosewhomake use of secret arts will be put to shame, and their
words of power are only words of men: let them all come forward together;
theywill all be in fear and be put to shame. 12The iron-worker is heating the
metal in the fire, giving it form with his hammers, and working on it with
his strong arm: then for need of food his strength gives way, and for need
of water he becomes feeble. 13The woodworker is measuring out the wood
withhis line,marking it outwithhispencil: after smoothing itwithhisplane,
and making circles on it with his instrument, he gives it the form and glory
of aman, so that itmay be placed in the house. 14Hehas cedars cut down for
himself, he takes anoakand lets it get strong among the trees of thewood; he
hasanash-treeplanted, and the raingives it growth. 15Then itwill beused to
make a fire, so that amanmay get warm; he has the oven heatedwith it and
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makes bread: hemakes a godwith it, to which he givesworship: hemakes a
pictured image out of it, and goes downonhis face before it. 16Withpart of it
hemakes a fire, and on the fire he getsmeat cooked and takes a fullmeal: he
makes himself warm, and says, Aha! I amwarm, I have seen the fire: 17And
the rest of it he makes into a god, even his pictured image: he goes down on
his face before it, givingworship to it, andmaking prayer to it, saying, Bemy
saviour; for you are my god. 18 They have no knowledge or wisdom; for he
has put a veil over their eyes, so that theymaynot see; andon their hearts, so
that theymaynot giveattention. 19Andnoone takesnote, noonehasenough
knowledge orwisdom to say, I have put part of it in the fire, andmade bread
on it; I have had ameal of the flesh cookedwith it: and am I now tomake the
rest of it into a false god? am I to go down on my face before a bit of wood?
20As for him whose food is the dust of a dead fire, he has been turned from
thewaybya twistedmind, so that he is unable to keephimself safeby saying,
What I have here in my hand is false. 21Keep these things in mind, O Jacob;
andyou Israel, for youaremy servant: I havemadeyou; youaremy servant;
O Israel, I will not let you go out ofmymemory. 22 I have put your evil doings
out ofmymind like a thick cloud, and your sins like amist: comeback tome;
for I have taken up your cause. 23Make a song, O heavens, for the Lord has
done it: give a loud cry, you deep parts of the earth: let your voices be loud
in song, youmountains, and youwoods with all your trees: for the Lord has
taken up the cause of Jacob, and will let his glory be seen in Israel. 24 The
Lord, who has taken up your cause, and who gave you life in your mother's
body, says, I am theLordwhomakes all things; stretching out theheavensby
myself, and giving the earth its limits; who was with me? 25Whomakes the
signs of thosewhogivewordof the future come tonothing, so that thosewho
have knowledge of secret arts go off their heads; turning thewisemen back,
andmaking their knowledge foolish: 26Whomakes theword of his servants
certain, and gives effect to the purposes of his representatives; who says of
Jerusalem,Herpeoplewill comeback toher; andof the townsof Judah, Iwill
give orders for their building, and will make her waste places fertile again:
27Who says to the deep, Be dry, and I will make your rivers dry: 28Who says
of Cyrus, Hewill take care ofmy sheep, andwill do allmypleasure: who says
of Jerusalem, I will give the word for your building; and of the Temple, Your
bases will be put in place.

45
1 The Lord says to the man of his selection, to Cyrus, whom I have taken

by the right hand, putting down nations before him, and taking away the
arms of kings; making the doors open before him, so that the ways into the
towns may not be shut; 2 I will go before you, and make the rough places
level: the doors of brass will be broken, and the iron rods cut in two: 3And
I will give you the stores of the dark, and the wealth of secret places, so that
you may be certain that I am the Lord, who gave you your name, even the
God of Israel. 4Because of Jacob my servant, and Israel whom I have taken
formyself, I have sent for youbyname, giving you anameof honour, though
you had no knowledge of me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is
noGodbutme: Iwillmake you ready forwar, though youhadno knowledge
of me: 6 So that they may see from the east and from the west that there is
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no God but me: I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I am the giver of light
and the maker of the dark; causing blessing, and sending troubles; I am the
Lord, who does all these things. 8Let righteousness come down, O heavens,
from on high, and let the sky send it down like rain: let the earth be open
to give the fruit of salvation, causing righteousness to come up with it; I the
Lord havemade it come about. 9Cursed is hewho has an argumentwith his
Maker, the pot which has an argument with the Potter! Will the wet earth
say to him who is working with it, What are you doing, that your work has
nothing by which it may be gripped? 10 Cursed is he who says to a father,
To what are you giving life? or to a woman, What are you in birth-pains
with? 11 The Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, says, Will you put
a question to me about the things which are to come, or will you give me
orders about my sons, and the work of my hands? 12 I have made the earth,
forming man on it: by my hands the heavens have been stretched out, and
all the stars put in their ordered places. 13 I have sent him out to overcome
the nations, and I will make all his ways straight: I will give him the work
of building my town, and he will let my prisoners go free, without price or
reward, says the Lord of armies. 14 The Lord says, The workmen of Egypt,
and the traders of Ethiopia, and the tall Sabaeans, will come over the sea to
you, and they will be yours; they will go after you; in chains they will come
over: and theywill go down on their faces before you, andwill make prayer
to you, saying, Truly, God is among you; and there is no other God. 15Truly,
you have a secret God, the God of Israel is a Saviour! 16All those who have
gone against him will be put to shame; the makers of images will be made
low. 17But the Lord will make Israel free with an eternal salvation: you will
not be put to shame or made low for ever and ever. 18 For this is the word
of the Lordwhomade the heavens; he is God; themaker and designer of the
earth; whomade it not to be a waste, but as a living-place for man: I am the
Lord, and there is no other. 19 I have not given my word in secret, in a place
in the underworld; I did not say to the seed of Jacob, Go into a waste land to
make request of me: I the Lord say what is true, my word is righteousness.
20Come together, even comenear, you nationswho are still living: they have
no knowledgewho take up their image ofwood, andmake prayer to a god in
whom is no salvation. 21Give the word, put forward your cause, let us have
a discussion together: who has given news of this in the past? who made
it clear in early times? did not I, the Lord? and there is no God but me; a
true God and a saviour; there is no other. 22Let your hearts be turned tome,
so that you may have salvation, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is no other. 23 By myself have I taken an oath, a true word has gone
frommymouth, andwill not be changed, that tome every kneewill be bent,
and every tongue will give honour. 24Only in the Lord will Jacob overcome
and be strong: together all those who were angry with him will be put to
shame and come to destruction. 25 In the Lord will all the seed of Israel get
their rights, and they will give glory to him.

46
1 Bel is bent down, Nebo is falling; their images are on the beasts and on

the cattle: the thingswhichyou tookabouthavebecomeaweight to the tired
beast. 2They are bent down, they are falling together: they were not able to
keep their images safe, but they themselves have been takenprisoner. 3Give
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ear tome, O family of Jacob, and all the rest of the people of Israel, who have
been supported by me from their birth, and have been my care from their
earliest days: 4Even when you are old I will be the same, and when you are
grey-haired Iwill take care of you: Iwill still be responsible forwhat Imade;
yes, I will take you and keep you safe. 5Who in your eyes is my equal? or
what comparison will you make with me? 6As for those who take gold out
of a bag, and put silver in the scales, they give payment to a gold-worker, to
make it into a god; they go down on their faces and give it worship. 7 They
put himon their backs, and take himup, and put him in his fixed place, from
whichhemaynot bemoved; if aman gives a cry for help to him, he is unable
to give an answer, or get him out of his trouble. 8Keep this in mind and be
shamed; let it comeback to yourmemory, you sinners. 9Let the thingswhich
are past come to yourmemory: for I amGod, and there is no other; I amGod,
and there is no one like me; 10Making clear from the first what is to come,
and frompast times the thingswhichhavenot so far comeabout; saying,My
purpose is fixed, and I will do all my pleasure; 11Sending for a bird of strong
flight from the east, the man of my purpose from a far country; I have said
it, and I will give effect to it; the thing designed bymewill certainly be done.
12Giveear tome, you feeble-hearted,whohaveno faith inmyrighteousness:
13My righteousness is near, it is not far off; salvation will come quickly; and
I will make Zion free, and give Israel my glory.

47
1Come and take your seat in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; come

down from your seat of power, and take your place on the earth, O daughter
of the Chaldaeans: for you will never again seem soft and delicate. 2 Take
the crushing-stones and get the meal crushed: take off your veil, put away
your robe, let your legs be uncovered, go through the rivers. 3The shame of
your unclothed conditionwill be seen by all: I will give punishmentwithout
mercy, 4 Says the Lord who takes up our cause; the Lord of armies is his
name, the Holy One of Israel. 5 Be seated in the dark without a word, O
daughter of the Chaldaeans: for you will no longer be named, The Queen
of Kingdoms. 6 I was angrywithmy people, I put shame onmy heritage, and
gave them into your hands: you had nomercy on them; you put a cruel yoke
on thosewhowere old; 7And you said, I will be a queen for ever: you did not
give attention to these things, and did not keep in mind what would come
after. 8 So now take note of this, you who are given up to pleasure, living
without fear of evil, saying in your heart, I am, and there is no one like me;
I will never be a widow, or have my children taken from me. 9 But these
two things will come on you suddenly in one day, the loss of children and of
husband: in full measure theywill come on you, for all your secret arts, and
all your wonders. 10 For you had faith in your evil-doing; you said, No one
sees me; by your wisdom and knowledge you have been turned out of the
way: and you have said in your heart, I am, and there is no other. 11Because
of this evil will come on you, which may not be turned away for any price:
and trouble will overtake you, from which no money will give salvation:
destruction will come on you suddenly, without your knowledge. 12 Go on
nowwith your secret arts, and all your wonder-working, to which you have
givenyourself up fromyour earliest days; itmaybe that theywill be of profit
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to you, or by them youmay put fear into your attackers. 13But your mind is
troubledby thenumber of your guides: let themnowcome forward for your
salvation: themeasurers of the heavens, thewatchers of the stars, and those
who are able to say from month to month what things are coming on you.
14Truly, they have become like dry stems, they have been burned in the fire;
they are not able to keep themselves safe from the power of the flame: it is
not a coal forwarming them, orafirebywhichamanmaybe seated. 15Small
profit have youhad from thosewho, fromyour earliest days, got great profit
out of you; they have gone in flight, every one straight before him, and you
have no saviour.

48
1 Give ear to this, O family of Jacob, you who are named by the name of

Israel, and have come out of the body of Judah; who take oaths by the name
of the Lord, andmake use of the name of the God of Israel, but not truly and
not in good faith. 2For they say that they are of the holy town, and put their
faith in the God of Israel: the Lord of armies is his name. 3 I gave word in
the past of the things which came about; they came from my mouth, and
I made them clear: suddenly I did them, and they came about. 4 Because
I saw that your heart was hard, and that your neck was an iron cord, and
your brow brass; 5 For this reason I made it clear to you in the past, before
it came I gave you word of it: for fear that you might say, My god did these
things, andmy pictured andmetal imagesmade them come about. 6All this
has come to your ears and you have seen it; will you not give witness to it?
I am nowmaking clear new things, even secret things, of which you had no
knowledge. 7 They have only now been effected, and not in the past: and
before this day they had not come to your ears; for fear that youmight say, I
had knowledge of them. 8Truly you had no word of them, no knowledge of
them; no news of them in the past had come to your ears; because I sawhow
false was your behaviour, and that your heart was turned against me from
your earliest days. 9Because of my name I will put away my wrath, and for
my praise I will keep myself from cutting you off. 10 See, I have been testing
you for myself like silver; I have put you through the fire of trouble. 11 For
myself, even because of my name, I will do it; for I will not let my name be
shamed; and my glory I will not give to another. 12 Give ear to me, Jacob,
and Israel, my loved one; I am he, I am the first and I am the last. 13 Yes, by
my handwas the earth placed on its base, and bymy right hand the heavens
were stretched out; at my word they take up their places. 14 Come together,
all of you, and give ear; who among you has given news of these things? the
Lord's loved one will do his pleasure with Babylon, and with the seed of the
Chaldaeans. 15 I, even I, have given the word; I have sent for him: I have
made him come, and have given effect to his undertakings. 16 Come near
to me, and give ear to this; from the start I did not keep it secret; from the
time of its coming into existence Iwas there: and now the Lord God has sent
me, and given me his spirit. 17 The Lord who takes up your cause, the Holy
One of Israel, says, I am the Lord your God, who is teaching you for your
profit, guiding you by the way in which you are to go. 18 If only you had
given ear to my orders, then your peace would have been like a river, and
your righteousness as the waves of the sea: 19 Your seed would have been
like the sand, and your offspring like the dust: your name would not be cut
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off or come to an end before me. 20Go out of Babylon, go in flight from the
Chaldaeans; with the sound of songmake it clear, give the news, let theword
go out even to the end of the earth: say, The Lord has taken up the cause of
his servant Jacob. 21They had no need of water when he was guiding them
through the waste lands: he made water come out of the rock for them: the
rock was parted and the waters came flowing out. 22There is no peace, says
the Lord, for the evil-doers.

49
1Give ear, O sea-lands, to me; and take note, you peoples from far: I have

beenmarked out by the Lord from the first; when I was still in mymother's
body, he had my name in mind: 2And he has made my mouth like a sharp
sword, in the shade of his hand he has kept me; and he has made me like
a polished arrow, keeping me in his secret place; 3 And he said to me, You
are my servant, Israel, in whom my glory will be seen; 4 And I said, I have
undergone weariness for nothing, I have given my strength for no purpose
or profit: but still the Lord will take up my cause, and my God will give me
my reward. 5And now, says the Lord, whomademe his servant when I was
still in mymother's body, so that I might make Jacob come back to him, and
so that Israel might come together to him: and I was honoured in the eyes
of the Lord, andmy God becamemy strength. 6 It is not enough for one who
is my servant to put the tribes of Jacob again in their place, and to get back
those of Israelwho have been sent away: my purpose is to give you as a light
to the nations, so that youmay bemy salvation to the end of the earth. 7The
Lordwho takes up Israel's cause, even his Holy One, says to himwhommen
make sport of, who is hated by the nations, a servant of rulers: Kings will
see and get up from their places, and chiefs will give worship: because of
the Lord who keeps faith; even the Holy One of Israel who has taken you
for himself. 8This is the word of the Lord: I have given ear to you at a good
time, and I have been your helper in a day of salvation: and I will keep you
safe, andwill make you a glory for the people, putting the land in order, and
giving them the heritageswhich now arewaste; 9Saying to thosewho are in
chains, Go free; to those who are in the dark, Come out into the light. They
will get foodby thewaywherever theygo, andhavegrass-landsonall thedry
mountain-tops. 10Theywill not be inneed of food or drink, or be troubledby
the heat or the sun: for hewhohasmercy on themwill be their guide, taking
themby the springs ofwater. 11And Iwillmake allmymountains away, and
my highways will be lifted up. 12 See, these are coming from far; and these
from the north and the west; and these from the land of Sinim. 13 Let your
voice be loud in song, O heavens; and be glad, O earth;make sounds of joy, O
mountains, for theLordhasgivencomfort tohispeople, andwill havemercy
on his crushed ones. 14But Zion said, The Lord has givenme up, I have gone
from his memory. 15Will a woman give up the child at her breast, will she
be without pity for the fruit of her body? yes, these may, but I will not let
you go out of my memory. 16 See, your name is marked on my hands; your
walls are ever before me. 17 Your builders are coming quickly; your haters
and those who made you waste will go out of you. 18Let your eyes be lifted
up roundabout, and see: they are all coming together to you. Bymy life, says
the Lord, truly you will put them all on you as an ornament, and be clothed
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with them like abride. 19For though thewaste places of your landhavebeen
given to destruction, now you will not be wide enough for your people, and
those who made you waste will be far away. 20 The children to whom you
gave birth in other lands will say in your ears, The place is not wide enough
for me: make room for me to have a resting-place. 21 Then you will say in
your heart, Who has given me all these children? when my children had
been taken fromme, and I was no longer able to have others, who took care
of these? when I was by myself, where then were these? 22This is the word
of the Lord God: See, I will make a signwithmy hand to the nations, and put
up my flag for the peoples; and they will take up your sons on their beasts,
and your daughters on their backs. 23And kings will take care of you, and
queenswill give you theirmilk: theywill go down on their faces before you,
kissing the dust of your feet; and you will be certain that I am the Lord, and
that those who put their hope inmewill not be shamed. 24Will the goods of
war be taken from the strong man, or the prisoners of the cruel one be let
go? 25But the Lord says, Even the prisoners of the strong will be taken from
him, and the cruel made to let go his goods: for I will take up your cause
against your haters, and I will keep your children safe. 26 And the flesh of
your attackers will be taken by themselves for food; and they will take their
blood for drink, as if it was sweet wine: and all men will see that I the Lord
am your saviour, even he who takes up your cause, the Strong One of Jacob.

50
1 This is the word of the Lord: Where is the statement which I gave your

mother when I put her away? or to which of my creditors have I given you
formoney? Itwas for your sins that youwere given into the hands of others,
and foryourevil-doingwasyourmotherputaway. 2Why, then,when I came,
was there no man? and no one to give answer to my voice? has my hand
become feeble, so that it is unable to take up your cause? or have I no power
to make you free? See, at my word the sea becomes dry, I make the rivers
a waste land: their fish are dead for need of water, and make an evil smell.
3Byme the heavens are clothedwith black, and Imake haircloth their robe.
4TheLordGodhasgivenme the tongueof thosewhoareexperienced, so that
I may be able to give the word a special sense for the feeble: every morning
my ear is open to his teaching, like those who are experienced: 5And I have
not putmyself against him, or let my heart be turned back from him. 6 I was
offeringmyback to thosewhogavemeblows, andmyface to thosewhowere
pulling out my hair: I did not keep my face covered from marks of shame.
7 For the Lord God is my helper; I will not be put to shame: so I have made
my face like a rock, and I am certain that he will give memy right. 8Hewho
takes upmy cause is near; who will go to lawwith me? let us come together
before the judge: who is againstme? let himcomenear tome. 9See, the Lord
God ismy helper; whowill give a decision against me? truly, all of themwill
become old like a robe; they will be food for the worm. 10Who among you
has the fear of the Lord, giving ear to the voice of his servant who has been
walking in the dark andhas no light? Let himput his faith in the name of the
Lord, looking to his God for support. 11 See, all you whomake a fire, arming
yourselves with burning branches: go in the flame of your fire, and among
the branches you have put a light to. This will you have frommy hand, you
will make your bed in sorrow.
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51
1Give ear tome, youwhoare searching for righteousness,whoare looking

for the Lord: see the rock from which you were cut out, and the hole out
of which you were taken. 2 Let your thoughts be turned to Abraham, your
father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth: for when hewas but one, my voice
came to him, and I gave him my blessing, and made him a great people.
3 For the Lord has given comfort to Zion: he has made glad all her broken
walls; making her waste places like Eden, and changing her dry land into
the garden of the Lord; joy and delight will be there, praise and the sound of
melody. 4Give attention tome, Omypeople; andgive ear tome, Omynation;
for teaching will go out fromme, and the knowledge of the true God will be
a light to the peoples. 5 Suddenly will my righteousness come near, and my
salvation will be shining out like the light; the sea-lands will be waiting for
me, and theywill put theirhope inmystrongarm. 6Let your eyesbe liftedup
to theheavens, and turned to the earthwhich is under them: for theheavens
will go in flight like smoke, and the earth will become old like a coat, and its
peoplewill come todestruction like insects: butmysalvationwill be for ever,
and my righteousness will not come to an end. 7 Give ear to me, you who
have knowledge of righteousness, in whose heart is my law; have no fear of
the evil words of men, and give no thought to their curses. 8 For like a coat
theywill be food for the insect, thewormwillmake ameal of them likewool:
but my righteousness will be for ever, and my salvation to all generations.
9 Awake! awake! put on strength, O arm of the Lord, awake! as in the old
days, in the generations long past. Was it not by you that Rahab was cut in
two, and the dragonWounded? 10Did you not make the sea dry, the waters
of the great deep? did you not make the deep waters of the sea a way for
the Lord's people to go through? 11Thosewhom the Lord hasmade freewill
come backwith songs to Zion; and on their headswill be eternal joy: delight
and joy will be theirs, and sorrow and sounds of grief will be gone for ever.
12 I, even I, amyourcomforter: areyousopoor inheart as tobe in fearofman
whowill come to an end, and of the son ofmanwhowill be like grass? 13And
you have given no thought to the Lord your Maker, by whom the heavens
were stretched out, and the earth placed on its base; and you went all day
in fear of the wrath of the cruel one, when he was making ready for your
destruction. And where is the wrath of the cruel one? 14 The prisoner, bent
under his chain, will quickly be made free, and will not go down into the
underworld, and his bread will not come to an end. 15 For I am the Lord
your God, whomakes the sea calmwhen its waves are thundering: the Lord
of armies is his name. 16And I have put my words in your mouth, covering
you with the shade of my hand, stretching out the heavens, and placing the
earth on its base, and saying to Zion, You are my people. 17Awake! awake!
up! O Jerusalem, you who have taken from the Lord's hand the cup of his
wrath; tasting in full measure the wine which overcomes. 18 She has no one
amongall her children tobeher guide; not oneof the sons shehas taken care
of takes her by the hand. 19 These two things have come on you; who will
be weeping for you? wasting and destruction; death from need of food, and
from the sword; howmayyoube comforted? 20Your sons are overcome, like
a roe in a net; they are full of the wrath of the Lord, the punishment of your
God. 21So now give ear to this, youwho are troubled and overcome, but not
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with wine: 22 This is the word of the Lord your master, even your God who
takes up the cause of his people: See, I have taken out of your hand the cup
whichovercomes, even the cupofmywrath; itwill not againbegiven toyou:
23And I will put it into the hand of your cruel masters, and of those whose
yoke has been hard on you; who have said to your soul, Down on your face!
so that we may go over you: and you have given your backs like the earth,
even like the street, for them to go over.

52
1Awake! awake! put onyour strength,OZion; put onyourbeautiful robes,

O Jerusalem, the holy town: for from now there will never again come into
you theuncleanand thosewithout circumcision. 2Makeyourself clean from
the dust; up! and take the seat of your power, O Jerusalem: the bands of
your neck are loose, O prisoned daughter of Zion. 3 For the Lord says, You
were given for nothing, and you will be made free without price. 4 For the
Lord God says, My people went down at first into Egypt, to get a place for
themselves there: and the Assyrian put a cruel yoke on themwithout cause.
5Now then, what have I here? says the Lord, for my people are taken away
without cause; they are made waste and give cries of sorrow, says the Lord,
and all the day the nations put shame on my name. 6 For this cause I will
makemynameclear tomypeople; in thatday theywill becertain that it ismy
wordwhich comes to them; see, here am I. 7Howbeautiful on themountains
are the feet of him who comes with good news, who gives word of peace,
saying that salvation isnear;who says toZion, YourGod is ruling! 8Thevoice
of your watchmen! their voices are loud in song together; for they will see
him, eye to eye,when theLord comesback toZion. 9Give soundsof joy,make
melody together, waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord has given comfort
to his people, he has taken up the cause of Jerusalem. 10The Lord has let his
holy arm be seen by the eyes of all nations; and all the ends of the earth will
see the salvation of our God. 11 Away! away! go out from there, touching
no unclean thing; go out from among her; be clean, you who take up the
vessels of the Lord. 12For youwill not go out suddenly, and youwill not go in
flight: for the Lord will go before you, and the God of Israel will come after
you to keep you. 13 See, my servant will do well in his undertakings, he will
be honoured, and lifted up, and be very high. 14As peoples were surprised
at him, And his face was not beautiful, so as to be desired: his face was so
changed by disease as to be unlike that of aman, and his formwas no longer
that of the sons of men. 15 So will nations give him honour; kings will keep
quiet because of him: for what had not been made clear to them they will
see; and they will give their minds to what had not come to their ears.

53
1Who would have had faith in the word which has come to our ears, and

to whom had the arm of the Lord been unveiled? 2 For his growth was like
that of a delicate plant before him, and like a root out of a dry place: he had
no grace of form, to give us pleasure; 3Menmade sport of him, turning away
from him; he was a man of sorrows, marked by disease; and like one from
whommen's faces are turned away, he was looked down on, and we put no
value on him. 4 But it was our pain he took, and our diseases were put on
him: while to us he seemed as one diseased, on whom God's punishment
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had come. 5But it was for our sins he was wounded, and for our evil doings
he was crushed: he took the punishment by which we have peace, and by
his wounds we are made well. 6We all went wandering like sheep; going
every one of us after his desire; and the Lord put on him the punishment
of us all. 7Men were cruel to him, but he was gentle and quiet; as a lamb
taken to its death, and as a sheep before those who take her wool makes no
sound, so he said not a word. 8 They took away from him help and right,
and who gave a thought to his fate? for he was cut off from the land of the
living: he came to his death for the sin ofmy people. 9And they put his body
into the earthwith sinners, andhis last resting-placewaswith theevil-doers,
though he had done no wrong, and no deceit was in his mouth. 10And the
Lord was pleased ... see a seed, long life, ... will do well in his hand. ... 11 ...
made clear his righteousness before men ... had taken their sins on himself.
12 For this cause he will have a heritage with the great, and he will have a
part in the goods ofwarwith the strong, because he gave up his life, andwas
numbered with the evil-doers; taking on himself the sins of the people, and
making prayer for the wrongdoers.

54
1Let your voice be loud in song, Owomanwithout children;makemelody

andsoundsof joy, youwhodidnot givebirth: for the childrenofherwhohad
no husband are more than those of the married wife, says the Lord. 2Make
wide the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your house be stretched
out without limit: make your cords long, and your tent-pins strong. 3 For I
will make wide your limits on the right hand and on the left; and your seed
will take the nations for a heritage, andmake thewaste towns full of people.
4Have no fear; for you will not be shamed or without hope: you will not be
put to shame, for the shame of your earlier dayswill go out of yourmemory,
and you will no longer keep in mind the sorrows of your widowed years.
5 For your Maker is your husband; the Lord of armies is his name: and the
HolyOneof Israel is hewho takesupyour cause; hewill benamed theGodof
all the earth. 6For the Lord hasmade you come back to him, like a wife who
has been sent away in grief of spirit; for onemaynot give up thewife of one's
early days. 7For a short time I gave you up; butwith greatmercies Iwill take
you back again. 8 In overflowing wrath my face was veiled from you for a
minute, but I will have pity on you for ever, says the Lordwho takes up your
cause. 9 For this is like the days of Noah to me: for as I took an oath that the
waters of Noahwould never again go over the earth, so have I taken an oath
that I will not again be angry with you, or say bitter words to you. 10For the
mountains may be taken away, and the hills be moved out of their places,
but my love will not be taken from you, or my agreement of peace broken,
says the Lord, who has hadmercy on you. 11O troubled one, storm-crushed,
uncomforted! see, your stoneswill be framed in fair colours, and your bases
will be sapphires. 12 I will make your towers of rubies, and your doors of
carbuncles, and the wall round you will be of all sorts of beautiful stones.
13And all your builders will be made wise by the Lord; and great will be the
peace of your children. 14All your rights will be made certain to you: have
no fear of evil, and destruction will not come near you. 15 See, they may be
moved towar, but not bymy authority: all thosewho come together tomake
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an attack on you, will be broken against you. 16 See, I have made the iron-
worker, blowing on the burning coals, andmaking the instrument of war by
his work; and I have made the waster for destruction. 17No instrument of
warwhich is formed against youwill be of any use; and every tonguewhich
says evil against youwill be judged false. This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord, and their righteousness comes fromme, says the Lord.

55
1Ho! everyone in need, come to the waters, and he who has no strength,

let him get food: come, get bread without money; wine and milk without
price. 2Why do you give your money for what is not bread, and the fruit
of your work for what will not give you pleasure? Give ear to me, so that
your food may be good, and you may have the best in full measure. 3Give
ear, and come to me, take note with care, so that your souls may have life:
and I will make an eternal agreement with you, even the certain mercies
of David. 4 See, I have given him as a witness to the peoples, a ruler and a
guide to the nations. 5 See, you will send for a nation of which you had no
knowledge, and those who had no knowledge of you will come running to
you, because of the Lord your God, and because of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has given you glory. 6 Make search for the Lord while he is there,
makeprayer to himwhile he is near: 7Let the sinner give uphisway, and the
evil-doer his purpose: and let him come back to the Lord, and he will have
mercyonhim; and to ourGod, for there is full forgivenesswithhim. 8Formy
thoughts are not your thoughts, or your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9 For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain comes down,
and the snow from heaven, and does not go back again, but gives water to
the earth, andmakes it fertile, giving seed to the planter, and bread for food;
11 So will my word be which goes out of my mouth: it will not come back to
me with nothing done, but it will give effect to my purpose, and do that for
which I have sent it. 12 For you will go out with joy, and be guided in peace:
the mountains and the hills will make melody before you, and all the trees
of the fieldswill make sounds of joy. 13 In place of the thornwill come up the
fir-tree, and in place of the blackberry the myrtle: and it will be to the Lord
for a name, for an eternal sign which will not be cut off.

56
1The Lord says, Let your way of life be upright, and let your behaviour be

rightly ordered: for my salvation is near, andmy righteousness will quickly
be seen. 2 Happy is the man who does this, and the son of man whose
behaviour is so ordered; who keeps the Sabbath holy, and his hand from
doing any evil. 3And let not the man from a strange country, who has been
joined to theLord, say, TheLordwill certainlyput adivisionbetweenmeand
his people: and let not the unsexed man say, See, I am a dry tree. 4 For the
Lord says, As for the unsexed who keep my Sabbaths, and give their hearts
to pleasingme, and keep their agreementwithme: 5 Iwill give to them inmy
house, and inside mywalls, a place and a name better than that of sons and
daughters; Iwill give themaneternalnamewhichwill notbecutoff. 6Andas
for those froma strange country, who are joined to the Lord, to giveworship
to himandhonour to his name, to be his servants, even everyonewho keeps
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the Sabbath holy, and keeps his agreement with me: 7 I will make them
come to my holy mountain, and will give them joy in my house of prayer;
I will take pleasure in the burned offerings which they make on my altar:
for my house will be named a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 The Lord
God, who gets together thewandering ones of Israel, says, I will get together
others in addition to those of Israel who have come back. 9 All you beasts
of the field, come together for your meat, even all you beasts of the wood.
10Hiswatchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all dogs
without tongues, unable to make a sound; stretched out dreaming, loving
sleep. 11Yes, the dogs are for ever looking for food; while these, the keepers
of the sheep, are without wisdom: they have all gone after their pleasure,
every one looking for profit; they are all the same. 12 Come, they say, I will
get wine, and we will take strong drink in full measure; and tomorrow will
be like today, full of pleasure.

57
1 The upright man goes to his death, and no one gives a thought to it; and

god-fearingmen are taken away, andno one is troubled by it; for the upright
man is taken away because of evil-doing, and goes into peace. 2They are at
rest in their last resting-places, every one going straight before him. 3 But
come near, you sons of her who is wise in secret arts, the seed of her who
is false to her husband, and of the loose woman. 4 Of whom do you make
sport? againstwhom is yourmouth openwide and your tongue put out? are
you not uncontrolled children, a false seed, 5You who are burning with evil
desire among the oaks, under every green tree; putting children to death
in the valleys, under the cracks of the rocks? 6 Among the smooth stones
of the valley is your heritage; they, even they, are your part: even to them
have you made a drink offering and a meal offering. Is it possible for such
things to be overlooked byme? 7You have put your bed on a highmountain:
there youwent up tomake your offering. 8And on the back of the doors and
on the pillars you have put your sign: for you have been false to me with
another; you havemade your bedwide, andmade an agreementwith them;
you had a desire for their bed where you saw it 9 And you went to Melech
with oil and much perfume, and you sent your representatives far off, and
went as low as the underworld. 10 You were tired with your long journeys;
but you did not say, There is no hope: you got new strength, and so youwere
not feeble. 11And of whomwere you in fear, so that you were false, and did
not keep me in mind, or give thought to it? Have I not been quiet, keeping
myself secret, and so you were not in fear of me? 12 I will make clear what
your righteousness is like and your works; you will have no profit in them.
13Your false gods will not keep you safe in answer to your cry; but the wind
will take them, they will be gone like a breath: but he who puts his hope in
mewill take the land, andwill havemyholymountain ashis heritage. 14And
I will say, Make it high, make it high, get ready the way, take the stones out
of the way of my people. 15For this is the word of himwho is high and lifted
up, whose resting-place is eternal, whose name is Holy: my resting-place is
in thehigh andholy place, andwithhimwho is crushed andpoor in spirit, to
give life to the spirit of the poor, and tomake strong the heart of the crushed.
16For I will not give punishment for ever, or be angry without end: for from
me breath goes out; and I it was whomade the souls. 17 I was quickly angry
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with his evil ways, and sent punishment on him, veiling my face in wrath:
and he went on, turning his heart from me. 18 I have seen his ways, and I
will make himwell: I will give him rest, comforting him and his people who
are sad. 19 Iwill give the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace, to himwho isnear and
to himwho is far off, says the Lord; and I will make himwell. 20But the evil-
doers are like the troubled sea, forwhich there is no rest, and itswaters send
up earth and waste. 21There is no peace, says my God, for the evil-doers.

58
1Make a loud cry, do not be quiet, let your voice be sounding like a horn,

andmakeclear tomypeople their evil doings, and to the familyof Jacob their
sins. 2 Though they make prayer to me every day, and take pleasure in the
knowledge ofmyways: like a nationwhich has done righteousness, and has
not given up the rules of their God, they make requests to me for the right
orders, it is their delight to come near to God. 3They say, Why have we kept
ourselves fromfood, andyoudonot see it? whyhavewekept ourselves from
pleasure, and you takenonote of it? If, in the dayswhenyoukeep from food,
you take the chance to do your business, and get in your debts; 4 If keeping
from foodmakes youquickly angry, ready forfighting andgivingblowswith
evil hands; your holy days are not such as to make your voice come to my
ears on high. 5Have I given orders for such a day as this? a day for keeping
yourselves from pleasure? is it only a question of the bent head, of putting
on haircloth, and being seated in the dust? is this what seems to you a holy
day, well-pleasing to the Lord? 6 Is not this the holy day for which I have
given orders: to let loose those who have wrongly been made prisoners, to
undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the crushed go free, and every yoke be
broken? 7 Is it not to give your bread to those in need, and to let the poorwho
have no resting-place come into your house? to put a robe on the unclothed
one when you see him, and not to keep your eyes shut for fear of seeing his
flesh? 8Thenwill light be shining on you like themorning, and yourwounds
will quicklybewell: andyour righteousnesswill gobeforeyou, and theglory
of the Lord will come after you. 9 Then at the sound of your voice, the Lord
will give an answer; at your cry hewill say, Here am I. If you take away from
amongyou theyoke, theputtingoutof thefingerof shame, and theevilword;
10And if you give your bread to those in need of it, so that the troubled one
may have his desire; then youwill have light in the dark, and your nightwill
be as the full light of the sun: 11And the Lord will be your guide at all times;
in dry places he will give you water in full measure, and will make strong
your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like an ever-flowing
spring. 12And your sonswill be building again the oldwaste places: youwill
make strong the bases of old generations: and you will be named, He who
puts up the broken walls, and, He who makes ready the ways for use. 13 If
youkeep theSabbathwith care, notdoingyourbusiness onmyholyday; and
if the Sabbath seems to you a delight, and the newmoon of the Lord a thing
to be honoured; and if you give respect to himbynot doing your business, or
going after your pleasure, or saying unholy words; 14Then the Lord will be
your delight; and Iwill put you on the high places of the earth; and Iwill give
you the heritage of Jacob your father: for themouth of the Lord has said it.
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59
1Truly, the Lord's hand has not become short, so that he is unable to give

salvation; and his ear is not shut from hearing: 2 But your sins have come
between you and your God, and by your evil doings his face has been veiled
from you, so that he will give you no answer. 3 For your hands are unclean
with blood, and your fingers with sin; your lips have said false things, and
your tongue gives out deceit. 4 No one puts forward an upright cause, or
gives a true decision: their hope is in deceit, and their words are false; they
arewith childwith sin, andgivebirth toevil. 5Theygivebirth to snake's eggs,
and make spider's threads: whoever takes their eggs for food comes to his
death, and the eggwhich is crushed becomes a poison-snake. 6Their twisted
threads will not make clothing, and their works will give them nothing for
covering themselves: their works are works of sin, and violent acts are in
their hands. 7Their feet go quickly to evil, and they take delight in the death
of the upright; their thoughts are thoughts of sin; wasting and destruction
are in theirways. 8Theyhaveno knowledge of theway of peace, and there is
no sense of what is right in their behaviour: they havemade for themselves
ways which are not straight; whoever goes in them has no knowledge of
peace. 9 For this cause our right is far from us, and righteousness does not
overtake us: we are looking for light, but there is only the dark; for the
shining of the sun, but our way is in the night. 10 We go on our way, like
blind men feeling for the wall, even like those who have no eyes: we are
running against things in daylight as if it was evening; our place is in the
dark like dead men. 11We make noises of grief, like bears, and sad sounds
like doves: we are looking for our right, but it is not there; for salvation, but
it is far from us. 12 For our evil doings are increased before you, and our
sins give witness against us: for our evil doings are with us, and we have
knowledge of our sins: 13We have gone against the Lord, and been false to
him, turning away from our God, our words have been uncontrolled, and
in our hearts are thoughts of deceit. 14 And the right is turned back, and
righteousness is far away: for good faith is not tobe seen in thepublic places,
and upright behaviourmay not come into the town. 15Yes, faith is gone; and
he whose heart is turned from evil comes into the power of the cruel: and
the Lord saw it, and he was angry that there was no one to take up their
cause. 16And he saw that there was no man, and was surprised that there
was no one to take up their cause: so his arm gave salvation, and he made
righteousness his support. 17 Yes, he put on righteousness as a breastplate,
and salvation as a head-dress; and he put on punishment as clothing, and
wrath as a robe. 18Hewill give them the right reward of their doings, wrath
to his attackers, punishment to his haters, and even on the sea-lands he will
sendpunishment. 19So theywill see thenameof theLord from thewest, and
his glory from the east: for hewill come like a rushing stream, forced onby a
wind of the Lord. 20And as a saviour he will come to Zion, turning away sin
from Jacob, says the Lord. 21And as forme, this is my agreement with them,
says the Lord: my spirit which is on you, and my words which I have put in
your mouth, will not go away from your mouth, or from the mouth of your
seed, or from themouth of your seed's seed, says the Lord, fromnowand for
ever.
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60

1Up! let your face be bright, for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord is shining on you. 2 For truly, the earth will be dark, and the peoples
veiled in blackest night; but the Lord will be shining on you, and his glory
will be seen among you. 3And nations will come to your light, and kings to
your bright dawn. 4Let your eyes be lifted up, and see: they are all coming
together to you: your sons will come from far, and your daughters taken
with loving care. 5Then you will see, and be bright with joy, and your heart
will be shaking with increase of delight: for the produce of the sea will be
turned to you, the wealth of the nations will come to you. 6 You will be full
of camel-trains, even the young camels ofMidian and Ephah; all fromSheba
will come, with gold and spices, giving word of the great acts of the Lord.
7All the flocks of Kedarwill come together to you, the sheep of Nebaiothwill
be ready for your need; they will be pleasing offerings on my altar, and my
house of prayer will be beautiful. 8Who are these coming like a cloud, like
a flight of doves to their windows? 9Vessels of the sea-lands are waiting for
me, and the ships of Tarshish first, so that your sonsmay come from far, and
their silver and gold with them, to the place of the name of the Lord your
God, and to theHolyOneof Israel, becausehehasmadeyoubeautiful. 10And
men from strange countries will be building up your walls, and their kings
will be your servants: for in my wrath I sent punishment on you, but in my
grace I have had mercy on you. 11Your doors will be open at all times; they
will not be shut day or night; so thatmenmay come into youwith thewealth
of the nations, with their kings at their head. 12 For the nation or kingdom
whichwill not be your servantwill come to destruction; suchnationswill be
completely waste. 13The glory of Lebanonwill come to you, the cypress, the
plane, and the sherbin-tree together, to make my holy place beautiful; and
the resting-place ofmy feet will be full of glory. 14And the sons of those who
werecruel toyouwill comebeforeyouwithbentheads; and thosewhomade
sport of youwill go down on their faces at your feet; and youwill be named,
The Town of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15And though you
were turned away from, and hated, and had no helper, I will make you a
pride for ever, a joy from generation to generation. 16And you will take the
milk of the nations, flowing from the breast of kings; and you will see that
I, the Lord, am your saviour, and he who takes up your cause, the Strong
One of Jacob. 17 In place of brass, I will give gold, and for iron silver, and
for wood brass, and for stones iron: and I will make Peace your judge, and
Righteousness your overseer. 18 Violent acts will no longer be seen in your
land, wasting or destruction in your limits; but your walls will be named,
Salvation, and your doors Praise. 19 The sun will not be your light by day,
and the moonwill no longer be bright for you by night: but the Lord will be
to you an eternal light, and yourGod your glory. 20Your sunwill never again
go down, or yourmoon keep back her light: for the Lordwill be your eternal
light, and the days of your sorrow will be ended. 21 Your people will all be
upright, the land will be their heritage for ever; the branch of my planting,
theworkofmyhands, to be formyglory. 22The smallest of their familieswill
become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I, the Lord, will make
it come quickly in its time.
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61
1 The spirit of the Lord is on me, because I am marked out by him to give

good news to the poor; he has sent me to make the broken-hearted well, to
say that the prisonerswill bemade free, and that those in chainswill see the
light again; 2To give knowledge that the year of the Lord's good pleasure has
come, and the day of punishment from our God; to give comfort to all who
are sad; 3To give thema fair head-dress in place of dust, the oil of joy in place
of the clothing of grief, praise in place of sorrow; so that theymay be named
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, and so that he may have
glory. 4And they will be building again the old broken walls, and will make
new the old waste places, and will put up again the towns which have been
waste for long generations. 5And men from strange countries will be your
herdsmen, and those who are not Israelites will be your ploughmen and
vine-keepers. 6But youwill be named the priests of the Lord, the servants of
our God: you will have the wealth of the nations for your food, and you will
be clothed with their glory. 7As they had twice as much grief, and marks of
shamewere their heritage, so in their land theywill be rewarded twice over,
andwill have eternal joy. 8For I, the Lord, take pleasure in upright judging; I
will not put upwith the violent taking away of right; and Iwill certainly give
them their reward, and I will make an eternal agreement with them. 9And
their seed will be noted among the nations, and their offspring among the
peoples: it will be clear to all who see them that they are the seed to which
the Lord has given his blessing. 10 I will be full of joy in the Lord,my soulwill
be glad in my God; for he has put on me the clothing of salvation, covering
mewith the robe of righteousness, as the husband puts on a fair head-dress,
and the bride makes herself beautiful with jewels. 11 For as the earth puts
out buds, and as the garden gives growth to the seeds which are planted in
it, so the Lord will make righteousness and praise to be flowering before all
the nations.

62
1Because of Zion Iwill not keep quiet, and because of Jerusalem Iwill take

no rest, till her righteousness goes out like the shining of the sun, and her
salvation like a burning light. 2And the nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings your glory: and youwill have a new name, given by themouth
of the Lord. 3 And you will be a fair crown in the hand of the Lord, and a
king's head-dress in the hand of your God. 4Youwill not now be named, She
who is given up; and your land will no longer be named, The waste land:
but you will have the name, My pleasure is in her, and your land will be
named, Married: for the Lord has pleasure in you, and your land will be
married. 5For as a youngman takes a virgin for his wife, so will yourmaker
bemarried toyou: andasahusbandhas joy inhisbride, sowill theLordyour
God be glad over you. 6 I have put watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;
theywill not keep quiet day or night: youwho are the Lord's recorders, take
norest, 7Andgivehimnorest, till heputs Jerusaleminherplace tobepraised
in theearth. 8TheLordhas takenanoathbyhis righthand, andby thearmof
his strength, Truly, Iwill no longer give your grain to be food for yourhaters;
andmenof strange countrieswill not take thewine forwhich yourworkhas
been done: 9But those who have got in the grain will have it for their food,
and will give praise to the Lord; and those who have got in the grapes will
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take the wine of them in the open places of my holy house. 10 Go through,
go through the doors; make ready the way of the people; let the highway be
lifted up; let the stones be taken away; let a flag be lifted up over the peoples.
11The Lord has sent out word to the end of the earth, Say to the daughter of
Zion, See, your saviour comes; those whom he has made free are with him,
and those towhomhe has given salvation go before him. 12And theywill be
named, The holy people, Those whose cause has been taken up by the Lord:
and youwill be named, Desired, A town not given up.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom, with blood-red robes from Bozrah?

he whose clothing is fair, stepping with pride in his great strength? I whose
glory is in the right, strong for salvation. 2 Why is your clothing red, and
why are your robes like those of one who is crushing the grapes? 3 I have
been crushing the grapes by myself, and of the peoples there was no man
with me: in mywrath and inmy passion, they were crushed under my feet;
and my robes are marked with their life-blood, and all my clothing is red.
4 For the day of punishment is in my heart, and the year for the payment of
the price for my people has come. 5And I saw that there was no helper, and
I was wondering that no one gave them support: so my arm did the work of
salvation, and my wrath was my support. 6And in my passion the peoples
were crushed under my feet, and broken inmywrath, and I put down their
strength to the earth. 7 I will give news of the mercies of the Lord, and his
great acts, even all the things the Lord has done for us, in his great grace to
the house of Israel; even all he has done for us in his unnumbered mercies.
8 For he said, Truly they are my people, children who will not be false: so
he was their saviour out of all their trouble. 9 It was no sent one or angel,
but he himself who was their saviour: in his love and in his pity he took up
their cause, and he took them in his arms, caring for them all through the
years. 10 But they went against him, causing grief to his holy spirit: so he
was turned against them, and made war on them. 11 Then the early days
came to their minds, the days of Moses his servant: and they said, Where is
hewhomade the keeper of his flock come up from the sea? where is hewho
put his holy spirit among them, 12He who made the arm of his glory go at
the right hand of Moses, by whom the waters were parted before them, to
make himself an eternal name; 13He who made them go through the deep
waters, like a horse in the waste land? 14Like the cattle which go down into
the valley, they went without falling, the spirit of the Lord guiding them: so
youwentbefore yourpeople, tomakeyourself a greatname. 15Let your eyes
be lookingdown fromheaven, fromyourholy andbeautiful house: where is
your deep feeling, theworking of your power? do not keep back themoving
of your pity and your mercies: 16 For you are our father, though Abraham
has no knowledge of us, and Israel gives no thought to us: you, O Lord, are
our father; from the earliest days you have taken up our cause. 17O Lord,
why do you send us wandering from yourways, making our hearts hard, so
thatwehave no fear of you? Comeback, because of your servants, the tribes
of your heritage. 18Why have evil men gone over your holy place, so that it
has been crushed under the feet of our haters? 19We have become as those
whowere never ruled by you, on whom your namewas not named.
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64
1O let the heavens be broken open and come down, so that themountains

may be shaking before you, 2As when fire puts the brushwood in flames, or
aswhenwater is boiling from the heat of the fire: tomake your name feared
byyourhaters, so that thenationsmaybe shakingbeforeyou; 3While youdo
acts of power for whichwe are not looking, andwhich have not come to the
ears ofmen in the past. 4The ear has not had news of, or the eye seen, ... any
Godbut you,working for themanwho iswaiting forhim. 5Will younothave
mercyonhimwho takespleasure indoing righteousness, evenon thosewho
keep in mind your ways? Truly you were angry, and we went on doing evil,
and sinning against you in the past. 6Forwehave all become like anunclean
person, and all our good acts are like a dirty robe: and we have all become
old like a dead leaf, and our sins, like the wind, take us away. 7And there is
noonewhomakesprayer to yourname, orwho ismoved to keep true to you:
for your face is veiled from us, and you have given us into the power of our
sins. 8But now, O Lord, you are our father; we are the earth, and you are our
maker; and we are all the work of your hand. 9 Be not very angry, O Lord,
and do not keep our sins in mind for ever: give ear to our prayer, for we are
all your people. 10Your holy towns have become awaste, Zion has become a
waste, Jerusalem is amass of brokenwalls. 11Our holy and beautiful house,
where our fathers gave praise to you, is burned with fire; and all the things
of our desire have come to destruction. 12 In view of all this, will you still do
nothing, O Lord? will you keep quiet, and go on increasing our punishment?

65
1 I have been ready to give an answer to those who did not make prayer

to me; I have been offering myself to those who were not searching for me;
I said, Here am I, here am I, to a nation which gave no respect to my name.
2All day my hands have been stretched out to an uncontrolled people, who
go in an evil way, after the purposes of their hearts; 3 A people who make
me angry every day, making offerings in gardens, and burning perfumes
on bricks. 4Who are seated in the resting-places of the dead, and by night
are in the secret places; who take pig's flesh for food, and have the liquid
of disgusting things in their vessels. 5 Who say, Keep away, do not come
near me, for fear that I make you holy: these are a smoke in my nose, a fire
burning all day. 6See, it is recorded beforeme, says the Lord: I will not keep
back my hand, till I have sent punishment, 7 For their sins and the sins of
their fathers,whowereburningperfumeson themountains, and saying evil
things against me on the hills: so I will take the measure of their sins, and
will send the punishment for them into their breast. 8 This is the word of
the Lord: As the new wine is seen in the grapes, and they say, Do not send
destruction on it, for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants, in order
that I may not put an end to them all. 9And I will take a seed out of Jacob,
and out of Judah one who will have my mountains for a heritage: and the
people I have taken to be mine will have it for themselves, and my servants
will have their resting-place there. 10And Sharonwill be a grass-land for the
flocks, and the valley of Achor a resting-place for the herds: for my people
whose hearts have been turned back tome. 11But as for youwhohave given
up the Lord, who have no care for my holy mountain, who get ready a table
for Chance, and make offerings of mixed wine to Fate; 12 Your fate will be
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the sword, and you will all go down to death: because whenmy voice came
to you, you made no answer; you did not give ear to my word; but you did
what was evil in my eyes, desiring what was not pleasing to me. 13 For this
cause says the Lord God, My servants will have food, but youwill be in need
of food: my servants will have drink, but you will be dry: my servants will
have joy, but youwill be shamed: 14Myservantswillmake songs in the joy of
their hearts, but you will be crying for sorrow, and making sounds of grief
from a broken spirit. 15And your name will become a curse to my people,
and the Lord Godwill put you to death, and give his servants another name:
16 So that he who is requesting a blessing will make use of the name of the
true God, and he who takes an oath will do so by the true God; because the
past troubles are gone out of mind, and because they are covered from my
eyes. 17 For see, I am making a new heaven and a new earth: and the past
thingswill be gone completely out ofmind. 18Butmenwill be glad and have
joy for ever in what I ammaking; for I ammaking Jerusalem a delight, and
her people a joy. 19 And I will be glad over Jerusalem, and have joy in my
people: and the voice of weeping will no longer be sounding in her, or the
voice of grief. 20 No longer will there be there a child whose days are cut
short, or an old man whose days have not come to their full measure: for
the young man at his death will be a hundred years old, and he whose life
is shorter than a hundred years will seem as one cursed. 21 And they will
be building houses and living in them; planting vine-gardens and getting
the fruit of them. 22They will no longer be building for the use of others, or
planting for others to have the fruit: for the days ofmypeoplewill be like the
days of a tree, andmy loved oneswill have joy in fullmeasure in thework of
theirhands. 23Theirworkwill not be fornothing, and theywill not givebirth
to children for destruction; for they are a seed to whom the Lord has given
his blessing, and their offspring will be with them. 24And before they make
their request I will give an answer, and while they are still making prayer
to me, I will give ear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will take their food together,
and the lionwillmake ameal of grass like the ox: but dustwill be the snake's
food. There will be no cause of pain or destruction in all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.

66
1 The Lord says, Heaven is the seat of my power, and earth is the resting-

place for my feet: what sort of house will you make for me, and what place
will be my resting-place? 2For all these things my hand has made, and they
are mine, says the Lord; but to this man only will I give attention, to him
who is poor and broken in spirit, fearing my word. 3He who puts an ox to
death puts a man to death; he who makes an offering of a lamb puts a dog
to death; he whomakes a meal offering makes an offering of pig's blood; he
who makes an offering of perfumes for a sign gives worship to an image:
as they have gone after their desires, and their soul takes pleasure in their
disgusting things; 4So I will go after trouble for them, andwill send on them
what they are fearing: because no one made answer to my voice, or gave
ear to my word; but they did what was evil in my eyes, going after that in
which I took no pleasure. 5Give ear to the word of the Lord, you who are in
fear at hisword: your countrymen, hating you, and driving you out because
of my name, have said, Let the Lord's glory be made clear, so that we may
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see your joy; but they will be put to shame. 6 There is a noise of war from
the town, a sound from the Temple, the voice of the Lord giving punishment
to his haters. 7Before her pains came, she gave birth; before her pains, she
gave birth to aman-child. 8When has such a story come tomen's ears? who
has seen such things? will a land come to birth in one day? will a nation be
givenbirth in aminute? ForwhenZion's pains cameonher, she gavebirth to
her children straight away. 9Will I bywhom the birthwas started, notmake
it complete? says the Lord. Will I whomake children come to birth, let them
be kept back? says your God. 10Have joy with Jerusalem, and be glad with
her, all you her lovers: take part in her joy, all you who are sorrowing for
her: 11So that youmay take of the comfort flowing from her breasts, and be
delighted with the full measure of her glory. 12 For the Lord says, See, I will
make her peace like a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing
stream, and she will take her children in her arms, gently caring for them
on her knees. 13As to one who is comforted by his mother, so will I give you
comfort: and you will be comforted in Jerusalem. 14And you will see it and
your heart will be glad, and your bones will get new strength, like young
grass: and the hand of the Lord will be seen at work for his servants, and
hiswrath against his haters. 15For the Lord is comingwith fire, and hiswar-
carriages will be like the storm-wind; to give punishment in the heat of his
wrath, andhispassion is likeflamesoffire. 16Forwithfireandswordwill the
Lord come, judging all the earth, andhis swordwill be on all flesh: and great
numbers will be put to death by him. 17As for those who keep themselves
separate, and make themselves clean in the gardens, going after one in the
middle, taking pig's flesh for food, and other disgusting things, such as the
mouse: theirworks and their thoughtswill come to an end together, says the
Lord. 18And I am coming to get together all nations and tongues: and they
will come and will see my glory. 19And I will put a sign among them, and I
will send those who are still living to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud,
Meshech and Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to the sea-lands far away, who have
not had word of me, or seen my glory; and they will give the knowledge of
my glory to the nations. 20And theywill take your countrymen out of all the
nations for an offering to the Lord, on horses, and in carriages, and in carts,
and on asses, and on camels, to my holymountain Jerusalem, says the Lord,
as the children of Israel take their offering in a clean vessel into the house
of the Lord. 21And some of themwill I take for priests and Levites, says the
Lord. 22 For as the new heaven and the new earth which I will make will
be for ever beforeme, says the Lord, so will your seed and your name be for
ever. 23And itwill be, that fromnewmoontonewmoon, and fromSabbath to
Sabbath, all fleshwill come to giveworship beforeme, says the Lord. 24And
theywill go out to see the dead bodies of themenwhohave done evil against
me: for their worm will ever be living, and their fire will never be put out,
and they will be a thing of fear to all flesh.
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The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 2 To whom the word of the Lord came
in the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year
of his rule. 3And it came again in the days of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, up to the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of
Judah; till Jerusalem was taken away in the fifth month. 4Now the word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 5Before you were formed in the body of your
mother I had knowledge of you, and before your birth I made you holy; I
have given you the work of being a prophet to the nations. 6 Then said I, O
Lord God! see, I have no power of words, for I am a child. 7 But the Lord
said to me, Do not say, I am a child: for wherever I send you, you are to go,
andwhatever I give you orders to say, you are to say. 8Have no fear because
of them: for I am with you, to keep you safe, says the Lord. 9 Then the Lord
put out his hand, touching my mouth; and the Lord said to me, See, I have
putmywords in yourmouth: 10See, this day I have put you over the nations
and over the kingdoms, for uprooting and smashing down, for destruction
and overturning, for building up and planting. 11Again theword of the Lord
came tome, saying, Jeremiah, what do you see? And I said, I see a branch of
an almond-tree. 12Then the Lord said to me, You have seen well: for I keep
watch over my word to give effect to it. 13 And the word of the Lord came
to me a second time, saying, What do you see? And I said, I see a boiling
pot, and its face is from the north. 14 Then the Lord said to me, Out of the
north evil will come, bursting out on all the people of the land. 15 For see, I
will send for all the families of the kingdoms of the north, says the Lord; and
theywill come, everyoneplacinghis high seat at theway into Jerusalem, and
against its walls on every side, and against all the towns of Judah. 16And I
will givemydecisionagainst themonaccount of all their evil-doing; because
they have given me up, burning perfumes to other gods and worshipping
the works of their hands. 17 So make yourself ready, and go and say to them
everything I give you orders to say: do not be overcome by fear of them, or
I will send fear on you before them. 18 For see, this day have I made you
a walled town, and an iron pillar, and walls of brass, against all the land,
against thekingsof Judah, against its captains, against itspriests, andagainst
the people of the land. 19They will be fighting against you, but they will not
overcome you: for I amwith you, says the Lord, to give you salvation.

2
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2Go and say in the ears of

Jerusalem, The Lord says, I still keep the memory of your kind heart when
you were young, and your love when you became my bride; how you went
after me in the waste of sand, in an unplanted land. 3 Israel was holy to
the Lord, the first-fruits of his increase: all who made attacks on him were
judged as wrongdoers, evil came on them, says the Lord. 4 Give ear to the
words of the Lord, O sons of Jacob and all the families of Israel: 5 These are
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the words of the Lord: What evil have your fathers seen in me that they
have gone far fromme, and, walking after what is false, have become false?
6And they never said, Where is the Lord, who took us up out of the land of
Egypt; whowas our guide through the waste of sand, through an unplanted
land full of deep holes, through a dry land of deep shade, which no onewent
through and where no man was living? 7And I took you into a fertile land,
where you were living on its fruit and its wealth; but when you came in,
youmademy land unclean, andmademy heritage a disgusting thing. 8The
priests did not say, Where is the Lord? and those who were expert in the
law had no knowledge of me: and the rulers did evil against me, and the
prophetsbecameprophetsof theBaal, goingafter thingswithoutvalue. 9For
this reason, I will again put forward my cause against you, says the Lord,
even against you and against your children's children. 10 For go over to the
sea-lands of Kittim and see; send to Kedar and give deep thought to it; and
see if therehas ever been sucha thing. 11Has anynation evermadea change
in their gods, though they are no gods? but my people have given up their
glory in exchange for what is of no profit. 12Be full of wonder, O heavens, at
this; be overcome with fear, be completely waste, says the Lord. 13 For my
people have done two evils; they have given up me, the fountain of living
waters, and have made for themselves water-holes, cut out from the rock,
broken water-holes, of no use for storing water. 14 Is Israel a servant? has
he been a house-servant from birth? why has he been made waste? 15 The
young lions have made an outcry against him with a loud voice: they have
made his land waste; his towns are burned up, with no one living in them.
16Even the children of Noph and Tahpanhes have put shame on you. 17Has
not this come on you because you have given up the Lord your God, who
was your guide by the way? 18And now, what have you to do on the way to
Egypt, to get your drink from the waters of the Nile? or what have you to do
on the way to Assyria, to get your drink from the waters of the River? 19The
evil you yourselves have done will be your punishment, your errors will be
your judge: be certain then, and see that it is an evil and a bitter thing to
give up the Lord your God, and no longer to bemoved by fear ofme, says the
Lord, the Lord of armies. 20 For in the past, your yoke was broken by your
hands and your cords parted; and you said, I will not be your servant; for
on every high hill and under every branching tree, your behaviour was like
that of a loosewoman 21Butwhenyouwereplantedbyme, youwere anoble
vine, in every way a true seed: how then have you been changed into the
branching plant of a strange vine? 22 For even if you are washed with soda
and takemuch soap, still your evil-doing ismarked beforeme, says the Lord
God. 23How are you able to say, I am not unclean, I have not gone after the
Baals? see your way in the valley, be clear about what you have done: you
are a quick-footed camel twisting her way in and out; 24 An untrained ass,
used to thewaste land, breathing up thewind in her desire; at her time, who
is able to send her away? all thosewho are looking for herwill have no need
to make themselves tired; in her month they will get her. 25Do not let your
foot be without shoes, or your throat dry from need of water: but you said,
There is no hope: no, for I have been a lover of strange gods, and after them
Iwill go. 26As the thief is shamedwhen he is taken, so is Israel shamed; they,
their kings and their rulers, their priests and their prophets; 27Who say to a
tree, Youaremy father; and toa stone, Youhavegivenme life: for theirbacks
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have been turned tome, not their faces: but in the time of their trouble they
will say, Up! and be our saviour. 28 But where are the gods you have made
for yourselves? let them come, if they are able to give you salvation in the
time of your trouble: for the number of your gods is as the number of your
towns, O Judah. 29Why will you put forward your cause against me? You
have all done evil against me, says the Lord. 30 I gave your children blows
to no purpose; they got no good from training: your sword has been the
destruction of your prophets, like a death-giving lion. 31O generation, see
the word of the Lord. Have I been a waste land to Israel? or a land of dark
night? why do my people say, We have got loose, we will not come to you
again? 32 Is it possible for a virgin to put out of her memory her ornaments,
or a bride her robes? but my people have put me out of their memories for
unnumbered days. 33With what care are your ways ordered when you are
looking for love! so ... your ways. 34And in the skirts of your robe may be
seen the life-blood of thosewho have done nowrong: ... 35And still you said,
I have done no wrong; truly, his wrath is turned away from me. See, I will
takeup the causeagainst you, becauseyou say, I havedonenowrong. 36Why
do you go about so much for the purpose of changing your way? you will
be shamed on account of Egypt, as you were shamed on account of Assyria.
37Truly, youwill goout fromhimwithyourhandsonyourhead: for theLord
has given up those in whom you have put your faith, and they will be of no
help to you.

3
1They say, If amanputs awayhiswife and she goes fromhimandbecomes

another man's, will he go back to her again? will not that land have been
made unclean? but though you have been acting like a loose woman with a
number of lovers, will you now come back to me? says the Lord. 2Let your
eyesbe liftedup to theopenhilltops, and see;wherehaveyounotbeen taken
by your lovers? You have been seated waiting for them by the wayside like
an Arabian in the waste land; you have made the land unclean with your
loose ways and your evil-doing. 3 So the showers have been kept back, and
there has been no spring rain; still your brow is the brow of a loose woman,
youwill not let yourself be shamed. 4Will younot, from this time,makeyour
prayer to me, crying, My father, you are the friend of my early years? 5Will
he be angry for ever? will he keep his wrath to the end? These things you
have said, and have done evil and have had yourway. 6And the Lord said to
me in the days of Josiah the king, Have you seen what Israel, turning away
from me, has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under
every branching tree, acting like a loosewoman there. 7And I said, After she
has done all these things she will come back to me; but she did not. And her
false sister Judah saw it. 8And though she saw that, because Israel, turning
away from me, had been untrue to me, I had put her away and given her
a statement in writing ending the relation between us, still Judah, her false
sister, had no fear, but went and did the same. 9So that through all her loose
behaviour the land became unclean, and she was untrue, giving herself to
stones and trees. 10But for all this, her false sister Judahhasnot comeback to
me with all her heart, but with deceit, says the Lord. 11And the Lord said to
me, Israel in her turning away is seen to be more upright than false Judah.
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12 Go, and give out these words to the north, and say, Come back, O Israel,
though you have been turned away from me, says the Lord; my face will
not be against you in wrath: for I am full of mercy, says the Lord, I will not
be angry for ever. 13Only be conscious of your sin, the evil you have done
against the Lord your God; you have gone with strange men under every
branching tree, giving no attention tomy voice, says the Lord. 14Come back,
O children who are turned away, says the Lord; for I am a husband to you,
and I will take you, one from a town and two from a family, and will make
you come to Zion; 15And I will give you keepers, pleasing to my heart, who
will give you your food with knowledge and wisdom. 16 And it will come
about, when your numbers are increased in the land, in those days, says
the Lord, that they will no longer say, The ark of the agreement of the Lord:
it will not come into their minds, they will not have any memory of it, or
be conscious of the loss of it, and it will not be made again. 17 At that time
Jerusalemwill be named the seat of the Lord's kingdom; and all the nations
will come together to it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem: and no longer
will their steps be guided by the purposes of their evil hearts. 18 In those
days the family of Judahwill gowith the family of Israel, and theywill come
together out of the land of the north into the landwhich I gave for a heritage
to your fathers. 19But I said, How am I to put you among the children, and
give you a desired land, a heritage of glory among the armies of the nations?
and I said, You are to say tome,My father; and not be turned away fromme.
20 Truly, as a wife is false to her husband, so have you been false to me, O
Israel, says the Lord. 21Avoice is sounding on the open hilltops, theweeping
and the prayers of the children of Israel; because their way is twisted, they
have not kept the Lord their God in mind. 22 Come back, you children who
havebeen turned away, and Iwill take awayyour desire forwandering. See,
wehave come to you, for you are the Lord ourGod. 23Truly, the hills, and the
noise of an army on the mountains, are a false hope: truly, in the Lord our
God is the salvation of Israel. 24 But the Baal has taken all the work of our
fathers from our earliest days; their flocks and their herds, their sons and
their daughters. 25Let us be stretched on the earth in our downfall, covering
ourselves with our shame: for we have been sinners against the Lord our
God, we and our fathers, from our earliest years even till this day: and we
have not given ear to the voice of the Lord our God.

4
1 If you will come back, O Israel, says the Lord, you will come back to me:

and if you will put away your disgusting ways, you will not be sent away
from before me. 2And you will take your oath, By the living Lord, in good
faith andwisdomand righteousness; and thenationswillmakeuse of youas
a blessing, and in you will they take a pride. 3 For this is what the Lord says
to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: Get your unworked land ploughed
up, do not put in your seeds among thorns. 4Undergo a circumcision of the
heart, you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem: or my wrath may come
out like fire, burning so that no one is able to put it out, because of the evil
of your doings. 5 Say openly in Judah, give it out in Jerusalem, and say, Let
the horn be sounded in the land: crying out in a loud voice, Come together,
and let us go into the walled towns. 6 Put up a flag for a sign to Zion: go in
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flight so that youmay be safe, waiting no longer: for I will send evil from the
north, and a great destruction. 7A lion has gone up from his secret place in
the woods, and one whomakes waste the nations is on his way; he has gone
out from his place, to make your land unpeopled, so that your towns will be
made waste, with no man living in them. 8 For this put on haircloth, with
weeping and loud crying: for the burning wrath of the Lord is not turned
back from us. 9 And it will come about in that day, says the Lord, that the
heart of the king will be dead in him, and the hearts of the rulers; and the
priests will be overcome with fear, and the prophets with wonder. 10 Then
said I, Ah, Lord God! your words were not true when you said to this people
and to Jerusalem, You will have peace; when the sword has come even to
the soul. 11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A
burning wind from the open hilltops in the waste land is blowing on the
daughterofmypeople, not for separatingor cleaning thegrain; 12Afullwind
will come for me: and now I will give my decision against them. 13 See, he
will come up like the clouds, and his war-carriages like the storm-wind: his
horses are quicker than eagles. Sorrow is ours, for destruction has come
on us. 14 O Jerusalem, make your heart clean from evil, so that you may
have salvation. How long are evil purposes to have a resting-place in you?
15For a voice is sounding fromDan, giving out evil from thehills of Ephraim:
16 Make this come to the minds of the nations, make a statement openly
against Jerusalem, that attackers are coming from a far country and their
voices will be loud against the towns of Judah. 17Like keepers of a field they
are against her on every side; because she has beenfighting againstme, says
theLord. 18Yourways andyourdoingshavemade these things comeonyou;
this is your sin; truly it is bitter, going deep into your heart. 19My soul, my
soul! I am pained to my inmost heart; my heart is troubled in me; I am not
able to be quiet, because the sound of the horn, the note of war, has come
to my ears. 20 News is given of destruction on destruction; all the land is
madewaste: suddenlymy tents, straight awaymy curtains, aremadewaste.
21How long will I go on seeing the flag and hearing the sound of the war-
horn? 22 For my people are foolish, they have no knowledge of me; they
are evil-minded children, without sense, all of them: they are wise in evil-
doing, but have no knowledge of doing good. 23 Looking at the earth, I saw
that it was waste and without form; and to the heavens, that they had no
light. 24Looking at themountains, I saw them shaking, and all the hills were
moved about. 25 Looking, I saw that there was no man, and all the birds of
heaven had gone in flight. 26Looking, I saw that the fertile fieldwas awaste,
and all its towns were broken down before the Lord and before his burning
wrath. 27For this iswhat the Lord has said: All the landwill become awaste;
I will make destruction complete. 28The earth will be weeping for this, and
the heavens on high will be black: because I have said it, and I will not go
back from it; it is my purpose, and it will not be changed. 29All the land is in
flightbecauseof thenoiseof thehorsemenand thebowmen; theyhave taken
cover in the woodland and up on the rocks: every town has been given up,
not aman is living in them. 30And you, when you aremadewaste, whatwill
you do? Though you are clothed in red, though youmake yourself beautiful
with ornaments of gold, though you make your eyes wide with paint, it is
for nothing that you make yourself fair; your lovers have no more desire
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for you, they have designs on your life. 31A voice has come to my ears like
the voice of a woman in birth-pains, the pain of one giving birth to her first
child, thevoiceof thedaughterof Zion, fighting forbreath, stretchingouther
hands, saying, Now sorrow is mine! for my strength is gone fromme before
the takers of life.

5
1 Go quickly through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and get

knowledge, andmake a search in herwide places if there is aman, if there is
one inherwho isupright,whokeeps faith; and shewill havemy forgiveness.
2And though they say, By the living Lord; truly their oaths are false. 3OLord,
do not your eyes see good faith? you have given them punishment, but they
were not troubled; you have sent destruction on them, but they did not take
your teaching to heart: they havemade their faces harder than a rock; they
would not come back. 4Then I said, But these are the poor: they are foolish,
for they have no knowledge of the way of the Lord or of the behaviour
desired by their God. 5 I will go to the great men and have talk with them;
for theyhave knowledge of thewayof the Lord andof the behaviour desired
by their God. But as for these, their one purpose is a broken yoke and burst
bands. 6And so a lion from the woods will put them to death, a wolf of the
waste landwill make themwaste, a leopardwill keepwatch on their towns,
and everyonewho goes out from themwill be food for the beasts; because of
the great numberof their sins and the increase of theirwrongdoing. 7How is
it possible for you to havemy forgiveness for this? your children have given
me up, taking their oaths by those who are no gods: when I had given them
food in full measure, they were false to their wives, taking their pleasure
in the houses of loose women. 8 They were full of desire, like horses after a
meal of grain: everyone went after his neighbour's wife. 9Am I not to give
punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my soul take payment
from such a nation as this? 10Go up against her vines and make waste; let
the destruction be complete: take away her branches, for they are not the
Lord's. 11 For the people of Israel and the people of Judah have been very
false to me, says the Lord. 12 They would have nothing to do with the Lord,
saying, He will do nothing, and no evil will come to us; we will not see the
sword or be short of food: 13 And the prophets will become wind, and the
word is not in them; so it will be done to them. 14 For this reason the Lord,
theGodofarmies, has said: Becauseyouhave said this, Iwillmakemywords
in your mouth a fire, and this people wood, and they will be burned up by
it. 15 See, I will send you a nation from far away, O people of Israel, says the
Lord; a strong nation and an old nation, a nation whose language is strange
to you, so that youmay not get the sense of their words. 16Their arrows give
certain death, they are all men of war. 17 They will take all the produce of
your fields, which would have been food for your sons and your daughters:
they will take your flocks and your herds: they will take all your vines and
your fig-trees: and with the sword they will make waste your walled towns
in which you put your faith. 18 But even in those days, says the Lord, I will
not let your destruction be complete. 19 And it will come about, when you
say, Why has the Lord our God done all these things to us? that you will say
to them, As you gave me up, making yourselves servants to strange gods in
your land, sowill yoube servants to strangemen ina landwhich isnot yours.
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20Say this openly in Jacob and give it out in Judah, saying, 21Give ear now to
this, O foolishpeoplewithout sense;whohave eyesbut seenothing, andears
without the power of hearing: 22Have you no fear ofme? says the Lord; will
you not be shakingwith fear beforeme, who have put the sand as a limit for
the sea, by an eternal order, so that itmaynot go past it? and though it is ever
inmotion, it is not able to have itsway; though the sound of itswaves is loud,
they are not able to go past it. 23But the heart of this people is uncontrolled
and turned away from me; they are broken loose and gone. 24And they do
not say in their hearts, Now let us give worship to our God, who gives the
rain, the winter and the spring rain, at the right time; who keeps for us the
ordered weeks of the grain-cutting. 25Through your evil-doing these things
have been turned away, and your sins have kept back good from you. 26For
there are sinners amongmypeople: they keepwatch, likemenwatching for
birds; they put a net and take men in it. 27As the fowl-house is full of birds,
so are their houses full of deceit: for this reason they have become great and
have got wealth. 28They have become fat and strong: they have gone far in
works of evil: they give no support to the cause of the child without a father,
so that they may do well; they do not see that the poor man gets his rights.
29Am I not to give punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my
soul take payment from such a nation as this? 30A thing of wonder and fear
has come about in the land; 31The prophets give false words and the priests
give decisions by their direction; and my people are glad to have it so: and
what will you do in the end?

6
1 Go in flight out of Jerusalem, so that you may be safe, you children

of Benjamin, and let the horn be sounded in Tekoa, and the flag be lifted
up on Beth-haccherem: for evil is looking out from the north, and a great
destruction. 2The fair and delicate one, the daughter of Zion, will be cut off
by my hand. 3Keepers of sheep with their flocks will come to her; they will
put up their tents round her; everyonewill get food in his place. 4Makewar
ready against her; up! let us go up when the sun is high. Sorrow is ours!
for the day is turned and the shades of evening are stretched out. 5Up! let
us go up by night, and send destruction on her great houses. 6 For this is
what the Lord of armies has said: Let trees be cut down and an earthwork
be placed against Jerusalem: sorrow on the false town! inside her there is
nothing but cruel ways. 7 As the spring keeps its waters cold, so she keeps
her evil in her: the sound of cruel and violent behaviour is in her; before
me at all times are disease and wounds. 8 Undergo teaching, O Jerusalem,
or my soul will be turned away from you, and I will make you a waste, an
unpeopled land. 9This is what the Lord of armies has said: Everything will
be taken from the rest of Israel as the last grapes are taken from the vine;
let your hand be turned to the small branches, like one pulling off grapes.
10 To whom am I to give word, witnessing so that they may take note? see,
their ears are stopped, and they are not able to give attention: see, the word
of the Lord has been a cause of shame to them, they have no delight in it.
11 For this reason I am full of the wrath of the Lord, I am tired of keeping it
in: may it be let loose on the children in the street, and on the band of the
young men together: for even the husband with his wife will be taken, the
oldmanwithhimwho is full of days. 12And their houseswill behandedover
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to others, their fields and theirwives together: formyhandwill be stretched
out against the people of the land, says the Lord. 13For from the least of them
even to thegreatest, everyone is givenup togettingmoney; fromtheprophet
even to thepriest, everyone isworkingdeceit. 14And theyhavemade little of
thewoundsofmypeople, saying, Peace, peace;when there isnopeace. 15Let
them be put to shame because they have done disgusting things. They had
no shame, they were not able to become red with shame: so they will come
downwith thosewhoare falling: whenmypunishment comeson them, they
will bemade low, says the Lord. 16This is what the Lord has said: Take your
place looking out on theways; make search for the old roads, saying,Where
is the good way? and go in it that you may have rest for your souls. But
they said, We will not go in it. 17And I put watchmen over you, saying, Give
attention to the sound of the horn; but they said, We will not give attention.
18 So then, give ear, you nations, and ... 19Give ear, O earth: see, I will make
evil come on this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have
not given attention to my words, and they would have nothing to do with
my law. 20 To what purpose does sweet perfume come to me from Sheba,
and spices from a far country? your burned offerings give me no pleasure,
your offerings of beasts are not pleasing to me. 21 For this reason the Lord
has said, See, I will put stones in the way of this people: and the fathers and
the sons togetherwill go falling over them; the neighbour andhis friendwill
come to destruction. 22 The Lord has said, See, a people is coming from the
north country, a great nation will be put in motion from the inmost parts of
the earth. 23 Bows and spears are in their hands; they are cruel and have
no mercy; their voice is like the thunder of the sea, and they go on horses;
everyone in his place like men going to the fight, against you, O daughter of
Zion. 24The news of it has come to our ears; our hands have become feeble:
troublehas comeonusandpain, like thepainof awoman inchildbirth. 25Go
not out into the field or by the way; for there is the sword of the attacker,
and fear on every side. 26O daughter of my people, put on haircloth, rolling
yourself in the dust: give yourself to sorrow, as for an only son, with most
bitter cries of grief; for he who makes waste will come on us suddenly. 27 I
have made you a tester amongmy people, so that youmay have knowledge
of theirway and put it to the test. 28All of themare turned away, going about
with false stories; they are brass and iron: they are all workers of deceit.
29 The blower is blowing strongly, the lead is burned away in the fire: they
go on heating themetal to no purpose, for the evil-doers are not taken away.
30They will be namedwaste silver, because the Lord has given them up.

7
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Take your

place in the doorway of the Lord's house, and give out this word there, and
say, Give ear to theword of the Lord, all you of Judahwho come inside these
doors to give worship to the Lord. 3 The Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
says, Let your ways and your doings be changed for the better and I will let
yougoon living in thisplace. 4Putno faith in falsewords, saying, TheTemple
of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are these. 5 For
if your ways and your doings are truly changed for the better; if you truly
give right decisions between aman and his neighbour; 6 If you are not cruel
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to the man from a strange country, and to the child without a father, and to
thewidow, and do not put the upright to death in this place, or go after other
gods, causing damage to yourselves: 7Then I will let you go on living in this
place, in the landwhich I gave to your fathers in the past and for ever. 8See,
you put your faith in false words which are of no profit. 9Will you take the
goodsofothers, putmen todeath, andbeuntrue toyourwives, and take false
oaths, and have perfumes burned to the Baal, and go after other godswhich
are strange to you; 10And come and take your place beforeme in this house,
which is named by my name, and say, We have been made safe; so that you
may do all these disgusting things? 11Has this house, which is named bymy
name, become a hole of thieves to you? Truly I, even I, have seen it, says the
Lord. 12But go now to my place which was in Shiloh, where I put my name
at first, and see what I did to it because of the evil-doing of my people Israel.
13And now, because you have done all theseworks, says the Lord, and I sent
my word to you, getting up early and sending, but you did not give ear; and
my voice came to you, but you gave no answer: 14For this reason I will do to
thehousewhich isnamedbymyname, and inwhichyouhaveputyour faith,
and to the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to
Shiloh. 15And Iwill send you away frombeforemy face, as I have sent away
all your brothers, even all the seed of Ephraim. 16And as for you (Jeremiah),
make no prayers for this people, send up no cry or prayer for them,make no
request for them tome: for Iwill not give ear. 17Doyounot seewhat they are
doing in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18The children
go for wood, the fathers get the fire burning, the women are working the
paste tomake cakes for thequeenofheaven, anddrinkofferings aredrained
out to other gods,movingme towrath. 19Are theymovingme towrath? says
the Lord; are they not moving themselves to their shame? 20 So this is what
the LordGodhas said: See,mywrath andmypassionwill be let loose on this
place, onman and beast, and on the trees of the field, and on the produce of
the earth; it will be burning and will not be put out. 21 These are the words
of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: Put your burned offeringswith your
offerings of beasts, and take flesh for your food. 22For I said nothing to your
fathers, and gave them no orders, on the daywhen I took them out of Egypt,
about burned offerings or offerings of beasts: 23But thiswas the order I gave
them, saying, Give ear tomyvoice, and Iwill be yourGod, andyouwill bemy
people: go in all thewayorderedbyme, so that allmaybewell for you. 24But
they took no note and did not give ear, but were guided by the thoughts and
the pride of their evil hearts, going back and not forward. 25 From the day
when your fathers came out of Egypt till this day, I have sent my servants
the prophets to you, getting up early every day and sending them: 26But still
they took no note and would not give ear, but they made their necks stiff,
doingworse than their fathers. 27Andyou are to say all thesewords to them,
but they will not give ear to you: you will send out your voice to them, but
they will give no answer. 28 And you are to say to them, This is the nation
which has not given ear to the voice of their God, or taken his teaching to
heart: good faith is dead and is cut off from their mouths. 29 Let your hair
be cut off, O Jerusalem, and let it go, and let a song of grief go up on the open
hilltops; for the Lord is turned away from the generation of his wrath and
has given them up. 30 For the children of Judah have done what is evil in
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my eyes, says the Lord: they have put their disgusting images in the house
which is named bymyname,making it unclean. 31And they have put up the
high place of Topheth in the valley of the son of Hinnom, burning their sons
and their daughters there in the fire; a thing which was not ordered by me
and never came into my mind. 32 For this cause, the days are coming, says
the Lord, when it will no longer be named Topheth, or, The valley of the son
of Hinnom, but, The valley of Death: for theywill put the dead into the earth
in Topheth till there is nomore room. 33And the bodies of this peoplewill be
food for the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth; and therewill be
no one to send them away. 34And in the towns of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem, I will put an end to the laughing voices, the voice of joy and the
voice of the newly-marriedman and the voice of the bride: for the landwill
become a waste.

8
1At that time, says the Lord, theywill take the bones of the kings of Judah,

and the bones of his rulers, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of
the prophets, and the bones of the people of Jerusalem out of their resting-
places: 2 And they will put them out before the sun and the moon and all
the stars of heaven, whose lovers and servants they have been, after whom
they have gone, to whom they have made prayers, and to whom they have
givenworship: theywill not be put together or placed in the earth; theywill
be waste on the face of the earth. 3 And death will be desired more than
life by the rest of this evil family who are still living in all the places where
I have sent them away, says the Lord of armies. 4 Further, you are to say
to them, This is what the Lord has said: Will those who are falling not be
lifted up again? will he who has gone away not come back? 5Why do these
people of Jerusalem go back, for ever turning away? they will not give up
their deceit, they will not come back. 6 I took note and gave ear, but no one
said what is right: noman had regret for his evil-doing, saying, What have I
done? everyone goes off on his way like a horse rushing to the fight. 7Truly,
the stork in the heavens is conscious of her fixed times; the dove and the
swallowand the crane keep to the times of their coming; butmypeople have
noknowledge of the lawof the Lord. 8How is it that you say,Wearewise and
the law of the Lord is with us? But see, the false pen of the scribes has made
it false. 9Thewisemen are shamed, they are overcomewith fear and taken:
see, they have given up the word of the Lord; and what use is their wisdom
to them? 10 So I will give their wives to others, and their fields to those who
will take them for themselves: for everyone, from the least to the greatest,
is given up to getting money; from the priest even to the prophet, everyone
is false. 11And they have made little of the wounds of the daughter of Zion,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 12 Let them be put to shame
because theyhavedonedisgusting things. Theyhadnoshame, theywerenot
able to become redwith shame: so theywill come downwith those who are
falling: in the time of their punishment theywill bemade low, says the Lord.
13 I will put an end to them completely, says the Lord: there are no grapes
on the vine and no figs on the fig-tree, and the leaf is dry. 14Why are we
seated doing nothing? come together, and let us go to the walled towns, and
let destruction overtake us there, for the Lord our God has sent destruction
on us, and given us bitter water for our drink, because we have done evil
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against the Lord. 15We were looking for peace, but no good came; and for
a time of well-being, but there is only a great fear. 16 The loud breathing of
the horses comes to our ears fromDan: at the sound of the outcry of hiswar-
horses, all the land is shakingwith fear; for they have come, and havemade
a meal of the land and everything in it; the town and the people living in it.
17 See, I will send snakes and poison-snakes among you, against which the
wonder-worker has no power; and they will give you wounds which may
not bemade well, says the Lord. 18 Sorrow has come onme! my heart in me
is feeble. 19 The voice of the cry of the daughter of my people comes from
a far land: Is the Lord not in Zion? is not her King in her? Why have they
mademe angrywith their images and their strange godswhich are no gods?
20The grain-cutting is past, the summer is ended, and no salvation has come
to us. 21For the destruction of the daughter of my people I am broken: I am
dressed in the clothing of grief; fear has taken me in its grip. 22 Is there no
life-giving oil in Gilead? is there no expert in medical arts? why then have
my people not beenmade well?

9
1 If onlymyheadwasastreamofwatersandmyeyes fountainsofweeping,

so that I might go on weeping day and night for the dead of the daughter
of my people! 2 If only I had in the waste land a night's resting-place for
travellers, so that I might go away, far from my people! for they are all
untrue, a band of false men. 3 Their tongues are bent like a bow to send
out false words: they have become strong in the land, but not for good faith:
theygoon fromevil to evil, and theyhavenoknowledgeofme, says theLord.
4Let everyone keepwatch on his neighbour, and put no faith in any brother:
for every brotherwill certainly be tricking his brother, and every neighbour
will go about saying evil. 5 Everyone will make sport of his neighbour with
deceit, not saying what is true: their tongues have been trained to say false
words; they are twisted, hating to come back. 6 There is wrong on wrong,
deceit on deceit; they have given up the knowledge ofme, says the Lord. 7So
the Lord of armies has said, See, I will make them soft in the fire and put
them to the test; this I will do because of their evil-doing. 8His tongue is an
arrow causing death; the words of his mouth are deceit: he says words of
peace to his neighbour, but in his heart he is waiting secretly for him. 9Am I
not to sendpunishment for these things? says theLord: will notmy soul take
payment from such a nation as this? 10Give yourselves to weeping, crying
out in sorrow for the mountains; and for the fields of the waste land send
up a song of grief, because they are burned up, so that no one goes through;
there is no sound of cattle; the bird of the heavens and the beast are in flight
and are gone. 11 And I will make Jerusalem a mass of broken stones, the
living-place of jackals; and I will make the towns of Judah a waste, with no
man living there. 12Who is thewiseman able to see this? who is he towhom
theword of the Lord has come, so that hemaymake it clear? why is the land
given to destruction and burned up like a waste place, so that no one goes
through? 13 And the Lord said, Because they have given up my law which
I put before them, giving no attention to my voice and not being guided by
it; 14But they have been walking in the pride of their hearts, going after the
Baals, as their fathers gave them teaching. 15 So the Lord of armies, the God
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of Israel, has said, I will give them, even this people, bitter plants for food
and bitter water for drink. 16 And I will send them wandering among the
nations, among people strange to them and to their fathers: and I will send
the sword after them till I have put an end to them. 17This is what the Lord
of armies has said: Take thought and send for the weeping women, so that
theymay come; and send for the wise women, so that theymay come: 18Let
themquicklymake cries of sorrow for us, so that dropsmay be flowing from
our eyes till they are streaming with water. 19 For a sound of weeping goes
up fromZion, a cry, Howhas destruction comeonus? we are overcomewith
shame because we have gone away from our land; he has sent us out from
our house. 20But even now, give ear to the word of the Lord, O you women;
let your ears be open to the word of his mouth, training your daughters to
give cries of sorrow, everyone teaching her neighbour a song of grief. 21For
death has come up into our windows, forcing its way into our great houses;
cutting off the children in the streets and the youngmen in the wide places.
22 The bodies of men will be falling like waste on the open fields, and like
grain dropped by the grain-cutter, and no one will take them up. 23 This is
the word of the Lord: Let not the wise man take pride in his wisdom, or the
strong man in his strength, or the man of wealth in his wealth: 24But if any
man has pride, let it be in this, that he has the wisdom to have knowledge
of me, that I am the Lord, working mercy, giving true decisions, and doing
righteousness in the earth: for in these things I have delight, says the Lord.
25 See, the day is coming, says the Lord, when I will send punishment on all
those who have circumcision in the flesh; 26On Egypt and on Judah and on
Edom and on the children of Ammon and onMoab and on all who have the
ends of their hair cut, who are living in the waste land: for all these nations
and all the people of Israel are without circumcision in their hearts.

10
1Give ear to thewordwhich the Lord says to you, O people of Israel: 2This

is what the Lord has said: Do not go in the way of the nations; have no fear
of the signs of heaven, for the nations go in fear of them. 3For that which is
feared by the people is foolish: it is the work of the hands of the workman;
for a tree is cut down by him out of the woods with his axe. 4 They make it
beautiful with silver and gold; theymake it strong with nails and hammers,
so that it may not bemoved. 5 It is like a pillar in a garden of plants, and has
no voice: it has to be lifted, for it has no power ofwalking. Have no fear of it;
for it has nopower of doing evil and it is not able to do any good. 6There is no
one like you, O Lord; you are great and your name is great in power. 7Who
would not have fear of you, O King of the nations? for it is your right: for
among all the wisemen of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is no
one like you. 8But they are together like beasts and foolish: the teaching of
false gods is wood. 9 Silver hammered into plates is sent from Tarshish, and
gold from Uphaz, the work of the expert workman and of the hands of the
gold-worker; blue and purple is their clothing, all the work of expert men.
10But the Lord is the trueGod; he is the livingGod and an eternal king: when
he is angry, the earth is shaking with fear, and the nations give way before
hiswrath. 11This iswhatyouare to say to them: Thegodswhohavenotmade
the heavens and the earth will be cut off from the earth and from under the
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heavens. 12 He has made the earth by his power, he has made the world
strong in its place by his wisdom, and by his wise design the heavens have
been stretched out. 13At the sound of his voice there is a massing of waters
in the heavens, and he makes the mists go up from the ends of the earth;
he makes the thunder-flames for the rain, and sends out the wind from his
store-houses. 14 Then every man becomes like a beast without knowledge;
every gold-worker is put to shame by the image he has made: for his metal
image is deceit, and there is no breath in them. 15They are nothing, a work
of error: in the time of their punishment, destruction will overtake them.
16 The heritage of Jacob is not like these; for the maker of all things is his
heritage: the Lord of armies is his name. 17Get your goods together and go
out of the land, O you who are shut up in the walled town. 18 For the Lord
has said, Iwill send the people inflight like a stone from the land at this time,
troubling them so that theywill be conscious of it. 19Sorrow ismine for I am
wounded! mywoundmay not bemadewell; and I said, Cruel is my disease,
I may not be free from it. 20My tent is pulled down and all my cords are
broken: my childrenhave gone fromme, and they arenot: no longer is there
anyone to give help in stretching out my tent and hanging up my curtains.
21 For the keepers of the sheep have become like beasts, not looking to the
Lord for directions: so they have not done wisely and all their flocks have
been put to flight. 22News is going about, see, it is coming, a great shaking
is coming from the north country, so that the towns of Judah may be made
waste and become the living-place of jackals. 23O Lord, I am conscious that
a man's way is not in himself: man has no power of guiding his steps. 24O
Lord, put me right, but with wise purpose; not in your wrath, or you will
make me small. 25Let your wrath be let loose on the nations which have no
knowledge of you, and on the families who give no worship to your name:
for they havemade ameal of Jacob, truly they havemade ameal of him and
put an end to him andmade his fields a waste.

11
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Give ear to

the words of this agreement, and say to the men of Judah and to the people
of Jerusalem, 3The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Let that man be cursed
who does not give ear to the words of this agreement, 4 To the order which
I gave your fathers on the day when I took them out of the land of Egypt,
out of the oven of iron, saying, Give ear to my voice, and do all the orders I
have given you: so you will be my people, and I will be your God: 5 So that
I may give effect to the oath which I made to your fathers, to give them a
land flowing with milk and honey as at this day. And I said in answer, So be
it, O Lord. 6And the Lord said to me, Give out these words in the towns of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Give ear to the words of this
agreement and do them. 7 For I gave certain witness to your fathers on the
daywhen I took themupout of the landofEgypt, andeven to this day, getting
up early andwitnessing and saying, Give ear tomy voice. 8But they gave no
attention and did not give ear, but they went on, every man in the pride of
his evil heart: so I sent on themall the curses in this agreement, which I gave
them orders to keep, but they did not. 9And the Lord said to me, There is an
evil design at work among the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem.
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10 They are turned back to the sins of their fathers, who would not give ear
tomywords; theyhave goneafter other gods andbecome their servants: the
people of Israel and the people of Judah have not kept the agreement which
I made with their fathers. 11 So the Lord has said, I will send evil on them,
which they will not be able to get away from; and they will send up a cry
for help tome, but Iwill not give ear to them. 12Then the towns of Judah and
thepeople of Jerusalemwill go crying forhelp to the gods towhomtheyhave
been burning perfumes: but they will give them no salvation in the time of
their trouble. 13For thenumber of your gods is as thenumber of your towns,
O Judah; and for every street in Jerusalem you have put up altars to the Baal
for burning perfumes to the Baal. 14 And as for you, make no prayers for
this people, send up no cry or prayer for them: for I will not give ear to their
cry in the time of their trouble. 15About Judah. What have you to do in my
house? is it your thought that oaths and holy flesh will get you out of your
trouble? will youmake yourself safe in this way? 16You had been named by
the Lord, A branching olive-tree, fair with beautiful fruit: with the noise of
a great rushing he has put it on fire and its branches are broken. 17 For the
Lord of armies, by whom you were planted, has given his decision for evil
against you, because of the evil which the people of Israel and the people of
Judah have done, In moving me to wrath by offering perfumes to the Baal.
18And the Lord gave me knowledge of it and I saw it: then you made clear
to me their doings. 19But I was like a gentle lamb taken to be put to death; I
had no thought that they were designing evil against me, saying, Come and
let us make trouble his food, cutting him off from the land of the living, so
that there may be no more memory of his name. 20 But, O Lord of armies,
judging in righteousness, testing the thoughts and the heart, let me see your
punishment come on them: for I have put my cause before you. 21 So this is
what the Lord of armies has said about themenof Anathothwhohavemade
designs against your life, saying, You are not to be a prophet in the name of
the Lord, or death will overtake you by our hands: 22 So the Lord of armies
has said, See, I will send punishment on them: the youngmenwill be put to
the sword; their sons and their daughters will come to death through need
of food: 23Not one of them will keep his life, for I will send evil on the men
of Anathoth in the year of their punishment.

12
1You are in the right, O Lord, when I put my cause before you: still let me

take up with you the question of your decisions: why does the evil-doer do
well? why are the workers of deceit living in comfort? 2 They have been
planted by you, they have taken root; they go on and give fruit: you are
near in their mouths but far from their thoughts. 3 But you, O Lord, have
knowledge of me; you see me, searching and testing how my heart is with
you: let them be pulled out like sheep to be put to death, make them ready
for the day of death. 4How longwill the land have grief, and the plants of all
the land be dry? because of the sins of the people living in it, destruction has
overtaken the beasts and the birds; because they said, God does not see our
ways. 5 If running with the fighting-men has made you tired, how will you
be able to keep up with horses? and if in a land of peace you go in flight,
what will become of you in the thick growth of Jordan? 6 For even your
brothers, your father's family, even they have been untrue to you, crying
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loudly after you: have no faith in them, though they say fair words to you.
7 I have given upmy house, I have let my heritage go; I have given the loved
one of my soul into the hands of her haters. 8My heritage has become like
a lion in the woodland to me; her voice has been loud against me; so I have
hate for her. 9My heritage is like a brightly coloured bird to me; the cruel
birds are attacking her on every side: go, get together all the beasts of the
field,make themcome fordestruction. 10Thekeepersof sheephavebeen the
destruction of my vine-garden, crushing my heritage under their feet; they
havemademy fair heritage anunplantedwaste; 11Theyhavemade itwaste;
it isweeping tome, beingwasted; all the land ismadewaste, becausenoman
takes it to heart. 12Thosewhomakewaste have comeonall the openhilltops
in the waste land; for the sword of the Lord sends destruction from one end
of the land to the other end of the land: no flesh has peace. 13 Though good
grainwas planted, they have got in thorns: they have given themselves pain
without profit: they will be shamed on account of their produce, because of
theburningwrathof theLord. 14This iswhat theLordhas saidagainst allmy
evil neighbours,whoput their hands on theheritagewhich I gavemypeople
Israel: See, I will have them uprooted from their land, uprooting the people
of Judah from among them. 15And it will come about that, after they have
been uprooted, I will again have pity on them; and I will take them back,
everyman to his heritage and everyman to his land. 16And it will be that, if
they give their minds to learning the ways of my people, using my name in
their oaths, By the living Lord; as they have been teachingmy people to take
oaths by the Baal; then their place will be made certain among my people.
17 But if they will not give ear, then I will have that nation uprooted, and
given to destruction, says the Lord.

13
1 This is what the Lord said to me: Go and get yourself a linen band and

put it round you and do not put it inwater. 2So, as the Lord said, I got a band
for a price and put it round my body. 3 And the word of the Lord came to
me a second time, saying, 4 Take the band which you got for a price, which
is round your body, and go to Parah and put it in a secret place there in a
hole of the rock. 5 So I went and put it in a secret place by Parah, as the Lord
had said tome. 6Then after a long time, the Lord said tome, Up! go to Parah
and get the band which I gave you orders to put there. 7 So I went to Parah
and, uncovering the hole, took the band from the place where I had put it
away: and the band was damaged and of no use for anything. 8 Then the
word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 The Lord has said, In this way I will
do damage to the pride of Judah and to the great pride of Jerusalem. 10These
evil people who say they will not give ear to my words, who go on in the
pride of their hearts and have become servants and worshippers of other
gods, will become like this band which is of no use for anything. 11 For as a
band goes tightly round a man's body, so I made all the people of Israel and
all the people of Judah tightly united to me; so that they might be a people
for me and a name and a praise and a glory: but they would not give ear.
12 So you are to say this word to them: This is the word of the Lord, the God
of Israel: Every skin bottle will be full of wine; and they will say to you, Is it
not quite clear to us that every skin bottle will be full of wine? 13 Then you
are to say to them, The Lord has said, I will make all the people of this land,
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even the kings seated on David's seat, and the priests and the prophets and
all the people of Jerusalem, overcomewith strong drink. 14 I will have them
smashed against one another, fathers and sons together, says the Lord: I will
have no pity ormercy, I will have no feeling for them to keepme fromgiving
them to destruction. 15Give ear and let your ears be open; be not lifted up:
for these are thewords of theLord. 16Give glory to theLordyourGod, before
he makes it dark, and before your feet are slipping on the dark mountains,
and, while you are looking for a light, he makes it into deep dark, into black
night. 17But if you do not give ear to it, my soul will be weeping in secret for
your pride; my eye will be weeping bitterly, streaming with water, because
the Lord's flock has been taken away as prisoners. 18 Say to the king and
to the queen-mother, Make yourselves low, be seated on the earth: for the
crown of your glory has come down from your heads. 19 The towns of the
south are shut up, and there is no one to make them open: Judah is taken
away as prisoners; all Judah is taken away as prisoners. 20Let your eyes be
liftedup (O Jerusalem), andsee thosewhoarecoming fromthenorth. Where
is theflockwhichwasgiven toyou, yourbeautifulflock? 21Whatwill you say
when he puts over you those whom you yourself have made your friends?
will not pains take you like a woman in childbirth? 22And if you say in your
heart, Why have these things come on me? because of the number of your
sins, your skirts have been uncovered and violent punishment overtakes
you. 23 Is it possible for the skin of the Ethiopian to be changed, or the
markings on the leopard? Then it might be possible for you to do good, who
have been trained to do evil. 24 So I will send them in all directions, as dry
grass is takenawayby thewindof thewaste land. 25This is your fate, thepart
measured out to you by me, says the Lord, because you have put me out of
yourmemory and put your faith inwhat is false. 26So I will have your skirts
uncovered before your face, in order that your shamemay be seen. 27 I have
seen your disgusting acts, even your false behaviour andyour cries of desire
and your loose ways on the hills in the field. Unhappy are you, O Jerusalem,
you have no desire to be made clean; how long will you be in turning back
to me?

14
1Theword of the Lord came to Jeremiahwhen therewasnowater. 2 Judah

is weeping and its doors are dark with sorrow, and people are seated on the
earth clothed in black; and the cry of Jerusalem has gone up. 3 Their great
men have sent their servants for water: they come to the holes and there is
no water to be seen; they come back with nothing in their vessels; they are
overcome with shame and fear, covering their heads. 4Those who do work
on the landare in fear, for therehasbeennorainon the land, and the farmers
are shamed, covering their heads. 5And the roe, giving birth in the field, lets
her young one be uncared for, because there is no grass. 6And the asses of
the field on the open hilltops are opening their mouths wide like jackals to
get air; their eyes are hollow because there is no grass. 7 Though our sins
givewitness against us, do something, O Lord, for the honour of your name:
for again and againwe have been turned away from you, we have done evil
against you. 8Oyouhope of Israel, its saviour in timeof trouble,why are you
like onewho is strange in the land, and like a traveller putting up his tent for
anight? 9Whyareyou likeamansurprised, likeamanofwarwho isnot able
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to give help? but you, O Lord, are with us, andwe are named by your name;
do not go away from us. 10This is what the Lord has said about this people:
Even so they have been glad to go from the right way; they have not kept
their feet fromwandering, so the Lord has no pleasure in them; now hewill
keep their wrongdoing in mind and send punishment for their sins. 11And
the Lord said to me, Make no prayer for this people for their good. 12When
they go without food, I will not give ear to their cry; when they give burned
offerings and meal offerings, I will not take pleasure in them: but I will put
an end to them by the sword and by need of food and by disease. 13 Then I
said, Ah, Lord God! see, the prophets say to them, Youwill not see the sword
or be short of food; but I will give you certain peace in this place. 14Then the
Lord said to me, The prophets say false words in my name, and I gave them
no orders, and I said nothing to them: what they say to you is a false vision
and wonder-working words without substance, the deceit of their hearts.
15 So this is what the Lord has said about the prophets who make use of my
name, though I sent them not, and say, The sword and need of food will not
be in this land: the sword andneed of foodwill put an end to those prophets.
16And the people to whom they are prophets will be pushed out dead into
the streets of Jerusalem, because there is no food, and because of the sword;
and they will have no one to put their bodies into the earth, them or their
wives or their sons or their daughters: for I will let loose their evil-doing on
them. 17Andyou are to say thisword to them, Letmy eyes be streamingwith
water night and day, and let it not be stopped; for the virgin daughter of my
people is woundedwith a great wound, with a very bitter blow. 18 If I go out
into the open country, there are those put to death by the sword! and if I go
into the town, there are those who are diseased from need of food! for the
prophet and the priest go about in the land and have no knowledge. 19Have
you completely given up Judah? is your soul turned in disgust from Zion?
why have you given us blows from which there is no one to make us well?
we were looking for peace, but no good came; and for a time of well-being,
but there was only a great fear. 20We are conscious, O Lord, of our sin and
of the wrongdoing of our fathers: we have done evil against you. 21Do not
be turned from us in disgust, because of your name; do not put shame on
the seat of your glory: keep us in mind, let not your agreement with us be
broken. 22Are any of the false gods of the nations able to make rain come?
are the heavens able to give showers? are younot he, O Lord ourGod? sowe
will go on waiting for you, for you have done all these things.

15
1 Then the Lord said to me, Even if Moses and Samuel came before me, I

would have no desire for this people: send them away from before me, and
let them go. 2And it will be, when they say to you,Where are we to go? then
you are to say to them, The Lord has said, Such as are for death, to death;
and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are to be in need
of food, to need of food; and such as are to be taken away prisoners, to be
taken away. 3 And I will put over them four divisions, says the Lord: the
sword causing death, dogs pulling the dead bodies about, and the birds of
heaven, and the beasts of the earth to take their bodies for food and put an
end to them. 4And Iwillmake thema cause of fear to all the kingdoms of the
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earth, because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and what
he did in Jerusalem. 5For who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem? and who
will have sorrow for you? or who will go out of his way to see how you are?
6 You have given me up, says the Lord, you have gone back: so my hand is
stretched out against you for your destruction; I am tired of changing my
purpose. 7And I have sent a cleaning wind on them in the public places of
the land; I have taken their children from them; I have given my people to
destruction; they have not been turned from their ways. 8 I have let their
widows be increased in number more than the sand of the seas: I have sent
against them, against themother and the youngmen, onewhomakeswaste
in the heat of the day, causing pain and fears to come on her suddenly. 9The
mother of seven is without strength; her spirit is gone from her, her sun has
gone downwhile it is still day: she has been shamed and overcome: and the
rest of them I will give up to the sword before their haters, says the Lord.
10 Sorrow is mine, my mother, because you have given birth to me, a cause
of fighting and argument in all the earth! I have notmademenmy creditors
and I am not in debt to any, but every one of them is cursing me. 11 ... 12 Is it
possible for iron to be broken; even iron from the north, and brass? 13 I will
give yourwealth and your stores to your attackers, without a price, because
of all your sins, even in every part of your land. 14 They will go away with
your haters into a land which is strange to you: for my wrath is on fire with
a flamewhich will be burning on you. 15O Lord, you have knowledge: keep
me in mind and come to my help, and give their right reward to those who
are attacking me; take me not away, for you are slow to be angry: see how
I have undergone shame because of you from all those who make little of
your word; 16 But to me your word is a joy, making my heart glad; for I am
named by your name, O Lord God of armies. 17 I did not takemy seat among
the band of those who are glad, and I had no joy; I kept bymyself because of
your hand; for you havemademe full of wrath. 18Why ismy pain unending
and my wound without hope of being made well? Sorrow is mine, for you
are tomeasa streamoffering falsehopeandaswaterswhicharenot certain.
19For this cause the Lord has said, If youwill come back, then Iwill again let
you take your place before me; and if you give out what is of value and not
that which has no value, you will be as my mouth: let them come back to
you, but do not go back to them. 20And Iwillmake you a strongwall of brass
to this people; they will be fighting against you, but they will not overcome
you: for I amwith you to keep you safe, says the Lord. 21 I will keep you safe
from thehandsof the evil-doers, and Iwill give you salvation from thehands
of the cruel ones.

16
1Then again theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2You are not to take

a wife for yourself or have sons or daughters in this place. 3For this is what
the Lord has said about the sons and daughters who come to birth in this
place, and about their mothers who have given them birth, and about their
fathers who have given life to them in this land: 4Death from evil diseases
will overtake them; there will be no weeping for them and their bodies will
not be put to rest; they will be like waste on the face of the earth: the sword
and need of food will put an end to them; their dead bodies will be meat for
the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth. 5For this iswhat the Lord
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has said: Do not go into the house of sorrow, do not go to make weeping or
songs of grief for them: for I have taken away my peace from this people,
says the Lord, even mercy and pity. 6 Death will overtake great as well as
small in the land: their bodies will not be put in a resting-place, and no one
will beweeping for themorwounding themselvesorcuttingoff theirhair for
them: 7Noonewillmake a feast for them in sorrow, to give themcomfort for
the dead, or put to their lips the cup of comfort on account of their father or
their mother. 8And you are not to go into the house of feasting, or be seated
with them to take food or drink. 9 For the Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
has said, See, before your eyes and in your days Iwill put an end in this place
to the laughing voices and the voice of joy; to the voice of the newly-married
man and the voice of the bride. 10And it will be, that when you say all these
words to the people, then theywill say to you,Whyhas the Lord done all this
evil against us? what is our wrongdoing and what is our sin which we have
done against the Lord our God? 11 Then you will say to them, Because your
fathers have givenme up, says the Lord, and have gone after other gods and
become their servants and their worshippers, and have given me up and
have not kept my law; 12 And you have done worse evil than your fathers;
for see, every one of you is guided by the pride of his evil heart, so as not
to give ear to me: 13 For this reason I will send you away out of this land
into a land which is strange to you, to you and to your fathers; there you
will be the servants of other gods day and night, and youwill have nomercy
from me. 14 For this cause, see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when it
will no longer be said, By the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up
out of the land of Egypt. 15But, By the living Lord, who took the children of
Israel up out of the land of the north, and from all the countries where he
had sent them: and I will take them back again to their land which I gave
to their fathers. 16 See, I will send for great numbers of fishermen, says the
Lord, and they will take them like fish in a net; and after that, I will send for
numbers of bowmen, and they will go after them, driving them from every
mountain and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 17 For my
eyes are on all theirways: there is no cover for them frommy face, and their
evil-doing is not kept secret frommyeyes. 18And Iwill give them the reward
of their evil-doing and their sin twice over; because they havemademy land
unclean, and have made my heritage full of the bodies of their unholy and
disgusting things. 19OLord,my strength andmy strong tower,my safe place
in the day of trouble, the nationswill come to you from the ends of the earth,
and say, The heritage of our fathers is nothing but deceit, even false things
in which there is no profit. 20Will a man make for himself gods which are
no gods? 21 For this reason, truly, I will make them see, this once I will give
themknowledge ofmyhand andmypower; and theywill be certain thatmy
name is the Lord.

17
1The sin of Judah is recorded with a pen of iron, and with the sharp point

of a jewel it is cut on their hearts of stone, and on the horns of their altars for
a sign to them: 2Their altars and their wood pillars under every branching
tree, on the high hills and themountains in the field. 3 Iwill give yourwealth
and all your stores to be taken away in war without a price, because of your
sins in every part of your land. 4 And your hand will have to let go your
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heritage which I gave you; and I will make you a servant to your haters in a
landwhich is strange to you: for you have putmywrath on firewith a flame
which will go on burning for ever. 5 This is what the Lord has said: Cursed
is the man who puts his faith in man, and makes flesh his arm, and whose
heart is turned away from the Lord. 6 For he will be like the brushwood in
the upland, andwill not seewhen good comes; but his living-placewill be in
the dry places in the waste land, in a salt and unpeopled land. 7A blessing
is on the man who puts his faith in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.
8 For he will be like a tree planted by the waters, pushing out its roots by
the stream; he will have no fear when the heat comes, but his leaf will be
green; in a dry year he will have no care, and will go on giving fruit. 9 The
heart is a twisted thing, not to be searched out by man: who is able to have
knowledge of it? 10 I the Lord am the searcher of the heart, the tester of the
thoughts, so that I may give to everyman the reward of his ways, in keeping
with the fruit of his doings. 11 Like the partridge, getting eggs together but
not producing young, is a manwho gets wealth but not by right; before half
his days are ended, it will go from him, and at his end hewill be foolish. 12A
seat of glory, placed on high from the first, is our holy place. 13O Lord, the
hope of Israel, all who give you up will be put to shame; those who go away
fromyouwill be cut off from the earth, because they have givenup the Lord,
the fountain of living waters. 14Makemewell, O Lord, and I will be well; be
my saviour, and I will be safe: for you are my hope. 15 See, they say to me,
Where is theword of the Lord? let it come now. 16As forme, I have not said;
Let the day of trouble come to them quickly; and I have not been hoping for
the death-giving day; youhave knowledge ofwhat came frommy lips; itwas
open before you. 17Be not a cause of fear tome: you aremy safe place in the
day of evil. 18 Let them be put to shame who are attacking me, but let me
not be shamed; let them be overcomewith fear, but let me not be overcome:
send on them the day of evil, and put them to destruction twice over. 19This
is what the Lord has said to me: Go and take your place in the doorway of
Benjamin, where the kings of Judah come in and by which they go out, and
in all the doorways of Jerusalem; 20 And say to them, Give ear to the word
of the Lord, you kings of Judah, and all the people of Jerusalem who come
in by these doors: 21 This is what the Lord has said: See to yourselves, that
you take up no weight on the Sabbath day, or take it in through the doors of
Jerusalem; 22And take no weight out of your houses on the Sabbath day, or
do anywork, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as I gave orders to your fathers;
23 But they gave no attention and would not give ear, but they made their
necks stiff so that theymight not give ear andmight not get teaching. 24And
it will be, that if with all care you give ear to me, says the Lord, and take
no weight through the doorways of this town on the Sabbath day, but keep
the Sabbath day holy and do no work in it; 25Then through the doors of this
town there will come kings and princes, seated on the seat of David, going
in carriages and on horseback, they and their princes, and themen of Judah
and thepeople of Jerusalem: and this townwill keep its place for ever. 26And
they will come from the towns of Judah, and from the places round about
Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the lowlands, and from
the mountains, and from the South, with burned offerings and offerings of
beasts andmeal offerings and perfume and offerings of praise, to the house



Jeremiah 17:27 777 Jeremiah 18:22

of the Lord. 27But if you do not give ear to me, to keep the Sabbath day holy,
and to let no weight be lifted and taken through the doors of Jerusalem on
the Sabbath day: then I will put a fire in its doorways, burning up the great
houses of Jerusalem, and it will never be put out.

18
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2Up! go down

to the potter's house, and there I will let mywords come to your ears. 3Then
I went down to the potter's house, and he was doing his work on the stones.
4And when the vessel, which he was forming out of earth, got damaged in
thehandof thepotter, hemade it again intoanothervessel, as it seemedgood
to the potter to make it. 5Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 6O
Israel, am I not able to do with you as this potter does? says the Lord. See,
like earth in the potter's hand are you in my hands, O Israel. 7Whenever I
say anything about uprooting a nation or a kingdom, and smashing it and
sending destruction on it; 8 If, in that very minute, that nation of which I
was talking is turned away from its evil, my purpose of doing evil to them
will be changed. 9And whenever I say anything about building up a nation
or a kingdom, and planting it; 10 If, in that very minute, it does evil in my
eyes, going against my orders, then my good purpose, which I said I would
do for them,will be changed. 11Now, then, say to themenof Judah and to the
people of Jerusalem, This iswhat the Lordhas said: See, I am forming an evil
thing against you, and designing a design against you: let every man come
back now from his evil way, and let your ways and your doings be changed
for the better. 12 But they will say, There is no hope: we will go on in our
designs, and every one of us will do what he is moved by the pride of his
evil heart to do. 13 So this is what the Lord has said: Make search among the
nations and see who has had word of such things; the virgin of Israel has
done a very shocking thing. 14Will the white snow go away from the top of
Sirion? will the cold waters flowing from themountains become dry? 15For
mypeoplehaveputmeout of theirmemory, burningperfumes to thatwhich
is nothing; and because of this, I will put a cause of falling in their ways,
even in the old roads, and will make them go on side-roads, in a way not
lifted up; 16Making their land a thing of wonder, causing sounds of surprise
for ever; everyone who goes by will be overcome with wonder, shaking his
head. 17 I will send them in flight, as from an east wind, before the attacker;
I will let them see my back and not my face on the day of their downfall.
18Then they said, Come, let us make a design against Jeremiah; for teaching
will never be cut off from the priest, or wisdom from the wise, or the word
from the prophet. Come, let us make use of his words for an attack on him,
and let us give attention with care to what he says. 19 Give thought to me,
O Lord, and give ear to the voice of those who put forward a cause against
me. 20 Is evil to be the reward of good? for they have made a deep hole for
my soul. Keep in mind how I took my place before you, to say a good word
for them so that your wrath might be turned away from them. 21 For this
cause, let their children bewithout food, and give them over to the power of
the sword; and let their wives be without children and become widows; let
their men be overtaken by death, and their young men be put to the sword
in the fight. 22Let a cry for help go up from their houses, when you send an
armed band on them suddenly: for they have made a hole in which to take
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me, and have put nets formy feet secretly. 23But you, Lord, have knowledge
of all the designs which they have made against my life; let not their evil-
doing be covered or their sin bewashed away frombefore your eyes: but let
it be a cause of falling before you: so do to them in the time of your wrath.

19
1 This is what the Lord has said: Go and get for money a potter's bottle

made of earth, and takewith you some of the responsiblemen of the people
and of the priests; 2And go out to the valley of the son ofHinnom, by theway
into the door of broken pots, and there say in a loud voice the words which
I will give you; 3 Say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah and
people of Jerusalem; the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, See, I
will send evil on this placewhichwill be bitter to the ears of anyone hearing
of it. 4Because they have given me up, and made this place a strange place,
burning perfumes in it to other gods, of whom they and their fathers and
the kings of Judah had no knowledge; and they have made this place full
of the blood of those who have done no wrong; 5And they have put up the
high places of the Baal, burning their sons in the fire; a thing which was not
ordered by me, and it was never in my mind: 6 For this cause, see, a time is
coming, says the Lord, when this place will no longer be named Topheth, or,
The valley of the son of Hinnom, but, The valley of Death. 7 I will make the
purpose of Judah and Jerusalem come to nothing in this place; I will have
them put to the sword by their haters, and by the hands of those who have
designs on their life; and their dead bodies I will give to be food for the birds
of heaven and the beasts of the earth. 8 And I will make this town a thing
of wonder and a cause of surprise; everyone who goes by will be overcome
withwonder andmake sounds of surprise, because of all its troubles. 9 I will
make them take the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters for
food, theywill bemaking ameal of one another, because of their bitter need
and the cruel grip of their haters and those who have made designs against
their life. 10Then let the potter's bottle be broken before the eyes of themen
who have gonewith you, 11And say to them, This is what the Lord of armies
has said: Even sowill this people and this townbebrokenbyme, as apotter's
bottle is broken and may not be put together again: and the bodies of the
deadwill be put in the earth in Topheth, till there is nomore room. 12This is
what Iwill do to this place, says the Lord, and to its people,making this town
like Topheth: 13And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of
Judah,which theyhavemadeunclean,will be like theplaceof Topheth, even
all the houses on whose roofs perfumes have been burned to all the army
of heaven, and drink offerings drained out to other gods. 14 Then Jeremiah
came fromTopheth,where theLordhad senthim togive theprophet'sword;
and he took his place in the open square of the Lord's house, and said to all
the people, 15The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See, I will send
on this town and on all her towns all the evil which I have said; because they
made their necks stiff, so that theymight not give ear to mywords.

20
1Now it came to the ears of Pashhur, the son of Immer the priest, whowas

chief in authority in the house of the Lord, that Jeremiah was saying these
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things; 2And Pashhur gave blows to Jeremiah and had his feet chained in a
framework of wood in the higher doorway of Benjamin, which was in the
house of the Lord. 3Then on the day after, Pashhur let Jeremiah loose. Then
Jeremiah said to him, The Lord has given you the name of Magor-missabib
(Cause-of-fear-on-every-side), not Pashhur. 4For the Lordhas said, See, Iwill
make you a cause of fear to yourself and to all your friends: they will come
to their death by the sword of their haters, and your eyes will see it: and I
will give all Judah into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will take
them away prisoners into Babylon and put them to the sword. 5And more
than this, I will give all the wealth of this town and all its profits and all its
things of value, even all the stores of the kings of Judah will I give into the
hands of their haters, who will put violent hands on them and take them
away to Babylon. 6And you, Pashhur, and all who are in your house, will go
away prisoners: you will come to Babylon, and there your body will be put
to rest, you and all your friends, towhomyou said falsewords. 7OLord, you
have been false to me, and I was tricked; you are stronger than I, and have
overcome me: I have become a thing to be laughed at all the day, everyone
makes sport of me. 8 For every word I say is a cry for help; I say with a loud
voice, Violent behaviour andwasting: because theword of the Lord ismade
a shame tomeanda causeof laughingall theday. 9And if I say, Iwill not keep
him in mind, I will not say another word in his name; then it is in my heart
like a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am tired of keeping myself in,
I am not able to do it. 10For numbers of them say evil secretly inmy hearing
(there is fear on every side): they say, Come, let us give witness against him;
all my nearest friends, who are watching for my fall, say, It may be that
he will be taken by deceit, and we will get the better of him and give him
punishment. 11But the Lord is with me as a great one, greatly to be feared:
somy attackers will have a fall, and they will not overcomeme: they will be
greatly shamed, because they have not done wisely, even with an unending
shame, kept inmemory for ever. 12But, O Lord of armies, testing the upright
and seeing the thoughts and the heart, let me see your punishment come
on them; for I have put my cause before you. 13Make melody to the Lord,
give praise to the Lord: for he has made the soul of the poor man free from
the hands of the evil-doers. 14A curse on the day of my birth: let there be no
blessingon thedaywhenmymotherhadme. 15Acurseon themanwhogave
the news tomy father, saying, You have amale child; making him very glad.
16May thatmanbe like the towns overturned by the Lordwithoutmercy: let
a cry for help come to his ears in the morning, and the sound of war in the
middle of the day; 17Because he did not putme to death beforemybirth took
place: so mymother's body would have been my last resting-place, and she
would have been with child for ever. 18Why did I come from my mother's
body to see pain and sorrow, so that my days might be wasted with shame?

21
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when King Zedekiah

sent to him Pashhur, the son of Malchiah, and Zephaniah, the son of
Maaseiah thepriest, saying, 2Will youget directions fromtheLord forus; for
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, is making war against us; it may be that
the Lordwill do something for us like all thewonders hehas done, andmake
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him go away from us. 3Then Jeremiah said to them, This is what you are to
say to Zedekiah: 4The Lord God of Israel has said, See, I am turning back the
instruments of war in your hands, with which you are fighting against the
king of Babylon and the Chaldaeans, who are outside thewalls and shutting
you in; and I will get them together inside this town. 5 And I myself will
be fighting against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm,
even with angry feeling and passion and in great wrath. 6And I will send a
great disease on the people living in this town, onman and onbeast, causing
their death. 7And after that, says the Lord, I will give up Zedekiah, king of
Judah, and his servants and his people, even those in the townwho have not
come to their end fromthediseaseand the swordand fromneedof food, into
the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and into the hands of their
haters, and into the hands of those desiring their death: he will put them to
the sword; he will not let anyone get away, he will have no pity or mercy.
8And to this people you are to say, The Lord has said, See, I put before you
theway of life and theway of death. 9Hewhokeeps in this townwill come to
his deathby the swordand throughneedof foodand throughdisease; but he
who goes out and gives himself up to the Chaldaeans who are shutting you
in, will go on living, andwill keep his life safe. 10Formy face is turned to this
town for evil andnot for good, says theLord: itwill be given into thehandsof
the king of Babylon, and hewill have it burnedwith fire. 11About the family
of the king of Judah. Give ear to the word of the Lord; 12O family of David,
this iswhat theLordhas said: Dowhat is right in themorning, andmake free
from the hands of the cruel one himwhose goods have been violently taken
away, or my wrath will go out like fire, burning so that no one may put it
out, because of the evil of your doings. 13 See, I am against you, you who are
living on the rock of the valley, says the Lord; you who say, Who will come
down against us? or whowill get into our houses? 14 I will send punishment
on you in keeping with the fruit of your doings, says the Lord: and I will put
a fire in her woodlands, burning up everything round about her.

22
1This is what the Lord has said: Go down to the house of the king of Judah

and there give him this word, 2And say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, O
king of Judah, seated on the seat of David, you and your servants and your
peoplewho come in by these doors. 3This iswhat the Lordhas said: Dowhat
is right, judging uprightly, and make free from the hands of the cruel one
him whose goods have been violently taken away: do no wrong and be not
violent to theman froma strange country and the childwithout a father and
thewidow, and let not thosewho have done nowrong be put to death in this
place. 4 For if you truly do this, then there will come in through the doors
of this house kings seated on the seat of David, going in carriages and on
horseback, he and his servants and his people 5But if you do not give ear to
thesewords, I give youmy oath bymyself, says the Lord, that this housewill
become a waste. 6 For this is what the Lord has said about the family of the
king of Judah: You are Gilead tome, and the top of Lebanon: but, truly, I will
make you waste, with towns unpeopled. 7And I will make ready those who
will send destruction on you, everyone armed for war: by them your best
cedar-trees will be cut down and put in the fire. 8And nations from all sides
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will go past this town, and everymanwill say to his neighbour,Why has the
Lord done such things to this great town? 9And they will say, Because they
gave up the agreement of the Lord their God, and became worshippers and
servants of other gods. 10Let there be noweeping for the dead, andmake no
songs of grief for him: butmake bitter weeping for himwho has gone away,
for he will never come back or see again the country of his birth. 11For this
is what the Lord has said about Shallum, the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
who became king in place of Josiah his father, whowent out from this place:
He will never come back there again: 12 But death will come to him in the
place where they have taken him away prisoner, and he will never see this
land again. 13 A curse is on him who is building his house by wrongdoing,
and his rooms by doing what is not right; who makes use of his neighbour
without payment, and gives him nothing for his work; 14Who says, I will
make awide house formyself, and rooms of great size, and haswindows cut
out, andhas it roofedwith cedarandpaintedwithbright red. 15Areyou tobe
a king because you make more use of cedar than your father? did not your
father take foodanddrink anddo right, judging in righteousness, and then it
waswell for him? 16Hewas judge in the cause of the poor and those in need;
then itwaswell. Was not this to have knowledge ofme? says the Lord. 17But
your eyes and your heart are fixed only onprofit for yourself, on causing the
death of him who has done no wrong, and on violent and cruel acts. 18 So
this is what the Lord has said about Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of
Judah: They will make no weeping for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah
sister! they will make no weeping for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!
19Theywill do tohimwhat theydo to thedeadbodyofanass; hisbodywill be
pulled out and placed on the earth outside the doors of Jerusalem. 20Go up
to Lebanon and give a cry; let your voice be loud in Bashan, crying out from
Abarim; for all your lovers have come to destruction 21Myword came to you
in the time of yourwell-being; but you said, I will not give ear. This has been
your way from your earliest years, you did not give attention to my voice.
22All thekeepers of your sheepwill be food for thewind, andyour loverswill
be taken away prisoners: truly, then you will be shamed and unhonoured
because of all your evil-doing. 23O you who are living in Lebanon, making
your living-place in the cedars, how greatly to be pitied will you be when
pains come on you, as on awoman in childbirth! 24Bymy life, says the Lord,
even if Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, was the ring onmy right
hand, even from there Iwould have youpulled off; 25And Iwill give you into
the hands of those desiring your death, and into the hands of those whom
you are fearing, even into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
and into thehands of theChaldaeans. 26 Iwill sendyouout, andyourmother
who gave you birth, into another country not the land of your birth; and
there deathwill come to you. 27But to the land onwhich their soul's desire is
fixed, theywill never come back. 28 Is this man Coniah a broken vessel of no
value? is he a vessel in which there is no pleasure? why are they violently
sent out, he and his seed, into a land which is strange to them? 29O earth,
earth, earth, give ear to the word of the Lord! 30 The Lord has said, Let this
man be recorded as having no children, amanwhowill not dowell in all his
life: for noman of his seed will do well, seated on the seat of the kingdom of
David and ruling again in Judah.
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23
1A curse is on the keepers who are causing the destruction and loss of the

sheep of my field, says the Lord. 2 So this is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
has said against the keepers who have the care of my people: You have let
myflockbebrokenup, driving themawayandnot caring for them; see, Iwill
send on you the punishment for the evil of your doings, says the Lord. 3And
I will get the rest of my flock together from all the countries where I have
sent them, and will make them come back again to their resting-place; and
theywill have offspring andbe increased. 4And Iwill put over themkeepers
who will take care of them: never again will they be overcome with fear or
be troubled, and therewill not be the loss of one of them, says theLord. 5See,
the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will give to David a true Branch,
and he will be ruling as king, acting wisely, doing what is right, and judging
uprightly in the land. 6 In his days Judah will have salvation and Israel will
be living without fear: and this is the name by which he will be named, The
Lord is our righteousness. 7 And so, truly, the days are coming when they
will say no longer, By the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out
of the land of Egypt; 8But, By the living Lord, who took up the seed of Israel,
and made them come out of the north country, and from all the countries
where I had sent them; and they will be living in the land which is theirs.
9About the prophets. My heart is broken in me, all my bones are shaking; I
am like aman full of strong drink, like aman overcome bywine; because of
theLord, andbecauseofhis holywords. 10For the land is full ofmenwhoare
untrue to their wives; because of the curse the land is full of grief; the green
fields of thewaste land have become dry; and they are quick to do evil, their
strength is for what is not right. 11 For the prophet as well as the priest is
unclean; even inmy house I have seen their evil-doing, says the Lord. 12For
this cause their stepswill be slippingon theirway: theywill be forcedon into
the dark andhave a fall there: for Iwill send evil on them in the year of their
punishment, says the Lord. 13 And I have seen ways without sense in the
prophets of Samaria; they became prophets of the Baal, causing my people
Israel to gowrong. 14And in theprophets of JerusalemIhave seena shocking
thing; theyareuntrue to theirwives,walking indeceit, and theymakestrong
the hands of evil-doers, so that a manmay not be turned back from his evil-
doing: they have all become like Sodom tome, and its people likeGomorrah.
15 So this is what the Lord of armies has said about the prophets: See, I will
give them a bitter plant for their food, and bitter water for their drink: for
from the prophets of Jerusalem unclean behaviour has gone out into all the
land. 16This iswhat the Lord of armies has said: Donot give ear to thewords
which the prophets say to you: they give you teaching of no value: it is from
themselves that their vision comes, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.
17Theykeepon saying to thosewhohaveno respect for thewordof theLord,
Youwill have peace; and to everyonewho goes on hisway in the pride of his
heart, they say, No evilwill come to you. 18Forwhich of themhas knowledge
of the secret of the Lord, andhas seenhim, and given ear to hisword? which
of themhas takennoteofhiswordandgivenattention to it? 19See, the storm-
wind of the Lord, even the heat of his wrath, has gone out, a rolling storm,
bursting on the heads of the evil-doers. 20The wrath of the Lord will not be
turned back till he has done, till he has put into effect, the purposes of his
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heart: in days to come you will have full knowledge of this. 21 I did not send
these prophets, but theywent running: I said nothing to them, but they gave
out the prophet's word. 22But if they had been inmy secret, then theywould
have made my people give ear to my words, turning them from their evil
way, and from the evil of their doings. 23Am I only a God who is near, says
the Lord, andnot aGod at a distance? 24 Inwhat secret placemay aman take
coverwithoutmy seeing him? says the Lord. Is there any place in heaven or
earth where I am not? says the Lord. 25My ears have been open to what the
prophets have said, who say false words in my name, saying, I have had a
dream, I have had a dream, I have had a dream, 26 Is (myword) in the hearts
of the prophets who give out false words, even the prophets of the deceit of
theirhearts? 27Whosepurpose is to takeaway thememoryofmyname from
my people by their dreams, of which every man is talking to his neighbour,
as their fathers gave up thememory ofmy name for the Baal. 28 If a prophet
has a dream, let him give out his dream; and he who has my word, let him
give out myword in good faith. What has the dry stem to do with the grain?
says the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire? says the Lord; and like a hammer,
smashing therock tobits? 30For this cause Iamagainst theprophets, says the
Lord, who takemywords, every one fromhis neighbour. 31See, I am against
the prophets, says the Lord, who let their tongues say, He has said. 32 See, I
am against the prophets of false dreams, says the Lord, who give them out
andmakemypeople go out of theway by their deceit and their uncontrolled
words: but I did not send them or give them orders; and they will be of no
profit to this people, says the Lord. 33And if this people, or the prophet, or a
priest, questioning you, says, What word of weight is there from the Lord?
then you are to say to them, You are theword, for I will not be troubledwith
you any more, says the Lord. 34 And as for the prophet and the priest and
the peoplewho say, Aword ofweight from the Lord! I will send punishment
on that man and on his house. 35But this is what you are to say, every man
to his neighbour and every man to his brother, What answer has the Lord
given? and, What has the Lord said? 36 And you will no longer put people
in mind of the word of weight of the Lord: for every man's word will be a
weight on himself; for thewords of the living God, of the Lord of armies, our
God, have been twisted by you. 37This is what you are to say to the prophet,
What answer has the Lord given to you? and,What has the Lord said? 38But
if you say, The word of weight of the Lord; this is what the Lord has said:
Because you say, The weight of the Lord, and I have sent to you, saying, You
are not to say, The weight of the Lord; 39For this reason, truly, I will put you
completely out ofmymemory, and I will put you, and the townwhich I gave
to you and to your fathers, away from before my face: 40And I will give you
a name without honour for ever, and unending shame which will never go
from thememory of men.

24
1The Lord gave me a vision, and I saw two baskets full of figs put in front

of the Temple of the Lord, after Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, had taken
prisoner Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the chiefs of
Judah, and the expert workmen and metal-workers from Jerusalem, and
had taken them to Babylon. 2 One basket had very good figs, like the figs
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which first come to growth: and the other basket had very bad figs, so bad
that they were of no use for food. 3 Then the Lord said to me, What do you
see, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs are very good, and the bad very
bad, and of no use for food, they are so bad. 4And theword of the Lord came
to me, saying, 5 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said: Like these
goodfigs, so inmyeyeswill be theprisoners of Judah,whomIhave sent from
this place into the land of the Chaldaeans for their good. 6For I will keepmy
eyes on them for good, and I will take them back again to this land, building
themup andnot pulling themdown, planting themandnot uprooting them.
7And I will give them a heart to have knowledge of me, that I am the Lord:
and theywill bemypeople, and Iwill be theirGod: for theywill comeback to
mewith all their heart. 8And like the bad figswhich are so bad that they are
of no use for food, so I will give up Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his chiefs
and the rest of Jerusalem who are still in this land, and those who are in
the land of Egypt: 9 I will give them up to be a cause of fear and of trouble
among all the kingdoms of the earth; to be a name of shame and common
talk and a cutting word and a curse in all the places wherever I will send
themwandering. 10And Iwill send the sword, andneedof food, anddisease,
among them till they are all cut off from the land which I gave to them and
to their fathers.

25
1 The word which came to Jeremiah about all the people of Judah in the

fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king of Judah; this was the first
year of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 2 This word Jeremiah gave out to
all the people of Judah and to those living in Jerusalem, saying, 3 From the
thirteenth year of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah, even till this day,
for twenty-three years, the word of the Lord has been coming to me, and
I have given it to you, getting up early and talking to you; but you have not
given ear. 4And theLordhas sent to youall his servants theprophets, getting
up early and sending them; but you have not given attention and your ear
has not been open to give hearing; 5Saying, Come back now, everyone from
his evil way and from the evil of your doings, and keep your place in the
land which the Lord has given to you and to your fathers, from times long
past even for ever: 6Do not go after other gods to be their servants and to
give themworship, and do notmakeme angrywith thework of your hands,
causing evil to yourselves. 7But you have not given ear tome, says the Lord;
so that youhavemademeangrywith thework of yourhands, causing evil to
yourselves. 8 So this is what the Lord of armies has said: Because you have
not given ear to my words, 9 See, I will send and take all the families of the
north, says the Lord, andNebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,my servant, and
make them come against this land, and against its people, and against all
these nations on every side; and Iwill give themup to complete destruction,
and make them a cause of fear and surprise and a waste place for ever.
10 And more than this, I will take from them the sound of laughing voices,
the voice of joy, the voice of the newly-married man, and the voice of the
bride, the sound of the stones crushing the grain, and the shining of lights.
11All this landwill be a waste and a cause of wonder; and these nations will
be the servants of the king of Babylon for seventy years. 12And it will come
about, after seventy years are ended, that Iwill sendpunishment on theking
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of Babylon, and on that nation, says the Lord, for their evil-doing, and on
the land of the Chaldaeans; and I will make it a waste for ever. 13And I will
make that land undergo everything I have said against it, even everything
recorded in this book, which Jeremiah the prophet has said against all the
nations. 14 For a number of nations and great kings will make servants of
them, even of them: and I will give them the reward of their acts, even the
reward of the work of their hands. 15 For this is what the Lord, the God of
Israel, has said to me: Take the cup of the wine of this wrath frommy hand,
andmake all the nations towhom I send you take of it. 16And after drinking
it, they will go rolling from side to side, and be off their heads, because of
the sword which I will send among them. 17 Then I took the cup from the
Lord'shand, andgaveadrink from it to all thenations towhomtheLord sent
me; 18 Jerusalem and the towns of Judah and their kings and their princes,
to make them a waste place, a cause of fear and surprise and a curse, as it
is this day; 19 Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and his servants and his princes and
all his people; 20 And all the mixed people and all the kings of the land of
Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon and Gaza
and Ekron and the rest of Ashdod; 21 Edom and Moab and the children of
Ammon, 22And all the kings of Tyre, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings
of the lands across the sea; 23 Dedan and Tema and Buz, and all who have
the ends of their hair cut; 24And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of
the mixed people living in the waste land; 25And all the kings of Zimri, and
all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes; 26And all the kings of
the north, far and near, onewith another; and all the kingdoms of theworld
on the face of the earth. 27And you are to say to them, This is what the Lord
of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Take of this cup and be overcome, and
let it come out again from your lips, and from your fall you will never be
lifted up again, because of the sword which I will send among you. 28And
it will be, if they will not take of the cup in your hand, then you are to say
to them, This is what the Lord of armies has said: You will certainly take of
it. 29 For see, I am starting to send evil on the town which is named by my
name, and are you to be without any punishment? You will not be without
punishment: for Iwill senda swordonall people livingon the earth, says the
Lord of armies. 30 So, as a prophet, give out these words among them, and
say to them, The voice of the Lord will be sounding like a lion from on high;
he will send out his voice from his holy place, like the loud voice of a lion,
against his flock; he will give a cry, like those who are crushing the grapes,
against all the people of the earth. 31Anoisewill come, even to the end of the
earth; for the Lord has a cause against the nations, he will give his decision
against all flesh; as for the evil-doers, he will give them to the sword, says
the Lord. 32 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, evil is going out
fromnation to nation, and a great stormwill come up from the inmost parts
of the earth. 33And at that day, the bodies of those whom the Lord has put
to death will be seen from one end of the earth even to the other end of the
earth: therewill be noweeping for them, their bodieswill not be takenupor
put to rest in the earth; theywill be likewaste on the face of the land. 34Give
cries of grief, you keepers of sheep; give cries for help, rolling yourselves in
the dust, you chiefs of the flock: for the days of your destruction have fully
come, and I will send you in all directions, and your fall will be like that of
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the males of the flock. 35 There will be no way of flight for the keepers of
sheep, no road for the chiefs of the flock to get away safely. 36A sound of the
cry of the keepers of sheep, and the bitter crying of the chiefs of the flock!
for the Lord has made waste their green fields. 37And there is no sound in
the fields of peace, because of the burning wrath of the Lord. 38The lion has
come out of his secret place, for the land has become a waste because of the
cruel sword, and because of the heat of his wrath.

26
1When Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king, this

word came from the Lord, saying, 2This iswhat the Lord has said: Take your
place in theopen squareof theLord's houseand say to all the townsof Judah,
who come into the Lord's house for worship, everything I give you orders to
say to them: keepbacknot aword; 3 Itmaybe that theywill give ear, and that
every man will be turned from his evil way, so that my purpose of sending
evil on them because of the evil of their doings may be changed. 4And you
are to say to them, This is what the Lord has said: If you do not give ear to
me and go in the way of my lawwhich I have put before you, 5And give ear
to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you, getting up
early and sending them, though you gave no attention; 6 Then I will make
thishouse like Shiloh, andwillmake this townacurse to all thenationsof the
earth. 7And in the hearing of the priests and the prophets and all the people,
Jeremiah said these words in the house of the Lord. 8Now, when Jeremiah
had come to the end of saying everything the Lord had given him orders to
say to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people took him
by force, saying, Deathwill certainly be your fate. 9Whyhave you said in the
name of the Lord, This house will be like Shiloh, and this land a waste with
no one living in it? And all the people had come together to Jeremiah in the
house of the Lord. 10And the rulers of Judah, hearing of these things, came
up from the king's house to the house of the Lord, and took their seats by the
new door of the Lord's house. 11 Then the priests and the prophets said to
the rulers and to all the people, The right fate for this man is death; for he
has said words against this town in your hearing. 12 Then Jeremiah said to
all the rulers and to all the people, The Lord has sent me as his prophet to
say against this house and against this town all the words which have come
to your ears. 13 So now, make a change for the better in your ways and your
doings, and give ear to the voice of the Lord your God; then the Lord will let
himself be turned from the decision he has made against you for evil. 14As
forme, here I am in your hands: dowithmewhatever seems good and right
in your opinion. 15Only be certain that, if youputme to death, youwillmake
yourselves and your town and its people responsible for the blood of one
whohasdonenowrong: for truly, theLordhas sentme to you to say all these
words in your ears. 16 Then the rulers and all the people said to the priests
and theprophets, It is not right for thisman tobeput todeath: forhehas said
words to us in thenameof the Lord ourGod. 17Then someof the responsible
men of the land got up and said to all themeeting of the people, 18Micah the
Morashtite, who was a prophet in the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah, said
to all the people of Judah, This is what the Lord of armies has said: Zion will
become like a ploughed field, and Jerusalem will become a mass of broken
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walls, and the mountain of the house like the high places of the woodland.
19 Did Hezekiah and all Judah put him to death? did he not in the fear of
the Lord make prayer for the grace of the Lord, and the Lord let himself be
turned from the decision he had made against them for evil? By this act we
might do great evil against ourselves. 20 And there was another man who
was a prophet of the Lord, Uriah, the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-jearim; he
said against this town and against this land all the words which Jeremiah
had said: 21Andwhen his words came to the ears of Jehoiakim the king and
all his men of war and his captains, the king would have put him to death;
but Uriah, hearing of it, was full of fear and went in flight into Egypt: 22And
Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and certain men with
him, into Egypt. 23 And they took Uriah out of Egypt and came back with
him to Jehoiakim the king; who put him to death with the sword, and had
his dead body put into the resting-place of the bodies of the commonpeople.
24 But Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, gave Jeremiah his help, so that he was
not given into the hands of the people to be put to death.

27
1When Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king this

word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 This is what the Lord has
said to me: Make for yourself bands and yokes and put them on your neck;
3And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king ofMoab, and to the king
of the children of Ammon, and to the king of Tyre, and to the king of Zidon,
by their servants who come to Jerusalem, to Zedekiah, king of Judah; 4And
give them orders to say to theirmasters, This is what the Lord of armies, the
Godof Israel, has said: Say to yourmasters, 5 I havemade the earth, andman
andbeast on the faceof the earth, bymygreat powerandbymyoutstretched
arm; and I will give it to anyone at my pleasure. 6 And now I have given
all these lands into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my
servant; and I have given the beasts of the field to him for his use. 7And all
the nations will be servants to him and to his son and to his son's son, till
the time comes for his land to be overcome: and then a number of nations
and great kings will take it for their use. 8 And it will come about, that if
any nation does not become a servant to this same Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, and does not put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon,
then I will send punishment on that nation, says the Lord, by the sword and
need of food and by disease, till I have given them into his hands. 9And you
are not to give attention to your prophets or your readers of signs or your
dreamers or those who see into the future or those who make use of secret
arts, who say to you, You will not become servants of the king of Babylon:
10 For they say false words to you, so that you may be sent away far from
your land, and so that youmay be forced out byme and come to destruction.
11 But as for that nation which puts its neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon and becomes his servant, I will let that nation keep on in its land,
farming it and living in it, says theLord. 12And I saidall this toZedekiah, king
of Judah, saying, Put your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon and
become his servants and his people, so that youmay keep your lives. 13Why
are youdesiringdeath, youandyourpeople, by the sword, andbecause food
is gone, and by disease, as the Lord has said of the nation which does not
become the servant of the king of Babylon? 14 And you are not to give ear
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to the prophets who say to you, You will not become servants of the king
of Babylon: for what they say is not true. 15 For I have not sent them, says
the Lord, but they are saying what is false in my name, so that I might send
you out by force, causing destruction to come on you and on your prophets.
16 And I said to the priests and to all the people, This is what the Lord has
said: Give no attention to thewords of your prophets who say to you, See, in
a very little time now the vessels of the Lord's house will come back again
fromBabylon: for what they say to you is false. 17Give no attention to them;
become servants of the king of Babylon and keep yourselves from death:
why let this town become a waste? 18 But if they are prophets, and if the
word of the Lord is with them, let them now make request to the Lord of
armies that the vessels which are still in the house of the Lord and in the
house of the king of Judah and at Jerusalem, may not go to Babylon. 19 For
this is what the Lord has said about the rest of the vessels which are still in
this town, 20 Which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, did not take away,
when he took Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, a prisoner from
Jerusalem to Babylon, with all the great men of Judah and Jerusalem; 21For
this is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said about the rest of
the vessels in the house of the Lord and in the house of the king of Judah and
at Jerusalem: 22 They will be taken away to Babylon, and there they will be
till the daywhen I send their punishment on them, says the Lord. Then Iwill
take them up and put them back in their place.

28
1 And it came about in that year, when Zedekiah first became king of

Judah, in the fourth year, in the fifthmonth, that Hananiah, the son of Azzur
the prophet, who came from Gibeon, said to Jeremiah in the house of the
Lord, before the priests and all the people, 2 These are the words of the
Lord of armies, the God of Israel: By me the yoke of the king of Babylon
has been broken. 3 In the space of two years I will send back into this place
all the vessels of the Lord's house which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
took away from this place to Babylon: 4 And I will let Jeconiah, the son of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, come back to this place, with all the prisoners of
Judah who went to Babylon, says the Lord: for I will have the yoke of the
king of Babylon broken. 5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet
Hananiah, before thepriests andall the peoplewhohad come into thehouse
of the Lord, 6 The prophet Jeremiah said, So be it: may the Lord do so: may
the Lord give effect to the words which you have said, and let the vessels
of the Lord's house, and all the people who have been taken away, come
back from Babylon to this place. 7 But still, give ear to this word which I
am saying to you and to all the people: 8 The prophets, who were before
me and before you, from early times gave word to a number of countries
and great kingdoms about war and destruction and disease. 9 The prophet
whose words are of peace, when his words come true, will be seen to be a
prophet whom the Lord has sent. 10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the
yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and it was broken by his hands.
11And before all the people Hananiah said, The Lord has said, Even so will I
let the yokeof thekingofBabylonbebrokenoff thenecks of all thenations in
the space of two years. Then the prophet Jeremiahwent away. 12Then after
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the yoke had been broken off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah byHananiah
the prophet, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13Go and say to
Hananiah, This is what the Lord has said: Yokes of wood have been broken
by you, but in their place I will make yokes of iron. 14For the Lord of armies,
the God of Israel, has said: I have put a yoke of iron on the necks of all these
nations, making them servants to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; and
they are to be his servants: and in addition I have givenhim the beasts of the
field. 15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, Give ear,
now, Hananiah; the Lord has not sent you; but you are making this people
put their faith inwhat is false. 16For this reason the Lord has said, See, I will
send you away from off the face of the earth: this year death will overtake
you, because you have said words against the Lord. 17 So death came to
Hananiah the prophet the same year, in the seventhmonth.

29
1 Now these are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet

sent from Jerusalem to the responsible men among those who had been
taken away, and to the priests and the prophets and to all the rest of the
peoplewhomNebuchadnezzarhad takenawayprisoners from Jerusalem to
Babylon; 2 (After Jeconiah the king and the queen-mother and the unsexed
servants and the rulers of Judahand Jerusalemand theexpertworkmenand
themetal-workers had gone away from Jerusalem;) 3By the hand of Elasah,
the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah, the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah,
king of Judah, sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,) saying,
4This iswhat the Lord of armies, theGodof Israel, has said to all thosewhom
I have taken away prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Go on building
houses and living in them, and planting gardens and using the fruit of them;
6Takewives andhave sons anddaughters, and takewives for your sons, and
give your daughters to husbands, so that theymayhave sons anddaughters;
and be increased in number there and do not become less. 7Andbeworking
for the peace of the land to which I have had you taken away prisoners, and
make prayer to the Lord for it: for in its peace youwill have peace. 8For this
is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Do not let yourselves
be tricked by the prophetswho are among you, and the readers of signs, and
give no attention to their dreamswhich theymay have; 9For they are saying
to you what is false in my name: I have not sent them, says the Lord. 10 For
this is what the Lord has said: When seventy years are ended for Babylon, I
will havepity onyouandgive effect tomygoodpurpose for you, causing you
to come back to this place. 11 For I am conscious of my thoughts about you,
says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you hope at the end.
12And you will go on crying to me and making prayer to me, and I will give
ear to you. 13And youwill be searching forme and Iwill be there, when you
have gone after me with all your heart. 14 I will be near you again, says the
Lord, and your fate will be changed, and I will get you together from all the
nationsand fromall theplaceswhere Ihad sent youaway, says theLord; and
Iwill take you back again to the place fromwhich I sent you away prisoners.
15 For you have said, The Lord has given us prophets in Babylon. 16 For this
is what the Lord has said about the king who is seated on the seat of David's
kingdom, and about all the people living in this town, your countrymenwho
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have not gone out with you as prisoners; 17 This is what the Lord of armies
has said: See, I will send on them the sword and need of food and disease,
and will make them like bad figs, which are of no use for food, they are so
bad. 18 I will go after them, attacking themwith the sword and with need of
foodandwithdisease, andwillmake themacauseof fear to all thekingdoms
of the earth, to be a curse and awonder and a surprise and a name of shame
among all the nations where I have sent them: 19 Because they have not
given ear to my words, says the Lord, when I sent to them my servants the
prophets, getting up early and sending them; but you did not give ear, says
the Lord. 20And now, give ear to the word of the Lord, all you whom I have
sent away prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon. 21 This is what the Lord of
armies, the God of Israel, has said about Ahab, the son of Kolaiah, and about
Zedekiah, the son of Maaseiah, who are saying to you what is false in my
name: See, I will give them up into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of
Babylon, and he will put them to death before your eyes. 22 And their fate
will be used as a curse by all the prisoners of Judah who are in Babylon,
whowill say,May the Lordmake you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whowere
burned in the fire by the king of Babylon; 23Because they have done shame
in Israel, and have taken their neighbours' wives, and inmyname have said
false words, which I did not give them orders to say; and I myself am the
witness, says the Lord. 24About Shemaiah the Nehelamite. 25 Shemaiah the
Nehelamite sent a letter in his name to Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah the
priest, saying, 26TheLordhasmadeyoupriest inplaceof Jehoiada thepriest,
to be an overseer in the house of the Lord for everymanwho is off his head
and is acting as a prophet, to put suchmen in prison and in chains. 27Sowhy
have you made no protest against Jeremiah of Anathoth, who is acting as a
prophet to you? 28 For he has sent to us in Babylon saying, The time will be
long: go on building houses and living in them, and planting gardens and
using the fruit of them. 29And Zephaniah the priest made clear to Jeremiah
the prophetwhatwas said in the letter, reading it to him. 30Then theword of
the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 31Send to all thosewho have
been taken away, saying, This is what the Lord has said about Shemaiah the
Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has been acting as a prophet to you, and I
did not send him, and has made you put your faith in what is false; 32 For
this cause the Lord has said, Truly I will send punishment on Shemaiah and
on his seed; not aman of his familywill have a place among this people, and
he will not see the good which I am going to do to my people, says the Lord:
because he has said words against the Lord.

30
1The wordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2The Lord, the

God of Israel, has said, Put down in a book all thewordswhich I have said to
you. 3 For see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will let the fate of
my people Israel and Judah be changed, says the Lord: and Iwill make them
come back to the land which I gave to their fathers, so that they may take
it for their heritage. 4 And these are the words which the Lord said about
Israel and about Judah. 5 This is what the Lord has said: A voice of shaking
fear has come to our ears, of fear and not of peace. 6 Put the question and
see if it is possible for a man to have birth-pains: why do I see every man
with his hands gripping his sides, as a woman does when the pains of birth
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are on her, and all faces are turned green? 7Ha! for that day is so great that
there is noday like it: it is the timeof Jacob's trouble: but hewill get salvation
from it. 8For it will come about on that day, says the Lord of armies, that his
yoke will be broken off his neck, and his bands will be burst; and men of
strange landswill no longermake use of him as their servant: 9But theywill
be servants to the Lord their God and to David their king, whom I will give
back to them. 10 So have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, says the Lord; and do
not be troubled, O Israel: for see, I will make you come back from far away,
and your seed from the land where they are prisoners; and Jacob will come
back, andwill be quiet and at peace, and no onewill give him cause for fear.
11For I amwith you, says the Lord, to be your saviour: for Iwill put an end to
all the nations where I have sent youwandering, but I will not put an end to
you completely: though with wise purpose I will put right your errors, and
will not let you go quite without punishment. 12 For the Lord has said, Your
disease may not be made well and your wound is bitter. 13 There is no help
for your wound, there is nothing to make you well. 14 Your lovers have no
more thought for you, they go after you no longer; for I have given you the
wound of a hater, even cruel punishment; 15Why are you crying for help
because of your wound? for your pain may never be taken away: because
your evil-doing was so great and because your sins were increased, I have
done these things to you. 16 For this cause, all those who take you for their
foodwill themselves become your food; and all your attackers, every one of
them, will be taken prisoners; and those who send destruction on you will
come to destruction; and all those who take away your goods by force will
undergo the same themselves. 17For Iwillmake youhealthy again and Iwill
make you well from your wounds, says the Lord; because they have given
you the name of an outlaw, saying, It is Zion cared for by no man. 18 The
Lord has said, See, I am changing the fate of the tents of Jacob, and I will
have pity on his houses; the town will be put up on its hill, and the great
houses will be living-places again. 19And from them will go out praise and
the sound of laughing: and I will make them great in number, and they will
not become less; and Iwill give themglory, and theywill not be small. 20And
their children will be as they were in the old days, and the meeting of the
people will have its place before me, and I will send punishment on all who
are cruel to them. 21And their chief will be of their number; their ruler will
come from among themselves; and I will let him be present before me, so
that he may come near to me: for who may have strength of heart to come
nearme? says the Lord. 22Andyouwill bemypeople, and Iwill be yourGod.
23 See, the storm-wind of the Lord, even the heat of his wrath, has gone out,
a rolling storm, bursting on the heads of the evil-doers. 24 The wrath of the
Lord will not be turned back till he has done, till he has put into effect, the
purposes of his heart: in days to come youwill have full knowledge of this.

31
1At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel,

and theywill bemypeople. 2TheLordhas said, Grace came in thewaste land
to a people kept safe from the sword, even to Israel on theway to his resting-
place. 3 From far away he saw the Lord: my love for you is an eternal love:
so withmercy I havemade you comewithme. 4 I will againmake new your
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buildings, O virgin of Israel, and you will take up your place: again you will
take up your instruments of music, and go out in the dances of those who
are glad. 5 Again will your vine-gardens be planted on the hill of Samaria:
the planters will be planting and using the fruit. 6 For there will be a day
when those who get in the grapes on the hills of Ephraimwill be crying, Up!
let us go up to Zion to the Lord our God. 7For the Lord has said, Make a glad
song for Jacob and give a cry on the top of the mountains: give the news,
give praise, and say, The Lord has given salvation to his people, even to the
rest of Israel. 8 See, I will take them from the north country, and get them
from the inmost parts of the earth, and with them the blind and the feeble-
footed, the womanwith child and her who is in birth-pains together: a very
great army, they will come back here. 9 They will come with weeping, and
going before them I will be their guide: guiding them by streams of water
in a straight way where there is no falling: for I am a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is the first of my sons. 10 Give ear to the word of the Lord, O you
nations, and give news of it in the sea-lands far away, and say, He who has
sent Israel wandering will get him together and will keep him as a keeper
does his flock. 11For the Lord has given a price for Jacob, andmade him free
from the hands of him who was stronger than he. 12 So they will come with
songs on the high places, flowing together to the good things of the Lord, to
the grain and the wine and the oil, to the young ones of the flock and of the
herd: their souls will be like a watered garden, and they will have no more
sorrow. 13 Then the virgin will have joy in the dance, and the young men
and the old will be glad: for I will have their weeping turned into joy, I will
give them comfort and make them glad after their sorrow. 14 I will give the
priests their desired fat things, andmypeoplewill have a fullmeasure ofmy
good things, says the Lord. 15So has the Lord said: In Ramah there is a sound
of crying, weeping and bitter sorrow; Rachel weeping for her children; she
will notbe comforted for their loss. 16TheLordhas said this: Keepyourvoice
from sorrow and your eyes fromweeping: for your work will be rewarded,
says the Lord; and they will come back from the land of their hater. 17And
there is hope for the future, says the Lord; and your childrenwill come back
to the land which is theirs. 18Certainly Ephraim's words of grief have come
tomy ears, You have givenme training and I have undergone it like a young
cow unused to the yoke: let me be turned and come back, for you are the
Lord my God. 19 Truly, after I had been turned, I had regret for my ways;
and after I had got knowledge, I made signs of sorrow: I was put to shame,
truly, I was covered with shame, because I had to undergo the shame of my
early years. 20 Is Ephraim my dear son? is he the child of my delight? for
whenever I say things against him, I still keep him in my memory: so my
heart is troubled for him; I will certainly have mercy on him, says the Lord.
21 Put up guiding pillars, make road signs for yourself: give attention to the
highway, even theway inwhichyouwent: be turnedagain,Ovirginof Israel,
be turned to these your towns. 22How long will you go on turning this way
and that, O wandering daughter? for the Lord has made a new thing on the
earth, a woman changed into a man. 23 So the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said, Againwill thesewords be used in the land of Judah and in its
towns,when I have let their fate be changed: May the blessing of the Lord be
on you, O resting-place of righteousness, O holymountain. 24And Judah and
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all its townswill be living there together; the farmersand thosewhogoabout
with flocks. 25 For I have given new strength to the tired soul and to every
sorrowing soul in full measure. 26 At this, awaking from my sleep, I saw;
and my sleep was sweet to me. 27 See, the days are coming, says the Lord,
when Iwill have Israel and Judah plantedwith the seed ofman andwith the
seed of beast. 28And it will come about that, as I have been watching over
them for the purpose of uprooting and smashing downandoverturning and
sending destruction and causing trouble; so I will be watching over them
for the purpose of building up and planting, says the Lord. 29 In those days
they will no longer say, The fathers have been tasting bitter grapes and the
children's teeth are put on edge. 30But everyone will be put to death for the
evilwhichhehimself hasdone: whoeverhas takenbitter grapeswill himself
have his teeth put on edge. 31 See, the days are coming, says the Lord, when
I will make a new agreement with the people of Israel and with the people
of Judah: 32Not like the agreement which I made with their fathers, on the
day when I took them by the hand to be their guide out of the land of Egypt;
which agreement was broken by them, and I gave them up, says the Lord.
33But this is the agreement which I will make with the people of Israel after
those days, says the Lord; I will put my law in their inner parts, writing it
in their hearts; and I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34And
no longer will they be teaching everyman his neighbour and everyman his
brother, saying, Get knowledge of the Lord: for theywill all have knowledge
of me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord: for they
will have my forgiveness for their evil-doing, and their sin will go from my
memory for ever. 35These are the words of the Lord, who has given the sun
for a light by day, ordering themoon and stars for a light by night, who puts
the sea inmotion, causing the thunder of its waves; the Lord of armies is his
name. 36 If the order of these things beforeme is ever broken, says the Lord,
then will the seed of Israel come to an end as a nation before me for ever.
37 This is what the Lord has said: If the heavens on high may be measured,
and the bases of the earth searched out, then I will give up the seed of Israel,
because of all theyhavedone, says theLord. 38See, thedays are coming, says
the Lord, for the building of the Lord's town, from the tower of Hananel to
the doorway of the angle. 39And themeasuring-line will go out in front of it
as far as the hill Gareb, going round to Goah. 40And all the valley of the dead
bodies, and all the field of death as far as the stream Kidron, up to the angle
of the horses' doorway to the east, will be holy to the Lord; it will not again
be uprooted or overturned for ever.

32
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of

Zedekiah, king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.
2Nowat that time the king of Babylon's armywas round Jerusalem, shutting
it in: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the place of the armed
watchmen, in the house of the king of Judah. 3 For Zedekiah, king of Judah,
had had him shut up, saying, Why have you, as a prophet, been saying, The
Lord has said, See, I will give this town into the hands of the king of Babylon,
and he will take it; 4 And Zedekiah, king of Judah, will not get away from
the hands of the Chaldaeans, but will certainly be given up into the hands of
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the king of Babylon, and will have talk with him, mouth to mouth, and see
him, eye to eye. 5And he will take Zedekiah away to Babylon, where he will
be till I have pity on him, says the Lord: though you are fighting with the
Chaldaeans, things will not go well for you? 6And Jeremiah said, The word
of the Lord came to me, saying, 7 See, Hanamel, the son of Shallum, your
father's brother, will come to you and say, Give the price and get for yourself
my property in Anathoth: for you have the right of the nearest relation. 8So
Hanamel, the son of my father's brother, came to me, as the Lord had said,
to the place of the armed watchmen, and said to me, Give the price and get
my property which is in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: for you have the
nearest relation's right to theheritage; so get it for yourself. Then itwas clear
to me that this was the word of the Lord. 9 So I got for a price the property
in Anathoth fromHanamel, the son ofmy father's brother, and gave him the
money, seventeen shekels of silver; 10And I put it inwriting, stamping itwith
my stamp, and I tookwitnesses andput themoney into the scales. 11So I took
the paperwitnessing the business, one copy rolled up and stamped, and one
copy open: 12And I gave the paper to Baruch, the son of Neriah, the son of
Mahseiah, before the eyes of Hanamel, the son ofmy father's brother, and of
the witnesses who had put their names to the paper, and before all the Jews
who were seated in the place of the armed watchmen. 13And I gave orders
to Baruch in front of them, saying, 14This iswhat the Lord of armies, theGod
of Israel, has said: Take these papers, the witness of this business, the one
which is rolled up and stamped, and the one which is open; and put them
in a vessel of earth so that they may be kept for a long time. 15 For the Lord
of armies, the God of Israel, has said, There will again be trading in houses
and fields and vine-gardens in this land. 16Now after I had given the paper
to Baruch, the son of Neriah, I made my prayer to the Lord, saying, 17 Ah
LordGod! see, youhavemade theheavenand the earth by your great power
and by your outstretched arm, and there is nothing you are not able to do:
18You havemercy on thousands, and send punishment for the evil-doing of
the fathers on their children after them: the great, the strong God, the Lord
of armies is his name: 19Great in wisdom and strong in act: whose eyes are
open on all theways of the sons ofmen, giving to everyone the reward of his
ways and the fruit of his doings: 20You have done signs and wonders in the
land of Egypt, and even to this day, in Israel and among othermen; and have
made aname for yourself as at this day; 21Andhave takenyour people Israel
out of the land of Egyptwith signs andwithwonders andwith a strong hand
and an outstretched arm, causing great fear; 22 And have given them this
land, which you gave yourword to their fathers to give them, a land flowing
with milk and honey; 23And they came in and took it for their heritage, but
they did not give ear to your voice, and were not ruled by your law; they
have done nothing of all you gave them orders to do: so you have made all
this evil come on them: 24See, they havemade earthworks against the town
to take it; and the town is given into the hands of the Chaldaeans who are
fighting against it, because of the sword and need of food and disease: and
what you have said has taken place, and truly you see it. 25 And you have
said tome, Give themoney to get yourself a property, and have the business
witnessed; though the town is given into thehands of theChaldaeans. 26And
theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 27See, I am the Lord, the God
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of all flesh: is there anything so hard that I am unable to do it? 28 So this
is what the Lord has said: See, I am giving this town into the hands of the
Chaldaeans and into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, and
hewill take it: 29And theChaldaeans,whoarefighting against this town,will
come and put the town on fire, burning it together with the houses, on the
roofs of which perfumes have been burned to the Baal, and drink offerings
havebeendrainedout to other gods,movingme towrath. 30For the children
of Israel and the children of Judah have done nothing but evil in my eyes
from their earliest years: the children of Israel have only made me angry
with the work of their hands, says the Lord. 31For this town has been to me
a cause of wrath and of burning passion from the day of its building till this
day, so that I put it away from before my face: 32 Because of all the evil of
the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to
make me angry, they and their kings, their princes, their priests, and their
prophets, and the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem. 33 And they
have been turning their backs and not their faces to me: and though I was
their teacher, getting up early and teaching them, their ears were not open
to teaching. 34But they put their disgusting images into the house which is
named by my name, making it unclean. 35And they put up the high places
of the Baal in the valley of the son of Hinnom, making their sons and their
daughters go through the fire toMolech; which I did not give them orders to
do, and it never came intomymind that theywould do this disgusting thing,
causing Judah to be turned out of the way. 36And now the Lord, the God of
Israel, has said of this town, aboutwhich you say, It is given into the hands of
the king of Babylon by the sword and by need of food and by disease: 37See,
I will get them together from all the countries where I have sent them inmy
wrath and in the heat of my passion and in my bitter feeling; and I will let
them come back into this placewhere theymay take their rest safely. 38And
they will be my people, and I will be their God: 39And I will give them one
heart and one way, so that they may go on in the worship of me for ever,
for their good and the good of their children after them: 40And I will make
an eternal agreement with them, that I will never give them up, but ever do
them good; and I will put the fear of me in their hearts, so that they will not
go away fromme. 41And truly, I will take pleasure in doing them good, and
allmyheart and soulwill be given to planting them in this land in good faith.
42For theLordhas said: As Ihavemadeall this great evil comeon thispeople,
so I will send on them all the goodwhich I said about them. 43And therewill
be trading in fields in this land of which you say, It is a waste, without man
or beast; it is given into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 44Men will get fields
formoney, and put the business in writing, stamping the papers and having
themwitnessed, in the landofBenjaminand in the country round Jerusalem
and in the towns of Judah and in the towns of the hill-country and in the
towns of the lowland and in the towns of the South: for I will let their fate be
changed, says the Lord.

33
1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the second time, while he

was still shut up in the place of the armed watchmen, saying, 2 These are
the words of the Lord, who is doing it, the Lord who is forming it, to make it
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certain; theLord ishisname; 3Let your cry come tome, and Iwill give youan
answer, and let you see great things and secret things of which you had no
knowledge. 4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said about the
houses of this town and the houses of the kings of Judah, which have been
broken down to make earthworks and ... ; 5 ... and to make them full of the
deadbodiesofmenwhomIhaveput todeath inmywrathand inmypassion,
andbecause ofwhose evil-doing I havekeptmy face covered from this town.
6See, I will make it healthy andwell again, I will evenmake themwell; I will
let them see peace and good faith in full measure. 7And I will let the fate of
Judahandof Israel be changed, building themupas at first. 8And Iwillmake
themclean fromall their sin,withwhich theyhavebeen sinning againstme;
I will have forgiveness for all their sins, with which they have been sinning
against me, andwith which they have done evil against me. 9And this town
will be tome for a name of joy, for a praise and a glory before all the nations
of the earth, who, hearing of all the good which I am doing for them, will be
shaking with fear because of all the good and the peace which I am doing
for it. 10This is what the Lord has said: There will again be sounding in this
place, of which you say, It is a waste, without man and without beast; even
in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem which are waste and
unpeopled, without man and without beast, 11Happy sounds, the voice of
joy, the voice of thenewly-marriedmanand the voice of the bride, the voices
of those who say, Give praise to the Lord of armies, for the Lord is good, for
hismercy is unchanging for ever: the voices of thosewho gowith praise into
the house of the Lord. For I will let the land come back to its first condition,
says the Lord. 12 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Again there will
be in this place, which is a waste, without man andwithout beast, and in all
its towns, a resting-place where the keepers of sheep will make their flocks
take rest. 13 In the towns of the hill-country, in the towns of the lowland, and
in the towns of the South and in the land of Benjamin and in the country
round Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, the flocks will again go under
the hand of him who is numbering them, says the Lord. 14 See, the days
are coming, says the Lord, when I will give effect to the good word which I
have said about the people of Israel and the people of Judah. 15 In those days
and at that time, I will let a Branch of righteousness come up for David; and
he will be a judge in righteousness in the land. 16 In those days, Judah will
have salvation and Jerusalemwill be safe: and this is thenamewhichwill be
given to her: The Lord is our righteousness. 17 For the Lord has said, David
will never be without a man to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of
Israel; 18And thepriests and theLeviteswill never bewithout aman to come
before me, offering burned offerings and perfumes and meal offerings and
offerings of beasts at all times. 19And thewordof theLord came to Jeremiah,
saying, 20The Lord has said: If it is possible formy agreement of the day and
the night to be broken, so that day and night no longer come at their fixed
times, 21Thenmy agreement with my servant David may be broken, so that
he no longer has a son to take his place on the seat of the kingdom; and my
agreement with the Levites, the priests, my servants. 22As it is not possible
for the army of heaven to be numbered, or the sand of the sea measured,
so will I make the seed of my servant David, and the Levites my servants.
23And theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 24Have you takennote
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of what these people have said, The two families, which the Lord took for
himself, he has givenup? This they say, lookingdownonmypeople as being,
in their eyes, no longer a nation. 25The Lord has said, If I have notmade day
and night, and if the limits of heaven and earth have not been fixed by me,
26Then Iwill give up caring for the seed of Jacob and of Davidmy servant, so
that I will not take of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob: for I will let their fate be changed andwill havemercy on them.

34
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from theLord,whenNebuchadrezzar,

king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth which
wereunderhis rule, andall thepeoples,werefightingagainst Jerusalemand
all its towns, saying, 2 The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Go and say to
Zedekiah, king of Judah, This is what the Lord has said: See, I will give this
town into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will have it burned with
fire: 3And you will not get away from him, but will certainly be taken and
given up into his hands; and you will see the king of Babylon, eye to eye,
and hewill have talk with you, mouth tomouth, and youwill go to Babylon.
4But give ear to theword of the Lord, O Zedekiah, king of Judah; this is what
the Lord has said about you: Death will not come to you by the sword: 5You
will come to your end in peace; and such burnings as they made for your
fathers, the earlier kings before you, will be made for you; and they will be
weeping for you and saying, Ah lord! for I have said theword, says the Lord.
6Then Jeremiah the prophet said all these things to Zedekiah, king of Judah,
in Jerusalem, 7When the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against
Jerusalem and against all the towns of Judah which had not been taken,
against Lachish and against Azekah; for these were the last of the walled
towns of Judah. 8 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after
King Zedekiah had made an agreement with all the people in Jerusalem, to
give news in public that servants were to be made free; 9 That every man
was to let his Hebrew man-servant and his Hebrew servant-girl go free; so
that no one might make use of a Jew, his countryman, as a servant: 10And
this was done by all the rulers and the people who had taken part in the
agreement, and every one let his man-servant and his servant-girl go free,
not to be used as servants any longer; they did so, and let them go. 11 But
later, they took back again the servants and the servant-girls whom they
had let go free, and put them again under the yoke as servants and servant-
girls. 12 For this reason the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the
Lord, saying, 13 The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I made an agreement
with your fathers on the day when I took them out of Egypt, out of the
prison-house, saying, 14At the end of seven years every man is to let go his
countryman who is a Hebrew, who has become yours for a price and has
been your servant for six years; you are to let him go free: but your fathers
gave no attention and did not give ear. 15And now, turning away from evil,
you had donewhat is right inmy eyes, giving a public undertaking for every
man to make his neighbour free; and you had made an agreement before
me in the house which is named by my name: 16 But again you have put
shame on my name, and you have taken back, every one his man-servant
and his servant-girl, whom you had sent away free, and you have put them
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under the yoke again to be your servants and servant-girls. 17 And so the
Lord has said, You have not given ear to me and undertaken publicly, every
man to let loose his countryman and his neighbour: see, I undertake to let
looseagainst you the swordanddiseaseandneedof food; and Iwill sendyou
wandering among all the kingdoms of the earth. 18And I will give the men
whohave gone againstmyagreement andhavenot given effect to thewords
of the agreement which they made before me, when the ox was cut in two
and theywent between the parts of it, 19The rulers of Judah and the rulers of
Jerusalem, theunsexedservantsand thepriestsandall thepeopleof the land
who went between the parts of the ox, 20 Even these I will give up into the
hands of their haters and into the hands of those who have designs against
their lives: and their dead bodies will become food for the birds of heaven
and the beasts of the earth. 21And Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his rulers I
will give into the hands of their haters and into the hands of thosewho have
designs against their lives, and into the hands of the king of Babylon's army
which has gone away from you. 22 See, I will give orders, says the Lord, and
make them come back to this town; and they will make war on it and take it
and have it burned with fire: and I will make the towns of Judah waste and
unpeopled.

35
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, in the days of Je-

hoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2Go into the house of the
Rechabites, and have talk with them, and take them into the house of the
Lord, into one of the rooms, and give themwine. 3Then I took Jaazaniah, the
son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his sons
and all the Rechabites; 4 And I took them into the house of the Lord, into
the room of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which
was near the rulers' room, whichwas over the room ofMaaseiah, the son of
Shallum, the keeper of the door; 5And I put before the sons of the Rechabites
basins full of wine and cups, and I said to them, Take some wine. 6But they
said,Wewill takenowine: for Jonadab, the sonof Rechabour father, gaveus
orders, saying, You are to take nowine, you or your sons, for ever: 7And you
are to make no houses, or put in seed, or get vine-gardens planted, or have
any: but all your days you are to go on living in tents, so that you may have
a long life in the land where you are living as in a strange country. 8Andwe
have kept the rules of Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father, in everything
which he gave us orders to do, drinking no wine all our days, we and our
wives and our sons and our daughters; 9 Building no houses for ourselves,
having no vine-gardens or fields or seed: 10Butwe have been living in tents,
and have done everything which Jonadab our father gave us orders to do.
11 But when Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, came up into the land, we
said, Come, let us go to Jerusalem, away from the army of the Chaldaeans
and from the army of the Aramaeans: and so we are living in Jerusalem.
12 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13 This is what the
Lordofarmies, theGodof Israel, has said: Goandsay to themenof Judahand
the people of Jerusalem, Is there no hope of teaching you to give ear to my
words? says the Lord. 14The orders which Jonadab, the son of Rechab, gave
to his sons to take no wine, are done, and to this day they take no wine, for
theydo the orders of their father: but I have sentmywords to you, gettingup
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early and sending them, and youhavenot given ear tome. 15And I have sent
you allmy servants the prophets, getting up early and sending them, saying,
Comeback, now, everyman fromhis evilway, anddobetter, and gonot after
other gods to become their servants, and you will go on living in the land
which I have given to you and to your fathers: but your ears have not been
open, and you have not given attention tome. 16Though the sons of Jonadab
the son of Rechab have done the orders of their father which he gave them,
this people has not given ear to me: 17 For this reason the Lord, the God of
armies, the God of Israel, has said, See, I will send on Judah and on all the
people of Jerusalem all the evil which I said I would do to them: because I
sent my words to them, but they did not give ear; crying out to them, but
they gave no answer. 18 But to the Rechabites Jeremiah said, This is what
the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Because you have done the
orders of Jonadab your father, and have kept his rules, and done everything
as he gave you orders to do it; 19For this reason the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, has said, Jonadab, the son of Rechab, will never be without a man
to take his place before me.

36
1Now it came about in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king

of Judah, that this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Take a
book and put down in it all the words I have said to you against Israel and
against Judah and against all the nations, from the daywhenmyword came
to you in the days of Josiah till this day. 3 It may be that the people of Judah,
hearing of all the evil which it is my purpose to do to them, will be turned,
every man from his evil ways; so that they may have my forgiveness for
their evil-doing and their sin. 4 Then Jeremiah sent for Baruch, the son of
Neriah; and Baruch took down from themouth of Jeremiah all the words of
the Lord which he had said to him, writing them in a book. 5And Jeremiah
gave orders to Baruch, saying, I am shut up, and am not able to go into the
house of the Lord: 6 So you are to go, reading there from the book, which
you have taken down frommymouth, the words of the Lord, in the hearing
of the people in the Lord's house, on a day when they go without food,
and in the hearing of all the men of Judah who have come out from their
towns. 7 It may be that their prayer for grace will go up to the Lord, and
that everymanwill be turned from his evil ways: for great is the wrath and
the passion made clear by the Lord against this people. 8 And Baruch, the
son of Neriah, did as Jeremiah the prophet gave him orders to do, reading
from the book the words of the Lord in the Lord's house. 9 Now it came
about in the fifth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the
ninth month, that it was given out publicly that all the people in Jerusalem,
and all the people who came from the towns of Judah to Jerusalem, were to
keep from food before the Lord. 10Then Baruch gave a public reading of the
words of Jeremiah from the book, in the house of the Lord, in the room of
Gemariah, the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher square, as one goes
in by the new doorway of the Lord's house, in the hearing of all the people.
11And Micaiah, the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, after hearing all
the words of the Lord from the book, 12Went down to the king's house, to
the scribe's room: and all the rulers were seated there, Elishama the scribe
and Delaiah, the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and
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Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah, the son of Hananiah, and all
the rulers. 13ThenMicaiah gave theman account of all thewordswhich had
come to his ears when Baruch was reading the book to the people. 14 So all
the rulers sent Jehudi, the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of
Cushi, to Baruch, saying, Take in your hand the book from which you have
been reading to the people and come. So Baruch, the son of Neriah, took
the book in his hand and came down to them. 15 Then they said to him, Be
seated now, and give us a reading from it. So Baruch did so, reading it to
them. 16 Now it came about that, after hearing all the words, they said to
one another in fear, We will certainly give the king an account of all these
words. 17And questioning Baruch, they said, Say now, how did you put all
these words down in writing from his mouth? 18 Then Baruch, answering,
said, He said all these things to me by word of mouth, and I put them down
with ink in the book. 19Then the rulers said to Baruch, Go and put yourself
in a safe place, you and Jeremiah, and let noman have knowledge of where
you are. 20 Then they went into the open square to the king; but the book
they put away in the room of Elishama the scribe; and they gave the king an
account of all the words. 21 So the king sent Jehudi to get the book, and he
took it from the room of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi gave a reading of
it in the hearing of the king and all the rulers who were by the king's side.
22Now the king was seated in the winter house, and a fire was burning in
the fireplace in front of him. 23And it came about that whenever Jehudi, in
his reading, had got through three or four divisions, the king, cutting them
with his penknife, put them into the fire, till all the book was burned up
in the fire which was burning in the fireplace. 24 But they had no fear and
gave no signs of grief, not the king or any of his servants, after hearing all
thesewords. 25And Elnathan andDelaiah and Gemariah hadmade a strong
request to the king not to let the book be burned, but he would not give
ear to them. 26 And the king gave orders to Jerahmeel, the king's son, and
Seraiah, the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah, the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch
the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the Lord kept them safe. 27 Then
after the book, in which Baruch had put down the words of Jeremiah, had
been burned by the king, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,
28 Take another book and put down in it all the words which were in the
first book, which Jehoiakim, king of Judah, put into the fire. 29 And about
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, you are to say, This is what the Lord has said: You
haveput this book into thefire, saying,Whyhaveyouput in it that thekingof
Babylonwill certainly come, causing the destruction of this land andputting
an end to every man and beast in it? 30 For this reason the Lord has said of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Hewill have no son to take his place on the seat of
David: his dead body will be put out to undergo the heat of the day and the
cold of the night. 31And I will send punishment on him and on his seed and
on his servants for their evil-doing; I will send on them and on the people
of Jerusalem and the men of Judah, all the evil which I said against them,
but they did not give ear. 32 Then Jeremiah took another book, and gave it
to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who put down in it, from the mouth
of Jeremiah, all the words of the book which had been burned in the fire by
Jehoiakim, king of Judah: and in addition a number of other words of the
same sort.
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37
1And Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, became king in place of Coniah, the son

of Jehoiakim,whomNebuchadrezzar, kingofBabylon,madeking in the land
of Judah. 2 But he and his servants and the people of the land did not give
ear to the words of the Lord which he said by Jeremiah the prophet. 3And
Zedekiah theking sent Jehucal, the sonof Shelemiah, andZephaniah, the son
ofMaaseiah the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Make prayer now to
theLord ourGod for us. 4 (Now Jeremiahwas going about among thepeople,
for they had not put him in prison. 5And Pharaoh's armyhad come out from
Egypt: and the Chaldaeans, who were attacking Jerusalem, hearing news
of them, went away from Jerusalem.) 6 Then the word of the Lord came to
the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7The Lord, the God of Israel, has said: This is
what you are to say to the king of Judah who sent you to get directions from
me: See, Pharaoh's army, which has come out to your help, will go back to
Egypt, to their land. 8And the Chaldaeans will come back again and make
war against this town and they will take it and put it on fire. 9The Lord has
said, Haveno false hopes, saying to yourselves, The Chaldaeanswill go away
from us: for they will not go away. 10 For even if you had overcome all the
army of the Chaldaeans fighting against you, and there were only wounded
men among them, still theywould get up, everyman in his tent, and put this
town on fire. 11 And it came about that when the Chaldaean army outside
Jerusalem had gone away for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jeremiah went out
of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, with the purpose of taking up
his heritage there among the people. 13 But when he was at the Benjamin
door, a captain of the watch named Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of
Hananiah, who was stationed there, put his hand on Jeremiah the prophet,
saying, Youare going to give yourself up to theChaldaeans. 14Then Jeremiah
said, That is not true; I amnot going to theChaldaeans. But hewouldnot give
ear to him: so Irijah made him prisoner and took him to the rulers. 15And
the rulers were angry with Jeremiah, and gave him blows and put him in
prison in thehouseof Jonathan the scribe: for theyhadmade that theprison.
16 So Jeremiah came into the hole of the prison, under the arches, and was
there for a long time. 17 Then King Zedekiah sent and got him out: and the
king, questioning him secretly in his house, said, Is there anyword from the
Lord? And Jeremiahsaid, There is. Thenhesaid, Youwill begivenup into the
hands of the king of Babylon. 18Then Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, What
has beenmy sin against you or against your servants or against this people,
that you have put me in prison? 19Where now are your prophets who said
to you, The king of Babylonwill not come against you and against this land?
20And now be pleased to give ear, Omy lord the king; let my prayer for help
come before you, and do not make me go back to the house of Jonathan the
scribe, for fear that I may come to my death there. 21 Then by the order of
Zedekiah the king, Jeremiahwas put into the place of the armedwatchmen,
and they gave him every day a cake of bread from the street of the bread-
makers, till all the bread in the town was used up. So Jeremiah was kept in
the place of the armedwatchmen.

38
1Now it came to the ears of Shephatiah, the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah,

the son of Pashhur, and Jucal, the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur, the son of
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Malchiah, that Jeremiah had said to all the people, 2 These are the words of
the Lord: Whoever goes on living in this town will come to his death by the
sword or through need of food or by disease: but whoever goes out to the
Chaldaeans will keep his life out of the power of the attackers and be safe.
3 The Lord has said, This town will certainly be given into the hands of the
army of the king of Babylon, and he will take it. 4Then the rulers said to the
king, Let this man be put to death, because he is putting fear into the hearts
of themen ofwarwho are still in the town, and into the hearts of the people,
by saying such things to them: this man is not working for the well-being of
the people, but for their damage. 5Then Zedekiah the king said, See, he is in
your hands: for the king was not able to do anything against them. 6So they
took Jeremiahandput him into thewater-hole ofMalchiah, the king's son, in
the place of the armed watchmen: and they let Jeremiah down with cords.
And in the hole therewas nowater, but wet earth: and Jeremiahwent down
into the wet earth. 7Now it came to the ears of Ebed-melech the Ethiopian,
an unsexed servant in the king's house, that they had put Jeremiah into the
water-hole; the king at that time being seated in the doorway of Benjamin:
8And Ebed-melechwent out from the king's house and said to the king, 9My
lord the king, these men have done evil in all they have done to Jeremiah
the prophet, whom they have put into the water-hole; and he will come to
his death in the place where he is through need of food: for there is no
more bread in the town. 10 Then the king gave orders to Ebed-melech the
Ethiopian, saying, Take with you threemen from here and get Jeremiah out
of the water-hole before death overtakes him. 11 So Ebed-melech took the
men with him and went into the house of the king, to the place where the
clothing was kept, and got from there old clothing and bits of old cloth, and
let them down by cords into the water-hole where Jeremiah was. 12 And
Ebed-melech theEthiopian said to Jeremiah, Put these bits of old clothunder
your arms under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 13 So pulling Jeremiah up
with the cords they got him out of the water-hole: and Jeremiahwas kept in
the place of the armed watchmen. 14Then King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah
the prophet and took him into the rulers' doorway in the house of the Lord:
and the king said to Jeremiah, I have a question to put to you; keep nothing
back from me. 15 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, If I give you the answer
to your question, will you not certainly put me to death? and if I make a
suggestion to you, you will not give it a hearing. 16 So King Zedekiah gave
his oath to Jeremiah secretly, saying, By the living Lord, who gave us our
life, I will not put you to death, or give you up to thesemenwho are desiring
to take your life. 17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, These are the words of
the Lord, the God of armies, the God of Israel: If you go out to the king of
Babylon's captains, then you will have life, and the townwill not be burned
with fire, and you and your family will be kept from death: 18But if you do
not go out to the king of Babylon's captains, then this townwill be given into
the hands of the Chaldaeans and they will put it on fire, and youwill not get
away from them. 19And King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, I am troubled on
account of the Jewswhohave gone over to the Chaldaeans, for fear that they
may giveme up to themand theywill putme to shame. 20But Jeremiah said,
They will not give you up: be guided now by the word of the Lord as I have
given it to you, and it will be well for you, and you will keep your life. 21But
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if you do not go out, this is what the Lord hasmade clear tome: 22See, all the
rest of the women in the house of the king of Judah will be taken out to the
king of Babylon's captains, and these women will say, Your nearest friends
have been false to you and have got the better of you: they have made your
feet go deep into the wet earth, and they are turned away back from you.
23And theywill take all yourwives and your children out to the Chaldaeans:
andyouwill not get awayout of theirhands, butwill be takenby thehandsof
thekingofBabylon: and this townwill beburnedwithfire. 24ThenZedekiah
said to Jeremiah, Let no man have knowledge of these words, and you will
not be put to death. 25But if it comes to the ears of the rulers that I have been
talking with you, and they come and say to you, Give us word now of what
youhave said to thekingandwhat theking said toyou, keepingnothingback
and we will not put you to death; 26Then you are to say to them, I made my
request to theking, thathewouldnot sendmeback tomydeath in Jonathan's
house. 27Thenall the rulers came to Jeremiah, questioninghim: andhe gave
them an answer in the words the king had given him orders to say. So they
said nothingmore to him; for the thing was not made public. 28So Jeremiah
was kept in the place of the armed watchmen till the day when Jerusalem
was taken.

39
1 And it came about, that when Jerusalem was taken, (in the ninth year

of Zedekiah, king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadrezzar, king of
Babylon, with all his army, came against Jerusalem, shutting it in on every
side; 2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth
day of themonth, the townwas broken into:) 3All the captains of the king of
Babylon came in and took their places in the middle doorway of the town,
Nergal-shar-ezer, ruler of Sin-magir, the Rabmag, and Nebushazban, the
Rab-saris, and all the captains of the king of Babylon. 4Andwhen Zedekiah,
kingof Judah, andall themenofwar saw it, theywent inflight fromthe town
by night, by the way of the king's garden, through the doorway between the
twowalls: and theywent out by the Arabah. 5But the Chaldaean armywent
after themandovertook Zedekiah in the lowlands of Jericho: and theymade
him a prisoner and took him up to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, to
Riblah in the landofHamath, to be judgedbyhim. 6Then thekingofBabylon
put the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes in Riblah: and the king of
Babylon put to death all the greatmen of Judah. 7Andmore than this, he put
out Zedekiah's eyes, and had him put in chains to take him away to Babylon.
8And the Chaldaeans put the king's house onfire, aswell as the houses of the
people, and had the walls of Jerusalem broken down. 9Then Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the armedmen, took away to Babylon as prisoners, all the rest
of the workmen who were still in the town, as well as those who had given
themselves up to him, and all the rest of the people. 10But Nebuzaradan, the
captain of the armed men, let the poorest of the people, who had nothing
whatever, go on living in the land of Judah, and gave them vine-gardens
and fields at the same time. 11 Now Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
gave orders about Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen,
saying, 12Takehimandkeepaneyeonhimand see thatnoevil comes tohim;
but do with him whatever he says to you. 13 So Nebuzaradan, the captain
of the armed men, sent Nebushazban, the Rab-saris, and Nergal-shar-ezer,
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the Rabmag, and all the chief captains of the king of Babylon, 14 And they
sent and took Jeremiah out of the place of the watchmen, and gave him into
the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him to
his house: so he was living among the people. 15Now the word of the Lord
came to Jeremiahwhile hewas shut up in the place of the armedwatchmen,
saying, 16 Go and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, This is what the Lord
of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See, my words will come true for this
town, for evil and not for good: they will come about before your eyes on
that day. 17 But I will keep you safe on that day, says the Lord: you will not
be given into the hands of the men you are fearing. 18For I will certainly let
you go free, and you will not be put to the sword, but your life will be given
to you out of the hands of your attackers: because you have put your faith in
me, says the Lord.

40
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from theLord, afterNebuzaradan, the

captain of the armed men, had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken
him; for hehadbeenput in chains, among all the prisoners of Jerusalemand
Judah who were taken away prisoners to Babylon. 2And the captain of the
armed men took Jeremiah and said to him, The Lord your God gave word
of the evil which was to come on this place: 3 ***and the Lord has made it
come, and has done as he said; because of your sin against the Lord in not
giving ear to his voice; and that is why this thing has come on you. 4Now
see, this day I am freeing you from the chains which are on your hands.
If it seems good to you to come with me to Babylon, then come, and I will
keep an eye on you; but if it does not seem good to you to come with me to
Babylon, then do not come: see, all the land is before you; if it seems good
and right to you to go on living in the land, 5 Then go back to Gedaliah, the
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has made
ruler over the towns of Judah, and make your living-place with him among
the people; or go wherever it seems right to you to go. So the captain of the
armed men gave him food and some money and let him go. 6 So Jeremiah
went to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, in Mizpah, and was living with him
among the people whowere still in the land. 7Nowwhen it came to the ears
of all the captains of the forceswhowere in the field, and theirmen, that the
kingofBabylonhadmadeGedaliah, the sonofAhikam, ruler in the land, and
had put under his care the men and women and children, all the poorest of
the land, those who had not been taken away to Babylon; 8Then they came
toGedaliah inMizpah, even Ishmael, the sonofNethaniah, and Johanan, the
son of Kareah, and Seraiah, the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the
Netophathite, and Jezaniah, the son of the Maacathite, they and their men.
9AndGedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath to them
and theirmen, saying, Have no fear of the servants of the Chaldaeans: go on
living in the land, and become the servants of the king of Babylon, and all
will be well. 10As for me, I will be living in Mizpah as your representative
before the Chaldaeans who come to us: but you are to get in your wine and
summer fruits and oil and put them in your vessels, andmake living-places
for yourselves in the townswhich you have taken. 11 In the sameway, when
all the Jews who were in Moab and among the children of Ammon and in
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Edom and in all the countries, had news that the king of Babylon had let
Judah keep some of its people and that he had put over them Gedaliah, the
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan; 12 Then all the Jews came back from all
the places to which they had gone in flight, and came to the land of Judah,
to Gedaliah, to Mizpah, and got in a great store of wine and summer fruit.
13Now Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which
were in thefield, came toGedaliah inMizpah, 14And said to him,Has it come
to your knowledge that Baalis, the king of the children of Ammon, has sent
Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, to take your life? But Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, put no faith in what they said. 15Then Johanan, the son of Kareah,
said to Gedaliah inMizpah secretly, Let me now go and put Ishmael, the son
of Nethaniah, to death without anyone's knowledge: why let him take your
life so that all the Jews who have come together to youmay be sent in flight,
and the rest of the men of Judah come to an end? 16But Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, said to Johanan, the son of Kareah, You are not to do this: for what
you say about Ishmael is false.

41
1 Now it came about in the seventh month that Ishmael, the son of

Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the king's seed, having with him ten
men, came to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, in Mizpah; and they had a meal
together in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men
who were with him, got up, and attacking Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam,
the son of Shaphan, with the sword, put to death him whom the king of
Babylon had made ruler over the land. 3 And Ishmael put to death all the
Jewswhowerewith him, evenwith Gedaliah, atMizpah, and the Chaldaean
men of war. 4 Now on the second day after he had put Gedaliah to death,
when no one had knowledge of it, 5 Some people came from Shechem, from
Shiloh and Samaria, eightymen, with the hair of their faces cut off and their
clothing out of order, and with cuts on their bodies, and in their handsmeal
offerings and perfumes which they were taking to the house of the Lord.
6And Ishmael, the sonofNethaniah,went out fromMizpahwith thepurpose
of meeting them, weeping on his way: and it came about that when he was
face to face with them he said, Come to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam. 7And
when they came inside the town, Ishmael, the sonofNethaniah, and themen
whowerewith him, put them to death and put their bodies into a deep hole.
8But there were tenmen among themwho said to Ishmael, Do not put us to
death, for we have secret stores, in the country, of grain and oil and honey.
So he did not put them to death with their countrymen. 9Now the hole into
which Ishmaelhadput thedeadbodiesof themenwhomhehadput todeath,
was the great hole which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha, king
of Israel: and Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, made it full of the bodies of
those who had been put to death. 10 Then Ishmael took away as prisoners
all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, the king's daughters and all
the people still in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, had put under the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam: Ishmael, the
son of Nethaniah, took them away prisoners with the purpose of going over
to the children of Ammon. 11But when Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all
the captains of the armed forces who were with him, had news of all the
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evil which Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had done, 12They took their men
andwent out to make war on Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and they came
face to face with him by the great waters in Gibeon. 13 Now when all the
people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the
captains of the forces with him, then they were glad. 14 And all the people
whomIshmaelhad takenawayprisoners fromMizpah, turninground, came
back and went to Johanan, the son of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael, the son of
Nethaniah, got away fromJohanan,witheightmen, andwent to the children
of Ammon. 16 Then Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the
forces whowerewith him, took all the rest of the people whom Ishmael, the
son of Nethaniah, had made prisoners, after he had put to death Gedaliah,
the son of Ahikam, the people fromMizpah, that is, the men of war and the
womenand the childrenand theunsexed servants,whomhehad takenback
with him fromGibeon: 17And theywent andwere living in the resting-place
of Chimham, which is near Beth-lehem on the way into Egypt, 18Because of
the Chaldaeans: for they were in fear of them because Ishmael, the son of
Nethaniah, had put to death Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, whom the king of
Babylon hadmade ruler over the land.

42
1 Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan, the son of Kareah,

and Jezaniah, the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the
greatest, came near, 2 And said to Jeremiah the prophet, Let our request
come before you, and make prayer for us to the Lord your God, even for
this small band of us; for we are only a small band out of what was a great
number, as your eyes may see: 3 That the Lord your God may make clear to
us the way in which we are to go and what we are to do. 4 Then Jeremiah
the prophet said to them, I have given ear to you; see, I will make prayer to
the Lord your God, as you have said; and it will be that, whatever the Lord
may say in answer to you, I will give you word of it, keeping nothing back.
5 Then they said to Jeremiah, May the Lord be a true witness against us in
good faith, if we do not do everythingwhich the Lord your God sends you to
say to us. 6 If it is good or if it is evil, wewill be guidedby the voice of the Lord
our God, to whomwe are sending you; so that it may bewell for uswhenwe
give ear to the voice of the Lord our God. 7And it came about that after ten
days the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. 8And he sent for Johanan, the
son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forceswhowere still with him, and
all the people, from the least to the greatest, 9 And said to them, These are
the words of the Lord, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to put your
request before him: 10 If you still go on living in the land, then I will go on
building you up and not pulling you down, planting you and not uprooting
you: for my purpose of doing evil to you has been changed. 11Have no fear
of the king of Babylon, of whom you are now in fear; have no fear of him,
says the Lord: for I am with you to keep you safe and to give you salvation
from his hands. 12And I will havemercy on you, so that hemay havemercy
on you and let you go back to your land. 13But if you say, We have no desire
to go on living in this land; and do not give ear to the voice of the Lord your
God, 14Saying,No, butwewill go into the landofEgypt,wherewewill not see
war, or be hearing the sound of the horn, or be in need of food; therewewill
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make our living-place; 15 Then give ear now to the word of the Lord, O you
last of Judah: the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, If your minds
are fixed on going into Egypt and stopping there; 16Then it will come about
that the sword, which is the cause of your fear, will overtake you there in the
landofEgypt, andneedof food,whichyouare fearing,will goafter you there
in Egypt; and there death will come to you. 17 Such will be the fate of all the
menwhoseminds arefixedongoing intoEgypt and stopping there; theywill
come to their end by the sword, by being short of food, and by disease: not
one of themwill keep his life or get away from the evil which I will send on
them. 18For this iswhat the Lord of armies, theGod of Israel, has said: Asmy
wrath andpassion have been let loose on the people of Jerusalem, sowillmy
passion be let loose on youwhen you go into Egypt: and youwill become an
oath and a cause of wonder and a curse and a name of shame; and you will
never see this place again. 19 The Lord has said about you, O last of Judah,
Go not into Egypt: be certain that I have givenwitness to you this day. 20For
you have been acting with deceit in your hearts; for you sentme to the Lord
your God, saying, Make prayer for us to the Lord our God, and give us word
of everything he may say, and we will do it. 21And this day I have made it
clear to you, and you have not given ear to the voice of the Lord your God in
anything forwhichhehas sentme toyou. 22Andnowbecertain that youwill
come to your end by the sword and by being short of food and by disease, in
the place to which you are pleased to go for a living-place.

43
1And it came about that when Jeremiah had come to the end of giving all

the people the words of the Lord their God, which the Lord their God had
sent him to say to them, even all these words, 2 Then Azariah, the son of
Hoshaiah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the men of pride, said
to Jeremiah, You have said what is false: the Lord our God has not sent you
to say, You are not to go into the land of Egypt and make your living-place
there: 3 But Baruch, the son of Neriah, is moving you against us, to give us
up into the hands of the Chaldaeans so that they may put us to death, and
take us away prisoners into Babylon. 4 So Johanan, the son of Kareah, and
all the captains of the forces, and all the people, did not give ear to the order
of the Lord that theywere to go on living in the land of Judah. 5But Johanan,
the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces took all the rest of Judah
who had come back into the land of Judah from all the nations where they
had been forced to go; 6 The men and the women and the children and the
king's daughters, and every person whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the
armedmen, had put under the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch, the son of Neriah; 7And
they came into the land of Egypt; for they did not give ear to the voice of the
Lord: and they came to Tahpanhes. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 9 Take in your hand some great stones, and
put them ina safe place in thepaste in thebrickworkwhich is at theway into
Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, before the eyes of the men of Judah; 10And
say to them, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See,
I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and
he will put the seat of his kingdom on these stones which have been put in
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a safe place here by you; and his tent will be stretched over them. 11 And
he will come and overcome the land of Egypt; those who are for death will
be put to death, those who are to be prisoners will be made prisoners, and
those who are for the sword will be given to the sword. 12And he will put a
fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and they will be burned by him: and
he will make Egypt clean as a keeper of sheepmakes clean his clothing; and
hewill goout fromthere inpeace. 13And the stonepillars ofBeth-shemesh in
the land of Egypt will be broken by him, and the houses of the gods of Egypt
burned with fire.

44
1The word which came to Jeremiah about all the Jews who were living in

the landofEgypt, inMigdolandatTahpanhesandatNophand in thecountry
of Pathros, saying, 2The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: You have
seenall theevilwhich Ihave senton Jerusalemandonall the townsof Judah;
and now, this day they arewaste and unpeopled; 3Because of the evil which
they have done, moving me to wrath by burning perfumes in worship to
other gods, who were not their gods or yours or the gods of their fathers.
4And I sent allmy servants the prophets to you, getting up early and sending
them, saying, Donot do this disgusting thingwhich is hated byme. 5But they
gave no attention, and their earswere not open so that theymight be turned
from their evil-doing and from burning perfume to other gods. 6 Because
of this, my passion and my wrath were let loose, burning in the towns of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are waste and unpeopled as
at this day. 7 So now, the Lord, the God of armies, the God of Israel, has said,
Whyare youdoing this great evil against yourselves, causing everymanand
woman, little child and baby at the breast among you in Judah to be cut off
till not one is still living; 8Movingme to wrath with the work of your hands,
burning perfumes to other gods in the land of Egypt, where you have gone
to make a place for yourselves, so that youmay become a curse and a name
of shame among all the nations of the earth? 9Have you no memory of the
evil-doing of your fathers, and the evil-doing of the kings of Judah, and the
evil-doing of their wives, and the evil which you yourselves have done, and
the evil which your wives have done, in the land of Judah and in the streets
of Jerusalem? 10Even to this day their hearts are not broken, and they have
no fear, and have not gone in the way of my law or of my rules which I gave
to you and to your fathers. 11 So this is what the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, has said: See, my face will be turned against you for evil, for the
cutting off of all Judah; 12And I will take the last of Judah, whose minds are
fixed on going into the land of Egypt and stopping there, and they will all
come to their end, falling in the land of Egypt by the sword and by being
short of food and by disease; death will overtake them, from the least to
the greatest, death by the sword and by need of food: they will become an
oath and a cause of wonder and a curse and a name of shame. 13 For I will
send punishment on thosewho are living in the land of Egypt, as I have sent
punishment on Jerusalem, by the sword and by need of food and by disease:
14 So that not one of the rest of Judah, who have gone into the land of Egypt
and are living there,will get away or keephis life, to comeback to the land of
Judah where they are hoping to come back and be living again: for not one
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will come back, but only those who are able to get away. 15Then all themen
who had knowledge that their wives were burning perfumes to other gods,
and all thewomenwhowere present, a greatmeeting, answering Jeremiah,
said, 16As for the word which you have said to us in the name of the Lord,
we will not give ear to you. 17 But we will certainly do every word which
has gone out of our mouths, burning perfumes to the queen of heaven and
draining out drink offerings to her as we did, we and our fathers and our
kings and our rulers, in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem:
for then we had food enough and did well and saw no evil. 18 But from
the time when we gave up burning perfumes to the queen of heaven and
draining out drink offerings to her, we have been in need of all things, and
have beenwasted by the sword and by need of food. 19And thewomen said,
When we were burning perfumes to the queen of heaven and draining out
drinkofferings toher, didwemakecakes inher imageandgiveherourdrink
offerings without the knowledge of our husbands? 20Then Jeremiah said to
all the people, to themen andwomen and all the people who had given him
that answer, 21The perfumes which you have been burning in the towns of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers and your kings
andyour rulers and thepeople of the land, had theLordnomemoryof them,
and did he not keep them in mind? 22 And the Lord was no longer able to
put up with the evil of your doings and the disgusting things you did; and
because of this your land has become a waste and a cause of wonder and
a curse, with no one living in it, as at this day. 23 Because you have been
burning perfumes, and sinning against the Lord, and have not given ear to
the voice of the Lord, or gone in theway of his law or his rules or his orders;
for this reason this evil has come on you, as it is today. 24 Further, Jeremiah
said to all the people and all thewomen, Give ear to theword of the Lord, all
those of Judahwho are living in Egypt: 25This iswhat the Lord of armies, the
God of Israel, has said: You women have said with your mouths, and with
your hands you have done what you said, We will certainly give effect to
the oaths we have made, to have perfumes burned to the queen of heaven
and drink offerings drained out to her: then give effect to your oaths and do
them. 26And now give ear to the word of the Lord, all you of Judah who are
living in the landofEgypt: Truly, I have takenanoathbymygreatname, says
the Lord, that my name is no longer to be named in the mouth of any man
of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, By the life of the Lord God. 27 See, I
am watching over them for evil and not for good: all the men of Judah who
are in the land of Egypt will be wasted by the sword and by need of food till
there is an end of them. 28And those who get away safe from the swordwill
come back from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah, a very small number;
and all the rest of Judah, who have gone into the land of Egypt and are living
there, will see whose word has effect, mine or theirs. 29And this will be the
sign to you, says the Lord, that I will give you punishment in this place, so
that you may see that my words will certainly have effect against you for
evil: 30The Lord has said, See, I will give up Pharaoh Hophra, king of Egypt,
into the hands of thosewho are fighting against him and desiring to take his
life, as I gave Zedekiah, king of Judah, into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, his hater, who had designs against his life.
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45
1Thewordswhich Jeremiah the prophet said to Baruch, the son ofNeriah,

when he put thesewords down in a book from themouth of Jeremiah, in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah; he said, 2 This is
what theLord, theGodof Israel, has saidof you,OBaruch: 3You said, Sorrow
ismine! for the Lord has givenme sorrow in addition tomy pain; I am tired
with the sound of my sorrow, and I get no rest. 4This is what you are to say
to him: The Lord has said, Truly, the building which I put up will be broken
down, and that whichwas planted bymewill be uprooted, and this through
all the land; 5And as for you, are you looking for great things for yourself?
Have no desire for them: for truly I will send evil on all flesh, says the Lord:
but your life I will keep safe from attack wherever you go.

46
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the

nations. 2Of Egypt: about the army of Pharaoh-neco, king of Egypt, which
was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of
Babylon, overcame in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king
of Judah. 3 Get out the breastplate and body-cover, and come together to
the fight. 4 Make the horses ready, and get up, you horsemen, and take
your places with your head-dresses; make the spears sharp and put on the
breastplates. 5What have I seen? they are overcome with fear and turned
back; theirmen ofwar are broken and have gone in flight, not looking back:
fear is on every side, says the Lord. 6 Let not the quick-footed go in flight,
or the man of war get away; on the north, by the river Euphrates, they are
slipping and falling. 7Who is this coming up like the Nile, whose waters are
lifting their heads like the rivers? 8 Egypt is coming up like the Nile, and
his waters are lifting their heads like the rivers, and he says, I will go up,
covering the earth; I will send destruction on the town and its people. 9Go
up, you horses; go rushing on, you carriages of war; go out, youmen of war:
CushandPut, gripping thebody-cover, and theLudim,withbentbows. 10But
that day is the day of the Lord, the Lord of armies, a day of punishmentwhen
he will take payment from his haters: and the sword will have all its desire,
drinking their blood in full measure: for there is an offering to the Lord,
the Lord of armies, in the north country by the river Euphrates. 11 Go up
to Gilead and take sweet oil, O virgin daughter of Egypt: there is no help in
all your medical arts; nothing will make you well. 12 Your shame has come
to the ears of the nations, and the earth is full of your cry: for the strong
man is falling against the strong, theyhave comedown together. 13Theword
which the Lord said to Jeremiah the prophet, of how Nebuchadrezzar, king
of Babylon,would comeandmakewar on the landof Egypt. 14Give thenews
in Migdol, make it public in Noph: say, Take up your positions and make
yourselves ready; for on every side of you the sword has made destruction.
15Why has Apis, your strong one, gone in flight? he was not able to keep
his place, because the Lord was forcing him down with strength. 16 ... are
stopped in their going, they are falling; and they say one to another, Let us
get up and go back to our people, to the land of our birth, away from the
cruel sword. 17 Give a name to Pharaoh, king of Egypt: A noise who has
let the time go by. 18 By my life, says the King, whose name is the Lord of
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armies, truly, like Tabor among the mountains and like Carmel by the sea,
so will he come. 19O daughter living in Egypt, make ready the vessels of a
prisoner: for Noph will become a waste, it will be burned up and become
unpeopled. 20Egypt is a fair young cow; but a biting insect has come on her
out of the north. 21And thosewhowere her fighters for payment are like fat
oxen; for they are turned back, they have gone in flight together, they do not
keep their place: for the day of their fate has come on them, the time of their
punishment. 22 She makes a sound like the hiss of a snake when they come
on with strength; they go against her with axes, like wood-cutters. 23 They
will be cutting down her woods, for they may not be searched out; because
they are like locusts, more thanmay be numbered. 24The daughter of Egypt
will be put to shame; she will be given up into the hands of the people of
the north. 25 The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See, I will send
punishment onAmonofNoandonPharaohandon thosewhoput their faith
in him; 26And I will give them up into the hands of those whowill take their
lives, and into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and into the
hands of his servants: and later, it will be peopled as in the past, says the
Lord. 27 But have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, and do not be troubled, O
Israel: for see, I will make you come back from far away, and your seed
from the land where they are prisoners; and Jacob will come back, and will
be quiet and in peace, and no one will give him cause for fear. 28Have no
fear, O Jacob, my servant, says the Lord; for I am with you: for I will put an
end to all the nations where I have sent you, but I will not put an end to you
completely: though with wise purpose I will put right your errors, and will
not let you go quite without punishment.

47
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the

Philistines, before Pharaoh's attack onGaza. 2This iswhat the Lord has said:
See, waters are coming up out of the north, andwill become an overflowing
stream, overflowing the land and everything in it, the town and those who
are living in it; andmenwill give a cry, and all the people of the land will be
crying out in pain. 3At thenoise of the stamping of the feet of hiswar-horses,
at the rushingofhis carriagesand the thunderofhiswheels, fatherswill give
no thought to their children, because their hands are feeble; 4Because of the
day which is coming with destruction on all the Philistines, cutting off from
Tyre andZidon the last of their helpers: for theLordwill senddestructionon
the Philistines, the rest of the sea-land of Caphtor. 5 The hair is cut off from
the head of Gaza; Ashkelon has come to nothing; the last of the Anakim are
deeplywounding themselves. 6O sword of the Lord, how longwill you have
no rest? put yourself back into your cover; be at peace, be quiet. 7How is it
possible for it to be quiet, seeing that the Lord has given it orders? against
Ashkelon and against the sea-land he has given it directions.

48
1 Of Moab. The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Sorrow on

Nebo, for it has been made waste; Kiriathaim has been put to shame and
is taken: the strong place is put to shame and broken down. 2 The praise of
Moab has come to an end; as for Heshbon, evil has been designed against
her; come, let us put an end to her as a nation. But your mouth will be
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shut, O Madmen; the sword will go after you. 3There is the sound of crying
from Horonaim, wasting and great destruction; 4Moab is broken; her cry
has gone out to Zoar. 5 For by the slope of Luhith they will go up, weeping
all the way; for on the way down to Horonaim the cry of destruction has
come to their ears. 6Go in flight, get awaywith your lives, and let your faces
be turned to Aroer in the Arabah. 7 For because you have put your faith in
your strong places, you, even you, will be taken: and Chemosh will go out
as a prisoner, his priests and his rulers together. 8 And the attacker will
come against every town, not one will be safe; and the valley will be made
waste, and destruction will come to the lowland, as the Lord has said. 9 Put
up a pillar for Moab, for she will come to a complete end: and her towns
will become a waste, without anyone living in them. 10 Let him be cursed
who does the Lord's work half-heartedly; let him be cursed who keeps back
his sword from blood. 11 From his earliest days, Moab has been living in
comfort; likewine long stored he has not been drained fromvessel to vessel,
he has never gone away as a prisoner: so his taste is still in him, his smell
is unchanged. 12 So truly, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will
send to himmenwhowill have him turned over till there is nomorewine in
his vessels, and his wine-skins will be completely broken. 13And Moab will
be shamed on account of Chemosh, as the children of Israel were shamed
on account of Beth-el their hope. 14How say you, We are men of war and
strong fighters? 15He whomakes Moab waste has gone up against her; and
the best of her young men have gone down to their death, says the King,
whose name is the Lord of armies. 16The fate ofMoab is near, and trouble is
coming on him very quickly. 17All you who are round about him, give signs
of grief for him, and all you who have knowledge of his name, say, How is
the strong rod broken, even the beautiful branch! 18Come down from your
glory, O people of Dibon, and take your seat in the place of the waste; for
the attacker of Moab has gone up against you, sending destruction on your
strong places. 19O daughter of Aroer, take your station by the way, on the
watch: questioning him who is in flight, and her who has got away safe,
say, What has been done? 20Moab has been put to shame, she is broken:
make loud sounds of grief, crying out for help; give the news in Arnon, that
Moab has been made waste. 21And punishment has come on the lowlands;
on Holon and Jahzah, and onMephaath, 22And on Dibon, and on Nebo, and
on Beth-diblathaim, 23And on Kiriathaim, and on Beth-gamul, and on Beth-
meon, 24And on Kerioth, and on Bozrah, and on all the towns of the land of
Moab, far andnear. 25ThehornofMoab is cut off, andhis arm isbroken, says
the Lord. 26Make him full of wine, for his heart has been lifted up against
the Lord: andMoabwill be rolling in the food hewas not able to keep down,
and everyone will be making sport of him. 27 For did you not make sport of
Israel? was he taken among thieves? for whenever you were talking about
him, you were shaking your head over him. 28O people of Moab, go away
from the towns and take cover in the rock; be like the dove of the Arabah,
which makes her living-place in holes. 29 We have had word of the pride
of Moab, how great it is; how he is lifted up in pride; and his great opinion
of himself, and that his heart is lifted up. 30 I have knowledge of his wrath,
says the Lord, that it is nothing; his high-soundingwords havedonenothing.
31For this cause I will give cries of grief forMoab, crying out forMoab, even
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for all of it; I will be sorrowing for the men of Kir-heres. 32My weeping for
you,OvineofSibmah,will bemore than theweepingof Jazer: yourbranches
have gone over the sea, stretching even to Jazer: destructionhas comedown
on your summer fruits and your cut grapes. 33 All joy is gone; no longer
are they glad for the fertile field and for the land of Moab; I have made the
wine come to an end from the crushing vessels: no longer will the grapes be
crushed with the sound of glad voices. 34The cry of Heshbon comes even to
Elealeh; to Jahaz their voice is sounding; from Zoar even to Horonaim and
to Eglath-shelishiyah: for the waters of Nimrim will become dry. 35 And I
will put an end inMoab, says the Lord, to himwho ismaking offerings in the
high place and burning perfumes to his gods. 36 Somy heart is sounding for
Moab like the soundofpipes, andmyheart is sounding likepipes for themen
of Kir-heres: for the wealth he has got for himself has come to an end. 37For
everywhere the hair of the head and the hair of the face is cut off: on every
hand there are wounds, and haircloth on every body. 38 On all the house-
tops of Moab and in its streets there is weeping everywhere; for Moab has
beenbroken like avessel inwhich there is nopleasure, says theLord. 39How
is it broken down! how is Moab's back turned in shame! so Moab will be a
cause of sport and of fear to everyone round about him. 40For the Lord has
said, See, hewill come like an eagle in flight, stretching out hiswings against
Moab. 41Kerioth is taken, and the strong places have been forced, and the
hearts of Moab's men of war in that day will be like the heart of a woman
in birth-pains. 42AndMoab will come to an end as a people, because he has
been lifting himself up against the Lord. 43Fear and death and the net have
come on you, O people of Moab, says the Lord. 44Hewho goes in flight from
the fear will be overtaken by death; and hewho gets free from deathwill be
taken in the net: for I will make this come on Moab, even the year of their
punishment, says the Lord. 45 Those who went in flight from the fear are
waiting under the shade of Heshbon: for a fire has gone out from Heshbon
and a flame from the house of Sihon, burning up the pride of Moab and the
crownof theheadof the violent ones. 46Sorrow is yours, OMoab! the people
of Chemoshareovercome: for your sonshavebeen takenawayasprisoners,
and your daughters made servants. 47But still, I will let the fate of Moab be
changed in the last days, says the Lord.

49
1 About the children of Ammon. These are the words of the Lord: Has

Israel no sons? has he no one to take the heritage? why then has Milcom
taken Gad for himself, putting his people in its towns? 2Because of this, see,
the days are coming when I will have a cry of war sounded against Rabbah,
the town of the children of Ammon; it will become a waste of broken walls,
and her daughter-towns will be burned with fire: then Israel will take the
heritageof thosewho tookhisheritage, says theLord. 3Makesoundsof grief,
O Heshbon, for Ai is wasted; give loud cries, O daughters of Rabbah, and put
haircloth round you: give yourselves to weeping, running here and there
and wounding yourselves; for Milcom will be taken prisoner together with
his rulers and his priests. 4Whyare you lifted up in pride on account of your
valleys, your flowing valley, O daughter ever turning away? who puts her
faith in herwealth, saying,Whowill come againstme? 5See, I will send fear
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on you, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, from those who are round you on
every side; youwill be forced out, everyman straight before him, and there
will benoone to get together thewanderers. 6But after these things, Iwill let
the fate of the children of Ammon be changed, says the Lord. 7About Edom.
This iswhat the Lord of armies has said. Is there nomorewisdom inTeman?
have wise suggestions come to an end among men of good sense? has their
wisdom completely gone? 8Go in flight, go back, take cover in deep places,
youwhoare living inDedan; for Iwill send the fate of Edomonhim, even the
time of his punishment. 9 If men came to get your grapes, would they not let
some be uncut on the vines? if thieves came by night, would they not make
waste till they had enough? 10 I have had Esau searched out, uncovering his
secret places, so that he may not keep himself covered: his seed is wasted
and has come to an end, and there is no help from his neighbours. 11 Put in
my care your children who have no father, and I will keep them safe; and
let your widows put their faith in me. 12 For the Lord has said, Those for
whom the cup was not made ready will certainly be forced to take of it; and
are you to gowithout punishment? youwill not bewithout punishment, but
will certainly be forced to take from the cup. 13 For I have taken an oath by
myself, says the Lord, that Bozrahwill become a cause of wonder, a name of
shame, a waste and a curse; and all its towns will be waste places for ever.
14Word has come to me from the Lord, and a representative has been sent
to the nations, to say, Come together and go up against her, and take your
places for the fight. 15 For see, I have made you small among the nations,
looked downonbymen. 16 ... the pride of your heart has been a false hope, O
youwho are living in the cracks of the rock, keeping your place on the top of
thehill: even if youmadeyour living-placeashighas theeagle, Iwouldmake
you come down, says the Lord. 17And Edomwill become a cause of wonder:
everyone who goes by will be overcome with wonder, and make sounds of
fear at all her punishments. 18As at the downfall of Sodom and Gomorrah
and their neighbouring towns, says the Lord, no man will be living in it, no
son ofmanwill have a resting-place there. 19See, he will come up like a lion
from the thick growth of Jordan against the resting-place of Teman: but I
will suddenly make him go in flight from her; and I will put over her the
man ofmy selection: forwho is likeme? andwhowill put forward his cause
against me? and what keeper of sheep will be able to keep his place before
me? 20For this cause give ear to the decision of the Lord which he hasmade
against Edom, and to his purposes designed against the people of Teman:
Truly, they will be pulled away by the smallest of the flock; truly, he will
make waste their fields with them. 21 The earth is shaking with the noise
of their fall; their cry is sounding in the Red Sea. 22 See, he will come up like
an eagle in flight, stretching out his wings against Bozrah: and the hearts of
Edom's men of war on that day will be like the heart of a woman in birth-
pains. 23About Damascus. Hamath is put to shame, and Arpad; for theword
of evil has come to their ears, their heart in its fear is turned to water, it will
not be quiet. 24Damascus has become feeble, she is turned to flight, fear has
taken her in its grip: pain and sorrows have come on her, as on a woman in
birth-pains. 25Howhas the townof praise beenwasted, theplace of joy! 26So
her young men will be falling in her streets, and all the men of war will be
cut off in that day, says the Lord of armies. 27And Iwill have a fire lighted on
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the wall of Damascus, burning up the great houses of Ben-hadad. 28About
Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
overcame. This is what the Lord has said: Up! go against Kedar, and make
an attack on the children of the east. 29Their tents and their flocks they will
take; they will take away for themselves their curtains and all their vessels
and their camels: they will give a cry to them, Fear on every side. 30Go in
flight, gowandering far off, take cover indeepplaces, Opeople ofHazor, says
the Lord; for Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, has made a design against
you, he has a purpose against you in mind. 31Up! go against a nation which
is living in comfort andwithout fear of danger, says the Lord, without doors
or locks, livingby themselves. 32And their camelswill be taken fromthemby
force, and their great herdswill come into thehands of their attackers: those
who have the ends of their hair cut I will send in flight to all the winds; and
I will send their fate on them from every side, says the Lord. 33And Hazor
will be a hole for jackals, a waste for ever: no one will be living in it, and no
son of man will have a resting-place there. 34 The word of the Lord which
came to Jeremiah the prophet about Elam,when Zedekiah first became king
of Judah, saying, 35This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, I will have
the bow of Elam, their chief strength, broken. 36 And I will send on Elam
four winds from the four quarters of heaven, driving them out to all those
winds; there will be no nation into which the wanderers from Elam do not
come. 37And I will let Elam be broken before their haters, and before those
whoaremakingdesigns against their lives: Iwill send evil on them, evenmy
burningwrath, says the Lord; and Iwill send the sword after them till I have
put an end to them: 38 I will put the seat of my power in Elam, and in Elam
I will put an end to kings and rulers, says the Lord. 39But it will come about
that, in the last days, I will let the fate of Elam be changed, says the Lord.

50
1 The word which the Lord said about Babylon, about the land of the

Chaldaeans, by Jeremiah the prophet. 2Give it out among the nations, make
it public, and let the flag be lifted up; give the word and keep nothing back;
say, Babylon is taken, Bel is put to shame, Merodach is broken, her images
are put to shame, her gods are broken. 3 For out of the north a nation is
coming up against her, which will make her land waste and unpeopled:
they are in flight, man and beast are gone. 4 In those days and in that
time, says the Lord, the children of Israel will come, they and the children
of Judah together; they will go on their way weeping and making prayer
to the Lord their God. 5 They will be questioning about the way to Zion,
with their faces turned in its direction, saying, Come, and be united to the
Lord in an eternal agreement which will be kept in mind for ever. 6 My
people have been wandering sheep: their keepers have made them go out
of the right way, turning them loose on themountains: they have gone from
mountain to hill, having nomemory of their resting-place. 7They have been
attacked by all those who came across them: and their attackers said, We
aredoingnowrong, because theyhavedoneevil against theLord inwhomis
righteousness, against the Lord, the hope of their fathers. 8Go inflight out of
Babylon, go out of the land of the Chaldaeans, andbe like he-goats before the
flocks. 9For see, I ammovingand sendingupagainst Babylonabandof great
nations from the north country: and they will put their armies in position
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against her; and from there shewill be taken: their arrowswill be like those
of an expert man of war; not one will come back without getting its mark.
10And the wealth of Chaldaea will come into the hands of her attackers: all
those who take her wealth will have enough, says the Lord. 11Because you
are glad, because you are lifted up with pride, you wasters of my heritage,
because you are playing like a young cow put out to grass, and you make a
noise like strong horses; 12Your mother will be put to shame; she who gave
you birth will be looked down on: see, she will be the last of the nations, a
waste place, a dry and unwatered land. 13Because of the wrath of the Lord
no onewill be living in it, and it will be quite unpeopled: everyonewho goes
byBabylonwill beovercomewithwonder, andmake soundsof fear at all her
punishments. 14 Put your armies in position against Babylon on every side,
all you bowmen; let loose your arrows at her, not keeping any back: for she
has done evil against the Lord. 15Give a loud cry against her on every side;
she has given herself up, her supports are overturned, her walls are broken
down: for it is the payment taken by the Lord; give her payment; as she has
done, so do to her. 16 Let the planter of seed be cut off from Babylon, and
everyone using the curved blade at the time of the grain-cutting: for fear of
the cruel sword, everyone will be turned to his people, everyone will go in
flight to his land. 17 Israel is a wandering sheep; the lions have been driving
him away: first he was attacked by the king of Assyria, and now his bones
have been broken byNebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 18So this is what the
Lordof armies, theGodof Israel, has said: See, Iwill sendpunishment on the
king of Babylon and on his land, as I have given punishment to the king of
Assyria. 19And I will make Israel come back to his resting-place, and he will
get his food on Carmel and Bashan, and have his desire in full measure on
the hills of Ephraim and in Gilead. 20 In those days and in that time, says the
Lord, when the evil-doing of Israel is looked for, there will be nothing; and
in Judah no sins will be seen: for I will have forgiveness for those whom
I will keep safe. 21 Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it,
and against the people of Pekod; put them to death and send destruction
after them, says the Lord, and do everything I have given you orders to do.
22There is a sound of war in the land and of great destruction. 23How is the
hammer of all the earth cut in two and broken! how has Babylon become
a waste among the nations! 24 I have put a net for you, and you have been
taken, O Babylon, without your knowledge: you have been uncovered and
taken because you were fighting against the Lord. 25 From his store-house
the Lord has taken the instruments of his wrath: for the Lord, the Lord of
armies, has a work to do in the land of the Chaldaeans. 26 Come up against
her one and all, let her store-houses be broken open: make her into a mass
of stones, give her to the curse, till there is nothing of her to be seen. 27 Put
all her oxen to the sword; let them go down to death: sorrow is theirs, for
their day has come, the time of their punishment. 28The voice of those who
are in flight, who have got away safe from the land of Babylon, to give news
in Zion of punishment from the Lord our God, even payment for his Temple.
29 Send for the archers to come together against Babylon, all the bowmen;
put up your tents against her on every side; let no one get away: give her the
reward of her work; as she has done, so do to her: for she has been uplifted
in pride against the Lord, against theHoly One of Israel. 30For this cause her
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youngmenwill be falling in her streets, and all hermenofwarwill be cut off
in that day, says the Lord. 31See, I am against you, O pride, says the Lord, the
Lordof armies, for yourdayhas come, the timewhen Iwill sendpunishment
on you. 32And pride will go with uncertain steps and have a fall, and there
will be no one to come to his help: and I will put a fire in his towns, burning
up everything round about him. 33This is what the Lord of armies has said:
The children of Israel and the children of Judah are crushed down together:
all those who took them prisoner keep them in a tight grip; they will not let
them go. 34 Their saviour is strong; the Lord of armies is his name: he will
certainly takeup their cause, so thathemaygive rest to theearthand trouble
to the people of Babylon. 35 A sword is on the Chaldaeans, says the Lord,
and on the people of Babylon, and on her rulers and on her wise men. 36A
sword is on themenof pride, and theywill become foolish: a sword is onher
men of war, and they will be broken. 37A sword is on all the mixed people
in her, and they will become like women: a sword is on her store-houses,
and they will be taken by her attackers. 38A sword is on her waters, drying
them up; for it is a land of images, and their minds are fixed on false gods.
39For this reason thebeasts of thewaste landwith thewolveswillmake their
holes there and the ostriches will be living in it: never again will men be
living there, it will be unpeopled from generation to generation. 40As when
Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighbouring towns were overturned by
God, says the Lord, so no man will be living in it, and no son of man will
have a resting-place there. 41See, a people is coming from the north; a great
nation and a number of kings will be put in motion from the inmost parts
of the earth. 42Bows and spears are in their hands; they are cruel and have
no mercy; their voice is like the thunder of the sea, and they go on horses;
everyone in his place like men going to the fight, against you, O daughter of
Babylon. 43 The king of Babylon has had news of them, and his hands have
become feeble: trouble has come on him and pain like the pain of a woman
in childbirth. 44 See, he will come up like a lion from the thick growth of
Jordan against the resting-place of Teman: but I will suddenly make them
go in flight from her; and I will put over her the man of my selection: for
who is like me? and who will put forward his cause against me? and what
keeperof sheepwill keephisplacebeforeme? 45Sogiveear to thedecisionof
the Lord which he has made against Babylon, and to his purposes designed
against the land of the Chaldaeans; Truly, they will be pulled away by the
smallest of the flock; truly, he will make waste their fields with them. 46At
the cry, Babylon is taken! the earth is shaking, and the cry comes to the ears
of the nations.

51
1The Lord has said: See, Iwillmake awind of destruction comeup against

Babylon and against thosewho are living in Chaldaea; 2And Iwill sendmen
to Babylon to make her clean and get her land cleared: for in the day of
trouble they will put up their tents against her on every side. 3Against her
thebowof thearcher is bent, andheputs onhis coat ofmetal: havenomercy
on her young men, give all her army up to the curse. 4And the dead will be
stretched out in the land of the Chaldaeans, and the wounded in her streets.
5For Israel hasnotbeengivenup, or Judah, byhisGod, by theLordof armies;
for their land is full of sin against the Holy One of Israel. 6Go in flight out of
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Babylon, so that every man may keep his life; do not be cut off in her evil-
doing: for it is the timeof theLord'spunishment; hewill giveherher reward.
7 Babylon has been a gold cup in the hand of the Lord, which has made all
the earth overcome with wine: the nations have taken of her wine, and for
this cause the nations have gone off their heads. 8 Sudden is the downfall
of Babylon and her destruction: make cries of grief for her; take sweet oil
for her pain, if it is possible for her to be made well. 9Wewould have made
Babylon well, but she is not made well: give her up, and let us go everyone
to his country: for her punishment is stretching up to heaven, and lifted up
even to the skies. 10The Lord has made clear our righteousness: come, and
let us give an account in Zion of thework of the Lord ourGod. 11Make bright
the arrows; take up the body-covers: the Lord has beenmoving the spirit of
the king of the Medes; because his design against Babylon is its destruction:
for it is the punishment from theLord, the payment for his Temple. 12Let the
flag be lifted up against thewalls of Babylon,make thewatch strong, put the
watchmen in their places, make ready a surprise attack: for it is the Lord's
purpose, and he has done what he said about the people of Babylon. 13 O
you whose living-place is by the wide waters, whose stores are great, your
end is come, your evil profit is ended. 14 The Lord of armies has taken an
oath by himself, saying, Truly, I will make you full withmen as with locusts,
and their voices will be loud against you. 15He has made the earth by his
power, he has made the world strong in its place by his wisdom, and by
his wise design the heavens have been stretched out: 16At the sound of his
voice there is amassing of thewaters in the heavens, andhemakes themists
go up from the ends of the earth; he makes the thunder-flames for the rain
and sends out the wind from his store-houses. 17 Then every man becomes
like a beast without knowledge; every gold-worker is put to shame by the
image he has made: for his metal image is deceit, and there is no breath in
them. 18They are nothing, a work of error: in the time of their punishment,
destruction will overtake them. 19The heritage of Jacob is not like these; for
themaker of all things is his heritage: the Lord of armies is his name. 20You
are my fighting axe and my instrument of war: with you the nations will
be broken; with you kingdoms will be broken; 21 With you the horse and
the horseman will be broken; with you the war-carriage and he who goes
in it will be broken; 22With you man and woman will be broken; with you
the old man and the boy will be broken; with you the young man and the
virgin will be broken; 23 With you the keeper of sheep with his flock will
be broken, and with you the farmer and his oxen will be broken, and with
you captains and rulers will be broken. 24 And I will give to Babylon, and
to all the people of Chaldaea, their reward for all the evil they have done
in Zion before your eyes, says the Lord. 25 See, I am against you, says the
Lord, O mountain of destruction, causing the destruction of all the earth:
andmy handwill be stretched out on you, rolling you down from the rocks,
and making you a burned mountain. 26 And they will not take from you a
stone for the angle of awall or the base of a building; but youwill be awaste
place for ever, says the Lord. 27Let a flag be lifted up in the land, let the horn
be sounded among the nations, make the nations ready against her; get the
kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz together against her, make ready
a scribe against her; let the horses come up against her like massed locusts.
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28 Make the nations ready for war against her, the king of the Medes and
his rulers and all his captains, and all the land under his rule. 29 And the
land is shaking and in pain: for the purposes of the Lord are fixed, to make
the land of Babylon an unpeopled waste. 30Babylon's men of war have kept
back from the fight, waiting in their strong places; their strength has given
way, they have become like women: her houses have been put on fire, her
locks are broken. 31One man, running, will give word to another, and one
who goes with news will be handing it on to another, to give word to the
king of Babylon that his town has been taken from every quarter: 32And the
ways across the river have been taken, and the water-holes ... burned with
fire, and the men of war are in the grip of fear. 33For these are the words of
the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: The daughter of Babylon is like a grain-
floorwhen it is stampeddown; before long, the timeof her grain-cuttingwill
come. 34Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, hasmade ameal ofme, violently
crushing me, he has made me a vessel with nothing in it, he has taken me
in his mouth like a dragon, he has made his stomach full with my delicate
flesh, crushing me with his teeth. 35May the violent things done to me, and
my downfall, come on Babylon, the daughter of Zion will say; and, May my
blood be on the people of Chaldaea, Jerusalemwill say. 36For this reason the
Lord has said: See, I will give support to your cause, and take payment for
what youhaveundergone; Iwillmakeher sea dry, andher fountainwithout
water. 37AndBabylonwill become amass of brokenwalls, a hole for jackals,
a cause of wonder and surprise, without a living man in it. 38 They will be
crying out together like lions, their voices will be like the voices of young
lions. 39When they are heated, I will make a feast for them, and overcome
themwith wine, so that they may become unconscious, sleeping an eternal
sleep without awaking, says the Lord. 40 I will make them go down to death
like lambs, like he-goats together. 41How is Babylon taken! and the praise of
all the earth surprised! how has Babylon become a cause of wonder among
the nations! 42 The sea has come up over Babylon; she is covered with the
mass of its waves. 43Her towns have become a waste, a dry and unwatered
land, where no man has his living-place and no son of man goes by. 44And
I will send punishment on Bel in Babylon, and take out of his mouth what
went into it; no longer will the nations be flowing together to him: truly,
the wall of Babylon will come down. 45My people, go out from her, and let
everyman get away safe from the burningwrath of the Lord. 46So that your
hearts may not become feeble and full of fear because of the news which
will go about in the land; for a story will go about one year, and after that in
another year another story, and violent acts in the land, ruler against ruler.
47For this cause, truly, the days are comingwhen I will send punishment on
the images of Babylon, and all her land will be shamed, and her dead will
be falling down in her. 48 And the heaven and the earth and everything in
them, will make a song of joy over Babylon: for those who make her waste
will come from the north, says the Lord. 49As Babylon had the dead of Israel
put to the sword, so in Babylon the dead of all the landwill be stretched out.
50Youwho have got away safe from the sword, go, waiting for nothing; have
the Lord in memory when you are far away, and keep Jerusalem in mind.
51We are shamed because bitter words have come to our ears; our faces are
covered with shame: for men from strange lands have come into the holy
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places of the Lord's house. 52 For this reason, see, the days are coming, says
the Lord, when I will send punishment on her images; and through all her
land the wounded will be crying out in pain. 53 Even if Babylon was lifted
up to heaven, even if she had the high places of her strength shut in with
walls, still I would send against her those whowill make her waste, says the
Lord. 54There is the sound of a cry from Babylon, and of a great destruction
from the land of the Chaldaeans: 55 For the Lord is making Babylon waste,
and putting an end to the great voice coming out of her; and her waves are
thundering like great waters, their voice is sounding loud: 56For the waster
has come on her, even on Babylon, and her men of war are taken, their
bows are broken: for the Lord is a rewarding God, and hewill certainly give
payment. 57 And I will make her chiefs and her wise men, her rulers and
her captains and hermen ofwar, overcomewithwine; their sleepwill be an
eternal sleepwithout awaking, says theKing; the Lord of armies is his name.
58The Lord of armies has said: Thewidewalls of Babylonwill be completely
uncovered and her high doorways will be burnedwith fire; so peoples keep
onworking for nothing, and theweariness of nations comes to an end in the
smoke. 59 The order which Jeremiah the prophet gave to Seraiah, the son
of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah, the king of
Judah, to Babylon in the fourth year of his rule. Now Seraiah was the chief
controller of the house. 60And Jeremiah put in a book all the evil whichwas
to come on Babylon. 61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When you come to
Babylon, see that you give them all these words; 62And after reading them,
say, O Lord, you have said about this place that it is to be cut off, so that no
onewill be living in it, not aman or a beast, but it will be unpeopled for ever.
63 And it will be that, when you have come to an end of reading this book,
you are to have a stone fixed to it, and have it dropped into the Euphrates:
64And you are to say, So Babylon will go down, never to be lifted up again,
because of the evil which I will send on her: and weariness will overcome
them. So far, these are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king; he was king

for eleven years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal, the
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord,
as Jehoiakim had done. 3 And because of the wrath of the Lord this came
about in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had sent them away from before him:
and Zedekiah took up arms against the king of Babylon. 4And in the ninth
yearofhis rule, on the tenthdayof the tenthmonth,Nebuchadrezzar, kingof
Babylon, came against Jerusalemwith all his army and took up his position
before it, building earthworks all round it. 5So the townwas shut in by their
forces till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 6 In the fourth month, on the
ninth day of the month, the store of food in the town was almost gone, so
that there was no food for the people of the land. 7 Then an opening was
made in the wall of the town, and all the men of war went in flight out of
the town by night through the doorway between the two walls which was
by the king's garden; (now the Chaldaeans were stationed round the town:)
and they went by the way of the Arabah. 8 And the Chaldaean army went
after King Zedekiah and overtook him on the other side of Jericho, and all
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his army went in flight from him in every direction. 9 Then they made the
king a prisoner and took him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land
of Hamath to be judged. 10And the king of Babylon put the sons of Zedekiah
to death before his eyes: and he put to death all the rulers of Judah in Riblah.
11 And he put out Zedekiah's eyes; and the king of Babylon, chaining him
in iron bands, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of
his death. 12Now in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, in the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the armed men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came into
Jerusalem. 13 And he had the house of the Lord and the king's house and
all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house, burnedwith fire: 14And
thewalls round Jerusalemwere brokendownby the Chaldaean armywhich
was with the captain. 15 Then Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men,
took away as prisoners the rest of the peoplewhowere still in the town, and
thosewhohadgiven themselvesup to thekingofBabylon, and the rest of the
workmen. 16ButNebuzaradan, the captainof thearmedmen, let thepoorest
of the land go on living there, to take care of the vines and the fields. 17And
the brass pillarswhichwere in the house of the Lord, and thewheeled bases
and the great brasswater-vessel in the house of the Lord, were brokenupby
the Chaldaeans, who took all the brass away to Babylon. 18And the pots and
the spades and the scissors for the lights and the spoons, and all the brass
vessels used in the Lord's house, they took away. 19 And the cups and the
fire-trays and the basins and the pots and the supports for the lights and the
spoons and thewide basins; the gold of the gold vessels, and the silver of the
silver vessels, the captain of the armed men took away. 20 The two pillars,
the great water-vessel, and the twelve brass oxen which were under it, and
the ten wheeled bases, which King Solomon had made for the house of the
Lord: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. 21 And as for the
pillars, one pillar was eighteen cubits high, and twelve cubits measured all
round, and it was as thick as aman's hand: it was hollow. 22And therewas a
crown of brass on it: the crownwas five cubits high, circled with a network
and apples all of brass; and the second pillar had the same. 23 There were
ninety-six apples on theoutside; thenumberof apples all round thenetwork
was a hundred. 24And the captain of the armedmen took Seraiah, the chief
priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the three door-keepers; 25And
from the town he took the unsexed servant who was over the men of war,
and seven of the king's near friends whowere in the town, and the scribe of
the captain of the army, who was responsible for getting the people of the
land together in military order, and sixty men of the people of the land who
were in the town. 26TheseNebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, took
with him to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 And the king of Babylon put
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judahwas taken prisoner
away from his land. 28 These are the people whom Nebuchadrezzar took
away prisoner: in the seventh year, three thousand and twenty-three Jews:
29And in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he took away as prisoners
fromJerusalemeighthundredand thirty-twopersons: 30 In the twenty-third
year of Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took
away as prisoners seven hundred and forty-five of the Jews: all the persons
were four thousand and six hundred. 31And in the thirty-seventh year after
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Jehoiachin, king of Judah, had been taken prisoner, in the twelfth month,
on the twenty-fifth day of themonth, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the
first year after he became king, took Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison.
32Andhe said kindwords to himand put his seat higher than the seats of the
other kings who were with him in Babylon. 33And his prison clothing was
changed, and he was a guest at the king's table every day for the rest of his
life. 34 And for his food, the king gave him a regular amount every day till
the day of his death, for the rest of his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1 See her seated by herself, the town which was full of people! She who
was great among the nations has become like a widow! She who was a
princess among the countries has comeunder the yoke of forcedwork! 2She
is sorrowing bitterly in the night, and her face is wet with weeping; among
all her lovers she has no comforter: all her friends have been false to her,
they have become her haters. 3 Judah has been taken away as a prisoner
because of trouble and hard work; her living-place is among the nations,
there is no rest for her: all her attackers have overtaken her in a narrow
place. 4Theways of Zion are sad, because no one comes to the holymeeting;
all her doorways aremade waste, her priests are breathing out sorrow: her
virgins are troubled, and it is bitter for her. 5Thosewho are against her have
become the head, everything goes well for her haters; for the Lord has sent
sorrow on her because of the great number of her sins: her young children
have gone awayas prisoners before the attacker. 6Andall her gloryhas gone
from the daughter of Zion: her rulers have become like harts with no place
for food, and they have gone in flight without strength before the attacker.
7 Jerusalem keeps inmind, in the days of her sorrow and of herwanderings,
all the desired things which were hers in days gone by; when her people
came into the power of her hater and she had no helper, her attackers saw
their desire effected on her andmade sport of her destruction. 8Great is the
sin of Jerusalem; for this cause she has become an unclean thing: all those
who gave her honour are looking down on her, because they have seen her
shame: now truly, breathingout grief, she is turnedback. 9 Inher skirtswere
her unclean ways; she gave no thought to her end; and her fall has been a
wonder; she has no comforter: see her sorrow, O Lord; for the attacker is
liftedup. 10Thehandof her hater is stretched out over all her desired things;
for she has seen that the nations have come into her holy place, aboutwhom
you gave orders that theywere not to come into themeeting of your people.
11 Breathing out grief all her people are looking for bread; they have given
their desired things for food to give them life: see, O Lord, and take note;
for she has become a thing of shame. 12Come tome, all youwho go by! Keep
youreyesonme, andsee if there isanypain like thepainofmywound,which
the Lord has sent onme in the day of his burning wrath. 13From on high he
has sent fire into my bones, and it has overcome them: his net is stretched
out for my feet, I am turned back by him; he has made me waste and feeble
all the day. 14 A watch is kept on my sins; they are joined together by his
hand, they have come on to my neck; he has made my strength give way:
the Lord has given me up into the hands of those against whom I have no
power. 15 The Lord has made sport of all my men of war in me, he has got
men together against me to send destruction on my young men: the virgin
daughter of Judah has been crushed like grapes under the feet of the Lord.
16 For these things I am weeping; my eye is streaming with water; because
the comforter who might give me new life is far from me: my children are
made waste, because the hater is strong. 17 Zion's hands are outstretched;
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she has no comforter; the Lord has given orders to the attackers of Jacob
round about him: Jerusalemhas become like an unclean thing among them.
18 The Lord is upright; for I have gone against his orders: give ear, now, all
youpeoples, andseemypain,myvirginsandmyyoungmenhavegoneaway
as prisoners. 19 I sent for my lovers, but they were false to me: my priests
andmy responsiblemenwere breathing their last breath in the town, while
they were looking for food to give them new life. 20 See, O Lord, for I am in
trouble; the inmostparts ofmybodyaredeeplymoved;myheart is turned in
me; for I have been uncontrolled: outside the children are put to the sword,
and in the house there is death. 21Give ear to the voice of my grief; I have
no comforter; allmy haters have news ofmy troubles, they are glad because
you have done it: let the day of fate come when they will be like me. 22 Let
all their evil-doing come before you; do to them as you have done to me for
all my sins: for loud is the sound of my grief, and the strength of my heart is
gone.

2
1 How has the daughter of Zion been covered with a cloud by the Lord

in his wrath! he has sent down from heaven to earth the glory of Israel,
and has not kept in memory the resting-place of his feet in the day of his
wrath. 2 The Lord has given up to destruction all the living-places of Jacob
without pity; pulling down in his wrath the strong places of the daughter
of Judah, stretching out on the earth the wounded, even her king and her
rulers. 3 In his burning wrath every horn of Israel has been cut off; his right
hand has been turned back before the attacker: he has put a fire in Jacob,
causing destruction round about. 4His bow has been bent for the attack, he
has taken his place with his hand ready, in his hate he has put to death all
who were pleasing to the eye: on the tent of the daughter of Zion he has let
loose his passion like fire. 5 The Lord has become like one fighting against
her, sending destruction on Israel; he has sent destruction on all her great
houses, makingwaste his strong places: increasing the grief and the sorrow
of the daughter of Judah. 6And he has violently taken away his tent, as from
agarden; he hasmadewaste hismeeting-place: the Lordhas taken away the
memory of feast and Sabbath in Zion, and in the passion of his wrath he is
against kingandpriest. 7TheLordhasgivenuphisaltarandhasbeen turned
in hate from his holy place; he has given up into the hands of the attacker
the walls of her great houses: their voices have been loud in the house of
the Lord as in the day of a holy meeting. 8 It is the Lord's purpose to make
waste the wall of the daughter of Zion; his line has been stretched out, he
has not kept back his hand from destruction: he has sent sorrow on tower
and wall, they have become feeble together. 9Her doors have gone down
into the earth; he has sent destruction onher locks: her king andher princes
are among the nations where the law is not; even her prophets have had no
vision from the Lord. 10 The responsible men of the daughter of Zion are
seated on the earth without a word; they have put dust on their heads, they
are clothed in haircloth: the heads of the virgins of Jerusalemare bent down
to the earth. 11My eyes are wasted with weeping, the inmost parts of my
body are deeplymoved, my inner parts are drained out on the earth, for the
destruction of the daughter ofmypeople; because of the young children and
babies at the breast who are falling without strength in the open squares of
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the town. 12They say to their mothers, Where is grain andwine? when they
are falling like thewounded in the open squares of the town, when their life
is drained out on their mother's breast. 13What example am I to give you?
what comparison am I to make for you, O daughter of Jerusalem? what am
I to make equal to you, so that I may give you comfort, O virgin daughter of
Zion? for yourdestruction is great like the sea: who is able tomakeyouwell?
14 The visions which your prophets have seen for you are false and foolish;
they have notmade clear to you your sin so that your fatemight be changed:
but they have seen for you false words, driving you away. 15All who go by
make a noise with their hands at you; theymake hisses, shaking their heads
at the daughter of Jerusalem, and saying, Is this the town which was the
crown of everything beautiful, the joy of all the earth? 16 All your haters
are opening their mouths wide against you; making hisses and whistling
through their teeth, they say, We have made a meal of her: certainly this
is the day we have been looking for; it has come, we have seen it. 17 The
Lord has done that which was his purpose; he has put into force the orders
which he gave in the days which are past; pulling downwithout pity, he has
madeyourhater gladover you, liftingup thehornof thosewhowere against
you. 18 Let your cry go up to the Lord: O wall of the daughter of Zion, let
yourweeping be flowing down like a streamday and night; give yourself no
rest, let not your eyes keep back the drops of sorrow. 19Up! give cries in the
night, at the starting of the night-watches; let your heart be flowing out like
water before the face of the Lord, lifting up your hands to him for the life
of your young children who are falling down, feeble for need of food, at the
top of every street. 20 Look! O Lord, see to whom you have done this! Are
the women to take as their food the fruit of their bodies, the children who
are folded in their arms? are the priest and the prophet to be put to death
in the holy place of the Lord? 21The youngmen and the old are stretched on
the earth in the streets; my virgins and my young men have been put to the
sword: you have sent death on them in the day of yourwrath, causing death
without pity. 22As in the day of a holy meeting you have made fears come
round me on every side, and no one got away or was kept safe in the day of
the Lord's wrath: those who were folded in my arms, whom I took care of,
have been sent to their destruction bymy hater.

3
1 I am the man who has seen trouble by the rod of his wrath. 2 By him I

have been made to go in the dark where there is no light. 3 Truly against
me his hand has been turned again and again all the day. 4 My flesh and
my skin have been used up by him and my bones broken. 5He has put up a
wall against me, shuttingme in with bitter sorrow. 6He has kept me in dark
places, like thosewho have been long dead. 7He has put awall roundme, so
that I amnot able to go out; he hasmade great theweight ofmy chain. 8Even
when I send up a cry for help, he keeps my prayer shut out. 9He has put up
a wall of cut stones about my ways, he has made my roads twisted. 10He
is like a bear waiting for me, like a lion in secret places. 11By him my ways
have been turned onone side and I have beenpulled in bits; he hasmademe
waste. 12With his bow bent, he has mademe the mark for his arrows. 13He
has let loose his arrows into the inmost parts of my body. 14 I have become
the sport of all the peoples; I am their song all the day. 15He has made my
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life nothing but pain, he has given me the bitter root in full measure. 16 By
him my teeth have been broken with crushed stones, and I am bent low in
the dust. 17My soul is sent far away from peace, I have no more memory of
good. 18And I said,My strength is cut off, andmyhope fromtheLord. 19Keep
inmindmy trouble andmywandering, the bitter root and the poison. 20My
soul still keeps thememory of them; and is bent down inme. 21This I keep in
mind, and because of this I have hope. 22 It is through the Lord's love thatwe
have not come to destruction, because hismercies have no limit. 23They are
new every morning; great is your good faith. 24 I said to myself, The Lord is
my heritage; and because of this I will have hope in him. 25The Lord is good
to thosewho arewaiting for him, to the soul which is looking for him. 26 It is
good to go on hoping and quietlywaiting for the salvation of the Lord. 27 It is
good for a man to undergo the yoke when he is young. 28Let him be seated
by himself, saying nothing, because he has put it on him. 29 Let him put his
mouth in the dust, if by chance there may be hope. 30Let his face be turned
to him who gives him blows; let him be full of shame. 31 For the Lord does
not give a man up for ever. 32 For though he sends grief, still he will have
pity in the full measure of his love. 33 For he has no pleasure in troubling
and causing grief to the children of men. 34 In a man's crushing under his
feet all the prisoners of the earth, 35 In his turning away the right of a man
before the face of theMost High. 36 In his doingwrong to aman in his cause,
the Lord has no pleasure. 37Who is able to say a thing, and give effect to it,
if it has not been ordered by the Lord? 38Do not evil and good come from
the mouth of the Most High? 39What protest may a living man make, even
a man about the punishment of his sin? 40 Let us make search and put our
ways to the test, turning again to the Lord; 41Lifting up our hearts with our
hands to God in the heavens. 42We have done wrong and gone against your
law; we have not had your forgiveness. 43Covering yourself withwrath you
have gone after us, cutting us off without pity; 44 Covering yourself with a
cloud, so that prayer may not get through. 45 You have made us like waste
and that for which there is no use, among the peoples. 46 The mouths of all
our haters are open wide against us. 47 Fear and deep waters have come
on us, wasting and destruction. 48 Rivers of water are running down from
my eyes, for the destruction of the daughter of my people. 49My eyes are
streamingwithout stopping, they haveno rest, 50Till the Lord's eye is turned
onme, till he seesmy trouble fromheaven. 51The Lord is unkind tomy soul,
more than all the daughters ofmy town. 52Theywho are againstmewithout
cause have gone hard after me as if I was a bird; 53They have put an end to
my life in the prison, stoning me with stones. 54Waters were flowing over
my head; I said, I am cut off. 55 I was making prayer to your name, O Lord,
out of the lowest prison. 56My voice came to you; let not your ear be shut
to my breathing, to my cry. 57 You came near in the day when I made my
prayer to you: you said, Have no fear. 58OLord, you have taken up the cause
of my soul, you havemademy life safe. 59O Lord, you have seenmywrong;
be judge in my cause. 60 You have seen all the evil rewards they have sent
on me, and all their designs against me. 61 Their bitter words have come to
your ears, O Lord, and all their designs against me; 62 The lips of those who
came up against me, and their thoughts against me all the day. 63Take note
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of themwhen they are seated, and when they get up; I am their song. 64You
will give them their reward, O Lord, answering to the work of their hands.
65 You will let their hearts be covered over with your curse on them. 66 You
will go after them inwrath, and put an end to them from under the heavens
of the Lord.

4
1Howdark has the gold become! how changed the best gold! the stones of

the holy place are dropping out at the top of every street. 2The valued sons
of Zion, whose price was the best gold, are looked on as vessels of earth, the
work of the hands of the potter! 3Even the beasts of thewaste land have full
breasts, they give milk to their young ones: the daughter of my people has
become cruel like the ostriches in the waste land. 4 The tongue of the child
at the breast is fixed to the roof of his mouth for need of drink: the young
children are crying out for bread, and no man gives it to them. 5Those who
were used to feasting on delicate food are wasted in the streets: those who
as children were dressed in purple are stretched out on the dust. 6 For the
punishment of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment
of Sodom, which was overturned suddenly without any hand falling on her.
7Her holy ones were cleaner than snow, they were whiter than milk, their
bodies were redder than corals, their formwas as the sapphire: 8Their face
is blacker thannight; in the streets no one has knowledge of them: their skin
is hanging on their bones, they are dry, they have become likewood. 9Those
who have been put to the sword are better off than those whose death is
caused by need of food; for these come to death slowly, burned up like the
fruit of the field. 10 The hands of kind-hearted women have been boiling
their children; they were their food in the destruction of the daughter of
my people. 11 The Lord has given full effect to his passion, he has let loose
his burning wrath; he has made a fire in Zion, causing the destruction of its
bases. 12To the kings of the earth and to all the people of theworld it did not
seem possible that the attackers and the haters would go into the doors of
Jerusalem. 13 It is because of the sins of her prophets and the evil-doing of
her priests, by whom the blood of the upright has been drained out in her.
14They are wandering like blind men in the streets, they are made unclean
withblood, so that their robesmaynotbe touchedbymen. 15Away! unclean!
they were crying out to them, Away! away! let there be no touching: when
theywent away in flight andwandering,men said among the nations, There
is no further resting-place for them. 16 The face of the Lord has sent them
in all directions; he will no longer take care of them: they had no respect
for the priests, they gave no honour to the old men. 17 Our eyes are still
wasting away in looking for our false help: we have been watching for a
nation unable to give salvation. 18They go after our steps so thatwemaynot
go in our streets: our end is near, our days are numbered; for our end has
come. 19Thosewhowentafteruswerequicker than theeaglesof theheaven,
drivingusbefore themon themountains,waiting secretly forus in thewaste
land. 20Ourbreathof life, heonwhomtheholyoilwasput,was taken in their
holes; ofwhomwesaid, Underhis shadewewill be livingamong thenations.
21Have joy and be glad, O daughter of Edom, living in the land of Uz: the cup
will be given to you in your turn, and you will be overcome with wine and
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your shame will be seen. 22The punishment of your evil-doing is complete,
O daughter of Zion; never again will he take you away as a prisoner: he will
give you the reward of your evil-doing, O daughter of Edom; hewill let your
sin be uncovered.

5
1Keep inmind, O Lord, what has come to us: take note and see our shame.

2Our heritage is given up to men of strange lands, our houses to those who
are not our countrymen. 3Weare childrenwithout fathers, ourmothers are
like widows. 4We give money for a drink of water, we get our wood for a
price. 5Our attackers are on our necks: overcome with weariness, we have
no rest. 6We have given our hands to the Egyptians and to the Assyrians so
that wemight have enough bread. 7Our fathers were sinners and are dead;
and theweight of their evil-doing is on us. 8Servants are ruling over us, and
there is no one tomakeus free from their hands. 9Weput our lives in danger
to get ourbread, because of the swordof thewaste land. 10Our skin is heated
like an oven because of our burning heat from need of food. 11They took by
force the women in Zion, the virgins in the towns of Judah. 12 Their hands
put princes to death by hanging: the faces of old men were not honoured.
13The young men were crushing the grain, and the boys were falling under
thewood. 14The oldmen are no longer seated in the doorway, and themusic
of the young men has come to an end. 15The joy of our hearts is ended; our
dancing is changed into sorrow. 16The crownhas been taken fromourhead:
sorrow is ours, for we are sinners. 17 Because of this our hearts are feeble;
for these things our eyes are dark; 18Because of themountain of Zionwhich
is a waste; jackals go over it. 19You, O Lord, are seated as King for ever; the
seat of your power is eternal. 20Why have we gone from your memory for
ever? why have you been turned away fromus for so long? 21Make us come
back to you, O Lord, and let us be turned; make our days new again as in the
past. 22But you have quite given us up; you are full of wrath against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1Now it came about in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth
day of the month, while I was by the river Chebar among those who had
been made prisoners, that the heavens were made open and I saw visions
of God. 2On the fifth day of themonth, in the fifth year after King Jehoiachin
had been made a prisoner, 3 The word of the Lord came to me, Ezekiel the
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldaeans by the river Chebar;
and the hand of the Lord was on me there. 4 And, looking, I saw a storm-
wind coming out of the north, a great cloud with flames of fire coming after
one another, and a bright light shining round about it and in the heart of it
was something coloured like electrum. 5And in theheart of itwere the forms
of four living beings. And this was what they were like; they had the form
of a man. 6And every one had four faces, and every one of them had four
wings. 7And their feet were straight feet; and the under sides of their feet
were like the feet of oxen; and they were shining like polished brass. 8And
they had the hands of a man under their wings; the four of them had faces
on their four sides. 9 They went without turning, every one went straight
forward. 10 As for the form of their faces, they had the face of a man, and
the four of them had the face of a lion on the right side, and the four of them
had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four of them had the face of
an eagle. 11 And their wings were separate at the top; two of the wings of
every one were joined one to another, and two were covering their bodies.
12 Every one of them went straight forward; wherever the spirit was to go
they went; they went on without turning. 13And between the living beings
it was like burning coals of fire, as if flames were going one after the other
between the living beings; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went
thunder-flames. 14And the living beings went out and came back as quickly
as a thunder-flame. 15Now while I was looking at the four living beings, I
saw one wheel on the earth, by the side of the living beings, for the four of
them. 16 The form of the wheels and their work was like a beryl; the four
of them had the same form and design, and they were like a wheel inside
a wheel. 17 The four of them went straight forward without turning to one
side. 18And I saw that they had edges, and their edges, even of the four, were
full of eyes round about. 19And when the living beings went on, the wheels
went by their side; andwhen the living beingswere lifted up from the earth,
the wheels were lifted up. 20Wherever the spirit was to go they went; and
thewheels were lifted up by their side: for the spirit of the living beingswas
in thewheels. 21When thesewent on, the otherswent; andwhen these came
to rest, theothers came to rest; andwhen thesewere liftedup fromtheearth,
thewheels were lifted up by their side: for the spirit of the living beingswas
in thewheels. 22Andover theheadsof the livingbeings therewas the formof
an arch, looking like ice, stretched out over their heads on high. 23Under the
arch their wings were straight, one stretched out to another: every one had
two wings covering their bodies on this side and two covering their bodies
on that side. 24And when they went, the sound of their wings was like the
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soundof greatwaters tomyears, like thevoiceof theRuler of all, a sound like
the rushing of an army: when they came to rest they let down their wings.
25And therewas a voice from the top of the archwhichwas over their heads:
when they came to rest they let down their wings. 26And on the top of the
archwhichwasover their headswas the formof aking's seat, like a sapphire
stone; and on the formof the seatwas the formof aman seated on it on high.
27And I saw it coloured like electrum, with the look of fire in it and round it,
going up from what seemed to be the middle of his body; and going down
fromwhat seemed to be themiddle of his body I sawwhat was like fire, and
there was a bright light shining round him. 28Like the bow in the cloud on a
day of rain, so was the light shining round him. And this is what the glory of
the Lord was like. And when I saw it I went down onmy face, and the voice
of one talking came tomy ears.

2
1Andhe said tome, Sonofman, get uponyour feet, so that Imay saywords

to you. 2Andat hiswords the spirit came intome andputmeonmy feet; and
his voice came tomy ears. 3And he said tome, Son ofman, I am sending you
to the children of Israel, to an uncontrolled nation which has gone against
me: they and their fathers have been sinners against me even to this very
day. 4And the children are hard and stiff-hearted; I am sending you to them:
and you are to say to them, These are the words of the Lord. 5And they, if
they give ear to you or if they do not give ear (for they are an uncontrolled
people),will see that therehasbeenaprophet among them. 6Andyou, sonof
man, have no fear of them or of their words, even if sharp thorns are round
you and you are living among scorpions: have no fear of their words and do
not be overcome by their looks, for they are an uncontrolled people. 7And
you are to give themmy words, if they give ear to you or if they do not: for
they are uncontrolled. 8 But you, son of man, give ear to what I say to you,
and do not be uncontrolled like that uncontrolled people: let yourmouth be
open and take what I give you. 9And looking, I saw a hand stretched out to
me, and I saw the roll of a book in it; 10 And he put it open before me, and
it had writing on the front and on the back; words of grief and sorrow and
trouble were recorded in it.

3
1Andhe said tome, Son ofman, take this roll for your food, and go and say

mywords to the childrenof Israel. 2And, onmyopeningmymouth, hemade
me take the roll as food. 3And he said to me, Son of man, let your stomach
make a meal of it and let your inside be full of this roll which I am giving
you. Then I took it, and it was sweet as honey in mymouth. 4And he said to
me, Son of man, go now to the children of Israel, and saymywords to them.
5For you are not sent to a people whose talk is strange and whose language
is hard, but to the children of Israel; 6Not to a number of peoples whose talk
is strange andwhose language is hard andwhosewords are not clear to you.
Truly, if I sent you to them they would give ear to you. 7But the children of
Israelwill not give ear to you; for they have nomind to give ear tome: for all
the children of Israel have a hard brow and a stiff heart. 8 See, I have made
your face hard against their faces, and your brow hard against their brows.
9Like a diamond harder than rock I have made your brow: have no fear of
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them and do not be overcome by their looks, for they are an uncontrolled
people. 10Then he said tome, Son of man, take into your heart all mywords
which I am about to say to you, and let your ears be open to them. 11 And
go now to those who have been taken away as prisoners, to the children of
your people, and say to them, This is what the Lord has said; if they give ear
or if they do not. 12 Then I was lifted up by the wind, and at my back the
sound of a great rushing came to my ears when the glory of the Lord was
lifted up fromhis place. 13And therewas the sound of thewings of the living
beings touching one another, and the sound of the wheels at their side, the
sound of a great rushing. 14And the wind, lifting me up, took me away: and
I went in the heat of my spirit, and the hand of the Lord was strong on me.
15 Then I came to those who had been taken away as prisoners, who were
at Telabib by the river Chebar, and I was seated among them full of wonder
for seven days. 16And at the end of seven days, the word of the Lord came
to me, saying, 17 Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the children
of Israel: so give ear to the word of mymouth, and give themword fromme
of their danger. 18When I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly be your
fate; and you givehimnowordof it and saynothing tomake clear to the evil-
doer the danger of his evil way, so that he may be safe; that same evil man
will come to death in his evil-doing; but I will make you responsible for his
blood. 19But if you give the evil-doerwordof his danger, andhe is not turned
from his sin or from his evil way, death will overtake him in his evil-doing;
but your lifewill be safe. 20Again, when an uprightman, turning away from
his righteousness, does evil, and I put a cause of falling in hisway, deathwill
overtake him: because you have given himnoword of his danger, deathwill
overtake him in his evil-doing, and there will be no memory of the upright
acts which he has done; but I will make you responsible for his blood. 21But
if you say to the upright man that he is not to do evil, he will certainly keep
his life because he took note of your word; and your life will be safe. 22And
the hand of the Lordwas onme there; and he said, Get up and go out into the
valley and there I will have talk with you. 23Then I got up andwent out into
the valley; and I saw the glory of the Lord resting there as I had seen it by the
river Chebar; and I went down on my face. 24 Then the spirit came into me
and putme onmy feet; and he had talkwithme and said tome, Go and keep
yourself shut up inside your house. 25But see, O son ofman, I will put bands
on you, prisoning you in them, and you will not go out among them: 26And
I will make your tongue fixed to the roof of your mouth, so that you have
no voice and may not make protests to them: for they are an uncontrolled
people. 27But when I have talk with you I will make your mouth open, and
you are to say to them, This is what the Lord has said: Let the hearer give
ear; and as for him who will not, let him keep his ears shut: for they are an
uncontrolled people.

4
1And you, son of man, take a back and put it before you and on it make a

picture of a town, even Jerusalem. 2Andmake an attack on it, shutting it in,
building strong places against it, and making high an earthwork against it;
and put up tents against it, placing engines all round it for smashing down
itswalls. 3And take a flat iron plate, and put it for awall of iron between you
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and the town: and let your face be turned to it, and it will be shut in and you
will make an attack on it. This will be a sign to the children of Israel. 4Then,
stretching yourself out on your left side, take the sin of the children of Israel
on yourself: for as long as you are stretched out, so long will the sin of the
children of Israel be on you. 5For I have had the years of their sinmeasured
for you by a number of days, even three hundred and ninety days: and you
will take on yourself the sin of the children of Israel. 6Andwhen these days
are ended, turning on your right side, you are to take on yourself the sin of
the children of Judah: forty days, a day for a year, I have had it fixed for you.
7And let your face be turned to where Jerusalem is shut in, with your arm
uncovered, and be a prophet against it. 8And see, I will put bands on you;
and you will be stretched out without turning from one side to the other till
the days of your attack are ended. 9And take for yourself wheat and barley
and different sorts of grain, and put them in one vessel and make bread for
yourself from them; all the days when you are stretched on your side it will
be your food. 10 And you are to take your food by weight, twenty shekels
a day: you are to take it at regular times. 11 And you are to take water by
measure, the sixth part of a hin: you are to take it at regular times. 12And let
your food be barley cakes, cooking it before their eyes with thewaste which
comes out of a man. 13And the Lord said, Even so the children of Israel will
have unclean bread for their food among the nations where I am driving
them. 14 Then I said, Ah, Lord! see, my soul has never been unclean, and I
have never taken asmy food anythingwhich has come to a natural death or
hasbeenbrokenbybeasts, from the timewhen Iwas young even till now; no
disgusting flesh has ever come into my mouth. 15 Then he said to me, See, I
have given you cow's waste in place ofman's waste, and youwill make your
bread ready on it. 16 And he said to me, Son of man, see, I will take away
from Jerusalem her necessary bread: they will take their bread by weight
and with care, measuring out their drinking-water with fear and wonder:
17 So that they may be in need of bread and water and be wondering at one
another, wasting away in their sin.

5
1Andyou, sonofman, take a sharp sword, using it like ahaircutter's blade,

and making it go over your head and the hair of your chin: and take scales
for separating the hair byweight. 2You are to have a third part burnedwith
fire inside the town, when the days of the attack are ended; and a third part
you are to take and give blows with the sword round about it; and give a
third part for the wind to take away, and let loose a sword after them. 3And
take from them a small number of hairs, folding them in your skirts. 4And
again take some of these and put them in the fire, burning them up in the
fire; and say to all the children of Israel, 5This iswhat the Lord has said: This
is Jerusalem: I have put her among the nations, and countries are round her
on every side; 6And she has gone againstmy orders by doing evil more than
the nations, and against my rules more than the countries round her: for
they have given up my orders, and as for my rules, they have not gone in
the way of them. 7 For this cause the Lord has said: Because you have been
more uncontrolled than the nations round about you, and have not been
guidedbymyrules or keptmyorders, but havekept theorders of thenations
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round about you; 8For this cause the Lord has said: See, I, even I, am against
you; and I will be judging among you before the eyes of the nations. 9And
I will do in you what I have not done and will not do again, because of all
your disgusting ways. 10 For this cause fathers will take their sons for food
among you, and sons will make a meal of their fathers; and I will be judge
among you, and all the rest of you I will send away to every wind. 11 For
this cause, by my life, says the Lord, because you have made my holy place
unclean with all your hated things and all your disgusting ways, you will
become disgusting tome; my eyewill have nomercy and I will have no pity.
12A third of you will come to death from disease, wasting away among you
through need of food; a third will be put to the sword round about you; and
a third I will send away to everywind, letting loose a sword after them. 13So
my wrath will be complete and my passion will come to rest on them; and
theywill be certain that I the Lordhave given theword of decision,whenmy
wrath against them is complete. 14And I will make you a waste and a name
of shame among the nations round about you, in the eyes of everyone who
goes by. 15And you will be a name of shame and a cause of bitter words, an
example and awonder to the nations round about you, when I give effect to
my judgingamongyou inwrathand inpassionand inburningprotests: I the
Lord have said it: 16When I send on you the evil arrows of disease, causing
destruction, which I will send to put an end to you; and, further, I will take
away your necessary food. 17And I will send on you need of food and evil
beasts, and they will be a cause of loss to you; and disease and violent death
will go through you; and I will send the sword on you: I the Lord have said
it.

6
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned to the mountains of Israel, and be a prophet to them, and say,
3 You mountains of Israel, give ear to the words of the Lord: this is what
the Lord has said to the mountains and the hills, to the waterways and the
valleys: See, I, even I, am sending on you a sword for the destruction of
your high places. 4Andyour altarswill bemadewaste, and your sun-images
will be broken: and I will have your dead men placed before your images.
5 And I will put the dead bodies of the children of Israel in front of their
images, sending your bones in all directions about your altars. 6 In all your
living-places the townswill become brokenwalls, and the high placesmade
waste; so that your altars may be broken down and made waste, and your
images broken and ended, and so that your sun-images may be cut down
and yourworks rubbed out. 7And the deadwill be falling down among you,
and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 8 But still, I will keep a small
band safe from the sword among the nations, when you are sent wandering
among the countries. 9And those of you who are kept safe will have me in
mind among the nations where they have been taken away as prisoners,
how I sent punishment on their hearts which were untrue to me, and on
their eyes which were turned to their false gods: and they will be full of
hate for themselves because of the evil things which they have done in all
their disgusting ways. 10 And they will be certain that I am the Lord: not
for nothing did I say that I would do this evil to them. 11 This is what the
Lord has said: Give blows with your hand, stamping with your foot, and
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say, O sorrow! because of all the evil and disgusting ways of the children
of Israel: for death will overtake them by the sword and through need of
food and by disease. 12Hewho is far awaywill come to his death by disease;
he who is near will be put to the sword; he who is shut up will come to his
death through need of food; and I will give full effect to my passion against
them. 13Andyouwill be certain that I am the Lord,when their deadmenare
stretched among their images round about their altars on every high hill, on
all the tops of the mountains, and under every branching tree, and under
every thick oak-tree, the places where they made sweet smells to all their
images. 14Andmy handwill be stretched out against them,making the land
waste andunpeopled, from thewaste land toRiblah, throughall their living-
places: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

7
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 And you, son of man,

say, This is what the Lord has said to the land of Israel: An end has come,
the end has come on the four quarters of the land. 3Now the end has come
on you, and I will send my wrath on you, judging you for your ways, I will
send punishment on you for all your disgusting acts. 4My eye will not have
mercy on you, and I will have no pity: but I will send the punishment of
your ways on you, and your disgusting works will be among you: and you
will be certain that I am the Lord. 5 This is what the Lord has said: An evil,
even one evil; see, it is coming. 6 An end has come, the end has come; see,
it is coming on you. 7 The crowning time has come on you, O people of the
land: the time has come, the day is near; the day will not be slow in coming,
it will not keep back. 8Now, in a little time, I will let loosemy passion on you,
and give full effect to mywrath against you, judging you for your ways, and
sending punishment on you for all your disgusting works. 9My eye will not
have mercy, and I will have no pity: I will send on you the punishment of
your ways, and your disgusting works will be among you; and you will see
that I am the Lord who gives punishment. 10 See, the day; see, it is coming:
the crowning time has gone out; the twisted way is flowering, pride has put
out buds. 11 Violent behaviour has been lifted up into a rod of evil; it will
not be slow in coming, it will not keep back. 12 The time has come, the day
is near: let not himwho gives a price for goods be glad, or himwho gets the
price have sorrow: 13For the trader will not go back to the things for which
he had his price, evenwhile he is still living: 14And hewho has given a price
for goods will not get them, for my wrath is on all of them. 15Outside is the
sword, and inside disease and need of food: he who is in the open country
will be put to the sword; he who is in the townwill come to his end through
need of food and disease. 16And those of them who get away safely will go
and be in the secret places like the doves of the valleys, all of themwill come
todeath, everyone inhis sin. 17All handswill be feeble andall kneeswithout
strength, likewater. 18And theywill puthaircloth round them, anddeep fear
will be covering them; and shamewill be onall faces, and thehair gone from
all their heads. 19Theywill put out their silver into the streets, and their gold
will be as anunclean thing; their silver and their goldwill not be able to keep
them safe in the day of the wrath of the Lord; they will not get their desire
or have food for their need: because it has been the cause of their falling
into sin. 20As for their beautiful ornament, they had put it on high, and had
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made the images of their disgusting and hated things in it: for this cause I
havemade it an unclean thing to them. 21And I will give it into the hands of
men from strange landswhowill take it by force, and to the evil-doers of the
earth to have for themselves; and they will make it unholy. 22And my face
will be turned away from them, and they will makemy secret place unholy:
violent men will go into it and make it unholy. 23Make the chain: for the
land is full of crimes of blood, and the town is full of violent acts. 24 For this
reason Iwill send theworst of the nations and theywill take their houses for
themselves: I willmake the pride of their strength come to an end; and their
holy places will be made unclean. 25 Shaking fear is coming; and they will
be looking for peace, and therewill be no peace. 26Destructionwill come on
destruction, and one story after another; and the vision of the prophet will
be shamed, and knowledge of the lawwill come to an end among the priests,
and wisdom among the old. 27 The king will give himself up to sorrow, and
the rulerwill be clothedwithwonder, and thehandsof thepeople of the land
will be troubled: I will give them punishment for their ways, judging them
as it is right for them tobe judged; and theywill be certain that I am theLord.

8
1Now in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month,

when I was in my house and the responsible men of Judah were seated
before me, the hand of the Lord came on me there. 2 And looking, I saw a
form like fire; from themiddle of his body and down there was fire: and up
from the middle of his body a sort of shining, like electrum. 3 And he put
out the form of a hand and took me by the hair of my head; and the wind,
lifting me up between the earth and the heaven, took me in the visions of
God to Jerusalem, to the way into the inner door facing to the north; where
was the seat of the image of envy. 4 And I saw the glory of the Lord there,
as in the vision which I saw in the valley. 5 Then he said to me, Son of man,
now let your eyes be lifted up in the direction of the north; and on looking
in the direction of the north, to the north of the doorway of the altar, I saw
this image of envy by the way in. 6 And he said to me, Son of man, do you
seewhat they are doing? even the very disgusting thingswhich the children
of Israel are doing here, causing me to go far away frommy holy place? but
youwill see othermost disgusting things. 7Andhe tookme to the door of the
open place; and looking, I saw a hole in the wall. 8 And he said to me, Son
of man, make a hole in the wall: and after making a hole in the wall I saw a
door. 9And he said tome, Go in and see the evil and disgusting things which
they are doing here. 10 So I went in and saw; and there every sort of living
thing which goes flat on the earth, and unclean beasts, and all the images of
the children of Israel, were pictured round about on the wall. 11And before
themseventy of the responsiblemenof the children of Israel had taken their
places, every man with a vessel for burning perfumes in his hand, and in
themiddle of themwas Jaazaniah, the son of Shaphan; and a cloud of smoke
went up from the burning perfume. 12And he said to me, Son of man, have
you seen what the responsible men of the children of Israel do in the dark,
every man in his room of pictured images? for they say, The Lord does not
see us; the Lord has gone away from the land. 13 Then he said to me, You
will see even more disgusting things which they do. 14 Then he took me to
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the door of the way into the Lord's house looking to the north; and there
women were seated weeping for Tammuz. 15Then he said to me, Have you
seen this, O son ofman? youwill see evenmore disgusting things than these.
16And he tookme into the inner square of the Lord's house, and at the door
of theTemple of theLord, between the coveredwayand the altar, therewere
about twenty-fivemenwith their backs turned to theTemple of theLordand
their faces turned to the east; and they were worshipping the sun, turning
to the east. 17 Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of man? is it a
small thing to the children of Judah that they do the disgusting things which
they are doing here? for they have made the land full of violent behaviour,
makingme angry again and again: and see, they put the branch tomy nose.
18For this reason I will let loose my wrath: my eye will not have mercy, and
I will have no pity.

9
1Then crying out in my hearing in a loud voice, he said, Let the overseers

of the town come near, everyman armed. 2And sixmen came from theway
of the higher doorway looking to the north, every man with his axe in his
hand: and oneman among themwas clothed in linen, with awriter's inkpot
at his side. And they went in and took their places by the brass altar. 3And
the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the winged ones on which it
was resting, to the doorstep of the house. And crying out to theman clothed
in linen who had the writer's inkpot at his side, 4 The Lord said to him, Go
through the town, through the middle of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the
brows of themenwho are sorrowing and crying for all the disgusting things
which are done in it. 5And to these he said in my hearing, Go through the
town after him using your axes: do not let your eyes have mercy, and have
no pity: 6Give up to destruction old men and young men and virgins, little
children and women: but do not come near any man who has the mark on
him: andmakea start atmyholyplace. So theymadea startwith theoldmen
whowere before the house. 7And he said to them, Make the house unclean,
make the open places full of dead: go forward and send destruction on the
town. 8Nowwhile theywere doing so, and Iwas untouched, Iwent downon
my face, and crying out, I said, Ah, Lord! will you give all the rest of Israel
to destruction in letting loose your wrath on Jerusalem? 9 Then he said to
me, The sin of the children of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the
land is full of blood and the town full of evil ways: for they say, The Lord has
gone away from the land, and the Lorddoes not see. 10Andas forme,my eye
will not have mercy, and I will have no pity, but I will send the punishment
of their ways on their heads. 11Then the man clothed in linen, who had the
inkpot at his side, came back and said, I have donewhat you gaveme orders
to do.

10
1 Then looking, I saw that on the arch which was over the head of the

winged ones there was seen over them what seemed like a sapphire stone,
having the formof a king's seat. 2Andhe said to theman clothed in linen, Go
in between the wheels, under the winged ones, and get your two hands full
of burning coals from between the winged ones and send them in a shower
over the town. And he went in beforemy eyes. 3Now the winged ones were
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stationed on the right side of the housewhen themanwent in; and the inner
square was full of the cloud. 4 And the glory of the Lord went up from the
winged ones and came to rest over the doorstep of the house; and the house
was full of the cloud and the open squarewas full of the shining of the Lord's
glory. 5And the sound of the wings of the winged ones was clear even in the
outer square, like the voice of the Ruler of all. 6Andwhen he gave orders to
the man clothed in linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from
between the winged ones, then he went in and took his place at the side of
a wheel. 7 And stretching out his hand to the fire which was between the
winged ones, he took someof it andwent out. 8And I saw the formof aman's
hands among the winged ones under their wings. 9And looking, I saw four
wheels by the side of the winged ones, one wheel by the side of a winged
one and another wheel by the side of another: and the wheels were like the
colour of a beryl stone to the eye. 10 In form the four of them were all the
same, they seemed like a wheel inside a wheel. 11When they were moving,
they went on their four sides without turning; they went after the head in
the direction in which it was looking; they went without turning. 12And the
edges of the four wheels were full of eyes round about. 13As for the wheels,
they were named in my hearing, the circling wheels. 14And every one had
four faces: thefirst facewas the face of awingedone, and the secondwas the
face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an
eagle. 15And thewinged oneswent up on high: this is the living beingwhich
I saw by the river Chebar. 16 And when the winged ones went, the wheels
went by their side: and when their wings were lifted to take them up from
the earth, the wheels were not turned from their side. 17When they were at
rest in their place, these were at rest; when they were lifted up, these went
upwith them: for the spirit of life was in them. 18Then the glory of the Lord
went out from the doorstep of the house, and came to rest over the winged
ones. 19And the winged ones, lifting up their wings, went up from the earth
before my eyes, with the wheels by their side: and they came to rest at the
east doorway of the Lord's house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over
them on high. 20This is the living being which I saw under the God of Israel
by the river Chebar; and it was clear to me that they were the winged ones.
21Every one had four faces and every one had four wings; and hands like a
man's hands were under their wings. 22As for the form of their faces, they
were the faceswhose form I sawby the river Chebar; when theywent, every
one of themwent straight forward.

11
1 And the wind, lifting me up, took me to the east doorway of the Lord's

house, looking to the east: andat thedoor I saw twenty-fivemen; andamong
them I saw Jaazaniah, the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah,
rulers of the people. 2 Then he said to me, Son of man, these are the men
who are designing evil, who are teaching evil ways in this town: 3Who say,
This is not the time for building houses: this town is the cooking-pot andwe
are the flesh. 4For this cause be a prophet against them, be a prophet, O son
ofman. 5And the spirit of the Lord cameonme, andhe said tome, Say, These
are the words of the Lord: This is what you have said, O children of Israel;
what comes into yourmind is clear tome. 6Youhavemadegreat thenumber
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of your dead in this town, you have made its streets full of dead men. 7 For
this reason the Lord has said: Your dead whom you have put down in its
streets, they are the flesh, and this town is the cooking-pot: but I will make
you come out from inside it. 8 You have been fearing the sword, and I will
send the sword on you, says the Lord. 9 I willmake you come out from inside
the town and will give you up into the hands of men from other lands, and
will be judge among you. 10 You will come to your death by the sword; and
I will be your judge in the land of Israel; and you will be certain that I am
the Lord. 11 This town will not be your cooking-pot, and you will not be the
flesh inside it; I will be your judge at the limit of the land of Israel; 12And you
will be certain that I am the Lord: for you have not been guided bymy rules
or given effect to my orders, but you have been living by the orders of the
nations roundabout you. 13Nowwhile Iwas saying these things, death came
to Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah. Then falling down on my face and crying
out with a loud voice, I said, Ah, Lord! will you put an end to all the rest
of Israel? 14 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 15 Son of man,
your countrymen, your relations, and all the children of Israel, all of them,
are those to whom the people of Jerusalem have said, Go far from the Lord;
this land is given to us for a heritage: 16For this reason say, This is what the
Lord has said: Though I have had them moved far off among the nations,
and though I have sent them wandering among the countries, still I have
been a safe place for them for a little time in the countries where they have
come. 17Then say, This iswhat the Lordhas said: Iwill get you together from
the peoples, and make you come out of the countries where you have been
sent in flight, and I will give you the land of Israel. 18 And they will come
there, and take away all the hated and disgusting things from it. 19 And I
will give them a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in them; and I will
take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh: 20 So
that they may be guided by my rules and keep my orders and do them: and
they will be to me a people, and I will be to them a God. 21 But as for those
whose heart goes after their hated and disgusting things, I will send on their
heads the punishment of their ways, says the Lord. 22Then the wings of the
winged oneswere lifted up, and thewheelswere by their side; and the glory
of the God of Israel was over themon high. 23And the glory of the Lordwent
up from inside the town, and came to rest on the mountain on the east side
of the town. 24 And the wind, lifting me up, took me in the visions of God
into Chaldaea, to thosewho had been taken away as prisoners. So the vision
which I had seenwent away fromme. 25Then I gave anaccount to thosewho
had been taken prisoners of all the things which the Lord hadmademe see.

12
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, you are living

amonganuncontrolledpeople,whohaveeyes to seebut seenot, andears for
hearing but they do not give ear; for they are an uncontrolled people. 3And
you, O son ofman, by day, before their eyes, get ready the vessels of onewho
is taken away, and go away from your place to another place before their
eyes: it may be that they will see, though they are an uncontrolled people.
4Byday, before their eyes, takeout yourvessels like thoseof onewho is taken
away: and go out in the evening before their eyes, like those who are taken
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away as prisoners. 5Make a hole in the wall, before their eyes, and go out
through it. 6 And before their eyes, take your goods on your back and go
out in the dark; go with your face covered: for I have made you a sign to
the children of Israel. 7 And I did as I was ordered: I took out my vessels
by day, like those of onewho is taken away, and in the evening Imade a hole
through thewallwith a tent-pin; and in the dark Iwent out, takingmy things
on my back before their eyes. 8 And in the morning the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, 9 Son of man, has not Israel, the uncontrolled people,
said to you, What are you doing? 10 You are to say to them, This is what the
Lord has said: This word has to do with the ruler in Jerusalem and all the
children of Israel in it. 11 Say, I am your sign: as I have done, so will it be
done to them: theywill go away as prisoners. 12And the ruler who is among
them will take his goods on his back in the dark and go out: he will make a
hole in the wall through which to go out: he will have his face covered so
that he may not be seen. 13Andmy net will be stretched out on him, and he
will be taken in my cords: and I will take him to Babylon to the land of the
Chaldaeans; but he will not see it, and there death will come to him. 14And
all hishelpers roundabouthimandall his armies Iwill send inflight to every
wind; and I will let loose a sword after them. 15And theywill be certain that
I am the Lord, when I send them in flight among the nations, driving them
out through the countries. 16 But a small number of them I will keep from
the sword, from the need of food, and from disease, so that they may make
clear all their disgustingways among thenationswhere they come; and they
will be certain that I am the Lord. 17Then the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, 18Son ofman, take your foodwith shaking fear, and yourwaterwith
trouble and care; 19And say to the people of the land, This is what the Lord
has said about the people of Jerusalem and the land of Israel: They will take
their food with care and their drink with wonder, so that all the wealth of
their land may be taken from it because of the violent ways of the people
living in it. 20And the peopled towns will be made waste, and the land will
become a wonder; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 21 And the
wordof theLord came tome, saying, 22Sonofman,what is this sayingwhich
you have about the land of Israel, The time is long and every vision comes to
nothing? 23For this cause say to them, This is what the Lord has said: I have
made this saying come to an end, and it will no longer be used as a common
saying in Israel; but say to them, The days are near, and the effect of every
vision. 24For there will be nomore false visions or smooth use of secret arts
in Israel. 25 For I am the Lord; I will say the word and what I say I will do; it
will notbeputoff: for inyourdays,Ouncontrolledpeople, Iwill say theword
and do it, says the Lord. 26Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
27 Son of man, see, the children of Israel say, The vision which he sees is for
the days which are a long way off, and his words are of times still far away.
28Say to them then, This is what the Lord has said: Not one ofmywordswill
be put off any longer, but what I say I will do, says the Lord.

13
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet

against theprophets of Israel, and say to thoseprophetswhosewordsare the
invention of their hearts, Give ear to the word of the Lord; 3This is what the
Lord has said: A curse on the foolish prophets who go after the spirit which
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is in them and have seen nothing! 4O Israel, your prophets have been like
jackals in the waste places. 5You have not gone up into the broken places or
made up the wall for the children of Israel to take your place in the fight in
the day of the Lord. 6 They have seen visions without substance and made
useof secret arts,who say, TheLordhas said; and theLordhasnot sent them:
hoping that thewordwouldhaveeffect. 7Haveyounot seenavisionwithout
substance and have you not falsely made use of secret arts, when you say,
The Lord has said; though I have said nothing? 8 So this is what the Lord
has said: Because your words are without substance and your visions are
false, see, I am against you, says the Lord. 9 And my hand will be against
the prophets who see visions without substance and who make false use of
secret arts: they will not be in the secret of my people, and they will not be
recorded in the list of the children of Israel, and they will not come into the
land of Israel; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 10Because, even
because they have been guiding my people into error, saying, Peace; when
there is no peace; and in the building of a division wall they put whitewash
on it: 11 Say to those who put whitewash on it, There will be an overflowing
shower; and you, O ice-drops, will come raining down; and it will be broken
in twoby the storm-wind. 12Andwhen thewall has comedown,will theynot
say to you, Where is the whitewash which you put on it? 13 For this reason,
theLordhas said: Iwill have it broken in twobya storm-wind inmypassion;
and there will be an overflowing shower inmywrath, and you, O ice-drops,
will come raining angrily down. 14 So I will let the wall, which you were
coveringwithwhitewash, bebrokendown; Iwill have it levelled to the earth
so that itsbase isuncovered: itwill comedown, anddestructionwill comeon
youwith it; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 15So I will let loose
my passion on the wall in full measure, and on those who put whitewash
on it; and I will say to you, Where is the wall, and where are those who put
whitewash on it? 16Even the prophets of Israel who saywords to Jerusalem,
who seevisionsof peace forherwhen there isnopeace, says theLord. 17And
you, sonofman, let your facebe turnedagainst thedaughtersof yourpeople,
who are acting the part of prophets at their pleasure; be a prophet against
them, and say, 18 This is what the Lord has said: A curse is on the women
who are stitching bands on all arms and putting veils on the heads of those
of every size, so that they may go after souls! Will you go after the souls of
my people and keep yourselves safe from death? 19And you have put me to
shame among my people for a little barley and some bits of bread, sending
death on souls for whom there is no cause of death, and keeping those souls
livingwho have no right to life, by the falsewords you say tomy peoplewho
give ear towhat is false. 20For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am against
your bands with which you go after souls, and I will violently take them off
their arms; and I will let loose the souls, even the souls whom you go after
freely. 21And Iwill have your veils violently parted in two, andwillmakemy
people free from your hands, and they will no longer be in your power for
you to go after them; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 22Because
with your false words you have given pain to the heart of the upright man
when I had notmade him sad; in order tomake strong the hands of the evil-
doer so that he may not be turned from his evil way and get life: 23 For this
cause you will see no more foolish visions or make false use of secret arts:
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and I will make my people free from your power; and you will be certain
that I am the Lord.

14
1Then certain of the responsible men of Israel came to me and took their

seats before me. 2 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 Son of
man, these men have taken their false gods into their hearts and put before
their faces the sin which is the cause of their fall: am I to give ear when they
come tome for directions? 4For this cause say to them, These are the words
of the Lord: Every man of Israel who has taken his false god into his heart,
and put before his face the sinwhich is the cause of his fall, and comes to the
prophet; I the Lordwill give himan answer bymyself in agreementwith the
number of his false gods; 5So as to take the children of Israel in the thoughts
of their hearts, because they have become strange to me through their false
gods. 6For this cause say to the children of Israel, These are thewords of the
Lord: Come back and give up your false gods and let your faces be turned
fromyour disgusting things. 7When any one of themen of Israel, or of those
fromother landswhoare living in Israel,whohasbecomestrange tome, and
takeshis false gods intohisheart, andputsbeforehis face the sinwhich is the
cause of his fall, comes to the prophet to get directions from me; I the Lord
will give him an answer bymyself: 8Andmy facewill be turned against that
man, and I will make him a sign and a common saying, cutting him off from
among my people; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 9 And if the
prophet, trickedbydeceit, saysanything, it is I theLordbywhomhehasbeen
tricked, and I will put out my hand against him, and he will be cut off from
amongmy people Israel. 10And the punishment of their sinwill be on them:
the sin of the prophet will be the same as the sin of him who goes to him
for directions; 11 So that the children of Israel may no longer go wandering
away fromme, or make themselves unclean with all their wrongdoing; but
they will be my people, and I will be their God, says the Lord. 12 And the
word of the Lord came to me, saying, 13 Son of man, when a land, sinning
against me, does wrong, and my hand is stretched out against it, and the
support of its bread isbroken, and Imake it short of food, cuttingoffmanand
beast from it: 14 Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it,
only themselves would they keep safe by their righteousness, says the Lord.
15Or if I send evil beasts through the land causing destruction and making
it waste, so that no man may go through because of the beasts: 16 Even if
these threemenwere in it, bymy life, says theLord, theywouldnot keep safe
their sons or daughters, but only themselves, and the land would be made
waste. 17Or if I send a sword against that land, and say, Sword, go through
the land, cuttingoff from itmanandbeast: 18Even if these threemenwere in
it, bymy life, says the Lord, theywouldnot keep safe their sons or daughters,
but only themselves. 19Or if I send disease into that land, letting loose my
wrath on it in blood, cutting off from it man and beast: 20 Even if Noah,
Daniel, and Job were in it, by my life, says the Lord, they would not keep
son or daughter safe; only themselves would they keep safe through their
righteousness. 21For this is what the Lord has said: Howmuchmorewhen I
sendmy four bitter punishments on Jerusalem, the sword and need of food
and evil beasts and disease, cutting off from it man and beast? 22But truly,
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there will still be a small band who will be safe, even sons and daughters:
and they will come out to you, and you will see their ways and their doings:
and you will be comforted about the evil which I have sent on Jerusalem,
even about everything I have sent on it. 23They will give you comfort when
you see their ways and their doings: and you will be certain that not for
nothing have I done all the things I have done in it, says the Lord.

15
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, what is the

vine-tree more than any branching tree which is among the trees of the
woods? 3Will its wood be used for any work? do men make of it a pin for
hanging any vessel on? 4 See, it is put into the fire for burning: the fire has
made ameal of its two ends and themiddle part of it is burned; is it good for
any work? 5Truly, before it was cut down, it was not used for any purpose:
how much less, when the fire has made a meal of it and it is burned, will
it be made into anything? 6 For this cause the Lord has said: Like the vine-
tree among the trees of thewoodswhich I have given to the fire for burning,
so will I give the people of Jerusalem. 7And my face will be turned against
them; and though they have comeout of the fire theywill be burnedupby it;
and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord whenmy face is turned against
them. 8And I will make the land a waste because they have done evil, says
the Lord.

16
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman,make clear to

Jerusalem her disgusting ways, 3And say, This is what the Lord has said to
Jerusalem: Your start and your birthwas from the land of the Canaanite; an
Amorite was your father and your mother was a Hittite. 4As for your birth,
on the day of your birth your cord was not cut and you were not washed in
water to make you clean; you were not salted or folded in linen bands. 5No
eye had pity on you to do any of these things to you or to be kind to you; but
you were put out into the open country, because your life was hated at the
time of your birth. 6Andwhen I went past you and saw you stretched out in
your blood, I said to you, Though you are stretched out in your blood, have
life; 7And be increased in number like the buds of the field; and you were
increased and became great, and you came to the time of love: your breasts
were formed and your hair was long; but you were uncovered and without
clothing. 8Now when I went past you, looking at you, I saw that your time
was the time of love; and I put my skirts over you, covering your unclothed
body: and I gave you my oath and made an agreement with you, says the
Lord, and you became mine. 9 Then I had you washed with water, washing
away all your blood and rubbing youwith oil. 10And I had you clothedwith
needlework, and put leather shoes on your feet, folding fair linen about you
and covering you with silk. 11And I made you fair with ornaments and put
jewels on your hands and a chain on your neck. 12And I put a ring in your
nose and ear-rings in your ears and a beautiful crown on your head. 13 So
you were made beautiful with gold and silver; and your clothing was of the
best linen and silk and needlework; your food was the best meal and honey
and oil: and youwere very beautiful. 14Youwere so beautiful that the story
of you went out into all nations; you were completely beautiful because of
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my glory which I had put on you, says the Lord. 15 But you put your faith
in the fact that you were beautiful, acting like a loose woman because you
were widely talked of, and offering your cheap love to everyone who went
by, whoever it might be. 16And you took your robes and made high places
for yourself ornamented with every colour, acting like a loose woman on
them, without shame or fear. 17And you took the fair jewels, my silver and
gold which I had given to you, and made for yourself male images, acting
like a loosewomanwith them; 18And you took your robes of needlework for
their clothing, andputmyoil andmyperfumebefore them. 19Andmybread
which I gave you, the bestmeal and oil and honeywhich I gave you for your
food, you put it before them for a sweet smell, says the Lord. 20And you took
your sons and your daughters whom I had by you, offering even these to
them to be their food. Was your loose behaviour so small a thing, 21That you
put my children to death and gave them up to go through the fire to them?
22 And in all your disgusting and false behaviour you had no memory of
your early days, when you were uncovered and without clothing, stretched
out in your blood. 23 And it came about, after all your evil-doing, says the
Lord, 24 That you made for yourself an arched room in every open place.
25You put up your high places at the top of every street, andmade the grace
of your form a disgusting thing, opening your feet to everyone who went
by, increasing your loose ways. 26 And you went with the Egyptians, your
neighbours, great of flesh; increasing your loose ways, movingme towrath.
27Now, then, my hand is stretched out against you, cutting down your fixed
amount, and I have given you up to the desire of your haters, the daughters
of the Philistines who are shamed by your loose ways. 28And youwent with
theAssyrians, because of your desirewhichwaswithoutmeasure; youwere
acting like a loose woman with them, and still you had not enough. 29And
you went on in your loose ways, even as far as the land of Chaldaea, and
still you had not enough. 30How feeble is your heart, says the Lord, seeing
that you do all these things, the work of a loose and overruling woman;
31For you have made your arched room at the top of every street, and your
high place in every open place; though you were not like a loose woman in
getting together your payment. 32The untrue wife who takes strange lovers
in place of her husband! 33 They give payment to all loose women: but you
give rewards to your lovers, offering them payment so that they may come
to you on every side for your cheap love. 34 And in your loose behaviour
you are different from other women, for no one goes after you tomake love
to you: and because you give payment and no payment is given to you, in
this you are different from them. 35For this cause, O loose woman, give ear
to the voice of the Lord: 36 This is what the Lord has said: Because your
unclean behaviour was let loose and your body uncovered in your loose
ways with your lovers and with your disgusting images, and for the blood
of your childrenwhich you gave to them; 37For this cause I will get together
all your lovers with whom you have taken your pleasure, and all those to
whomyouhave given your love,with all thosewhowere hated by you; Iwill
evenmake themcome togetheragainst youonevery side, and Iwill haveyou
uncovered before them so that theymay see your shame. 38And youwill be
judgedbymeaswomenare judgedwhohave beenuntrue to their husbands
andhave taken life; and Iwill let loose against youpassionandbitter feeling.
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39 I will give you into their hands, and your arched roomwill be overturned
and your high places broken down; they will take your clothing off you and
takeawayyour fair jewels: andwhen theyhavedone, youwill beuncovered
and shamed. 40 And they will get together a meeting against you, stoning
youwith stones andwounding youwith their swords. 41And they will have
you burned with fire, sending punishments on you before the eyes of great
numbers of women; and I will put an end to your loose ways, and you will
no longer give payment. 42And the heat of my wrath against you will have
an end, and my bitter feeling will be turned away from you, and I will be
quiet and will be angry no longer. 43 Because you have not kept in mind
the days when you were young, but have been troubling me with all these
things; for this reason I will make the punishment of your ways come on
your head, says the Lord, because you have done this evil thing in addition
to all your disgusting acts. 44 See, in every common saying about you it
will be said, As the mother is, so is her daughter. 45 You are the daughter
of your mother whose soul is turned in disgust from her husband and her
children; and you are the sister of your sisters who were turned in disgust
from their husbands and their children: yourmotherwas aHittite and your
father an Amorite. 46 Your older sister is Samaria, living at your left hand,
she and her daughters: and your younger sister, living at your right hand, is
Sodomandherdaughters. 47Still youhavenot gone in theirwaysordone the
disgusting thingswhich they have done; but, as if thatwas only a little thing,
you have gone deeper in evil than they in all your ways. 48 By my life, says
the Lord, Sodom your sister never did, she or her daughters, what you and
your daughters have done. 49 Truly, this was the sin of your sister Sodom:
pride, a fullmeasure of food, and the comforts ofwealth in peace, were seen
in her and her daughters, and she gave no help to the poor or to those in
need. 50 They were full of pride and did what was disgusting to me: and so
I took them away as you have seen. 51And Samaria has not done half your
sins; but you have made the number of your disgusting acts greater than
theirs,making your sisters seemmore upright than you by all the disgusting
things which you have done. 52 And you yourself will be put to shame, in
that you have given the decision for your sisters; through your sins, which
are more disgusting than theirs, they are more upright than you: truly, you
will be shamed andmade low, for you havemade your sisters seemupright.
53And I will let their fate be changed, the fate of Sodom and her daughters,
and the fate of Samaria and her daughters, and your fate with theirs. 54 So
that you will be shamed and made low because of all you have done, when
I have mercy on you. 55And your sisters, Sodom and her daughters, will go
back to their first condition, and Samaria and her daughters will go back to
their first condition, and you and your daughters will go back to your first
condition. 56Was not your sister Sodom an oath in your mouth in the day
of your pride, 57Before your shamewas uncovered? Now you have become
like her a word of shame to the daughters of Edom and all who are round
about you, the daughters of the Philistines who put shame on you round
about. 58The rewardof your evil designs andyourdisgustingwayshas come
on you, says the Lord. 59For this is what the Lord has said: I will do to you as
youhavedone, youwho, putting theoathononeside, have let theagreement
bebroken. 60But still Iwill keep inmind the agreementmadewith you in the
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dayswhen youwere young, and I will makewith you an eternal agreement.
61Thenat thememory of yourways youwill be overcomewith shame,when
I take your sisters, the older and the younger, and give them to you for
daughters, butnotbyyouragreement. 62AndIwillmakemyagreementwith
you; and you will be certain that I am the Lord: 63 So that, at the memory of
these things, youmaybeata loss, neveropeningyourmouthbecauseofyour
shame; when you havemy forgiveness for all you have done, says the Lord.

17
1And thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 2Sonofman, giveout adark

saying, and make a comparison for the children of Israel, 3And say, This is
what the Lord has said: A great eagle with great wings, full of long feathers
of different colours, came to Lebanon, and took the top of the cedar: 4Biting
off thehighest of its youngbranches, he took it to the landof Canaan, andput
it in a town of traders. 5And he took some of the seed of the land, planting it
in fertile earth, placing it bygreatwaters; heput it in like awillow-tree. 6And
its growth went on and it became a vine, low and widely stretching, whose
branches were turned to him and its roots were under him: so it became
a vine, putting out branches and young leaves. 7 And there was another
eaglewith greatwings and thick feathers: and now this vine, pushing out its
roots to him, sent out its branches in his direction from the bedwhere it was
planted, so that he might give it water. 8He had it planted in a good field by
greatwaters so that itmight put out branches and have fruit and be a strong
vine. 9 Say, This is what the Lord has said: Will it do well? will he not have
its roots pulled up and its branches cut off, so that all its young leaves may
become dry and it may be pulled up by its roots? 10And if it is planted will
it do well? will it not become quite dry at the touch of the east wind, drying
up in the bed where it was planted? 11 Then the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 12Say now to this uncontrolled people, Are these things not clear
to you? Say to them, See, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and took
its king and its rulers away with him to Babylon; 13And he took one of the
sons of the king and made an agreement with him; and he put him under
an oath, and took away the great men of the land: 14 So that the kingdom
might be made low with no power of lifting itself up, but might keep his
agreement to be his servants. 15But hewent against his authority in sending
representatives to Egypt to get from them horses and a great army. Will he
do well? will he be safe who does such things? if the agreement is broken
will he be safe? 16Bymy life, says the Lord, truly in the place of the kingwho
made him king, whose oath he put on one side and let his agreement with
him be broken, even in Babylon he will come to his death. 17And Pharaoh
with his strong armyand great forceswill be nohelp to him in thewar,when
they put up earthworks and make strong walls for the cutting off of lives:
18 For he put his oath on one side in letting the agreement be broken; and
though he had given his hand to it, he did all these things; he will not get
away safe. 19And so the Lord has said, By my life, truly, for my oath which
he put on one side, and my agreement which has been broken, I will send
punishment on his head. 20My net will be stretched out over him, and he
will be taken inmy cords, and I will send him to Babylon, and there I will be
his judge for thewrongwhichhehasdoneagainstme. 21All his best fighting-
men will be put to the sword, and the rest will be sent away to every wind:
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and you will be certain that I the Lord have said it. 22 This is what the Lord
has said: Further, I will take the highest top of the cedar and put it in the
earth; cutting off from the highest of his young branches a soft one, I will
have it planted on a high and great mountain; 23 It will be planted on the
highmountain of Israel: it will put out branches and have fruit and be a fair
cedar: under it all birds of every sort will make their living-place, resting in
the shadeof its branches. 24And itwill be clear to all the trees of thefield that
I the Lord have made low the high tree and made high the low tree, drying
up the green tree andmaking the dry tree full of growth; I the Lordhave said
it and have done it.

18
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2Why do you make use

of this saying about the land of Israel, The fathers have been tasting bitter
grapes and the children's teeth are on edge? 3By my life, says the Lord, you
willno longerhave this saying in Israel. 4See, all soulsaremine; as the soulof
the father, so the soul of the son ismine: deathwill be the fate of the sinner's
soul. 5But if a man is upright, living rightly and doing righteousness, 6And
has not taken flesh with the blood for food, or given worship to the images
of the children of Israel; if he has not had connection with his neighbour's
wife, or come near to a woman at the time when she is unclean; 7And has
done no wrong to any, but has given back to the debtor what is his, and has
taken no one's goods by force, and has given food to him who was in need
of it, and clothing to himwhowas without it; 8And has not given his money
out at interest or taken great profits, and, turning his hand from evil-doing,
has kept faith between man and man, 9 And has been guided by my rules
and has keptmy laws and done them: he is upright, life will certainly be his,
says the Lord. 10 If he has a son who is a thief, a taker of life, who does any
of these things, 11Who has taken flesh with the blood as food, and has had
connection with his neighbour's wife, 12Has done wrong to the poor and to
him who is in need, and taken property by force, and has not given back to
one in his debt what is his, and has given worship to images and has done
disgusting things, 13And has given out hismoney at interest and taken great
profits: he will certainly not go on living: he has done all these disgusting
things: deathwill certainly be his fate; his bloodwill be on him. 14Now if he
hasa sonwhoseesall his father's sinswhichhehasdone, and in feardoesnot
do the same: 15Who has not taken the fleshwith the blood for food, or given
worship to the images of the children of Israel, and has not had connection
with his neighbour's wife, 16Or done wrong to any, or taken anything from
one inhis debt, or takengoodsby force, but has given food tohimwhowas in
need of it, and clothing to himwhowas without it; 17Who has kept his hand
fromevil-doing and has not taken interest or great profits, who has donemy
orders and been guided by my rules: he will certainly not be put to death
for the evil-doing of his father; life will certainly be his. 18As for his father,
because he was cruel, took goods by force, and did what is not good among
his people, truly, death will overtake him in his evil-doing. 19 But you say,
Why does not the son undergo punishment for the evil-doing of the father?
When the sonhas donewhat is ordered and right, andhas keptmy rules and
done them, life will certainly be his. 20The soul which does sinwill be put to
death: the sonwill notbemaderesponsible for theevil-doingof the father, or
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the father for the evil-doing of the son; the righteousness of the upright will
be onhimself, and the evil-doing of the evil-doer onhimself. 21But if the evil-
doer, turning away from all the sins which he has done, keeps my rules and
doeswhat is ordered and right, lifewill certainly be his; deathwill not be his
fate. 22Not one of the sinswhich he has donewill be kept inmemory against
him: in the righteousness which he has done he will have life. 23Have I any
pleasure in the death of the evil-doer? says the Lord: am I not pleased if he is
turned from his way so that hemay have life? 24But when the upright man,
turning away fromhis righteousness, does evil, like all the disgusting things
which the evil man does, will he have life? Not one of his upright acts will
be kept in memory: in the wrong which he has done and in his sin death
will overtake him. 25But you say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Give ear,
now, O children of Israel; is my way not equal? are not your ways unequal?
26When the upright man, turning away from his righteousness, does evil,
death will overtake him; in the evil which he has done death will overtake
him. 27Again, when the evil-doer, turning away from the evil he has done,
does what is ordered and right, he will have life for his soul. 28 Because he
had fear and was turned away from all the wrong which he had done, life
will certainlybehis, deathwillnotbehis fate. 29But still thechildrenof Israel
say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O children of Israel, are my ways not
equal? are not your ways unequal? 30 For this cause I will be your judge, O
children of Israel, judging everyman by his ways, says the Lord. Come back
and be turned from all your sins; so that they may not be the cause of your
falling into evil. 31Put away all your evil-doing in which you have done sin;
andmake for yourselves a newheart and a new spirit: why are you desiring
death, O children of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him on
whom death comes, says the Lord: be turned back then, and have life.

19
1 Take up now a song of grief for the ruler of Israel, and say, 2What was

your mother? Like a she-lion among lions, stretched out among the young
lions she gave food to her little ones. 3 And one of her little ones came to
growth under her care, and became a young lion, learning to go after beasts
for his food; and he took men for his meat. 4 And the nations had news of
him; he was taken in the hole they had made: and, pulling him with hooks,
they took him into the land of Egypt. 5Nowwhen she saw that her hopewas
made foolish and gone, she took another of her little ones and made him
into a young lion. 6And he went up and down among the lions and became
a young lion, learning to go after beasts for his food; and he took men for
his meat. 7And he sent destruction on their widows and made waste their
towns; and the land and everything in it became waste because of the loud
sound of his voice. 8Then the nations came against him from the kingdoms
round about: their net was stretched over him and he was taken in the hole
they had made. 9 They made him a prisoner with hooks, and took him to
the king of Babylon; they put him in the strong place so that his voice might
be sounding no longer on the mountains of Israel. 10 Your mother was in
comparison like a vine, planted by the waters: she was fertile and full of
branches because of the great waters. 11And she had a strong rod for a rod
of authority for the rulers, and it became tall among the clouds and it was
seen lifted up among the number of its branches. 12 But she was uprooted
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in burning wrath, and made low on the earth; the east wind came, drying
her up, and her branches were broken off; her strong rod became dry, the
fire made a meal of it. 13And now she is planted in the waste land, in a dry
and unwatered country. 14And fire has gone out from her rod, causing the
destruction of her branches, so that there is no strong rod in her to be the
ruler's rod of authority. This is a song of grief, and it was for a song of grief.

20
1Now it came about in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth

day of the month, that certain of the responsible men of Israel came to get
directions from the Lord andwere seated beforeme. 2Then the word of the
Lord came to me, saying, 3 Son of man, say to the responsible men of Israel,
This is what the Lord has said: Have you come to get directions from me?
By my life, says the Lord, you will get no directions from me. 4Will you be
their judge, O son of man, will you be their judge? make clear to them the
disgustingways of their fathers, 5And say to them, This is what the Lord has
said: In the day when I took Israel for myself, when I made an oath to the
seed of the family of Jacob, and I gave them knowledge ofmyself in the land
of Egypt, saying to them with an oath, I am the Lord your God; 6 In that day
I gave my oath to take them out of the land of Egypt into a land which I had
been searching out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the glory
of all lands: 7 And I said to them, Let every man among you put away the
disgusting things to which his eyes are turned, and do not make yourselves
unclean with the images of Egypt; I am the Lord your God. 8But they would
not be controlled by me, and did not give ear to me; they did not put away
the disgusting things to which their eyes were turned, or give up the images
of Egypt: then I said I would let loose my passion on them to give full effect
to my wrath against them in the land of Egypt. 9 And I was acting for the
honour of my name, so that it might not be made unclean before the eyes
of the nations among whom they were, and before whose eyes I gave them
knowledge of myself, by taking them out of the land of Egypt. 10 So I made
them go out of the land of Egypt and took them into the waste land. 11And
I gave them my rules and made clear to them my orders, which, if a man
keeps them, will be life to him. 12And further, I gave them my Sabbaths, to
be a sign between me and them, so that it might be clear that I, who make
themholy, am the Lord. 13But the children of Israel would not be controlled
by me in the waste land: they were not guided by my rules, and they were
turned away frommy orders, which, if a man does them, will be life to him;
and they had no respect for my Sabbaths: then I said that I would let loose
my passion on them in the waste land, and put an end to them. 14And I was
acting for thehonourofmyname, so that itmightnotbemadeunclean in the
eyes of the nations, before whose eyes I had taken them out. 15And further,
I gavemy oath to them in thewaste land, that I would not take them into the
land which I had given them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the glory
of all lands; 16 Because they were turned away from my orders, and were
not guided bymy rules, and hadno respect formy Sabbaths: for their hearts
went after their images. 17But still my eye had pity on them and I kept them
from destruction and did not put an end to them completely in the waste
land. 18And I said to their children in thewaste land, Donot be guidedby the
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rules of your fathers or keep their orders or make yourselves unclean with
their images: 19 I am the Lord your God; be guided bymy rules and keepmy
orders and do them: 20And keep my Sabbaths holy; and they will be a sign
between me and you so that it may be clear to you that I am the Lord your
God. 21But the childrenwouldnot be controlledbyme; theywerenot guided
by my rules, and they did not keep and do my orders, which, if a man does
them,will be life tohim; and theyhadnorespect formySabbaths: then I said
I would let loose my passion on them to give full effect to my wrath against
them in the waste land. 22And I was acting for the honour of my name, so
that it might not be made unclean in the eyes of the nations, before whose
eyes I had taken them out. 23 Further, I gave my oath to them in the waste
land that I would send them wandering among the nations, driving them
out among the countries; 24 Because they had not done my orders, but had
been turned away frommy rules, and had not given respect tomy Sabbaths,
and their eyes were turned to the images of their fathers. 25 And further,
I gave them rules which were not good and orders in which there was no
life for them; 26 I made them unclean in the offerings they gave, causing
them tomake every first child go through the fire, so that I might put an end
to them. 27 For this cause, son of man, say to the children of Israel, This is
what the Lord has said: In this your fathers have further put shame on my
name by doing wrong against me. 28 For when I had taken them into the
landwhich Imade an oath to give to them, then they saw every high hill and
everybranching tree andmade their offerings there,movingme towrathby
their offerings; and there the sweet smell of their offeringswentupand their
drink offerings were drained out. 29 Then I said to them, What is this high
placewhere you go to no purpose? And it is named Bamah to this day. 30For
this cause say to the childrenof Israel, This iswhat theLordhas said: Areyou
making yourselves unclean as your fathers did? are you being untrue tome
by going after their disgusting works? 31And when you give your offerings,
causing your sons to go through the fire, youmake yourselves uncleanwith
all your images to thisday; andwill youcome tome fordirections, Ochildren
of Israel? Bymy life, says the Lord, youwill get no direction fromme. 32And
that which comes into your minds will never take place; when you say, We
will be like the nations, like the families of the countries, servants of wood
and stone; 33 By my life, says the Lord, truly, with a strong hand and with
an outstretched arm and with burning wrath let loose, I will be King over
you: 34 And I will take you out from the peoples and get you together out
of the countries where you are wandering, with a strong hand and with an
outstretched arm and with burning wrath let loose: 35 And I will take you
into the waste land of the peoples, and there I will take up the cause with
you face to face. 36 As I took up the cause with your fathers in the waste
land of the land of Egypt, so will I take up the cause with you says the Lord.
37And Iwill make you go under the rod andwill make you small in number:
38Clearing out from among you all thosewho are uncontrolled andwho are
sinning against me; I will take them out of the land where they are living,
but they will not come into the land of Israel: and you will be certain that I
am the Lord. 39As for you, O children of Israel, the Lord has said: Let every
man completely put away his images and give ear to me: and let my holy
name no longer be shamed by your offerings and your images. 40For in my
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holy mountain, in the high mountain of Israel, says the Lord, there all the
children of Israel, all of them, will be my servants in the land; there I will
take pleasure in them, and there I will be worshipped with your offerings
and the first-fruits of the things you give, and with all your holy things. 41 I
will take pleasure in you as in a sweet smell, when I take you out from the
peoples and get you together from the countries where you have been sent
in flight; and I will make myself holy in you before the eyes of the nations.
42And youwill be certain that I am the Lord, when I take you into the land of
Israel, into the country which I made an oath to give to your fathers. 43And
there, at the memory of your ways and of all the things you did to make
yourselves unclean, you will have bitter hate for yourselves because of all
the evil things you have done. 44And you will be certain that I am the Lord,
when I take you in hand for the honour of my name, and not for your evil
ways or your unclean doings, O children of Israel, says the Lord. 45Then the
wordof the Lord came tome, saying, 46Sonofman, let your face be turned to
the south, let your words be dropped to the south, and be a prophet against
thewoodland of the South; 47And say to thewoodland of the South, Give ear
to thewords of the Lord: this is what the Lord has said: See, I will have a fire
lighted in you, for the destruction of every green tree in you and every dry
tree: the flamingflamewill not be put out, and all faces from the south to the
northwill be burned by it. 48And all fleshwill see that I the Lord have had it
lighted: it will not be put out. 49 Then I said, Ah, Lord! they say of me, Is he
not a maker of stories?

21
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned to Jerusalem, let your words be dropped in the direction of her
holy place, and be a prophet against the land of Israel; 3And say to the land
of Israel, These are the words of the Lord: See, I am against you, and I will
take my sword out of its cover, cutting off from you the upright and the evil.
4Because I amgoing tohave theupright and the evil cut off fromyou, for this
causemy sword will go out from its cover against all flesh from the south to
the north: 5 And all flesh will see that I the Lord have taken my sword out
of its cover: and it will never go back. 6Make sounds of grief, son of man;
with body bent and a bitter heart make sounds of grief before their eyes.
7And when they say to you, Why are you making sounds of grief? then say,
Because of the news, for it is coming: and every heart will become soft, and
all hands will be feeble, and every spirit will be burning low, and all knees
will be turned to water: see, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord.
8And thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 9Sonofman, say as aprophet,
These are thewords of theLord: Say, A sword, a swordwhichhas beenmade
sharp and polished: 10 It has beenmade sharp to give death; it is polished so
that itmay be like a thunder-flame: ... 11And I have given it to the polisher so
that it may be taken in the hand: he has made the sword sharp, he has had
it polished, to put it into the hand of himwho gives death. 12Give loud cries
andmake sounds of grief, O son ofman: for it has come onmy people, it has
comeonall the rulers of Israel: fear of the swordhas comeonmypeople: for
this causegive signsof grief. 13 ... 14So then, sonofman, beaprophet, andput
your hands together with a loud sound, and give two blows with the sword,
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and even three; it is the sword of those who are wounded, even the sword
of the wounded; the great sword which goes round about them. 15 In order
that hearts may become soft, and the number of those who are falling may
be increased, I have sent death by the sword against all their doors: you are
made like a flame, you are polished for death. 16 Be pointed to the right, to
the left, wherever your edge is ordered. 17And I will put my hands together
with a loud sound, and I will let my wrath have rest: I the Lord have said
it. 18And the word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 19And you, son of
man, have two ways marked out, so that the sword of the king of Babylon
may come; let the two of them come out of one land: and let there be a pillar
at the top of the road: 20 Put a pillar at the top of the road for the sword to
come to Rabbah in the land of the children of Ammon, and to Judah and to
Jerusalem in the middle of her. 21 For the king of Babylon took his place at
the parting of the ways, at the top of the two roads, to make use of secret
arts: shaking the arrows this way and that, he put questions to the images
of his gods, he took note of the inner parts of dead beasts. 22 At his right
hand was the fate of Jerusalem, to give orders for destruction, to send up
the war-cry, to put engines of war against the doors, lifting up earthworks,
building walls. 23 And this answer given by secret arts will seem false to
those who have given their oaths and have let them be broken: but he will
keep the memory of evil-doing so that they may be taken. 24 For this cause
the Lord has said: Because you have made your evil-doing come to mind
by the uncovering of your wrongdoing, causing your sins to be seen in all
your evil-doings; because you have come tomind, youwill be taken in them.
25 And you, O evil one, wounded to death, O ruler of Israel, whose day has
come in the time of the last punishment; 26 This is what the Lord has said:
Take away the holy head-dress, take off the crown: this will not be again: let
that which is low be lifted up, and that which is high be made low. 27 I will
let it be overturned, overturned, overturned: this will not be again till he
comes whose right it is; and I will give it to him. 28And you, son of man, say
as a prophet, This is what the Lord has said about the children of Ammon
and about their shame: Say, A sword, even a sword let loose, polished for
death, tomake it shining so that it may be like a flame: 29Your vision is to no
purpose, your use of secret arts gives a false answer, to put it on the necks
of evil-doers who are wounded to death, whose day has come, in the time of
the last punishment. 30Goback into your cover. In the placewhere youwere
made, in the land from which you were taken, I will be your judge. 31And
I will let loose my burning passion on you, breathing out on you the fire of
my wrath: and I will give you up into the hands of men like beasts, trained
to destruction. 32Youwill be food for the fire; your bloodwill be drained out
in the land; therewill be nomorememory of you: for I the Lord have said it.

22
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2And you, son ofman, will

you be a judge, will you be a judge of the town of blood? then make clear
to her all her disgusting ways. 3 And you are to say, This is what the Lord
has said: A town causing blood to be drained out in her streets so that her
time may come, and making images in her to make her unclean! 4 You are
responsible for the blood drained out by you, and you are unclean through
the images which you have made; and you have made your day come near,
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and the time of your judging has come; for this cause I have made you a
nameof shame to thenationsandacauseof laughing toall countries. 5Those
who are near and those who are far from you will make sport of you; your
name is unclean, you are full of sounds of fear. 6 See, the rulers of Israel,
every one in his family, have been causing death in you. 7 In you they have
had no respect for father and mother; in you they have been cruel to the
man from a strange land; in you they have done wrong to the child without
a father and to the widow. 8 You have made little of my holy things, and
have made my Sabbaths unclean. 9 In you there are men who say evil of
others, causing death; in you they have taken the flesh with the blood for
food; in your streets they have put evil designs into effect. 10 In you they
have let the shame of their fathers be seen; in you they have done wrong
to a woman at the time when she was unclean. 11And in you one man has
done what was disgusting with his neighbour's wife; and another hasmade
his daughter-in-law unclean; and another has done wrong to his sister, his
father's daughter. 12 In you they have taken rewards as the price of blood;
you have taken interest and great profits, and you have taken away your
neighbours' goods by force, and have not kept me in mind, says the Lord.
13 See, then, I have made my hands come together in wrath against your
taking of goods by force and against the blood which has been flowing in
you. 14Will your heart be high or your hands strong in the days when I take
you in hand? I the Lord have said it and will do it. 15 And I will send you
in flight among the nations and wandering among the countries; and I will
completely take away out of you everything which is unclean. 16 And you
will bemade lowbefore theeyesof thenations; and itwill be clear toyou that
I am the Lord. 17And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 18Son ofman,
the children of Israel have become like the poorest sort of waste metal to
me: they are all silver andbrass and tin and iron and leadmixedwithwaste.
19For this cause theLordhas said: Becauseyouhaveall becomewastemetal,
see, I will get you together inside Jerusalem. 20As they put silver and brass
and iron and lead and tin together inside the oven, heating up the fire on it
tomake it soft; sowill I get you together inmywrath and inmypassion, and,
heating the fire with my breath, will make you soft. 21 Yes, I will take you,
breathing on you the fire of my wrath, and you will become soft in it. 22As
silver becomes soft in the oven, so you will become soft in it; and you will
be certain that I the Lord have let loose my passion on you. 23And the word
of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 Son of man, say to her, You are a land on
which no rain or thunderstorm has come in the day of wrath. 25Her rulers
in her are like a loud-voiced lion violently taking his food; they havemade a
meal of souls; they have takenwealth and valued property; they havemade
great the number of widows in her. 26Her priests have been acting violently
against my law; they have made my holy things unclean: they have made
no division between what is holy and what is common, and they have not
made it clear that the unclean is different from the clean, and their eyes
have been shut to my Sabbaths, and I am not honoured among them. 27Her
rulers inher are likewolves violently taking their food; puttingmen todeath
and causing the destruction of souls, so that theymay get their profit. 28And
her prophets have beenusingwhitewash, seeing foolish visions andmaking
false use of secret arts, saying, This is what the Lord has said, when the Lord
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has said nothing. 29 The people of the land have been acting cruelly, taking
men's goods by force; they have been hard on the poor and those in need,
and have done wrong to the man from a strange land. 30And I was looking
for a man among themwho would make up the wall and take his station in
the broken place beforeme for the land, so that Imight not send destruction
on it: but there was no one. 31And I let loose my passion on them, and have
put an end to them in the fire of my wrath: I have made the punishment of
their ways come on their heads, says the Lord.

23
1Theword of the Lord came tome again, saying, 2Son of man, there were

two women, daughters of onemother: 3They were acting like loose women
in Egypt; when they were young their behaviour was loose: there their
breasts were crushed, even the points of their young breasts were crushed.
4 Their names were Oholah, the older, and Oholibah, her sister: and they
became mine, and gave birth to sons and daughters. As for their names,
Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem, Oholibah. 5 And Oholah was untrue to
me when she was mine; she was full of desire for her lovers, even for the
Assyrians, her neighbours, 6Whowere clothed in blue, captains and rulers,
all of them young men to be desired, horsemen seated on horses. 7 And
she gave her unclean love to them, all of them the noblest men of Assyria:
and she made herself unclean with the images of all who were desired by
her. 8And she has not given up her loose ways from the time when she was
in Egypt; for when she was young they were her lovers, and by them her
young breasts were crushed, and they let loose on her their unclean desire.
9 For this cause I gave her up into the hands of her lovers, into the hands
of the Assyrians on whom her desire was fixed. 10 By these her shame was
uncovered: they took her sons and daughters and put her to death with
the sword: and she became a cause of wonder to women; for they gave
her the punishment which was right. 11 And her sister Oholibah saw this,
but her desire was even more unmeasured, and her loose behaviour was
worse than that of her sister. 12 She was full of desire for the Assyrians,
captains and rulers, her neighbours, clothed in blue, horsemen going on
horses, all of them young men to be desired. 13 And I saw that she had
become unclean; the two of them went the same way. 14 And her loose
behaviour became worse; for she saw men pictured on a wall, pictures of
the Chaldaeans painted in bright red, 15With bands round their bodies and
withhead-dresses hanging round their heads, all of them looking like rulers,
like the Babylonians, the land of whose birth is Chaldaea. 16 And when
she saw them she was full of desire for them, and sent servants to them
in Chaldaea. 17 And the Babylonians came to her, into the bed of love, and
made her unclean with their loose desire, and she became unclean with
them, and her soul was turned from them. 18 So her loose behaviour was
clearly seen and her shame uncovered: then my soul was turned from her
as it had been turned from her sister. 19But still she went on the more with
her loose behaviour, keeping in mind the early days when she had been
a loose woman in the land of Egypt. 20 And she was full of desire for her
lovers, whose flesh is like the flesh of asses and whose seed is like the seed
of horses. 21And she made the memory of the loose ways of her early years
come back tomind, when her young breasts were crushed by the Egyptians.
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22For this cause, O Oholibah, this is what the Lord has said: See, I will make
your lovers come up against you, even those fromwhomyour soul is turned
away in disgust; and I will make them come up against you on every side;
23The Babylonians and all the Chaldaeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all
the Assyrians with them: young men to be desired, captains and rulers all
of them, and chiefs, her neighbours, all of them on horseback. 24And they
will come against you from the north on horseback, withwar-carriages and
a great band of peoples; they will put themselves in order against you with
breastplate and body-cover and metal head-dress round about you: and I
will make them your judges, and they will give their decision against you as
seems right to them. 25 And my bitter feeling will be working against you,
and they will take you in hand with passion; they will take away your nose
andyourears, and the rest of youwill beput to the sword: theywill takeyour
sons and daughters, and the rest of you will be burned up in the fire. 26And
theywill take all your clothing off you and take away your ornaments. 27So I
will put an end to your evilways andyour loosebehaviourwhich came from
the land of Egypt: and your eyes will never be lifted up to them again, and
youwill havenomorememoryof Egypt. 28For this iswhat theLordhas said:
See, I will give you up into the hands of those who are hated by you, into the
hands of those fromwhom your soul is turned away in disgust: 29And they
will take you in hand with hate, and take away all the fruit of your work,
and let you be unveiled and without clothing: and the shame of your loose
behaviourwill be uncovered, your evil designs and your looseways. 30They
will do these things to you because you have been untrue to me, and have
gone after the nations, and have become unclean with their images. 31 You
have gone in the way of your sister; and I will give her cup into your hand.
32 This is what the Lord has said: You will take a drink from your sister's
cup, which is deep and wide: you will be laughed at and looked down on,
more than you are able to undergo. 33Youwill be broken and full of sorrow,
with the cup ofwonder and destruction, with the cup of your sister Samaria.
34And after drinking it and draining it out, you will take the last drops of it
to the end, pulling off your breasts: for I have said it, says the Lord. 35So this
is what the Lord has said: Because you have not kept me in your memory,
and because your back has been turned to me, you will even undergo the
punishment of your evil designs and your loose ways. 36Then the Lord said
tome: Son ofman,will you be the judge of Oholibah? thenmake clear to her
the disgusting things she has done. 37For she has been false tome, andblood
is on her hands, and with her images she has been untrue; and more than
this, shemade her sons, whom she had byme, go through the fire to them to
be burned up. 38Further, this is what she has done to me: she has made my
holy place unclean andhasmademySabbaths unclean. 39Forwhen she had
made an offering of her children to her images, she came intomy holy place
to make it unclean; see, this is what she has done inside my house. 40 And
she even sent for men to come from far away, to whom a servant was sent,
and they came: for whom she was washing her body and painting her eyes
andmaking herself fair with ornaments. 41And she took her seat on a great
bed, with a table put ready before it on which she put my perfume and my
oil. 42 ... and they put jewels on her hands and beautiful crowns on her head.
43Then I said ... now she will go on with her loose ways. 44And they went in
to her, as men go to a loose woman: so they went in to Oholibah, the loose
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woman. 45 And upright men will be her judges, judging her as false wives
and women who take lives are judged; because she has been untrue to me
and blood is on her hands. 46For this is what the Lord has said: I will make a
great meeting of the people come together against her, and will send on her
shaking fear and take everything fromher. 47And themeeting, after stoning
her with stones, will put an end to her with their swords; they will put her
sons and daughters to death and have her house burned upwith fire. 48And
I will put an end to evil in all the land, teaching all women not to do as you
have done. 49And I will send on you the punishment of your evil ways, and
youwill be rewarded for your sinswith your images: andyouwill be certain
that I am the Lord.

24
1And thewordof theLordcame tome in theninthyear, in the tenthmonth,

on the tenth day of the month, saying, 2 Son of man, put down in writing
this very day: The king of Babylon let loose the weight of his attack against
Jerusalem on this very day. 3And make a comparison for this uncontrolled
people, and say to them, This is what the Lord has said: Put on the cooking-
pot, put it on the fire and put water in it: 4And get the bits together, the fat
tail, every good part, the leg and the top part of it: make it full of the best
bones. 5Take the best of the flock, put much wood under it: see that its bits
are boiling well; let the bones be cooked inside it. 6For this is what the Lord
has said: A curse is on the town of blood, the cooking-pot which is unclean
inside, which has never been made clean! take out its bits; its fate is still
to come on it. 7 For her blood is in her; she has put it on the open rock not
draining it on to the earth so that it might be covered with dust; 8 In order
that itmightmakewrath comeup to give punishment, she has put her blood
on the open rock, so that it may not be covered. 9 For this cause the Lord
has said: A curse is on the town of blood! and I will make great the burning
mass. 10 Put on much wood, heating up the fire, boiling the flesh well, and
making the soup thick, and let the bones be burned. 11 And I will put her
on the coals so that shemay be heated and her brass burned, so that what is
unclean inhermaybecomesoft andherwastebe completely takenaway. 12 I
have mademyself tired to no purpose: still all the waste which is in her has
not come out, it has an evil smell. 13As for your unclean purpose: because I
have been attempting tomake you clean, but you have not beenmade clean
from it, you will not be made clean till I have let loose my passion on you in
full measure. 14 I the Lord have said the word and I will do it; I will not go
back or havemercy, andmy purpose will not be changed; in themeasure of
your ways and of your evil doings you will be judged, says the Lord. 15And
theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 16Sonofman, see, I am taking away
the desire of your eyes by disease: but let there be no sorrow or weeping or
drops running from your eyes. 17Let there be no sound of sorrow; make no
weeping for your dead, put on your head-dress and your shoes on your feet,
let not your lips be covered, and do not take the food of those in grief. 18 So
in the morning I was teaching the people and in the evening death took my
wife; and in the morning I did what I had been ordered to do. 19 And the
people said to me, Will you not make clear to us the sense of these things; is
it for us you do them? 20 Then I said to them, The word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 21 Say to the people of Israel, The Lord has said, See, I will make
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myholy place unclean, the pride of your strength, the pleasure of your eyes,
and the desire of your soul; and your sons and daughters, who did not come
with you here, will be put to the sword. 22And you will do as I have done,
not covering your lips or taking the food of those in grief. 23And your head-
dresses will be on your heads and your shoes on your feet: there will be no
sorrow orweeping; but youwill bewasting away in the punishment of your
evil-doing, and youwill be looking at one another in wonder. 24And Ezekiel
will be a sign to you; everything he has done you will do: when this takes
place, you will be certain that I am the Lord. 25And as for you, son of man,
yourmouthwill be shut in the daywhen I take from them their strength, the
joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which their hearts are
fixed, and their sons anddaughters. 26 In that day, onewhohas got away safe
will come to you to give younewsof it. 27 In that day yourmouthwill be open
to him who has got away safe, and you will say words to him and your lips
will no longer be shut: so you will be a sign to them and they will be certain
that I am the Lord.

25
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned to the children of Ammon, and be a prophet against them: 3And
say to the children of Ammon, Give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what
the Lord has said: Because you said, Aha! againstmy holy placewhen it was
made unclean, and against the land of Israel when it was made waste, and
against the people of Judah when they were taken away as prisoners; 4 For
this cause I will give you up to the children of the east for their heritage, and
they will put their tent-circles in you and make their houses in you; they
will take your fruit for their food and your milk for their drink. 5 And I
will make Rabbah a place for housing camels, and the children of Ammon
a resting-place for flocks: and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 6 For
the Lord has said, Because you have made sounds of joy with your hands,
stamping your feet, and have been glad, putting shamewith all your soul on
the land of Israel; 7 For this cause my hand has been stretched out against
you, and I will give up your goods to be taken by the nations; I will have you
cut off from the peoples and will put an end to you among the countries: I
will give you up to destruction; and you will be certain that I am the Lord.
8This is what the Lord has said: Because Moab and Seir are saying, See, the
people of Judah are like all the nations; 9 For this cause, I will let the side of
Moab be uncovered, and his towns on every side, the glory of the land, Beth-
jeshimoth, Baal-meonandas far asKiriathaim. 10To the childrenof the east I
have givenher for aheritage, aswell as the childrenofAmmon, so that there
may be no memory of her among the nations: 11And I will be the judge of
Moab; and theywill see that I am the Lord. 12This is what the Lord has said:
BecauseEdomhas takenhispayment fromthepeopleof Judah, andhasdone
great wrong in taking payment from them; 13 The Lord has said, My hand
will be stretched out against Edom, cutting off from it man and beast: and I
will make it waste, from Teman even as far as Dedan they will be put to the
sword. 14 I will take payment from Edom because of my people Israel; and I
will take Edom in hand in my wrath and in my passion: and they will have
experience of my reward, says the Lord. 15 This is what the Lord has said:
Because the Philistines have taken payment, with the purpose of causing
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shame and destruction with unending hate; 16 The Lord has said, See, my
handwill be stretched out against the Philistines, cutting off the Cherethites
and sending destruction on the rest of the sea-land. 17And I will take great
payment from themwith acts ofwrath; and theywill be certain that I am the
Lord when I sendmy punishment on them.

26
1 Now in the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of

the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, because Tyre has said against
Jerusalem, Aha, she who was the doorway of the peoples is broken; she is
turnedover to them; shewhowas full ismadewaste; 3For this cause theLord
has said, See, I am against you, O Tyre, andwill send up a number of nations
against you as the sea sends up its waves. 4And they will give the walls of
Tyre to destruction andhave its towers broken: and Iwill take evenher dust
away fromher, andmake her an uncovered rock 5Shewill be a place for the
stretching out of nets in themiddle of the sea; for I have said it, says theLord:
and her goods will be given over to the nations. 6And her daughters in the
open country will be put to the sword: and they will be certain that I am the
Lord. 7For this is what the Lord has said: See, I will send up from the north
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, king of kings, against Tyre, with horses
andwar-carriages andwith an army and great numbers of people. 8Hewill
put to the sword your daughters in the open country: he will make strong
walls against you and put up an earthwork against you, arming himself for
war against you. 9He will put up his engines of war against your walls, and
your towerswill bebrokendownbyhis axes. 10Becauseof thenumberof his
horses youwill be coveredwith their dust: your walls will be shaking at the
noise of the horsemen and of the wheels and of the war-carriages, when he
comes through your doorways, as into a townwhich has been broken open.
11 Your streets will be stamped down by the feet of his horses: he will put
your people to the sword, and will send down the pillars of your strength to
the earth. 12Theywill take by force all yourwealth and go offwith the goods
with which you do trade: they will have your walls broken down and all
the houses of your desire given up to destruction: they will put your stones
and your wood and your dust deep in the water. 13 I will put an end to the
noise of your songs, and the soundof your instruments ofmusicwill be gone
for ever. 14 I will make you an uncovered rock: you will be a place for the
stretching out of nets; there will be no building you up again: for I the Lord
have said it, says the Lord. 15This is what the Lord has said to Tyre: Will not
the sea-lands be shaking at the sound of your fall, when the wounded give
cries of pain, when men are put to the sword in you? 16 Then all the rulers
of the sea will come down from their high seats, and put away their robes
and take off their clothing of needlework: they will put on the clothing of
grief, they will take their seats on the earth, shaking with fear everyminute
and overcome with wonder at you. 17And they will send up a song of grief
for you, and say to you,What destruction has come on you, how are you cut
off from the sea, the noted town, which was strong in the sea, she and her
people, causing the fear of them to come on all the dry land! 18Now the sea-
lands will be shaking in the day of your fall; and all the ships on the sea will
be overcome with fear at your going. 19 For this is what the Lord has said:
I will make you a waste town, like the towns which are unpeopled; when I
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make the deep come upon you, covering you with great waters. 20 Then I
will make you go downwith those who go down into the underworld, to the
people of the past, causing your living-place to be in the deepest parts of the
earth, in places long unpeopled, with those who go down into the deep, so
that therewill be no one living in you; and youwill have no glory in the land
of the living. 21 I will make you a thing of fear, and you will come to an end:
even if you are looked for, you will not be seen again for ever, says the Lord.

27
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2And you, son of man,

make a song of grief for Tyre; 3And say to Tyre, O you who are seated at the
doorway of the sea, trading for the peoples with the great sea-lands, these
are the words of the Lord: You, O Tyre, have said, I am a ship completely
beautiful. 4 Your builders have made your outlines in the heart of the seas,
they havemade you completely beautiful. 5They havemade all your boards
of fir-trees from Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make the
supports for your sails. 6 Of oak-trees from Bashan they have made your
driving blades; they have made your floors of ivory and boxwood from the
sea-lands of Kittim. 7 The best linen with needlework from Egypt was your
sail, stretched out to be a flag for you; blue and purple from the sea-lands
of Elishah gave you shade. 8 The people of Zidon and Arvad were your
boatmen; thewisemen of Zemerwere in you; theywere guiding your ships;
9 The responsible men of Gebal and its wise men were in you, making your
boards watertight: all the ships of the sea with their seamen were in you
trading in your goods. 10Cush andLud andPutwere in your army, yourmen
of war, hanging up their body-covers and head-dresses of war in you: they
gave you your glory. 11The men of Arvad in your army were on your walls,
and were watchmen in your towers, hanging up their arms on your walls
round about; they made you completely beautiful. 12Tarshish did business
with you because of the great amount of your wealth; they gave silver, iron,
tin, and lead foryourgoods. 13 Javan, Tubal, andMeshechwereyour traders;
they gave living men and brass vessels for your goods. 14 The people of
Togarmah gave horses andwar-horses and transport beasts for your goods.
15 The men of Rodan were your traders: a great number of sea-lands did
business with you: they gave you horns of ivory and ebony as an offering.
16Edom did business with you because of the great number of things which
you made; they gave emeralds, purple, and needlework, and the best linen
and coral and rubies for your goods. 17 Judah and the land of Israel were
your traders; they gave grain of Minnith and sweet cakes and honey and oil
and perfume for your goods. 18 Damascus did business with you because
of the great amount of your wealth, with wine of Helbon and white wool.
19 ... for your goods: they gave polished iron and spices for your goods.
20Dedan did trade with you in cloths for the backs of horses. 21Arabia and
all the rulers of Kedar did business with you; in lambs and sheep and goats,
in these they did business with you. 22 The traders of Sheba and Raamah
did trade with you; they gave the best of all sorts of spices and all sorts of
stones of great price and gold for your goods. 23 Haran and Canneh and
Eden, the traders of Asshur and all the Medes: 24 These were your traders
in beautiful robes, in rolls of blue and needlework, and in chests of coloured
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cloth, corded with cords and made of cedar-wood, in them they did trade
with you. 25Tarshish ships did business for you in your goods: and youwere
made full, and greatwas your glory in the heart of the seas. 26Your boatmen
have taken you into great waters: you have been broken by the east wind
in the heart of the seas. 27 Your wealth and your goods, the things in which
you do trade, your seamen and those guiding your ships, those who make
your boardswatertight, and thosewho do business with your goods, and all
your men of war who are in you, with all who have come together in you,
will go down into the heart of the seas in the day of your downfall. 28At the
sound of the cry of your ships' guides, the boards of the shipwill be shaking.
29 And all the boatmen, the seamen and those who are expert at guiding a
ship through the sea, will come down from their ships and take their places
on the land; 30And their voiceswill be soundingoveryou, andcryingbitterly
they will put dust on their heads, rolling themselves in the dust: 31And they
will have thehair of their heads cut offbecause of you, andwill put haircloth
on their bodies, weeping for you with bitter grief in their souls, even with
bitter sorrow. 32And in their weeping theywill make a song of grief for you,
sorrowing over you and saying,Who is like Tyre, who has come to an end in
thedeepsea? 33Whenyourgoodswentoutover the seas, youmadenumbers
of peoples full; the wealth of the kings of the earth was increased with your
great wealth and all your goods. 34Now that you are broken by the seas in
the deepwaters, your goods andall your peoplewill go downwith you. 35All
thepeopleof the sea-landsareovercomewithwonderat you, and theirkings
are full of fear, their faces are troubled. 36Thosewho do business among the
peoplesmake soundsof surprise at you; youhavebecomea thingof fear, you
have come to an end for ever.

28
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, say to

the ruler of Tyre, This is what the Lord has said: Because your heart has
been lifted up, and you have said, I am a god, I am seated on the seat of
God in the heart of the seas; but you are man and not God, though you have
made your heart as the heart of God: 3 See, you are wiser than Daniel; there
is no secret which is deeper than your knowledge: 4 By your wisdom and
deep knowledge you have got power for yourself, and put silver and gold in
your store-houses: 5By your great wisdom and by your trade your power is
increased, and your heart is lifted upbecause of your power: 6For this cause
the Lord has said: Because you have made your heart as the heart of God,
7See, I am sending against you strangemen, feared among the nations: they
will let loose their swords against your bright wisdom, they will make your
glory a common thing. 8 They will send you down to the underworld, and
your deathwill be the death of thosewho are put to the sword in the heart of
the seas. 9Will yousay, in the faceof thosewhoare takingyour life, I amGod?
but you are man and not God in the hands of those who are wounding you.
10Your deathwill be the death of thosewho arewithout circumcision, by the
hands of men from strange lands: for I have said it, says the Lord. 11 Then
the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 12Son of man, make a song of grief
for the king of Tyre, and say to him, This is what the Lord has said: You are
all-wise and completely beautiful; 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God;
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every stone of great price was your clothing, the sardius, the topaz, and the
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the emerald and the carbuncle:
your store-houses were full of gold, and things of great price were in you; in
the day when you were made they were got ready. 14 I gave you your place
with the winged one; I put you on the mountain of God; you went up and
down among the stones of fire. 15There has been no evil in your ways from
the day when you were made, till sin was seen in you. 16 Through all your
trading you have become full of violent ways, and have done evil: so I sent
you out shamed from the mountain of God; the winged one put an end to
you from among the stones of fire. 17 Your heart was lifted up because you
were beautiful, you made your wisdom evil through your sin: I have sent
you down, even to the earth; I havemade you low before kings, so that they
mayseeyou. 18Byall your sin, evenbyyourevil trading, youhavemadeyour
holy places unclean; so I will make a fire come out from you, it will make a
meal of you, and I will make you as dust on the earth before the eyes of all
who see you. 19All who have knowledge of you among the peoples will be
overcomewithwonder at you: youhave becomea thing of fear, and youwill
never be seen again. 20And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 Son
ofman, let your face be turned to Zidon, and be a prophet against it, and say,
22These are the words of the Lord: See, I am against you, O Zidon; and I will
get glory formyself inyou: and theywill be certain that I amtheLord,when I
sendmypunishments onher, and Iwill be seen to be holy in her. 23And Iwill
sendonher disease andblood inher streets; and thewoundedwill be falling
in the middle of her, and the sword will be against her on every side; and
theywill be certain that I am the Lord. 24And therewill no longer be a plant
with sharppointswounding the childrenof Israel, or a thorn troubling them
among any who are round about them, who put shame on them; and they
will be certain that I am the Lord. 25This is what the Lord has said: When I
have got together the children of Israel from the peoples amongwhom they
arewandering, andhavebeenmadeholy among thembefore the eyes of the
nations, then they will have rest in the land which is theirs, which I gave to
myservant Jacob 26And theywill be safe there, buildinghouses andplanting
vine-gardens and living without fear; when I have sent my punishments on
all thosewhoput shameon themround about them; and theywill be certain
that I am the Lord their God.

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenthmonth, on the twelfth day of themonth, the

word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned
against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and be a prophet against him and against all
Egypt: 3 Say to them, These are the words of the Lord: See, I am against you,
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great river-beast stretched out among his Nile
streams, who has said, The Nile ismine, and I havemade it formyself. 4And
I will put hooks in yourmouth, and the fish of your streams will be hanging
from your skin; and I will make you come up out of your streams, with all
the fish of your streams hanging fromyour skin. 5And Iwill let you be in the
waste land, you andall thefishof your streams: youwill go downon the face
of the land; you will not be taken up or put to rest in the earth; I have given
you for food to the beasts of thefield and thebirds of theheaven. 6And itwill
be clear to all thepeople of Egypt that I am theLord, becauseyouhavebeena
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false support to the children of Israel. 7When they took a grip of you in their
hands, you were crushed so that their arms were broken: and when they
put their weight on you for support, you were broken and all their muscles
gave way. 8 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am sending a sword on
you, cutting off from you man and beast. 9And the land of Egypt will be an
unpeopled waste; and they will be certain that I am the Lord: because he
has said, The Nile is mine, and I made it. 10 See, then, I am against you and
against your streams, and Iwillmake the land of Egypt an unpeopledwaste,
fromMigdol to Syene, even as far as the edge of Ethiopia. 11No foot of man
will go through it and no foot of beast, and it will be unpeopled for forty
years. 12 I will make the land of Egypt a waste among the countries which
are made waste, and her towns will be unpeopled among the towns which
have beenmadewaste, for forty years: and Iwill send the Egyptians inflight
among the nations andwandering through the countries. 13For this is what
the Lord has said: At the end of forty years I will get the Egyptians together
from the peopleswhere they have gone in flight: 14 I will let the fate of Egypt
be changed, andwillmake them comeback into the land of Pathros, into the
land fromwhich theycame; and there theywill beanunimportantkingdom.
15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms, and never again will it be lifted up
over thenations: Iwillmake themsmall, so that theymaynot have rule over
the nations. 16And Egypt will no longer be the hope of the children of Israel,
causing sin to come to mind when their eyes are turned to them: and they
will be certain that I am the Lord. 17Now in the twenty-seventh year, in the
first month, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, 18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, made his army do
hardworkagainst Tyre, and thehair cameoffeveryheadandeveryarmwas
rubbed smooth: but he andhis army got no payment out of Tyre for the hard
work which he had done against it. 19 For this cause the Lord has said: See,
I am giving the land of Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon: he will
take away her wealth, and take her goods by force and everything which is
there; and thiswill be the payment for his army. 20 I have given him the land
of Egypt as the reward for his hardwork, because theywereworking forme,
says the Lord. 21 In that day I will make a horn put out buds for the children
of Israel, and Iwill let yourwords come freely among them, and theywill be
certain that I am the Lord.

30
1Thewordof theLordcametomeagain, saying, 2Sonofman, beaprophet,

andsay, Theseare thewordsof theLord: Giveacry,Aha, for theday! 3For the
day is near, the day of the Lord is near, a day of cloud; itwill be the time of the
nations. 4Anda swordwill comeonEgypt, and cruel painwill be inEthiopia,
when they are falling by the sword in Egypt; and they will take away her
wealth and her bases will be broken down. 5Ethiopia and Put and Lud and
all themixedpeopleandLibyaand thechildrenof the landof theCherethites
will all be put to death with them by the sword. 6 This is what the Lord has
said: The supporters of Egyptwill have a fall, and the pride of her powerwill
comedown: fromMigdol to Syene theywill be put to the sword in it, says the
Lord. 7And she will be made waste among the countries which have been
made waste, and her towns will be among the towns which are unpeopled.
8And they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I have put a fire in Egypt
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and all her helpers are broken. 9 In that day men will go out quickly to take
the news, causing fear in untroubled Ethiopia; and bitter pain will come on
them as in the day of Egypt; for see, it is coming. 10 This is what the Lord
has said: I will put an end to great numbers of the people of Egypt by the
hand of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 11He and the people with him,
causing fear among the nations, will be sent for the destruction of the land;
their swords will be let loose against Egypt and the land will be full of dead.
12And Iwill make the Nile streams dry, andwill give the land into the hands
of evilmen, causing the landandeverything in it tobewastedby thehandsof
men from a strange country: I the Lord have said it. 13This is what the Lord
has said: In addition to this, I will give up the images to destruction and put
an end to the false gods inNoph; never againwill there be a ruler in the land
of Egypt: and Iwill put a fear in the land of Egypt. 14And Iwill make Pathros
a waste, and put a fire in Zoan, and sendmy punishments on No. 15 I will let
loose my wrath on Sin, the strong place of Egypt, cutting off the mass of the
people of No. 16And I will put a fire in Egypt; Syene will be twisting in pain,
and No will be broken into, as by the onrush of waters. 17 The young men
of On and Pi-beseth will be put to the sword: and these towns will be taken
away prisoners. 18And at Tehaphnehes the day will become dark, when the
yoke of Egypt is broken there, and the pride of her power comes to an end:
as for her, she will be covered with a cloud, and her daughters will be taken
away prisoners. 19And I will send my punishments on Egypt: and they will
be certain that I am the Lord. 20Now in the eleventh year, in the firstmonth,
on the seventh day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
21 Son of man, the arm of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, has been broken by me,
and no band has been put round it tomake it well, no band has been twisted
round it to make it strong for gripping the sword. 22 For this cause the Lord
has said: See, I am against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and byme his strong arm
will be broken; and I will make the sword go out of his hand. 23 And I will
send the Egyptians in flight among the nations and wandering through the
countries. 24 And I will make the arms of the king of Babylon strong, and
will put my sword in his hand: but Pharaoh's arms will be broken, and he
will give cries of pain before him like the cries of a man wounded to death.
25 And I will make the arms of the king of Babylon strong, and the arms of
Pharaoh will be hanging down; and they will be certain that I am the Lord,
when I putmy sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and it is stretched
out against the land of Egypt. 26And Iwill send the Egyptians inflight among
the nations and wandering through the countries; and they will be certain
that I am the Lord.

31
1 Now in the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the

month, thewordof theLordcametome, saying, 2Sonofman, say toPharaoh,
king of Egypt, and to his people; Whom are you like in your great power?
3 See, a pine-tree with beautiful branches and thick growth, giving shade
and very tall; and its top was among the clouds. 4 It got strength from the
waters and the deep made it tall: its streams went round about its planted
land and it sent out its waterways to all the trees of the field. 5 In this way it
became taller than all the trees of the field; and its branches were increased
and its arms became long because of the great waters. 6 In its branches all
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the birds of heaven came to rest, andunder its arms all the beasts of the field
gave birth to their young, and great nations were living in its shade. 7 So
it was beautiful, being so tall and its branches so long, for its root was by
great waters. 8No cedars were equal to it in the garden of God; the fir-trees
were not like its branches, and plane-trees were as nothing in comparison
with its arms; no tree in the garden of God was so beautiful. 9 I made it
beautiful with its mass of branches: so that all the trees in the garden of
God were full of envy of it. 10 For this cause the Lord has said: Because he
is tall, and has put his top among the clouds, and his heart is full of pride
because he is so high, 11 I have given him up into the hands of a strong one
of the nations; he will certainly give him the reward of his sin, driving him
out. 12Andmen fromstrange lands,who are to be feared among thenations,
after cutting himoff, have let himbe: on themountains and in all the valleys
his branches have come down; his arms are broken by all the waterways of
the land; all the peoples of the earth have gone from his shade, and have
let him be. 13All the birds of heaven have come to rest on his broken stem
where it is stretched on the earth, and all the beasts of the field will be on
his branches: 14 In order that no trees by thewatersmay be lifted up in their
growth, putting their tops among the clouds; and that no trees which are
watered may take their place on high: for they are all given up to death, to
the lowest parts of the earth among the children of men, with those who go
down to the underworld. 15 This is what the Lord has said: The day when
he goes down to the underworld, I will make the deep full of grief for him; I
will keep back her streams and the great waters will be stopped: I will make
Lebanon dark for him, and all the trees of the field will be feeble because of
him. 16 Iwill send shaking on the nations at the sound of his fall, when I send
him down to the underworldwith thosewho go down into the deep: and on
earth they will be comforting themselves, all the trees of Eden, the best of
Lebanon, evenall thewateredones. 17And theywill godownwithhim to the
underworld, to thosewho have been put to the sword; even thosewhowere
his helpers, living under his shade among the nations 18Whom then are you
like? for youwill be sent downwith the trees of Eden into the lowest parts of
theearth: thereyouwill be stretchedout among thosewithout circumcision,
with those who were put to the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his people,
says the Lord.

32
1And it came about in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first

day of themonth, that theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman,
make a song of grief for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and say to him, Young lion
of the nations, destruction has come on you; and you were like a sea-beast
in the seas, sending out bursts of water, troubling the waters with your feet,
making their streams dirty. 3 This is what the Lord has said: My net will be
stretched out over you, and I will take you up in my fishing-net. 4And I will
let you be stretched on the land; I will send you out violently into the open
field; I will let all the birds of heaven come to rest on you and will make the
beasts of all the earth full of you. 5And Iwill put yourfleshon themountains,
andmake the valleys full of your blood. 6And the land will be watered with
your blood, and thewaterwayswill be full of you. 7Andwhen I put out your
life, the heaven will be covered and its stars made dark; I will let the sun be



Ezekiel 32:8 864 Ezekiel 32:28

covered with a cloud and the moon will not give her light. 8 All the bright
lights of heaven I will make dark over you, and put dark night on your land,
says the Lord. 9And the hearts of numbers of peopleswill be troubled, when
I send your prisoners among the nations, into a country which is strange to
you. 10And I will make a number of peoples overcome with wonder at you,
and their kings will be full of fear because of you, whenmy sword is waved
before them: they will be shaking every minute, every man fearing for his
life, in the day of your fall. 11 For this is what the Lord has said: The sword
of the king of Babylon will come on you. 12 I will let the swords of the strong
be the cause of the fall of your people; all of them men to be feared among
the nations: and they will make waste the pride of Egypt, and all its people
will come to destruction. 13 And I will put an end to all her beasts which
are by the great waters, and they will never again be troubled by the foot
of man or by the feet of beasts. 14 Then I will make their waters clear and
their rivers will be flowing like oil, says the Lord. 15When I make Egypt an
unpeopled waste, cutting off from the land all the things in it; when I send
punishment on all those living in it, then itwill be clear to them that I am the
Lord. 16 It is a song of grief, and people will give voice to it, the daughters of
the nations will give voice to it, even for Egypt and all her people, says the
Lord. 17And in the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of the month, the word
of theLordcame tome, saying, 18Sonofman, let yourvoicebe loud in sorrow
for the people of Egypt and send them down, even you and the daughters
of the nations; I will send them down into the lowest parts of the earth,
with those who go down into the underworld. 19 Are you more beautiful
than any? go down, and take your rest among those without circumcision,
20 Among those who have been put to the sword: they will give a resting-
place with them to all their people. 21The strong among the great ones will
say tohim from theunderworld, Are youmorebeautiful thanany? godown,
youandyourhelpers, and take your rest among thosewithout circumcision,
and those who have been put to the sword. 22 There is Asshur and all her
army, round about her last resting-place: all of them put to death by the
sword: 23Whose resting-places are in the inmost parts of the underworld,
who were a cause of fear in the land of the living. 24 There is Elam and all
her people, round about her last resting-place: all of them put to death by
the sword, who have gone downwithout circumcision into the lowest parts
of the earth, who were a cause of fear in the land of the living, and are put
to shame with those who go down to the underworld: 25 They have made a
bed for her among the dead, and all her people are round about her resting-
place: all of them without circumcision, put to death with the sword; for
they were a cause of fear in the land of the living, and are put to shame
with those who go down to the underworld: they have been given a place
among those who have been put to the sword. 26 There is Meshech, Tubal,
and all her people, round about her last resting-place: all of them without
circumcision, put to death by the sword; for they were a cause of fear in the
land of the living. 27 And they have been put to rest with the fighting men
who came to their end in days long past, whowent down to the underworld
with their instruments of war, placing their swords under their heads, and
their body-covers are over their bones; for their strengthwas a cause of fear
in the land of the living. 28But you will have your bed among those without
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circumcision, and will be put to rest with those who have been put to death
with the sword. 29 There is Edom, her kings and all her princes, who have
been given a resting-place with those who were put to the sword: they will
be resting among thosewithout circumcision, evenwith thosewho go down
to theunderworld. 30Thereare the chiefs of thenorth, all of them, andall the
Zidonians,whohave gonedownwith thosewhohave beenput to the sword:
they are shamed on account of all the fear caused by their strength; they are
resting there without circumcision, among those who have been put to the
sword, and are put to shame with those who go down to the underworld.
31Pharaohwill see themandbe comforted on account of all his people: even
Pharaoh and all his army, put to death by the sword, says the Lord. 32 For
he put his fear in the land of the living: and he will be put to rest among
thosewithout circumcision, with thosewho have been put to deathwith the
sword, even Pharaoh and all his people, says the Lord.

33
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, give aword to

the children of your people, and say to them, When I make the sword come
on a land, if the people of the land take a man from among their number
and make him their watchman: 3 If, when he sees the sword coming on the
land, by sounding the horn he gives the people news of their danger; 4Then
anyone who, hearing the sound of the horn, does not take note of it, will
himself be responsible for his death, if the sword comes and takes himaway.
5On hearing the sound of the horn, he did not take note; his blood will be
on him; for if he had taken note his life would have been safe. 6 But if the
watchman sees the sword coming, and does not give a note on the horn, and
the people have no word of the danger, and the sword comes and takes any
person from among them; he will be taken away in his sin, but I will make
the watchman responsible for his blood. 7 So you, son of man, I have made
youawatchman for the childrenof Israel; andyouare togiveear to theword
of my mouth and give them news from me of their danger. 8When I say to
the evil-doer, Deathwill certainly overtakeyou; andyou saynothing tomake
clear to the evil-doer thedanger of hisway; deathwill overtake that evilman
in his evil-doing, but I will make you responsible for his blood. 9 But if you
make clear to the evil-doer the danger of his way for the purpose of turning
him from it, and he is not turned from his way, death will overtake him in
his evil-doing, but your life will be safe. 10And you, son of man, say to the
children of Israel, You say, Our wrongdoing and our sins are on us and we
are wasting away in them; how then may we have life? 11 Say to them, By
my life, says the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the evil-doer; it is
more pleasing to me if he is turned from his way and has life: be turned,
be turned from your evil ways; why are you looking for death, O children
of Israel? 12 And you, son of man, say to the children of your people, The
righteousness of the uprightmanwill notmake him safe in the daywhen he
does wrong; and the evil-doing of the evil man will not be the cause of his
fall in the day when he is turned from his evil-doing; and the upright man
will not have life because of his righteousness in the day when he does evil.
13When I say to the upright that life will certainly be his; if he puts his faith
in his righteousness and does evil, not one of his upright acts will be kept in
memory; but in the evil he has done, death will overtake him. 14And when
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I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly be your fate; if he is turned from
his sin and does what is ordered and right; 15 If the evil-doer lets one who is
in his debt have backwhat is his, and gives backwhat he had taken by force,
and is guidedby the rules of life, doingnoevil; lifewill certainly behis, death
will not overtakehim. 16Not oneof the sinswhichhehas donewill be kept in
mind against him: he has done what is ordered and right, life will certainly
behis. 17But thechildrenofyourpeople say, Thewayof theLord isnot equal:
when it is they whose way is not equal. 18When the upright man, turning
away from his righteousness, does evil, death will overtake him in it. 19And
when the evil man, turning away from his evil-doing, does what is ordered
and right, he will get life by it. 20 And still you say, The way of the Lord is
not equal. O children of Israel, I will be your judge, giving to everyone the
reward of hisways. 21Now in the twelfth year afterwehadbeen taken away
prisoners, in the tenthmonth, on the fifth day of themonth, onewhohad got
away in flight from Jerusalem came tome, saying, The town has been taken.
22Now the hand of the Lord had been onme in the evening, before theman
who had got away came to me; and he made my mouth open, ready for his
coming to me in the morning; and mymouth was open and I was no longer
without voice. 23And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 24Sonofman,
thosewho are living in thesewaste places in the land of Israel say, Abraham
was but one, and he had land for his heritage: but we are a great number;
the land is given to us for our heritage. 25 For this cause say to them, This is
what the Lord has said: You take your meat with the blood, your eyes are
lifted up to your images, and you are takers of life: are you to have the land
for your heritage? 26 You put your faith in your swords, you do disgusting
things, everyone takes his neighbour's wife: are you to have the land for
your heritage? 27This is what you are to say to them: The Lord has said, By
my life, truly, thosewho are in thewaste placeswill be put to the sword, and
himwho is in the open field I will give to the beasts for their food, and those
whoare in the strongplaces and inholes in the rockswill come to their death
bydisease. 28And Iwillmake the landawaste andacauseofwonder, and the
pride of her strengthwill come to an end; and themountains of Israelwill be
made waste so that no one will go through. 29Then they will be certain that
I am the Lord, when I have made the land a waste and a cause of wonder,
because of all the disgusting things which they have done, 30And as for you,
sonofman, the childrenof yourpeople are talking together about youby the
walls and in the doorways of the houses, saying to one another, Come now,
give ear to the word which comes from the Lord. 31 And they come to you
as my people come, and are seated before you as my people, hearing your
words but doing them not: for deceit is in their mouth and their heart goes
after profit for themselves. 32And truly you are to them like a love song by
onewho has a very pleasing voice and is an expert player on an instrument:
for they give ear to your words but do them not. 33 And when this comes
about (see, it is coming), then it will be clear to them that a prophet has been
among them.

34
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet

against the keepers of the flock of Israel, and say to them, O keepers of the
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sheep! this is the word of the Lord: A curse is on the keepers of the flock
of Israel who take the food for themselves! is it not right for the keepers to
give the food to the sheep? 3You take themilk and are clothedwith thewool,
youput the fat beasts to death, but you give the sheepno food. 4Youhavenot
made the diseased ones strong ormadewell thatwhichwas ill; you have not
put bands on the broken or got back thatwhich had been sent away ormade
search for thewandering ones; and the strong you have been ruling cruelly.
5And theywerewandering in every direction because therewas no keeper:
and they became food for all the beasts of the field. 6 And my sheep went
out of theway, wandering through all themountains and on every high hill:
my sheepwent here and there over all the face of the earth; and no onewas
troubled about themorwent in search of them. 7For this cause, O keepers of
the flock, give ear to the word of the Lord: 8By my life, says the Lord, truly,
becausemy sheep have been taken away, andmy sheep became food for all
the beasts of the field, because there was no keeper, andmy keepers did not
go in search of the sheep, but the keepers took food for themselves and gave
my sheep no food; 9 For this reason, O you keepers of the flock, give ear to
the word of the Lord; 10This is what the Lord has said: See I am against the
keepers of the flock, and I will make search and see what they have done
with my sheep, and will let them be keepers of my sheep no longer; and the
keepers will no longer get food for themselves; I will take my sheep out of
their mouths so that they may not be food for them. 11 For this is what the
Lord has said: Truly, I, even I, will go searching and looking for my sheep.
12As the keeper goes looking for his flock when he is among his wandering
sheep, so I will go looking for my sheep, and will get them safely out of all
the places where they have been sent wandering in the day of clouds and
black night. 13 And I will take them out from among the peoples, and get
them together from the countries, and will take them into their land; and
I will give them food on the mountains of Israel by the water-streams and
wherever men are living in the country. 14 I will give them good grass-land
for their food, and their safe placewill be themountains of the high place of
Israel: there they will take their rest in a good place, and on fat grass-land
theywill take their food on themountains of Israel. 15 I myself will give food
to my flock, and I will give them rest, says the Lord. 16 I will go in search of
that which had gone wandering from the way, and will get back that which
had been sent in flight, and will put bands on that which was broken, and
give strength to that which was ill: but the fat and the strong I will give up
to destruction; I will give them for their food the punishmentwhich is theirs
by right. 17 And as for you, O my flock, says the Lord, truly, I will be judge
between sheep and sheep, the he-sheep and the he-goats. 18 Does it seem
a small thing to you to have taken your food on good grass-land while the
rest of your grass-land is stamped down under your feet? and that after
drinking from clear waters you make the rest of the waters dirty with your
feet? 19And as formy sheep, their food is the grass which has been stamped
onbyyour feet, and theirdrink thewaterwhichhasbeenmadedirtybyyour
feet. 20For this reason theLordhas said to them, Truly, I, even I,will be judge
between the fat sheep and the thin sheep. 21Because you have been pushing
with side and leg, pushing the diseased with your horns till they were sent
away in every direction; 22 I will makemy flock safe, and theywill no longer
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be taken away, and Iwill be judge between sheep and sheep. 23And Iwill put
over them one keeper, and he will give them food, even my servant David;
hewill give them food andbe their keeper. 24And I the Lordwill be their God
andmy servant David their ruler; I the Lord have said it. 25And I will make
with them an agreement of peace, andwill put an end to evil beasts through
all the land: and they will be living safely in the waste land, sleeping in the
woods. 26And Iwill give the rainat the right time, and Iwillmake the shower
come down at the right time; there will be showers of blessing. 27 And the
tree of the field will give its fruit and the earth will give its increase, and
they will be safe in their land; and they will be certain that I am the Lord,
when I have had their yoke broken and have given them salvation from the
hands of those who made them servants. 28And their goods will no longer
be taken by the nations, and they will not again be food for the beasts of the
earth; but theywill be living safely andnoonewill be a cause of fear to them.
29And I will give them planting-places of peace, and they will no longer be
wasted fromneed of food or put to shame by the nations. 30And theywill be
certain that I the Lord their God am with them, and that they, the children
of Israel, are my people, says the Lord. 31And you are my sheep, the sheep
of my grass-lands, and I am your God, says the Lord.

35
1Then theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, let your face

be turned to Mount Seir, and be a prophet against it, 3And say to it, This is
what the Lord has said: See, I am against you, O Mount Seir, and my hand
will be stretched out against you, and I will make you a waste and a cause
for wonder. 4 I will make your towns unpeopled and you will be a waste;
and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 5Because yours has been a hate
without end, and youhave givenup the children of Israel to the power of the
sword in the time of their trouble, in the time of the punishment of the end:
6 For this cause, by my life, says the Lord, because you have been sinning
through blood, blood will come after you. 7 And I will make Mount Seir a
cause for wonder and a waste, cutting off from it all comings and goings. 8 I
will make his mountains full of those who have been put to death; in your
valleys and in all your water-streams men will be falling by the sword. 9 I
will make you waste for ever, and your towns will be unpeopled: and you
will be certain that I am the Lord. 10Because you have said, The two nations
and the two countries are to bemine, andwewill take them for ourheritage;
though the Lord was there: 11For this cause, by my life, says the Lord, I will
do to you as you have done in your wrath and in your envy, which you have
made clear in your hate for them; and I will make clear to you who I am
when you are judged by me. 12 And you will see that I the Lord have had
knowledgeof all thebitter thingswhichyouhave saidagainst themountains
of Israel, saying, They have been made waste, they are given to us to take
for our heritage. 13 And you have made yourselves great against me with
yourmouths, increasing yourwords againstme; and it has come tomy ears.
14This is what the Lord has said: Because youwere glad overmy landwhen
it was a waste, so will I do to you: 15You will become a waste, O Mount Seir,
and all Edom, even all of it: and you will be certain that I am the Lord.
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36
1 And you, son of man, be a prophet about the mountains of Israel, and

say, You mountains of Israel, give ear to the word of the Lord: 2This is what
the Lord has said: Because your hater has said against you, Aha! and, The
old waste places are our heritage, we have taken them: 3 For this cause be
a prophet, and say, This is what the Lord has said: Because, even because
they have been glad over you and put you to shame on every side, because
you have become a heritage for the rest of the nations, and you are taken up
on the lips of talkers and in the evil talk of the people: 4For this reason, you
mountains of Israel, give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what the Lord
has said to the mountains and to the hills, to the streams and to the valleys,
to theunpeopledwastes and to the townswhereno one is living, fromwhich
the goods have been taken and which have been put to shame by the rest of
the nationswho are round about: 5For this cause the Lord has said: Truly, in
the heat ofmy bitter feeling I have said things against the rest of the nations
and against all Edom, who have taken my land as a heritage for themselves
with the joy of all their heart, andwith bitter envy of soul havemade attacks
on it: 6 For this cause be a prophet about the land of Israel, and say to the
mountains and to the hills, to the streams and to the valleys, This is what
the Lord has said: Truly, in my bitter feeling and in my wrath I have said
these things, because you have undergone the shame of the nations: 7 For
this cause the Lord has said, See, I have taken an oath that the nationswhich
are round about you are themselves to undergo the shamewhich they have
put on you. 8 But you, O mountains of Israel, will put out your branches
and give your fruit to my people Israel; for they are ready to come. 9 For
truly I am for you, and I will be turned to you, and you will be ploughed
and planted: 10And I will let your numbers be increased, all the children of
Israel, even all of them: and the towns will be peopled and the waste places
will have buildings; 11Man and beast will be increased in you, and they will
have offspring and be fertile: I will make you thickly peopled as you were
before, and will do more for you than at the first: and you will be certain
that I am the Lord. 12Yes, I will have youwalked on by the feet of men, even
mypeople Israel; theywill haveyou for aheritage andyouwill be theirs, and
never again will you take their children from them. 13This is what the Lord
has said: Because they say to you, You, O land, are the destruction of men,
causing loss of children to your nation; 14For this reason you will no longer
take the lives of men and will never again be the cause of loss of children to
your nation, says the Lord. 15And I will not let the shaming of the nations
come to your ears, and no longerwill you be looked down on by the peoples,
says theLord. 16Then thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 17Sonofman,
when the children of Israel were living in their land, they made it unclean
by their way and their acts: their way before me was as when a woman is
unclean at the time when she is kept separate. 18 So I let loose my wrath on
thembecause of thosewhom they had violently put to death in the land, and
because they had made it unclean with their images: 19And I sent them in
flight among the nations and wandering through the countries: I was their
judge, rewarding them for their way and their acts. 20And when they came
among the nations, wherever they went, theymademy holy name unclean,
when itwas saidof them, Theseare thepeopleof theLordwhohavegoneout
fromhis land. 21But I had pity formyholy namewhich the children of Israel
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hadmade unclean wherever they went. 22For this cause say to the children
of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: I am doing this, not because of you,
O children of Israel, but because of my holy name, which you have made
unclean among the nations wherever you went. 23And I will make holy my
great name which has been made unclean among the nations, which you
havemade unclean among them; and it will be clear to the nations that I am
the Lord, says the Lord, when I make myself holy in you before their eyes.
24For I will take you out from among the nations, and get you together from
all the countries, and take you into your land. 25And I will put clean water
on you so that you may be clean: from all your unclean ways and from all
your images I will make you clean. 26 And I will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit in you: I will take away the heart of stone from your flesh,
and give you aheart of flesh. 27And Iwill putmy spirit in you, causing you to
be guided by my rules, and you will keep my orders and do them. 28 So that
youmay go on living in the landwhich I gave to your fathers; and youwill be
tomeapeople, and Iwill be to you aGod. 29And Iwillmake you free fromall
youruncleanways: andatmyvoice the grainwill comeupandbe increased,
and I will not let you be short of food. 30And I will make the tree give more
fruit and the field fuller produce, and no longer will you be shamed among
thenations forneedof food. 31Andat thememoryofyourevilwaysandyour
wrongdoings, you will have bitter hate for yourselves because of your evil-
doings and your disgusting ways, O children of Israel. 32Not because of you
am I doing it, says the Lord; let it be clear to you, and be shamed and made
low because of your ways, O children of Israel. 33 This is what the Lord has
said: In the daywhen Imake you clean fromall your evil-doings Iwill let the
towns be peopled and there will be building on the waste places. 34And the
land which was waste will be farmed, in place of being a waste in the eyes
of everyone who went by. 35And they will say, This land which was waste
has become like the garden of Eden; and the towns which were unpeopled
andwasted and pulled down arewalled and peopled. 36Then the rest of the
nations round about youwill be certain that I the Lord am the builder of the
places which were pulled down and the planter of that which was waste: I
the Lord have said it, and I will do it. 37 This is what the Lord has said: The
children of Israel will again make prayer to me for this, that I may do it for
them; I will make them increasedwithmen like a flock. 38Like sheep for the
offerings, like the sheep of Jerusalem at her fixed feasts, so the unpeopled
towns will be made full of men: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

37
1 The hand of the Lord had been on me, and he took me out in the spirit

of the Lord and put me down in the middle of the valley; and it was full of
bones; 2Andhemademegopast themroundabout: and I saw that therewas
a very great number of them on the face of the wide valley, and they were
very dry. 3 And he said to me, Son of man, is it possible for these bones to
come to life? And I made answer, and said, It is for you to say, O Lord. 4And
again he said to me, Be a prophet to these bones, and say to them, O you dry
bones, give ear to the word of the Lord. 5 This is what the Lord has said to
these bones: See, I will make breath come into you so that you may come
to life; 6And I will put muscles on you andmake flesh come on you, and put
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skin over you, andbreath into you, so that youmayhave life; and youwill be
certain that I am the Lord. 7 So I gave the word as I was ordered: and at my
words there was a shaking of the earth, and the bones came together, bone
to bone. 8And looking I saw that thereweremuscles on themandflesh came
up, and theywere coveredwith skin: but therewas no breath in them. 9And
he said tome, Be a prophet to the wind, be a prophet, son of man, and say to
the wind, The Lord has said: Come from the four winds, O wind, breathing
on these dead so that they may come to life. 10 And I gave the word at his
orders, and breath came into them, and they came to life and got up on their
feet, a very great army. 11Then he said tome, Son ofman, these bones are all
the children of Israel: and see, they are saying, Our bones have become dry
our hope is gone, we are cut off completely. 12For this cause be a prophet to
them, and say, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am opening the resting-
places of your dead, and I will make you come up out of your resting-places,
O my people; and I will take you into the land of Israel. 13 And you will be
certain that I am the Lord by my opening the resting-places of your dead
and making you come up out of your resting-places, O my people. 14And I
will put my spirit in you, so that you may come to life, and I will give you
a rest in your land: and you will be certain that I the Lord have said it and
have done it, says the Lord. 15And the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
16 And you, son of man, take one stick, writing on it, For Judah and for the
children of Israel who are in his company: then take another stick, writing
on it, For Joseph, the stickofEphraim, andall thechildrenof Israelwhoare in
his company: 17Then, joining them one to another, make them one stick, so
that theymay be one in your hand. 18Andwhen the children of your people
say to you, Will you not make clear to us what these things have to do with
us? 19Then say to them, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am taking the
stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel who
are in his company; and Iwill put it on the stick of Judah andmake themone
stick, and theywill be one inmyhand. 20And the stickswith yourwriting on
them will be in your hand before their eyes. 21And say to them, These are
thewords of the Lord: See, I am taking the children of Israel fromamong the
nationswhere they have gone, andwill get them together on every side, and
take them into their land: 22 And I will make them one nation in the land,
on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king over them all: and
they will no longer be two nations, and will no longer be parted into two
kingdoms: 23 And they will no longer make themselves unclean with their
images or with their hated things or with any of their sins: but I will give
themsalvation fromall their turningaway inwhich theyhavedoneevil, and
willmake themclean; and theywill be tome a people, and Iwill be to thema
God. 24Andmy servant David will be king over them; and they will all have
one keeper: and they will be guided by my orders and will keep my rules
and do them. 25And they will be living in the landwhich I gave to Jacob, my
servant, in which your fathers were living; and they will go on living there,
they and their children and their children's children, for ever: and David,
my servant, will be their ruler for ever. 26 And I will make an agreement
of peace with them: it will be an eternal agreement with them: and I will
have mercy on them and make their numbers great, and will put my holy
place among them for ever. 27And my House will be over them; and I will
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be to them a God, and they will be to me a people. 28 And the nations will
be certain that I who make Israel holy am the Lord, when my holy place is
among them for ever.

38
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned against Gog, of the land ofMagog, the ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and
Tubal, and be a prophet against him, 3 And say, This is what the Lord has
said: See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 4And
turning you round, I will put hooks in your mouth and make you come out
with all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them in full war-dress, a
great forcewith breastplate and body-cover, all of themarmedwith swords:
5 Persia, Cush, and Put with them; all of them with body-cover and metal
head-dress: 6Gomerandall her forces; thepeople of Togarmah in the inmost
parts of the north, with all his forces: a great number of peoples with you.
7Be ready,make yourself ready, you andall the forceswhoarewith you, and
be ready for my orders. 8After a long time you will get your orders: in the
last years you will come into the land which has been given back from the
sword, which has been got together out of a great number of peoples, on the
mountains of Israel which have ever been awaste: but it has been taken out
from the peoples and they will be living, all of them, without fear of danger.
9 And you will go up, you will come like a storm, you will be like a cloud
covering the land, you and all your forces, and a great number of peoples
with you. 10 This is what the Lord has said: In that day it will come about
that things will come into your mind, and you will have thoughts of an evil
design: 11And you will say, I will go up to the land of small unwalled towns;
I will go to those who are quiet, living, all of them, without fear of danger,
without walls or locks or doors: 12 To take their property by force and go
offwith their goods; turning your hand against the waste places which now
are peopled, and against the people who have been got together out of the
nations, who have got cattle and goods for themselves, who are living in the
middle of the earth. 13 Sheba, and Dedan and her traders, Tarshish with all
her traders, will say to you, Have you come to take our goods? have you got
your armies together to take awayourproperty by force? to take away silver
and gold, cattle and goods, to go offwith great wealth? 14For this cause, son
ofman, be a prophet and say to Gog, These are thewords of the Lord: In that
day, when my people Israel are living without fear of danger, will you not
bemoved against them? 15And youwill come from your place in the inmost
parts of thenorth, youandagreatnumberofpeopleswithyou, all of themon
horseback, a great force and a strong army: 16And youwill come up against
my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land; and it will come about, in
the last days, that I will make you come against my land, so that the nations
may have knowledge of me when I make myself holy in you, O Gog, before
their eyes. 17This is what the Lord has said: You are he ofwhom I gave them
word in earlier times by my servants, the prophets of Israel, who in those
dayswent on saying, year after year, that I wouldmake you come up against
them. 18And it will come about in that day, when Gog comes up against the
land of Israel, says the Lord, that my wrath will come up, and my passion
andmy bitter feeling. 19For in the fire ofmywrath I have said, Truly, in that
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day there will be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 20 So that the fish of
the sea and the birds of heaven and the beasts of the field and everything
moving on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth, will
be shaking before me, and the mountains will be overturned and the high
places will come down, and every wall will come falling down to the earth.
21And Iwill send to allmymountains for a sword against him, says the Lord:
everyman's swordwill be against his brother. 22And Iwill take upmy cause
against him with disease and with blood; and I will send down on him and
on his forces and on the peoples who are with him, an overflowing shower
and great ice-drops, fire, and burning. 23And Iwillmakemyname great and
make myself holy, and I will make myself clear to a number of nations; and
they will be certain that I am the Lord.

39
1 And you, son of man, be a prophet against Gog, and say, These are the

words of the Lord: See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and
Tubal: 2And turning you round, I will be your guide, andmake you come up
fromthe inmost parts of thenorth; Iwillmakeyoucomeon to themountains
of Israel: 3And with a blow I will send your bow out of your left hand and
your arrows falling from your right hand. 4On the mountains of Israel you
will come down, you and all your forces and the peoples who are with you:
I will give you to cruel birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be
their food. 5Youwill come down in the open field: for I have said it, says the
Lord. 6And I will send a fire on Magog, and on those who are living in the
sea-lands without fear: and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 7And I
will make clear my holy name among my people Israel; I will no longer let
myholy namebemadeunclean: and thenationswill be certain that I am the
Lord, the Holy One in Israel. 8 See, it is coming and it will be done, says the
Lord; this is the day of which I have given word. 9And those who are living
in the towns of Israel will go out and make fires of the instruments of war,
burning the body-covers and the breastplates, the bows and the arrows and
the sticks and the spears, and for seven years they will make fires of them:
10 And they will take no wood out of the field or have any cut down in the
woods; for they will make their fires of the instruments of war: and they
will take by force the property of those who took their property, and go off
with the goods of those who took their goods, says the Lord. 11 And it will
come about in those days, that I will give to Gog a last resting-place there
in Israel, in the valley of Abarim on the east of the sea: and those who go
throughwill be stopped: and there Gog and all his people will be put to rest,
and the place will be named, The valley of Hamon-gog. 12And the children
of Israel will be seven months putting them in the earth, so as to make the
land clean. 13And all the people of the landwill put them in the earth; and it
will be to their honour in the daywhen I let my glory be seen, says the Lord.
14And they will put on one side men to do no other work but to go through
the land and put in the earth the rest of those who are still on the face of
the land, to make it clean: after seven months are ended they are to make a
search. 15And while they go through the land, if anyone sees a man's bone,
he is to put up a sign by the place till those who are doing the work have put
it in the earth in the valley of Hamon-gog. 16And there they will put all the
army of Gog in the earth. So they will make the land clean. 17And you, son
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ofman, this iswhat the Lord has said: Say to the birds of every sort and to all
the beasts of the field, Get together and come; come together on every side
to the offering which I am putting to death for you, a great offering on the
mountains of Israel, so that you may have flesh for your food and blood for
your drink. 18The flesh of the men of war will be your food, and your drink
thebloodof theprinces of the earth, of sheepand lambs, of he-goats, of oxen,
all of them fat beasts of Bashan. 19You will go on feasting on the fat till you
are full, and drinking the blood till you are overcomewith it, of my offering
which I have put to death for you. 20At my table you will have food in full
measure, horses and war-carriages, great men and all the men of war, says
the Lord. 21And I will put my glory among the nations, and all the nations
will see my punishments which I have put into effect, and my hand which
I have put on them. 22 So the children of Israel will be certain that I am the
Lord their God, from that day and for the future. 23And it will be clear to the
nations that the children of Israel were taken away prisoners for their evil-
doing; because they did wrong against me, and my face was covered from
them: so I gave them up into the hands of their attackers, and they all came
to their end by the sword. 24 In themeasure of their unclean ways and their
sins, so I did to them; and I keptmy face covered from them. 25For this cause
the Lord has said, Now Iwill let the fate of Jacob be changed, and I will have
mercy on all the children of Israel, and will take care of the honour of my
holy name. 26And theywill be conscious of their shame and of all thewrong
which they have done against me, when they are living in their land with
no sense of danger and with no one to be a cause of fear to them; 27When I
have taken them back from among the peoples and got them together out of
the lands of their haters, and havemademyself holy in thembefore the eyes
of a great number of nations. 28And they will be certain that I am the Lord
their God, because I sent them away as prisoners among the nations, and
have taken them together back to their land; and I have not let one of them
be there any longer. 29 And my face will no longer be covered from them:
for I have sent the out-flowing of my spirit on the children of Israel, says the
Lord.

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year after we had been taken away prisoners, in the

firstmonth of the year, on the tenth day of themonth, in the fourteenth year
after the townwas taken, on the very same day, the hand of the Lordwas on
me, and he took me there. 2 In the visions of God he took me into the land
of Israel, and put me down on a very high mountain, on which there was,
as it seemed, a building like a town opposite me. 3He took me there, and I
saw aman, looking like brass, with a linen cord in his hand and ameasuring
rod: and he was stationed in the doorway. 4And the man said to me, Son of
man, see with your eyes and give hearing with your ears, and take to heart
everything I amgoing to let you see; for inorder that Imight let you see them,
you have come here: and give an account of all you see to the children of
Israel. 5And there was a wall on the outside of the house all round, and in
the man's hand there was a measuring rod six cubits long by a cubit and a
hand'smeasure: sohe took themeasureof thebuilding fromside to side, one
rod; and frombase to top, one rod. 6Thenhe came to the doorway looking to
the east, and went up by its steps; and he took the measure of the doorstep,



Ezekiel 40:7 875 Ezekiel 40:31

one rod wide. 7And the watchmen's rooms were one rod long and one rod
wide; and the space between the rooms was five cubits; the doorstep of the
doorway, by the covered way of the doorway inside, was one rod. 8And he
took the measure of the covered way of the doorway inside, 9 Eight cubits;
and its uprights, two cubits; the covered way of the doorway was inside.
10And the roomsof thedoorwayon the eastwere threeon this side and three
on that; all three were of the same size; and the uprights on this side and on
that were of the same size. 11 And he took the measure of the opening of
the doorway, ten cubits wide; and the way down the doorway was thirteen
cubits; 12And the space in front of the rooms, a cubit on this side and a cubit
on that side; and the rooms six cubits on this side and six cubits on that.
13 And he took the measure of the doorway from the back of one room to
the back of the other, twenty-five cubits across, from door to door. 14And he
took the measure of the covered way, twenty cubits; and opening from the
covered way of the doorwaywas the open square round about. 15And from
before the opening of the doorway to before the inner covered way of the
doorway was fifty cubits. 16And the rooms and their uprights had sloping
windows inside thedoorwayall round, and in the sameway thecoveredway
hadwindowsall roundon the inside: andoneveryupright therewerepalm-
trees. 17 Then he took me into the outer square, and there were rooms and
a stone floor made for the open square all round: there were thirty rooms
on the stone floor. 18 And the stone floor was by the side of the doorways,
and was as wide as the doorways were long, even the lower floor. 19 Then
he took the measure of the square across, from before the lower doorway
inside to before the inner doorwayoutside, onehundred cubits. Andhe took
me in the direction of the north, 20 And there was a doorway to the outer
square, looking to the north; and he took the measure of it to see how wide
and how long it was. 21 And it had three rooms on this side of it and three
on that; its uprights and its covered ways were the same size as those of the
first doorway: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 22And its
windows, and thewindows of its coveredways, and its palm-trees, were the
same as those of the doorway looking to the east; and therewere seven steps
up to it; and the coveredwaywent inside. 23And therewas a doorway to the
inner square opposite the doorway on the north, like the doorway on the
east; and he took the measure from doorway to doorway, a hundred cubits.
24 And he took me to the south, and I saw a doorway looking to the south:
and he took the measure of its rooms and its uprights and its covered ways
by these measures. 25And there were windows in it and in the covered way
all round, like the other windows: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five
cubitswide. 26And therewere seven steps up to it, and its coveredwaywent
inside: and ithadpalm-trees, oneon this sideandoneon that, on itsuprights.
27 And there was a doorway to the inner square looking to the south: he
took the measure from doorway to doorway to the south, a hundred cubits.
28 Then he took me to the inner square by the south doorway: and he took
the measure of the south doorway by these measures; 29And the rooms in
it and the uprights and the covered ways, by these measures: 30And there
werewindows in it and in the coveredway all round: it was fifty cubits long
and twenty-five cubits wide. 31The coveredwaywas on the side nearest the
outer square; and there were palm-trees on the uprights: and there were
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eight steps going up to it. 32And he tookme into the inner square facing the
east: and he took the measure of the doorway by these measures; 33And of
the rooms in it and its uprights and its coveredways, by thesemeasures: and
there were windows in it and in the covered way round about: it was fifty
cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 34And the covered way was on the
side nearest the outer square; therewere palm-trees on the uprights, on this
side and on that: and there were eight steps going up to it. 35 And he took
me to the north doorway: and he took the measure of it by these measures;
36 Its rooms, its uprights, and its covered way had the same measures, and
its covered way had windows all round: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-
five cubits wide. 37 Its uprights were on the side nearest to the outer square;
there were palm-trees on the uprights, on this side and on that: and there
were eight steps going up to it. 38And there was a room with a door in the
coveredway of the doorway, where the burned offeringwaswashed. 39And
in the coveredwayof thedoorway therewere two tables on this sideand two
tables on that side, onwhich theburnedofferingand the sin-offeringand the
offering for errorwere put to death: 40On the outer side, to the north, as one
goes up to the opening of the doorway, were two tables. 41 There were four
tables on one side and four tables on the other, by the side of the doorway;
eight tables, on which they put to death the beasts for the offerings. 42And
there were four tables for the burned offering, made of cut stone, one and
a half cubits long, one and a half cubits wide and a cubit high, where the
instruments were placed which were used for putting to death the burned
offering and the beasts for the offerings. 43 And they had edges all round
as wide as a man's hand: and on the tables was the flesh of the offerings.
44 And he took me into the inner square, and there were two rooms in the
inner square, one at the side of the north doorway, facing south; and one at
the side of the south doorway, facing north. 45And he said tome, This room,
facing south, is for the priests who have the care of the house. 46 And the
room facing north is for the priests who have the care of the altar: these are
the sons of Zadok, who, from among the sons of Levi, come near to the Lord
to do thework of his house. 47Andhe took themeasure of the open square, a
hundred cubits long and a hundred cubits wide, being square; and the altar
was in front of the house. 48Then he took me to the covered way before the
house, and took the measure of its uprights, five cubits on one side and five
cubits on the other: and thedoorwaywas fourteen cubitswide; and the side-
walls of the doorway were three cubits on one side and three cubits on the
other. 49 The covered way was twenty cubits long and twelve cubits wide,
and they went up to it by ten steps; and there were pillars by the uprights,
one on one side and one on the other.

41
1And he took me to the Temple, and took the measure of the uprights, six

cubits wide on one side and six cubits wide on the other. 2 And the door-
opening was ten cubits wide; and the side walls of the door-opening were
five cubits on one side and five cubits on the other: and it was forty cubits
long and twenty cubits wide. 3 And he went inside and took the measure
of the uprights of the door-opening, two cubits: and the door-opening, six
cubits; and the side-walls of the door-openingwere seven cubits on one side
and seven cubits on the other. 4 And by his measure it was twenty cubits
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long and twenty cubits wide in front of the Temple: and he said to me, This
is the most holy place. 5 Then he took the measure of the wall of the house,
which was six cubits; and of the side-rooms round the house, which were
four cubits wide. 6And the side-rooms, room over room, were three times
thirty; there were inlets in the wall of the house for the side-rooms round
about, for supports in the wall of the house. 7The side-rooms becamewider
as they went higher up the house, by the amount of the space let into the
wall up round about the house, because of the inlets in the house; and one
went up from the lowest floor by steps to themiddle, and from themiddle to
the upper floor. 8And I saw that the house had a stone floor all round; the
bases of the side-rooms were a full rod of six great cubits high. 9 The wall
supporting the side-rooms on the outside was five cubits thick: and there
was a free space of five cubits between the side-rooms of the house. 10And
between the rooms was a space twenty cubits wide all round the house.
11And the free space had doors opening from the side-rooms, one door on
the north and one door on the south: and the free spacewas five cubitswide
all round. 12And the buildingwhichwas in front of the separate place at the
side to the west was seventy cubits wide; the wall of the building was five
cubits thick all round and ninety cubits long. 13 And he took the measure
of the house; it was a hundred cubits long; and the separate place and the
building with its walls was a hundred cubits long; 14 And the east front of
the house and of the separate place was a hundred cubits wide. 15 And he
took themeasure of the building in front of the separate place which was at
the back of it, and the pillared walks on one side and on the other side; they
were a hundred cubits long; and the Temple and the inner part and its outer
covered way were covered in; 16And the sloping windows and the covered
ways round all three of themwere of shakiph-wood all round from the level
of the earthup to thewindows; 17And therewasa roof over thedoorwayand
as far as the inner house, and to the outside and on thewall all round, inside
and outside. 18And it had pictured forms of winged beings and palm-trees;
a palm-tree between twowinged ones, and everywinged one had two faces;
19 So that there was the face of a man turned to the palm-tree on one side,
and the face of a young lion on the other side: so it was made all round the
house. 20 From earth level up to the windows there were winged ones and
palm-trees pictured on the wall. 21 ... 22 The altar was made of wood, and
was three cubits high and two cubits long; it had angles, and its base and
sides were of wood; and he said to me, This is the table which is before the
Lord. 23The Temple had two doors. 24And the holy place had two doors, and
the doors had two turning leaves, two for one and two for the other. 25And
on them were pictured winged ones and palm-trees, as on the walls; and a
... of wood was on the front of the covered way outside. 26And there were
sloping windows and palm-trees on one side and on the other, on the sides
of the covered way: and the side-rooms of the house and the ...

42
1 And he took me out into the inner square in the direction of the north:

and he took me into the rooms which were opposite the separate place and
opposite thebuilding to thenorth. 2Onthenorth side itwasahundredcubits
long and fifty cubits wide, 3Opposite the space of twenty cubits which was
part of the inner square, and opposite the stone floor of the outer square.
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There were covered ways facing one another on the third floor. 4 And in
front of the rooms was a walk, ten cubits wide and a hundred cubits long;
and their doorswere facing north. 5And the higher roomswere shorter: for
the covered ways took up more space from these than from the lower and
middle rooms. 6 For they were on three floors, and they had no pillars like
the pillars of the outer square; so the highest was narrower than the lowest
and middle floors from the earth level. 7And the wall which went outside
by the side of the rooms, in the direction of the outer square in front of the
rooms, was fifty cubits long. 8 For the rooms in the outer square were fifty
cubits long: and in front of theTemplewasa spaceof ahundred cubits. 9And
under these rooms was the way in from the east side, as one goes into them
from the outer square at the head of the outer wall. 10 (And he took me) to
the south, and in front of the separate place and in front of thebuilding there
were rooms. 11And there was a walk in front of them like that by the rooms
on the north; they were equally long and wide; and the ways out of them
were the same in design and had the same sort of doors. 12And under the
roomson the southwasadoorat theheadof theouterwall in thedirectionof
the east as one goes in. 13And he said to me, The north rooms and the south
rooms in front of the separate place are the holy rooms, where the priests
who come near the Lord take the most holy things for their food: there the
most holy things are placed, with themeal offering and the sin-offering and
the offering for error; for the place is holy. 14When the priests go in, they
may not go out of the holy place into the outer square, and there they are to
put the robes inwhich theydo theworkof theLord'shouse, for theyareholy:
and they have to put on other clothing before they comenear thatwhich has
to dowith the people. 15Andwhen he had come to the end ofmeasuring the
inner house, he took me out to the doorway looking to the east, and took its
measure all round. 16He went round and took the measure of it on the east
sidewith themeasuring rod, fivehundred,measuredwith the rod all round.
17And he went round and took the measure of it on the north side with the
measuring rod, five hundred, measured with the rod all round. 18 And he
went round and took themeasure of it on the south sidewith themeasuring
rod, five hundred, measured with the rod all round. 19And he went round
and took the measure of it on the west side with the measuring rod, five
hundred, measured with the rod all round. 20He took its measure on the
four sides: and it had a wall all round, five hundred long and five hundred
wide, separating what was holy fromwhat was common.

43
1And he took me to the doorway looking to the east: 2And there was the

glory of the God of Israel coming from theway of the east: and his voicewas
like the soundof greatwaters, and theearthwas shiningwithhis glory. 3And
the vision which I saw was like the vision I had seen when he came for the
destruction of the town: and like the visionwhich I saw by the river Chebar;
and Iwent down onmy face. 4And the glory of the Lord came into the house
by the way of the doorway looking to the east. 5 And the spirit, lifting me
up, took me into the inner square; and I saw that the house was full of the
glory of the Lord. 6And the voice of one talking to me came tomy ears from
inside the house; and the man was by my side. 7And he said to me, Son of
man, this is the place where the seat of my power is and the resting-place of
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my feet, where I will be among the children of Israel for ever: and no longer
will the people of Israel make my holy name unclean, they or their kings,
by their loose ways and by the dead bodies of their kings; 8By putting their
doorstep bymydoorstep, and the pillar of their door by the pillar ofmydoor,
with only a wall betweenme and them; and they have made my holy name
uncleanby thedisgusting thingswhich theyhavedone: so inmywrath I sent
destructionon them. 9Nowlet themput their loosewaysand thedeadbodies
of their kings far fromme, and I will be among them for ever. 10You, son of
man, give the children of Israel an account of this house, so that theymay be
shamed because of their evil-doing: and let them see the vision of it and its
image. 11And theywill be shamed bywhat they have done; so give them the
knowledge of the form of the house and its structure, and the ways out of it
and into it, andall its lawsand its rules,writing it down for them: so that they
maykeepall its lawsanddo them. 12This is the lawof thehouse: On the topof
themountain all the space round it on every side will bemost holy. See, this
is the law of the house. 13And these are the measures of the altar in cubits:
(the cubit being a cubit and a hand'smeasure;) its hollowbase is a cubit high
andacubitwide, and ithasanoverhangingedgeaswideasahand-stretchall
round it: 14And from the base on the earth level to the lower shelf, the altar
is two cubits high and a cubit wide; and from the smaller shelf to the greater
shelf it is four cubits high and a cubitwide. 15And the fireplace is four cubits
high: and coming up from the fireplace are the horns, a cubit high. 16And
the fireplace is twelve cubits long and twelve cubits wide, square on its four
sides. 17And the shelf is fourteen cubits long and fourteen cubitswide, on its
four sides; the edge round it is half a cubit; the base of it is a cubit all round,
and its steps are facing the east. 18And he said to me, Son of man, the Lord
God has said, These are the rules for the altar, when they make it, for the
offering of burned offerings on it and the draining out of the blood. 19 You
are to give to the priests, the Levites of the seed of Zadok, who come near to
me, says theLordGod, todomywork, ayoungox fora sin-offering. 20Youare
to take some of its blood and put it on the four horns and on the four angles
of the shelf and on the edge all round: and you are to make it clean and free
from sin. 21And you are to take the ox of the sin-offering, and have it burned
in the special place ordered for it in the house, outside the holy place. 22And
on the second day you are to have a he-goat without any mark on it offered
for a sin-offering; and they are to make the altar clean as they did with the
young ox. 23And after youhavemade it clean, let a young oxwithout amark
be offered, and a male sheep from the flock without a mark. 24And you are
to take them before the Lord, and the priests will put salt on them, offering
them up for a burned offering to the Lord. 25 Every day for seven days you
are to give a goat for a sin-offering: and let them give in addition a young
ox and amale sheep from the flock without anymark on them. 26For seven
days they are to make offerings to take away sin from the altar and to make
it clean; so they are to make it holy. 27 And when these days have come to
an end, then on the eighth day and after, the priests will make your burned
offerings on the altar and your peace-offerings; and I will take pleasure in
you, says the Lord.
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44
1And he took me back to the outer doorway of the holy place, looking to

the east; and it was shut. 2 And the Lord said to me, This doorway is to be
shut, it is not to be open, and no man is to go in by it, because the Lord, the
God of Israel, has gone in by it; and it is to be shut. 3 But the ruler will be
seated there to take his food before the Lord; he will go in by the covered
way to the door, and will come out by the same way. 4 And he took me to
the north doorway in front of the house; and, looking, I saw that the house
of the Lord was full of the glory of the Lord; and I went down on my face.
5 And the Lord said to me, Son of man, take to heart, and let your eyes see
and your ears be open to everything I say to you about all the rules of the
house of the Lord and all its laws; and take note of the ways into the house
and all theways out of the holy place. 6And say to the uncontrolled children
of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: O you children of Israel, let it be
enough for you, among the disgusting thingswhich youhave done, 7Tohave
letmen fromstrange lands,without circumcisionofheart orflesh, come into
my holy place, making my house unclean; and to have made the offering of
my food, even the fat and the blood; and in addition to all your disgusting
ways, you have let my agreement be broken. 8And you have not taken care
ofmy holy things; but you have put them as keepers to take care ofmywork
in my holy place. 9 For this cause the Lord has said, No man from a strange
land, without circumcision of heart and flesh, of all those who are living
among the children of Israel, is to come into my holy place. 10 But as for
the Levites, who went far from me, when Israel went out of the right way,
turning away fromme to go after their images; their punishment will come
on them. 11 But they may be caretakers in my holy place, and overseers at
the doors of the house, doing the work of the house: they will put to death
the burned offering and the beasts offered for the people, and theywill take
their place before them as their servants. 12Because they did this work for
thembefore their images, andbecamea cause of sin to the children of Israel;
for this cause my hand has been lifted up against them, says the Lord, and
their punishment will be on them. 13And they will not come near me to do
the work of priests to me, or come near any of my holy things, or the things
which are most holy: but their shame will be on them, and the punishment
for the disgusting things which they have done. 14 But I will make them
responsible for the care of the house and all its work and everything which
is done in it. 15 But as for the priests, the sons of Zadok, who took care of
my holy place when the children of Israel were turned away fromme, they
are to come near me to do my work, they will take their places before me,
offering to me the fat and the blood, says the Lord; 16 They are to come into
my holy place and they are to come near to my table, to do my work and
have the care of my house. 17 And when they come in by the doorways of
the inner square, they are to be clothed in linen robes; there is to be nowool
on them while they are doing my work in the doorway of the inner square
and inside the house. 18They are to have linen head-dresses on their heads
and linen trousers on their legs, and they are to have nothing round them
to make their skin wet with heat. 19 And when they go out into the outer
square to the people, they are to take off the robes inwhich they do thework
of priests, and put them away in the holy rooms, and put on other clothing,
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so that the people may not be made holy by their robes. 20 They are not to
have all the hair cut off their heads, and they are not to let their hair get long,
but they are to have the ends of their hair cut. 21 The priests are not to take
winewhen they go into the inner square. 22And they are not to take aswives
any widow or woman whose husband has put her away: but they may take
virgins of the seed of Israel, or a widowwho is the widow of a priest. 23And
they are to make clear to my people the division between what is holy and
what is common, and to give them the knowledge of what is clean andwhat
is unclean. 24 In any cause, they are to be in the position of judges, judging
in harmony with my decisions: they are to keep my laws and my rules in
all my fixed feasts; and they are to keep my Sabbaths holy. 25 They are not
to come near any dead person so as to become unclean: but for a father or
mother or son or daughter or brother or for a sister who has no husband,
they may make themselves unclean. 26 And after he has been made clean,
seven days are to be numbered for him. 27 And on the day when he goes
into the inner square, to do the work of the holy place, he is to make his
sin-offering, says the Lord. 28 And they are to have no heritage; I am their
heritage: you are to give them no property in Israel; I am their property.
29Their food is to be the meal offering and the sin-offering and the offering
for error; and everything given specially to the Lord in Israel will be theirs.
30And the best of all the first-fruits of everything, and every offering which
is lifted up of all your offerings, will be for the priests: and you are to give
the priest the first of your bread-making, so causing a blessing to come on
your house. 31The priests may not take for food any bird or beast which has
come to a natural death orwhose death has been caused by another animal.

45
1Andwhenyouaremakingadistributionof the land, by thedecisionof the

Lord, for your heritage, you are to make an offering to the Lord of a part of
the land as holy: it is to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousand
wide: all the land inside these limits is to be holy. 2 Of this, a square five
hundred long and five hundredwide is to be for the holy place, with a space
of fifty cubits all round it. 3 And of this measure, let a space be measured,
twenty-five thousand long and ten thousandwide: in it therewill be theholy
place, even the most holy. 4This holy part of the land is to be for the priests,
the servants of the holy place, who come near to the Lord to do his work; it
is to be a place for their houses and for grass-land and for cattle. 5A space
of land twenty-five thousand long and ten thousand wide is to be for the
Levites, the servants of the house, a property for themselves, for towns for
their living-places. 6And as the property for the town you are to have a part
five thousandwideand twenty-five thousand long, by the sideof theoffering
of the holy part of the land: this is to be for all the children of Israel. 7And
for the ruler there is to be a part on one side and on the other side of the holy
offering and of the property of the town, in front of the holy offering and in
front of the property of the town on thewest of it and on the east: measured
in the same line as one of the parts of the land, from its limit on the west to
its limit on the east of the land. 8And this will be his heritage in Israel: and
my rulerswill no longer be cruelmasters tomypeople; but theywill give the
land as a heritage to the children of Israel by their tribes. 9 This is what the
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Lord has said: Let this be enough for you, O rulers of Israel: let there be an
end of violent behaviour and wasting; do what is right, judging uprightly;
let there be no more driving out of my people, says the Lord. 10Have true
scales and a true ephah and a true bath. 11The ephah and the bath are to be
of the samemeasure, so that the bath is equal to a tenth of a homer, and the
ephah to a tenth of a homer: the unit of measure is to be a homer. 12And the
shekel is to be twenty gerahs: five shekels are five, and ten shekels are ten,
and yourmaneh is to be fifty shekels 13This is the offering you are to give: a
sixth of an ephah out of a homer of wheat, and a sixth of an ephah out of a
homerof barley; 14And thefixedmeasure of oil is to be a tenthof abath from
the cor, for ten baths make up the cor; 15 And one lamb from the flock out
of every two hundred, from all the families of Israel, for ameal offering and
for a burned offering and for peace-offerings, to take away their sin, says the
Lord. 16All the people are to give this offering to the ruler. 17And the ruler
will be responsible for the burned offering and the meal offering and the
drink offering, at the feasts and the newmoons and the Sabbaths, at all the
fixed feasts of the children of Israel: he will give the sin-offering and meal
offering and burned offering and the peace-offerings, to take away the sin
of the children of Israel. 18This is what the Lord has said: In the first month,
on the first day of the month, you are to take a young ox without any mark
on him, and you are tomake the holy place clean. 19And the priest is to take
some of the blood of the sin-offering and put it on the uprights at the sides
of the doors of the house, and on the four angles of the shelf of the altar, and
on the sides of the doorway of the inner square. 20And this you are to do on
the seventh day of themonth for everyonewho is in error and for the feeble-
minded: youare tomake thehouse free fromsin. 21 In thefirstmonth, on the
fourteenth day of the month, you are to have the Passover, a feast of seven
days; unleavened bread is to be your food. 22 And on that day the ruler is
to give for himself and for all the people of the land an ox for a sin-offering.
23 And on the seven days of the feast he is to give a burned offering to the
Lord, seven oxen and seven sheepwithout anymark on them, every day for
seven days; and a he-goat every day for a sin-offering. 24 And he is to give
a meal offering, an ephah for every ox and an ephah for every sheep and a
hin of oil to every ephah. 25 In the seventhmonth, on the fifteenth day of the
month, at the feast, he is to give the same for seven days; the sin-offering, the
burned offering, the meal offering, and the oil as before.

46
1This is what the Lord has said: The doorway of the inner square looking

to the east is to be shut on the six working days; but on the Sabbath it is to
be open, and at the time of the new moon it is to be open. 2 And the ruler
is to go in through the covered way of the outer doorway outside, and take
his place by the pillar of the doorway, and the priests will make his burned
offering and his peace-offerings and he will give worship at the doorstep
of the doorway; then he will go out, and the door will not be shut till the
evening. 3And the people of the land are to give worship at the door of that
doorway before the Lord on the Sabbaths and at the new moons. 4And the
burned offering offered to the Lord by the ruler on the Sabbath day is to be
six lambs without a mark on them and a male sheep without a mark; 5And
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themeal offering is to be an ephah for the sheep, and for the lambswhatever
he is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 6And at the time of the new
moon it is to be a young ox of the herdwithout amark on him, and six lambs
and amale sheep, all without a mark: 7And he is to give a meal offering, an
ephah for the ox and an ephah for the sheep, and for the lambswhatever he
is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 8And when the ruler comes in,
he is to go in through the covered way of the doorway, and he is to go out
by the same way. 9 But when the people of the land come before the Lord
at the fixed feasts, he who comes in by the north doorway to give worship is
to go out by the south doorway; and he who comes in by the south doorway
is to go out by the north doorway: he is not to come back by the doorway
through which he went in, but is to go straight before him. 10And the ruler,
when they come in, is to come among them, and is to go out when they go
out. 11 At the feasts and the fixed meetings the meal offerings are to be an
ephah for an ox, and an ephah for amale sheep, and for the lambswhatever
he is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 12Andwhen the rulermakes a
free offering, a burned offering or a peace-offering freely given to the Lord,
the doorway looking to the east is to bemade open for him, andhe is tomake
his burned offering and his peace-offerings as he does on the Sabbath day:
andhewill go out; and the doorwill be shut after hehas gone out. 13Andyou
are to give a lamb a year old without anymark on it for a burned offering to
the Lord every day: morning bymorning you are to give it. 14And you are to
give, morning bymorning, a meal offering with it, a sixth of an ephah and a
third of a hin of oil dropped on the best meal; a meal offering offered to the
Lord at all times by an eternal order. 15 And they are to give the lamb and
the meal offering and the oil, morning by morning, for a burned offering at
all times. 16 This is what the Lord has said: If the ruler gives a property to
any of his sons, it is his heritage and will be the property of his sons; it is
theirs for their heritage. 17And if he gives a part of his heritage to one of his
servants, it will be his till the year of making free, and then it will go back to
the ruler; for it is his sons' heritage, and is to be theirs. 18And the ruler is not
to take the heritage of any of the people, driving them out of their property;
he is to give a heritage to his sons out of the propertywhich is his: so thatmy
peoplemaynot be sent away from their property. 19Andhe tookme through
by the way in at the side of the doorway into the holy rooms which are the
priests', looking to the north: and I saw a place at the side of them to the
west. 20And he said tome, This is the place where the offering for error and
the sin-offering are to be cooked inwater by the priests, andwhere themeal
offering is to be cooked in the oven; so that theymaynot be takenout into the
outer square to make the people holy. 21And he took me out into the outer
square and made me go by the four angles of the square; and I saw that in
everyangle of theopen square therewasa space shut in. 22 In the fourangles
therewere spaceswalled in, forty cubits long and thirtywide; the fourwere
of the same size. 23And therewas a line ofwall all round inside them, round
all four, and boiling-places were made under it all round about. 24 And he
said to me, These are the boiling-rooms, where the offering of the people is
cooked by the servants of the house.
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47
1Andhe tookmeback to the door of the house; and I saw thatwaterswere

flowing out from under the doorstep of the house on the east, for the house
was facing east: and the waters came down from under, from the right side
of the house, on the south side of the altar. 2And he tookme out by the north
doorway, and made me go round to the outside of the doorway looking to
the east; and I saw waters running slowly out on the south side. 3 And the
man went out to the east with the line in his hand, and after measuring a
thousand cubits, he made me go through the waters, which came over my
feet. 4 And again, measuring a thousand cubits, he made me go through
the waters which came up to my knees. Again, measuring a thousand, he
made me go through the waters up to the middle of my body. 5Again, after
his measuring a thousand, it became a river which it was not possible to go
through: for the waters had become deep enough for swimming, a river it
was not possible to go through. 6And he said to me, Son of man, have you
seen this? Then he took me to the river's edge. 7And he took me back, and
I saw at the edge of the river a very great number of trees on this side and
on that. 8 And he said to me, These waters are flowing out to the east part
of the land and down into the Arabah; and they will go to the sea, and the
waters will be made sweet. 9 And it will come about that every living and
moving thing, wherever their streams come, will have life; and there will
be very much fish because these waters have come there and have been
made sweet: and everythingwherever the river comeswill have life. 10And
fishermen will take up their places by it: from En-gedi as far as En-eglaim
will be a place for the stretching out of nets; the fishwill be of every sort, like
thefishof theGreat Sea, a very great number. 11Thewet places and thepools
will not bemade sweet; theywill be givenup to salt. 12Andby the edge of the
river, on this side and on that, will come up every tree used for food, whose
leaves will ever be green and its fruit will not come to an end: it will have
new fruit everymonth, because itswaters come out from the holy place: the
fruit will be for food and the leaf will make well those who are ill. 13This is
what the Lord has said: These are the limits by which you will take up your
heritage in the land among the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph is to have two
parts. 14 And you are to make an equal division of it; as I gave my oath to
your fathers to give it to you: for this land is to be your heritage. 15And this
is to be the limit of the land: on the north side, from the Great Sea, in the
direction of Hethlon, as far as the way into Hamath; 16 To Zedad, Berothah,
Sibraim, which is between the limit of Damascus and the limit of Hazar-
hatticon, which is on the limit of Hauran. 17 And this is the limit from the
sea in the direction of Hazar-enon; and the limit of Damascus is to the north,
and on thenorth is the limit ofHamath. This is the north side. 18And the east
sidewill be fromHazar-enon, which is betweenHauran andDamascus; and
between Gilead and the land of Israel the Jordanwill be the limit, to the east
sea, to Tamar. This is the east side. 19And the south side to the south will be
from Tamar as far as the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the stream of Egypt,
to the Great Sea. This is the south side, on the south. 20And thewest sidewill
be the Great Sea, from the limit on the south to a point opposite theway into
Hamath. This is the west side. 21Youwill make a division of the land among
you, tribe by tribe. 22Andyou are tomake a distribution of it, by the decision
of the Lord, for a heritage to you and to the men from other lands who are
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living among you andwhohave children in your land: theywill be the same
to you as if they were Israelites by birth, they will have their heritage with
you among the tribes of Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the man from a strange
land is living, there you are to give him his heritage, says the Lord.

48
1Now these are the names of the tribes: from the north end, from thewest

on the way of Hethlon to the way into Hamath, in the direction of Hazar-
enon, with the limit of Damascus to the north, by Hamath; and on the limit
from the east side to the west side: Dan, one part. 2And on the limit of Dan,
from the east side to the west side: Asher, one part. 3 And on the limit of
Asher, from the east side to the west side: Naphtali, one part. 4And on the
limit of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side: Manasseh, one part.
5And on the limit ofManasseh, from the east side to thewest side: Ephraim,
one part. 6And on the limit of Ephraim, from the east side to the west side:
Reuben, one part. 7 And on the limit of Reuben, from the east side to the
west side: Judah, one part. 8 And on the limit of Judah, from the east side
to the west side, will be the offering which you are to make, twenty-five
thousandwide, and as long as one of the parts, from the east side to thewest
side: and the holy place will be in the middle of it. 9 The offering you will
give to the Lord is to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty-five thousand
wide. 10And for these, that is the priests, the holy offering is to be twenty-
five thousand long to the north, ten thousandwide to thewest, ten thousand
wide to the east and twenty-five thousand long to the south; and the holy
place of the Lordwill be in themiddle of it. 11For the priests who have been
made holy, those of the sons of Zadok who kept the orders I gave them, who
didnot goout of the rightwaywhen the childrenof Israelwent from theway,
as the Levites did, 12 Even for them will be the offering from the offering
of the land, a thing most holy, on the limit of the land given to the Levites.
13 And the Levites are to have a part of the land equal to the limit of the
priests', twenty-five thousand long and ten thousand wide, all of it together
to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousand wide. 14And they are
not to let any of it go for a price, or give it in exchange; and the part of the
land given to the Lord is not to go into other hands: for it is holy to the Lord.
15 And the other five thousand, measured from side to side, in front of the
twenty-five thousand, is to be for common use, for the town, for living in
and for a free space: and the town will be in the middle of it. 16And these
will be its measures: the north side, four thousand five hundred, and the
south side, four thousand five hundred, and on the east side, four thousand
five hundred, and on the west side, four thousand five hundred. 17And the
town will have a free space on the north of two hundred and fifty, on the
south of two hundred and fifty, on the east of two hundred and fifty, and on
the west of two hundred and fifty. 18And the rest, in measure as long as the
holy offering, will be ten thousand to the east and ten thousand to the west:
and its produce will be for food for the workers of the town. 19 It will be
farmed byworkers of the town from all the tribes of Israel. 20The size of the
offering all together is to be twenty-five thousand by twenty-five thousand:
you are tomake the holy offering a square, togetherwith the property of the
town. 21And the rest is to be for the prince, on this side and on that side of
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the holy offering and of the property of the town, in front of the twenty-five
thousand to the east, as far as the east limit, and to the west, in front of the
twenty-five thousand, as far as the west limit, and of the same measure as
those parts; it will be the property of the prince: and the holy offering and
holy place of the house will be in the middle of it. 22 And the property of
the Levites and the property of the townwill be in themiddle of the prince's
property; between the limit of Judah's part and the limit of Benjamin's part
will be for the prince. 23And as for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to
the west side: Benjamin, one part. 24And on the limit of Benjamin, from the
east side to the west side: Simeon, one part. 25And on the limit of Simeon,
from the east side to the west side: Issachar, one part. 26And on the limit of
Issachar, from the east side to the west side: Zebulun, one part. 27 And on
the limit of Zebulun, from the east side to thewest side: Gad one part. 28And
on the limit of Gad, on the south side and to the south of it, the limit will be
from Tamar to the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the stream, to the Great
Sea. 29 This is the land of which distribution is to be made by the decision
of the Lord, among the tribes of Israel for their heritage, and these are their
heritages, says the Lord. 30And these are the outskirts of the town: on the
north side, four thousand five hundred by measure; 31And the doors of the
town are to be named by the names of the tribes of Israel; three doors on the
north, one for Reuben, one for Judah, one for Levi; 32 And at the east side,
four thousand five hundred by measure, and three doors, one for Joseph,
one for Benjamin, one for Dan; 33And at the south side, four thousand five
hundred bymeasure, and three doors, one for Simeon, one for Issachar, one
for Zebulun; 34 At the west side, four thousand five hundred by measure,
with their three doors, one for Gad, one for Asher, one for Naphtali. 35 It is
to be eighteen thousand all round: and the name of the town from that day
will be, The Lord is there.
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the rule of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem, shutting it in with his forces. 2And the
Lord gave into his hands Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with some of the vessels
of the house of God; and he took them away into the land of Shinar to the
house of his god; and he put the vessels into the store-house of his god. 3And
the king gave orders to Ashpenaz, the captain of his unsexed servants, to
take in some of the children of Israel, certain of the king's family, and those
of high birth; 4Young men who were strong and healthy, good-looking, and
trained in all wisdom, having a good education and much knowledge, and
able to take positions in the king's house; and to have them trained in the
writing and language of the Chaldaeans. 5And a regular amount of food and
wine every day from the king's table was ordered for them by the king; and
they were to be cared for for three years so that at the end of that time they
might take their places before the king. 6 And among these there were, of
the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 And the
captain of the unsexed servants gave them names; to Daniel he gave the
name of Belteshazzar, to Hananiah the name of Shadrach, to Mishael the
name of Meshach, and to Azariah the name of Abed-nego. 8And Daniel had
come to the decision that hewould notmake himself uncleanwith the king's
food or wine; so he made a request to the captain of the unsexed servants
that he might not make himself unclean. 9And God put into the heart of the
captain of the unsexed servants kind feelings and pity for Daniel. 10 And
the captain of the unsexed servants said to Daniel, I am in fear of my lord
the king, who has given orders about your food and your drink; what if he
sees you looking less happy than the other young men of your generation?
then you would have put my head in danger from the king. 11 Then Daniel
said to the keeper in whose care the captain of the unsexed servants had
put Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 12Put your servants to the test
for ten days; let them give us grain for our food and water for our drink.
13 Then take a look at our faces and the faces of the young men who have
food from the king's table; and, having seen them, do to your servants as it
seems right to you. 14So he gave ear to them in this thing and put them to the
test for ten days. 15And at the end of ten days their faces seemed fairer and
they were fatter in flesh than all the young men who had their food from
the king's table. 16 So the keeper regularly took away their meat and the
wine which was to have been their drink, and gave them grain. 17Now as
for these four youngmen, God gave themknowledge andmade themexpert
in all book-learning and wisdom: and Daniel was wise in all visions and
dreams. 18Now at the end of the time fixed by the king for them to go in, the
captain of the unsexed servants took them in to Nebuchadnezzar. 19And the
king had talk with them; and among them all there was no one like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; so they were given places before the king.
20And inanybusinessneedingwisdomandgoodsense, aboutwhich theking
put questions to them, he saw that they were ten times better than all the
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wonder-workers and users of secret arts in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel
went on till the first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the rule of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had

dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his sleep went from him. 2 Then
the king gave orders that the wonder-workers, and the users of secret arts,
and thosewhomade use of evil powers, and the Chaldaeans, were to be sent
for to make clear to the king his dreams. So they came and took their places
before the king. 3 And the king said to them, I have had a dream, and my
spirit is troubledby thedesire tohave thedreammadeclear tome. 4Then the
Chaldaeans said to the king in the Aramaean language, O King, have life for
ever: giveyour servantsanaccountof yourdream, andwewillmakeclear to
you the sense of it. 5The kingmade answer and said to the Chaldaeans, This
is my decision: if you do not make clear to me the dream and the sense of it,
you will be cut in bits and your houses made waste. 6But if you make clear
the dream and the sense of it, you will have fromme offerings and rewards
and great honour: so make clear to me the dream and the sense of it. 7 A
second time they said in answer, Let the king give his servants an account
of his dream, and we will make clear the sense. 8 The king made answer
and said, I am certain that you are attempting to getmore time, because you
see that my decision is fixed; 9 That if you do not make my dream clear to
me there is only one fate for you: for you have made ready false and evil
words to say before me till the times are changed: so give me an account
of the dream, and I will be certain that you are able to make the sense of it
clear. 10Then the Chaldaeans said to the king in answer, There is not a man
on earth able to make clear the king's business; for no king, however great
his power, has ever made such a request to any wonder-worker or user of
secret arts or Chaldaean. 11The king's request is a very hard one, and there
is no otherwho is able tomake it clear to the king, but the gods,whose living-
place is notwithflesh. 12Becauseof this thekingwasangryand full ofwrath,
and gave orders for the destruction of all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the
order went out that the wise men were to be put to death; and they were
looking for Daniel and his friends to put them to death. 14Then Daniel gave
an answer with wisdom and good sense to Arioch, the captain of the king's
armed men, who had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon;
15 He made answer and said to Arioch, O captain of the king, why is the
king's order so cruel? Then Arioch gave Daniel an account of the business.
16And Daniel went in and made a request to the king to give him time and
he would make clear the sense of his dream to the king. 17And Daniel went
to his house and gave his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah the news:
18 So that they might make a request for the mercy of the God of heaven in
the question of this secret; so that Daniel and his friends might not come to
destruction with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19Then the secret was
made clear to Daniel in a vision of the night. And Daniel gave blessing to
the God of heaven. 20 And Daniel said in answer, May the name of God be
praised for ever and ever: for wisdom and strength are his: 21By him times
and years are changed: by him kings are taken away and kings are lifted
up: he gives wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to those whose minds are
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awake: 22 He is the unveiler of deep and secret things: he has knowledge
of what is in the dark, and the light has its living-place with him. 23 I give
you praise and worship, O God of my fathers, who have given me wisdom
and strength, and have now made clear to me what we were requesting
from you: for you have given us knowledge of the king's business. 24 For
this reason Daniel went to Arioch, to whom the king had given orders for
the destruction of the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, Do not put to
death the wise men of Babylon: take me in before the king and I will make
clear to him the sense of the dream. 25 Then Arioch quickly took Daniel in
before the king, and said to him, Here is a man from among the prisoners
of Judah, who will make clear to the king the sense of the dream. 26 The
king made answer and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Are
you able to make clear to me the dream which I saw and its sense? 27 Then
Daniel said in answer to the king, No wise men, or users of secret arts, or
wonder-workers, or readers of signs, are able to make clear to the king the
secret he is searching for; 28 But there is a God in heaven, the unveiler of
secrets, and he has given to King Nebuchadnezzar knowledge of what will
take place in the last days. Your dreams and the visions of your head on
your bed are these: 29 As for you, O King, the thoughts which came to you
on your bed were of what will come about after this: and the unveiler of
secrets has made clear to you what is to come. 30 As for me, this secret is
not made clear to me because of any wisdom which I have more than any
living man, but in order that the sense of the dream may be made clear to
the king, and that you may have knowledge of the thoughts of your heart.
31You, OKing, were looking, and a great imagewas there. This image, which
was very great, andwhose glory was very bright, was placed before you: its
form sent fear into the heart. 32As for this image, its head was made of the
best gold, its breast and its arms were of silver, its middle and its sides were
of brass, 33 Its legs of iron, its feet were in part of iron and in part of potter's
earth. 34While you were looking at it, a stone was cut out, but not by hands,
and it gave the image a blow on its feet, which were of iron and earth, and
they were broken in bits. 35 Then the iron and the earth, the brass and the
silver and the gold, were smashed together, and became like the dust on the
floors where grain is crushed in summer; and the wind took them away so
that no sign of them was to be seen: and the stone which gave the image a
blow became a great mountain, covering all the earth. 36This is the dream;
and we will make clear to the king the sense of it. 37 You, O King, king of
kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and
the strength, and the glory, 38Wherever the children of men are living; into
whose hands he has given the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven,
and has made you ruler over them all, you are the head of gold. 39 And
after you another kingdom, lower than you, will come to power; and a third
kingdom, of brass, ruling over all the earth. 40And the fourth kingdomwill
be strong as iron: because, as all things are broken and overcome by iron, so
it will have the power of crushing and smashing down all the earth. 41And
as you saw the feet and toes, part of potter's work and part of iron, there
will be a division in the kingdom; but there will be some of the strength of
iron in it, because you saw the iron mixed with the potter's earth. 42And as
the toes of the feet were in part of iron and in part of earth, so part of the
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kingdom will be strong and part of it will readily be broken. 43And as you
saw the ironmixedwith earth, theywill give their daughters to one another
as wives: but they will not be united one with another, even as iron is not
mixed with earth. 44And in the days of those kings, the God of heaven will
put up a kingdom which will never come to destruction, and its power will
never be given into the hands of another people, and all these kingdomswill
be broken and overcome by it, but it will keep its place for ever. 45Because
you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that
by it the iron and the brass and the earth and the silver and the gold were
broken to bits, a great God has given the king knowledge of what is to take
place in the future: the dream is fixed, and its sense is certain. 46Then King
Nebuchadnezzar, falling down on his face, gaveworship to Daniel, and gave
orders for an offering and spices to be given to him; 47 And the king made
answer to Daniel and said, Truly, your God is a God of gods and a Lord of
kings, and an unveiler of secrets, for you have been able to make this secret
clear. 48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him offerings in great
number, andmade him ruler over all the land of Babylon, and chief over all
thewisemen of Babylon. 49And at Daniel's request, the king gave Shadrach,
Meshach, andAbed-nego authority over the business of the land of Babylon:
but Daniel was kept near the king's person.

3
1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and

six cubits wide: he put it up in the valley of Dura, in the land of Babylon.
2 And Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to get together all the captains, the
chiefs, the rulers, the wise men, the keepers of public money, the judges,
the overseers, and all the rulers of the divisions of the country, to come
to see the unveiling of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put
up. 3 Then the captains, the chiefs, the rulers, the wise men, the keepers of
public money, the judges, the overseers, and all the rulers of the divisions
of the country, came together to see the unveiling of the image which
Nebuchadnezzar the king had put up; and they took their places before the
imagewhichNebuchadnezzarhadputup. 4Thenoneof theking's criers said
in a loud voice, To you the order is given, O peoples, nations, and languages,
5That when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and
all sorts of instruments, comes to your ears, you are to go down on your
faces in worship before the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king
has put up: 6And anyone not falling down and worshipping will that same
hour be put into a burning and flaming fire. 7 So at that time, all the people,
when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and all sorts of
instruments, came to their ears, went down on their faces inworship before
the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put up. 8 At that
time certain Chaldaeans came near andmade a statement against the Jews.
9Theymade answer and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king, O King, have life
for ever. 10You, OKing, have given an order that everyman,when the sound
of thehorn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, andall sorts of instruments,
comes to his ears, is to go down on his face in worship before the image of
gold: 11 And anyone not falling down and worshipping is to be put into a
burning andflaming fire. 12There are certain Jewswhomyouhave put over
the business of the land of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego;
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these men have not given attention to you, O King: they are not servants
of your gods or worshippers of the gold image which you have put up.
13ThenNebuchadnezzar in hiswrath andpassion gave orders for Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego to be sent for. Then they made these men come
in before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar made answer and said to them, Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, that you will not be servants of
my god or give worship to the image of gold which I have put up? 15Now if
you are ready, on hearing the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery,
bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments, to go down on your faces in worship
before the image which I have made, it is well: but if you will not give
worship, that samehour youwill be put into a burning andflamingfire; and
what god is therewhowill be able to take you out ofmy hands? 16Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, answering Nebuchadnezzar the king, said, There
is no need for us to give you an answer to this question. 17 If our God, whose
servants we are, is able to keep us safe from the burning and flaming fire,
and from your hands, O King, he will keep us safe. 18 But if not, be certain,
O King, that we will not be the servants of your gods, or give worship to the
image of gold which you have put up. 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
wrath, and the form of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego: and he gave orders that the fire was to be heated up seven
times more than it was generally heated. 20 And he gave orders to certain
strong men in his army to put cords on Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego
andput them into the burning andflamingfire. 21Then thesemenhad cords
put round them as they were, in their coats, their trousers, their hats, and
their clothing, and were dropped into the burning and flaming fire. 22And
because theking's orderwasnot tobeput onone side, and theheat of thefire
was so great, themenwho tookup Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-negowere
burned to death by the flame of the fire. 23And these three men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, with the cords about them, went down into the
burning and flaming fire. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar, full of fear and
wonder, got up quickly, and said to his wise men, Did we not put three men
in cords into the fire? and they made answer and said to the king, True, O
King. 25He made answer and said, Look! I see four men loose, walking in
themiddle of the fire, and they are not damaged; and the form of the fourth
is like a son of the gods. 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near the door of the
burning and flaming fire: he made answer and said, Shadrach, Meshach,
andAbed-nego, you servants of theMostHighGod, comeout and comehere.
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego came out of the fire. 27 And the
captains, the chiefs, and the rulers, and the king's wise men who had come
together, saw thesemen, overwhose bodies the fire had no power, and not a
hair of their headswas burned, and their coatswere not changed, and there
was no smell of fire about them. 28Nebuchadnezzarmade answer and said,
Praise be to the God of Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego, who has sent his
angel andkept his servants safewhohad faith inhim, andwhoput the king's
word on one side and gave up their bodies to the fire, so that theymight not
be servants or worshippers of any other god but their God. 29 And it is my
decision that any people, nation, or language saying evil against the God of
Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego,will be cut tobits and theirhousesmade
waste: because there is no other god who is able to give salvation such as
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this. 30Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego even greater
authority in the land of Babylon.

4
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all the peoples, nations, and languages

living in all the earth: May your peace be increased. 2 It has seemed good to
me to make clear the signs and wonders which the Most High God has done
with me. 3How great are his signs! and how full of power are his wonders!
his kingdom is an eternal kingdom and his rule goes on from generation to
generation. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest inmy place, and all thingswere
going well for me in my great house: 5 I saw a dream which was a cause of
great fear tome; I was troubled by the images ofmymind onmybed, and by
the visions of my head. 6And I gave orders for all the wise men of Babylon
to come in before me so that they might make clear to me the sense of my
dream. 7Then thewonder-workers, the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans,
and the readers of signs came in to me: and I put the dream before them
but they did not make clear the sense of it to me. 8But at last Daniel came in
beforeme, he whose namewas Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and
inwhomis the spirit of theholygods: and Iput thedreambeforehim, saying,
9O Belteshazzar, master of the wonder-workers, because I am certain that
the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and you are troubled by no secret; this
is the dream which I saw: make clear to me its sense. 10 On my bed I saw
a vision: there was a tree in the middle of the earth, and it was very high.
11 And the tree became tall and strong, stretching up to heaven, and to be
seen from the ends of the earth: 12 Its leaveswere fair and it hadmuch fruit,
and in it was food enough for all: the beasts of the field had shade under
it, and the birds of heaven were resting in its branches, and it gave food to
all living things. 13 In the visions of my head on my bed I saw a watcher, a
holy one, coming down from heaven, 14 Crying out with a loud voice; and
this is what he said: Let the tree be cut down and its branches broken off; let
its leaves be taken off and its fruit sent in every direction: let the beasts get
away from under it and the birds from its branches: 15But keep its broken
end and its roots still in the earth, evenwith a bandof iron andbrass; let him
have the young grass of the field for food, and let himbewetwith the dew of
heaven, and let his part be with the beasts. 16Let his heart be changed from
that of a man, and the heart of a beast be given to him; and let seven times
go by him. 17 This order is fixed by the watchers, and the decision is by the
word of the holy ones: so that the living may be certain that the Most High
is ruler over the kingdom of men, and gives it to any man at his pleasure,
lifting up over it the lowest of men. 18 This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar,
saw; and do you, O Belteshazzar, make clear the sense of it, for all the wise
men of my kingdom are unable to make the sense of it clear to me; but you
are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in you. 19ThenDaniel, whose name
was Belteshazzar, was at a loss for a time, his thoughts troubling him. The
king made answer and said, Belteshazzar, do not be troubled by the dream
or by the sense of it. Belteshazzar, answering, said, My lord, may the dream
be about your haters, and its sense about those who are against you. 20The
tree which you saw, which became tall and strong, stretching up to heaven
and seen from the ends of the earth; 21Whichhad fair leaves andmuch fruit,
and had in it food for all; underwhich the beasts of the fieldwere living, and
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in the branches of which the birds of heaven had their resting-places: 22 It is
you, OKing,whohavebecomegreat and strong: for your power is increased
and stretching up to heaven, and your rule to the end of the earth. 23And as
for thevisionwhich theking sawofawatcher, aholyone, comingdownfrom
heaven, saying, Let the tree be cut down and given to destruction; 24 This
is the sense of it, O King, and it is the decision of the Most High which has
come on my lord the king: 25 That they will send you out from among men,
to be with the beasts of the field; they will give you grass for your food like
the oxen, and you will be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven times will
go by you, till you are certain that the Most High is ruler in the kingdom of
men, and gives it to any man at his pleasure. 26And as they gave orders to
let the broken end and the roots of the tree be, so your kingdomwill be safe
for you after it is clear to you that the heavens are ruling. 27 For this cause,
O King, let my suggestion be pleasing to you, and let your sins be covered
by righteousness and your evil-doing by mercy to the poor, so that the time
of your well-being may be longer. 28All this came to King Nebuchadnezzar.
29At the end of twelvemonths hewaswalking on the roof of his great house
in Babylon. 30 The king made answer and said, Is this not great Babylon,
which I havemade for the living-place of kings, by the strength ofmy power
and for the glory of my honour? 31 While the word was still in the king's
mouth, a voice came down from heaven, saying, O King Nebuchadnezzar,
to you it is said: The kingdom has gone from you: 32And they will send you
out from among men, to be with the beasts of the field; they will give you
grass for your food like the oxen, and seven times will go by you, till you are
certain that the Most High is ruler in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
anyman at his pleasure. 33That very hour the order about Nebuchadnezzar
was put into effect: and hewas sent out from amongmen, and had grass for
his food like the oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his
hair became long as eagles' feathers and his nails like those of birds. 34And
at the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifting up my eyes to heaven, got
back my reason, and, blessing the Most High, I gave praise and honour to
himwho is living for ever, whose rule is an eternal rule andwhose kingdom
goes on from generation to generation. 35And all the people of the earth are
asnothing: hedoeshispleasure in thearmyofheavenandamong thepeople
of the earth: and no one is able to keep back his hand, or say to him, What
are you doing? 36At the same time my reason came back to me; and for the
glory of my kingdom, my honour andmy great name came back to me; and
mywisemen andmy lords were turned tome again; and I wasmade safe in
my kingdom and had more power than before. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar,
give worship and praise and honour to the King of heaven; for all his works
are true and hisways are right: and thosewho go in pride he is able tomake
low.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords,

drinking wine before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, while he was overcome
withwine, gave orders for them to put before him the gold and silver vessels
whichNebuchadnezzar, his father, had taken from the Temple in Jerusalem;
so that the king and his lords, his wives and his other women, might take
their drink from them. 3Then they took in the gold and silver vessels which
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had been in the Temple of the house of God at Jerusalem; and the king and
his lords, his wives and his other women, took wine from them. 4They took
their wine and gave praise to the gods of gold and silver, of brass and iron
and wood and stone. 5 In that very hour the fingers of a man's hand were
seen,writing opposite the support for the light on thewhitewall of the king's
house, and the king saw the part of the hand which was writing. 6 Then
the colour went from the king's face, and he was troubled by his thoughts;
strength went from his body, and his knees were shaking. 7The king, crying
out with a loud voice, said that the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans, and
the readers of signs, were to be sent for. The king made answer and said
to the wise men of Babylon, Whoever is able to make out this writing, and
make clear to me the sense of it, will be clothed in purple and have a chain
of gold round his neck, and will be a ruler of high authority in the kingdom.
8 Then all the king's wise men came in: but they were not able to make out
the writing or give the sense of it to the king. 9 Then King Belshazzar was
greatly troubled and the colour went from his face, and his lords were at a
loss. 10The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into
the house of the feast: the queenmade answer and said, OKing, have life for
ever; donot be troubledby your thoughts or let the colour go fromyour face:
11There is aman in your kingdom inwhom is the spirit of the holy gods; and
in the days of your father, light and reason like the wisdom of the gods were
seen in him: and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father, made him master of
the wonder-workers, and the users of secret arts, and the Chaldaeans, and
the readers of signs; 12 Because a most special spirit, and knowledge and
reason and the power of reading dreams and unfolding dark sayings and
answering hard questions, were seen to be in him, even in Daniel (named
Belteshazzar by the king): now let Daniel be sent for, and he will make clear
the sense of thewriting. 13Then they tookDaniel in before the king; the king
made answer and said to Daniel, So you are that Daniel, of the prisoners of
Judah, whom my father took out of Judah. 14 And I have had news of you,
that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and reason and special
wisdomhave been seen in you. 15And now thewisemen, the users of secret
arts, have been sent in beforeme for the purpose of reading thiswriting and
making clear to me the sense of it: but they are not able to make clear the
sense of the thing: 16And I have had news of you, that you have the power of
making things clear, andof answeringhardquestions: now if you are able to
makeout thewritingandgiveme the senseof it, youwill be clothed inpurple
and have a gold chain round your neck and be a ruler of high authority in
the kingdom. 17 Then Daniel made answer and said to the king, Keep your
offerings for yourself, and give your rewards to another; but I, after reading
the writing to the king, will give him the sense of it. 18 As for you, O King,
the Most High God gave to Nebuchadnezzar, your father, the kingdom and
great power and glory and honour: 19 And because of the great power he
gavehim, all peoples andnations and languageswere shaking in fear before
him: some he put to death and others he kept living, at his pleasure, lifting
up some and putting others down as it pleased him. 20 But when his heart
was lifted up and his spirit became hard with pride, he was put down from
his place as king, and they took his glory from him: 21And he was sent out
from among the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts', and
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he was living with the asses of the fields; he had grass for his food like the
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he was certain that
the Most High is ruler in the kingdom of men, and gives power over it to
anyone at his pleasure. 22 And you, his son, O Belshazzar, have not kept
your heart free from pride, though you had knowledge of all this; 23But you
have been lifting yourself up against the Lord of heaven, and they have put
the vessels of his house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and
your women, have taken wine in them; and you have given praise to gods
of silver and gold, of brass and iron and wood and stone, who are without
the power of seeing or hearing, and without knowledge: and to the God
in whose hand your breath is, and whose are all your ways, you have not
given glory; 24Then the part of the hand was sent out from before him, and
this writing was recorded. 25 And this is the writing which was recorded,
Mene, tekel, peres. 26 This is the sense of the words: Mene; your kingdom
has been numbered by God and ended. 27 Tekel; you have been put in the
scales and seen to be under weight. 28Peres; your kingdom has been cut up
and given to the Medes and Persians. 29 Then, by the order of Belshazzar,
they put a purple robe on Daniel, and a gold chain round his neck, and a
public statement wasmade that hewas to be a ruler of high authority in the
kingdom. 30That very night Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldaeans, was put
to death. 31And Darius the Mede took the kingdom, being then about sixty-
two years old.

6
1 Darius was pleased to put over the kingdom a hundred and twenty

captains, who were to be all through the kingdom; 2 And over them were
three chief rulers, of whom Daniel was one; and the captains were to be
responsible to the chief rulers, so that the king might undergo no loss.
3Then this Daniel did his work better than the chief rulers and the captains,
because there was a special spirit in him; and it was the king's purpose to
put him over all the kingdom. 4Then the chief rulers and the captains were
looking for some cause for putting Daniel in the wrong in connection with
the kingdom, but theywere unable to put forward anywrongdoing or error
against him; because he was true, and no error or wrong was to be seen in
him. 5Then thesemen said,Wewill only get a reason for attacking Daniel in
connectionwith the lawofhisGod. 6Then these chief rulers and the captains
came to the king and said to him, O King Darius, have life for ever. 7All the
chief rulers of the kingdom, the chiefs and the captains, the wise men and
the rulers, have made a common decision to put in force a law having the
king's authority, and to give a strong order, that whoevermakes any request
to any god or man but you, O King, for thirty days, is to be put into the lions'
hole. 8 Now, O King, put the order in force, signing the writing so that it
may not be changed, like the law of the Medes and Persians which may not
come to an end. 9 For this reason King Darius put his name on the writing
and the order. 10And Daniel, on hearing that the writing had been signed,
went into his house; (now he had windows in his room on the roof opening
in the direction of Jerusalem;) and three times a day he went down on his
knees in prayer and praise before his God, as he had done before. 11 Then
these men were watching and saw Daniel making prayers and requesting
grace before his God. 12 Then they came near before the king and said, O



Daniel 6:13 896 Daniel 7:4

King, have you not put your name to an order that any man who makes a
request to any god or man but you, O King, for thirty days, is to be put into
the lions' hole? The kingmade answer and said, The thing is fixed by the law
of theMedes andPersianswhichmaynot come to an end. 13Then theymade
answer and said before the king, Daniel, one of the prisoners of Judah, has
no respect for you, O King, or for the order signed by you, but three times a
day he makes his prayer to God. 14When this thing came to the king's ears,
it was very evil to him, and his heart was fixed on keeping Daniel safe, and
till the going down of the sun he was doing everything in his power to get
him free. 15 Then these men said to the king, Be certain, O King, that by the
law of the Medes and Persians no order or law which the king has put into
forcemay be changed. 16Then the king gave the order, and they took Daniel
and put him into the lions' hole. The king made answer and said to Daniel,
Your God, whose servant you are at all times, will keep you safe. 17 Then
they got a stone and put it over the mouth of the hole, and it was stamped
with the king's stamp and with the stamp of the lords, so that the decision
about Danielmight not be changed. 18Then the kingwent to his great house,
and took no food that night, and no ... were placed before him, and his sleep
went from him. 19Then very early in the morning the king got up and went
quickly to the lions' hole. 20And when he came near the hole where Daniel
was, he gave a loud cry of grief; the king made answer and said to Daniel,
O Daniel, servant of the living God, is your God, whose servant you are at
all times, able to keep you safe from the lions? 21 Then Daniel said to the
king, O King, have life for ever. 22 My God has sent his angel to keep the
lions' mouths shut, and they have done me no damage: because I was seen
to be without sin before him; and further, before you, O King, I have done
no wrong. 23Then the king was very glad, and gave orders for them to take
Daniel up out of the hole. So Daniel was taken up out of the hole and he was
seen to be untouched, because he had faith in his God. 24And at the king's
order, they took those men who had said evil against Daniel, and put them
in the lions' hole, with their wives and their children; and they had not got
to the floor of the hole before the lions overcame them and all their bones
were broken. 25 Then King Darius sent a letter to all the peoples, nations,
and languages, living inall theearth: Mayyourpeacebe increased. 26 It ismy
order that in all the kingdomofwhich I am ruler,men are to be shakingwith
fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, unchanging for ever,
and his kingdom is one which will never come to destruction, his rule will
go on to the end. 27He gives salvation andmakesmen free fromdanger, and
does signs andwonders in heaven and earth, who has kept Daniel safe from
thepower of the lions. 28So thisDaniel didwell in the kingdomofDarius and
in the kingdom of Cyrus the Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream, and

visions came into his head on his bed: then he put the dream in writing. 2 I
had a vision by night, and saw the four winds of heaven violently moving
the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, different one
from another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagle's wings; while I was
watching its wings were pulled off, and it was lifted up from the earth and
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placed on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 5 And I
saw another beast, like a bear, and it was lifted up on one side, and three
side-bones were in its mouth, between its teeth: and they said to it, Up! take
much flesh. 6 After this I saw another beast, like a leopard, which had on
its back four wings like those of a bird; and the beast had four heads, and
the power of a ruler was given to it. 7After this, in my vision of the night, I
sawa fourthbeast, a thing causing fear andvery troubling, full of power and
very strong; and it had great iron teeth: it took its food, crushing some of it
to bits and stamping down the rest with its feet: it was different from all the
beasts before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I was watching the horns with care,
and I sawanother coming up among them, a little one, beforewhich three of
the first horns were pulled up by the roots: and therewere eyes like aman's
eyes in this horn, and a mouth saying great things. 9 I went on looking till
the seats of kings were placed, and one like a very oldman took his seat: his
clothingwaswhite as snow, and the hair of his headwas like cleanwool; his
seat was flames of fire and its wheels burning fire. 10 A stream of fire was
flowing and coming out from before him: a thousand thousands were his
servants, and ten thousand times ten thousand were in their places before
him: the judgewas seated and the bookswere open. 11Then I saw—because
of the voice of the great words which the horn said— I saw till the beast was
put to death, and its body was given to destruction, and the beast was given
to the burning of fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their authority was
taken away: but they let them go on living for a measure of time. 13 I saw
in visions of the night, and there was coming with the clouds of heaven one
like aman, andhe came to the onewhowas very old, and they tookhimnear
before him. 14 And to him was given authority and glory and a kingdom;
and all peoples, nations, and languages were his servants: his authority is
an eternal authority which will not come to an end, and his kingdom is one
whichwill not come todestruction. 15As forme,Daniel,myspiritwaspained
because of this, and the visions ofmyheadwere troublingme. 16 I camenear
to one of those whowerewaiting there, questioning him about what all this
was. And he said to me that he would make clear to me the sense of these
things. 17These great beasts are fourkingswhowill be cut off from the earth.
18But the saints of the Most High will take the kingdom, and it will be theirs
for ever, even for ever and ever. 19 Then it was my desire to have certain
knowledge about the fourth beast, which was different from all the others,
a cause of great fear, whose teeth were of iron and his nails of brass; who
took his food, crushing some of it to bits and stamping on the rest with his
feet; 20And about the ten horns on his head and the other which came up,
causing the fall of three; that hornwhich had eyes, and amouth saying great
things, which seemed to be greater than the other horns. 21And I saw how
that horn made war on the saints and overcame them, 22 Till he came, who
was very old, and the decision wasmade and the authority was given to the
saintsof theMostHigh; and the timecamewhen the saints took thekingdom.
23This iswhat he said: The fourth beast is a fourth kingdomwhichwill come
on earth, different from all the kingdoms, and it will overcome all the earth,
crushing it down and smashing it. 24 And as for the ten horns, out of this
kingdom ten kings will come to power; and after them another will come
up: he will be different from the first ones and will put down three kings.
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25And he will say words against the Most High, attempting to put an end to
the saints of the Most High; and he will have the idea of changing times and
law; and the saintswill begiven intohishands fora timeand timesandhalf a
time. 26But the judgewill be seated, and theywill put an end tohis authority,
to overcome it and send complete destruction on it. 27And the kingdom and
the authority and the power of the kingdoms under all the heaven will be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High: his kingdom is an eternal
kingdom, and all powers will be his servants and do his pleasure. 28Here
is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, I was greatly troubled by my
thoughts, and the colourwent frommy face: but I kept the thing inmyheart.

8
1 In the third year of the rule of Belshazzar the king, a vision was seen by

me, Daniel, after the one I saw at first. 2And I saw in the vision; and when
I saw it, I was in the strong town Shushan, which is in the country of Elam;
and in the vision Iwas by thewater-door of theUlai. 3And lifting upmyeyes,
I saw, there before the stream, a male sheep with two horns: and the two
horns were high, but one was higher than the other, the higher one coming
up last. 4 I saw the sheep pushing to the west and to the north and to the
south; and no beasts were able to keep their place before him, and no one
was able to get people out of his power; but he did whatever his pleasure
was andmade himself great. 5Andwhile Iwas giving thought to this, I saw a
he-goat coming from thewest over the face of all the earthwithout touching
the earth: and the he-goat had a great horn between his eyes. 6And he came
to the two-horned sheepwhich I sawbefore the stream, rushingathim in the
heat of his power. 7And I saw him come right up to the sheep, and he was
moved with wrath against him, attacking the sheep so that his two horns
were broken; and the sheep had not strength to keep his place before him,
butwaspusheddownontheearthandcrushedunderhis feet: and therewas
noone to get the sheepout of his power. 8And thehe-goat becamevery great:
and when he was strong, the great horn was broken, and in its place came
up four other horns turned to the four winds of heaven. 9And out of one of
them came another horn, a little one, which became very great, stretching
to the south and to the east and to the beautiful land. 10And it became great,
even as high as the army of heaven, pulling down some of the army, even
of the stars, to the earth and crushing them under its feet. 11 It made itself
great, even as great as the lord of the army; and by it the regular burned
offeringwas taken away, and the place overturned and the holy placemade
waste. 12 ... against the regular burned offering; and ... crushed down to
the earth, and it did its pleasure and things went well for it. 13 Then there
came to my ears the voice of a holy one talking; and another holy one said
to that certain one who was talking, How long will the vision be while the
regular burned offering is taken away, and the unclean thing causing fear
is put up, and the holy place crushed under foot? 14And he said to him, For
two thousand, three hundred evenings and mornings; then the holy place
will be made clean. 15And it came about that when I, Daniel, had seen this
vision, I had a desire for the sense of it to be unfolded; and I saw one before
me in the form of aman. 16And the voice of aman came tomy ears between
the sides of the Ulai, crying out and saying, Gabriel, make the vision clear
to this man. 17 So he came and took his place near where I was; and when
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he came, I was full of fear and went down on my face: but he said to me,
Let it be clear to you, O son of man; for the vision has to do with the time of
the end. 18Now while he was talking to me, I went into a deep sleep with
my face to the earth: but touching me, he put me on my feet where I had
been. 19 And he said, See, I will make clear to you what is to come in the
later time of the wrath: for it has to do with the fixed time of the end. 20The
sheepwhich you sawwith twohorns, they are the kings ofMedia andPersia.
21 And the he-goat is the king of Greece: and the great horn between his
eyes is the first king. 22And as for that which was broken, in place of which
four came up, four kingdoms will come up from his nation, but not with his
power. 23 And in the later years of their kingdom, when their evil doings
have become complete, there will come up a king full of pride and expert
in dark sayings. 24 And his power will be great, and he will be purposing
strange things. And all will go well for him and he will do his pleasure; and
hewill senddestruction on the strong ones. 25Andhis designswill be turned
against the holy people, causing deceit to dowell in his hand; in his heart he
will make himself great, and send destruction on numbers who are living
unconscious of their danger; and he will put himself up against the prince
of princes; but he will be broken, though not by men's hands. 26 And the
vision of evenings andmornings which has been talked of is true: and keep
the vision secret; for it has to dowith the far-off future. 27And I, Daniel, was
ill for some days; then I got up and did the king's business: and I was full of
wonder at the vision, but no one was able to give the sense of it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of theMedes,

whowasmadeking over the kingdomof the Chaldaeans; 2 In thefirst year of
his rule, I, Daniel, saw clearly from the books the number of years given by
the word of the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah, in which themaking waste of
Jerusalemwas tobecomplete, that is, seventyyears. 3And turningmyface to
the Lord God, I gavemyself up to prayer, requesting his grace, goingwithout
food, in haircloth and dust. 4And Imade prayer to the Lordmy God, putting
our sins before him, and said, O Lord, the great God, greatly to be feared.
keepingyour agreement andmercywith thosewhohave love for youanddo
your orders; 5We are sinners, acting wrongly and doing evil; we have gone
against you, turning away from your orders and from your laws: 6We have
not given ear to your servants the prophets, who said words in your name
to our kings and our rulers and our fathers and all the people of the land. 7O
Lord, righteousness is yours, but shame is on us, even to this day; and on the
men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, and on all Israel, those who are
near and thosewhoare far off, in all the countrieswhere youhave sent them
because of the sin which they have done against you. 8O Lord, shame is on
us, on our kings and our rulers and our fathers, because of our sin against
you. 9With the Lord our God aremercies and forgiveness, for we have gone
against him; 10And have not given ear to the voice of the Lord our God to go
in thewayofhis lawswhichheputbeforeusby themouthofhis servants the
prophets. 11And all Israel have been sinners against your law, turning away
so as not to give ear to your voice: and the curse has been let loose on us, and
the oath recorded in the law of Moses, the servant of God, for we have done
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evil againsthim. 12Andhehasgiveneffect tohiswordswhichhe saidagainst
us and against those whowere our judges, by sending a great evil on us: for
under all heaven there has not been donewhat has been done to Jerusalem.
13 As it was recorded in the law of Moses, all this evil has come on us: but
we have made no prayer for grace from the Lord our God that we might be
turned from our evil doings and come to true wisdom. 14 So the Lord has
been watching over this evil and has made it come on us: for the Lord our
God is upright in all his acts which he has done, and we have not given ear
to his voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, who took your people out of the
land of Egypt with a strong hand and made a great name for yourself even
to this day; we are sinners, we have done evil. 16 O Lord, because of your
righteousness, let your wrath and your passion be turned away from your
town Jerusalem, your holy mountain: because, through our sins and the
evil-doing of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a cause
of shame to all who are round about us. 17And now, give ear, O our God, to
the prayer of your servant and to his request for grace, and let your face be
shining on your holy placewhich ismadewaste, because of your servants, O
Lord. 18Omy God, let your ear be turned and give hearing; let your eyes be
open and see how we have been made waste and the town which is named
by your name: forwe are not offering our prayers before youbecause of our
righteousness, but because of your greatmercies. 19OLord, give ear; OLord,
have forgiveness; O Lord, take note and do; let there be nomorewaiting; for
the honour of your name, OmyGod, because your townandyour people are
named by your name. 20And while I was still saying these words in prayer,
and putting my sins and the sins of my people Israel before the Lord, and
requesting grace from the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God;
21 Even while I was still in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the
vision at first when my weariness was great, put his hand on me about the
time of the evening offering. 22And teaching me and talking to me he said,
O Daniel, I have come now to give you wisdom. 23At the first word of your
prayer awordwent out, and I have come to give you knowledge; for you are
aman dearly loved: so give thought to theword and let the vision be clear to
you. 24Seventyweekshavebeenfixed foryourpeopleandyourholy town, to
letwrongdoingbe complete and sin come to its full limit, and for the clearing
away of evil-doing and the coming in of eternal righteousness: so that the
vision and the word of the prophet may be stamped as true, and to put the
holy oil on a most holy place. 25Have then the certain knowledge that from
the going out of the word for the building again of Jerusalem till the coming
of a prince, onwhom the holy oil has been put, will be sevenweeks: in sixty-
twoweeks its building will be complete, with square and earthwork. 26And
at the end of the times, even after the sixty-two weeks, one on whom the
holy oil has been putwill be cut off and have no...; and the town and the holy
placewill bemadewaste togetherwith a prince; and the endwill comewith
an overflowing of waters, and even to the end therewill bewar; themaking
wastewhichhasbeenfixed. 27Anda strongorderwill be sent out against the
great number for one week; and so for half of the week the offering and the
meal offering will come to an end; and in its place will be an unclean thing
causing fear; till thedestructionwhichhasbeenfixed is let loose onhimwho
hasmade waste.
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10
1 In the third year of Cyrus, king of Persia, a secret was unfolded to Daniel,

whose name was Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, even a hard work:
and he had knowledge of it, and the visionwas clear to him. 2 In those days I,
Daniel, gavemyself up to grief for three full weeks. 3 I had no pleasing food,
no meat or wine came into mymouth, and I put no oil on my body till three
full weeks were ended. 4And on the twenty-fourth day of the first month I
was by the side of the great river; 5 And lifting up my eyes I saw the form
of a man clothed in a linen robe, and round him there was a band of gold,
of the best gold: 6And his body was like the beryl, and his face had the look
of a thunder-flame, and his eyes were like burning lights, and his arms and
feet like the colour of polished brass, and the sound of his voice was like the
sound of an army. 7And I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision, for
themenwhowere withme did not see it; but a great shaking came on them
and they went in flight to take cover. 8 So I was by myself, and I saw this
great vision, and all my strength went from me; and the colour went from
my face. 9 But the sound of his words came to my ears, and on hearing his
voice I went into a deep sleepwithmy face to the earth. 10Then a hand gave
me a touch, awakingme, and puttingme onmy knees andmy hands. 11And
he said tome, ODaniel, youman dearly loved, take in the sense of thewords
I say to you and get up on to your feet: for to you I am now sent; and when
he had said this to me I got on to my feet, shaking with fear. 12Then he said
tome, Have no fear, Daniel; for from the first daywhen you gave your heart
to getting wisdom andmaking yourself poor in spirit before your God, your
words have come to his ears: and I have come because of yourwords. 13But
the angel of the kingdom of Persia put himself against me for twenty-one
days; butMichael, one of the chief angels, came tomyhelp; andwhen I came
hewas still therewith the angel of the kings of Persia. 14Now I have come to
give you knowledge of the fate of your people in the later days; for there is
still a vision for the days. 15And after he had said these words to me, I kept
my face turned to the earth and was unable to say anything. 16 Then one
whose formwas like the sons of men put his finger onmy lips; and opening
mymouth, I said to himwhowas beforeme, Omy lord, because of the vision
mypainshave comeonme, and Ihavenomore strength. 17Forhowmay this
servant of my lord have talk with my lord? for, as for me, straight away my
strength went from me and there was no breath in my body. 18 Then again
one having the form of a man put his hand on me and gave me strength.
19And he said to me, O man greatly loved, have no fear: peace be with you,
be strong and let your heart be lifted up. And at his words I became strong,
and said, Letmy lord say on, for youhave givenme strength. 20Thenhe said,
It is clear to youwhy I have come to you. And now Iwill give you an account
of what is recorded in the true writings: 21But I am going back to make war
with the angel of Persia, andwhen I am gone, the angel of Greece will come.
And there is no one onmy side against these, but Michael, your angel.

11
1 And as for me, in the first year of Darius the Mede I was on his side to

make his position safe and make him strong. 2 And now I will make clear
to you what is true. There are still three kings to come in Persia, and the
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fourth will have much greater wealth than all of them: and when he has
become strong through his wealth, he will put his forces in motion against
all the kingdoms of Greece. 3 And a strong king will come to power, ruling
with great authority and doing whatever is his pleasure. 4Andwhen he has
become strong, his kingdomwill be broken and parted to the four winds of
heaven; but not to his offspring, for it will be uprooted; and his kingdom
will be for the others and not for these: but not with the same authority as
his. 5And the king of the south will be strong, but one of his captains will be
stronger than he and will be ruler; and his rule will be a great rule. 6And at
the end of years they will be joined together; and the daughter of the king
of the south will come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but
she will not keep the strength of her arm; and his offspring will not keep
their place; but she will be uprooted, with those who were the cause of her
coming, and her son, and he who took her in those times. 7 But out of a
branch from her roots one will come up to take his place, who will come
against the army, forcing his way into the strong place of the king of the
north, and he will take them in hand and overcome them: 8And their gods
and their metal images and their fair vessels of silver and gold he will take
away into the south; and for some years he will keep away from the king of
the north. 9And he will come into the kingdom of the king of the south, but
hewill go back tohis land. 10Andhis sonwillmakewar, andwill get together
an army of great forces, and hewillmake an attack on him, overflowing and
goingpast: andhewill again take thewar even tohis strongplace. 11And the
king of the southwill bemovedwithwrath, andwill comeout andmakewar
on him, on this same king of the north: and hewill get together a great army,
but the armywill be given into his hand. 12And the armywill be taken away,
and his heart will be uplifted: he will be the cause of the downfall of tens of
thousands, but he will not be strong. 13And again the king of the north will
get together an army greater than the first; and he will make an attack on
himat theendofyears,withagreatarmyandmuchwealth. 14 In those times,
a number will take up arms against the king of the south: and the children
of the violent among your people will be lifting themselves up to make the
vision come true; but it will be their downfall. 15So the king of the northwill
come, and put up earthworks and take a well-armed town: and the forces
of the king of the south will make an attempt to keep their position, even
the best of his army, but they will not have strength to do so. 16And he who
comes against him will do his pleasure, and no one will be able to keep his
place before him: hewill take up his position in the beautiful land and in his
hand therewill be destruction. 17And itwill be his purpose to comewith the
strength of all his kingdom, but in place of this he will make an agreement
with him; and he will give him the daughter of women to send destruction
on it; but this will not take place or come about. 18 After this, his face will
be turned to the islands, and he will take a number of them: but a chief,
by his destruction, will put an end to the shame offered by him; and more
than this, hewill make his shame come back on him. 19Then his facewill be
turned to the strong places of his land: but his way will be stopped, causing
his downfall, and hewill not be seen again. 20Thenhis placewill be taken by
one who will send out a manwith the glory of a king to get wealth together;
but after a short time destruction will overtake him, but not in wrath or in
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the fight. 21Andhis placewill be taken by a lowperson, towhom the honour
of the kingdom had not been given: but he will come in time of peace and
will get thekingdomby fairwords. 22Andhis forceswill be completely taken
away frombefore him and broken; and even the ruler of the agreementwill
have the same fate. 23 And from the time when they make an agreement
with him, he will be working falsely: for he will take up arms suddenly
with a small force, 24 Against fertile places, and will make waste a part of
the country; and he will do what his fathers have not done, or his fathers'
fathers; hewill make distribution among themof goods taken inwar and by
force, and of property: he will even make designs against the strong places
for a time. 25Andhewill put inmotionhis powerandhis strengthagainst the
king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south will go to war
with a very great and strong army: but hewill be forced to giveway, because
of their designs against him; 26And his fears will overcome him and be the
cause of his downfall, and his army will come to complete destruction, and
a great number will be put to the sword. 27And as for these two kings, their
hearts will be fixed on doing evil and they will say false words at one table;
but it will come to nothing: for the end will be at the time fixed. 28And he
will go back to his land with great wealth; and his heart will be against the
holy agreement; and hewill do his pleasure and go back to his land. 29At the
time fixed hewill come back and come into the south; but in the later time it
will not be as it was before. 30For those who go out from the west will come
against him, and he will be in fear and will go back, full of wrath against
the holy agreement; and he will do his pleasure: and he will go back and be
unitedwith thosewhohave givenup theholy agreement. 31Andarmies sent
by himwill take up their position and theywillmake unclean the holy place,
even the strong place, and take away the regular burned offering and put in
its place an unclean thing causing fear. 32And those who do evil against the
agreement will be turned to sin by his fair words: but the people who have
knowledge of theirGodwill be strong anddowell. 33And thosewhoarewise
among thepeoplewill be the teachers of themass of thepeople: but theywill
come to their downfall by the sword and by the flame, beingmade prisoners
and undergoing loss for a long time. 34 Now at the time of their downfall
they will have a little help, but numbers will be joined to them in the town,
and in their separate heritages. 35And some of thosewho arewisewill have
wisdom in testing themselves and making themselves clean, till the time of
the end: for it is still for the fixed time. 36And the king will do his pleasure;
hewill put himself on high, lifting himself over every god, and saying things
to be wondered at against the God of gods; and all will be well for him till
the wrath is complete; for what has been purposed will be done. 37He will
have no respect for the gods of his fathers or for the god desired by women;
he will have no respect for any god: for he will put himself on high over all.
38But in place of this he will give honour to the god of armed places, and to
a god of whom his fathers had no knowledge he will give honour with gold
and silver and jewels and things to be desired. 39 And he will make use of
the people of a strange god to keep his strongest places; to those whom he
takes note of he will give high honour: and he will make them rulers over
themass of the people, andwill make division of the land for a price. 40And
at the time of the end, the king of the south will make an attack on him: and
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the king of the north will come against him like a storm-wind, with war-
carriages andhorsemenandnumbers of ships; andhewill go throughmany
lands like overflowing waters. 41And he will come into the beautiful land,
and tens of thousands will be overcome: but these will be kept from falling
into his hands: Edom and Moab and the chief of the children of Ammon.
42 And his hand will be stretched out on the countries: and the land of the
south will not be safe from him. 43But he will have power over the stores of
gold and silver, and over all the valued things of the south: and the Libyans
and the Ethiopians will be at his steps. 44 But he will be troubled by news
from the east and from the north; and he will go out in great wrath, to send
destruction on, and put an end to, great numbers. 45He will put the tents of
his great housebetween the sea and thebeautiful holymountain: but hewill
come to his end with no helper.

12
1 And at that time Michael will take up his place, the great angel, who is

the supporter of the children of your people: and there will be a time of
trouble, such as there never was from the time there was a nation even till
that same time: and at that time your people will be kept safe, everyone
who is recorded in the book. 2And a number of those who are sleeping in
the dust of the earth will come out of their sleep, some to eternal life and
some to eternal shame. 3 And those who are wise will be shining like the
light of the outstretched sky; and those bywhomnumbers have been turned
to righteousness will be like the stars for ever and ever. 4 But as for you, O
Daniel, let the words be kept secret and the book rolled up and kept shut till
the time of the end: numbers will be going out of the way and troubles will
be increased. 5 Then I, Daniel, looking, saw two others, one at the edge of
the river on this side and one at the edge of the river on that side. 6 And I
said to the man clothed in linen, who was over the waters of the river, How
long will it be to the end of these wonders? 7 Then in my hearing the man
clothed in linen, who was over the river, lifting up his right hand and his
left hand to heaven, took an oath by himwho is living for ever that it would
be a time, times, and a half; and when the power of the crusher of the holy
people comes to an end, all these thingswill be ended. 8And thewords came
tomy ears, but the sense of themwas not clear tome: then I said, Omy lord,
what is the sense of these things? 9And he said, Go on your way, Daniel: for
the words are secret and shut up till the time of the end; 10 Till a number
are tested and make themselves clean; and the evil-doers will do evil; for
not one of the evil-doers will have knowledge; but all will be made clear to
those who are wise. 11And from the time when the regular burned offering
is taken away, and an unclean thing causing fear is put up, there will be a
thousand, two hundred and ninety days. 12 A blessing will be on the man
who goes on waiting, and comes to the thousand, three hundred and thirty-
five days. 13 But you, go on your way and take your rest: for you will be in
your place at the end of the days.
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The Book of
Hosea

1The word of the Lord which came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of
Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel. 2The start of the word of the Lord
by Hosea: And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take for yourself a wife of loose
ways, and children of the same, for the land has been untrue to the Lord.
3 So he took as his wife Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she gave birth
to a son. 4And the Lord said to him, Give him the name of Jezreel, for after a
little time I will send punishment for the blood of Jezreel on the line of Jehu,
and put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5And in that day I will let the bow
of Israel be broken in the valley of Jezreel. 6And after that she gave birth to
a daughter. And the Lord said, Give her the name Lo-ruhamah; for I will not
again havemercy on Israel, to give them forgiveness. 7But Iwill havemercy
on Judah and will give them salvation by the Lord their God, but not by the
bow or the sword or by fighting or by horses or horsemen. 8Nowwhen Lo-
ruhamah had been taken from the breast, the woman gave birth to a son.
9And the Lord said, Give him the name Lo-ammi; for you are notmy people,
and I will not be your God. 10 But still the number of the children of Israel
will be like the sand of the sea, which may not be measured or numbered;
and in place of its being said to them, You are not my people, it will be said
to them, You are the sons of the living God 11And the children of Israel and
the children of Judah will come together and take for themselves one head,
and will go up from the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.

2
1Say to your brothers, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. 2Take up the

cause against yourmother, take it up, for she is notmywife, and I amnot her
husband; let her put away her loose ways from her face, and her false ways
frombetween her breasts; 3For fear that Imay take away her robe fromher,
making her uncovered as in the day of her birth; making her like a waste
place and a dry land, causing her death through need of water. 4And I will
have no mercy on her children, for they are the children of her loose ways.
5For theirmotherhasbeenuntrue; shewhogave thembirthhasdone things
of shame, for she said, I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and
mywater, my wool andmy linen, my oil andmywine. 6For this cause I will
put thorns in her road, building up a wall round her so that she may not go
on her way. 7And if she goes after her lovers she will not overtake them; if
she makes search for them she will not see them; then will she say, I will go
back to my first husband, for then it was better for me than now. 8 For she
had no knowledge that it was I who gave her the grain and thewine and the
oil, increasing her silver and goldwhich they gave to the Baal. 9So Iwill take
away again my grain in its time andmy wine, and I will take away my wool
and my linen with which her body might have been covered. 10 And now
I will make her shame clear before the eyes of her lovers, and no one will
take her out ofmy hand. 11And Iwill put an end to all her joy, her feasts, her
new moons, and her Sabbaths, and all her regular meetings. 12 And I will
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makewaste her vines and her fig-trees, of which she has said, These are the
payments which my lovers have made to me; and I will make them a waste
of trees, and the beasts of the field will take them for food. 13And I will give
her punishment for the days of the Baals, to whom she has been burning
perfumes, when she made herself fair with her nose-rings and her jewels,
and went after her lovers, giving no thought to me, says the Lord. 14For this
cause Iwillmakeher come into thewaste landandwill saywords of comfort
to her. 15And Iwill give her vine-gardens from there, and the valley of Achor
for a door of hope; and she will give her answer there as in the days when
shewas young, and as in the timewhen she cameup out of the land of Egypt.
16And in that day, says the Lord, you will say to me, Ishi; and you will never
againgiveme thenameofBaali; 17For Iwill takeaway thenamesof theBaals
outofhermouth, andneveragainwill she say theirnames. 18And in thatday
I will make an agreement for themwith the beasts of the field and the birds
of heaven and the things which go low on the earth; I will put an end to the
bow and the sword and war in all the land, and will make them take their
rest in peace. 19And Iwill take you asmy bride for ever; truly, I will take you
asmybride in righteousness and in right judging, in love and inmercies. 20 I
will take you as my bride in good faith, and you will have knowledge of the
Lord. 21And it will be, in that day, says the Lord, that I will give an answer
to the heavens, and the heavens to the earth; 22 And the earth will give its
answer to the grain and the wine and the oil, and they will give an answer
to Jezreel; 23And I will put her as seed in the earth, and I will havemercy on
her to whom no mercy was given; and I will say to those who were not my
people, You aremy people, and they will say, My God.

3
1 And the Lord said to me, Give your love again to a woman who has a

lover and is false to her husband, even as the Lord has love for the children
of Israel, though they are turned to other gods and are lovers of grape-cakes.
2 So I got her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half
of barley; 3And I said to her, You are to bemine for a long space of time; you
are not to be false to me, and no other man is to have you for his wife; and
so will I be to you. 4For the children of Israel will for a long time be without
king and without ruler, without offerings and without pillars, and without
ephod or images. 5And after that, the children of Israel will come back and
go in search of the Lord their God and David their king; and they will come
in fear to the Lord and to his mercies in the days to come.

4
1Give ear to the word of the Lord, O children of Israel; for the Lord has a

cause against the people of this land, because there is no good faith in it, and
nomercyandnoknowledgeofGod in the land. 2There is cursingandbroken
faith, violent death and attacks on property, men are untrue inmarried life,
houses are broken into, and there is blood touching blood. 3Because of this
the land will be dry, and everyone living in it will be wasted away, with the
beasts of the field and the birds of heaven; even the fishes of the sea will be
taken away. 4Let noman go to law ormake protests, for your people are like
those who go to lawwith a priest. 5You will not be able to keep on your feet
byday, andbynight theprophetwill be fallingdownwith you, and Iwill give
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yourmother to destruction. 6Destruction has overtakenmy people because
they have no knowledge; because you have given up knowledge, I will give
youup, so that youwill benopriest tome, because youhavenot kept inmind
the law of your God, I will not keep your children in my memory. 7 Even
while they were increasing in number they were sinning against me; I will
let their glory be changed into shame. 8 The sin of my people is like food
to them; and their desire is for their wrongdoing. 9 And the priest will be
like the people; I will give them punishment for their evil ways, and the
reward of their acts. 10 They will have food, but they will not be full; they
will be false tome, but theywill notbe increased, because theyno longergive
thought to the Lord. 11Loose ways and new wine take away wisdom. 12My
people get knowledge from their tree, and their rod gives them news; for a
false spirit is the cause of their wandering, and they have been false to their
God. 13Theymake offerings on the tops of mountains, burning perfumes in
high places, under trees of every sort, because their shade is good: and so
your daughters are given up to loose ways and your brides are false to their
husbands. 14 I will not give punishment to your daughters or your brides for
their evil behaviour; for theymake themselves separate with loose women,
andmake offeringswith thosewho are used for sex purposes in theworship
of the gods: the peoplewhohavenowisdomwill be sent away. 15Donot you,
O Israel, come intoerror; donotyou,O Judah, cometoGilgal, orgoup toBeth-
aven, or take an oath, By the living Lord. 16 For Israel is uncontrolled, like a
cow which may not be controlled; now will the Lord give them food like a
lamb in a wide place. 17Ephraim is joined to false gods; let him be. 18 Their
drink has become bitter; they are completely false; her rulers take pleasure
in shame. 19 They are folded in the skirts of the wind; they will be shamed
because of their offerings.

5
1Give ear to this, O priests; give attention, O Israel, and you, family of the

king; for you are to be judged; you have been a deceit at Mizpah and a net
stretchedout onTabor. 2Theyhave gonedeep in the evilways of Shittim, but
I am the judge of all. 3 I have knowledge of Ephraim, and Israel is not secret
fromme; for now, O Ephraim, you have been false to me, Israel has become
unclean. 4 Their works will not let them come back to their God, for a false
spirit is in them and they have no knowledge of the Lord. 5 And the pride
of Israel gives an answer to his face; and Ephraim will have a fall through
his sins, and the fall of Judah will be the same as theirs. 6They will go, with
their flocks and their herds, in search of the Lord, but they will not see him;
he has taken himself out of their view. 7 They have been false to the Lord;
theyhavegivenbirth to strangechildren; nowthenewmoonwillmake them
waste with their fields. 8 Let the horn be sounded in Gibeah and in Ramah;
give a loud cry in Beth-aven, They are after you, O Benjamin. 9Ephraimwill
become a waste in the day of punishment; I have given knowledge among
the tribesof Israel ofwhat is certain. 10Therulers of Judahare like thosewho
take away a landmark; I will let loose my wrath on them like flowing water.
11Ephraim is troubled; he is crushed by his judges, because he took pleasure
in walking after deceit. 12And so to Ephraim I am like a wasting insect, and
a destruction to the children of Judah. 13WhenEphraim sawhis disease and
Judah his wound, then Ephraim went to Assyria and sent to the great king;
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but he is not able to make you well or give you help for your wound. 14 For
I will be to Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the children of Judah;
I, even I, will give himwounds and go away; I will take him away, and there
will be no helper. 15 I will go back to my place till they are made waste; in
their trouble they will go after me early and will make search for me.

6
1Come, let us go back to the Lord; for he has given us wounds and he will

make us well; he has given blows and he will give help. 2After two days he
will give us life, and on the third day he will make us get up, and we will be
living before him. 3And let us have knowledge, let us go after the knowledge
of the Lord; his going out is certain as the dawn, his decisions go out like the
light; hewill come to us like the rain, like the spring rainwatering the earth.
4O Ephraim, what am I to do to you? O Judah, what am I to do to you? For
your love is like a morning cloud, and like the dew which goes early away.
5 So I have had it cut in stones; I gave them teaching by the words of my
mouth; 6Becausemydesire is formercyandnotofferings; for theknowledge
of God more than for burned offerings. 7 But like a man, they have gone
against the agreement; there theywere false tome. 8Gilead is a town of evil-
doers, markedwith blood. 9And like a band of thieves waiting for aman, so
are the priests watching secretly theway of those going quickly to Shechem,
for they are working with an evil design. 10 In Israel I have seen a very evil
thing; there false ways are seen in Ephraim, Israel is unclean; 11And Judah
has put up disgusting images for himself.

7
1Whenmydesirewas for the fate ofmy people to be changed and tomake

Israel well, then the sin of Ephraim was made clear, and the evil-doing of
Samaria; for their ways are false, and the thief comes into the house, while
the band of outlaws takes property by force in the streets. 2 And they do
not say to themselves that I keep in mind all their sin; now their evil acts
come round them on every side; they are before my face. 3 In their sin they
make a king for themselves, and rulers in their deceit. 4They are all untrue;
they are like a burning oven; the bread-maker does not make up the fire
from the time when the paste is mixed till it is leavened. 5On the day of our
king, the rulers made him ill with the heat of wine; his hand was stretched
out with the men of pride. 6 For they have made their hearts ready like an
oven, while they arewaiting secretly; theirwrath is sleeping all night; in the
morning it is burning like a flaming fire. 7 They are all heated like an oven,
and they put an end to their judges; all their kings have beenmade low; not
one among themmakes prayer to me. 8Ephraim is mixed with the peoples;
Ephraim is a cake not turned. 9Men from other lands have made waste his
strength, and he is not conscious of it; grey hairs have come on him here
and there, and he has no knowledge of it. 10And the pride of Israel gives an
answer to his face; but for all this, they have not gone back to the Lord their
God, or made search for him. 11And Ephraim is like a foolish dove, without
wisdom; they send out their cry to Egypt, they go to Assyria. 12When they
go, my net will be stretched out over them; I will take them like the birds of
heaven, I will give them punishment, I will take them away in the net for
their sin. 13May trouble be theirs! for they have gone far away from me;
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and destruction, for they have been sinning against me; I was ready to be
their saviour, but they said false words against me. 14 And they have not
made prayer to me in their hearts, but they make loud cries on their beds;
they are cutting themselves for food and wine, they are turned against me.
15 Though I have given training and strength to their arms, they have evil
designs against me. 16 They have gone to what is of no value; they are like
a false bow; their captains will come to destruction by the sword, and their
ruler bymywrath; for this, the land of Egypt will make sport of them.

8
1Put the horn to your mouth. He comes like an eagle against the house of

the Lord; because they have gone againstmy agreement, they have not kept
my law. 2Theywill send up tome a cry for help: We, Israel, have knowledge
of you, O God of Israel. 3 Israel has given up what is good; his haters will go
after him. 4They have put up kings, but not byme; they havemade princes,
but I had no knowledge of it; they have made images of silver and gold, so
that they may be cut off. 5 I will have nothing to do with your young ox, O
Samaria; my wrath is burning against them; how long will it be before the
children of Israel make themselves clean? 6 The workman made it, it is no
god; the ox of Samariawill be broken into bits. 7For they have been planting
the wind, and their fruit will be the storm; his grain has no stem, it will give
no meal, and if it does, a strange nation will take it. 8 Israel has come to
destruction; now they are among the nations like a cup in which there is no
pleasure. 9 For they have gone up to Assyria like an ass going by himself;
Ephraim has given money to get lovers. 10 But though they give money to
the nations for help, still I will send them in all directions; and in a short
time they will be without a king and rulers. 11 Because Ephraim has been
increasing altars for sin, altars have become a cause of sin to him. 12Though
I put my law in writing for him in ten thousand rules, they are to him as a
strange thing. 13He gives the offerings of his lovers, and takes the flesh for
food; but the Lord has no pleasure in them; now he will keep in mind their
evil-doing and give them the punishment of their sins; they will go back to
Egypt. 14 For Israel has no memory of his Maker, and has put up the houses
of kings; and Judah has made great the number of his walled towns. But I
will send a fire on his towns and put an end to his great houses.

9
1Have no joy, O Israel, and do not be glad like the nations; for you have

beenuntrue to yourGod; yourdesirehasbeen for the loosewoman's reward
on every grain-floor. 2 The grain-floor and the place where the grapes are
crushed will not give them food; there will be no newwine for them. 3They
will have no resting-place in the Lord's land, but Ephraim will go back to
Egypt, and they will take unclean food in Assyria. 4 They will give no wine
offering to the Lord, they will not make offerings ready for him; their bread
will be like the bread of those in sorrow; all who take it will be unclean,
because their bread will be only for their desire, it will not come into the
house of the Lord. 5What will you do on the day of worship, and on the day
of the feast of the Lord? 6 For see, they are going away into Assyria; Egypt
will get them together, Memphis will be their last resting-place; their fair
silver vessels will be covered over with field plants, and thorns will come
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up in their tents. 7 The days of punishment, the days of reward are come;
Israelwill be put to shame; the prophet is foolish, themanwhohas the spirit
is off his head, because of your great sin. 8 There is great hate against the
watchmanofEphraim, thepeopleofmyGod; as for theprophet, there isanet
in all hisways, andhate in thehouseof hisGod. 9Theyhave gonedeep in evil
as in the days of Gibeah; hewill keep inmind their wrongdoing, hewill give
them punishment for their sins. 10 I made discovery of Israel as of grapes in
thewaste land; I sawyour fathers as thefirst-fruits of thefig-tree inher early
fruit time; but they came toBaal-peor, andmade themselvesholy to the thing
of shame, andbecamedisgusting like that towhich theygave their love. 11As
for Ephraim, their glorywill go inflight like a bird: therewill be nobirth and
no one with child and no giving of life. 12 Even though their children have
come to growth I will take them away, so that not a man will be there; for
their evil-doingwill be complete and theywill be put to shame because of it.
13As I have seen a beast whose young have been taken fromher, so Ephraim
will give birth to children only for them to be put to death. 14O Lord, what
will you give them? Give them bodies whichmay not give birth and breasts
without milk. 15 All their evil-doing is in Gilgal; there I had hate for them;
because of their evil-doing I will send them out of my house; they will no
longer be dear to me; all their rulers are uncontrolled. 16The rod has come
on Ephraim, their root is dry, let them have no fruit; even though they give
birth, I will put to death the dearest fruit of their bodies. 17My Godwill give
themupbecause they did not give ear to him; theywill bewandering among
the nations.

10
1 Israel is a branching vine, full of fruit; as his fruit is increased, so the

number of his altars is increased; as the land is fair, so they have made
fair pillars. 2 Their mind is taken away; now they will be made waste: he
will have their altars broken down, he will give their pillars to destruction.
3Now, truly, theywill say,We have no king, we have no fear of the Lord; and
the king, what is he able to do for us? 4 Their words are foolish; they make
agreementswith false oaths, so punishmentwill comeup like a poison-plant
in a ploughedfield. 5The people of Samariawill be full of fear because of the
ox of Beth-aven; its people will have sorrow for it, and its priests will give
cries of grief for its glory, for the glory has gone in flight. 6And theywill take
it to Assyria and give it to the great king; shame will come on Ephraim, and
Israel will be shamed because of its image. 7As for Samaria, her king is cut
off, likemist on thewater. 8And the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will
come to destruction; thorns and waste plants will come up on their altars;
they will say to the mountains, Be a cover over us; and to the hills, Come
downonus. 9OIsrael, youhavedoneevil fromthedaysofGibeah; there they
took up their position, so that the fighting against the children of evil might
not overtake them in Gibeah. 10 I will come and give them punishment; and
the peopleswill come together against themwhen I give them the reward of
their two sins. 11And Ephraim is a trained cow, taking pleasure in crushing
the grain; but I have put a yoke onher fair neck; Iwill put a horseman on the
back of Ephraim; Judah will be working the plough, Jacob will be turning
up the earth. 12 Put in the seed of righteousness, get in your grain in mercy,
let your unploughed earth be turned up: for it is time to make search for
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the Lord, till he comes and sends righteousness on you like rain. 13You have
beenploughing sin, youhave got in a store of evil, the fruit of deceit has been
your food: for you put faith in your way, in the number of your men of war.
14 So a great outcry will go up from among your people, and all your strong
places will be broken, as Beth-arbel was broken by Shalman in the day of
war, as the mother was broken on the rocks with her children. 15 So will
Beth-el do to you because of your evil-doing; at dawn will the king of Israel
be cut off completely.

11
1When Israelwasa childhewasdear tome; and I tookmysonoutofEgypt.

2When I sent for them, then they went away fromme; they made offerings
to the Baals, burning perfumes to images. 3 But I was guiding Ephraim's
footsteps; I took themup inmy arms, but theywere not conscious that I was
ready to make them well. 4 I made them come after me with the cords of a
man, with the bands of love; I was to them as one who took the yoke from
off their mouths, putting meat before them. 5He will go back to the land of
Egypt and the Assyrian will be his king, because they would not come back
to me. 6And the sword will go through his towns, wasting his children and
causingdestructionbecauseof their evil designs. 7Mypeople are givenup to
sinning againstme; though their voice goes up on high, no onewill be lifting
them up. 8Howmay I give you up, O Ephraim? howmay I be your saviour,
O Israel? how may I make you like Admah? howmay I do to you as I did to
Zeboim? My heart is turned in me, it is soft with pity. 9 I will not put into
effect the heat of my wrath; I will not again send destruction on Ephraim;
for I am God and not man, the Holy One among you; I will not put an end to
you. 10 They will go after the Lord; his cry will be like that of a lion; his cry
will be loud, and the children will come from the west, shaking with fear;
11 Shaking with fear like a bird, they will come out of Egypt, like a dove out
of the land ofAssyria: and Iwill give themrest in their houses, says the Lord.
12The deceit of Ephraim and the falsewords of Israel are aboutme on every
side. ...

12
1 Ephraim's food is the wind, and he goes after the east wind: deceit

and destruction are increasing day by day; they make an agreement with
Assyria, and take oil into Egypt. 2 The Lord has a cause against Judah, and
will give punishment to Jacob for his ways; he will give him the reward of
his acts. 3 In the body of his mother he took his brother by the foot, and in
his strength he was fighting with God; 4He had a fight with the angel and
overcame him; he made request for grace to him with weeping; he came
face to face with him in Beth-el and there his words came to him; 5Even the
Lord, the God of armies; the Lord is his name. 6 So then, come back to your
God; keep mercy and right, and be waiting at all times on your God. 7As for
Canaan, the scales of deceit are in his hands; he takes pleasure in twisted
ways. 8 And Ephraim said, Now I have got wealth and much property; in
all my works no sin may be seen in me. 9 But I am the Lord your God from
the land of Egypt; I will give you tents for your living-places again as in the
days of the holy meeting. 10My word came to the ears of the prophets and
I gave them visions in great number, and by the mouths of the prophets I
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made use of comparisons. 11 In Gilead there is evil. They are quite without
value; inGilgal theymakeofferings of oxen; truly their altars are likemasses
of stones in the hollows of a ploughed field. 12And Jacob went in flight into
the field of Aram, and Israel became a servant for a wife, and for a wife he
kept sheep. 13And by a prophet the Lord made Israel come up out of Egypt,
and by a prophet hewas kept safe. 14 I have been bitterlymoved towrath by
Ephraim; so that his bloodwill be on him, and the Lordwill make his shame
come back on him.

13
1When thewords ofmy lawcame fromEphraim, hewas liftedup in Israel;

but when he did evil through the Baal, death overtook him. 2 And now
their sins are increased; they have made themselves a metal image, false
gods from their silver, after their designs, all of them the work of the metal-
workers; they say of them, Let them give offerings, let men give kisses to the
oxen. 3So they will be like themorning cloud, like the dewwhich goes early
away, like the dust of the grainwhich thewind is driving out of the crushing-
floor, like smoke going up from the fireplace. 4But I am the Lord your God,
from the land of Egypt; you have knowledge of no other God and there is no
saviour but me. 5 I had knowledge of you in the waste land where no water
was. 6When I gave them food they were full, and their hearts were full of
pride, and they did not keepme inmind. 7So Iwill be like a lion to them; as a
cruel beast I will keepwatch by the road; 8 I will come face to facewith them
like a bear whose young ones have been taken from her, and their inmost
hearts will be broken; there the dogs will make a meal of them; they will
be wounded by the beasts of the field. 9 I have sent destruction on you, O
Israel; who will be your helper? 10Where is your king, that he may be your
saviour? and all your rulers, that they may take up your cause? of whom
you said, Give me a king and rulers. 11 I have given you a king, because I
was angry, and have taken him away in my wrath. 12 The wrongdoing of
Ephraim is shut up; his sin is put away in secret. 13 The pains of a woman
in childbirth will come on him: he is an unwise son, for at this time it is not
right for him to keep his place when children come to birth. 14 I will give the
price to make them free from the power of the underworld, I will be their
saviour from death: O death! where are your pains? O underworld! where
is your destruction? my eyes will have no pity. 15 Though he gives fruit
among his brothers, an east wind will come, the wind of the Lord coming
up from the waste land, and his spring will become dry, his fountain will be
without water: it will make waste the store of all the vessels of his desire.
16 Samaria will be made waste, for she has gone against her God: they will
be cut down by the sword, their little children will be broken on the rocks,
their womenwho are with child will be cut open.

14
1OIsrael, comeback to theLordyourGod; for your evil-doinghasbeen the

cause of your fall. 2Take with you words, and come back to the Lord; say to
him, Let there be forgiveness for all wrongdoing, so that we may take what
is good, and give in payment the fruit of our lips. 3 Assyria will not be our
salvation; we will not go on horses; we will not again say to the work of our
hands, You are our gods; for in you there is mercy for the child who has no
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father. 4 I will put right their errors; freely will my love be given to them, for
mywrath is turned away fromhim. 5 Iwill be as the dew to Israel; hewill put
outflowers like a lily, and sendouthis roots likeLebanon. 6Hisbrancheswill
be stretched out, he will be beautiful as the olive-tree and sweet-smelling as
Lebanon. 7 They will come back and have rest in his shade; their life will
be made new like the grain, and they will put out flowers like the vine; his
name will be like the wine of Lebanon. 8As for Ephraim, what has he to do
with false gods any longer? I have given an answer and I will keep watch
over him; I am like a branching fir-tree, fromme comes your fruit. 9Hewho
is wise will see these things; he who has good sense will have knowledge of
them. For the ways of the Lord are straight, and the upright will go in them,
but sinners will be falling in them.
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The Book of
Joel

1 The word of the Lord which came to Joel, the son of Pethuel. 2Give ear
to this, you old men, and take note, you people of the land. Has this ever
been in your days, or in the days of your fathers? 3 Give the story of it to
your children, and let them give it to their children, and their children to
another generation. 4What thewormdidnotmakeameal of, hasbeen taken
by the locust; and what the locust did not take, has been food for the plant-
worm; and what the plant-worm did not take, has been food for the field-
fly. 5 Come out of your sleep, you who are overcome with wine, and give
yourselves toweeping; givecriesof sorrow, all youdrinkersofwine, because
of the sweet wine; for it has been cut off from your mouths. 6 For a nation
has come up over my land, strong and without number; his teeth are the
teeth of a lion, and he has the back teeth of a great lion. 7 By him my vine
is made waste and my fig-tree broken: he has taken all its fruit and sent it
down to the earth; its branches are made white. 8Make sounds of grief like
a virgin dressed in haircloth for the husband of her early years. 9The meal
offering and the drink offering have been cut off from the house of the Lord;
the priests, the Lord's servants, are sorrowing. 10The fields are wasted, the
land has become dry; for the grain is wasted, the newwine is kept back, the
oil is poor. 11The farmers are shamed, the workers in the vine-gardens give
cries of grief, for the wheat and the barley; for the produce of the fields has
come to destruction. 12 The vine has become dry and the fig-tree is feeble;
the pomegranate and the palm-tree and the apple-tree, even all the trees of
thefield, are dry: because joyhas gone from the sons ofmen. 13Put haircloth
round you and give yourselves to sorrow, you priests; give cries of grief, you
servants of the altar: come in, and, clothed in haircloth, let the night go past,
you servants of my God: for the meal offering and the drink offering have
been kept back from the house of your God. 14Let a time be fixed for going
without food, have a holy meeting, let the old men, even all the people of
the land, come together to the house of the Lord your God, crying out to the
Lord. 15Sorrowfor theday! for thedayof theLord isnear, andasdestruction
from the Ruler of all it will come. 16 Is not food cut off before our eyes? joy
anddelight from thehouse of ourGod? 17The grains have become small and
dry under the spade; the store-houses are made waste, the grain-stores are
broken down; for the grain is dry and dead. 18What sounds of pain come
from the beasts! the herds of cattle are at a loss because there is no grass for
them; even the flocks of sheep are no longer to be seen. 19O Lord, my cry
goes up to you: for fire has put an end to the grass-lands of thewaste, and all
the trees of the field are burned with its flame. 20The beasts of the field are
turning to youwith desire: for thewater-streams are dry andfire has put an
end to the grass-lands of the waste.

2
1Let the horn be sounded in Zion, and a war-cry inmy holy mountain; let

all the people of the land be troubled: for the day of the Lord is coming; 2For
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a day of dark and deep shade is near, a day of cloud and black night: like a
black cloud a great and strong people is covering the mountains; there has
never been any like them andwill not be after them again, from generation
to generation. 3Before them fire sends destruction, and after them flame is
burning: the land is like the garden of Eden before them, and after them an
unpeopled waste; truly, nothing has been kept safe from them. 4Their form
is like the form of horses, and they are running like war-horses. 5 Like the
sound of war-carriages they go jumping on the tops of the mountains; like
the noise of a flame of fire burning up the grain-stems, like a strong people
lined up for the fight. 6 At their coming the people are bent with pain: all
faces become red together. 7They are running like strongmen, they go over
the wall like men of war; every man goes straight on his way, their lines are
not broken. 8No one is pushing against another; everyone goes straight on
hisway: bursting through the swordpoints, their order is not broken. 9They
makea rushon the town, runningon thewall; they goup into thehouses and
in through thewindows like a thief. 10The earth is troubled before themand
the heavens are shaking: the sun and the moon have become dark, and the
starskeepback their shining: 11AndtheLord is thunderingbeforehis forces;
for very great is his army; for he is strong who gives effect to his word: for
the day of the Lord is great and greatly to be feared, and who has strength
against it? 12 But even now, says the Lord, come back to me with all your
heart, keeping from food, with weeping andwith sorrow: 13Let your hearts
be broken, and not your clothing, and come back to the Lord your God: for
he is full of grace and pity, slow to be angry and great in mercy, ready to be
turned from his purpose of punishment. 14May it not be that he will again
let his purpose be changed and let a blessing come after him, even a meal
offeringandadrinkoffering for theLordyourGod? 15Let ahornbe sounded
in Zion, let a timebefixed for goingwithout food, have aholymeeting: 16Get
the people together, make themass of the people holy, send for the old men,
get together the children and babies at the breast: let the newly married
man come out of his room and the bride from her tent. 17 Let the priests,
the servants of the Lord, beweeping between the coveredway and the altar,
and let them say, Have mercy on your people, O Lord, do not give up your
heritage to shame, so that the nations become their rulers: why let them say
among the peoples, Where is their God? 18Then the Lord had a care for the
honour of his land and had pity on his people. 19And the Lordmade answer
and said to his people, See, I will send you grain and wine and oil in full
measure: and I will no longer let you be shamed among the nations: 20 I will
send the one from the north far away from you, driving him into a dry and
waste land, with his front to the sea of the east and his back to the sea of the
west, and the smell of him will go up, even his evil smell will go up. 21Have
no fear, O land; be glad with great joy; for the Lord has done great things.
22Have no fear, you beasts of the field, for the grass-lands of the waste are
becoming green, for the trees are producing fruit, the fig-tree and the vine
give out their strength. 23 Be glad, then, you children of Zion, and have joy
in the Lord your God: for he gives you food in full measure, making the rain
comedown for you, the early and the late rain as at thefirst. 24And thefloors
will be full of grain, and the crushing-places overflowing with wine and oil.
25 I will give back to you the years which were food for the locust, the plant-
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worm, the field-fly, and the worm, my great army which I sent among you.
26Youwill have food in fullmeasure, and give praise to the name of the Lord
your God, who has done wonders for you: 27And you will be certain that I
am in Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and there is no other: andmy
people will never be shamed. 28And after that, it will come about, says the
Lord, that Iwill sendmyspirit onall flesh; andyour sons andyourdaughters
will be prophets, your old men will have dreams, your young men will see
visions: 29And on the servants and the servant-girls in those days Iwill send
my spirit. 30And I will let wonders be seen in the heavens and on the earth,
blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun will be made dark and the
moon turned to blood, before the great day of the Lord comes, a day to be
feared. 32And it will be that whoever makes his prayer to the name of the
Lordwill be kept safe: for inMount Zion and in Jerusalem somewill be kept
safe, as the Lord has said, and will be among the small band marked out by
the Lord.

3
1 For in those days and in that time, when I let the fate of Judah and

Jerusalem be changed, 2 I will get together all the nations, and make them
come down into the valley of Jehoshaphat; and there I will take up with
them the cause ofmypeople and ofmyheritage Israel, whom they have sent
wandering among the nations, and of my land which has been parted by
them. 3And they have put the fate of my people to the decision of chance:
giving a boy for the price of a loose woman and a girl for a drink of wine.
4 And further, what are you to me, O Tyre and Zidon and all the circle of
Philistia? will you give me back any payment? and if you do, quickly and
suddenly I will send it back on your head, 5 For you have taken my silver
and my gold, putting in the houses of your gods my beautiful and pleasing
things. 6And the children of Judah and the children of Jerusalem you have
given for a price to the sons of the Greeks, to send them far away from their
land: 7 See, I will have them moved from the place where you have sent
them, and will let what you have done come back on your head; 8 I will give
your sons and your daughters into the hands of the children of Judah for a
price, and they will give them for a price to the men of Sheba, a nation far
off: for the Lord has said it. 9Give this out among the nations; make ready
forwar: get the strongmenawake; let all themenofwar comenear, let them
come up. 10Get your plough-blades hammered into swords, and your vine-
knives into spears: let the feeble say, I am strong. 11 Come quickly, all you
nations round about, and get yourselves together there: make your strong
ones comedown, O Lord. 12Let the nations be awake, and come to the valley
of Jehoshaphat: for there I will be seated as judge of all the nations round
about. 13Put in the blade, for the grain is ready: come, get you down, for the
wine-crusher is full, the vessels are overflowing; for great is their evil-doing.
14Masses onmasses in the valley of decision! for the day of the Lord is near
in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon have become dark, and
the stars keep back their shining. 16And the Lord will be thundering from
Zion, and his voice will be sounding from Jerusalem; and the heavens and
the earth will be shaking: but the Lord will be a breastplate for his people
and a strong place for the children of Israel. 17And you will be certain that
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I am the Lord your God, living in Zion, my holy mountain: and Jerusalem
will be holy, and no strange person will ever again go through her. 18And it
will come about in that day that themountainswill be dropping sweetwine,
and the hills will be flowing with milk, and all the streams of Judah will be
flowingwithwater; and a fountainwill comeout from thehouse of the Lord,
watering the valley of acacia-trees. 19Egyptwill be awaste and Edoma land
ofdestruction, becauseof theevil done to thechildrenof Judah, because they
have let blood be drained out in their land without cause. 20But Judah will
be peopled for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21 And
I will send punishment for their blood, for which punishment has not been
sent, for the Lord is living in Zion.
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The Book of
Amos

1Thewords ofAmos,whowasamong theherdsmenofTekoa;whathe saw
about Israel in thedaysofUzziah, kingof Judah, and in thedays of Jeroboam,
the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earth-shock. 2And he
said, TheLordwill givea lion's cry fromZion, his voicewill be sounding from
Jerusalem; and thefields of thekeepers of sheepwill becomedry, and the top
of Carmel will be wasted away. 3These are the words of the Lord: For three
crimes of Damascus, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because
theyhavebeen crushingGileadwith iron grain-crushing instruments. 4And
Iwill sendafire into thehouseofHazael, burningup thegreathousesofBen-
hadad. 5And I will have the locks of the door of Damascus broken, and him
who is seated in power cut off from the valley of Aven, and him in whose
hand is the rod from the house of Eden; and the people of Aramwill go away
as prisoners into Kir, says the Lord. 6 These are the words of the Lord: For
three crimes of Gaza, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because
they took all the people away prisoners, to give them up to Edom. 7 And I
will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, burning up its great houses: 8Him who
is seated in power Iwill have cut off fromAshdod, and him inwhose hand is
the rod from Ashkelon; and my hand will be turned against Ekron, and the
rest of the Philistines will come to destruction, says the Lord God. 9 These
are thewords of the Lord: For three crimes of Tyre, and for four, Iwill not let
its fate be changed; because they gave up all the people prisoners to Edom,
without giving a thought to the brothers' agreement between them. 10And I
will send a fire on the wall of Tyre, burning up its great houses. 11These are
thewords of the Lord: For three crimes of Edom, and for four, Iwill not let its
fate be changed; because his sword was turned against his brother, without
pity, andhiswrathwasburningatall times, andhewasangry forever. 12And
I will send a fire on Teman, burning up the great houses of Bozrah. 13These
are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of the children of Ammon, and
for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because in Gilead they hadwomen
with child cut open, so that they might make wider the limits of their land.
14And I will make a fire in the wall of Rabbah, burning up its great houses,
with loud cries in the days of war, with a storm in the day of the great wind:
15And their kingwill bemadeprisoner, he andhis captains together, says the
Lord.

2
1These are thewords of the Lord: For three crimes ofMoab, and for four, I

will not let its fate be changed; because he had the bones of the king of Edom
burned to dust. 2And Iwill send a fire onMoab, burning up the great houses
of Kerioth: and death will come on Moab with noise and outcries and the
sound of the horn: 3And I will have the judge cut off from among them, and
all their captains I will put to death with him, says the Lord. 4These are the
words of the Lord: For three crimes of Judah, and for four, I will not let its
fate be changed; because they have given up the law of the Lord, and have
not kept his rules; and their false ways, in which their fathers went, have
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made them go out of the right way. 5And Iwill send a fire on Judah, burning
up the great houses of Jerusalem. 6 These are the words of the Lord: For
three crimes of Israel, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because
they have given the upright man for silver, and the poor for the price of two
shoes; 7Crushing the head of the poor, and turning the steps of the gentle out
of theway: andamanandhis father go in to the sameyoungwoman, putting
shame on my holy name: 8 By every altar they are stretched on clothing
taken from those who are in their debt, drinking in the house of their god
the wine of those who havemade payment for wrongdoing. 9Though I sent
destructionon theAmoritebefore them,whowas tall as thecedarandstrong
as the oak-tree, cutting off his fruit from on high and his roots from under
the earth. 10And I took you up out of the land of Egypt, guiding you for forty
years in the waste land, so that you might take for your heritage the land of
the Amorite. 11And some of your sons I made prophets, and some of your
youngmen Imade separate formyself. Is it not even so, O children of Israel?
says the Lord. 12 But to those who were separate you gave wine for drink;
and to the prophets you said, Be prophets no longer. 13 See, I am crushing
you down, as one is crushed under a cart full of grain. 14 And flight will
be impossible for the quick-footed, and the force of the strong will become
feeble, and theman of warwill not get away safely: 15And the bowmanwill
not keep his place; he who is quick-footed will not get away safely: and the
horseman will not keep his life. 16 And he who is without fear among the
fightingmenwill go in flight without his clothing in that day, says the Lord.

3
1Give ear to this word which the Lord has said against you, O children of

Israel, against all the family which I took up out of the land of Egypt, saying,
2You only of all the families of the earth have I taken care of: for this reason
I will send punishment on you for all your sins. 3 Is it possible for two to
go walking together, if not by agreement? 4Will a lion give his loud cry in
the woodland when no food is there? will the voice of the young lion be
sounding from his hole if he has taken nothing? 5 Is it possible for a bird to
be taken in anet on the earthwherenonet has beenput for him? will thenet
come up from the earth if it has taken nothing at all? 6 If the horn is sounded
in the townwill the people not be full of fear? will evil come on a town if the
Lord has not done it? 7 Certainly the Lord will do nothing without making
clearhis secret to his servants, theprophets. 8The cry of the lion is sounding;
whowill not have fear? The LordGodhas said theword; is it possible for the
prophet to keep quiet? 9Give out the news in the great houses of Assyria and
in the land of Egypt, and say, Come together on the mountains of Samaria,
and see what great outcries are there, and what cruel acts are done in it.
10For they have no knowledge of how to dowhat is right, says the Lord, who
are storing up violent acts and destruction in their great houses. 11 For this
reason, says the Lord, an attacker will come, shutting in the land on every
side; and your strengthwill come down and your great houses will bemade
waste. 12 These are the words of the Lord: As the keeper of sheep takes out
of the mouth of the lion two legs or part of an ear; so will the children of
Israel bemade safe, who are resting in Samaria on seats of honour or on the
silk cushions of a bed. 13Give ear now, and give witness against the family
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of Jacob, says the Lord God, the God of armies; 14 For in the day when I give
Israel punishment for his sins, I will send punishment on the altars of Beth-
el, and the horns of the altar will be cut off and come down to the earth.
15And I will send destruction on the winter house with the summer house;
the ivory houses will be falling down and the great houses will come to an
end, says the Lord.

4
1Give ear to thisword, you cows of Bashan, who are in the hill of Samaria,

by whom the poor are kept down, and those in need are crushed; who say
to their lords, Get out the wine and give us drink. 2The Lord God has taken
an oath by his holy name, that the days are coming when they will take you
away with hooks, and the rest of you with fish-hooks. 3And you will go out
through the broken places, every one going straight before her, and youwill
be sent into Harmon, says the Lord. 4Come to Beth-el and do evil; to Gilgal,
increasing thenumberofyour sins; comewithyourofferingseverymorning
and your tenths every three days: 5Let that which is leavened be burned as
a praise-offering, let the news of your free offerings be given out publicly;
for this is pleasing to you, O children of Israel, says the Lord. 6But in all your
towns I have kept food fromyour teeth, and in all your places there has been
need of bread: and still you have not come back tome, says the Lord. 7And I
have kept back the rain from you, when it was still three months before the
grain-cutting: I sent rain on one town and kept it back from another: one
part was rained on, and the part where there was no rain became a waste.
8 So two or three towns went wandering to one town looking for water, and
did not get enough: and still you have not come back to me, says the Lord.
9 I have sent destruction on your fields by burning and disease: the increase
of your gardens and your vine-gardens, your fig-trees and your olive-trees,
has been food for worms: and still you have not come back to me, says the
Lord. 10 I have sent disease among you, as it was in Egypt: I have put your
youngmen to the sword, and have taken away your horses; I havemade the
evil smell fromyour tents comeup toyournoses: and still youhavenot come
back tome, says theLord. 11And Ihave sent destructionamongyou, aswhen
God sent destruction on Sodom andGomorrah, and youwere like a burning
stick pulled out of the fire: and still you have not come back to me, says the
Lord. 12 So this is what I will do to you, O Israel: and because I will do this to
you, be ready for a meeting with your God, O Israel. 13For see, he who gave
form to themountains andmade thewind, giving knowledge of his purpose
to man, who makes the morning dark, and is walking on the high places of
the earth: the Lord, the God of armies, is his name.

5
1Give ear to this word, my song of sorrow over you, O children of Israel.

2 The virgin of Israel has been made low, never again to be lifted up: she is
stretched out by herself on her land; there is no one to put her on her feet
again. 3 For these are the words of the Lord God: The town which was able
to send out a thousand, will have only a hundred; and that which sent out a
hundred,will have only ten, in Israel. 4For these are thewords of the Lord to
the children of Israel: Let your hearts be turned tome, so that youmay have
life: 5Do not be looking for help to Beth-el, and do not go to Gilgal, or make
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yourway toBeer-sheba: forGilgalwill certainly be takenprisoner, andBeth-
elwill come tonothing. 6Go to theLord forhelp so that youmayhave life; for
fear that he may come like fire bursting out in the family of Joseph, causing
destruction, and therewill be no one to put it out in Beth-el. 7Youwhomake
thework of judging a bitter thing, crushing down righteousness to the earth;
8Go for help to him who makes Orion and the Pleiades, by whom the deep
dark is turned into morning, who makes the day black with night; whose
voice goes out to the waters of the sea, sending them out over the face of the
earth: the Lord is his name; 9Who sends sudden destruction on the strong,
so that destruction comes on the walled town. 10 They have hate for him
who makes protest against evil in the public place, and he whose words
are upright is disgusting to them. 11 So because the poor man is crushed
under your feet, and you take taxes from him of grain: you have made for
yourselves houses of cut stone, but you will not take your rest in them; the
fair vine-gardens planted by your handswill not give youwine. 12For I have
seen how your evil-doing is increased and how strong are your sins, you
troublers of the upright, who take rewards and dowrong to the cause of the
poor in the public place. 13 So the wise will say nothing in that time; for it is
an evil time. 14Go after good and not evil, so that life may be yours: and so
the Lord, the God of armies, will be with you, as you say. 15Be haters of evil
and lovers of good, and let right be done in the public place: it may be that
the Lord, theGod of armies, will havemercy on the rest of Joseph. 16So these
are thewordsof theLord, theGodof armies, theLord: Therewill beweeping
in all the open spaces; and in all the streets they will say, Sorrow! sorrow!
and they will get in the farmer to the weeping, and the makers of sad songs
to give cries of grief. 17 In all the vine-gardens therewill be cries of grief: for
Iwill go throughamongyou, says the Lord. 18Sorrow to youwhoare looking
for the day of the Lord! what is the day of the Lord to you? it is dark and not
light. 19As if aman, running away froma lion, came face to facewith a bear;
or went into the house and put his hand on the wall and got a bite from a
snake. 20Will not the day of the Lord be dark and not light? even very dark,
with no light shining in it? 21 Your feasts are disgusting to me, I will have
nothing to dowith them; Iwill take no delight in your holymeetings. 22Even
if you giveme your burned offerings and yourmeal offerings, I will not take
pleasure in them: I will have nothing to do with the peace-offerings of your
fat beasts. 23Take away fromme the noise of your songs; my ears are shut to
themelody of your instruments. 24But let the right go rolling on likewaters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25Did you come to me with
offerings of beasts and meal offerings in the waste land for forty years, O
Israel? 26Truly, youwill take up Saccuth your king andKaiwan your images,
the star of your god, which you made for yourselves. 27And I will send you
away as prisoners farther than Damascus, says the Lord, whose name is the
God of armies.

6
1 Sorrow to those who are resting in comfort in Zion, and to those who

have no fear of danger in the mountain of Samaria, the noted men of the
chief of the nations, to whom the people of Israel come! 2 Go on to Calneh
and see; and from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath
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of the Philistines: are you better than these kingdoms? or is your land
wider than theirs? 3 You who put far away the evil day, causing the rule
of the violent to come near; 4 Who are resting on beds of ivory, stretched
out on soft seats, feasting on lambs from the flock and young oxen from the
cattle-house; 5Making foolish songs to the sound of corded instruments, and
designing for themselves instruments of music, like David; 6Drinking wine
in basins, rubbing themselves with the best oils; but they have no grief for
the destruction of Joseph. 7 So now they will go away prisoners with the
first of those who are made prisoners, and the loud cry of those who were
stretched out will come to an end. 8 The Lord God has taken an oath by
himself, says the Lord, the God of armies: the pride of Jacob is disgusting
to me, and I have hate for his great houses: so I will give up the town with
everything in it. 9Then it will come about that if there are still ten men in a
house, deathwill overtake them. 10Andwhen aman's relation, even the one
who is responsible for burning his body, lifting him up to take his bones out
of the house, says to himwho is in the inmost part of the house, Is there still
anyonewith you? and he says, No; then hewill say, Keep quiet, for the name
of the Lord may not be named. 11 For see, at the order of the Lord the great
housewill be full of cracks and the little housewill be broken. 12 Is it possible
forhorses togorunningon therock? may theseabeploughedwithoxen? for
the right to be turned by you into poison, and the fruit of righteousness into
a bitter plant? 13 You whose joy is in a thing of no value, who say, Have we
not taken for ourselves horns by the strengthwhich is ours? 14For see, I will
send against you a nation, O Israel, says the Lord, the God of armies, ruling
you cruelly from the way into Hamath as far as the stream of the Arabah.

7
1 This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw that, when the growth

of the late grass was starting, he made locusts; it was the late growth after
the king's cuttingwas done. 2And it came about that after they had taken all
the grass of the land, I said, O Lord God, havemercy: howwill Jacob be able
to keep his place? for he is small. 3 The Lord, changing his purpose about
this, said, It will not be. 4 This is what the Lord let me see: and I saw that
the Lord God sent for a great fire to be the instrument of his punishment;
and, after burning up the great deep, it was about to put an end to the Lord's
heritage. 5 Then said I, O Lord God, let there be an end: how will Jacob be
able tokeephisplace? forhe is small. 6TheLord, changinghispurposeabout
this, said, And thiswill not be. 7This iswhat he letme see: and I saw the Lord
stationed by awall made straight by a weighted line, and he had aweighted
line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, Amos, what do you see? And
I said, A weighted line. Then the Lord said, See, I will let down a weighted
line among my people Israel; never again will my eyes be shut to their sin:
9And the high places of Isaacwill be unpeopled, and the holy places of Israel
will be made waste; and I will come up against the family of Jeroboamwith
the sword. 10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Beth-el, sent to Jeroboam, king
of Israel, saying, Amos has made designs against you among the people of
Israel: the land is troubled by hiswords. 11ForAmos has said, Jeroboamwill
be put to the sword, and Israel will certainly be taken away as a prisoner
out of his land. 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, O seer, go in flight into the
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land of Judah, and there get your living by working as a prophet: 13 But be
a prophet no longer at Beth-el: for it is the holy place of the king, and the
king's house. 14 Then Amos in answer said to Amaziah, I am no prophet, or
one of the sons of the prophets; I am a herdman and one who takes care of
sycamore-trees: 15And the Lord tookme from the flock, and the Lord said to
me, Go, be a prophet to my people Israel. 16Now then, give ear to the word
of the Lord: You say, Be no prophet to Israel, and say not a word against the
people of Isaac. 17So this is what the Lord has said: Your wife will be a loose
woman in the town, and your sons and your daughters will be put to the
sword, and your land will be cut up into parts by a line; and you yourself
will come to your end in an unclean land, and Israel will certainly be taken
away a prisoner out of his land.

8
1This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw a basket of summer fruit.

2And he said, Amos, what do you see? And I said, A basket of summer fruit.
Then the Lord said tome, The end has come tomypeople Israel; never again
will my eyes be shut to their sin. 3And the songs of the king's house will be
cries of pain in that day, says the Lord God: great will be the number of the
dead bodies, and everywhere they will put them out without a word. 4Give
ear to this, you who are crushing the poor, and whose purpose is to put an
end to those who are in need in the land, 5 Saying, When will the newmoon
be gone, so that we may do trade in grain? and the Sabbath, so that we may
put out in the market the produce of our fields? making the measure small
and the price great, and trading falsely with scales of deceit; 6 Getting the
poor for silver, and himwho is in need for the price of two shoes, and taking
a price for the waste parts of the grain. 7The Lord has taken an oath by the
pride of Jacob, Truly I will ever keep in mind all their works. 8Will not the
land be shaking with fear because of this, and everyone in it have sorrow?
and all of it will be overflowing like the River; and it will be troubled and
go down again like the River of Egypt. 9And it will come about in that day,
says the Lord God, that I will make the sun go down in themiddle of the day,
and I will make the earth dark in daylight: 10Your feasts will be turned into
sorrowandall yourmelody into songsof grief; everyonewill be clothedwith
haircloth, and the hair of every headwill be cut; Iwillmake theweeping like
that for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day. 11 See, the days are
coming, says the Lord God, when I will send times of great need on the land,
not need of food or desire for water, but for hearing the words of the Lord.
12And they will go wandering from sea to sea, and from the north even to
the east, running here and there in search of the word of the Lord, and they
will not get it. 13 In that day the fair virgins and the youngmenwill be feeble
fromneed ofwater. 14Thosewhomake their oaths by the sin of Samaria and
say, By the life of yourGod, ODan; and, By the livingwayof Beer-sheba; even
they will go down, never again to be lifted up.

9
1 I saw the Lord stationed by the side of the altar, giving blows to the tops

of the pillars so that the doorsteps were shaking: and he said, I will let all of
them be broken with earth-shocks; I will put the last of them to the sword:
if any one of them goes in flight he will not get away, not one of them will
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be safe. 2Even if they go deep into the underworld, my hand will take them
up from there; if they go up to heaven, I will get them down: 3 Though they
take cover on the top of Carmel, I will go in search of them and get them out;
though they keep themselves from my eyes in the bed of the sea, I will give
orders to the great snake there and he will give them a bite: 4 And though
they are taken away as prisoners by their attackers, even there will I give
orders to the sword to put them to death: my eyes will be fixed on them for
evil and not for good. 5For the Lord, the God of armies, is he at whose touch
the land is turned to water, and everyone in it will be given up to sorrow; all
of it will be overflowing like the River, and will go down again like the River
of Egypt; 6 It is hewhomakes his rooms in the heaven, basing his arch on the
earth; whose voice goes out to thewaters of the sea, and sends themflowing
over the face of the earth; the Lord is his name. 7Are you not as the children
of the Ethiopians tome, O children of Israel? says the Lord. Have I not taken
Israel up out of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the
Aramaeans fromKir? 8See, the eyes of theLord are on the evil kingdom, and
Iwill put an end to it in all the earth; but Iwill not send complete destruction
on Jacob, says the Lord. 9 For see, I will give orders, and I will have Israel
moved about among all the nations, as grain is moved about by the shaking
of the tray, but not the smallest seed will be dropped on the earth. 10 All
those sinners among my people will be put to the sword who say, Evil will
not overtake us or come face to face with us. 11 In that day I will put up the
tent of David which has come down, andmake good its broken places; and I
will put up again his damaged walls, building it up as in the past; 12 So that
the rest of Edom may be their heritage, and all the nations who have been
named by my name, says the Lord, who is doing this. 13 See, the days will
come, says the Lord, when the ploughman will overtake him who is cutting
the grain, and the crusher of the grapes himwho is planting seed; and sweet
wine will be dropping from the mountains, and the hills will be turned into
streams ofwine. 14And Iwill let the fate ofmypeople Israel be changed, and
they will be building up again the waste towns and living in them; they will
again be planting vine-gardens and taking thewine for their drink; and they
will make gardens and get the fruit of them. 15And I will have them planted
in their land, and never again will they be uprooted from their landwhich I
have given them, says the Lord your God.



Obadiah 1 925 Obadiah 21

The Book of
Obadiah

1 The vision of Obadiah. This is what the Lord has said about Edom: We
have had word from the Lord, and a representative has been sent among
the nations, saying, Up! and let us make war against her. 2 See, I have made
you small among the nations: you are much looked down on. 3 You have
been tricked by the pride of your heart, O you whose living-place is in the
cracks of the rock, whose house is high up; who has said in his heart, Who
willmakeme come down to earth? 4Though you go up on high like an eagle,
though your house is placed among the stars, I will make you come down
from there, says the Lord. 5 If thieves came, attacking you by night, (how are
you cut off!) would they not go on taking till they had enough? if men came
cutting your grapes would they take them all? 6How are the things of Esau
searched out! how are his secret stores looked for! 7All the men who were
united with you have been false to you, driving you out to the edge of the
land: the men who were at peace with you have overcome you; they have
taken their heritage in your place. 8Will I not, in that day, says the Lord,
take away the wise men out of Edom, and wisdom out of the mountain of
Esau? 9And your men of war, O Teman, will be overcome with fear, so that
every one of them may be cut off from the mountain of Esau. 10 Because
you were the cause of violent death and because of your cruel behaviour
to your brother Jacob, youwill be coveredwith shame andwill be cut off for
ever. 11Because you were there watching when men from other lands took
away his goods, and strange men came into his doors, and put the fate of
Jerusalem to the decision of chance; youwere like one of them. 12Do not see
with pleasure your brother's evil day, the day of his fate, and do not be glad
over the childrenof Judahon thedayof their destruction, ormakewideyour
mouth on the day of trouble. 13Do not go into the doors of my people on the
dayof their downfall; donot be looking on their troublewithpleasure on the
day of their downfall, or put your hands on their goods on the day of their
downfall. 14Anddonot takeyourplaceat the cross-roads, cuttingoff thoseof
hispeoplewhoget away; anddonot giveup to theirhaters thosewhoare still
there in the day of trouble. 15For the day of the Lord is coming quickly on all
nations: as you have done it will be done to you; the reward of your actswill
come on your head. 16For as you have been drinking onmy holymountain,
so will all the nations go on drinking without end; they will go on drinking
and thewinewill go down their throats, and theywill be as if they hadnever
been. 17But inMount Zion somewill be kept safe, and itwill be holy; and the
children of Jacobwill take their heritage. 18And the children of Jacobwill be
afireand thoseof Josephaflame, and the childrenofEsaudry stemsof grass,
burned up by them till all is gone: and therewill be no people living in Esau;
for the Lord has said it. 19 And they will take the South, and the lowland,
and the country of Ephraim, and Gilead, as their heritage. 20 And those of
the children of Israel who were the first to be taken away as prisoners, will
have their heritage among the Canaanites as far as Zarephath; and those
who were taken away from Jerusalem, who are in Sepharad, will have the
towns of the South. 21And thosewho have been kept safewill come up from
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Mount Zion to be judges of the mountain of Esau; and the kingdom will be
the Lord's.
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The Book of
Jonah

1And the word of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, 2Up!
go to Nineveh, that great town, and let your voice come to it; for their evil-
doing has come up before me. 3And Jonah got up to go in flight to Tarshish,
away from the Lord; and hewent down to Joppa, and saw there a ship going
to Tarshish: so he gave them the price of the journey and went down into
it to go with them to Tarshish, away from the Lord. 4And the Lord sent out
a great wind on to the sea and there was a violent storm in the sea, so that
the ship seemed in danger of being broken. 5 Then the sailors were full of
fear, every man crying to his god; and the goods in the ship were dropped
out into the sea to make the weight less. But Jonah had gone down into the
inmost part of the shipwhere hewas stretched out in a deep sleep. 6And the
ship's captain came to him and said to him, What are you doing sleeping?
Up! say a prayer to your God, if by chance God will give a thought to us, so
that we may not come to destruction. 7And they said to one another, Come,
let us put this to the decision of chance and see on whose account this evil
has come on us. So they did so, and Jonah was seen to be the man. 8 Then
they said to him, Now make clear to us what is your work, and where you
come from? what is your country, and who are your people? 9And he said
to them, I am a Hebrew, a worshipper of the Lord, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land. 10And the men were in great fear, and they
said to him, What is this you have done? For the men had knowledge of his
flight from theLordbecausehehadnot kept it from them. 11And they said to
him, What are we to do to you so that the sea may become calm for us? For
the sea was getting rougher and rougher. 12 And he said to them, Take me
up and put me into the sea, and the sea will become calm for you: for I am
certain that because ofme this great stormhas come on you. 13And themen
were working hard to get back to the land, but they were not able to do so:
for the sea got rougher and rougher against them. 14 So, crying to the Lord,
they said, Give ear to our prayer, O Lord, give ear, and do not let destruction
overtake us because of this man's life; do not put on us the sin of taking life
without cause: for you, O Lord, have done what seemed good to you. 15 So
they took Jonahupandputhim into the sea: and the seawasno longerangry.
16 Then great was the men's fear of the Lord; and they made an offering to
the Lord and took oaths to him. 17And the Lord made ready a great fish to
take Jonah into its mouth; and Jonah was inside the fish for three days and
three nights.

2
1 Then Jonah made prayer to the Lord his God from the inside of the fish,

and said, 2 Inmy trouble Iwas crying to the Lord, andhe gavemean answer;
out of the deepest underworld I sent up a cry, and you gave ear to my voice.
3For you have put me down into the deep, into the heart of the sea; and the
riverwas roundaboutme; all yourwaves andyour rollingwaterswent over
me. 4 And I said, I have been sent away from before your eyes; how may
I ever again see your holy Temple? 5 The waters were circling round me,
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even to the neck; the deep was about me; the sea-grass was twisted round
my head. 6 I went down to the bases of the mountains; as for the earth,
her walls were about me for ever: but you have taken up my life from the
underworld, O LordmyGod. 7Whenmy soul inmewas overcome, I kept the
memory of the Lord: and my prayer came in to you, into your holy Temple.
8 The worshippers of false gods have given up their only hope. 9 But I will
makeanoffering to youwith the voice of praise; Iwill give effect tomyoaths.
Salvation is the Lord's. 10And at the Lord's order, the fish sent Jonah out of
its mouth on to the dry land.

3
1And the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2Up! go

to Nineveh, that great town, and give it the word which I have given you.
3 So Jonah got up and went to Nineveh as the Lord had said. Now Nineveh
was a very great town, three days' journey fromend to end. 4And Jonahfirst
of all went a day's journey into the town, and crying out said, In forty days
destructionwill overtakeNineveh. 5And the people ofNinevehhadbelief in
God; and a timewas fixed for goingwithout food, and they put on haircloth,
from the greatest to the least. 6And the word came to the king of Nineveh,
and he got up from his seat of authority, and took off his robe, and covering
himself with haircloth, took his seat in the dust. 7 And he had it given out
in Nineveh, By the order of the king and his great men, no man or beast,
herd or flock, is to have a taste of anything; let them have no food or water:
8And letman andbeast be coveredwith haircloth, and let themmake strong
prayers to God: and let everyone be turned fromhis evilway and the violent
acts of their hands. 9Whomay say that Godwill not be turned, changing his
purpose and turning away from his burning wrath, so that destructionmay
not overtake us? 10And God sawwhat they did, how they were turned from
their evil way; and God's purpose was changed as to the evil which he said
he would do to them, and he did it not.

4
1But this seemed very wrong to Jonah, and he was angry. 2And he made

prayer to the Lord and said, O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still
in my country? This is why I took care to go in flight to Tarshish: for I was
certain that youwere a loving God, full of pity, slow to be angry and great in
mercy, and ready to be turned from your purpose of evil. 3 So now, O Lord,
give ear to my prayer and take my life from me; for death is better for me
than life. 4And the Lord said, Have you any right to be angry? 5Then Jonah
went out of the town, and took his seat on the east side of the townandmade
himself a roof of branches and took his seat under its shade till he sawwhat
would become of the town. 6And the Lord God made a vine come up over
Jonah to give him shade over his head. And Jonah was very glad because
of the vine. 7 But early on the morning after, God made ready a worm for
the destruction of the vine, and it became dry and dead. 8 Then when the
sun came up, God sent a burning east wind: and so great was the heat of the
sunonhis head that Jonahwas overcome, and, requesting death for himself,
said, Death is better for me than life. 9And the Lord said to Jonah, Have you
any right to be angry about the vine? And he said, I have a right to be truly
angry. 10And the Lord said, You had pity on the vine, for which you did no
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work and for the growth of which you were not responsible; which came
up in a night and came to an end in a night; 11And am I not to have mercy
on Nineveh, that great town, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand persons without the power of judging between right and
left, as well as much cattle?
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The Book of
Micah

1Theword of the Lordwhich came toMicah theMorashtite, in the days of
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah: his vision about Samaria and
Jerusalem. 2 Give ear, you peoples, all of you; give attention, O earth and
everything in it: let the Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from his
holy Temple. 3For see, the Lord is coming out from his place, and will come
down, stepping on the high places of the earth. 4And the mountains will be
turned to water under him, and the deep valleys will be broken open, like
wax before the fire, like waters flowing down a slope. 5 All this is because
of the wrongdoing of Jacob and the sins of the children of Israel. What is
the wrongdoing of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of
Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 6 So I will make Samaria into a field and the
plantings of a vine-garden: I will send its stones falling down into the valley,
uncovering its bases. 7And all her pictured images will be hammered into
bits, and all the payments for her loose ways will be burned with fire, and
all the images of her gods I will make waste: for with the price of a loose
woman she got them together, and as the price of a loosewomanwill they be
given back. 8 For this I will be full of sorrow and give cries of grief; I will go
uncovered and unclothed: I will give cries of grief like the jackals and will
be in sorrow like the ostriches. 9For her wounds may not be made well: for
it has come even to Judah, stretching up to the doorway of my people, even
to Jerusalem. 10Give no word of it in Gath, let there be no weeping at all: at
Beth-le-aphrah be rolling in the dust. 11Be uncovered and go away, youwho
are living in Shaphir: the one living in Zaanan has not come out of her town;
Beth-ezel is taken away from its base, even from its resting-place. 12For the
one living in Maroth is waiting for good: for evil has come down from the
Lord to the doorways of Jerusalem. 13 Let the war-carriage be yoked to the
quick-running horse, you who are living in Lachish: she was the first cause
of sin to thedaughter of Zion; for thewrongdoings of Israelwere seen in you.
14 For this cause give a parting offering to Moresheth-gath: the daughter of
Achzibwill be a deceit to the king of Israel. 15Evennowwill the taker of your
heritage come to you, you who are living in Mareshah: the glory of Israel
will come to destruction for ever. 16 Let your head be uncovered and your
hair cut off in sorrow for the children of your delight: let the hair be pulled
from your head like an eagle's; for they have been taken away from you as
prisoners.

2
1A curse on the designers of evil, working on their beds! in the morning

light theydo it, because it is in their power. 2Theyhave adesire forfields and
take them by force; and for houses and take them away: they are cruel to a
man and his family, even to aman and his heritage. 3For this cause the Lord
has said, See, against this family I am purposing an evil fromwhich youwill
not be able to take your necks away, and youwill beweighted downby it; for
it is an evil time. 4 In that day this sayingwill be said about you, and this song
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of grief will be made: The heritage of my people is measured out, and there
is no one to give it back; those who have made us prisoners have taken our
fields fromus, and complete destruction has come to us. 5For this cause you
will have no one to make the decision by the measuring line in the meeting
of the Lord. 6Let not words like these be dropped, they say: Shame and the
cursewill not come to the family of Jacob! 7 Is the Lord quicklymade angry?
are these his doings? do not his words do good to his people Israel? 8 As
for you, you have become haters of those who were at peace with you: you
take the clothing of those who go by without fear, andmake them prisoners
of war. 9 The women of my people you have been driving away from their
dearly loved children; from their young ones you are taking my glory for
ever. 10 Up! and go; for this is not your rest: because it has been made
unclean, the destruction ordered will come on you. 11 If a man came with
a false spirit of deceit, saying, I will be a prophet to you of wine and strong
drink: hewouldbe the sort of prophet for this people. 12 Iwill certainlymake
all of you, O Jacob, come together; I will get together the rest of Israel; I will
put them together like the sheep in their circle: like a flock in their green
field; theywill be full of the noise ofmen. 13The opener of thewaywill go up
before them: forcing their way out they will go on to the doorway and out
through it: their king will go on before them, and the Lord at their head.

3
1 And I said, Give ear, now, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the people

of Israel: is it not for you to have knowledge of what is right? 2 You who
are haters of good and lovers of evil, pulling off their skin from them and
their flesh from their bones; 3 Like meat they take the flesh of my people
for their food, skinning them and crushing their bones, yes, cutting them
up as if for the pot, like flesh inside the cooking-pot. 4 Then they will be
crying to the Lord for help, but he will not give them an answer: yes, he
will keep his face veiled from them at that time, because their acts have
been evil. 5 This is what the Lord has said about the prophets by whommy
people have been turned from the right way; who, biting with their teeth,
say, Peace; and if anyone puts nothing in their mouths they make ready for
war against him. 6 For this cause it will be night for you, without a vision;
and it will be dark for you, without knowledge of the future; the sun will go
downover the prophets, and the daywill be black over them. 7And the seers
will be shamed, and the readers of the future will be at a loss, all of them
covering their lips; for there is no answer from God. 8But I truly am full of
the spirit of the Lord, with power of judging andwith strength tomake clear
to Jacob his wrongdoing and to Israel his sin. 9 Then give ear to this, you
heads of the children of Jacob, you rulers of the children of Israel, hating
what is right, twisting what is straight. 10 They are building up Zion with
blood, and Jerusalemwith evil-doing. 11 Its heads take rewards for judging,
and the priests take payment for teaching, and the prophets get silver for
reading the future: but still, supporting themselves on the Lord, they say, Is
not the Lord among us? no evil will overtake us. 12For this reason, Zionwill
be ploughed like a field because of you, and Jerusalemwill become amass of
broken walls, and themountain of the house like a high place in the woods.
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4
1 But in the last days it will come about that the mountain of the Lord's

house will be placed on the top of the mountains, and be lifted up over the
hills; and peopleswill be flowing to it. 2And a number of nationswill go and
say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he will give us knowledge of his ways and we will
be guided by his word: for from Zion the law will go out, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem. 3 And he will be judge between great peoples,
and strong nations far awaywill be ruled by his decisions; their swords will
be hammered into plough-blades and their spears into vine-knives: nations
will no longer be lifting up their swords against one another, and knowledge
ofwarwill have gone for ever. 4But everymanwill be seated under his vine
and under his fig-tree, and no one will be a cause of fear to them: for the
mouth of the Lord of armies has said it. 5For all the peoples will be walking,
every one in the name of his god, and we will be walking in the name of the
Lord ourGod for ever and ever. 6 In that day, says the Lord, Iwill get together
herwho goeswith uncertain steps, I will get together herwho has been sent
away, and her on whom I have sent evil; 7And I will make her whose steps
were uncertain a small band, and her who was feeble a strong nation: and
the Lord will be their King inMount Zion from now and for ever. 8And you,
O tower of the flock, Ophel of the daughter of Zion, to you it will come, even
the earlier authority, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem. 9Nowwhy
are you crying so loudly? is there no king in you? has destruction come on
your wise helper? so that pains have taken you like the pains of a woman
in childbirth: 10Be in pain, make sounds of grief, O daughter of Zion, like a
woman in childbirth: for now youwill go out of the town, living in the open
country, andwill come even to Babylon; there youwill have salvation; there
the Lord will make you free from the hands of your haters. 11 And now a
number of nations have come together against you, and they say, Let her
be made unclean and let our eyes see the fate of Zion. 12 But they have no
knowledge of the thoughts of the Lord, their minds are not able to see his
purpose: for he has got them together like stems of grain to the crushing-
floor. 13Up! and let the grain be crushed, O daughter of Zion, for I will make
your horn iron and your feet brass, and a number of peoples will be broken
by you, and you will give up their increase to the Lord and their wealth to
the Lord of all the earth.

5
1Now you will give yourselves deep wounds for grief; they will put up a

wall roundus: theywill give the judge of Israel a blowon the facewith a rod.
2And you, Beth-lehemEphrathah, the least among the families of Judah, out
of you one will come to me who is to be ruler in Israel; whose going out has
been purposed from time past, from the eternal days. 3 For this cause he
will give them up till the time when she who is with child has given birth:
then the rest of his brothers will come back to the children of Israel. 4And
he will take his place and give food to his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the glory of the name of the Lord his God; and their resting-place will be
safe: for now he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5And this will be our
peace: when the Assyrian comes into our country and his feet are in our
land, then we will put up against him seven keepers of the flocks and eight
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chiefs among men. 6And they will make waste the land of Assyria with the
sword, and the land of Nimrod with the edge of the sword: he will give us
salvation from the Assyrian when he comes into our country, when his feet
come inside the limit of our land. 7And the rest of Jacob will be among the
mass of peoples like dew from the Lord, like showers on the grass, which
may not be kept back by man, or be waiting for the sons of men. 8And the
rest of Jacobwill be among the nations, in themiddle of themass of peoples,
like a lion among the beasts of thewoods, like a young lion among the flocks
of sheep: if he goes through, they will be crushed under foot and pulled to
bits, and there will be no saviour. 9Your hand is lifted up against those who
are against you, and all your haters will be cut off. 10And it will come about
in that day, says theLord, that Iwill takeawayyourhorses fromyou, andwill
give your war-carriages to destruction: 11 I will have the towns of your land
cut off and all your strong places pulled down: 12 I will put an end to your
use of secret arts, and you will have no more readers of signs: 13And I will
have your images and your pillars cut off from you; and you will no longer
give worship to the work of your hands. 14 I will have your Asherahs pulled
up from among you: and I will send destruction on your images. 15Andmy
punishmentwill be effected on the nationswith such burningwrath as they
have not had word of.

6
1Giveearnowto thewordsof theLord: Up! put forwardyour causebefore

the mountains, let your voice be sounding among the hills. 2Give ear, O you
mountains, to the Lord's cause, and take note, you bases of the earth: for
the Lord has a cause against his people, and he will take it up with Israel.
3 O my people, what have I done to you? how have I been a weariness to
you? give answer againstme. 4For I took you up out of the land of Egypt and
made you free from the prison-house; I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. 5Omy people, keep inmind nowwhat was designed by Balak, king
of Moab, and the answer which Balaam, son of Beor, gave him; the events,
from Shittim to Gilgal, so that you may be certain of the upright acts of the
Lord. 6Withwhat am I to comebefore theLordandgowithbentheadbefore
the high God? am I to come before him with burned offerings, with young
oxen a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of sheep or with
ten thousand rivers of oil? am I to give my first child for my wrongdoing,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8He has made clear to you, O
man, what is good; and what is desired from you by the Lord; only doing
what is right, and lovingmercy, andwalkingwithout pride before your God.
9 The voice of the Lord is crying out to the town: Give ear, you tribes and
the meeting of the town. 10 Am I to let the stores of the evil-doer go out of
my memory, and the short measure, which is cursed? 11 Is it possible for
me to let wrong scales and the bag of false weights go without punishment?
12 For its men of wealth are cruel, and its people have said what is not true,
and their tongue is false in their mouth. 13 So I have made a start with your
punishment; I have made you waste because of your sins. 14 You will have
food, but not enough; your shame will be ever with you: you will get your
goods moved, but you will not take them away safely; and what you do take
away I will give to the sword. 15 You will put in seed, but you will not get
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in the grain; you will be crushing olives, but your bodies will not be rubbed
with the oil; and youwill get in the grapes, but you will have no wine. 16For
you have kept the laws of Omri and all the works of the family of Ahab, and
you have been guided by their designs: so that I might make you a cause of
wonder and your people a cause of hisses; and the shame of my people will
be on you.

7
1 Sorrow is mine! for I am as when they have got in the summer fruits,

like the last of the grapes: there is nothing for food, not even an early fig for
my desire. 2 The good man is gone from the earth, there is no one upright
amongmen: they are all waiting secretly for blood, everyman is going after
his brother with a net. 3 Their hands are made ready to do evil; the ruler
makes requests for money, and the judge is looking for a reward; and the
great man gives decisions at his pleasure, and the right is twisted. 4The best
of them is like awaste plant, and their upright ones are like awall of thorns.
Sorrow! the day of their fate has come; nowwill trouble comeon them. 5Put
no faith in a friend, do not let your hope be placed in a relation: keep watch
on the doors of your mouth against her who is resting on your breast. 6 For
the son puts shame on his father, the daughter goes against her mother and
thedaughter-in-lawagainst hermother-in-law; andaman's haters are those
of his family. 7But as for me, I am looking to the Lord; I am waiting for the
God of my salvation: the ears of my Godwill be open to me. 8Do not be glad
because of my sorrow, O my hater: after my fall I will be lifted up; when I
am seated in the dark, the Lord will be a light to me. 9 I will undergo the
wrath of the Lord, because of my sin against him; till he takes up my cause
and does what is right for me: when he makes me come out into the light,
I will see his righteousness; 10And my hater will see it and be covered with
shame; she who said to me, Where is the Lord your God? my eyes will see
their desire effected on her, now shewill be crushed under foot like the dust
of the streets. 11A day for building yourwalls! in that daywill your limits be
stretched far andwide. 12 In that day theywill come to you fromAssyria and
the towns of Egypt, and fromEgypt even to theRiver, and fromsea to sea and
frommountain tomountain. 13But the landwill become awaste because of
its people, as the fruit of theirworks. 14Keep your people safewith your rod,
the flock of your heritage, living by themselves in the woods in the middle
of Carmel: let them get their food in Bashan and Gilead as in the past. 15As
in the days when you came out from the land of Egypt, let us see things of
wonder. 16The nations will see and be shamed because of all their strength;
theywill put their hands on theirmouths, their earswill be stopped. 17They
will take dust as their food like a snake, like the things which go flat on the
earth; they will come shaking with fear out of their secret places: they will
come with fear to the Lord our God, full of fear because of you. 18Who is
a God like you, offering forgiveness for evil-doing and overlooking the sins
of the rest of his heritage? he does not keep his wrath for ever, because his
delight is inmercy. 19Hewill againhavepity onus; hewill put our sinsunder
his feet: and you will send all our sins down into the heart of the sea. 20You
will make clear your good faith to Jacob and yourmercy to Abraham, as you
gave your oath to our fathers from times long past.
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The Book of
Nahum

1Theword about Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.
2 The Lord is a God who takes care of his honour and gives punishment for
wrong; the Lord gives punishment and is angry; the Lord sends punishment
on those who are against him, being angry with his haters. 3 The Lord is
slow to get angry and great in power, and will not let the sinner go without
punishment: thewayof theLord is in thewindand the storm, and the clouds
are the dust of his feet. 4He says sharp words to the sea and makes it dry,
drying up all the rivers: Bashan is feeble, and Carmel, and the flower of
Lebanon is without strength. 5 The mountains are shaking because of him,
and the hills flowing away; the earth is falling to bits before him, the world
and all who are in it. 6Who may keep his place before his wrath? and who
may undergo the heat of his passion? his wrath is let loose like fire and the
rocks are broken open by him. 7 The Lord is good, a strong place in the day
of trouble; and he has knowledge of those who take him for their safe cover.
8 But like water overflowing he will take them away; he will put an end to
those who come up against him, driving his haters into the dark. 9What are
you designing against the Lord? he will put an end to it: his haters will not
come up again a second time. 10For though they are like twisted thorns, and
are overcome aswith drink, theywill come to destruction like stems of grass
fully dry. 11 One has gone out from you who is designing evil against the
Lord, whose purposes are of no value. 12This is what the Lord has said: The
days of my cause against you are ended; they are cut off and past. Though I
have sent trouble onyou, youwill no longerbe troubled. 13Andnow Iwill let
his yoke be broken off you, and your chains be parted. 14The Lord has given
an order about you, that no more of your name are to be planted: from the
house of your gods I will have the pictured and metal images cut off; I will
make your last resting-place a place of shame; for you are completely evil.
15 See on the mountains the feet of him who comes with good news, giving
word of peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah, give effect to your oaths: for the
good-for-nothingmanwill never again go through you; he is completely cut
off.

2
1 A crusher has come up before your face: keep a good look-out, let the

way bewatched, make yourself strong, let your power be greatly increased.
2For the Lord will make good the vine of Jacob, as well as the vine of Israel:
for thewasters havemade themwaste and sent destruction on the branches
of their vine. 3The body-covers of his fightingmen have beenmade red, the
menofwarare clothed inbright red: thewar-carriages are likeflamesoffire
in the day when he gets ready, the horses are shaking. 4 The war-carriages
are rushing through the streets, pushing against one another in the wide
ways, looking like burning lights, running like thunder-flames. 5He takes
the record of his great men: they go falling on their way; they go quickly to
thewall, the cover ismade ready. 6The river doorways are forced open, and
the king's house is flowing away. 7And the queen is uncovered, she is taken
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away and her servant-girls areweeping like the sound of doves, hammering
on their breasts. 8 But Nineveh is like a pool of water whose waters are
flowing away; Keep your place, they say; but no one is turning back. 9 Take
silver, take gold; for there is no end to the store; take for yourselves aweight
of things to bedesired. 10Everythinghas been taken fromher, all is gone, she
has nothingmore: the heart is turned towater, the knees are shaking, all are
twisted inpain, andcolourhasgone fromall faces. 11Where is the lions' hole,
the place where the young lions got their food, where the lion and the she-
lion were walking with their young, without cause for fear? 12Food enough
for his young and for his she-lionswas pulled down by the lion; his holewas
full of flesh and his resting-place stored with meat. 13 See, I am against you,
says the Lord of armies, and I will have your war-carriages burned in the
smoke, and your young lions will be food for the sword: you will no longer
get your food by force on the earth, and the voice of your she-lions will be
stopped for ever.

3
1 A curse is on the town of blood; it is full of deceit and violent acts; and

there is no end to the taking of life. 2The noise of the whip, and the noise of
thunderingwheels; horses rushing andwar-carriages jumping, 3Horsemen
driving forward, and the shining sword and the bright spear: and a great
number of wounded, and masses of dead bodies; they are falling over the
bodies of the dead: 4Because of all the falseways of the loosewoman, expert
in attraction andwise in secret arts, who takes nations in the net of her false
ways, and families through her secret arts. 5 See, I am against you, says
the Lord of armies, and I will have your skirts pulled over your face, and
let the nations see you unclothed, and the kingdoms your shame. 6 I will
make you completely disgusting and full of shame, and will put you up to
be looked at by all. 7And it will come about that all who see you will go in
flight from you and say, Nineveh is made waste: who will be weeping for
her? where am I to get comforters for her? 8Are you better than No-amon,
seatedon theNile streams,withwatersall roundher;whosewallwas the sea
and her earthwork the waters? 9 Ethiopia was her strength and Egyptians
without number; Put and Lubimwere her helpers. 10But even she has been
taken away, she has gone away as a prisoner: even her young children are
smashed to bits at the top of all the streets: the fate of her honoured men
is put to the decision of chance, and all her great men are put in chains.
11 And you will be overcome with wine, you will become feeble; you will
be looking for a safe place from those who are fighting against you. 12 All
your walled places will be like fig-trees and your people like the first figs,
falling at a shake into the mouth which is open for them. 13 See, the people
who are in you are women; the doorways of your land are wide open to
your attackers: the locks of your doors have been burned away in the fire.
14 Get water for the time when you are shut in, make strong your towns:
go into the potter's earth, stamping it down with your feet, make strong the
brickworks. 15There the fire will make you waste; you will be cut off by the
sword: make yourself as great in number as the worms, as great in number
as the locusts. 16Let your tradersbe increasedmore than the stars ofheaven:
17Your crowned ones are like the locusts, and your scribes like the clouds of
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insects which take cover in the walls on a cold day, but when the sun comes
up they go inflight, and are seenno longer in their place. 18Sorrow! howare
the keepers of your flock sleeping, O king of Assyria! your strongmen are at
rest; your people are wandering on the mountains, and there is no one to
get them together. 19 Your pain may not be made better; you are wounded
to death: all those hearing the news about youwill bewaving their hands in
joy over you: forwhohas not undergone theweight of your evil-doing again
and again?
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1ThewordwhichHabakkuk theprophet saw. 2Howlong,OLord,will your
ears be shut to my voice? I make an outcry to you about violent behaviour,
butyoudonot sendsalvation. 3Whydoyoumakemeseeevil-doing, andwhy
aremyeyes fixed onwrong? forwasting andviolent acts are beforeme: and
there is fighting and bitter argument. 4For this reason the law is feeble and
decisions arenot effected: for theuprightman is circled roundbyevil-doers;
because of which right is twisted. 5 See among the nations, and take note,
and be full of wonder: for in your days I am doing a work in which you will
have no belief, even if news of it is given to you. 6 For see, I am sending the
Chaldaeans, that bitter and quick-moving nation; who go through the wide
spaces of the earth to get for themselves living-places which are not theirs.
7 They are greatly to be feared: their right comes from themselves. 8 And
their horses are quicker than leopards and their horsemenmore cruel than
evening wolves; they come from far away, like an eagle in flight rushing on
its food. 9They are coming all of themwith force; the direction of their faces
is forward, the number of their prisoners is like the sands of the sea. 10He
makes little of kings, rulers are a sport to him; all the strong places are to be
laughed at; for he makes earthworks and takes them. 11 Then his purpose
will be changed, over-stepping the limit; he will make his strength his god.
12 Are you not eternal, O Lord my God, my Holy One? for you there is no
death. O Lord, he has been ordered by you for our punishment; and by you,
O Rock, he has beenmarked out to put us right. 13Before your holy eyes sin
may not be seen, and you are unable to put up with wrong; why, then, are
your eyes on the false? why do you say nothing when the evil-doer puts an
end to one who is more upright than himself? 14He has made men like the
fishes of the sea, like the worms which have no ruler over them. 15He takes
them all up with his hook, he takes them in his net, getting them together in
his fishing-net: forwhich cause he is glad and full of joy. 16For this reasonhe
makes an offering to his net, burning perfume to his fishing-net; because by
them he gets much food and his meat is fat. 17 For this cause his net is ever
open, and there is no end to his destruction of the nations.

2
1 I will take my position and be on watch, placing myself on my tower,

looking out to see what he will say to me, and what answer he will give to
my protest. 2 And the Lord gave me an answer, and said, Put the vision in
writing andmake it clear on stones, so that the reader may go quickly. 3For
the vision is still for the fixed time, and it ismoving quickly to the end, and it
will not be false: even if it is slow in coming, go on waiting for it; because it
will certainly come, itwill not bekept back. 4As for themanofpride,my soul
has no pleasure in him; but the upright man will have life through his good
faith. 5A curse on the cruel and false one! the man full of pride, who never
has enough;whomakes his desireswide as the underworld! he is like death;
he is never full, but he makes all nations come to him, getting all peoples
together to himself. 6Will not all these take up aword of shame against him
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and a bitter saying against him, and say, A curse on himwho goes on taking
what is not his and isweighted downwith the property of debtors! 7Will not
your creditors suddenly be moved against you, and your troublers get up
from their sleep, and you will be to them like goods taken in war? 8Because
youhave taken their goods fromgreat nations, all the rest of the peopleswill
take your goods from you; because of men's blood and violent acts against
the land and the town and all who are living in it. 9A curse on himwho gets
evil profits for his family, so that he may put his resting-place on high and
be safe from the hand of the wrongdoer! 10You have been a cause of shame
to your house by cutting off a number of peoples, and sinning against your
soul. 11 For the stone will give a cry out of the wall, and it will be answered
by the board out of thewoodwork. 12A curse on himwho is building a place
with blood, and basing a town on evil-doing! 13 See, is it not the pleasure
of the Lord of armies that the peoples are working for the fire and using
themselves up for nothing? 14 For the earth will be full of the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord as the sea is covered by the waters. 15 A curse on
him who gives his neighbour the wine of his wrath, making him overcome
with strong drink from the cup of his passion, so that you may be a witness
of their shame! 16 You are full of shame in place of glory: take your part in
the drinking, and let your shame be uncovered: the cup of the Lord's right
hand will come round to you and your glory will be covered with shame.
17For the violent acts against Lebanonwill comeonyou, and the destruction
of the cattle will be a cause of fear to you, because of men's blood and the
violent acts against the landand the townandallwhoare living in it. 18What
profit is thepictured image to itsmaker? andas for themetal image, the false
teacher, why does its maker put his faith in it, making false gods without a
voice? 19A curse on him who says to the wood, Awake! to the unbreathing
stone, Up! let it be a teacher! See, it is plated with gold and silver, and there
is no breath at all inside it. 20 But the Lord is in his holy Temple: let all the
earth be quiet before him.

3
1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, put to Shigionoth. 2O Lord, word of

you has come to my ears; I have seen your work, O Lord; when the years
come near make it clear; in wrath keep mercy in mind. 3 God came from
Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. The heavens were
covered with his glory, and the earth was full of his praise. 4Hewas shining
like the light; he had rays coming out from his hand: there his power was
kept secret. 5 Before him went disease, and flames went out at his feet.
6Fromhis high place he sent shaking on the earth; he saw and nations were
suddenly moved: and the eternal mountains were broken, the unchanging
hills were bent down; his ways are eternal. 7 The curtains of Cushan were
troubled, and the tents of Midian were shaking. 8Was your wrath burning
against the rivers? were you angry with the sea, that you went on your
horses, onyourwar-carriagesof salvation? 9Yourbowwasquiteuncovered.
Selah. By you the earth was cut through with rivers. 10 The mountains saw
you and were moved with fear; the clouds were streaming with water: the
voice of the deepwas sounding; the sun did not come up, and themoon kept
still in her place. 11At the light of your arrows theywent away, at the shining
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of your polished spear. 12 You went stepping through the land in wrath,
crushing the nations in your passion. 13 You went out for the salvation of
your people, for the salvation of the one on whom your holy oil was put;
wounding theheadof the familyof theevil-doer, uncovering thebaseeven to
the neck. Selah. 14You have put your spears through his head, his horsemen
were sent in flight like dry stems; they had joy in driving away the poor,
in making a meal of them secretly. 15 The feet of your horses were on the
sea, on the mass of great waters. 16Hearing it, my inner parts were moved,
and my lips were shaking at the sound; my bones became feeble, and my
steps were uncertain under me: I gave sounds of grief in the day of trouble,
when his forces came up against the people in bands. 17 For though the fig-
tree has no flowers, and there is no fruit on the vine, and work on the olive
comes to nothing, and the fields give no food; and the flock is cut off from its
resting-place, and there is no herd in the cattle-house: 18 Still, I will be glad
in the Lord, my joy will be in the God of my salvation. 19The Lord God is my
strength, and hemakesmy feet like roes' feet, guidingme onmyhigh places.
For the chief music-maker on corded instruments.
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1Theword of the Lordwhich came to Zephaniah, the son of Cushi, the son
of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah,
the son of Amon, king of Judah. 2 I will take away everything from the face
of the earth, says the Lord. 3 I will take away man and beast; I will take
away the birds of the heaven and the fishes of the sea; causing the downfall
of the evil-doers, and cutting man off from the face of the earth, says the
Lord. 4Andmy hand will be stretched out on Judah and on all the people of
Jerusalem, cutting off the name of the Baal from this place, and the name of
the false priests, 5And the worshippers of the army of heaven on the house-
tops, and theLord'sworshipperswho take oaths byMilcom, 6And thosewho
are turned back from going after the Lord, and those who have not made
prayer to the Lord or got directions fromhim. 7Let there be no sound before
the LordGod: for the day of the Lord is near: for the Lordhasmade ready an
offering, he has made his guests holy. 8And it will come about in the day of
the Lord's offering, that I will send punishment on the rulers and the king's
sons and all who are clothed in robes from strange lands. 9And in that day I
will send punishment on all thosewho come jumping over the doorstep and
make theirmaster's house full of violent behaviour anddeceit. 10And in that
day, says the Lord, there will be the sound of a cry from the fish doorway,
and anoutcry from thenew town, and a great thundering from thehills, and
cries of grief from the people of the Hollow; 11Because of the downfall of all
the people of Canaan: all those who were weighted down with silver have
been cut off. 12And it will come about at that time, that I will go searching
through Jerusalemwith lights; and I will send punishment on the men who
have become like wine stored over-long, who say to themselves, The Lord
will not do good and will not do evil. 13 And their wealth will be violently
taken away, and their houses will be made waste: they will go on building
houses andnever living in them, andplantingvine-gardensbutnot drinking
thewine fromthem. 14Thegreatdayof theLord isnear, it is nearandcoming
very quickly; the bitter day of the Lord is near, coming onmore quickly than
a man of war. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and sorrow, a
day of wasting and destruction, a day of dark night and deep shade, a day of
cloud and thick dark. 16A day of sounding the horn and the war-cry against
the walled towns and the high towers. 17And I will send trouble on men so
that they will go about like the blind, because they have done evil against
the Lord: and their blood will be drained out like dust, and their strength
like waste. 18 Even their silver and their gold will not be able to keep them
safe in the day of the Lord's wrath; but all the land will be burned up in the
fire of his bitter wrath: for he will put an end, even suddenly, to all who are
living in the land.

2
1 Come together, make everyone come together, O nation without shame;

2Before the Lord sends you violently away in flight like the waste from the
grain; before the burning wrath of the Lord comes on you, before the day
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of the Lord's wrath comes on you. 3Make search for the Lord, all you quiet
ones of the earth, who have done what is right in his eyes; make search for
righteousness and a quiet heart: it may be that you will be safely covered
in the day of the Lord's wrath. 4For Gazawill be given up and Ashkelonwill
becomewaste: theywill sendAshdodout in themiddle of theday, andEkron
will be uprooted. 5 Sorrow to the people living by the sea, the nation of the
Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, O Canaan, the land of the
Philistines; I will send destruction on you till there is no one living in you.
6And the land by the seawill be grass-land, with houses for keepers of sheep
and walled places for flocks. 7 The land by the sea will be for the rest of the
children of Judah; by the sea theywill give their flocks food: in the houses of
Ashkelon they will take their rest in the evening; for the Lord their God will
take theminhandand their fatewill bechanged. 8Myearshavebeenopen to
the bitterwords ofMoab and thewords of shame of the children of Ammon,
which they have said against my people, lifting themselves up against the
limit of their land. 9 For this cause, by my life, says the Lord of armies, the
Godof Israel, trulyMoabwill become likeSodomand thechildrenofAmmon
like Gomorrah, given up to waste plants and salt pools and unpeopled for
ever: the rest of my people will take their property, the overflow of my
nation will take their heritage. 10 This will be their fate because of their
pride, because they have said evil, lifting themselves up against the people
of the Lord of armies. 11 The Lord will let himself be seen by them: for he
will make all the gods of the earth feeble; andmenwill go down before him
in worship, everyone from his place, even all the sea-lands of the nations.
12And you Ethiopianswill be put to death bymy sword. 13And his handwill
be stretched out against the north, for the destruction of Assyria; and hewill
makeNineveh unpeopled and dry like thewaste land. 14Andherdswill take
their rest in themiddle of her, all the beasts of the valley: the pelican and the
porcupinewill make their living-places on the tops of its pillars; the owlwill
be crying in thewindow; the ravenwill be seenon thedoorstep. 15This is the
townwhichwas full of joy, livingwithout fear of danger, saying in her heart,
I am, and there is no other: howhas she beenmadewaste, a place for beasts
to take their rest in! everyone who goes by her will make hisses, waving his
hand.

3
1 Sorrow to her who is uncontrolled and unclean, the cruel town! 2 She

gave no attention to the voice, she had no use for teaching, she put no faith
in the Lord, she did not come near to her God. 3 Her rulers are like loud-
voiced lions in her; her judges are wolves of the evening, crushing up the
bones before the morning. 4 Her prophets are good-for-nothing persons,
full of deceit: her priests have made the holy place unclean and have gone
violently against the law. 5 The Lord in her is upright; he will not do evil;
every morning he lets his righteousness be seen, he is unchanging; but the
evil-doer has no sense of shame. 6 I have had the nations cut off, their towers
are broken down; I have made their streets a waste so that no one goes
through them: destruction has overtaken their towns, so that there is no
man living in them. 7 I said, Certainly you will go in fear of me, and come
under my training, so that whatever I may send on her may not be cut off
beforeher eyes: but theygotupearly andmadeall theirworks evil. 8For this
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reason, go on waiting for me, says the Lord, till the day when I come up as a
witness: for my purpose is to send for the nations and to get the kingdoms
together, so that I may let loose on them my passion, even all my burning
wrath: for all the earth will be burned up in the fire of my bitter passion.
9 For then I will give the people a clean language, so that they may all make
prayer to theLordandbehis servantswithonemind. 10Fromover the rivers
of Ethiopia, and from the sides of the north, they will come to me with an
offering. 11 In that day you will have no shame on account of all the things
in which you did evil against me: for then I will take away from among you
those who were lifted up in pride, and you will no longer be lifted up with
pride in my holy mountain. 12 But I will still have among you a quiet and
poor people, and theywill put their faith in the name of the Lord. 13The rest
of Israel will do no evil and say no false words; the tongue of deceit will not
be seen in their mouth: for they will take their food and their rest, and no
onewill be a cause of fear to them. 14Makemelody, O daughter of Zion; give
a loud cry, O Israel; be glad and let your heart be full of joy, O daughter of
Jerusalem. 15The Lord has taken away those who were judging you, he has
sent your haters far away: the King of Israel, even the Lord, is among you:
you will have nomore fear of evil. 16 In that day it will be said to Jerusalem,
Have no fear: O Zion, let not your hands be feeble. 17 The Lord your God is
among you, as a strong saviour: he will be glad over you with joy, he will
make his love new again, he will make a song of joy over you as in the time
of a holy feast. 18 I will take away your troubles, lifting up your shame from
off you. 19 See, at that time I will put an end to all who have been troubling
you: I will give salvation to her whose steps are uncertain, and get together
her who has been sent in flight; and I will make them a cause of praise and
an honoured name in all the earth, when I let their fate be changed. 20 At
that time I will make you come in, at that time I will get you together: for I
will make you a name and a praise among all the peoples of the earth when
I let your fate be changed before your eyes, says the Lord.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first
day of the month, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet to
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 These are the words of the Lord of
armies: These people say, The time has not come for building the Lord's
house. 3Then theword of the Lord camebyHaggai the prophet, saying, 4 Is it
a time for you to be living in roofed houseswhile this house is awaste? 5For
this cause the Lord of armies has said, Give thought to your ways. 6Much
has been planted, but little got in; you take food, but have not enough; you
take drink, but are not full; you are clothed, but no one is warm; and hewho
gets payment for his work, gets it to put it into a bag full of holes. 7 This is
what the Lord of armies has said: Give thought to your ways. 8 Go up to
the hills and get wood and put up the house; and I will take pleasure in it
and be honoured, says the Lord. 9 You were looking for much, and it came
to little; and when you got it into your house, I took it away with a breath.
Why? says the Lord of armies. Because of my house which is a waste, while
every man takes care of the house which is his. 10For this cause the heaven
over you is kept from giving dew, and the earth from giving her fruit. 11And
by my order no rain came on the land or on the mountains or the grain or
the wine or the oil or the produce of the earth or onmen or cattle or on any
work of man's hands. 12 Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua,
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all the rest of the people, gave ear
to the voice of the Lord their God and to the words of Haggai the prophet,
because the Lord their God had sent him, and the peoplewere in fear before
the Lord. 13 Then Haggai, whom the Lord had sent to give his words to the
people, said, I am with you, says the Lord. 14And the spirit of Zerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, wasmoved by the Lord, as was the spirit
of Joshua, the sonof Jehozadak, thehighpriest, and the spirit of all the rest of
the people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of armies,
their God. 15On the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in
the second year of Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of

the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 2 Say now to Zerubbabel, the
son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and to the rest of the people, 3Who is there still among you who saw
this house in its first glory? and how do you see it now? is it not in your eyes
as nothing? 4But nowbe strong, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; and be strong,
O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of
the land, says the Lord, and get to work: for I am with you, says the Lord
of armies: 5 The agreement which I made with you when you came out of
Egypt, and my spirit, are with you still; have no fear. 6 For this is what the
Lord of armies has said: In a short time I will make a shaking of the heavens
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and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 7And Iwill make a shaking of all
the nations, and the desired things of all nations will come: and I will make
this house full of my glory, says the Lord of armies. 8The silver is mine and
the gold is mine, says the Lord of armies. 9 The second glory of this house
will be greater than the first, says the Lord of armies: and in this place I will
give peace, says the Lord of armies. 10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, in the secondyearofDarius, thewordof theLordcamebyHaggai the
prophet, saying, 11Theseare thewordsof theLordofarmies: Putnowapoint
of law to the priests, saying, 12 If anyone has some holy flesh folded in the
skirt of his robe, will bread or soup orwine or oil or any other food bemade
holy if touched by his skirt? And the priests answering said, No. 13 Then
Haggai said, Will any of these be made unclean by the touch of one who is
unclean through touching a dead body? And the priests answering said, It
will be made unclean. 14 Then Haggai said, So is this people and so is this
nation beforeme, says the Lord; and so is everywork of their hands; and the
offering they give there is unclean. 15And now, give thought, looking back
from this day to the time before one stonewas put on another in the Temple
of the Lord: 16How, when anyone came to a store of twentymeasures, there
were only ten: when anyone went to the wine-store to get fifty vessels full,
there were only twenty. 17And I sent burning and wasting and a rain of ice-
drops on all the works of your hands; but still you were not turned to me,
says the Lord. 18And now, give thought; looking on from this day, from the
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the time when the base of the
Lord's house was put in its place, give thought to it. 19 Is the seed still in the
store-house? have the vine and the fig-tree, the pomegranate and the olive-
tree, still not given their fruit? from this day I will sendmy blessing on you.
20 And the word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai, on the twenty-
fourth day of the month, saying, 21 Say to Zerubbabel, ruler of Judah, I will
make a shaking of the heavens and the earth, 22Overturning the power of
kingdoms; and I will send destruction on the strength of the kingdoms of
the nations; by me war-carriages will be overturned with those who are in
them; and the horses and the horsemen will come down, everyone by the
sword of his brother. 23 In that day, says the Lord of armies, I will take you, O
Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and will make
you as a jewelled ring: for I have taken you to be mine, says the Lord of
armies.
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord
came to Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,
2 The Lord has been very angry with your fathers: 3 And you are to say to
them, These are the words of the Lord of armies: Come back to me, says the
Lord of armies, and I will come back to you. 4 Be not like your fathers, to
whom the voice of the earlier prophets came, saying, Be turned now from
your evil ways and from your evil doings: but they did not give ear to me or
takenote, says theLord. 5Your fathers,whereare they? and theprophets, do
they go on living for ever? 6Butmywords andmyorders, which I gave tomy
servants the prophets, have they not overtaken your fathers? and turning
back they said, As it was the purpose of the Lord of armies to do to us, in
reward for our ways and our doings, so has he done. 7On the twenty-fourth
day of the eleventh month, the month Shebat, in the second year of Darius,
thewordof theLord came toZechariah, the sonofBerechiah, the sonof Iddo
the prophet, saying, 8 I saw in the night a man on a red horse, between the
mountains in the valley, and at his back were horses, red, black, white, and
ofmixedcolours. 9Then I said, Omy lord,what are these? And theangelwho
was talking to me said to me, I will make clear to you what they are. 10And
the man who was between the mountains, answering me, said, These are
those whom the Lord has sent to go up and down through the earth. 11And
the man who was between the mountains, answering, said to the angel of
the Lord, We have gone up and down through the earth, and all the earth
is quiet and at rest. 12 Then the angel of the Lord, answering, said, O Lord
of armies, how long will it be before you have mercy on Jerusalem and on
the towns of Judah against which your wrath has been burning for seventy
years? 13And the Lord gave an answer in good and comforting words to the
angel who was talking to me. 14 And the angel who was talking to me said
to me, Let your voice be loud and say, These are the words of the Lord of
armies: I am greatly moved about the fate of Jerusalem and of Zion. 15And
I am very angrywith the nations who are living untroubled: for when I was
only a little angry, they made the evil worse. 16 So this is what the Lord has
said: I have comeback to Jerusalemwithmercies;myhouse is to beputup in
her, says the Lord of armies, and a line is to be stretched out over Jerusalem.
17And again let your voice be loud and say, This is what the Lord of armies
has said: My townswill againbeoverflowingwithgood things, andagain the
Lord will give comfort to Zion and take Jerusalem for himself. 18And lifting
up my eyes I saw four horns. 19And I said to the angel who was talking to
me,What are these? Andhe said tome, These are the hornswhich have sent
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem in flight. 20 And the Lord gave me a vision of
fourmetal-workers. 21Then I said,Whathave these come todo? Andhe said,
These are the horns which sent Judah in flight, and kept him from lifting up
his head: but these men have come to send fear on them and to put down
the nations who are lifting up their horns against the land of Judah to send
it in flight.
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2
1And lifting up my eyes, I saw a man with a measuring-line in his hand.

2 And I said to him, Where are you going? And he said to me, To take the
measure of Jerusalem, to see how wide and how long it is. 3And the angel
who was talking to me went out, and another angel went out, and, meeting
him, 4 Said to him, Go quickly and say to this young man, Jerusalem will be
an unwalled town, because of the great number of men and cattle in her.
5 For I, says the Lord, will be a wall of fire round about her, and I will be
the glory inside her. 6Ho, ho! go in flight from the land of the north, says
the Lord: for I have sent you far and wide to the four winds of heaven, says
the Lord. 7Ho! Zion, go in flight from danger, you who are living with the
daughter of Babylon. 8 For this is what the Lord of armies has said: In the
way of glory he has sent me to the nations which have taken your goods:
for anyone touching you is touching what is most dear to him. 9 For at the
shaking of my hand over them, their goods will be taken by those whowere
their servants: and you will see that the Lord of armies has sent me. 10Give
songs of joy, O daughter of Zion: for I come, and Iwillmakemy resting-place
among you, says the Lord. 11And a number of nations will be joined to the
Lord in that day, andwill becomemy people; and Iwill be living among you,
and you will see that the Lord of armies has sent me to you. 12 And Judah
will be the Lord's heritage in the holy land, and Jerusalemwill again be his.
13Let all flesh be quiet and make no sound before the Lord: for he is awake
and has come from his holy resting-place.

3
1And he let me see Joshua, the high priest, in his place before the angel of

theLord, and theSatanathis righthandready to takeupacauseagainsthim.
2And theLord said to the Satan,May theLord'swordbe sharp against you, O
Satan, the word of the Lord who has taken Jerusalem for himself: is this not
aburningbranchpulledout of thefire? 3NowJoshuawas clothed inunclean
robes, and he was in his place before the angel. 4And he made answer and
said to thosewhowere therebeforehim, Take theuncleanrobesoffhim, and
let him be clothed in clean robes; 5And let them put a clean head-dress on
his head. So they put a cleanhead-dress onhis head, clothing himwith clean
robes: and to him he said, See, I have taken your sin away from you. 6And
the angel of the Lord made a statement to Joshua, and said, 7 These are the
words of the Lord of armies: If youwill go inmyways and keepwhat I have
put in your care, then you will be judge over my Temple and have the care
of my house, and I will give you the right to come in among those who are
there. 8Give ear now, O Joshua, the high priest, you and your friends who
are seated before you; for these are men who are a sign: for see, I will let
my servant the Branch be seen. 9 For see, the stone which I have put before
Joshua; onone stoneare seveneyes: see, thedesign cut on itwill bemywork,
says the Lord of armies, and I will take away the sin of that land in one day.
10 In that day, says the Lord of armies, youwill be one another's guests under
the vine and under the fig-tree.

4
1And the angel who was talking to me came again, awaking me as a man

out of his sleep. 2 And he said to me, What do you see? And I said, I see a
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light-support, made all of gold, with its cup on the top of it and seven lights
on it; and there are seven pipes to every one of the lights which are on the
top of it; 3And two olive-trees by it, one on the right side of the cup and one
on the left. 4And Imade answer and said to the angelwhowas talking tome,
What are these,my lord? 5Then the angelwhowas talking tome, answering
me, said, Have you no knowledge of what these are? And I said, No, my
lord. 6 This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel, saying, Not by force or
by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord of armies. 7Who are you, O great
mountain? before Zerubbabel you will become level: and he will let all see
the headstone, with cries of Grace, grace, to it. 8 Then the word of the Lord
came tome, saying, 9ThehandsofZerubbabelhaveput thebaseof thishouse
in place, and his hands will make it complete; and it will be clear to you that
the Lord of armies has sent me to you. 10 For who has had a poor opinion
of the day of small things? for they will be glad when they see the weighted
measuring-line in the hand of Zerubbabel. Then he said in answer to me,
These seven lights are the eyes of the Lord which go quickly up and down
through all the earth. 11And Imade answer and said to him,What are these
two olive-trees on the right side of the light-support and on the left? 12And
answering a second time, I said to him, What are these two olive branches,
through whose gold pipes the oil is drained out? 13And he said in answer to
me, Have you no knowledge what these are? And I said, No, my lord. 14And
he said, These are the two sons of oil, whose place is by the Lord of all the
earth.

5
1Then again lifting up my eyes I saw a roll in flight through the air. 2And

he said to me, What do you see? And I said, A roll going through the air;
it is twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide. 3 Then he said to me, This is
the curse which goes out over the face of all the land: for long enough has
every thief gone without punishment, and long enough has every taker of
false oaths gone without punishment. 4And I will send it out, says the Lord
of armies, and it will go into the house of the thief and into the house of him
who takes a false oath by my name: and it will be in his house, causing its
complete destruction,with itswoodwork and its stones. 5And the angelwho
was talking tomewentoutandsaid tome, Letyoureyesbe liftedupnow, and
see the ephahwhich is going out. 6And I said,What is it? And he said, This is
anephahwhich is goingout. Andhesaid further, This is their evil-doing inall
the land. 7And I sawaroundcoverof lead liftedup; andawomanwas seated
in themiddle of the ephah. 8And he said, This is Sin; and pushing her down
into the ephah, he put the weight of lead on the mouth of it. 9And lifting up
my eyes I saw twowomen coming out, and thewindwas in their wings; and
they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they took the ephah, lifting it
up between earth and heaven. 10And I said to the angel who was talking to
me,Where are they taking the ephah? 11Andhe said tome, Tomake a house
for her in the land of Shinar: and they will make a place ready, and put her
there in the place which is hers.

6
1And again lifting up my eyes I saw four war-carriages coming out from

between the two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass.
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2 In the first war-carriage were red horses; and in the second, black horses;
3 And in the third, white horses; and in the fourth, horses of mixed colour.
4 And I made answer and said to the angel who was talking to me, What
are these, my lord? 5And the angel, answering, said to me, These go out to
the four winds of heaven from their place before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The carriage in which are the black horses goes in the direction of the
north country; the white go to the west; and those of mixed colour go in the
direction of the south country. 7 And the red ones go to the east; and they
made request that they might go up and down through the earth: and he
said, Go up and down through the earth. So theywent up and down through
the earth. 8 Then crying out to me, he said, See, those who are going to the
north country have given rest to the spirit of the Lord in the north country.
9And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 10Take the offerings of those
who went away as prisoners, from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, and from
the family of Josiah, the son of Zephaniah, who have come from Babylon;
11 And take silver and gold and make a crown and put it on the head of
Zerubbabel; 12 And say to him, These are the words of the Lord of armies:
See, the man whose name is the Branch, under whom there will be fertile
growth. 13Andhewill be the builder of the Temple of the Lord; and the glory
will behis, andhewill takehisplaceas ruleron the seat ofpower; and Joshua
will be a priest at his right hand, and between them there will be a design of
peace. 14And the crownwill be for grace to Heldai and Tobijah and Jedaiah
and the son of Zephaniah, to keep their memory living in the house of the
Lord. 15And thosewhoare far awaywill comeandbebuilders in the Temple
of the Lord, and it will be clear to you that the Lord of armies has sent me to
you.

7
1And it came about in the fourth year of King Darius, that the word of the

Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth day of the ninth month, the month
Chislev. 2Now they of Beth-el had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech tomake
a request for grace from the Lord, 3And to say to the priests of the house of
the Lord of armies and to the prophets, Am I to go on weeping in the fifth
month, separating myself as I have done in past years? 4 Then the word of
the Lord of armies came to me, saying 5 Say to all the people of the land and
to the priests, When you went without food and gave yourselves to grief in
the fifth and the seventh months for these seventy years, did you ever do it
because ofme? 6Andwhen you are feasting and drinking, are you not doing
it only for yourselves? 7Are not these the words which the Lord said to you
by the earlier prophets, when Jerusalemwas full of people and wealth, and
the towns round about her and the South and the Lowland were peopled?
8And theword of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, 9This iswhat the Lord
of armies has said: Let your judging be upright and done in good faith, let
every man have mercy and pity for his brother: 10 Do not be hard on the
widow, or the child without a father, on the man from a strange country, or
on the poor; let there be no evil thought in your heart against your brother.
11But they would not give attention, turning their backs and stopping their
ears from hearing; 12And they made their hearts like the hardest stone, so
that they might not give ear to the law and the words which the Lord of
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armies had said by the earlier prophets: and there came great wrath from
the Lord of armies. 13And it came about that as they would not give ear to
his voice, so Iwouldnot give ear to their voice, says theLordof armies: 14But
with a storm-wind I sent them in flight among all the nations of whom they
had no knowledge. So the land was waste after them, so that no man went
through or came back: for they hadmade waste the desired land.

8
1And the word of the Lord of armies came to me, saying, 2 These are the

words of the Lord of armies: I am angry about the fate of Zion, I am angry
about her with great wrath. 3 This is what the Lord has said: I have come
back toZion, andwillmakemy living-place in Jerusalem: and Jerusalemwill
be named The town of good faith; and the mountain of the Lord of armies
The holy mountain. 4 This is what the Lord of armies has said: There will
again be old men and old women seated in the open spaces of Jerusalem,
every man with his stick in his hand because he is so old. 5 And the open
spaces of the town will be full of boys and girls playing in its open spaces.
6 This is what the Lord of armies has said: If this is a wonder to the rest of
this people, is it a wonder to me? says the Lord of armies. 7 This is what
the Lord of armies has said: See, I will be the saviour of my people from the
east country, and from the west country; 8And I will make them come and
be living in Jerusalem and they will be to me a people and I will be to them
a God, in good faith and in righteousness. 9 This is what the Lord of armies
has said: Let your hands be strong, you who are now hearing these words
from the mouths of the prophets, that is to say, in the days when the base of
the house of the Lord of armies has been put in place for the building of the
house, that is the Temple. 10For before those days therewas no payment for
a man's work, or for the use of a beast, and there was no peace for himwho
went out or him who came in, because of the attacker: for I had every man
turnedagainst hisneighbour. 11ButnowIwill not be to the rest of this people
as I was in the past, says the Lord of armies. 12For I will let the seed of peace
be planted; the vine will give her fruit and the land will give her increase
and the heavens will give their dew; and I will give to the rest of this people
all these things for their heritage. 13And it will come about that, as youwere
a curse among the nations, O children of Judah and children of Israel, so I
will give you salvation and you will be a blessing: have no fear and let your
hands be strong. 14For this is what the Lord of armies has said: As it wasmy
purpose to do evil to you when your fathers made me angry, says the Lord
of armies, and my purpose was not changed: 15 So in these days it is again
my purpose to do good to Jerusalem and to the children of Judah: have no
fear. 16These are the things which you are to do: Let every man say what is
true to his neighbour; and let your judging give peace in your towns. 17Let
no one have any evil thought in his heart against his neighbour; and have
no love for false oaths: for all these things are hated by me, says the Lord.
18And the word of the Lord of armies came tome, saying, 19This is what the
Lord of armies has said: The times of goingwithout food in the fourthmonth
and in the fifth and the seventh and the tenthmonths, will be for the people
of Judah times of joy and happy meetings; so be lovers of good faith and of
peace. 20 This is what the Lord of armies has said: It will again come about
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thatwhenpeoples and those living in great towns come, 21And the people of
one town go to another and say, Let us certainly go with a request for grace
from the Lord, and to give worship to the Lord of armies, then I will go with
you. 22Andgreat peoples and strongnationswill come to giveworship to the
Lord of armies in Jerusalem and to make requests for grace from the Lord.
23 This is what the Lord of armies has said: In those days, ten men from all
the languages of the nations will put out their hands and take a grip of the
skirt of him who is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for it has come to our
ears that God is with you.

9
1 A word of the Lord: The Lord has come to the land of Hadrach, and

Damascus is his resting-place: for the towns of Aramare the Lord's, 2Aswell
as Hamath, which is by its limit, and Tyre and Zidon, because they are very
wise. 3 And Tyre made for herself a strong place, and got together silver
like dust and the best gold like the earth of the streets. 4 See, the Lord will
take away her heritage, overturning her power in the sea; and she will be
burned up with fire. 5 Ashkelon will see it with fear, and Gaza, bent with
pain; and Ekron, for her hope will be shamed: and the king will be cut off
from Gaza, and Ashkelon will be unpeopled. 6 And a mixed people will be
living in Ashdod, and I will have the pride of the Philistines cut off. 7 And
I will take away his blood from his mouth, and his disgusting things from
between his teeth; and some of his people will be kept for our God: and he
will be as a family in Judah, and Ekron as one living in Jerusalem. 8 And
I will put my forces in position round my house, so that there may be no
coming and going: and no cruelmasterwill again go through them: for now
I have seen his trouble. 9 Be full of joy, O daughter of Zion; give a glad cry,
O daughter of Jerusalem: see, your king comes to you: he is upright and has
overcome; gentle and seated on an ass, on a young ass. 10And he will have
the war-carriage cut off from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and
the bow of war will be cut off: and hewill say words of peace to the nations:
and his rule will be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the
earth. 11And as for you, because of the blood of your agreement, I have sent
out yourprisoners from thedeephole inwhich there is nowater. 12And they
will comeback to you, Odaughter of Zion, as prisoners of hope: today I say to
you that I will give you back twice as much; 13For I have made Judah a bow
bent for my use, I have made Ephraim the arrows of the bow; I will make
your sons, O Zion, take up arms against your sons, O Greece, and will make
you like the sword of a man of war. 14And the Lord will be seen over them,
andhisarrowwill goout like the thunder-flame: and theLordGod, sounding
the war-horn, will go in the storm-winds of the South. 15The Lord of armies
will be a cover for them; and they will overcome, crushing under foot the
armed men; they will take their blood for drink like wine: they will be full
like the sides of the altar. 16And the Lord their God will be their saviour in
that day, giving them food like the flock of his people: for they will be like
the jewels of a crown shining over his land. 17 For how good it is and how
beautiful! grain will make the youngmen strong and newwine the virgins.

10
1Make your request to the Lord for rain in the time of the spring rains,
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even to the Lord who makes the thunder-flames; and he will give them
showers of rain, to every man grass in the field. 2 For the images have said
what is not true, and the readers of signs have seen deceit; they have given
accounts of false dreams, they give comfort to no purpose: so they go out
of the way like sheep, they are troubled because they have no keeper. 3My
wrath is burning against the keepers of theflock, and Iwill sendpunishment
on the he-goats: for the Lord of armies takes care of his flock, the people of
Judah, andwillmake them like the horse of his pride in the fight. 4Fromhim
will come the keystone, from him the nail, from him the bow of war, from
himwill come every ruler; 5Together they will be like men of war, crushing
down theirhaters into the earthof the streets in thefight; theywillmakewar
because theLord iswith them: and thehorsemenwill be shamed. 6AndIwill
make the children of Judah strong, and I will be the saviour of the children
of Joseph, and I will make them come back again, for I have had mercy on
them: they will be as if I had not given them up: for I am the Lord their God
and Iwill give them an answer. 7And Ephraimwill be like aman ofwar, and
their hearts will be glad as with wine; and their children will see it with joy;
their hearts will be glad in the Lord. 8With the sound of the pipe I will get
them together; for I have given the price tomake them free: and theywill be
increased as they were increased. 9 Though I had them planted among the
peoples, they will keep me in mind in far countries: and they will take care
of their children andwill come back. 10And Iwill make them come back out
of the land of Egypt, andwill get them together out of Assyria; and Iwill take
them into the land of Gilead, and it will not bewide enough for them. 11And
theywill go through the sea of Egypt, and all the deepwaters of the Nile will
become dry: and the pride of Assyria will be made low, and the power of
Egypt will be taken away. 12And their strengthwill be in the Lord; and their
pride will be in his name, says the Lord.

11
1 Let your doors be open, O Lebanon, so that fire may be burning among

your cedars. 2Give a cry of grief, O fir-tree, for the fall of the cedar, because
the great ones have beenmade low: give cries of grief, O you oaks of Bashan,
for the strong treesof thewoodhave comedown. 3The soundof the cryingof
the keepers of the flock! for their glory is madewaste: the sound of the loud
cryingof theyoung lions! for theprideof Jordan ismadewaste. 4This iswhat
theLordmyGodhas said: Takecareof theflockofdeath; 5Whoseownersput
them to death and have no sense of sin; and those who get a price for them
say, May the Lord be praised for I havemuchwealth: and the keepers of the
flock have no pity for them. 6 For I will have no more pity for the people
of the land, says the Lord; but I will give up everyone into his neighbour's
hand and into the hand of his king: and they will make the land waste, and
I will not keep them safe from their hands. 7 So I took care of the flock of
death, for those who made profit out of the flock; and I took for myself two
rods, naming oneBeautiful, and the other Bands; and I took care of theflock.
8And in onemonth I put an end to the three keepers of the flock; formy soul
was tired of them, and their soulswere disgustedwithme. 9And I said, I will
not take care of you: If death comes to any, let death be its fate; if any is cut
off, let it be cut off; and let the rest take one another's flesh for food. 10And I
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tookmy rod Beautiful, cutting it in two, so that the Lord's agreement, which
he hadmade with all the peoples, might be broken. 11And it was broken on
that day: and the sheep-traders, who were watching me, were certain that
it was the word of the Lord. 12 And I said to them, If it seems good to you,
givememy payment; and if not, do not give it. So they gavememy payment
by weight, thirty shekels of silver. 13And the Lord said to me, Put it into the
store-house, the price at which I was valued by them. And I took the thirty
shekels of silver and put them into the store-house in the house of the Lord.
14 Then I took my other rod, the one named Bands, cutting it in two, so that
the relation of brothers between Judah and Israel might be broken. 15And
the Lord said tome, Take again the instruments of a foolish keeper of sheep.
16For see, I will put a sheep-keeper over the land, who will have no care for
thatwhich is cut off, andwill not go in search of thewanderers, ormakewell
what is broken, and he will not give food to that which is ill, but he will take
for his food the flesh of the fat, and let their feet be broken. 17A curse on the
foolish keeper who goes away from the flock! the sword will be on his arm
and on his right eye: his armwill become quite dry and his eyewill bemade
completely dark.

12
1 The word of the Lord about Israel. The Lord by whom the heavens are

stretched out and the bases of the earth put in place, and the spirit of man
formed inside him, has said: 2 See, I will make Jerusalem a cup of shaking
fear to all the peoples round about, when Jerusalem is shut in. 3And it will
come about in that day that Iwillmake Jerusalema stone of greatweight for
all the peoples; all those who take it up will be badly wounded; and all the
nations of the earthwill come together against it. 4 In that day, says the Lord,
I will put fear into every horse and make every horseman go off his head:
andmyeyeswill be openon the people of Judah, and Iwillmake everyhorse
of the peoples blind. 5And the families of Judah will say in their hearts, The
people of Jerusalemhave their strength in the Lord of armies, their God. 6 In
that day Iwillmake the families of Judah likeapotwithfire in it among trees,
and like aflaming stick among cut grain; theywill senddestructiononall the
peoples round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem will
be living again in theplacewhich is hers, that is, in Jerusalem. 7And theLord
will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the family of
David and the glory of the people of Jerusalemmay not be greater than that
of Judah. 8 In that day the Lord will be a cover over the people of Jerusalem;
and he who is feeble among them in that day will be as strong as David, and
the family of David will be as God, as the angel of the Lord before them.
9And it will come about on that day that I will take in hand the destruction
of all the nations who come against Jerusalem. 10And I will send down on
the family of David and on the people of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and
of prayer; and their eyes will be turned to the one who was wounded by
their hands: and they will be weeping for him as for an only son, and their
grief for himwill be bitter, like the grief of one sorrowing for his oldest son.
11 In that day there will be a great weeping in Jerusalem, like the weeping of
Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12 And the land will give itself
to weeping, every family separately; the family of David by themselves,
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and their wives by themselves; the family of Nathan by themselves, and
their wives by themselves; 13 The family of Levi by themselves, and their
wives by themselves; the family of Shimei by themselves, and their wives
by themselves; 14And all the other families by themselves, and their wives
by themselves.

13
1 In that day therewill be a fountain open to the family of David and to the

people of Jerusalem, for sin and for that which is unclean. 2And it will come
about on that day, says the Lord of armies, that I will have the names of the
images cut off out of the land, and there will be no more memory of them:
and I will send all the prophets and the unclean spirit away from the land.
3And if anyone goes on acting as a prophet, then his father and his mother
whogavehim lifewill say tohim, Youmaynot goon living, for youare saying
what is false in the name of the Lord; and his father and his mother will put
a sword through him when he does so. 4And it will come about in that day
that the prophets will be shamed, everyman on account of his vision, when
he is talking as aprophet; and theywill not put ona robe of hair for purposes
of deceit: 5 But he will say, I am no prophet, but a worker on the land; for I
havebeenanownerof land fromthe timewhen Iwasyoung. 6And if anyone
says to him, What are these wounds between your hands? then he will say,
Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. 7 Awake! O
sword, against the keeper of my flock, and against himwho is withme, says
the Lord of armies: put to death the keeper of the sheep, and the sheep will
go in flight: and my hand will be turned against the little ones. 8And it will
come about that in all the land, says the Lord, two parts of it will be cut off
and come to an end; but the third will be still living there. 9And I will make
the third part go through the fire, cleaning them as silver ismade clean, and
testing them as gold is tested: and they will make their prayer to me and I
will give them an answer: I will say, It is my people; and they will say, The
Lord is my God.

14
1 See, a day of the Lord is coming when they will make division of your

goods taken by force before your eyes. 2For Iwill get all the nations together
to make war against Jerusalem; and the town will be overcome, and the
goods taken from the houses, and the women taken by force: and half the
town will go away as prisoners, and the rest of the people will not be cut
off from the town. 3 Then the Lord will go out and make war against those
nations, as he did in the day of the fight. 4And in that day his feet will be on
theMount of Olives, which is opposite Jerusalem on the east, and theMount
of Olives will be parted in the middle to the east and to the west, forming
a very great valley; and half the mountain will be moved to the north and
half of it to the south. 5And the valley will be stopped ... and you will go in
flight as you went in flight from the earth-shock in the days of Uzziah, king
of Judah: and the Lord my God will come, and all his holy ones with him.
6And in that day therewill be noheat or cold or ice; 7And itwill be unbroken
day, such as the Lord has knowledge of, without change of day and night,
and even at nightfall it will be light. 8And on that day living waters will go
out from Jerusalem; half of them flowing to the sea on the east and half to



Zechariah 14:9 955 Zechariah 14:21

the sea on the west: in summer and in winter it will be so. 9 And the Lord
will be King over all the earth: in that day there will be one Lord and his
name one. 10 And all the land will become like the Arabah, from Geba to
Rimmon south of Jerusalem; and she will be lifted up and be living in her
place; from the doorway of Benjamin to the place of the first doorway, to
the doorway of the angle, and from the tower of Hananel to the king's wine-
crushing places, men will be living in her. 11 And there will be no more
curse; but Jerusalem will be living without fear of danger. 12 And this will
be the disease which the Lord will send on all the peoples which have been
warring against Jerusalem: their flesh will be wasted away while they are
on their feet, their eyes will be wasted in their heads and their tongues in
theirmouths. 13And itwill be on that day that a great fearwill be sent among
them from theLord; and everyonewill take his neighbour's hand, and every
man's hand will be lifted against his neighbour's. 14And even Judah will be
fighting against Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the nations round about
will be massed together, a great store of gold and silver and clothing. 15And
the horses and the transport beasts, the camels and the asses and all the
beasts in those tentswill be attacked by the same disease. 16And itwill come
about that everyonewho is still living, of all those nationswho came against
Jerusalem, will go up from year to year to giveworship to the King, the Lord
of armies, and to keep the feast of tents. 17And it will be that if any one of all
the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to give worship to the
King, the Lord of armies, on them there will be no rain. 18And if the family
of Egypt does not go up or come there, they will be attacked by the disease
which the Lord will send on the nations: 19 This will be the punishment of
Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to keep the
feast of tents. 20 On that day all the bells of the horses will be holy to the
Lord, and the pots in the Lord's housewill be like the basins before the altar.
21Andevery pot in Jerusalemand in Judahwill be holy to theLord of armies:
and all those who make offerings will come and take them for boiling their
offerings: in that day there will be no more traders in the house of the Lord
of armies.
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The Book of
Malachi

1The word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2You have been loved by me,
says theLord. But you say,Wherewas your love for us? Wasnot Esau Jacob's
brother? says the Lord: but Jacob was loved by me, 3And Esau was hated,
and I sent destruction on his mountains, and gave his heritage to the beasts
of the waste land. 4 Though Edom says, We are crushed down but we will
come back, building up thewaste places; this is what the Lord of armies has
said: Theymay put up buildings, but Iwill have thempulled down; and they
will benamedThe landof evil-doing, andThepeople againstwhom theLord
keeps his wrath for ever. 5 And your eyes will see it; and you will say, The
Lord is great even outside the limits of Israel. 6 A son gives honour to his
father, and a servant has fear of his master: if then I am a father, where is
my honour? and if I am a master, where is the fear of me? says the Lord of
armies to you, O priests, who give no value to my name. And you say, How
havewe not given value to your name? 7You put unclean bread onmy altar.
And you say, Howhavewemade it unclean? By your saying, The table of the
Lord is of no value. 8Andwhen you givewhat is blind for an offering, it is no
evil! and when you give what is damaged and ill, it is no evil! Give it now to
your ruler; will he be pleased with you, or will you have his approval? says
the Lord of armies. 9And now, make request for the grace of God so that he
mayhavemercy onus: this has been your doing: will he give his approval to
any of you? says the Lord of armies. 10 If only therewas one among youwho
wouldsee that thedoorswere shut, so thatyoumightnotputa light to thefire
on my altar for nothing! I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of armies,
and Iwill not take an offering fromyour hands. 11For, from the comingupof
the sun till its goingdown,myname is great among theGentiles; and inevery
place the smell of burning flesh is offered to my name, and a clean offering:
formy name is great among the Gentiles, says the Lord of armies. 12But you
make it unholy by saying, The Lord's table has becomeunclean, andhis food
is of novalue. 13Andyou say, See,what aweariness it is! andyou let out your
breath at it, says the Lord of armies; and you have given what has been cut
about by beasts, and what is damaged in its feet and ill; this is the offering
you give: will this be pleasing to me from your hands? says the Lord. 14A
curse on the false man who has a male in his flock, and takes his oath, and
gives to the Lord a damaged thing: for I am a great King, says the Lord of
armies, andmy name is to be feared among the Gentiles.

2
1Andnow, O you priests, this order is for you. 2 If youwill not give ear and

take it to heart, to give glory tomy name, says the Lord of armies, then I will
send the curse on you andwill put a curse on your blessing: truly, even now
I have put a curse on it, because you do not take it to heart. 3 See, I will have
your arm cut off, andwill putwaste on your faces, even thewaste fromyour
feasts; and you will be taken away with it. 4 And you will be certain that
I have sent this order to you, so that it might be my agreement with Levi,
says the Lord of armies. 5My agreement with him was on my side life and
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peace, and I gave them to him; on his side fear, and he had fear of me and
gave honour tomy name. 6True teaching was in his mouth, and no evil was
seenonhis lips: hewaswalkingwithme inpeaceandrighteousness, turning
numbers of people away from evil-doing. 7For it is right for the priest's lips
to keep knowledge, and for men to be waiting for the law from his mouth:
for he is the servant sent from the Lord of armies. 8But you are turned out
of the way; you have made the law hard for numbers of people; you have
made the agreement of Levi of no value, says the Lord of armies. 9And so I
have taken away your honour andmade you low before all the people, even
as you have not keptmyways, and have given no thought tome in using the
law. 10Have we not all one father? has not one God made us? why are we,
everyoneofus, acting falsely tohis brother, putting shameon theagreement
of our fathers? 11 Judah has been acting falsely, and a disgusting thing has
been done in Jerusalem; for Judah has made unclean the holy place of the
Lordwhich is dear tohim, andhas takenashiswife thedaughter of a strange
god. 12The Lordwill have themanwho does this cut off root and branch out
of the tents of Jacob, and him who makes an offering to the Lord of armies.
13 And this again you do: covering the altar of the Lord with weeping and
with grief, so that he gives nomore thought to the offering, anddoes not take
it with pleasure from your hand. 14But you say, For what reason? Because
the Lord has been awitness between you and thewife of your early years, to
whomyouhavebeenuntrue, thoughshe isyour friendand thewife towhom
you have given yourword. 15 ... So give thought to your spirit, and let no one
be false to the wife of his early years. 16For I am against the putting away of
a wife, says the Lord, the God of Israel, and against himwho is clothed with
violent acts, says the Lord of armies: so give thought to your spirit and do
not be false in your acts. 17You have made the Lord tired with your words.
And still you say, How have we made him tired? By your saying, Everyone
who does evil is good in the eyes of the Lord, and he has delight in them; or,
Where is God the judge?

3
1See, I am sendingmy servant, andhewillmake ready thewaybeforeme;

and the Lord, whom you are looking for, will suddenly come to his Temple;
and the angel of the agreement, inwhomyouhave delight, see, he is coming,
says the Lord of armies. 2But by whommay the day of his coming be faced?
andwhomay keep his placewhen he is seen? for he is like themetal-tester's
fire and the cleaner's soap. 3He will take his seat, testing and cleaning the
sonsofLevi, burningaway theevil fromthemas fromgoldand silver; so that
theymaymake offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of
Judah and Jerusalemwill be pleasing to the Lord, as in days gone by, and as
in past years. 5And I will come near to you for judging; I will quickly be a
witness against the wonder-workers, against those who have been untrue
in married life, against those who take false oaths; against those who keep
back from the servant his payment, andwho are hard on thewidow and the
child without a father, who do not give his rights to the man from a strange
country, and have no fear ofme, says the Lord of armies. 6For I am the Lord,
I am unchanged; and so you, O sons of Jacob, have not been cut off. 7 From
the days of your fathers youhave been turned away frommy rules andhave



Malachi 3:8 958 Malachi 4:6

not kept them. Comeback tome, and Iwill comeback to you, says theLordof
armies. But you say, How arewe to come back? 8Will aman keep back from
God what is right? But you have kept back what is mine. But you say, What
have we kept back from you? Tenths and offerings. 9 You are cursed with
a curse; for you have kept back from me what is mine, even all this nation.
10Let your tenths come into the store-house so that theremay be food inmy
house, and putme to the test by doing so, says the Lord of armies, and see if I
do notmake thewindows of heaven open and send down such a blessing on
you that there is no room for it. 11And on your account I will keep back the
locusts from wasting the fruits of your land; and the fruit of your vine will
not be dropped on the field before its time, says the Lord of armies 12 And
you will be named happy by all nations: for you will be a land of delight,
says the Lord of armies. 13Yourwords have been strong againstme, says the
Lord. And still you say,What havewe said against you? 14Youhave said, It is
no use worshipping God: what profit have we had from keeping his orders,
and going in clothing of sorrow before the Lord of armies? 15 And now to
us the men of pride seem happy; yes, the evil-doers are doing well; they put
God to the test and are safe. 16Then those in whomwas the fear of the Lord
had talk together: and the Lord gave ear, and it was recorded in a book to
be kept inmind before him, for those who had the fear of the Lord and gave
thought to his name. 17And theywill bemine, says the Lord, in the daywhen
I make them my special property; and I will have mercy on them as a man
has mercy on his son who is his servant. 18Then you will again see how the
upright man is different from the sinner, and the servant of God from him
who is not.

4
1For see, the day is coming, it is burning like an oven; all themen of pride

and allwhodo evilwill be dry stems of grass: and in the daywhich is coming
they will be burned up, says the Lord of armies, till they have not a root or a
branch. 2But to youwho giveworship tomy name, the sun of righteousness
will come up with new life in its wings; and you will go out, playing like
young oxen full of food. 3And the evil-doerswill be crushed under you, they
will be dust under your feet, in the day when I domywork, says the Lord of
armies. 4 Keep in mind the law of Moses, my servant, which I gave him in
Horeb for all Israel, even the rules and the decisions. 5See, I am sending you
Elijah the prophet before the day of the Lord comes, that great day, greatly to
be feared. 6And by him the hearts of fatherswill be turned to their children,
and the hearts of children to their fathers; for fear that I may come and put
the earth under a curse.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the generations of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. 2 The son of Abraham was Isaac; and the son of Isaac was Jacob;
and the sons of Jacob were Judah and his brothers; 3And the sons of Judah
were Perez and Zerah by Tamar; and the son of Perez was Hezron; and the
son of Hezronwas Ram; 4And the son of Ramwas Amminadab; and the son
ofAmminadabwasNahshon; and the sonofNahshonwas Salmon; 5And the
son of Salmon by Rahab was Boaz; and the son of Boaz by Ruth was Obed;
and the son of Obedwas Jesse; 6And the son of Jessewas David the king; and
the son of David was Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah; 7And
the son of Solomon was Rehoboam; and the son of Rehoboam was Abijah;
and the son of Abijah was Asa; 8 And the son of Asa was Jehoshaphat; and
the son of Jehoshaphat was Joram; and the son of Joram was Uzziah; 9And
the sonofUzziahwas Jotham; and the sonof JothamwasAhaz; and the sonof
Ahaz was Hezekiah; 10And the son of Hezekiah was Manasseh; and the son
of Manasseh was Amon; and the son of Amon was Josiah; 11 And the sons
of Josiah were Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the taking away
to Babylon. 12 And after the taking away to Babylon, Jechoniah had a son
Shealtiel; and Shealtiel had Zerubbabel; 13And Zerubbabel had Abiud; and
AbiudhadEliakim; andEliakimhadAzor; 14AndAzorhadZadok; andZadok
had Achim; and Achim had Eliud; 15 And Eliud had Eleazar; and Eleazar
had Matthan; and Matthan had Jacob; 16 And the son of Jacob was Joseph
the husband of Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, whose name is Christ. 17 So
all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and
from David to the taking away to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from
the taking away to Babylon to the coming of Christ, fourteen generations.
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was in this way: when his mother Mary was
going to be married to Joseph, before they came together the discovery was
made that shewaswith child by theHoly Spirit. 19And Joseph, her husband,
being an uprightman, and not desiring tomake her a public example, had a
mind to put her away privately. 20But when he was giving thought to these
things, an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of
David, have no fear of taking Mary as your wife; because that which is in
her body is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will give birth to a son; and you
will give him the name Jesus; for hewill give his people salvation from their
sins. 22Now all this took place so that the word of the Lord by the prophet
might come true, 23 See, the virgin will be with child, and will give birth to a
son, and they will give him the name Immanuel, that is, God with us. 24And
Joseph did as the angel of the Lord had said to him, and took her as his wife;
25Andhe hadno connectionwith her till she had given birth to a son; and he
gave him the name Jesus.

2
1Now when the birth of Jesus took place in Beth-lehem of Judaea, in the

days of Herod the king, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
2Saying,Where is the King of the Jewswhose birth has now taken place? We
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have seenhis star in theeast andhavecome togivehimworship. 3Andwhen
it came to the ears of Herod the king, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. 4Andhe got together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
questioning them as to where the birth-place of the Christ would be. 5And
they said to him, In Beth-lehem of Judaea; for so it is said in the writings of
the prophet, 6You Beth-lehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among
the chiefs of Judah: out of you will come a ruler, who will be the keeper of
my people Israel. 7 Then Herod sent for the wise men privately, and put
questions to them about what time the star had been seen. 8 And he sent
them to Beth-lehem and said, Go and make certain where the young child
is; and when you have seen him, let me have news of it, so that I may come
and give himworship. 9And after hearing the king, they went on their way;
and the star which they saw in the east went before them, till it came to rest
over the place where the young child was. 10 And when they saw the star
they were full of joy. 11 And they came into the house, and saw the young
child with Mary, his mother; and falling down on their faces they gave him
worship; and from their store they gave him offerings of gold, perfume, and
spices. 12And itwasmade clear to thembyGod inadreamthat theywerenot
to go back to Herod; so they went into their country by another way. 13And
when they had gone, an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream, saying,
Get upand take theyoung child andhismother, andgo intoEgypt, anddonot
go from there till I give youword; for Herod will be searching for the young
child to put him to death. 14 So he took the young child and his mother by
night, and went into Egypt; 15And was there till the death of Herod; so that
thewordof theLord through theprophetmight come true,OutofEgypthave
I sent for my son. 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by
thewisemen, was very angry; and he sent out, and put to death all themale
children in Beth-lehem and in all the parts round about it, from two years
old and under, acting on the knowledge which he had got with care from
the wise men. 17 Then the word of Jeremiah the prophet came true, 18 In
Ramah there was a sound of weeping and great sorrow, Rachel weeping for
her children, and she would not be comforted for their loss. 19 But when
Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord came in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
20 Saying, Get up and take the young child and his mother, and go into the
land of Israel: because they who were attempting to take the young child's
life are dead. 21And he got up, and took the young child and hismother, and
came into the land of Israel. 22 But when it came to his ears that Archelaus
was ruling over Judaea in the place of his father Herod, he was in fear of
going there; and God having given him news of the danger in a dream, he
went out of the way into the country parts of Galilee. 23 And he came and
was living ina townnamedNazareth: so that thewordof theprophetsmight
come true, He will be named a Nazarene.

3
1And in those days John the Baptist came preaching in the waste land of

Judaea, 2 Saying, Let your hearts be turned from sin; for the kingdom of
heaven is near. 3 For this is he of whom Isaiah the prophet said, The voice
of one crying in the waste land, Make ready the way of the Lord, make his
roads straight. 4Now John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather band
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about him; and his food was locusts and honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all
Judaeawent out tohim, andall thepeople fromnear Jordan; 6And theywere
given baptism by him in the river Jordan, saying openly that they had done
wrong. 7Butwhen he saw anumber of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming
to his baptism, he said to them, Offspring of snakes, at whose word are you
going in flight from thewrath to come? 8Let your change of heart be seen in
your works: 9And say not to yourselves, We have Abraham for our father;
because I say to you that God is able from these stones to make children for
Abraham. 10And even now the axe is put to the root of the trees; every tree
thenwhichdoesnot givegood fruit is cutdown, andput into thefire. 11Truly,
I give baptism with water to those of you whose hearts are changed; but he
who comes after me is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough to
take up: he will give you baptism with the Holy Spirit and with fire: 12 In
whose hand is the instrument with which he will make clean his grain; he
will put the good grain in his store, but the waste will be burned up in the
fire which will never be put out. 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at
the Jordan, to be given baptism by him. 14 But John would have kept him
back, saying, It is I who have need of baptism from you, and do you come to
me? 15But Jesus made answer, saying to him, Let it be so now: because so it
is right for us to make righteousness complete. Then he gave him baptism.
16 And Jesus, having been given baptism, straight away went up from the
water; and, the heavens opening, he saw the Spirit of God coming down on
him as a dove; 17And a voice came out of heaven, saying, This is my dearly
loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased.

4
1 Then Jesus was sent by the Spirit into the waste land to be tested by the

Evil One. 2And after going without food for forty days and forty nights, he
was in need of it. 3 And the Evil One came and said to him, If you are the
Son of God, give the word for these stones to become bread. 4But he made
answer and said, It is in theWritings, Bread is notman's onlyneed, but every
word which comes out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the Evil One took him
to the holy town; and he put him on the highest point of the Temple and
said to him, 6 If you are the Son of God, let yourself go down; for it is in the
Writings, Hewill give his angels care over you; and, In their hands they will
keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a stone. 7 Jesus
said to him, Again it is in the Writings, You may not put the Lord your God
to the test. 8Again, the Evil One took him up to a very high mountain, and
let him see all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them; 9 And he
said to him, All these things will I give you, if you will go down on your face
and give me worship. 10 Then said Jesus to him, Away, Satan: for it is in the
Writings, Giveworship to the Lord yourGod andbehis servant only. 11Then
the Evil One went away from him, and angels came and took care of him.
12Now when it came to his ears that John had been put in prison, he went
away to Galilee; 13 And going away from Nazareth, he came and made his
living-place in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the country of Zebulun
and Naphtali: 14 So that the word of the prophet Isaiah might come true,
15 The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, the
other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 16 The people who were in the
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dark saw a great light, and to those in the land of the shade of death did the
dawncomeup. 17Fromthat time Jesuswent aboutpreachingand saying, Let
your hearts be turned from sin, for the kingdom of heaven is near. 18 And
when he was walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon,
whose other name was Peter, and Andrew, his brother, who were putting
a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, Come
after me, and I will make you fishers of men. 20And straight away they let
go the nets andwent after him. 21And going on from there he saw two other
brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother, in the boat with
their father, stitching up their nets; and he said, Come. 22 And they went
straight from the boat and their father and came after him. 23 And Jesus
went about in all Galilee, teaching in their Synagogues and preaching the
good news of the kingdom, and making well those who were ill with any
disease among the people. 24 And news of him went out through all Syria;
and they took to himallwhowere illwith different diseases andpains, those
having evil spirits and thosewhowere off their heads, and thosewhohadno
power ofmoving. Andhemade themwell. 25And therewent after himgreat
numbers fromGalileeandDecapolis and Jerusalemand Judaeaand fromthe
other side of Jordan.

5
1 And seeing great masses of people he went up into the mountain; and

when he was seated his disciples came to him. 2 And with these words he
gave themteaching, saying, 3Happyare thepoor in spirit: for thekingdomof
heaven is theirs. 4Happy are those who are sad: for they will be comforted.
5Happy are the gentle: for the earthwill be their heritage. 6Happy are those
whose heart's desire is for righteousness: for they will have their desire.
7Happy are those who have mercy: for they will be given mercy. 8Happy
are the clean in heart: for they will see God. 9Happy are the peacemakers:
for they will be named sons of God. 10Happy are those who are attacked on
account of righteousness: for the kingdomof heavenwill be theirs. 11Happy
are you when men give you a bad name, and are cruel to you, and say all
evil things against you falsely, because of me. 12 Be glad and full of joy; for
great is your reward in heaven: for sowere the prophets attackedwhowere
before you. 13You are the salt of the earth; but if its taste goes from the salt,
howwill youmake it salt again? it is then good for nothing but to be put out
and crushed under foot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A town
put on a hill may be seen by all. 15 And a burning light is not put under a
vessel, but on its table; so that its rays may be shining on all who are in the
house. 16Even so let your light be shining before men, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17Let there be no
thought that I have come to put an end to the law or the prophets. I have
not come for destruction, but to make complete. 18 Truly I say to you, Till
heaven and earth come to an end, not the smallest letter or part of a letter
will in any way be taken from the law, till all things are done. 19Whoever
then goes against the smallest of these laws, teaching men to do the same,
will be named least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who keeps the laws,
teaching others to keep them,will be named great in the kingdomof heaven.
20For I say to you, If your righteousness is not greater than the righteousness
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of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never go into the kingdom of heaven.
21Youhaveknowledge that itwas said in old times, Youmaynot put to death;
and, Whoever puts to death will be in danger of being judged: 22But I say to
you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be in danger of being
judged; and he who says to his brother, Raca, will be in danger from the
Sanhedrin; and whoever says, You foolish one, will be in danger of the hell
of fire. 23 If then you are making an offering at the altar and there it comes
to your mind that your brother has something against you, 24 While your
offering is still before the altar, first go and make peace with your brother,
then come and make your offering. 25 Come to an agreement quickly with
himwho has a cause against you at law, while you are with him on the way,
for fear that he may give you up to the judge and the judge may give you to
the police and youmay be put into prison. 26Truly I say to you, You will not
come out from there till you have made payment of the very last farthing.
27 You have knowledge that it was said, You may not have connection with
anotherman's wife: 28But I say to you that everyone whose eyes are turned
on a woman with desire has had connection with her in his heart. 29And if
your right eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out and put it away from
you; because it is better toundergo the loss of onepart, than for all yourbody
to go into hell. 30And if your right hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be
cut off and put it away from you; because it is better to undergo the loss of
one part, than for all your body to go into hell. 31Again, it was said,Whoever
puts away his wife has to give her a statement in writing for this purpose:
32But I say to you that everyone who puts away his wife for any other cause
but the loss of her virtue,makesher false toherhusband; andwhoever takes
her as his wife after she is put away, is no true husband to her. 33Again, you
have knowledge that itwas said in old times, Donot take false oaths, but give
effect to your oaths to the Lord: 34But I say to you, Takeno oaths at all: not by
the heaven, because it is the seat of God; 35Or by the earth, because it is the
resting-place for his foot; or by Jerusalem, because it is the town of the great
King. 36Youmay not take an oath by your head, because you are not able to
make onehairwhite or black. 37But let yourwords be simply, Yes orNo: and
whatever is more than these is of the Evil One. 38 You have knowledge that
it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39But I say to you, Do
not make use of force against an evil man; but to him who gives you a blow
on the right side of your face let the left be turned. 40And if any man goes
to lawwith you and takes away your coat, do not keep back your robe from
him. 41Andwhoevermakes you go onemile, gowith him two. 42Give to him
who comeswith a request, and keepnot your property fromhimwhowould
for a time make use of it. 43You have knowledge that it was said, Have love
for your neighbour, and hate for himwho is against you: 44But I say to you,
Have love for thosewho are against you, andmake prayer for thosewho are
cruel to you; 45So that youmay be the sons of your Father in heaven; for his
sun gives light to the evil and to the good, and he sends rain on the upright
man and on the sinner. 46 For if you have love for those who have love for
you, what credit is it to you? do not the tax-farmers the same? 47And if you
say, Good day, to your brothers only, what do you do more than others? do
not even the Gentiles the same? 48Be then complete in righteousness, even
as your Father in heaven is complete.
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6
1Take care not to do your good works before men, to be seen by them; or

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2When then you give
money to the poor, do notmake a noise about it, as the false-heartedmen do
in the Synagogues and in the streets, so that theymay have glory frommen.
Truly, I say to you, They have their reward. 3But when you give money, let
not your left hand see what your right hand does: 4 So that your giving may
be in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your reward.
5And when you make your prayers, be not like the false-hearted men, who
takepleasure in gettingupand saying their prayers in the Synagogues andat
the street turnings so that theymay be seen bymen. Truly I say to you, They
have their reward. 6 But when you make your prayer, go into your private
room, and, shutting the door, say a prayer to your Father in secret, and your
Father,who sees in secret,will give youyour reward. 7And inyourprayerdo
notmake use of the samewords again and again, as the Gentiles do: for they
have the idea that God will give attention to them because of the number of
their words. 8 So be not like them; because your Father has knowledge of
your needs even before you make your requests to him. 9 Let this then be
your prayer: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. 10Let your
kingdom come. Let your pleasure be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 11Give
us this day bread for our needs. 12Andmake us free of our debts, aswe have
made those free who are in debt to us. 13 And let us not be put to the test,
but keep us safe from the Evil One. 14For if you letmen have forgiveness for
their sins, youwill have forgiveness fromyourFather inheaven. 15But if you
do not let men have forgiveness for their sins, youwill not have forgiveness
fromyour Father for your sins. 16Andwhen you gowithout food, be not sad-
faced as the false-hearted are. For they go about with changed looks, so that
menmay see that they are going without food. Truly I say to you, They have
their reward. 17 But when you go without food, put oil on your head and
make your face clean; 18 So that no one may see that you are going without
food, but your Father in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will give
you your reward. 19Make no store of wealth for yourselves on earth, where
itmaybe turned todustbywormsandweather, andwhere thievesmaycome
in by force and take it away. 20 But make a store for yourselves in heaven,
where it will not be turned to dust andwhere thieves do not come in to take
it away: 21For where your wealth is, there will your heart be. 22The light of
the body is the eye; if then your eye is true, all your bodywill be full of light.
23But if your eye is evil, all your body will be dark. If then the light which is
in you is dark, how dark it will be! 24No man is able to be a servant to two
masters: for he will have hate for the one and love for the other, or he will
keep to one and have no respect for the other. You may not be servants of
God and of wealth. 25 So I say to you, Take no thought for your life, about
food or drink, or about clothing for your body. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than its clothing? 26 See the birds of heaven; they do not
put seeds in the earth, they do not get in grain, or put it in store-houses; and
your Father in heaven gives them food. Are you not of much more value
than they? 27And which of you by taking thought is able to make himself a
cubit taller? 28Andwhy are you troubled about clothing? See the flowers of
the field, how they come up; they do no work, they make no thread: 29 But
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I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. 30But if God gives such clothing to the grass of the field, which is here
today and tomorrow is put into the oven, will he not much more give you
clothing, O you of little faith? 31Then do not be full of care, saying,What are
we to have for food or drink? or, With what may we be clothed? 32Because
the Gentiles go in search of all these things: for your Father in heaven has
knowledge that you have need of all these things: 33 But let your first care
be for his kingdom and his righteousness; and all these other things will be
given to you in addition. 34Then have no care for tomorrow: tomorrowwill
take care of itself. Take the trouble of the day as it comes.

7
1Benot judges of others, andyouwill not be judged. 2For as youhavebeen

judging, so you will be judged, and with your measure will it be measured
to you. 3Andwhy do you take note of the grain of dust in your brother's eye,
but take no note of the bit of wood which is in your eye? 4Or how will you
say to your brother, Let me take out the grain of dust from your eye, when
you yourself have a bit of wood in your eye? 5 You false one, first take out
the bit of wood from your eye, then will you see clearly to take out the grain
of dust from your brother's eye. 6Do not give that which is holy to the dogs,
or put your jewels before pigs, for fear that they will be crushed under foot
by the pigs whose attack will then be made against you. 7Make a request,
and it will be answered; what you are searching for you will get; give the
sign, and the door will be open to you: 8Because to everyone who makes a
request, it will be given; and he who is searching will get his desire, and to
him who gives the sign, the door will be open. 9Or which of you, if his son
makes a request for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if hemakes a request
for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, being evil, are able to give
good things to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give good things to those who make requests to him? 12 All those things,
then, which youwould havemendo to you, even so do you to them: because
this is the law and the prophets. 13 Go in by the narrow door; for wide is
the door and open is the way which goes to destruction, and great numbers
go in by it. 14 For narrow is the door and hard the road to life, and only a
small number make discovery of it. 15 Be on the watch for false prophets,
who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inside they are cruel wolves. 16By
their fruits you will get knowledge of them. Do men get grapes from thorns
or figs from thistles? 17Even so, every good tree gives good fruit; but the bad
tree gives evil fruit. 18 It is not possible for a good tree to give bad fruit, and a
bad treewill not give good fruit. 19Every treewhich does not give good fruit
is cut down and put in the fire. 20So by their fruits youwill get knowledge of
them. 21Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will go into the kingdom
of heaven; but he who does the pleasure of my Father in heaven. 22A great
numberwill say tome on that day, Lord, Lord, werewe not prophets in your
name, and did we not by your name send out evil spirits, and by your name
doworks of power? 23And thenwill I say to them, I never had knowledge of
you: go fromme, youworkers of evil. 24Everyone, then, to whommywords
come and who does them, will be like a wise man who made his house on
a rock; 25And the rain came down and there was a rush of waters and the
windswere driving against that house, but it was notmoved; because it was
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based on the rock. 26And everyone to whommywords come and who does
them not, will be like a foolishmanwhomade his house on sand; 27And the
rain came down and there was a rush of waters and thewindswere driving
against that house; and it came down and great was its fall. 28And it came
about, when Jesus had come to the end of these words, that the people were
surprised at his teaching, 29 for hewas teaching as one having authority, and
not as their scribes.

8
1 And when he had come down from the mountain, great numbers of

people came after him. 2 And a leper came and gave him worship, saying,
Lord, if it is your pleasure, you have power to make me clean. 3And he put
his hand on him, saying, It is my pleasure; be clean. And straight away he
wasmade clean. 4And Jesus said to him, See that you say nothing about this
to anyone; but go and let the priest see you andmake the offeringwhichwas
ordered by Moses, for a witness to them. 5 And when Jesus was come into
Capernaum, a certain captain came to himwith a request, 6Saying, Lord,my
servant is ill in bedat thehouse,withnopower inhis body, and in great pain.
7 And he said to him, I will come and make him well. 8 And the captain in
answer said, Lord, I amnot good enough for you to comeundermy roof; but
only say the word, andmy servant will be made well. 9Because I myself am
aman under authority, having underme fightingmen; and I say to this one,
Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and tomy servant, Do
this, andhedoes it. 10Andwhen thesewords came to the ears of Jesushewas
surprised, and said to thosewhocameafterhim, Truly I say toyou, I havenot
seen such great faith, no, not in Israel. 11And I say to you that numbers will
come from the east and thewest, andwill take their seatswithAbrahamand
Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven: 12 But the sons of the kingdom
will be put out into the dark, and there will be weeping and cries of pain.
13And Jesus said to the captain, Go in peace; as your faith is, so let it be done
to you. And the servant was made well in that hour. 14And when Jesus had
come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother in bed, very ill. 15And he
put his hand on hers and the diseasewent fromher, and she got up and took
care of his needs. 16And in the evening, they took to him anumber of people
who had evil spirits; and he sent the spirits out of them with a word, and
made well all who were ill; 17 So that the word of Isaiah the prophet might
come true: He himself took our pains and our diseases. 18Now when Jesus
saw a great mass of people about him, he gave an order to go to the other
side. 19 And there came a scribe and said to him, Master, I will come after
youwherever you go. 20And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes, and the
birds of heaven have a resting-place; but the Son ofman has nowhere to put
his head. 21And another of the disciples said to him, Lord, letme first go and
give the last honours to my father. 22 But Jesus said to him, Come after me;
and let the dead take care of their dead. 23And when he had got into a boat,
his discipleswent after him. 24And there cameupa great storm in the sea, so
that the boat was covered with the waves: but he was sleeping. 25And they
came to him, and, awaking him, said, Help, Lord; destruction is near. 26And
he said to them,Why are you full of fear, O you of little faith? Then he got up
and gave orders to thewinds and the sea; and therewas a great calm. 27And
the men were full of wonder, saying, What sort of man is this, that even the
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winds and the sea do his orders? 28Andwhen he had come to the other side,
to the country of the Gadarenes, there came out to him from the place of the
dead, twowhohadevil spirits, so violent thatnomanwasable to go thatway.
29And they gave a loud cry, saying, What have we to do with you, you Son
of God? Have you come here to give us punishment before the time? 30Now
therewas, some distance away, a great herd of pigs taking their food. 31And
the evil spirits made strong prayers to him, saying, If you send us out, let us
go into the herd of pigs. 32And he said to them, Go. And they came out, and
went into the pigs; and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into the
sea and came to their end in the water. 33 And their keepers went in flight
to the town and gave an account of everything, and of the menwho had the
evil spirits. 34And all the town came out to Jesus; and seeing him theymade
request that he would go away from their part of the country.

9
1 And he got into a boat and went across and came to his town. 2 And

they took to him a man stretched on a bed who had no power of moving;
and Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the man who was ill, Son, take heart;
you have forgiveness for your sins. 3 And some of the scribes said among
themselves, Thismanhas no respect forGod. 4And Jesus, having knowledge
of what was in their minds, said, Why are your thoughts evil? 5For which is
the simpler, to say, You have forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up and
go? 6But so that youmay see that on earth the Son of man has authority for
the forgiveness of sins, (then said he to the man who was ill,) Get up, and
take up your bed, and go to your house. 7 And he got up and went away
to his house. 8 But when the people saw it they were full of fear, and gave
glory to God who had given such authority to men. 9 And when Jesus was
going from there, he saw a man whose name was Matthew, seated at the
place where taxes were taken; and he said to him, Come after me. And he
got up and went after him. 10And it came about, when he was in the house
taking food, that a number of tax-farmers and sinners came and took their
places with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they
said to his disciples, Why does your Master take food with tax-farmers and
sinners? 12But on hearing this he said, Those who are well have no need of
amedical man, but those who are ill. 13But go and take to heart the sense of
these words, My desire is formercy, not offerings: for I have come not to get
the upright, but sinners. 14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying,
Why dowe and the Pharisees frequently gowithout food, but your disciples
do not? 15And Jesus said to them,Will the friends of the newly-marriedman
be sad as long as he is with them? But the days will come when he will be
taken away from them, and then will they go without food. 16And no man
puts a bit of new cloth on an old coat, for by pulling away from the old, it
makes a worse hole. 17 And men do not put new wine into old wine-skins;
or the skins will be burst and thewinewill come out, and the skins are of no
more use: but they put new wine into new wine-skins, and so the two will
be safe. 18While he was saying these things to them, there came a ruler and
gave himworship, saying, My daughter is even nowdead; but come and put
your hand on her, and she will come back to life. 19 And Jesus got up and
went after him, and so did his disciples. 20 And a woman, who for twelve
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years had had a flow of blood, came after him, and put her hand on the edge
of his robe: 21 Because, she said to herself, if I may but put my hand on his
robe, Iwill bemadewell. 22But Jesus, turning and seeing her, said, Daughter,
take heart; your faith has made you well. And the woman was made well
from that hour. 23And when Jesus came into the ruler's house and saw the
players with their instruments and the people making a noise, 24 He said,
Make room; for the girl is not dead, but sleeping. And they were laughing
at him. 25 But when the people were sent out, he went in and took her by
the hand; and the girl got up. 26And the news of it went out into all that land.
27Andwhen Jesuswent on from there, twoblindmencameafter him, crying
out, Havemercy on us, you Son of David. 28Andwhen he had come into the
house, theblindmencametohim; and Jesus said to them,Haveyou faith that
I am able to do this? They said to him, Yes, Lord. 29Then he put his hand on
their eyes, saying, As your faith is, let it bedone toyou. 30And their eyeswere
made open. And Jesus said to them sharply, Let no man have knowledge
of it. 31 But they went out and gave news of him in all that land. 32 And
while they were going away, there came to him a man without the power
of talking, and with an evil spirit. 33And when the evil spirit had been sent
out, the man had the power of talking: and they were all surprised, saying,
Such a thing has never been seen in Israel. 34But the Pharisees said, By the
ruler of evil spirits, he sends evil spirits out of men. 35And Jesus went about
all the towns and small places, teaching in their Synagogues and preaching
the good news of the kingdom andmakingwell all sorts of disease and pain.
36But when he saw all the people hewasmovedwith pity for them, because
they were troubled and wandering like sheep without a keeper. 37 Then he
said to his disciples, There is much grain but not enough men to get it in.
38Make prayer, then, to the Lord of the grain-fields, that he may send out
workers to get in his grain.

10
1 And he got together his twelve disciples and gave them the power of

driving out unclean spirits, and of making well all sorts of disease and pain.
2 Now the names of the twelve are these: The first, Simon, who is named
Peter, and Andrew, his brother; James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his
brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the tax-farmer;
James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas
Iscariot, who was false to him. 5These twelve Jesus sent out and gave them
orders, saying, Do not go among the Gentiles, or into any town of Samaria,
6 But go to the wandering sheep of the house of Israel, 7 And, on your way,
say, The kingdom of heaven is near. 8Makewell thosewho are ill, give life to
the dead, make lepers clean, send evil spirits out of men; freely it has been
given to you, freely give. 9 Take no gold or silver or copper in your pockets;
10Take no bag for your journey and do not take two coats or shoes or a stick:
for the workman has a right to his food. 11And into whatever town or small
place you go,make search there for someonewho is respected, andmakehis
house your resting-place till you go away. 12And when you go in, say, May
peace be on this house. 13 And if the house is good enough, let your peace
come on it: but if not, let your peace come back to you. 14 And whoever
will not take you in, or give ear to your words, when you go out from that
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house or that town, put off its dust fromyour feet. 15Truly I say to you, Itwill
be better for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of God's judging
than for that town. 16See, I send you out as sheep amongwolves. Be then as
wise as snakes, and as gentle as doves. 17But be on the watch against men:
for they will give you up to the Sanhedrins, and in their Synagogues they
will give you blows; 18 And you will come before rulers and kings because
of me, for a witness to them and to the Gentiles. 19But when you are given
up into their hands, do not be troubled about what to say or how to say it:
for in that hour what you are to say will be given to you; 20Because it is not
you who say the words, but the Spirit of your Father in you. 21And brother
will give up brother to death, and the father his child: and children will go
against their fathers and mothers, and put them to death. 22 And you will
be hated by all men because of my name: but he who is strong to the end
will have salvation. 23 But when they are cruel to you in one town, go in
flight to another: for truly, I say to you, You will not have gone through the
towns of Israel before the Son ofman comes. 24Adisciple is not greater than
his master, or a servant than his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that
he may be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have given the
name Beelzebub to the master of the house, howmuch more to those of his
house! 26Have, then, no fear of them: because nothing is coveredwhichwill
not come to light, or secret which will not be made clear. 27What I say to
you in the dark, say in the light: and what comes to your ear secretly, say
publicly from the house-tops. 28And have no fear of those who put to death
the body, but are not able to put to death the soul. But have fear of himwho
has power to give soul and body to destruction in hell. 29Are not sparrows
two a farthing? and not one of them comes to an end without your Father:
30 But the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Then have no fear; you
are of more value than a flock of sparrows. 32To everyone, then, who gives
witness to me before men, I will give witness before my Father in heaven.
33But if anyone says before men that he has no knowledge of me, I will say
that I have no knowledge of him beforemy Father in heaven. 34Do not have
the thought that I have come to send peace on the earth; I came not to send
peace but a sword. 35For I have come to put amanagainst his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law: 36And amanwill be hated by those of his house. 37Hewho hasmore
love for his father ormother than forme is not good enough forme; hewho
has more love for son or daughter than for me is not good enough for me.
38And hewho does not take his cross and come after me is not good enough
for me. 39Hewho has the desire to keep his life will have it taken from him,
and he who gives up his life because of me will have it given back to him.
40Hewho gives honour to you gives honour tome; and hewho gives honour
tomegiveshonour tohimwhosentme. 41Hewhogiveshonour to aprophet,
in the name of a prophet, will be given a prophet's reward; and hewho gives
honour to an upright man, in the name of an upright man, will be given an
upright man's reward. 42Andwhoever gives to one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, truly I say to you, he will not go
without his reward.
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11
1And it came about that when Jesus had come to the end of giving these

orders to his twelve disciples, he went away from there, teaching and
preaching in their towns. 2Nowwhen John had news in prison of theworks
of the Christ, he sent his disciples 3To say to him, Are you hewho is to come,
or are wewaiting for another? 4And Jesus, answering, said to them, Go and
givenews to Johnof the thingswhichyouare seeing andhearing: 5Theblind
see; those who were not able to, are walking; lepers are made clean; those
who were without hearing, now have their ears open; the dead come to life
again, and the poor have the good news given to them. 6And a blessing will
be on him who has no doubts about me. 7And when they were going away,
Jesus, talkingof John, said to all thepeople,Whatwent youout into thewaste
land to see? a tall stemmoving in the wind? 8But what went you out to see?
a man delicately clothed? Those who have fair robes are in kings' houses.
9Butwhy did you go out? to see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, andmore than a
prophet. 10This is he ofwhom it has been said, See, I sendmy servant before
your face, who will make ready your way before you. 11 Truly I say to you,
Among the sonsofwomen therehasnotbeenagreater than John theBaptist:
but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12And from
the days of John the Baptist till now, the kingdomof heaven is forcing itsway
in, andmen of force take it. 13For all the prophets and the lawwere in force
till John. 14And if you are able to see it, this is Elijah who was to come. 15He
who has ears, let him give ear. 16 But what comparison may I make of this
generation? It is like children seated in the market-places, crying out to one
another, 17We made music for you and you did not take part in the dance;
we gave cries of sorrow and you made no signs of grief. 18 For John came,
taking no food or drink, and they say, He has an evil spirit. 19The Son ofman
has come feasting, and they say, See, a lover of food andwine, a friend of tax-
farmers and sinners! Andwisdom is judged tobe right byherworks. 20Then
hewent on to say hard things to the townswheremost of hisworks of power
were done, because they had not been turned from their sins. 21Unhappy
are you, Chorazin! Unhappy are you, Beth-saida! For if the works of power
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
been turned from their sins indays goneby, clothing themselves inhaircloth
and putting dust on their heads. 22But I say to you, It will be better for Tyre
and Sidon in the day of judging, than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, were
you not to be lifted up to heaven? youwill go down into hell: for if theworks
of power which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have
been here to this day. 24But I say to you that it will be better for the land of
Sodom in the day of judging, than for you. 25At that time Jesusmade answer
and said, I give praise to you, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
youhavekept these things secret from thewise and themenof learning, and
have made them clear to little children. 26Yes, Father, for so it was pleasing
in your eyes. 27All things have been given to me by my Father; and no one
has knowledge of the Son, but the Father; and no one has knowledge of the
Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will make it clear. 28 Come to
me, all you who are troubled and weighted down with care, and I will give
you rest. 29 Take my yoke on you and become like me, for I am gentle and
without pride, and you will have rest for your souls; 30For my yoke is good,
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and the weight I take up is not hard.

12
1 At that time Jesus went through the fields on the Sabbath day; and his

disciples, being in need of food, were taking the heads of grain. 2 But the
Pharisees,when theysawit, said tohim, See, yourdisciplesdo thatwhich it is
not right to do on the Sabbath. 3But he said to them,Have youno knowledge
ofwhat David didwhen he had need of food, and thosewhowerewith him?
4Howhewent into the house of God and took for food the holy breadwhich
it was not right for him or for those who were with him to take, but only
for the priests? 5Or is it not said in the law, how the Sabbath is broken by
the priests in the Temple and they do no wrong? 6 But I say to you that a
greater thing than the Temple is here. 7But if these words had been in your
minds,Mydesire is formercyandnot for offerings, youwouldnothavebeen
judging those who have done no wrong. 8 For the Son of man is lord of the
Sabbath. 9And he went from there into their Synagogue: 10And there was
a man with a dead hand. And they put a question to him, saying, Is it right
to make amanwell on the Sabbath day? so that theymight have something
against him. 11And he said to them, Which of you, having a sheep, if it gets
into a hole on the Sabbath day, will not put out a helping hand and get it
back? 12Of howmuch more value is a man than a sheep! For this reason it
is right to do good on the Sabbath day. 13 Then said he to the man, Put out
your hand. And he put it out, and it was made as well as the other. 14 But
the Pharisees went out and made designs against him, how they might put
him to death. 15And Jesus, having knowledge of this, went away from there,
and a great number went after him; and hemade them all well, 16Ordering
them not to give people word of him: 17 So that what was said by Isaiah the
prophet might come true, 18 See my servant, the man of my selection, my
loved one in whommy soul is well pleased: I will put my Spirit on him, and
hewillmakemydecision clear to theGentiles. 19His comingwill not bewith
fighting or loud cries; and his voice will not be lifted up in the streets. 20The
crushed stem will not be broken by him; and the feebly burning light will
he not put out, till he has made righteousness overcome all. 21 And in his
name will the Gentiles put their hope. 22Then they took to him one with an
evil spirit, who was blind and had no power of talking: and he made him
well so that he had the power of talking and seeing. 23 And all the people
were surprised and said, Is not this the Son of David? 24 But the Pharisees,
hearing of it, said, This man only sends evil spirits out of men by Beelzebub,
the ruler of evil spirits. 25And having knowledge of their thoughts he said
to them, Every kingdom having division in itself is made waste, and every
town or house having division in itself will come to destruction. 26 And if
Satan sends out Satan, hemakes war against himself; how thenwill he keep
his kingdom? 27And if I by Beelzebub send evil spirits out of men, by whom
do your sons send them out? So let them be your judges. 28 But if I by the
Spirit of God send out evil spirits, then is the kingdom of God come on you.
29 Or how may one go into a strong man's house and take his goods, if he
does not first put cords round the strong man? and then he may take his
goods. 30Whoever is not with me is against me; and he who does not take
part with me in getting people together, is driving them away. 31 So I say to
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you, Every sin and every evil word against God will have forgiveness; but
for evilwords against the Spirit therewill beno forgiveness. 32Andwhoever
says aword against the Son ofman, will have forgiveness; butwhoever says
aword against theHoly Spirit, will not have forgiveness in this life or in that
which is to come. 33Make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree
bad, and its fruit bad; for by its fruit youwill get knowledgeof the tree. 34You
offspringof snakes, howare you, being evil, able to say good things? because
out of the heart's store come thewords of themouth. 35The goodman out of
his good store gives good things; and the evil man out of his evil store gives
evil things. 36 And I say to you that in the day when they are judged, men
will have to give an account of every foolish word they have said. 37 For by
your words will your righteousness be seen, and by your words you will be
judged. 38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees, hearing this, said to him,
Master,weare looking fora sign fromyou. 39Buthe, answering, said to them,
An evil and false generation is looking for a sign; and no sign will be given
to it but the sign of the prophet Jonah: 40 For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the stomach of the great fish, so will the Son of man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will
comeup in thedayof judging andgive their decisionagainst this generation:
because theywere turned fromtheir sins at thepreachingof Jonah; andnow
a greater than Jonah is here. 42 The queen of the South will come up in the
day of judging and give her decision against this generation: for she came
from the ends of the earth to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon; and now a
greater than Solomon is here. 43But the unclean spirit, when he is gone out
of aman, goes through dry places looking for rest, and getting it not. 44Then
he says, I will go back into my house from which I came out; and when he
comes, he sees that there is no one in it, but that it has been made fair and
clean. 45 Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits worse than
himself, and they go in andmake it their living-place: and the last condition
of thatman isworse than thefirst. Even sowill it bewith this evil generation.
46While hewas still talking to the people, hismother and his brothers came,
desiring to have talk with him. 47And one said to him, See, yourmother and
yourbrothers are outside, desiring tohave talkwith you. 48But he in answer
said tohimwhogave thenews,Who ismymother andwhoaremybrothers?
49And he put out his hand to his disciples and said, See, my mother and my
brothers! 50Forwhoever does the pleasure ofmy Father in heaven, he ismy
brother, and sister, andmother.

13
1On that day Jesus went out of the house and was seated by the seaside.

2 And great numbers of people came together to him, so that he got into a
boat; and the people took up their position by the sea. 3And he gave them
teaching in the form of a story, saying, A man went out to put seed in the
earth; 4 And while he did so, some seeds were dropped by the wayside,
and the birds came and took them for food: 5 And some of the seed went
among the stones, where it had not much earth, and straight away it came
up because the earth was not deep: 6 And when the sun was high, it was
burned; and because it had no root it became dry and dead. 7 And some
seeds went among thorns, and the thorns came up and they had no room
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for growth: 8And some, falling on good earth, gave fruit, some a hundred,
some sixty, some thirty times as much. 9He who has ears, let him give ear.
10 And the disciples came and said to him, Why do you say things to them
in the form of stories? 11 And he said to them in answer, To you is given
the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not
given. 12Because whoever has, to himwill be given, and he will have more;
but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 For this
reason I put things into the form of stories; because they seewithout seeing,
and give ear without hearing, and the sense is not clear to them. 14And for
them the words of Isaiah have come true, Though you give ear, you will not
get knowledge; and seeing, you will see, but the sense will not be clear to
you: 15 For the heart of this people has become fat and their ears are slow
in hearing and their eyes are shut; for fear that they might see with their
eyes and give hearing with their ears and become wise in their hearts and
be turned again to me, so that I might make them well. 16But a blessing be
on your eyes, because they see; and on your ears, because they are open.
17 For truly, I say to you that prophets and upright men had a desire to see
the things which you see, and saw them not; and to have knowledge of the
wordswhichhave come to your ears, and they had it not. 18Give ear, then, to
the story of the man who put the seed in the earth. 19When the word of the
kingdomcomes toanyone, and the senseof it is not clear tohim, then theEvil
One comes, andquickly takes away thatwhichwas put in his heart. He is the
seeddroppedby thewayside. 20And thatwhichwent on the stones, this is he
who, hearing the word, straight away takes it with joy; 21But having no root
inhimself, he goes on for a time; andwhen trouble comesorpain, becauseof
theword, he quickly becomes full of doubts. 22And that whichwas dropped
among the thorns, this is hewho has theword; and the cares of this life, and
the deceits of wealth, put a stop to the growth of the word and it gives no
fruit. 23And the seed which was put in good earth, this is he who gives ear
to the word, and gets the sense of it; who gives fruit, some a hundred, some
sixty, some thirty times as much. 24And he gave them another story, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is like a man who put good seed in his field: 25 But
whilemenwere sleeping, onewho had hate for him came and put evil seeds
among the grain, and went away. 26But when the green stem came up and
gave fruit, the evil plants were seen at the same time. 27 And the servants
of the master of the house came and said to him, Sir, did you not put good
seed in your field? how then has it evil plants? 28And he said, Someone has
done this in hate. And the servants say to him, Is it your pleasure that we
go and take them up? 29 But he says, No, for fear that by chance while you
take up the evil plants, you may be rooting up the grain with them. 30 Let
them come up together till the getting in of the grain; and then I will say to
theworkers, Take upfirst the evil plants, and put them together for burning:
but put the grain into my store-house. 31He put another story before them,
saying, The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed which a man
took and put in his field: 32Which is smaller than all seeds; but when it has
come up it is greater than the plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
heaven come andmake their resting-places in its branches. 33Another story
he gave to them: The kingdomof heaven is like leaven,which awoman took,
and put in threemeasures ofmeal, till it was all leavened. 34All these things
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Jesus said to the people in the form of stories; and without a story he said
nothing to them: 35 That it might come true which was said by the prophet,
Opening my mouth, I will give out stories; I will give knowledge of things
kept secret from before all time. 36Then hewent away from the people, and
went into the house; and his disciples came to him, saying, Make clear to
us the story of the evil plants in the field. 37And he made answer and said,
He who puts the good seed in the earth is the Son of man; 38And the field is
the world; and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom; and the evil seeds
are the sons of the Evil One; 39 And he who put them in the earth is Satan;
and the getting in of the grain is the end of the world; and those who get
it in are the angels. 40 As then the evil plants are got together and burned
with fire, so will it be in the end of the world. 41 The Son of man will send
out his angels, and they will take out of his kingdom everything which is a
cause of error, and all those who do wrong, 42 And will put them into the
fire; there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 43 Then will the upright be
shining as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him
give ear. 44 The kingdom of heaven is like a secret store of wealth in a field,
whichamancameacrossandputbackagain; and inhis joyhegoesandgives
all he has, to get that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a trader
searching for beautiful jewels. 46And having come across one jewel of great
price, hewentandgaveall hehad inexchange for it. 47Again, thekingdomof
heaven is like a net, whichwas put into the sea and took in every sort of fish:
48When itwas full, they took it upon the sands; and seated there theyput the
good into vessels, but the bad they put away. 49 So will it be in the end of the
world: the angels will come and take out the bad from the good, 50And will
put them into the fire: there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 51Are all
these things now clear to you? They say to him, Yes. 52And he said to them,
For this reason every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of
heaven is like the owner of a house, who gives out fromhis store things new
andold. 53Andwhen Jesushadcome to theendof these storieshewent away
from there. 54And coming into his country, he gave them teaching in their
Synagogue, so that theywere greatly surprisedand said,Wheredid thisman
get this wisdom and these works of power? 55 Is not this the woodworker's
son? is not hismother namedMary? and his brothers James and Joseph and
Simon and Judas? 56And his sisters, are they not all with us? from where,
then, has he all these things? 57And they were bitter against him. But Jesus
said to them, A prophet is nowhere without honour but in his country and
among his family. 58And the works of power which he did there were small
in number because they had no faith.

14
1 At that time news of Jesus came to Herod the king; 2 And he said to his

servants, This is John the Baptist; he has come back from the dead, and so
these powers are working in him. 3 For Herod had taken John and put him
in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife. 4Because John had
said to him, It is not right for you to have her. 5Andhewould have put him to
death, but forhis fearof thepeople, because in their eyes Johnwasaprophet.
6 But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias was dancing
before them, and Herod was pleased with her. 7 So he gave her his word
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with an oath to let her havewhatever shemightmake request for. 8And she,
at her mother's suggestion, said, Give me here on a plate the head of John
the Baptist. 9 And the king was sad; but because of his oaths and because
of his guests, he gave the order for it to be given to her; 10And he sent and
had John's head cut off in the prison. 11And his head was put on a plate and
given to the girl; and she took it to hermother. 12Andhis disciples came, and
tookuphisbodyandput it in theearth; and theywentandgave Jesusnewsof
whathad takenplace. 13Nowwhen it came to theears of Jesus, hewent away
from there in a boat, to a waste place by himself: and the people hearing of
it, went after himon foot from the towns. 14Andhe cameout and sawagreat
numberofpeopleandhehadpityon them, andmadewell thoseof themwho
were ill. 15And when evening had come, the disciples came to him, saying,
This place is waste land, and the time is now past; send the people away so
that they may go into the towns and get themselves food. 16 But Jesus said
to them, There is no need for them to go away; give them food yourselves.
17And they say to him,We have here but five cakes of bread and two fishes.
18And he said, Give them to me. 19And he gave orders for the people to be
seated on the grass; and he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes
and, looking up to heaven, he said words of blessing, and made division of
the food, and gave it to the disciples, and the disciples gave it to the people.
20 And they all took of the food and had enough: and they took up twelve
baskets full of broken bits which were not used. 21And those who had food
were about five thousand men, in addition to women and children. 22And
straight away he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to
the other side, till he had sent the people away. 23And after he had sent the
people away, hewent up into themountain by himself for prayer: andwhen
evening was come, he was there by himself. 24But the boat was now in the
middle of the sea, and was troubled by the waves: for the wind was against
them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on
the sea. 26And when they saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled,
saying, It is a spirit; and they gave cries of fear. 27But straight away Jesus said
to them, Take heart; it is I, have no fear. 28And Peter, answering, said to him,
Lord, if it is you, give me the order to come to you on the water. 29 And he
said, Come. And Peter got out of the boat, and walking on the water, went to
Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind he was in fear and, starting to go down,
he gave a cry, saying, Help, Lord. 31And straight away Jesus put out his hand
and took a grip of him, and said to him, Omanof little faith, whywere you in
doubt? 32Andwhen they had got into the boat, the wind went down. 33And
those whowere in the boat gave himworship, saying, Truly you are the Son
of God. 34Andwhen they had gone across, they came to land at Gennesaret.
35 And when the men of that place had news of him, they sent into all the
country round about, and took to him all who were ill, 36With the request
that they might only put their hands on the edge of his robe: and all those
who did so weremade well.

15
1 Then there came to Jesus from Jerusalem Pharisees and scribes, saying,

2Why do your disciples go against the teaching of the fathers? for they take
food with unwashed hands. 3And in answer he said to them, Why do you,
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yourselves, go against theword of God on account of the teachingwhich has
been handed down to you? 4 For God said, Give honour to your father and
mother: and, Hewho says evil of father ormother will be put to death. 5But
you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by which you might
have had profit from me is given to God; 6 There is no need for him to give
honour to his father. And you have made the word of God without effect
because of your teaching. 7You false ones, well did Isaiah say of you, 8These
people give me honour with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 9But
their worship is to no purpose, while they give as their teaching the rules of
men. 10 And he got the people together and said to them, Give ear, and let
my words be clear to you: 11 Not that which goes into the mouth makes a
man unclean, but that which comes out of the mouth. 12 Then the disciples
came and said to him, Did you see that the Pharisees were troubled when
these words came to their ears? 13But he said in answer, Every plant which
my Father in heaven has not put in the earth, will be taken up by the roots.
14 Let them be: they are blind guides. And if a blind man is guiding a blind
man, the two will go falling into a hole together. 15 Then Peter said to him,
Make the story clear to us. 16And he said, Are you, like them, still without
wisdom? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth goes on into
the stomach, and is sent out as waste? 18 But the things which come out of
the mouth come from the heart; and they make a man unclean. 19 For out
of the heart come evil thoughts, the taking of life, broken faith between the
married, uncleandesires of theflesh, taking of property, falsewitness, bitter
words: 20These are the things which make a man unclean; but to take food
withunwashedhandsdoesnotmakeamanunclean. 21And Jesuswentaway
from there into the country of Tyre and Sidon. 22And a woman of Canaan
came out from those parts, crying and saying, Have pity onme, O Lord, Son
of David; my daughter is greatly troubled with an unclean spirit. 23 But he
gave her no answer. And his disciples came and said to him, Send her away,
for she is crying after us. 24 But he made answer and said, I was sent only
to the wandering sheep of the house of Israel. 25But she came and gave him
worship, saying, Help, Lord. 26And he made answer and said, It is not right
to take the children's bread and give it to the dogs. 27But she said, Yes, Lord:
but even thedogs take thebits fromunder theirmasters' table. 28Then Jesus,
answering, said to her, Owoman, great is your faith: let your desire be done.
And her daughter was made well from that hour. 29 And Jesus went from
there and came to the sea of Galilee; and hewent up into themountain, and
tookhis seat there. 30And there came tohimgreatnumbers of peoplehaving
with them those who were broken in body, or blind, or without voice, or
wounded, or ill in any way, and a number of others; they put them down at
his feet and he made them well: 31 So that the people were full of wonder
when they saw that those who had no voice were talking, the feeble were
made strong, those whose bodies were broken had the power of walking,
and the blind were able to see: and they gave glory to the God of Israel.
32 And Jesus got his disciples together and said, I have pity for the people,
because they have now been with me three days and have no food: and I
will not send them away without food, or they will have no strength for the
journey. 33And the disciples say to him, How may we get enough bread in
a waste place, to give food to such a number of people? 34 And Jesus says
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to them, Howmuch bread have you? And they said, Seven cakes, and some
small fishes. 35Thenhe gave an order to the people to be seated on the earth,
36 And he took the seven cakes of bread and the fishes; and having given
praise, he gave the broken bread to the disciples, and the disciples gave it
to the people. 37And they all took food, and had enough; and they took up
of the broken bits, seven baskets full. 38And there were four thousandmen
who took food, togetherwithwomen and children. 39Andwhen he had sent
the people away, he got into the boat, and came into the country ofMagadan.

16
1And the Pharisees and Sadducees came and, testing him,made a request

to him to give them a sign from heaven. 2But in answer he said to them, At
nightfall you say, The weather will be good, for the sky is red. 3And in the
morning, The weather will be bad today, for the sky is red and angry. You
are able to see the face of heaven, but not the signs of the times. 4An evil and
false generation is searching after a sign; and no sign will be given to it but
the sign of Jonah. And he went away from them. 5And when the disciples
came to the other side they had not taken thought to get bread. 6And Jesus
said to them, Take care tohavenothing to dowith the leavenof thePharisees
and Sadducees. 7 And they were reasoning among themselves, saying, We
took no bread. 8And Jesus, seeing it, said, O you of little faith, why are you
reasoning among yourselves, because you have no bread? 9Do you still not
see, or keep in mind the five cakes of bread of the five thousand, and the
number of baskets you took up? 10Or the seven cakes of bread of the four
thousand, and the number of baskets you took up? 11How is it that you do
not see that I was not talking to you about bread, but about keeping away
from the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees? 12 Then they saw that it
was not the leaven of bread which he had in mind, but the teaching of the
Pharisees and Sadducees. 13 Now when Jesus had come into the parts of
Caesarea Philippi, he said, questioning his disciples, Who do men say that
the Son of man is? 14And they said, Some say, John the Baptist; some, Elijah;
and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 15He says to them, But who
do you say that I am? 16 And Simon Peter made answer and said, You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus made answer and said to
him, A blessing on you, Simon Bar-jonah: because this knowledge has not
come to you from flesh and blood, but from my Father in heaven. 18And I
say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock will my church be based, and
the doors of hell will not overcome it. 19 I will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: and whatever is fixed by you on earth will be fixed in
heaven: and whatever youmake free on earth will be made free in heaven.
20Then he gave orders to the disciples to give no man word that he was the
Christ. 21From that time Jesus went on tomake clear to his disciples how he
wouldhave to goup to Jerusalem, andundergomuchat thehandsof those in
authority and the chief priests and scribes, andbeput to death, and the third
day come again from the dead. 22And Peter, protesting, said to him, Be it far
from you, Lord; it is impossible that this will come about. 23But he, turning
to Peter, said, Get out ofmyway, Satan: you are a danger tome because your
mind is not on the things of God, but on the things ofmen. 24Then Jesus said
to his disciples, If anymanwould come afterme, let himgive up all, and take
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up his cross, and come afterme. 25Becausewhoever has a desire to keep his
life safe will have it taken from him; but whoever gives up his life because
of me, will have it given back to him. 26For what profit has a man, if he gets
all the world with the loss of his life? or what will a man give in exchange
for his life? 27For the Son ofmanwill come in the glory of his Fatherwith his
angels; and then he will give to every man the reward of his works. 28Truly
I say to you, There are some of those herewhowill not have a taste of death,
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

17
1 And after six days Jesus takes with him Peter, and James, and John,

his brother, and makes them go up with him into a high mountain by
themselves. 2 And he was changed in form before them; and his face was
shining like the sun, andhis clothing becamewhite as light. 3AndMoses and
Elijah came before their eyes, talking with him. 4 And Peter made answer
and said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if you will let me, I will
make here three tents, one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.
5While hewas still talking, a bright cloud cameover them: andavoice out of
the cloud, saying, This ismy dearly loved Son, withwhom I amwell pleased;
give ear to him. 6And at these words the disciples went down on their faces
in great fear. 7 And Jesus came and put his hand on them and said, Get up
and have no fear. 8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, but Jesus
only. 9 And when they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus gave
them orders, saying, Let no man have word of what you have seen, till the
Son of man has come again from the dead. 10And his disciples, questioning
him, said, Why then do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first? 11And
in answer he said, Elijah truly has to come and put all things right: 12 But
I say to you that Elijah has come, and they had no knowledge of him, but
did to him whatever they were pleased to do; the same will the Son of man
undergo at their hands. 13Then the disciples saw that hewas talking to them
of John the Baptist. 14Andwhen they came to the people, a manwent down
on his knees to him, saying, 15 Lord have mercy on my son: for he is off his
head, and is in great pain; and frequently he goes falling into the fire, and
frequently into the water. 16And I took him to your disciples, and they were
not able to make himwell. 17And Jesus, answering, said, O false and foolish
generation, how long will I be with you? how long will I put up with you?
let him come here to me. 18And Jesus gave orders to the unclean spirit, and
it went out of him: and the boy was made well from that hour. 19 Then the
disciples came to Jesus privately, and said, Why were we not able to send it
out? 20Andhe says to them, Because of your little faith: for truly I say to you,
If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
Be moved from this place to that; and it will be moved; and nothing will be
impossible to you. 21 [] 22And while they were going about in Galilee, Jesus
said to them, The Son of man will be given up into the hands of men; 23And
they will put him to death, and the third day he will come again from the
dead. And they were very sad. 24And when they had come to Capernaum,
thosewho took the Temple tax came to Peter and said, Does not yourmaster
makepayment of theTemple tax? 25Hesays, Yes. Andwhenhe came into the
house, Jesus said to him, What is your opinion, Simon? from whom do the
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kings of the earth get payment or tax? from their sons or fromother people?
26Andwhen he said, Fromother people, Jesus said to him, Then are the sons
free. 27But, so that we may not be a cause of trouble to them, go to the sea,
and let downahook, and take thefirst fishwhich comesup; and inhismouth
you will see a bit of money: take that, and give it to them for me and you.

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Who is greatest in the

kingdom of heaven? 2And he took a little child, and put him in the middle
of them, 3And said, Truly, I say to you, If you do not have a change of heart
and become like little children, you will not go into the kingdom of heaven.
4 Whoever, then, will make himself as low as this little child, the same is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5And whoever gives honour to one
such little child in my name, gives honour to me: 6 But whoever is a cause
of trouble to one of these little ones who have faith inme, it would be better
for him to have a great stone fixed to his neck, and to come to his end in the
deep sea. 7A curse is on the earth because of trouble! for it is necessary for
trouble to come; but unhappy is thatman throughwhom the trouble comes.
8And if your hand or your foot is a cause of trouble, let it be cut off and put
it away from you: it is better for you to go into life with the loss of a hand or
a foot than, having two hands or two feet, to go into the eternal fire. 9And if
your eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out, and put it away from you:
it is better for you to go into life with one eye than, having two eyes, to go
into the hell of fire. 10 Let it not seem to you that one of these little ones is
of no value; for I say to you that in heaven their angels see at all times the
face of my Father in heaven. 11 [] 12What would you say now? if a man has
a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone wandering away, will he not let
the ninety-nine be, and go to themountains in search of thewandering one?
13And if he comes across it, truly I say to you, he has more joy over it than
over the ninety-nine which have not gone out of the way. 14Even so it is not
the pleasure of your Father in heaven for one of these little ones to come to
destruction. 15And if your brother does wrong to you, go, make clear to him
his error between you and him in private: if he gives ear to you, you have
got your brother back again. 16 But if he will not give ear to you, take with
you one or two more, that by the lips of two or three witnesses every word
may bemade certain. 17And if he will not give ear to them, let it come to the
hearing of the church: and if he will not give ear to the church, let him be
to you as a Gentile and a tax-farmer. 18 Truly I say to you, Whatever things
are fixed by you on earth will be fixed in heaven: and whatever you make
free on earth will be made free in heaven. 19Again, I say to you, that if two
of you are in agreement on earth about anything for which theywill make a
request, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two
or three are come together in my name, there am I among them. 21 Then
Peter came and said to him, Lord, what number of timesmaymy brother do
wrong againstme, and I give him forgiveness? till seven times? 22 Jesus says
to him, I say not to you, Till seven times; but, Till seventy times seven. 23For
this reason the kingdomof heaven is like a king, whowent over his accounts
withhis servants. 24Andat the start, one came tohimwhowas inhis debt for
ten thousand talents. 25And because he was not able to make payment, his
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lord gave orders for him, andhiswife, andhis sons anddaughters, andall he
had, to be given for money, and payment to bemade. 26 So the servant went
down on his face and gave himworship, saying, Lord, giveme time tomake
payment and I will give you all. 27And the lord of that servant, beingmoved
with pity, let him go, andmade him free of the debt. 28But that servant went
out, and meeting one of the other servants, who was in debt to him for one
hundred pence, he took him by the throat, saying, Make payment of your
debt. 29 So that servant went down on his face, requesting him and saying,
Giveme time and Iwillmake payment to you. 30Andhewould not: butwent
and put him into prison till he had made payment of the debt. 31 So when
the other servants saw what was done they were very sad, and came and
gaveword to their lord of what had been done. 32Then his lord sent for him
and said, You evil servant; I made you free of all that debt, because of your
request tome: 33Was it not right for you to havemercy on the other servant,
even as I had mercy on you? 34And his lord was very angry, and put him in
the hands of thosewhowould give himpunishment till hemade payment of
all the debt. 35Sowill my Father in heaven do to you, if you do not everyone,
from your hearts, give forgiveness to his brother.

19
1And it came about that after saying these words, Jesus went away from

Galilee, and came into the parts of Judaea on the other side of Jordan. 2And
a great number went after him; and hemade themwell there. 3And certain
Pharisees came to him, testing him, and saying, Is it right for a man to put
away his wife for every cause? 4And he said in answer, Have you not seen
in the Writings, that he who made them at the first made them male and
female, and said, 5 For this cause will a man go away from his father and
mother, and be joined to his wife; and the two will become one flesh? 6 So
that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Then let not that which has been
joined by God be parted byman. 7They say to him,Why then didMoses give
orders that ahusbandmight givehera statement inwritingandbe free from
her? 8He says to them,Moses, because of your hard hearts, let you put away
yourwives: but it has not been so from the first. 9And I say to you,Whoever
puts away his wife for any other cause than the loss of her virtue, and takes
another, is a false husband: and he who takes her as his wife when she is
put away, is no true husband to her. 10The disciples say to him, If this is the
position of a man in relation to his wife, it is better not to be married. 11But
he said to them, Not all men are able to take in this saying, but only those to
whom it is given. 12 For there are men who, from birth, were without sex:
and there are some who were made so by men: and there are others who
havemade themselves so for the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to take
it, let him take it. 13 Then some people took little children to him, so that he
might put his hands on them in blessing: and the disciples said sharpwords
to them. 14 But Jesus said, Let the little ones come to me, and do not keep
themaway: for of such is the kingdomof heaven. 15And he put his hands on
them, and went away. 16And one came to him and said, Master, what good
thing have I to do, so that Imay have eternal life? 17And he said to him,Why
are you questioning me about what is good? One there is who is good: but
if you have a desire to go into life, keep the rules of the law. 18He says to
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him,Which? And Jesus said, Do not put anyone to death, Do not be untrue in
married life, Do not take what is not yours, Do not give false witness, 19Give
honour to your father and yourmother: and, Have love for your neighbour
as for yourself. 20 The young man says to him, All these things have I done:
whatmore is there? 21 Jesus said to him, If you have a desire to be complete,
go, get money for your property, and give it to the poor, and you will have
wealth in heaven: and come afterme. 22But hearing these words the young
man went away sorrowing: for he had much property. 23And Jesus said to
his disciples, Truly I say to you, It is hard for a man with much money to
go into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, It is simpler for
a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a man with much money to
go into the kingdom of God. 25And the disciples, hearing this, were greatly
surprised, saying, Who then may have salvation? 26 And Jesus, looking at
them, said,Withmen this isnotpossible; butwithGodall things arepossible.
27Then Peter said to him, See, we have given up everything and have come
after you; what then will we have? 28And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to
you that in the time when all things are made new, and the Son of man is
seated in his glory, you who have come after me will be seated on twelve
seats, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has given up
houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or child, or land, for my
name, will be given a hundred times asmuch, and have eternal life. 30But a
great number who are first will be last, and somewho are last will be first.

20
1 For the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a house, who went out

early in the morning to get workers into his vine-garden. 2 And when he
had made an agreement with the workmen for a penny a day, he sent them
into his vine-garden. 3And hewent out about the third hour, and saw others
in the market-place doing nothing; 4And he said to them, Go into the vine-
gardenwith the others, andwhatever is right I will give you. And theywent
to work. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did
the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and saw others doing
nothing; and he says to them, Why are you here all the day doing nothing?
7They say to him, Because noman has given uswork. He says to them, Go in
with the rest, into the vine-garden. 8Andwhen evening came, the lord of the
vine-garden said to his manager, Let the workers come, and give them their
payment, fromthe last to thefirst. 9Andwhenthosemencamewhohadgone
to work at the eleventh hour, they were given every man a penny. 10 Then
thosewhocamefirsthad the idea that theywouldgetmore; and they, like the
rest,were givenapenny. 11Andwhen they got it, theymadeaprotest against
themasterof thehouse, 12Saying, These lasthavedoneonlyonehour'swork,
and you have made them equal to us, who have undergone the hard work
of the day and the burning heat. 13 But he in answer said to one of them,
Friend, I do you no wrong: did you not make an agreement with me for a
penny? 14 Take what is yours, and go away; it is my pleasure to give to this
last, even as to you. 15Have I not the right to do as seems good to me in my
house? or is your eye evil, because I am good? 16 So the last will be first, and
thefirst last. 17Andwhen Jesuswasgoingup to Jerusalem, he took the twelve
disciples on one side, and said to them, 18See, we go up to Jerusalem; and the
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Son of manwill be given into the hands of the chief priests and scribes; and
they will give orders for him to be put to death, 19 And will give him up to
the Gentiles to bemade sport of and to bewhipped and to be put to death on
the cross: and the third day he will come back again from the dead. 20Then
the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, giving him
worship and making a request of him. 21 And he said to her, What is your
desire? She says to him, Let my two sons be seated, the one at your right
hand, and the other at your left, in your kingdom. 22But Jesusmade answer
and said, You have no idea what you are requesting. Are you able to take of
the cupwhich I am about to take? 23They say to him,We are able. He says to
them, Truly, you will take of my cup: but to be seated at my right hand and
at my left is not for me to give, but it is for those for whom my Father has
made it ready. 24And when it came to the ears of the ten, they were angry
with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus said to them, You see that the rulers of
the Gentiles are lords over them, and their great ones have authority over
them. 26 Let it not be so among you: but if anyone has a desire to become
great among you, let him be your servant; 27 And whoever has a desire to
be first among you, let him take the lowest place: 28Even as the Son of man
did not come to have servants, but to be a servant, and to give his life for
the salvation of men. 29Andwhen they were going out from Jericho, a great
number went after him. 30And two blindmen seated by the wayside, when
they had the news that Jesus was going by, gave a loud cry, saying, Lord, Son
of David, have mercy on us. 31And the people gave them orders to be quiet;
but they went on crying even louder, Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us.
32And Jesus, stopping, sent for them, and said, What would you haveme do
to you? 33 They say to him, Lord, that our eyes may be open. 34 And Jesus,
being moved with pity, put his fingers on their eyes: and straight away they
were able to see, and went after him.

21
1 And when they were near Jerusalem, and had come to Beth-phage, to

the Mountain of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 Saying to them, Go into
the little town in front of you, and straight away you will see an ass with a
cord round her neck, and a young one with her; let them loose and come
with them to me. 3 And if anyone says anything to you, you will say, The
Lord has need of them; and straight away he will send them. 4 Now this
took place so that these words of the prophet might come true, 5 Say to the
daughter of Zion, See, your King comes to you, gentle and seated on an ass,
and on a young ass. 6And the discipleswent and did as Jesus had given them
orders, 7And got the ass and the young one, and put their clothing on them,
and he took his seat on it. 8 And all the people put their clothing down in
the way; and others got branches from the trees, and put them down in the
way. 9And thosewhowent before him, and thosewho came after, gave loud
cries, saying, Glory to the Son of David: A blessing on himwho comes in the
nameof the Lord: Glory in the highest. 10Andwhenhe came into Jerusalem,
all the town was moved, saying, Who is this? 11 And the people said, This
is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee. 12 And Jesus went into the
Temple and sent out all who were trading there, overturning the tables of
the money-changers and the seats of those trading in doves. 13And he said
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to them, It is in the Writings, My house is to be named a house of prayer,
but you are making it a hole of thieves. 14And the blind and the broken in
body came to him in the Temple, and he made them well. 15 But when the
chief priests and the scribes saw the works of power which he did, and the
children crying out in the Temple, Glory to the son ofDavid, theywere angry
and said to him, 16Have you any idea what these are saying? And Jesus said
to them, Yes: have you not seen in the Writings, From the lips of children
and babies at the breast you have made your praise complete? 17 And he
went away from them, and went out of the town to Bethany, and was there
for the night. 18Now in the morning when he was coming back to the town,
he had a desire for food. 19 And seeing a fig-tree by the wayside, he came
to it, and saw nothing on it but leaves only; and he said to it, Let there be
no fruit from you from this time forward for ever. And straight away the
fig-tree became dry and dead. 20 And when the disciples saw it they were
surprised, saying, Howdid the fig-tree become dry in so short a time? 21And
Jesus in answer said to them, Truly I say to you, If you have faith, without
doubting, not only may you do what has been done to the fig-tree, but even
if you say to this mountain, Be taken up and put into the sea, it will be done.
22 And all things, whatever you make request for in prayer, having faith,
you will get. 23 And when he had come into the Temple, the chief priests
and those in authority over the people came to him while he was teaching,
and said, By what authority do you do these things? and who gave you this
authority? 24 And Jesus said to them in answer, I will put one question to
you, and if you give me the answer, I will say by what authority I do these
things. 25Thebaptismof John,wheredid it come from? fromheavenor from
men? And they were reasoning among themselves, saying, If we say, From
heaven; he will say to us, Why then did you not have faith in him? 26But if
we say, Frommen; we are in fear of the people, because all take John to be a
prophet. 27And they made answer and said, We have no idea. Then he said
to them, And I will not say to you by what authority I do these things. 28But
how does it seem to you? Aman had two sons; and he came to the first, and
said, Son, go and dowork today in the vine-garden. 29Andhe said in answer,
I will not: but later, changing his decision, he went. 30 And he came to the
second and said the same. And hemade answer and said, I go, sir: andwent
not. 31Which of the two did his father's pleasure? They say, The first. Jesus
said to them, Truly I say to you, that tax-farmers and loosewomen are going
into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, andyouhadno faith inhim, but the tax-farmersand the loose
womenhad faith in him: and you, when you saw it, did not even have regret
for your sins, so as to have faith inhim. 33Give ear to another story. Amaster
of a housemade a vine garden, and put awall round it, andmade a place for
crushing out the wine, andmade a tower, and let it out to field-workers, and
went into another country. 34Andwhen the time for the fruit came near, he
sent his servants to theworkmen, to get the fruit. 35And theworkmenmade
an attack on his servants, giving blows to one, putting another to death, and
stoning another. 36Again, he sent other servants more in number than the
first: and they did the same to them. 37But after that he sent his son to them,
saying, Theywill have respect formy son. 38Butwhen theworkmen saw the
son, they said among themselves, This is hewhowill onedaybe the owner of
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the property; come, let us put him to death and take his heritage. 39And they
tookhimand, driving himout of the vine-garden, put him to death. 40When,
then, the lord of the vine-garden comes, what will he do to those workmen?
41They say to him, He will put those cruel men to a cruel death, and will let
out the vine-garden to other workmen, who will give him the fruit when it
is ready. 42 Jesus says to them, Did you never see in the Writings, The stone
which the builders put on one side, the same has beenmade the chief stone
of the building: this was the Lord's doing, and it is a wonder in our eyes?
43 For this reason I say to you, The kingdom of God will be taken away from
you, andwill begiven toanationproducing the fruits of it. 44Anyman falling
on this stonewill be broken, but he onwhom it comes downwill be crushed
to dust. 45And when his stories came to the ears of the chief priests and the
Pharisees, they saw that he was talking of them. 46And though they had a
desire to take him, they were in fear of the people, because in their eyes he
was a prophet.

22
1And Jesus, talking to themagain in stories, said: 2The kingdomof heaven

is like a certain king, whomade a feastwhenhis sonwasmarried, 3And sent
out his servants to get in the guests to the feast: and they would not come.
4Againhe sent out other servants,with orders to say to the guests, See, I have
made readymy feast: myoxenandmy fat beasts havebeenput to death, and
all things are ready: come to the feast. 5But they gaveno attention, andwent
about their business, one to his farm, another to his trade: 6And the rest put
violent hands on his servants, and did evil to them, and put them to death.
7But the king was angry; and he sent his armies, and those who had put his
servants to death he gave to destruction, burning down their townwith fire.
8Thenhe said to his servants, The feast is ready but the guestswere not good
enough. 9Go then to the cross-roads, and get all thosewhomyou see to come
to the bride-feast. 10 And those servants went out into the streets, and got
together all those whom they came across, bad and good: and the feast was
full of guests. 11But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a
manwho had not on a guest's robe; 12And he says to him, Friend, how came
you in here not having a guest's robe? And he had nothing to say. 13 Then
the king said to the servants, Put cords roundhis hands and feet andput him
out into the dark; there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 14For out of all
to whom the good news has come, only a small number will get salvation.
15 Then the Pharisees went and had a meeting to see how they might make
use of his words to take him. 16 And they sent to him their disciples, with
the Herodians, saying, Master, we see that you are true, and that you are
teaching the trueway of God, and have no fear of anyone, because you have
no respect for a man's position. 17 Give us, then, your opinion of this: Is it
right to give tax to Caesar, or not? 18 But Jesus saw their trick and said, Oh
false ones, why are you attempting to putme in thewrong? 19Letme see the
taxmoney. And they gave him a penny. 20And he said to them,Whose is this
image and name on it? 21 They say to him, Caesar's. Then he said to them,
Give to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things which
are God's. 22And hearing it, they were full of wonder, and went away from
him. 23On the sameday there came tohim the Sadducees,who say that there
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is no coming back from the dead: and they put a question to him, saying,
24 Master, Moses said, If a man, at the time of his death, has no children,
let his brother take his wife, and get a family for his brother; 25Now there
were among us seven brothers; and the first was married and at his death,
having no seed, gave his wife to his brother; 26 In the same way the second
and the third, up to the seventh. 27 And last of all the woman came to her
end. 28When they come back from the dead, then, whose wife will she be
of the seven? because they all had her. 29 But Jesus said to them in answer,
You are in error, not having knowledge of the Writings, or of the power of
God. 30For when they come back from the dead there are no husbands and
wives, but they are as the angels in heaven. 31 But about the dead coming
back to life, have you no knowledge of what was said to you by God in the
Writings: 32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob? God is not the God of the dead but of the living. 33 And the people
hearing it were surprised at his teaching. 34But the Pharisees, hearing how
the mouths of the Sadducees had been stopped, came together; 35And one
of them, a teacher of the law, put a question to him, testing him, and saying,
36Master, which is the chief rule in the law? 37And he said to him, Have love
for the Lord yourGodwith all your heart, andwith all your soul, andwith all
yourmind. 38This is the first and greatest rule. 39And a second like it is this,
Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 40On these two rules all the
law and the prophets are based. 41Now while the Pharisees were together,
Jesus put a question to them, saying, 42What is your opinion of the Christ?
whose son is he? They say to him, The Son of David. 43He says to them, How
then does David in the Spirit give him the name of Lord, saying, 44The Lord
said tomyLord, Be seated atmy right hand, till I put under your feet all those
who are against you? 45 If David then gives him the name of Lord, how is he
his son? 46Andnoonewas able to give himananswer, and so greatwas their
fear of him, that from that day no one put anymore questions to him.

23
1 Then Jesus said to the people and to his disciples: 2 The scribes and the

Pharisees have the authority ofMoses; 3All things, then,which they give you
orders to do, thesedoandkeep: but donot take theirworks as your example,
for they say and do not. 4 They make hard laws and put great weights on
men's backs; but they themselveswill not put a finger to them. 5But all their
works theydo soas tobe seenbymen: for theymakewide their phylacteries,
and the edges of their robes, 6 And the things desired by them are the first
places at feasts, and the chief seats in the Synagogues, 7Andwords of respect
in the market-places, and to be named by men, Teacher. 8 But you may not
be named Teacher: for one is your teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And
give no man the name of father on earth: because one is your Father, who
is in heaven. 10 And you may not be named guides: because one is your
Guide, even Christ. 11But let the greatest among you be your servant. 12And
whoevermakes himself highwill bemade low, andwhoevermakes himself
low will be made high. 13But a curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false
ones! because you are shutting the kingdomof heaven againstmen: for you
do not go in yourselves, and those who are going in, you keep back. 14 [] 15A
curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! for you go about land and
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sea to get one disciple and, having him, youmakehim twice asmuch a son of
hell as yourselves. 16A curse is on you, blind guides, who say,Whoever takes
an oath by the Temple, it is nothing; butwhoever takes an oath by the gold of
the Temple, he is responsible. 17You foolish ones andblind: which is greater,
the gold, or the Temple which makes the gold holy? 18And, Whoever takes
an oath by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever takes an oath by the offering
which is on it, he is responsible. 19 You blind ones: which is greater, the
offering, or the altar which makes the offering holy? 20He, then, who takes
an oath by the altar, takes it by the altar and by all things on it. 21Andhewho
takes an oath by the Temple, takes it by the Temple and by himwhose house
it is. 22Andhewho takes anoathbyheaven, takes it by the seat ofGod, andby
himwho is seatedon it. 23Acurse is onyou, scribesandPharisees, falseones!
for you make men give a tenth of all sorts of sweet-smelling plants, but you
give no thought to the more important things of the law, righteousness, and
mercy, and faith; but it is right for you to do these, andnot to let the others be
undone. 24Youblind guides,who take out afly fromyourdrink, butmakeno
trouble over a camel. 25A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones!
for you make clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they
are full of violent behaviour and uncontrolled desire. 26You blind Pharisee,
firstmake clean the inside of the cup andof the plate, so that the outsidemay
become equally clean. 27A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones!
for you are like the resting-places of the dead, which are made white, and
seembeautiful on the outside, but inside are full of deadmen's bones and of
all unclean things. 28 Even so you seem to men to be full of righteousness,
but inside you are all false and full of wrongdoing. 29 A curse is on you,
scribes and Pharisees, false ones! because you put up buildings for housing
the deadbodies of the prophets, andmake fair the last resting-places of good
men, and say, 30 If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would
not have taken part with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 So that you
are witnesses against yourselves that you are the sons of those who put the
prophets to death. 32Make full, then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You
snakes, offspring of snakes, how will you be kept from the punishment of
hell? 34 For this reason, I send you prophets, and wise men, and scribes:
some of themyouwill put to death and put on the cross, and to some of them
you will give blows in your Synagogues, driving them from town to town;
35So that on youmay come all the blood of the upright on the earth, from the
blood of upright Abel to the blood of Zachariah, son of Barachiah,whomyou
put to death between the Temple and the altar. 36Truly I say to you, All these
things will come on this generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting to
death the prophets, and stoning those who are sent to her! Again and again
would I have taken your children to myself as a bird takes her young ones
underherwings, andyouwouldnot! 38See, yourhouse ismadewaste. 39For
I say to you, Youwill not seeme from this time till you say, A blessing on him
who comes in the name of the Lord.

24
1And Jesus went out of the Temple, and on the way his disciples came to

him, pointing out the buildings of the Temple. 2 But he, answering, said to
them, See you not all these things? truly I say to you that here there will not
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be one stone resting on another, which will not be pulled down. 3Andwhile
hewas seated on theMountain ofOlives, the disciples came to himprivately,
saying, Make clear to us, when will these things be? and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the world? 4 And Jesus said to them
in answer, Take care that you are not tricked. 5 For people will come in my
name, saying, I amtheChrist; andanumberwill be turned fromthe trueway
through them. 6And news will come to you of wars and talk of wars: do not
be troubled, for these things have to be; but it is still not the end. 7For nation
will be moved against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and men will
be without food, and the earth will be shaking in different places; 8 But all
these things are the first of the troubles. 9 Then they will be cruel to you,
and will put you to death: and you will be hated by all nations because of
my name. 10And numbers of people will be turned from the right way, and
will give one another up and have hate for one another. 11 And a number
of false prophets will come, causing error. 12And because wrongdoing will
be increased, the love of most people will become cold. 13 But he who goes
through to the end will get salvation. 14And this good news of the kingdom
will be given through all the world for a witness to all nations; and then the
end will come. 15When, then, you see in the holy place the unclean thing
which makes destruction, of which word was given by Daniel the prophet
(let this be clear to the reader), 16Then let thosewhoare in Judaea go inflight
to the mountains: 17 Let not him who is on the house-top go down to take
anything out of his house: 18And let not himwho is in the field go back to get
his coat. 19 But it will be hard for women who are with child and for those
with babies at the breast in those days. 20And say a prayer that your flight
may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 Because in those days there
will be great sorrow, such as there has not been from the start of the world
till now, or ever will be. 22And if those days had not been made short there
would have been no salvation for any, but because of the saints those days
will be made short. 23 Then if any man says to you, See, here is the Christ,
or, Here; do not put faith in him; 24For there will come up false Christs, and
false prophets, whowill do great signs andwonders; so that if possible even
the saintsmight be tricked. 25See, I havemade it clear to you before it comes
about. 26 If, then, they say to you, See, he is in thewaste land; go not out: See,
he is in the inner rooms; put no faith in it. 27Because as in a thunderstorm
the bright light coming from the east is seen even in the west; so will be the
comingof the Sonofman. 28Wherever thedeadbody is, therewill the eagles
come together. 29But straight away, after the trouble of those days, the sun
will bemadedarkand themoonwillnotgiveher lightand thestarswill come
down from heaven and the powers of heaven will be moved: 30 And then
the sign of the Son of man will be seen in heaven: and then all the nations
of the earth will have sorrow, and they will see the Son of man coming on
the clouds of heavenwith power and great glory. 31And hewill send out his
angelswith a great soundof ahorn, and theywill get his saints together from
the fourwinds, fromone end of heaven to the other. 32Now take an example
from the fig-tree: when her branch has become soft and puts out its leaves,
you are certain that the summer is near; 33 Even so, when you see all these
things, youmay be certain that he is near, even at the doors. 34Truly I say to
you, This generationwill not come toanend till all these things are complete.
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35Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my words will not come to an
end. 36But of that day and hour no one has knowledge, not even the angels
inheaven, or the Son, but the Father only. 37Andaswere thedays ofNoah, so
will be the coming of the Son of man. 38Because as in those days before the
overflowing of the waters, they were feasting and taking wives and getting
married, till thedaywhenNoahwent into theark, 39And theyhadnocare till
the waters came and took them all away; so will be the coming of the Son of
man. 40Then twomenwill be in the field; one is taken, and one let go; 41Two
women will be crushing grain; one is taken, and one let go. 42Be watching,
then! for youhaveno knowledge onwhat day your Lordwill come. 43But be
certain of this, that if themaster of the house had had knowledge of the time
when the thief was coming, he would have been watching, and would not
have let his house be broken into. 44Be ready then; for at a time which you
have no thought of the Son of man will come. 45Who is the true and wise
servant, whom his lord has put over those in his house, to give them their
food at the right time? 46 A blessing on that servant, who will be doing so
when his lord comes. 47 Truly, I say to you, he will put him over all he has.
48But if that evil servant says in his heart, My lord is a long time in coming;
49And is cruel to the other servants, taking his pleasure with those who are
overcome with wine; 50The lord of that servant will come in a day when he
is not looking for him, and in an hour of which he has no knowledge, 51And
will have him cut in two, andwill give himapart in the fate of the false ones:
there will be weeping and cries of sorrow.

25
1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins, the friends of the

bride, who took their lights, and went out with the purpose of meeting the
husband. 2 And five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For the
foolish, when they took their lights, took no oil with them. 4 But the wise
took oil in their vessels with their lights. 5Now the husbandwas a long time
in coming, and they all went to sleep. 6But in themiddle of the night there is
a cry, The husband comes! Go out to him. 7Then all those virgins got up, and
made ready their lights. 8And the foolish said to thewise, Give us of your oil;
for our lights are going out. 9But the wise made answer, saying, There may
not be enough for us and you; it would be better for you to go to the traders
and get oil for yourselves. 10Andwhile theywent to get oil, themaster came;
and those who were ready went in with him to the feast: and the door was
shut. 11After that the other virgins came, saying, Lord, Lord, let us in. 12But
he made answer and said, Truly I say to you, I have no knowledge of you.
13 Keep watch, then, because you are not certain of the day or of the hour.
14For it is as when a man, about to take a journey, got his servants together,
and gave them his property. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one; to everyone as hewas able; and hewent on his journey.
16 Straight away he who had been given the five talents went and did trade
with them, and made five more. 17 In the same way he who had been given
the two got twomore. 18But hewhowas given the onewent away and put it
in ahole in the earth, andkepthis lord'smoney ina secret place. 19Nowafter
a long time the lord of those servants comes, andmakes up his account with
them. 20 And he who had the five talents came with his other five talents,



Matthew 25:21 989 Matthew 26:2

saying, Lord, you gave into my care five talents: see, I have got five more.
21His lord said to him,Well done, good and true servant: you have been true
in a small thing, I will give you control over great things: take your part in
the joy of your lord. 22And he who had the two talents came and said, Lord,
yougave intomycare two talents: see, I have got twomore. 23His lord said to
him,Well done, good and true servant: you have been true in a small thing, I
will give you control over great things: take your part in the joy of your lord.
24And he who had had the one talent came and said, Lord, I had knowledge
that you are a hard man, getting in grain where you have not put seed, and
making profits for which you have done no work: 25And I was in fear, and
went away, and put your talent in the earth: here is what is yours. 26But his
lord in answer said to him, You are a bad and unready servant; if you had
knowledge that I get in grain where I did not put seed, and make profits for
which I have done no work, 27Why, then, did you not put my money in the
bank, and at my coming I would have got back what is mine with interest?
28Take away, then, his talent and give it to himwhohas the ten talents. 29For
to everyonewhohaswill be given, andhewill havemore: but fromhimwho
has not, evenwhat he haswill be taken away. 30Andput out the servantwho
is of no profit into the outer dark: therewill beweeping and cries of sorrow.
31But when the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
thenwill hebe seated inhis glory: 32Andbeforehimall thenationswill come
together; and they will be parted one from another, as the sheep are parted
from the goats by the keeper. 33And he will put the sheep on his right, but
the goats on the left. 34 Then will the King say to those on his right, Come,
you who have the blessing of my Father, into the kingdom made ready for
you before theworldwas: 35For Iwas in need of food, and you gave it tome:
I was in need of drink, and you gave it tome: I waswandering, and you took
me in; 36 I had no clothing, and you gave it tome: when Iwas ill, or in prison,
you came to me. 37Then will the upright make answer to him, saying, Lord,
when did we see you in need of food, and give it to you? or in need of drink,
and give it to you? 38Andwhen did we see you wandering, and take you in?
or without clothing, and give it to you? 39And when did we see you ill, or in
prison, and come to you? 40And the Kingwill make answer and say to them,
Truly I say to you, Becauseyoudid it to the least of thesemybrothers, youdid
it tome. 41Thenwill he say to those on the left, Go fromme, you cursed ones,
into the eternal fire which is ready for the Evil One and his angels: 42 For I
was in need of food, and you gave it not to me; I was in need of drink, and
you gave it not to me: 43 I was wandering, and you took me not in; without
clothing, and you gave me no clothing; ill, and in prison, and you came not
to me. 44Then will they make answer, saying, Lord, when did we see you in
need of food or drink, or wandering, or without clothing, or ill, or in prison,
and did not take care of you? 45 Then will he make answer to them, saying,
Truly I say to you, Because you did it not to the least of these, you did it not to
me. 46And these will go away into eternal punishment; but the upright into
eternal life.

26
1 And when Jesus had come to the end of all these words, he said to his

disciples, 2After twodays is thePassover, and theSonofmanwill be givenup
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to the death of the cross. 3Then the chief priests and the rulers of the people
came together in the house of the high priest, who was named Caiaphas.
4 And they made designs together to take Jesus by some trick, and put him
to death. 5 But they said, Not while the feast is going on, for fear of trouble
among the people. 6Nowwhen Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon
the leper, 7There came to him a woman having a bottle of perfume of great
price, and she put the perfume on his head when he was seated at table.
8 But when the disciples saw it they were angry, saying, To what purpose
is this waste? 9 For we might have got much money for this and given it
to the poor. 10 But Jesus, seeing it, said to them, Why are you troubling the
woman? she has done a kind act to me. 11 For the poor you have ever with
you, butme youhave not for ever. 12For in putting this perfume onmybody,
she did it to make me ready for my last resting-place. 13 Truly I say to you,
Wherever this good news goes out in all the world, what this woman has
done will be talked of in memory of her. 14Then one of the twelve, who was
named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 15 What will you
give me, if I give him up to you? And the price was fixed at thirty bits of
silver. 16And from that time he was watching for a chance to give him into
their hands. 17Now on the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came
to Jesus, saying, Where are we to make ready for you to take the Passover
meal? 18 And he said to them, Go into the town to such a man, and say to
him, TheMaster says,My time is near: Iwill keep the Passover at your house
withmydisciples. 19And thedisciples did as Jesushad said to them; and they
made ready the Passover. 20Nowwhen evening was come, he was seated at
table with the twelve disciples; 21And while they were taking food, he said,
Truly I say to you that one of you will be false to me. 22And they were very
said, and said to him, one by one, Is it I, Lord? 23And he made answer and
said, He who puts his hand into the plate with me, the same will be false to
me. 24 The Son of man goes, even as the Writings say of him: but a curse is
on that man through whom the Son of man is given up; it would have been
well for that man if he had never come into the world. 25 And Judas, who
was false to him, made answer and said, Is it I, Master? He says to him, Yes.
26And when they were taking food, Jesus took bread and, after blessing it,
he gave the broken bread to the disciples and said, Take it; this is my body.
27 And he took a cup and, having given praise, he gave it to them, saying,
28 Take of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the testament, which is given
for men for the forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you that from now I will
not take of this fruit of the vine, till that day when I take it new with you in
my Father's kingdom. 30And after a song of praise to God, they went out to
the Mountain of Olives. 31Then said Jesus to them, All of you will be turned
away fromme this night: for it is said in theWritings, I will put to death the
keeper of the sheep, and the sheep of the flock will be put to flight. 32 But
after I am come back from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee. 33But
Peter made answer and said to him, Though all may be turned away from
you, I will never be turned away. 34 Jesus said to him, Truly I say to you that
this night, before the hour of the cock's cry, youwill say three times that you
have no knowledge ofme. 35Peter says to him, Even if I amput to deathwith
you, I will not be false to you. So said all the disciples. 36 Then comes Jesus
with them to a place namedGethsemane, and says to his disciples, Be seated
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here, while I go over there for prayer. 37And he took with him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee, and became sad and very troubled. 38Then says he to
them, My soul is very sad, even to death: keep watch with me here. 39And
he went forward a little, and falling down on his face in prayer, he said, O
my Father, if it is possible, let this cup go from me; but let not my pleasure,
but yours be done. 40And he comes to the disciples, and sees that they are
sleeping, and says to Peter, What, were you not able to keep watch with me
one hour? 41Keep watch with prayer, so that you may not be put to the test:
the spirit truly is ready, but theflesh is feeble. 42Again, a second timehewent
away, and said in prayer, O my Father, if this may not go from me without
my taking it, let your pleasure be done. 43And he came again and saw them
sleeping, for their eyes were tired. 44 And he went away from them again,
and a third time said the same prayer. 45 Then he comes to the disciples;
and says to them, Go on sleeping now, and take your rest: for the hour is
come, and the Son of man is given into the hands of evil men. 46Up, let us
be going: see, he who gives me up is near. 47And while he was still talking,
Judas, one of the twelve, came, andwith him a band armedwith swords and
sticks, from the chief priests and those in authority over the people. 48Now
the false onehadgiven themasign saying, Theone towhomIgive akiss, that
is he: take him. 49And straight away he came to Jesus and said, Master! and
gave him a kiss. 50And Jesus said to him, Friend, do that for which you have
come. Then they came and put hands on Jesus, and took him. 51And one of
thosewhowerewith Jesus put out his hand, and took out his sword and gave
the servant of the high priest a blow, cutting off his ear. 52Then says Jesus to
him, Put up your sword again into its place: for all thosewho take the sword
will come to death by the sword. 53Does it not seem possible to you that if
I make request to my Father he will even now send me an army of angels?
54But how thenwould theWritings come true, which say that so it has to be?
55 In that hour Jesus said to the people, Have you come out as against a thief
with swords and sticks to take me? I was teaching every day in the Temple
and you took me not. 56 But all this has taken place so that the writings of
the prophetsmight come true. Then all his discipleswent fromhim in flight.
57 And those who had made Jesus prisoner took him away to the house of
Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and those in authority over the
people had come together. 58 But Peter went after him at a distance, to the
house of the high priest, and went in and took his seat with the servants, to
see the end. 59Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were looking for
false witness against Jesus, so that they might put him to death; 60And they
were not able to get it, though a number of false witnesses came. 61But later
there came twowho said, Thisman said, I am able to give the Temple of God
to destruction, and to put it up again in three days. 62And the high priest got
up and said to him, Have you no answer? what is it which these say against
you? 63But Jesus said not a word. And the high priest said to him, I put you
on oath, by the living God, that you will say to us if you are the Christ, the
Son of God. 64 Jesus says to him, You say so: but I say to you, From now you
will see the Son ofman seated at the right hand of power, and coming on the
clouds of heaven. 65 Then the high priest, violently parting his robes, said,
He has said evil against God: what more need have we of witnesses? for
nowhiswords against God have come to your ears: 66What is your opinion?
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They made answer and said, It is right for him to be put to death. 67 Then
they put shame on him, and were cruel to him: and some gave him blows,
saying, 68Be a prophet, O Christ, and saywho gave you a blow! 69Now Peter
was seated in the open square outside the house: and a servant-girl came to
him, saying, You were with Jesus the Galilaean. 70 But he said before them
all that it was false, saying, I have no knowledge of what you say. 71 And
when he had gone out into the doorway, another saw him and says to those
whowere there, Thismanwaswith Jesus theNazarene. 72And again he said
with an oath, I have no knowledge of theman. 73And after a little time those
who were near came and said to Peter, Truly you are one of them; because
your talk iswitness against you. 74Thenwith curses andoathshe said, I have
no knowledge of the man. And straight away there came the cry of a cock.
75And the word of Jesus came back to Peter, when he said, Before the hour
of the cock's cry, youwill say three times that you have no knowledge ofme.
And he went out, weeping bitterly.

27
1 Now when it was morning, all the chief priests and those in authority

took thought together with the purpose of putting Jesus to death. 2And they
put cords on him and took him away, and gave him up to Pilate, the ruler.
3Then Judas, who was false to him, seeing that he was to be put to death, in
his regret took back the thirty bits of silver to the chief priests and those in
authority, 4 Saying, I have done wrong in giving into your hands an upright
man. But they said,What is that to us? it is your business. 5Andhe put down
the silver in the Temple and went out, and put himself to death by hanging.
6And the chief priests took the silver and said, It is not right to put it in the
Temple store for it is thepriceofblood. 7And theymadeadecision togetwith
the silver the potter's field, as a place for the dead of other countries. 8 For
this cause that field was named, The field of blood, to this day. 9 Then came
true that which was said by Jeremiah the prophet, And they took the thirty
bits of silver, thepriceofhimwhowasvaluedby the childrenof Israel; 10And
they gave them for the potter's field, as I had word from the Lord. 11 And
Jesus was before the ruler, who put a question to him, Are you the King of
the Jews? And Jesus said to him, You say so. 12 But when the chief priests
and those in authority made statements against him, he gave no answer.
13 Then says Pilate to him, Do you give no attention to what their witnesses
say against you? 14And he gave him no answer, not even aword: so that the
ruler was greatly surprised. 15Now at the feast it was the way for the ruler
to let free to the people one prisoner, at their selection. 16And they had then
an important prisoner, whose name was Barabbas. 17 So when they came
together, Pilate said to them, Whomwill you have? Barabbas, or Jesus, who
is named Christ? 18 For he saw that for envy they had given him up. 19And
while he was on the judge's seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have nothing
to dowith that uprightman, for I have hadmuch trouble this day in a dream
because of him. 20Nowthe chief priests and those in authority got thepeople
tomakerequest forBarabbas, and for Jesus tobeput todeath. 21But theruler
made answer and said to them,Which of the two is it your pleasure that I let
go free? And they said, Barabbas. 22Pilate says to them, What, then, am I to
do with Jesus, who is named Christ? They all say, Let him be put to death on
the cross. 23 And he said, Why, what evil has he done? But they gave loud
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cries, saying, To the cross with him! 24 So when Pilate saw that he was able
to do nothing, but that trouble was working up, he took water and, washing
his hands before the people, said, The blood of this upright man is not on
my hands: you are responsible. 25And all the peoplemade answer and said,
Let his blood be on us, and on our children. 26Then he let Barabbas go free:
but after having Jesus whipped, he gave him up to be put to death on the
cross. 27 Then the ruler's armed men took Jesus into the open square, and
got all their band together. 28And they took off his clothing, and put on him
a red robe. 29And they made a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and
put a rod in his right hand, and they went down on their knees before him,
andmade sport of him, saying, Long life to the King of the Jews. 30And they
put shame on him, and gave him blows on the head with the rod. 31 And
when they had made sport of him, they took the robe off him, and put his
clothing on him, and took him away to put him on the cross. 32 And while
they were coming out, they saw aman of Cyrene, Simon by name, and they
made him go with them, so that he might take up his cross. 33 And when
they came to the place named Golgotha, that is to say, Dead Man's Head,
34 They gave him wine mixed with bitter drink: and after tasting it, he took
no more. 35And when they had put him on the cross, they made division of
his clothing among them by the decision of chance. 36And they were seated
there watching him. 37And they put up over his head the statement of his
crime inwriting, THIS IS JESUS THEKINGOF THE JEWS. 38Then two thieves
were put on crosses with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 And
thosewhowent by said bitter words to him, shaking their heads and saying,
40Youwhowould give the Temple to destruction and put it up again in three
days, get yourself free: if you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.
41 In the same way, the chief priests, making sport of him, with the scribes
and those in authority, said, 42 A saviour of others, he has no salvation for
himself. If he is the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross,
andwewill have faith inhim. 43Heputhis faith inGod; letGodbehis saviour
now, if he will have him; for he said, I am the Son of God. 44And the thieves
who were on the crosses said evil words to him. 45Now from the sixth hour
it was dark over all the land till the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour
Jesus gave a loud cry, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my
God, why are you turned away from me? 47 And some of those who were
near by, hearing it, said, This man is crying to Elijah. 48 And straight away
one of themwent quickly, and took a sponge, andmade it full of bitter wine,
and put it on a rod and gave him drink. 49And the rest said, Let him be; let
us see if Elijah will come to his help. 50 And Jesus gave another loud cry,
and gave up his spirit. 51 And the curtain of the Temple was parted in two
from end to end; and there was an earth-shock; and the rocks were broken;
52And the resting-places of the dead came open; and the bodies of a number
of sleeping saints came to life; 53Andcomingout of their resting-places, after
he had come again from the dead, they went into the holy town and were
seen by a number of people. 54Now the captain and those who were with
him watching Jesus, when they saw the earth-shock and the things which
were done, were in great fear and said, Truly this was a son of God. 55And
a number of women were there, watching from a distance, who had come
with Jesus from Galilee, waiting on his needs. 56 Among whom was Mary
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Magdalene, andMary, themother of James and Joses, and themother of the
sons of Zebedee. 57 And in the evening, there came a man of wealth from
Arimathaea, Joseph by name, who was a disciple of Jesus: 58This man went
in toPilate, andmadea request for thebodyof Jesus. ThenPilate gaveorders
for it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body, folding it in clean
linen, 60 And put it in the resting-place which had been cut out of the rock
for himself; and after rolling a great stone to the door of it he went away.
61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, seated by the place
of the dead. 62Now on the day after the getting ready of the Passover, the
chief priests and Pharisees came together to Pilate, 63 Saying, Sir, we have
in mind how that false man said, while he was still living, After three days I
will come again from the dead. 64Give orders, then, that the placewhere his
body is may be made safe till the third day, for fear that his disciples come
and takehimaway secretly and say to thepeople, Hehas comeback from the
dead: and the last errorwill beworse than thefirst. 65Pilate said to them,You
have watchmen; go andmake it as safe as you are able. 66So they went, and
made safe the place where his body was, putting a stamp on the stone, and
the watchmenwere with them.

28
1Now late on the Sabbath, when the dawn of the first day of theweekwas

near, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the place where his
bodywas. 2And therewas a great earth-shock; for an angel of the Lord came
down from heaven and, rolling back the stone, took his seat on it. 3His form
was shining like the light, and his clothing was white as snow: 4 And for
fear of him the watchmen were shaking, and became as dead men. 5 And
the angel said to the women, Have no fear: for I see that you are searching
for Jesus, who was put to death on the cross. 6 He is not here, for he has
come to life again, even as he said. Come, see the Lord's resting-place. 7And
go quickly and give his disciples the news that he has come back from the
dead, and is going before you into Galilee; there you will see him, as I have
said to you. 8 And they went away quickly, with fear and great joy, to give
his disciples the news. 9 And on the way, Jesus came to them, saying, Be
glad. And they came and put their hands on his feet, and gave himworship.
10 Then said Jesus to them, Have no fear: go and give word to my brothers
to go into Galilee, and there theywill seeme. 11Now, while they were going,
someof thewatchmen came into the townand gavenews to the chief priests
of all the thingswhich had taken place. 12Andwhen they had come together
with those in authority, andhadmade their decision, they gavemuchmoney
to the watchmen, saying, 13 Say, His disciples came by night and took him
away secretlywhilewewere sleeping. 14And if this comes to the ruler's ears,
wewill see that hedoesnotmakeyou responsible. 15So they took themoney,
and did as they had been ordered: and this account has been current among
the Jews till the present time. 16 But the eleven disciples went into Galilee,
to themountainwhere Jesus had given them orders to go. 17Andwhen they
saw him they gave himworship: but somewere in doubt. 18And Jesus came
to themand said, All authority has been given tome in heaven and on earth.
19Go then, andmake disciples of all the nations, giving them baptism in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of theHoly Spirit: 20Teaching them to
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keep all the rules which I have given you: and see, I am ever with you, even
to the end of the world.
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The Good News According to
Mark

1 The first words of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 Even
as it is said in the book of Isaiah the prophet, See, I send my servant before
your face, who will make ready your way; 3 The voice of one crying in the
waste land, Make ready the way of the Lord, make his roads straight; 4 John
came, and gave baptism in the waste land, preaching baptism as a sign of
forgiveness of sin for those whose hearts were changed. 5 And there went
out to himall the people of Judaea, and all those of Jerusalem, and theywere
given baptism by him in the river Jordan, saying that they were sinners.
6And John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather band about him; and
his foodwas locusts andhoney. 7Andhe said to themall, There is one coming
after me who is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough to undo.
8 I have given you baptismwith water, but he will give you baptismwith the
Holy Spirit. 9And it cameabout in thosedays, that Jesus came fromNazareth
ofGalilee, andwasgivenbaptismby John in the Jordan. 10Andstraight away,
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens broken open and the Spirit
coming down on him as a dove: 11And a voice came out of heaven, You are
my dearly loved Son, withwhom I amwell pleased. 12And straight away the
Spirit sent him out into the waste land. 13And he was in the waste land for
forty days, being tested by Satan; and hewaswith the beasts; and the angels
took care of him. 14Now after John had been put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the good news of God, 15And saying, The time has come,
and the kingdomof God is near: let your hearts be turned from sin and have
faith in the good news. 16 And going by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon,
and Andrew, the brother of Simon, putting a net into the sea: for they were
fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, Come after me, and I will make you
fishersofmen. 18And theywent straight fromtheirnets, andcameafterhim.
19Andgoingona little farther, he saw James, the sonof Zebedee, and Johnhis
brother, whowere in their boat stitching up their nets. 20And he said, Come
after me: and they went away from their father Zebedee, who was in the
boatwith the servants, and cameafter him. 21And they came toCapernaum;
and on the Sabbath he went into the Synagogue and gave teaching. 22And
they were full of wonder at his teaching, because he gave it as one having
authority, and not like the scribes. 23 And there was in their Synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit; and he gave a cry, 24 Saying, What have we to
do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you come to put an end to us? I see
well who you are, the Holy One of God. 25And Jesus said to him sharply, Be
quiet, and come out of him. 26And the unclean spirit, shaking him violently,
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they were all greatly
surprised, so that they put questions to one another, saying, What is this?
a new teaching! with authority he gives orders even to the unclean spirits,
and they do what he says. 28And news of himwent out quickly everywhere
into all parts of Galilee round about. 29 And when they came out of the
Synagogue, they went into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. 30Now Simon's wife's mother was ill, with a burning heat; and they
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gave him word of her: 31And he came and took her by the hand, lifting her
up; and she becamewell, and took care of their needs. 32And in the evening,
at sundown, they took to him all whowere diseased, and thosewho had evil
spirits. 33And all the town had come together at the door. 34And a number,
who were ill with different diseases, he made well, and sent out evil spirits;
but he did not let the evil spirits say anything, because they had knowledge
of him. 35 And in the morning, a long time before daylight, he got up and
went out to a quiet place, and there he gave himself up to prayer. 36 And
Simonand thosewhowerewithhimcameafterhim. 37Andwhen they came
up with him, they said to him, Everyone is looking for you. 38 And he said
to them, Let us go to other parts into the nearest towns, so that I may give
teaching there, because for this purpose I came. 39 And he went into their
Synagogues in every part of Galilee, preaching and driving out evil spirits.
40And a leper came to himand, going downonhis knees before him,made a
request, saying, If it is your pleasure, you have the power tomakeme clean.
41 And being moved with pity, he put out his hand, and touching him said
to him, It is my pleasure; be made clean. 42 And straight away the disease
went from him, and he was made clean. 43And he sent him away, saying to
him very sharply, 44 See that you say nothing to any man: but go and let the
priest see you, andmake yourself clean by an offering of the things ordered
byMoses, for awitness to them. 45Buthewentout, andmade it public, giving
an account of it everywhere, so that Jesus was no longer able to go openly
into a town, but was outside in the waste land; and they came to him from
every part.

2
1Andwhenhecame intoCapernaumagainafter somedays, thenewswent

about that he was in the house. 2And a great number had come together, so
that therewas no longer room for them, no, not even about the door: and he
gave them teaching. 3And fourmen came to himwith one on a bedwho had
no power of moving. 4Andwhen they were unable to get near him because
of all the people, they got the roof uncovered where he was: and when it
was broken up, they let down the bed on which the man was. 5And Jesus,
seeing their faith, said to him, Son, you have forgiveness for your sins. 6But
therewere certain of the scribes seated there, and reasoning in their hearts,
7Whydoes thisman say such things? he has no respect for God: fromwhom
does forgiveness comebut fromGod only? 8And Jesus, having knowledge in
his spirit of their thoughts, said to them,Why are you reasoning about these
things in your hearts? 9Which is the simpler, to say to a man who is ill, You
have forgiveness for your sins, or, Get up, take up your bed, and go? 10 But
so that youmay see that the Son of man has authority for the forgiveness of
sins on earth, (he said to the man,) 11 I say to you, Get up, take up your bed,
and go to your house. 12And he got up, and straight away took up the bed
and went out before them all, so that they were all full of wonder, and gave
glory to God, saying, We have never seen anything like this. 13And he went
out again by the seaside; and all the people came to him, and he gave them
teaching. 14And when he went by, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus, seated
at the placewhere taxeswere taken, and he said to him, Comewithme. And
he got up, and went with him. 15 And it came about that he was seated at
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meat in his house, and a number of tax-farmers and sinners were at table
with Jesus andhis disciples: for therewerea greatnumberof them, and they
came after him. 16And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he
was taking food with the tax-farmers and sinners, said to his disciples, Why
does he take food and drink with such men? 17 And Jesus, hearing it, said
to them, Those who are well have no need of a medical man, but those who
are ill: I have come not to get the upright but sinners. 18And John's disciples
and the Pharisees were taking no food: and they came and said to him,Why
do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees go without food, but
your disciples do not? 19And Jesus said to them,Will the friends of a newly-
married man go without food while he is with them? as long as they have
himwith them theywill not gowithout food. 20But the dayswill comewhen
the husband will be taken away from them, and then they will go without
food. 21Noman puts a bit of new cloth on an old coat: or the new, by pulling
away from the old, makes a worse hole. 22And no man puts new wine into
old wine-skins: or the skins will be burst by the wine, and the wine and the
skinswill bewasted: but newwine has to be put into newwine-skins. 23And
it came about that on the Sabbath day hewas going through the grain-fields;
and while they were walking, his disciples took the heads of grain. 24 And
the Pharisees said to him, Why are they doing what it is not right to do on
the Sabbath? 25And he said to them, Have you no knowledge of what David
did, when he had need and was without food, he, and those who were with
him? 26How he went into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest,
and took for food theholybread,whichonly thepriestsmay take, andgave it
to those whowerewith him? 27And he said to them, The Sabbathwasmade
for man, and not man for the Sabbath; 28So that the Son of man is lord even
of the Sabbath.

3
1Andhewent again into the Synagogue; and therewas aman therewhose

hand was dead. 2And they were watching him to see if he would make him
well on the Sabbath day, so that they might have something against him.
3And he said to theman, Get up and come forward. 4And he said to them, Is
it right to do good on the Sabbath or to do evil? to give life or to put to death?
But they said nothing. 5And looking round on them hewas angry, being sad
because of their hard hearts; and he said to theman, Put out your hand. And
he put it out, and his hand was made well. 6 And the Pharisees went out,
and straight away made designs with the Herodians about how they might
put him to death. 7 And Jesus went away with his disciples to the sea, and
a great number from Galilee came after him: and from Judaea, 8And from
Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and the other side of Jordan, and the country
about Tyre and Sidon, a great number, hearing what great things he did,
came to him. 9 And he made a request to his disciples to have a little boat
ready for him, so that he might not be crushed by the people; 10 For he had
madesuchagreatnumberwell that all thosewhowerediseasedwere falling
downbeforehim for thepurposeof touchinghim. 11And theunclean spirits,
whenever they sawhim, went down before him, crying out, and saying, You
are the Son of God. 12 And he gave them special orders not to say who he
was. 13And he went up into the mountain, and sent for those whom it was
his pleasure to have with him: and they went to him. 14And he took twelve
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to be with him, so that he might send them out as preachers, 15 And give
them the power of driving out evil spirits: 16 To Simon he gave the second
name of Peter; 17 And to James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the brother
of James, he gave the second name of Boanerges, which is, Sons of thunder:
18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James, the sonofAlphaeus, andThaddaeus, andSimontheZealot; 19And
Judas Iscariot, who was false to him. 20And he went into a house. And the
people came together again, so that they were not even able to take bread.
21And when his friends had news of it, they went out to get him, saying, He
is off his head. 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem, said, He
has Beelzebub, and, By the ruler of evil spirits he sends evil spirits out of
men. 23And turning to them, he said to them in the form of a story, How is
it possible for Satan to put out Satan? 24 If there is division in a kingdom,
that kingdomwill come to destruction; 25And if there is division in a house,
that house will come to destruction; 26 And if Satan is at war with himself,
and there is division in him, he will not keep his place but will come to an
end. 27 But no one is able to go into the house of the strong man and take
his goods, without first putting cords round the strongman, and thenhewill
take his goods. 28 Truly, I say to you, The sons of men will have forgiveness
for all their sins and for all the evil words they say: 29But whoever says evil
things against theHoly Spiritwill never have forgiveness, but the evil he has
donewill bewithhimforever: 30Because they said,Hehasanunclean spirit.
31 And his mother and brothers came and were outside, and sent for him,
requesting to see him. 32And a great number were seated round him; and
they said to him, See, yourmother and your brothers are outside looking for
you. 33And he said in answer, Who aremymother andmy brothers? 34And
looking round at those whowere seated about him, he said, See, mymother
and my brothers! 35Whoever does God's pleasure, the same is my brother,
and sister, andmother.

4
1And again he was teaching by the seaside. And a very great number of

people had come to him, so that he got into a boat on the sea and took his
seat; and all the people were on the land by the seaside. 2And he gave them
teaching about a number of things in the form of stories, and said to them in
his teaching, Give ear: 3Amanwent out to put seed in the earth: 4Andwhile
he was doing it, some was dropped by the wayside, and the birds came and
took it for food. 5And somewent on the stones, where it hadnotmuch earth;
and it came up straight away, because the earth was not deep: 6And when
the sun was high, it was burned; and because it had no root, it became dry
and dead. 7And some went among the thorns, and the thorns came up, and
it had no room for growth and gave no fruit. 8 And some, falling on good
earth, gave fruit, coming up and increasing, and giving thirty, sixty, and a
hundred times as much. 9 And he said to them, Whoever has ears, let him
give ear. 10Andwhenhewas byhimself, thosewhowere roundhimwith the
twelve put questions to him about the purpose of the stories. 11And he said
to them, To you is given the secret of the kingdom of God, but to those who
are outside, all things are given in the form of stories; 12 So that seeing they
may see, and it will not be clear to them; and hearing it, they will not get the
sense; for fear that they may be turned again to me and have forgiveness.
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13 And he said to them, If you are not clear about this story, how will you
be clear about the others? 14 The seed is the word. 15 And these are they
by the wayside, where the word is planted; and when they have given ear,
the Evil One comes straight away and takes away the word which has been
planted in them. 16And in the same way, these are they who are planted on
the stones, who, when the word has come to their ears, straight away take it
with joy; 17And they have no root in themselves, but go on for a time; then,
when trouble comes or pain, because of the word, they quickly become full
of doubts. 18And others are those planted among the thorns; these are they
who have given ear to the word, 19And the cares of this life, and the deceits
of wealth, and the desire for other things coming in, put a stop to the growth
of the word, and it gives no fruit. 20 And these are they who were planted
on the good earth; such as give ear to the word, and take it into their hearts,
and give fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundred times as much. 21And he said
to them, When the light comes in, do people put it under a vessel, or under
the bed, and not on its table? 22 There is nothing covered which will not be
seen openly, and nothing has beenmade secret whichwill not come to light.
23 If anymanhas ears, let himgive ear. 24Andhe said to them, Take carewhat
you give ear to: in the samemeasure as you give you will get, andmore will
begiven toyou. 25Hewhohas, tohimwill begiven: andhewhohasnot, from
himwill be takeneven thatwhichhehas. 26Andhe said, Such is thekingdom
ofGod, as if amanput seed in theearth, 27Andwent to sleepandgotup, night
and day, and the seed came to growth, though he had no idea how. 28 The
earth gives fruit by herself; first the leaf, then the head, then the full grain.
29Butwhen the grain is ready, he quickly sendsmen to get it cut, because the
time for cutting has come. 30And he said, What picture may we give of the
kingdomof God, orwithwhat storymaywemake it clear? 31 It is like a grain
of mustard seed, which, when it is put in the earth, is smaller than all the
seeds on the earth, 32But when it is planted, it comes up, and becomes taller
than all the plants, and puts out great branches, so that the birds of heaven
areable to take rest in its shade. 33Andwithanumberof such storieshe gave
themhis teaching, as theywere able to take it: 34Andwithout a story he said
nothing to them: butprivately tohis discipleshemadeall things clear. 35And
on that day, when the evening had come, he said to them, Let us go over to
the other side. 36And going away from the people, they took himwith them,
as he was, in the boat. And other boats were with him. 37And a great storm
ofwind cameup, and thewaves came into the boat, so that the boatwasnow
becoming full. 38And he himself was in the back of the boat, sleeping on the
cushion: and they, awaking him, said,Master, is it nothing to you thatwe are
in danger of destruction? 39And he came out of his sleep, and gave strong
orders to the wind, and said to the sea, Peace, be at rest. And the wind went
down, and there was a great calm. 40And he said to them, Why are you full
of fear? have you still no faith? 41And their fearwas great, and they said one
to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea do his orders?

5
1 And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the

Gerasenes. 2Andwhen he had got out of the boat, straight away there came
to him from the place of the dead a man with an unclean spirit. 3He was
living in the place of the dead: and no man was able to keep him down, no,



Mark 5:4 1001 Mark 5:34

not with a chain; 4 Because he had frequently been prisoned in chains and
iron bands, and the chains had been parted and the bands broken by him:
and nomanwas strong enough tomake him quiet. 5And all the time, by day
and by night, in the place of the dead, and in the mountains, he was crying
out and cutting himself with stones. 6And when he saw Jesus from far off,
he went quickly to him and gave him worship; 7And crying out with a loud
voice he said, What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
In God's name, do not be cruel to me. 8 For Jesus had said to him, Come out
of the man, you unclean spirit. 9 And Jesus said, What is your name? And
he made answer, My name is Legion, because there are a great number of
us. 10And he made strong prayers to him not to send them away out of the
country. 11Now on the mountain side there was a great herd of pigs getting
their food. 12And they said to him, Send us into the pigs, so that we may go
into them. 13 And he let them do it. And the unclean spirits came out and
went into the pigs; and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into the
sea, about two thousand of them; and they came to their death in the sea.
14And their keeperswent running and gave an account of it in the town and
in the country. And people came to see what had taken place. 15 And they
came to Jesus, and saw the man in whom had been the evil spirits seated,
clothedandwith full use ofhis senses, and theywere full of fear. 16And those
who had seen it gave them an account of what had been done to him who
had the evil spirits, and of the fate of the pigs. 17And they made a request
to him to go out of their country. 18And when he was getting into the boat,
the man in whom had been the evil spirits had a great desire to come with
him. 19And he would not let him, but said to him, Go to your house, to your
friends, and give them news of the great things the Lord has done for you,
and how he hadmercy on you. 20And he went on his way, andmade public
in the country of Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him: and
all men were full of wonder. 21And when Jesus had gone over again in the
boat to the other side, a great number of people came to him: and hewas by
the sea. 22And one of the rulers of the Synagogue, Jairus by name, came, and
seeinghim,wentdownathis feet, 23Andmade strongprayers tohim, saying,
My little daughter is near to death: it is my prayer that you will come and
put your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and have life. 24And
he went with him; and a great number of people went after him, and came
round him. 25And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years,
26And had undergone much at the hands of a number of medical men, and
had given all she had, and was no better, but even worse, 27When she had
newsof the thingswhich Jesusdid,wentamong thepeople comingafterhim,
and put her hand on his robe. 28 For she said, If I may only put my hand on
his robe, I will be made well. 29And straight away the fountain of her blood
was stopped, and shehada feeling inherbody that her diseasehadgoneand
shewaswell. 30And straight away Jesuswas conscious that power had gone
out of him; and, turning to the people, he said, Who was touching my robe?
31And his disciples said to him, You see the people round you on every side,
and you say, Who was touching me? 32And on his looking round to see her
whohaddone this thing, 33Thewoman, shakingwith fear, conscious ofwhat
had been done to her, came and, falling on her face before him, gave him a
true account of everything. 34 And he said to her, Daughter, your faith has
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made you well; go in peace, and be free from your disease. 35And while he
was still talking, they came from the ruler of the Synagogue's house, saying,
Your daughter is dead: why are you still troubling the Master? 36But Jesus,
givingnoattention to theirwords, said to therulerof theSynagogue,Haveno
fear, only have faith. 37And he did not let anyone come with him, but Peter
and James and John, the brother of James. 38 And they came to the house
of the ruler of the Synagogue; and he saw people running this way and that,
andweeping and crying loudly. 39Andwhenhehad gone in, he said to them,
Why are you making such a noise and weeping? The child is not dead, but
sleeping. 40And theywere laughing at him. But he, having sent them all out,
took the father of the child and her mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was. 41And taking her by the hand, he said to
her, Talitha cumi, which is, My child, I say to you, Get up. 42And the young
girl got up straight away, andwaswalking about; she being twelve years old.
And they were overcome with wonder. 43And he gave them special orders
that they were not to say anything of this; and he said that some foodwas to
be given to her.

6
1 And he went away from there, and came into his country; and his

disciples went with him. 2 And when the Sabbath day had come, he was
teaching in the Synagogue; and a number of people hearing him were
surprised, saying, From where did this man get these things? and, What
is the wisdom given to this man, and what are these works of power done
by his hands? 3 Is not this the woodworker, the son of Mary, and brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? and are not his sisters here with
us? And they were bitter against him. 4And Jesus said to them, A prophet is
nowhere without honour, but in his country, and among his relations, and
in his family. 5And he was unable to do any work of power there, but only
to put his hands on one or two persons who were ill, and make them well.
6Andhewas greatly surprisedbecause theyhadno faith. Andhewent about
the country places teaching. 7 And he gave orders to the twelve, and sent
them out two by two; and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits;
8 And he said that they were to take nothing for their journey, but a stick
only; no bread, no bag, no money in their pockets; 9 They were to go with
common shoes on their feet, and not to take two coats. 10 And he said to
them, Wherever you go into a house, make that your resting-place till you
go away. 11And whatever place will not take you in and will not give ear to
you, when you go away, put off the dust from your feet as a witness against
them. 12 And they went out, preaching the need for a change of heart in
men. 13 And they sent out a number of evil spirits, and put oil on a great
number who were ill, and made them well. 14And king Herod had news of
him, becausehis namewason the lips of all; andhe said, John theBaptist has
come back from the dead, and for this reason these powers are working in
him. 15But others said, It is Elijah. And others said, It is a prophet, even like
one of the prophets. 16But Herod, when he had news of it, said, John, whom
I put to death, has come back from the dead. 17 For Herod himself had sent
menout to take John andput him in prison, because ofHerodias, his brother
Philip's wife, whom he had taken for himself. 18 For John said to Herod, It
is wrong for you to have your brother's wife. 19 And Herodias was bitter
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against him, desiring to put him to death; but she was not able; 20For Herod
was in fear of John, being conscious that he was an upright and holy man,
and kept him safe. Andhearing him, hewasmuch troubled; and he gave ear
to him gladly. 21 And the chance came when Herod on his birthday gave a
feast to his lords, and the high captains, and the chief men of Galilee; 22And
when the daughter of Herodias herself came in and did a dance, Herod and
thosewhowere at tablewithhimwerepleasedwithher; and the king said to
the girl, Make a request for anything and I will give it you. 23And he took an
oath, saying to her, Whatever is your desire I will give it to you, even half of
mykingdom. 24And shewent out and said tohermother,What ismy request
to be? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 25And she came in quickly
to the king, and said, My desire is that you give me straight away on a plate
the head of John the Baptist. 26And the kingwas very sad; but because of his
oaths, and those who were with him at table, he would not say 'No' to her.
27And straight away the king sent out one of his armed men, and gave him
an order to come back with the head: and he went and took off John's head
in prison, 28And came back with the head on a plate, and gave it to the girl;
and the girl gave it to her mother. 29And when his disciples had news of it,
they came and took up his body, and put it in its last resting-place. 30 And
the twelve came together to Jesus; and they gave him an account of all the
things they had done, and all they had been teaching. 31Andhe said to them,
Comeawayby yourselves to a quiet place, and take a rest for a time. Because
there were a great number coming and going, and they had no time even
for food. 32And they went away in the boat to a waste place by themselves.
33And the people saw themgoing, and anumber of them, having knowledge
who theywere, went running there together on foot from all the towns, and
got there before them. 34 And he got out, and saw a great mass of people,
and he had pity on them, because they were like sheep without a keeper:
and he gave them teaching about a number of things. 35 And at the end of
the day, his disciples came to him and said, This place is waste land, and it
is late: 36 Send them away, so that they may go into the country and small
towns round about, and get some food for themselves. 37But he said to them
in answer, Give them food yourselves. And they said to him, Are we to go
and get bread for two hundred pence, and give it to them? 38 And he said
to them, Howmuch bread have you? go and see. And when they had seen,
they said, Five cakes of bread and two fishes. 39 And he made them all be
seated in groups on the green grass. 40And they were placed in groups, by
hundreds and by fifties. 41And he took the five cakes of bread and the two
fishes and, looking up to heaven, he said words of blessing over them; and
when the cakes were broken, he gave them to the disciples to put before the
people; and he made division of the two fishes among them all. 42And they
all took of the food and had enough. 43And they took up twelve baskets full
of the broken bits and of the fishes. 44And thosewho took of the breadwere
five thousand men. 45And straight away he made his disciples get into the
boat, and go before him to the other side to Beth-saida, while he himself sent
the people away. 46 And after he had sent them away, he went up into a
mountain for prayer. 47 And by evening, the boat was in the middle of the
sea, and he by himself on the land. 48 And seeing that they had trouble in
getting their boat through the water, because the wind was against them,
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about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea;
and he would have gone past them; 49But they, when they saw himwalking
on the sea, took him for a spirit, and gave a loud cry: 50For they all saw him,
andwere troubled. But straight awayhe said to them, Takeheart, it is I, have
no fear. 51And he went to them into the boat, and the wind went down, and
theywere full of wonder in themselves; 52For it was not clear to them about
the bread; but their hearts were hard. 53 And when they had gone across,
they came to Gennesaret, and got their boat to land. 54And when they had
got out of the boat, the people quickly had news of him, 55Andwent running
through all the country round about, and took on their beds thosewhowere
ill, to where it was said that he was. 56 And wherever he went, into small
towns, or great towns, or into the country, they took those who were ill into
the market-places, requesting him that they might put their hands even on
the edge of his robe: and all those who did so weremade well.

7
1And there came together to him the Pharisees and certain of the scribes

whohadcome fromJerusalem, 2Andhad seen that someofhis disciples took
theirbreadwithunclean, that is, unwashed, hands. 3NowthePharisees, and
all the Jews, donot take foodwithoutwashing theirhandswith care, keeping
the old rule which has been handed down to them: 4And when they come
from the market-place, they take no food till their hands are washed; and a
number of other orders there are, which have beenhanded down to them to
keep—washings of cups and pots and brass vessels. 5And the Pharisees and
the scribes put the question to him,Why do your disciples not keep the rules
of the fathers, but take theirbreadwithunwashedhands? 6Andhesaid,Well
did Isaiah say of you, you false ones: These people givemehonourwith their
lips, but their heart is far fromme. 7But theirworship is tonopurpose,while
they give as their teaching the rules ofmen. 8For, turning away from the law
ofGod, youkeep the rules ofmen. 9Andhe said to them, Trulyyouputonone
side the law of God, so that youmay keep the rules which have been handed
down to you. 10ForMoses said, Give honour to your father andmother, and,
He who says evil of father or mother, let him have the punishment of death:
11 But you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by which you
might have had profit fromme is Corban, that is to say, Given to God, 12You
no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother; 13 Making the
word of God of no effect by your rule, which you have given: and a number
of other such things you do. 14 And turning to the people again, he said to
them, Give ear to me all of you, and let mywords be clear to you: 15There is
nothing outside themanwhich, going into him, is able tomakehimunclean:
but the things which come out of the man are those which make the man
unclean. 16 [] 17 And when he had gone into the house away from all the
people, his disciples put questions to him about the saying. 18 And he said
to them, Have even you so little wisdom? Do you not see that whatever goes
into a man from outside is not able to make him unclean, 19Because it goes
not into the heart but into the stomach, and goes outwith thewaste? He said
this, making all food clean. 20And he said, Thatwhich comes out of theman,
thatmakes theman unclean. 21Because from inside, from the heart of men,
come evil thoughts and unclean pleasures, 22The taking of goods and of life,
broken faith between husband and wife, the desire of wealth, wrongdoing,



Mark 7:23 1005 Mark 8:14

deceit, sins of the flesh, an evil eye, angry words, pride, foolish acts: 23 All
these evil things come from inside, and make the man unclean. 24 And he
went away from there to the country of Tyre and Sidon. And he went into
a house, desiring that no man might have knowledge of it: and he was not
able to keep it secret. 25But a woman, whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit, having had news of him, came straight away and went down at his
feet. 26Now the woman was a Greek, a Syro-phoenician by birth: and she
made a request to him that hewould send the evil spirit out of her daughter.
27And he said to her, Let the children first have their food: for it is not right
to take the children's bread and give it to the dogs. 28 But she said to him
in answer, Yes, Lord: even the dogs under the table take the bits dropped
by the children. 29And he said to her, For this saying go your way; the evil
spirit has gone out of your daughter. 30And shewent away to her house, and
saw the child on the bed, and the evil spirit gone out. 31And again he went
out from Tyre, and came through Sidon to the sea of Galilee, through the
country of Decapolis. 32And they came to him with one who had no power
of hearing and had trouble in talking; and theymade a request to him to put
his hands on him. 33And he took him on one side from the people privately,
and put his fingers into his ears, and he put water from his mouth on the
man's tongue with his finger; 34 And looking up to heaven, he took a deep
breath, and said to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be open. 35And his ears became
open, and the band of his tongue was made loose, and his words became
clear. 36 And he gave them orders not to give news of it to anyone; but the
more he made this request, so much the more they made it public. 37 And
they were overcome with wonder, saying, He has done all things well: he
even gives back the power of hearing and the power of talking to those who
have been without them.

8
1 In those days again, when there was a great mass of people and they

had no food, he made his disciples come to him and said to them, 2 I have
pity for these people because they have been with me now three days, and
have no food; 3 If I send them away to their houseswith no food, theywill be
overcome by weariness on the way; and some of them have come from far.
4Andhis disciples said in answer, Howwill it be possible to get enoughbread
for these men here in a waste place? 5And he put the question, How much
bread have you? And they said, Seven cakes. 6And he made the people be
seated on the earth: and he took the seven cakes and, having given praise,
he gave the broken bread to his disciples to put before them; and they put it
before the people. 7And they had some small fishes; and blessing them he
had them put before the people in the same way. 8And they took the food,
andhadenough; and they tookup sevenbaskets full of thebrokenbits. 9And
there were about four thousand people: and he sent them away. 10And he
got into the boat with his disciples straight away, and came into the country
of Dalmanutha. 11 And the Pharisees came out and put questions to him,
requesting from him a sign from heaven, testing him. 12 And he was very
sad in spirit, and said, Why is this generation looking for a sign? truly, I say
to you, No sign will be given to this generation. 13And he went away from
them, and again got into the boat and went across to the other side. 14And
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they had taken no thought to get bread; and they had only one cake of bread
with them in the boat. 15And he said to them, Take care to be on the watch
against the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. 16And they said
to one another,Wehavenobread. 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to them,Why
are you reasoning among yourselves because you have no bread? do you
still not see, and is it still not clear to you? are your hearts so hard? 18Having
eyes, do you not see? and having ears, have you no hearing? and have you
nomemory? 19When Imade a division of the five cakes of bread among the
five thousand, what number of baskets full of broken bits did you take up?
They said to him, Twelve. 20And when the seven among the four thousand,
what number of baskets full of broken bits did you take up? And they said
to him, Seven. 21And he said to them, Is it still not clear to you? 22And they
came to Beth-saida. And they took a blindman to him, requesting him to put
his hands on him. 23And he took the blind man by the hand, and went with
himout of the town; andwhenhe had putwater fromhismouth on his eyes,
and put his hands on him, he said, Do you see anything? 24And looking up,
he said, I see men; I see them like trees, walking. 25 Then again he put his
hands on his eyes; and looking hard, he was able to see, and saw all things
clearly. 26And he sent him away to his house, saying, Do not even go into the
town. 27 And Jesus went out, with his disciples, into the little towns round
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he put a question to his disciples, saying,
Who do men say that I am? 28And they made answer, John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; but others, One of the prophets. 29And he said to them, But
who do you say I am? Peter said in answer, You are the Christ. 30And he put
themunder orders not to say this of him to anyone. 31And teaching them, he
said that the Sonofmanwouldhave toundergomuch, andbehatedby those
in authority, and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be put to death, and
after three days come back from the dead. 32And he said this openly. And
Peter took him, and was protesting. 33But he, turning about, and seeing his
disciples, said sharply to Peter, Get out ofmyway, Satan: for yourmind is not
on the things of God, but on the things of men. 34And turning to the mass of
people with his disciples, he said to them, If anyman has the desire to come
after me, let him give up all other desires, and take up his cross and come
afterme. 35Whoeverhas adesire tokeephis life,will have it taken fromhim;
andwhoever gives up his life because ofme and the good news, will keep it.
36Whatprofithasaman ifhegets all theworldwith the loss ofhis life? 37And
what would aman give in exchange for his life? 38Whoever has a feeling of
shamebecause ofme andmywords in this false and evil generation, the Son
of man will have a feeling of shame because of him, when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.

9
1Andhesaid to them,Truly I say toyou, Thereare someherewhowill have

no taste of death till they see the kingdom of God come with power. 2 And
after six days Jesus tookwith himPeter and James and John, andmade them
go up with him into a high mountain by themselves: and he was changed
in form before them: 3And his clothing became shining, very white, as no
cleaner on earth would make it. 4And there came before them Elijah with
Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, Master,
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it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tents; one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah. 6Because he was not certain what to say, for
they were in great fear. 7 And a cloud came over them; and a voice came
out of the cloud, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, give ear to him. 8And
suddenly looking round about, they saw no one any longer, but Jesus only
with themselves. 9And while they were coming down from the mountain,
he gave themorders not to giveword to anymanof the things they had seen,
till the Sonofmanhad comeback from thedead. 10And they kept the saying,
questioning among themselves what the coming back from the dead might
be. 11 And they put a question to him, saying, Why do the scribes say that
Elijah has to come first? 12And he said to them, Truly, Elijah does come first,
and puts all things in order; and how is it said in the Writings that the Son
of man will go through much sorrow and be made as nothing? 13 But I say
to you that Elijah has come, and they have done to himwhatever they were
pleased to do, even as the Writings say about him. 14And when they came
to the disciples, they saw a great mass of people about them, and scribes
questioning them. 15And straight away all the people, when they saw him,
were full of wonder, and running to him, gave him worship. 16And he said,
What are you questioning them about? 17 And one of the number said to
him in answer, Master, I came to you with my son, who has in him a spirit
which takes away his power of talking; 18Andwherever it takes him, it puts
him down violently, streaming at the lips and twisted with pain; and his
strength goes from him; and I made a request to your disciples to send it
out, and they were not able. 19And he said to them in answer, O generation
without faith, how long will I have to be with you? how long will I put up
with you? let him come to me. 20 And they took him to him: and when he
saw him, the spirit in him straight away became violent; and he went down
on theearth, rollingaboutandstreamingat the lips. 21And Jesusquestioning
the father said, How long has he been like this? And he said, From a child.
22 And frequently it has sent him into the fire and into the water, for his
destruction; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us, and give us
help. 23And Jesus said to him, If you are able! All things are possible to him
who has faith. 24 Straight away the father of the child gave a cry, saying, I
have faith; make my feeble faith stronger. 25 And when Jesus saw that the
people came running together, he gave orders to the unclean spirit, saying
to him, You, spirit, who are the cause of his loss of voice and hearing, I say to
you, come out of him, and never again go into him. 26And after crying out
and shaking him violently, it came out: and the child became like one dead;
so thatmost of themsaid,He isdead. 27But Jesus tookhimby thehand, lifting
him up; and he got up. 28Andwhen he had gone into the house, his disciples
said to him privately, Why were we unable to send it out? 29And he said to
them, Nothing will make this sort come out but prayer. 30And theywent out
from there, through Galilee; and it was his desire that no man might have
knowledge of it; 31 For he was giving his disciples teaching, and saying to
them, The Son of man is given up into the hands of men, and they will put
him to death; and when he is dead, after three days he will come back from
the dead. 32 But the saying was not clear to them, and they were in fear of
questioning him about it. 33 And they came to Capernaum: and when he
was in the house, he put the question to them,What were you talking about
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on the way? 34 But they said nothing: because they had had an argument
between themselves on the way, about whowas the greatest. 35And seating
himself, he made the twelve come to him; and he said to them, If any man
has thedesire to befirst, hewill be last of all and servant of all. 36Andhe took
a little child, and put him in themiddle of them; and taking him in his arms,
he said to them, 37Whoever will give honour to one such little child in my
name, gives honour to me: and whoever gives honour to me, gives honour
not to me, but to him who sent me. 38 John said to him, Master, we saw one
driving out evil spirits in your name: andwe said that hemight not, because
he is not one of us. 39But Jesus said, Say not so: for there is nomanwhowill
do a great work in my name, and be able at the same time to say evil of me.
40He who is not against us is for us. 41Whoever gives you a cup of water,
because you are Christ's, truly I say to you, he will in no way be without his
reward. 42And whoever is a cause of trouble to one of these little ones who
have faith in me, it would be better for him if a great stone was put round
his neck and he was dropped into the sea. 43And if your hand is a cause of
trouble to you, let it be cut off; it is better for you to go into lifewith one hand
than to have two hands and go into hell, into the eternal fire. 44 [] 45And if
your foot is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off: it is better for you to
go into life with one foot than to have two feet and go into hell. 46 [] 47And
if your eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out: it is better for you to go
into the kingdom of God with one eye than, having two eyes, to go into hell,
48Where their worm is ever living and the fire is not put out. 49 Everyone
will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if the taste goes from it, how will
you make it salt again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one with
another.

10
1And he got up, and went into the country of Judaea on the other side of

Jordan: and great numbers of people came together to him again; and, as
was his way, he gave them teaching. 2 And Pharisees came to him, testing
himwith thequestion, Is it right for aman toput awayhiswife? 3Andhe said
to them in answer, What did Moses say you were to do? 4And they said to
him,Moses let us give her a statement inwriting, and be free from her. 5But
Jesus said to them, Because of your hard hearts he gave you this law. 6 But
from the first, male and female made he them. 7 For this cause will a man
go away fromhis father andmother, and be joined to his wife; 8And the two
will become one flesh; so that they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Let not
that which has been joined together by God be parted byman. 10And in the
house thedisciplesputquestions tohimagainabout this thing. 11Andhesaid
to them, Whoever puts away his wife and takes another, is false to his wife;
12And if she herself puts away her husband and takes another, she is false
to her husband. 13And they took to him little children, so that he might put
his hands on them: and the disciples said sharpwords to them. 14Andwhen
Jesus saw it, he was angry, and said to them, Let the little children come to
me, and do not keep them away; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15Truly
I say to you, Whoever does not put himself under the kingdom of God like
a little child, will not come into it at all. 16 And he took them in his arms,
and gave them a blessing, putting his hands on them. 17And while he was
going out into the way, a man came running to him, and went down on his
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knees, saying, GoodMaster, what have I to do so that Imay have eternal life?
18And Jesus said to him,Why do you say I am good? no one is good but one,
and that is God. 19You have knowledge of what is said in the law, Do not put
any one to death, Do not be untrue in married life, Do not take what is not
yours, Do not give false witness, Do not get money by deceit, Give honour
to your father and mother. 20 And he said to him, Master, all these laws I
have kept from the timewhen Iwas young. 21And Jesus, looking on himand
loving him, said, There is one thing needed: go, get money for your goods,
and give it to the poor, and you will have wealth in heaven: and come with
me. 22But his face became sad at the saying, and he went away sorrowing:
for he was one who had much property. 23And Jesus, looking round about,
said to his disciples, How hard it is for those who have wealth to come into
the kingdom of God! 24And the disciples were full of wonder at his words.
But Jesus said to them again, Children, how hard it is for thosewho put faith
in wealth to come into the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a camel to go
through a needle's eye, than for a man of wealth to come into the kingdom
of God. 26 And they were greatly surprised, saying to him, Who then may
have salvation? 27 Jesus, looking on them, said, With men it is impossible,
but not with God: for all things are possible with God. 28 Peter said to him,
See, we have given up everything, and come after you. 29 Jesus said, Truly I
say to you, There is no man who has given up house, or brothers, or sisters,
or mother, or father, or children, or land, because of me and the good news,
30Who will not get a hundred times as much now in this time, houses, and
brothers, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and land — though with
great troubles; and, in the world to come, eternal life. 31But a great number
who are first will be last: and those who are last will be first. 32 And they
were on the way, going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going before them:
and they were full of wonder; but those who came after him were in fear.
And again he took the twelve, and gave themword of the thingswhichwere
to comeonhim, 33Saying, See,wegoup to Jerusalem; and theSonofmanwill
be given up to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will give an order
forhisdeath, andwill givehimup to theGentiles: 34And theywillmakesport
of him, and put shame on him, and give him cruel blows, andwill put him to
death; and after three days he will come back from the dead. 35And there
came to him James and John, the sons of Zebedee, saying to him, Master,
will you give uswhatevermay be our request? 36And he said to them,What
would you have me do for you? 37 And they said to him, Let us be seated,
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory. 38But Jesus said to
them, You have no knowledge of what you are saying. Are you able to take
of my cup? or to undergo the baptism which I am to undergo? 39And they
said to him, We are able. And Jesus said to them, You will take of the cup
from which I take; and the baptism which I am about to undergo you will
undergo: 40 But to be seated at my right hand or at my left is not for me to
give: but it is for those for whom it has been made ready. 41 And hearing
this, the ten became very angry with James and John. 42 And Jesus made
them come to him, and said to them, You see that thosewho aremade rulers
over the Gentiles are lords over them, and their great ones have authority
over them. 43But it is not so among you: butwhoever has a desire to become
great among you, let him be your servant: 44 And whoever has a desire to
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be first among you, let him be servant of all. 45 For truly the Son of man did
not come to have servants, but to be a servant, and to give his life for the
salvation ofmen. 46And they came to Jericho: andwhen hewas going out of
Jericho, with his disciples and a great number of people, the son of Timaeus,
Bartimaeus, a blind man, was seated by the wayside, with his hand out for
money. 47Andwhen it came to his ears that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he gave
a cry, and said, Jesus, Son of David, havemercy onme. 48And some of them,
turning in protest, gave him an order to be quiet: but he went on crying out
all the more, Son of David, have mercy on me. 49And Jesus came to a stop
and said, Let him come. And crying out to the blind man, they said to him,
Be comforted: come, he has sent for you. 50And he, putting off his coat, got
up quickly, and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, What would you
have me do to you? And the blind man said, Master, make me able to see.
52And Jesus said to him, Go on yourway; your faith hasmade youwell. And
straight away he was able to see, and went after him in the way.

11
1 And when they came near to Jerusalem, to Beth-phage and Bethany, at

the Mountain of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 2And said to them, Go
into the little town opposite: and when you come to it, you will see a young
ass with a cord round his neck, on which no man has ever been seated; let
him loose, and comebackwithhim. 3And if anyone says to you,Whyare you
doing this? say, The Lord has need of him and will send him back straight
away. 4And they went away and saw a young ass by the door outside in the
open street; and theywere getting him loose. 5And some of those whowere
there said to them, What are you doing, taking the ass? 6 And they said to
them the words which Jesus had said; and they let them go. 7And they took
the young ass to Jesus, and put their clothing on him, and he got on his back.
8 And a great number put down their clothing in the way; and others put
down branches which they had taken from the fields. 9And thosewhowent
in front, and those who came after, were crying, Glory: A blessing on him
who comes in the name of the Lord: 10A blessing on the coming kingdom of
our fatherDavid: Glory in thehighest. 11Andhewent into Jerusalem into the
Temple; and after looking round about on all things, it being now evening,
he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 12And on the day after, when they
had come out from Bethany, he was in need of food. 13And seeing a fig-tree
in the distance with leaves, he went to see if by chance it had anything on it:
andwhenhe came to it, he sawnothing but leaves, for itwas not the time for
the fruit. 14Andhe said to it, Let noman take fruit fromyou for ever. And his
disciples took note of hiswords. 15And they came to Jerusalem; and hewent
into the Temple, and sent out thosewhowere trading there, overturning the
tables of themoney-changers and the seats of thosewhowereofferingdoves
formoney; 16Andhewouldnot let anymantakeavessel through theTemple.
17And he gave them teaching, and said to them, Is it not in theWritings, My
house is to be named a house of prayer for all the nations? but you have
made it a hole of thieves. 18And it came to the ears of the chief priests and
scribes, and they took thought how they might put him to death; being in
fear ofhim, becauseall thepeoplewere full ofwonderat his teaching. 19And
every evening he went out of the town. 20And when they were going by in
the morning, they saw the fig-tree dead from the roots. 21And Peter, having
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a memory of it, said to him, Master, see, the tree which was cursed by you
is dead. 22 And Jesus, answering, said to them, Have God's faith. 23 Truly I
say to you, Whoever says to this mountain, Be taken up and be put into the
sea; and has no doubt in his heart, but has faith that what he says will come
about, he will have his desire. 24 For this reason I say to you, Whatever you
make a request for in prayer, have faith that it has been given to you, and
youwill have it. 25Andwhenever youmakeaprayer, let therebe forgiveness
in your hearts, if you have anything against anyone; so that you may have
forgiveness for your sins fromyour Fatherwho is in heaven. 26 [] 27And they
came again to Jerusalem: and while he was walking in the Temple, there
came to him the chief priests and the scribes and those in authority: 28And
they said to him, By what authority do you do these things? or who gave
you authority to do these things? 29And Jesus said to them, I will put to you
one question; giveme an answer, and I will say by what authority I do these
things. 30The baptism of John, was it from heaven or frommen? giveme an
answer. 31And they gave thought to it among themselves, saying, If we say,
From heaven; he will say, Why then did you not have faith in him? 32But if
we say, From men — they were in fear of the people, because all took John
to be truly a prophet. 33And they said in answer to Jesus, We have no idea.
And Jesus said to them, And Iwill not say to you bywhat authority I do these
things.

12
1 And he gave them teaching in the form of stories. A man had a vine-

garden planted, and put a wall about it, and made a place for crushing out
the wine, and put up a tower, and let it out to field-workers, and went into
another country. 2 And when the time came, he sent a servant to get from
the workmen some of the fruit of the garden. 3And they took him, and gave
him blows, and sent him away with nothing. 4 And again he sent to them
another servant; and they gave him wounds on the head, and were very
cruel tohim. 5Andhe sent another; and theyputhim todeath: andanumber
of others, whipping some, and putting some to death. 6He still had one, a
dearly loved son: he sent him last to them, saying, Theywill have respect for
my son. 7 But those workmen said among themselves, This is he who will
one day be the owner of the property; come, let us put him to death, and the
heritage will be ours. 8And they took him and put him to death, pushing his
body out of the garden. 9What then will the master of the garden do? He
will come and put the workmen to death, and will give the garden into the
hands of others. 10Haveyounot seen thiswhich is in theWritings: The stone
which the builders put on one side, the samewasmade the chief stone of the
building: 11This was the Lord's doing, and it is a wonder in our eyes? 12And
theymade attempts to take him; but theywere in fear of the people, because
they saw that the story was against them; and they went away from him.
13Then they sent to him certain of the Pharisees and the Herodians, so that
they might make use of his words to take him by a trick. 14And when they
had come, they said to him, Master, we are certain that you are true, and
have no fear of anyone: you have no respect for a man's position, but you
are teaching the true way of God: Is it right to give taxes to Caesar or not?
15Are we to give or not to give? But he, conscious of their false hearts, said
to them, Why do you put me to the test? give me a penny, so that I may see
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it. 16And they gave him one. And he said to them, Whose is this image and
name on it? And they said to him, Caesar's. 17And Jesus said to them, Give to
Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things which are God's.
And they were full of wonder at him. 18And there came to him Sadducees,
who say there is no coming back from the dead; and they put a question to
him, saying, 19Master, in the law Moses says, If a man's brother comes to
his end, and has a wife still living and no child, it is right for his brother to
take his wife, and get a family for his brother. 20There were seven brothers:
and the first took awife, and at his death therewere no offspring; 21And the
second took her, and at his death there were no offspring; and the third the
same: 22Andall the sevenhadno seed. Last of all thewomanherself came to
her death. 23 In the future life, when they come back from the dead, whose
wife will she be? for the seven had her for a wife. 24 Jesus said to them, Is
not this the reason for your error, that you have no knowledge of the holy
Writings or of the power of God? 25When they come back from the dead,
they do not get married, but are like the angels in heaven. 26 But as to the
dead coming back to life; have you not seen in the book of Moses, about the
burning thorn-tree, how God said to him, I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and theGod of Jacob? 27He is not theGod of the dead, but of the
living: you are greatly in error. 28And one of the scribes came, and hearing
their argument together, and seeing that he had given them a good answer,
put the question to him,Which law is the first of all? 29 Jesus said in answer,
The first is, Give ear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; 30And you are
tohave love for theLord yourGodwith all yourheart, andwith all your soul,
andwithall yourmind, andwithall your strength. 31Thesecond is this,Have
love for your neighbour as for yourself. There is no other law greater than
these. 32 And the scribe said to him, Truly, Master, you have well said that
he is one, and there is no other but he: 33And to have love for him with all
the heart, and with all the mind, and with all the strength, and to have the
same love for his neighbour as for himself, is much more than all forms of
offerings. 34Andwhen Jesus saw that he gave a wise answer, he said to him,
You are not far from the kingdom of God. And every man after that was in
fear of questioning him any more. 35 And Jesus, when he was teaching in
the Temple, said, How do the scribes say that the Christ is the Son of David?
36Davidhimself said in theHolySpirit, TheLord said tomyLord, Be seatedat
my right hand, till I put those who are against you under your feet. 37David
himself gives him the name of Lord; and how then is he his son? And the
common people gave ear to him gladly. 38And in his teaching he said, Be on
yourwatch against the scribes, whose pleasure it is to go about in long robes
and be respected in the market-places, 39And to have the chief seats in the
Synagogues and the first places at feasts; 40Who take away the property of
widows, and before the eyes ofmenmake long prayers; thesewill be judged
more hardly. 41And he took a seat by the place where the money was kept,
and saw how the people put money into the boxes: and a number who had
wealthput inmuch. 42And there cameapoorwidow, andsheput in two little
bits of money, which make a farthing. 43And he made his disciples come to
him, and said to them, Truly I say to you, This poor widow has put in more
than all thosewho are puttingmoney into the box: 44Because they all put in
something out of what they had no need for; but she out of her need put in
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all she had, even all her living.

13
1 And when he was going out of the Temple, one of his disciples said to

him,Master, see,what stones andwhat buildings! 2And Jesus said tohim,Do
you see these great buildings? there is not one stone here resting on another
which will not be overturned. 3And while he was seated on the Mountain
of Olives opposite the Temple, Peter and James and John andAndrew said to
himprivately, 4Saywhen these thingswill be, andwhatwill be the signwhen
these things are all about to be done. 5And Jesus said to them, Take care that
you are not tricked by anyone. 6 People will come in my name, saying, I am
he; and a number will be turned from the true way. 7And when you have
news of wars and talk of wars, do not be troubled; these things have to be,
but it is still not the end. 8Nation will go to war with nation, and kingdom
with kingdom: there will be earth-shocks in different places; there will be
times when there is no food; these things are the first of the troubles. 9But
take care: for they will give you up to the Sanhedrins; and in Synagogues
youwill be whipped; and youwill be taken before rulers and kings because
of me, for a sign to them. 10 And the good news has first to be given to all
the nations. 11Andwhen you are taken and given up to be judged, do not be
troubled about what to say: but whatever is given to you in that hour, say:
because it is not you who say it, but the Holy Spirit. 12And brother will give
up brother to death, and the father his child; and children will go against
their fathers andmothers, andput themtodeath. 13Andyouwill behatedby
all men, because of my name; but he who goes through to the end will have
salvation. 14But when you see the unclean thing which makes destruction,
in the place where it has no right to be (let this be clear to the reader), then
let those who are in Judaea go quickly to themountains: 15And let himwho
is on the house-top not go down, or go in, to take anything out of his house:
16And let not him who is in the field go back to take his coat. 17And it will
be hard for women who are with child and for her who has a baby at the
breast in those days. 18 And say a prayer that it may not be in the winter.
19For in those days therewill be sorrow, such as there has not been from the
timewhen Godmade theworld till now, andwill not ever be again. 20And if
the Lord had not made the time short, no flesh would have been kept from
destruction; but because of the saints he has made the time short. 21 And
then if any man says to you, See, here is Christ; or, See, there; have no faith
in it: 22Because there will be false Christs and false prophets, and they will
give signs and wonders in the hope of turning even the saints from the true
way. 23But take care; see, I havemade all things clear to you before the time.
24But in those days, after that time of trouble, the sunwill bemade dark and
themoonwill not give her light, 25And the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers which are in the heavens will be moved. 26 And then they
will see the Son ofman coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And
then he will send out the angels, and will get together his saints from the
fourwinds, from the farthest part of the earth to the farthest part of heaven.
28 Take an example from the fig-tree: when its branches become soft and
put out their leaves, you see that the summer is near; 29 Even so, when you
see these things taking place, youmay be certain that he is near, even at the
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doors. 30 Truly, I say to you, This generation will not come to an end till all
these things are complete. 31Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my
words will not come to an end. 32 But of that day or that hour no one has
knowledge, not even the angels in heaven, or the Son, but the Father. 33Take
care, keep watch with prayer: for you are not certain when the time will
be. 34 It is as when a man who is in another country for a time, having gone
away fromhishouse, andgivenauthority tohis servants and to everyonehis
work, gives the porter an order to keep watch. 35 So you are to keep watch:
because you are not certain when the master of the house is coming, in the
evening, or in themiddle of the night, or at the cock's cry, or in themorning;
36 For fear that, coming suddenly, he sees you sleeping. 37And what I say to
you, I say to all, Keep watch.

14
1 It was now two days before the feast of the Passover and the unleavened

bread: and the chief priests and the scribes made designs how they might
take him by deceit and put him to death: 2But they said, Not while the feast
is going on, for fear there may be trouble among the people. 3And while he
was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, seated at table, there came
a woman with a bottle of perfumed oil of great price; and when the bottle
was broken she put the perfume on his head. 4But some of themwere angry
among themselves, saying, For what purpose has this oil beenwasted? 5We
might have got more than three hundred pence for it, and given the money
to the poor. And they said things against her among themselves. 6But Jesus
said, Let her be; why are you troubling her? she has done a kind act to me.
7 The poor you have ever with you, and whenever you have the desire you
may do them good: but me you have not for ever. 8 She has done what she
was able: she has put oil on my body to make it ready for its last resting-
place. 9And truly I say to you,Wherever the good news goes out through all
the earth, what this woman has done will be talked of in memory of her.
10 And Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went away to the chief
priests, so that he might give him up to them. 11And hearing what he said,
they were glad, and gave him their word to make him a payment of money.
And he took thought how he might best give him up to them. 12And on the
first day of unleavened bread, when the Passover lamb is put to death, his
disciples said to him, Where are we to go and make ready for you to take
the Passover meal? 13And he sent two of his disciples, and said to them, Go
into the town, and there will come to you a man with a vessel of water: go
after him; 14 And wherever he goes in, say to the owner of the house, The
Master says, Where is my guest-room, where I may take the Passover with
my disciples? 15And hewill take you up himself to a great roomwith a table
and seats: there make ready for us. 16And the disciples went out and came
into the town, and saw that it was as he had said: and they made ready the
Passover. 17Andwhen it was evening he camewith the twelve. 18Andwhile
they were seated taking food, Jesus said, Truly I say to you, One of you will
be false to me, one who is taking food with me. 19 They were sad, and said
to him one by one, Is it I? 20And he said to them, It is one of the twelve, one
who is putting his breadwithme into the sameplate. 21The Sonofmangoes,
even as the Writings say of him: but cursed is that man through whom the
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Son ofman is given up! It would have beenwell for thatman if he had never
been given birth. 22 And while they were taking food, he took bread, and
after blessing it, he gave the broken bread to them, and said, Take it: this
is my body. 23And he took a cup, and when he had given praise, he gave it
to them: and they all had a drink from it. 24And he said to them, This is my
bloodof the testament,which is given formen. 25Truly I say toyou, Iwill take
nomore of the fruit of the vine till the daywhen I take it new in the kingdom
of God. 26And after a song of praise to God they went out to the Mountain
of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, You will all be turned away from me:
for it is in the Writings, I will put the keeper of the sheep to death, and the
sheepwill be put to flight. 28But after I have come back from the dead, I will
go before you into Galilee. 29But Peter said to him, Though the others may
be turned away from you, I will not. 30 And Jesus said to him, Truly, I say
to you that you, today, even this night, before the cock's second cry, will say
three times that you have no knowledge of me. 31But he said with passion,
If I have to be put to death with you, I will not be false to you. And they all
said the same. 32And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane:
and he said to his disciples, Be seated here while I say a prayer. 33 And he
took with him Peter and James and John, and grief and great trouble came
on him. 34And he said to them, My soul is very sad, even to death: be here
a little time, and keep watch. 35 And he went forward a little, and falling
down on the earth, made request that, if possible, the hour might go from
him. 36And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible to you; take away
this cup fromme: but even so let notmy pleasure, but yours be done. 37And
he came, and saw them sleeping, and said to Peter, Simon, are you sleeping?
were you not able to keep watch one hour? 38 Keep watch with prayer, so
that you may not be put to the test; the spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is
feeble. 39And again he went away, and said a prayer, using the samewords.
40And again he came and saw them sleeping, because their eyes were very
tired; and they had nothing to say in answer. 41And he came the third time,
and said to them, Go on sleeping now and take your rest: it is enough; the
hour has come; see, the Son of man is given up into the hands of evil men.
42 Get up, let us be going; see, he who gives me up is near. 43 And straight
away,while hewas still talking, Judas, one of the twelve, came, andwith him
a great band with swords and sticks, from the chief priests and the scribes
and those in authority. 44Nowhewho had been false to him had given them
a sign, saying, The one towhom I give a kiss, that is he; take him, and get him
away safely. 45 And when he had come, he went straight to him and said,
Master; and gave him a kiss. 46And they put their hands on him, and took
him. 47Buta certainoneof thosewhowerenear tookouthis sword, andgave
the servant of the high priest a blow, cutting off his ear. 48And Jesus said to
them, Have you come out as against a thief, with swords and sticks to take
me? 49 Iwaswith you every day in the Temple teaching, and youdid not take
me; but this is done so that theWritingsmay come true. 50And they all went
away fromhim in fear. 51Anda certain youngmanwent after him,with only
a linen cloth about his body; and they put their hands on him; 52But he got
away unclothed, without the linen cloth. 53And they took Jesus away to the
high priest; and there came together with him all the chief priests and those
in authority and the scribes. 54And Peter had come after him at a distance,
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even into the house of the high priest; and he was seated with the captains,
warming himself in the light of the fire. 55Now the chief priests and all the
Sanhedrinwere looking forwitness against Jesus so that theymight put him
to death; and theywereunable to get any. 56For anumber gave falsewitness
againsthimand theirwitnesswasnot inagreement. 57Thensomegotupand
gave falsewitness against him, saying, 58He said in our hearing, Iwill put an
end to this Temple which is made with hands, and in three days I will make
another without hands. 59And even so their witness was not in agreement.
60And the high priest got up in themiddle of them, and said to Jesus, Do you
say nothing in answer? what is it which these say against you? 61But he kept
quiet and said nothing. Again the high priest questioning him said, Are you
the Christ, the son of the Holy One? 62 And Jesus said, I am: and you will
see the Son of man seated at the right hand of power, and coming with the
clouds of heaven. 63 And the high priest, violently parting his robes, said,
Whatmore need havewe ofwitnesses? 64Hiswords against God have come
to your ears: what is your opinion? And they all said it was right for him to
be put to death. 65And some put shame on him and, covering his face, gave
him blows and said to him, Now say what is to come: and the captains took
him and gave him blows with their hands. 66And while Peter was down in
the open square of the building, one of the servant-girls of the high priest
came; 67And seeing Peter warming himself by the fire, she gave him a look,
and said, You were with this Nazarene, even Jesus. 68 But he said, I have
no knowledge of him, or of what you are saying: and he went out into the
doorway; and there came the cry of a cock. 69And the girl saw him, and said
again to those who were near, This is one of them. 70 But again he said it
was not so. And after a little time, again those who were near said to Peter,
Truly you are one of them; for you are a Galilaean. 71 But, with curses and
oaths, he said, I have no knowledge of theman aboutwhomyou are talking.
72And in the sameminute, the cock gave a second cry. And it came to Peter's
mind how Jesus had said to him, Before the cock's second cry, you will say
three times that you have no knowledge of me. And at this thought he was
overcomewith weeping.

15
1 And the first thing in the morning the chief priests, with those in

authorityand the scribesandall theSanhedrin, hadameeting, andput cords
round Jesus, and took him away, and gave him up to Pilate. 2And Pilate put
a question to him, Are you the King of the Jews? And he, answering, said to
him, You say so. 3And the chief priests said a number of things against him.
4 And Pilate again put a question, Do you say nothing in answer? see how
much evil they say you have done. 5But Jesus gave nomore answers, so that
Pilate was full of wonder. 6Now at the feast every year he let one prisoner
go free at their request. 7And therewas onenamedBarabbas, in prisonwith
those who had gone against the government and in the fight had taken life.
8And the people went up, requesting him to do as he had done for them in
other years. 9 And Pilate said in answer to them, Is it your desire that I let
the King of the Jews go free? 10 For he saw that the chief priests had given
him up through envy. 11 But the people were moved by the chief priests to
make him let Barabbas go free. 12And Pilate again said in answer to them,
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What then am I to do to him to whom you give the name of the King of the
Jews? 13 And they said again loudly, To the cross with him! 14 And Pilate
said to them, Why, what evil has he done? But their cry was the louder, To
the cross! 15And Pilate, desiring to do what was pleasing to the people, let
Barabbas go free, and gave up Jesus, when he had been whipped, to be put
to death on the cross. 16 And the men of the army took him away into the
square in frontof thebuildingwhich is thePraetorium, and theygot together
all the band. 17And they put a purple robe on him, and twisting a crown of
thorns, they put it on him; 18And, as if honouring him, they said, Long life
to the King of the Jews! 19And they gave him blows on the head with a stick
and put shame on him and, going down on their knees, gave him worship.
20And when they had made sport of him, they took the purple robe off him
and put his clothing on him. And they took him out to put him to death on
the cross. 21And they made one, Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander
andRufus,whowas going by, coming from the country, gowith them, so that
he might take his cross. 22And they took him to the place named Golgotha,
which is, Dead Man's Head. 23And they gave him wine mixed with myrrh;
but he did not take it. 24 And he was nailed to the cross; and they made a
division of his clothing among them, putting to the decision of chance what
everyonewas to take. 25And it was the third hourwhen they put him on the
cross. 26And the statement of his crimewas put inwriting on the cross, THE
KING OF THE JEWS. 27 And they put two thieves on crosses with him, one
on his right side, and one on his left. 28 [] 29 And those who went by made
sport of him, shaking their heads, and saying, Ha! you who give the Temple
to destruction, andput it up again in three days, 30Keep yourself fromdeath,
and comedown from the cross. 31 In the sameway the chief priests, laughing
at him among themselves with the scribes, said, A saviour of others, he has
no salvation for himself. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come downnow
from the cross, so that wemay see and have belief. And those whowere put
on crosseswith him said evil things against him. 33Andwhen the sixth hour
had come, it was dark over all the land till the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth
hour, Jesus said in a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, My
God, my God, why are you turned away fromme? 35And some of those who
werenear, hearing it, said, See, he is crying toElijah. 36Andoneof themwent
quickly and, getting a sponge full of bitterwine, put it on a rod, and gave it to
him for drink, saying, Let be; let us see if Elijah will come to take him down.
37And Jesus gave a loud cry, and gave up his spirit. 38And the curtain of the
Temple was parted in two from end to end. 39 And when the captain, who
was near, saw howhe gave up his spirit, he said, Truly thismanwas a son of
God. 40And therewerewomenwatching fromadistance: among themwere
Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James the less and of Joses, and
Salome, 41Whowent with himwhen hewas in Galilee and took care of him;
and a number of other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 42And
when it was evening, because it was the time of getting ready, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, 43 There came Joseph of Arimathaea, a responsible
man in high honour, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God; and
he went in to Pilate without fear, and made a request for the body of Jesus.
44AndPilatewas surprised thathewasdead; and, sending for the captain, he
put a question to see if he had been dead for long. 45Andwhen he had news
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of it from the captain, he let Joseph have the body. 46And he got a linen cloth
and, taking him down, put the linen cloth round him, and put him in a place
for the deadwhich had been cut out of a rock; and a stonewas rolled against
the door. 47AndMaryMagdalene andMary, the mother of Joses, sawwhere
he was put.

16
1Andwhen the Sabbath was past, MaryMagdalene andMary, themother

of James, and Salome, got spices, so that they might come and put them on
him. 2And very early after dawn on the first day of the week, they came at
the time of the coming up of the sun to the place where the body had been
put. 3And theywere saying among themselves,Whowill get the stone rolled
away from the door for us? 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone was
rolled back; and it was of great size. 5 And when they went in, they saw a
young man seated on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were
full of wonder. 6 And he said to them, Do not be troubled: you are looking
for Jesus, theNazarene, who has been put to death on the cross; he has come
back from the dead; he is not here: see, the place where they put him! 7But
go, say tohis disciples and toPeter, He goesbefore you intoGalilee: there you
will see him, as he said to you. 8And they went out quickly from the place,
because fear and great wonder had come on them: and they said nothing to
anyone, because theywere full of fear that ... 9Nowwhenhe cameback from
the dead early on the first day of theweek, hewent first toMaryMagdalene,
fromwhom he had sent out seven evil spirits. 10 She went and gave news of
it to thosewho had beenwith him,while theywere sorrowing andweeping.
11And they, when it came to their ears that hewas living, and had been seen
by her, had no belief in it. 12And after these things he was seen in another
formby two of them,while theywerewalking on theirway into the country.
13And theywent away and gave news of it to the rest; and they had no belief
in what was said. 14And later he was seen by the eleven themselves while
they were taking food; and he said sharp words to them because they had
no faith and their hearts were hard, and because they had no belief in those
who had seen him after he had come back from the dead. 15 And he said
to them, Go into all the world, and give the good news to everyone. 16He
who has faith and is given baptism will get salvation; but he who has not
faith will be judged. 17 And these signs will be with those who have faith:
in my name they will send out evil spirits; and they will make use of new
languages; 18 They will take up snakes, and if there is poison in their drink,
it will do them no evil; they will put their hands on those who are ill, and
they will get well. 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had said these words to
them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God.
20And they went out, preaching everywhere, the Lord working with them,
and giving witness to the word by the signs which came after. So be it.
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The Good News According to
Luke

1 As a number of attempts have been made to put together in order an
account of those events which took place among us, 2As they were handed
down to us by those who saw them from the first and were preachers of the
word, 3 It seemed good to me, having made observation, with great care, of
the direction of events in their order, to put the facts inwriting for you,most
nobleTheophilus; 4So thatyoumighthavecertainknowledgeof those things
aboutwhich youwere given teaching. 5 In the days of Herod, king of Judaea,
there was a certain priest, by name Zacharias, of the order of Abijah; and
he had a wife of the family of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6 They
were upright in the eyes of God, keeping all the rules and orders of God, and
doing no wrong. 7And they were without children, because Elisabeth had
never given birth, and they were at that time very old. 8Now it came about
that inhis turnhewasactingaspriest beforeGod, 9Andaswas thewayof the
priests, hehad to go into theTemple to see to theburningof perfumes. 10And
all the people were offering prayers outside, at the time of the burning of
perfumes. 11And he saw an angel of the Lord in his place on the right side of
the altar. 12And Zachariaswas troubledwhenhe sawhim, and fear came on
him. 13But the angel said, Have no fear, Zacharias, for your prayer has come
to the ears of God, and your wife Elisabeth will have a son, and his name
will be John. 14 And you will be glad and have great delight; and numbers
of people will have joy at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the eyes of the
Lord; he will not take wine or strong drink; and he will be full of the Spirit
of God from his birth. 16And through him great numbers of the children of
Israelwill be turned to theLord theirGod. 17Andhewill go before his face in
the spirit and power of Elijah, turning the hearts of fathers to their children,
andwrongdoers to theway of righteousness; tomake ready a people whose
hearts have been turned to the Lord. 18AndZacharias said to the angel, How
may I be certain of this? For I am an oldman, andmywife is far on in years.
19And the angel, answering, said, I am Gabriel, whose place is before God;
I have been sent to say these words to you and to give you this good news.
20 Now, see, you will be without voice or language till the day when these
things come about, because you had not faith in mywords, which will have
effect at the right time. 21 And the people were waiting for Zacharias and
were surprised because he was in the Temple for such a long time. 22 And
when he came out hewas not able to say anything, and they saw that he had
seenavision in theTemple; andhewasmaking signs to themwithoutwords.
23Andwhen the days of hiswork in the Templewere ended, hewent back to
his house. 24After that time, Elisabeth, being certain that shewas to become
a mother, kept herself from men's eyes for five months, saying, 25 The Lord
has done this to me, for his eyes were on me, to take away my shame in the
eyes of men. 26Now in the sixthmonth the angel Gabriel was sent fromGod
to a town in Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 To a virgin who was to be married
to a man named Joseph, of the family of David; and the name of the virgin
was Mary. 28 And the angel came in to her and said, Peace be with you, to
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whom special grace has been given; the Lord is with you. 29 But she was
greatly troubled at his words, and said to herself, What may be the purpose
of thesewords? 30And the angel said to her, Have no fear,Mary, for youhave
God's approval. 31And see, you will give birth to a son, and his namewill be
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be named the Son of the Most High: and
the Lord God will give him the kingdom of David, his father: 33Hewill have
rule over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end. 34AndMary said to the angel, Howmay this be, because I have had no
knowledge of a man? 35And the angel in answer said to her, The Holy Spirit
will come on you, and the power of the Most High will come to rest on you,
and so that which will come to birth will be named holy, Son of God. 36Even
now Elisabeth, who is of your family, is to be a mother, though she is old:
and this is the sixth month with her who was without children. 37For there
is nothing which God is not able to do. 38AndMary said: I am the servant of
the Lord; may it be tome as you say. And the angel went away. 39ThenMary
got up andwent quickly into the high lands, to a town of Judah; 40Andwent
into the house of Zacharias and took Elisabeth in her arms. 41Andwhen the
voice of Mary came to the ears of Elisabeth, the baby made a sudden move
inside her; then Elisabeth was full of the Holy Spirit, 42 And she said with
a loud voice: May blessing be on you among women, and a blessing on the
child of your body. 43How is it that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44 For, truly, when the sound of your voice came to my ears, the baby in my
body made a sudden move for joy. 45Happy will she be who had faith that
the things which the Lord has said to herwill be done. 46AndMary said: My
soul gives glory to God; 47My spirit is glad in God my Saviour. 48 For he has
had pity on his servant, though she is poor and lowly placed: and from this
hour will all generations give witness to the blessing which has come tome.
49 For he who is strong has done great things for me; and holy is his name.
50Hismercy is for all generations inwhom is the fear of him. 51With his arm
he has done acts of power; he has put to flight those who have pride in their
hearts. 52He has put down kings from their seats, lifting up on high themen
of lowdegree. 53Thosewhohadno foodhemade full of good things; themen
of wealth he sent awaywith nothing in their hands; 54His help he has given
to Israel, his servant, so that he might keep in mind his mercy to Abraham
and his seed for ever, 55As he gave his word to our fathers. 56AndMary was
with her for about three months and then went back to her house. 57Now
it was time for Elisabeth to give birth, and she had a son. 58And it came to
the ears of her neighbours and relations that the Lord had been very good to
her, and they took part in her joy. 59And on the eighth day they came to see
to the circumcision of the child, and theywould have given him the name of
Zacharias, his father's name; 60 But his mother made answer and said, No,
his name is John. 61And they said, Not one of your relations has that name.
62 And they made signs to his father, to say what name was to be given to
him. 63And he sent for writing materials and put down: His name is John;
and they were all surprised. 64And straight away his mouth was open and
his tongue was free and he gave praise to God. 65And fear came on all those
whowere living round about them: and therewasmuch talk about all these
things in all the hill-country of Judaea. 66And allwho hadword of themkept
them in their minds and said, What will this child be? For the hand of the
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Lord was with him. 67And his father, Zacharias, was full of the Holy Spirit,
andwith the voice of a prophet said thesewords: 68Praise be to the Lord, the
God of Israel, for he has come to his people andmade them free, 69Lifting up
a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 70 (As he said, by
the mouth of his holy prophets, from the earliest times,) 71 Salvation from
those who are against us, and from the hands of those who have hate for
us; 72 To do acts of mercy to our fathers and to keep in mind his holy word,
73 The oath which he made to Abraham, our father, 74 That we, being made
free from the fear of those who are against us, might give himworship, 75 In
righteousness and holy living before him all our days. 76And you, child, will
be named the prophet of the Most High: you will go before the face of the
Lord, tomake readyhisways; 77Togiveknowledgeof salvation tohis people,
through the forgiveness of sins, 78Because of the lovingmercies of our God,
by which the dawn from heaven has come to us, 79 To give light to those in
darkplaces, and in the shadeof death, so that our feetmaybeguided into the
way of peace. 80And the child became tall, and strong in spirit; and he was
living in the waste land till the day when he came before the eyes of Israel.

2
1 Now it came about in those days that an order went out from Caesar

Augustus that there was to be a numbering of all the world. 2 This was the
first numbering, which was made when Quirinius was ruler of Syria. 3And
all men went to be numbered, everyone to his town. 4And Joseph went up
from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judaea, to Beth-lehem, the
town of David, because he was of the house and family of David, 5To be put
on the list with Mary, his future wife, who was about to become a mother.
6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she
had her first son; and folding him in linen, she put him to rest in the place
where the cattle had their food, because there was no room for them in the
house. 8And in the same country there were keepers of sheep in the fields,
watching over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord came to them,
and the glory of the Lord was shining round about them: and fear came on
them. 10 And the angel said, Have no fear; for truly, I give you good news
of great joy which will be for all the people: 11 For on this day, in the town
of David, a Saviour has come to birth, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this
is the sign to you: you will see a young child folded in linen, in the place
where the cattle have their food. 13And suddenly therewaswith the angel a
great band of spirits from heaven, giving praise to God, and saying, 14Glory
to God in the highest, and on the earth peace among men with whom he is
well pleased. 15Andwhen the angels had gone away from them into heaven,
the keepers of the sheep said to one another, Let us go now to Beth-lehem,
and see this thing which has come about, which the Lord has made clear
to us. 16 And they came quickly, and saw Mary and Joseph, and the child
in the place where the cattle had their food. 17And when they saw it, they
gave them an account of the things which had been said to them about the
child. 18And all those towhose ears it camewere full ofwonder at the things
said by the keepers of the sheep. 19 But Mary kept all these words in her
heart, and gave much thought to them. 20 Then the keepers of the sheep
went back, giving glory and praise to God for all the things which had come
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to their ears and which they had seen, as it had been said to them. 21 And
when, after eight days, the time came for his circumcision, he was named
Jesus, the name which the angel had given to him before his birth. 22 And
when the necessary days for making them clean by the law of Moses had
come to an end, they took him to Jerusalem to give him to the Lord 23 (As
it says in the law of the Lord, Every mother's first male child is to be holy
to the Lord), 24 And to make an offering, as it is ordered in the law of the
Lord, of two doves or other young birds. 25And there was then in Jerusalem
a man whose name was Simeon; and he was an upright man, fearing God
andwaiting for the comfort of Israel: and theHoly Spirit was on him. 26And
hehadknowledge, through theHolySpirit, thathewouldnot seedeath till he
had seen the Lord's Christ. 27And full of the Spirit he came into the Temple;
and when the father and mother came in with the child Jesus, to do with
himwhat was ordered by the law, 28Then he took him in his arms and gave
praise to God and said, 29Now you are letting your servant go in peace, O
Lord, as you have said; 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31Which
you havemade ready before the face of all nations; 32A light of revelation to
theGentiles, and thegloryofyourpeople Israel. 33Andhis fatherandmother
were full of wonder at the thingswhichwere said about him. 34And Simeon
gave them his blessing and said to Mary, his mother, See, this child will be
the cause of the downfall and the lifting up of great numbers of people in
Israel, and he will be a sign against which hard words will be said; 35 (And
a sword will go through your heart;) so that the secret thoughts of menmay
come to light. 36And there was one, Anna, a woman prophet, the daughter
of Phanuel, of the family of Asher (shewas very old, and after seven years of
married life 37 She had been a widow for eighty-four years); she was in the
Temple at all times, worshippingwith prayers and goingwithout food, night
andday. 38And comingup at that time, she gave praise toGod, talking of him
to all thosewhowerewaiting for the freeing of Jerusalem. 39Andwhen they
haddoneall the thingswhichwereorderedby the lawof theLord, theywent
back to Galilee, to Nazareth, the town where they were living. 40 And the
child became tall and strong and full ofwisdom, and the grace of Godwas on
him. 41And every year his father andmother went to Jerusalem at the feast
of the Passover. 42Andwhen hewas twelve years old, they went up, as their
way was, to the feast; 43And when the days of the feast came to an end and
they were going back, the boy Jesus was still in Jerusalem, but they had no
knowledge of it: 44And in the belief that he was with some of their number,
they went a day's journey; and after looking for him among their relations
and friends, 45Andseeing thathewasnot there, theywentback to Jerusalem,
to make search for him. 46And after three days they came across him in the
Temple, seated among the wise men, giving ear to their words and putting
questions to them. 47And all towhose ears it camewere full ofwonder at his
knowledge and the answers which he gave. 48Andwhen they saw him they
were surprised, and his mother said to him, Son, why have you done this to
us? see, your father and I have been looking for you with sorrow. 49And he
said to them, Why were you looking for me? was it not clear to you that my
right place was in my Father's house? 50 And his words seemed strange to
them. 51And he went downwith them and came to Nazareth; and did as he
was ordered: and his mother kept all these words in her heart. 52And Jesus
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was increasing in wisdom and in years, and in grace before God andmen.

3
1 Now in the fifteenth year of the rule of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate

being ruler of Judaea, and Herod being king of Galilee, his brother Philip
king of the country of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias king of Abilene,
2When Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the word of the Lord came
to John, the son of Zacharias, in the waste land. 3And he came into all the
country round about Jordan, preaching baptism as a sign of forgiveness of
sin for thosewhoseheartswere changed. 4As it says in thebookof thewords
of Isaiah the prophet, The voice of one crying in the waste land, Make ready
the way of the Lord, make his roads straight. 5 Every valley will be lifted
up, and all the mountains and hills made low, and the twisted will be made
straight, and the rough ways smooth; 6 And all flesh will see the salvation
of God. 7 So he said to the people who went out to him for baptism: You
offspring of snakes, at whose word are you going in flight from the wrath to
come? 8Make clear by your acts that your hearts have been changed; and do
not say to yourselves, We have Abraham for our father: for I say to you that
God is able from these stones tomake children of Abraham. 9And even now
theaxe isput to the rootof the trees; andevery treewhichdoesnothavegood
fruitwill be cut downandput into thefire. 10And thepeople put questions to
him, saying, What have we to do? 11And hemade answer and said to them,
Hewho has two coats, let him give to himwho has not even one; and hewho
has food, let him do the same. 12Then tax-farmers came to him for baptism
and said to him, Master, what have we to do? 13And he said to them, Do not
make an attempt to get more money than the right amount. 14And men of
the army put questions to him, saying, Andwhat havewe to do? And he said
to them, Do no violent acts to any man, and do not take anything without
right, and let your payment be enough for you. 15Andwhile the peoplewere
waiting, and all men were questioning in their hearts about John, if he was
the Christ or not, 16 John made answer, saying to them all, Truly, I give you
baptism with water, but one is coming who is greater than I, whose shoes I
am not good enough to undo: he will give you baptism with the Holy Spirit,
and with fire: 17 In whose hand is the instrument with which he will make
clean his grain; he will put the good grain in his store, but the waste will be
burned in the fire which will never be put out. 18 And so comforting them
with these and other words, he gave the good news to the people; 19 But
Herod the king, because John had made a protest on account of Herodias,
his brother's wife, and other evil things which Herod had done, 20Did this
most evil thing of all, and had John shut up in prison. 21Now it came about
that when all the people had been given baptism, Jesus, having had baptism
with them, was in prayer, when, the heaven being open, 22 The Holy Spirit
came down in the form of a dove, and a voice came from heaven, saying,
You are my dearly loved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 23And Jesus at
this time was about thirty years old, being the son (as it seemed) of Joseph,
the son of Heli, 24 The son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the
son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 The son of Mattathias, the son of Amos,
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26The son of Maath, the
son ofMattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27The
son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,
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the son of Neri, 28 The son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the
son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 The son of Jesus, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 The son of Symeon, the
son of Judas, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 The
son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the
son of David, 32The son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of
Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 The son of Amminadab, the son of Arni, the
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34The son of Jacob, the son
of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 The son
of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah,
36The son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah,
the son of Lamech, 37 The son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of
Jared, the son ofMahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38The son of Enos, the son of
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

4
1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, came back from the Jordan, and was

guided by the Spirit in the waste land 2 For forty days, being tested by the
Evil One. And he had no food in those days; and when they came to an end,
he was in need of food. 3And the Evil One said to him, If you are the Son of
God, give orders to this stone to become bread. 4And Jesus made answer to
him, It has been said in the Writings, Bread is not man's only need. 5 And
he took him up and let him see all the kingdoms of the earth in a minute of
time. 6 And the Evil One said, I will give you authority over all these, and
the glory of them, for it has been given to me, and I give it to anyone at my
pleasure. 7 If then you will give worship to me, it will all be yours. 8 And
Jesus in answer said to him, It has been said in theWritings, Giveworship to
the Lord your God, and be his servant only. 9And he took him to Jerusalem
and put him on the highest point of the Temple and said to him, If you are
the Son of God, let yourself go down from here; for it is said in theWritings,
10He will give his angels orders to take care of you: 11 And, In their hands
they will keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a stone.
12 And Jesus made answer and said to him, It is said in the Writings, You
may not put the Lord your God to the test. 13And when all these tests were
ended the Evil One went away from him for a time. 14And Jesus came back
to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and the news of him went through all
the country round about. 15 And he was teaching in their Synagogues and
all men gave him praise. 16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
as a child, and he went, as his way was, into the Synagogue on the Sabbath,
and got up to give a reading. 17And the book of the prophet Isaiahwas given
to him and, opening the book, he came on the place where it is said, 18 The
Spirit of theLord isonme, because I ammarkedoutbyhimtogivegoodnews
to the poor; he has sent me to make well those who are broken-hearted; to
say that the prisoners will be let go, and the blind will see, and to make the
wounded free from their chains, 19 To give knowledge that the year of the
Lord's good pleasure is come. 20And shutting the book he gave it back to the
servant and took his seat: and the eyes of all in the Synagoguewere fixed on
him. 21Thenhe said to them, Today thiswordhas come true in your hearing.
22And theywereall givingwitness,withwonder, to thewordsof gracewhich
came from his mouth: and they said, Is not this the son of Joseph? 23And he
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said to them, Without doubt you will say to me, Let the medical man make
himself well: the things which to our knowledge were done at Capernaum,
do them here in your country. 24 And he said to them, Truly I say to you,
No prophet is honoured in his country. 25 Truly I say to you, There were a
number of widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavenwas shut
up for three years and six months and there was no food in the land; 26But
Elijahwasnot sent tooneof them, butonly toZarephath, in the landof Sidon,
to awomanwhowas awidow. 27And therewere anumberof lepers in Israel
in the time of Elisha the prophet, and not one of them was made clean, but
only Naaman the Syrian. 28And all who were in the Synagogue were very
angrywhen these thingswere said to them. 29And they got up and took him
out of the town to the edge of themountain onwhich their townwas, so that
they might send him down to his death. 30 But he came through them and
went on hisway. 31And he came down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee; and
he was giving them teaching on the Sabbath. 32And they were surprised at
his teaching, for his word was with authority. 33 And there was a man in
the Synagogue who had an unclean spirit; and he gave a loud cry and said,
34 Let us be! what have we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you
come to put an end to us? I have knowledge who you are, the Holy One of
God. 35And Jesus said to him, Be quiet, and come out of him. And when the
evil spirit had put him down on the earth in the middle of them, he came
out of him, having done him no damage. 36And wonder came on them all
and they said to one another, What are these words? for with authority and
power he gives orders to the evil spirits and they come out. 37And therewas
much talk about him inall theplaces roundabout. 38Andhe got upandwent
out of the Synagogue and went into the house of Simon. And Simon's wife's
mother was very ill with a burning heat; and in answer to their prayers for
her 39Hewent near her, andwith a sharpword he gave orders to the disease
and it went away from her; and straight away she got up and took care of
their needs. 40 And at sundown all those who had anyone ill with any sort
of disease, took them to him, and he put his hands on every one of them and
made them well. 41 And evil spirits came out of a number of them, crying
out and saying, You are the Son of God. But he gave them sharp orders not
to say a word, because they had knowledge that he was the Christ. 42 And
when it was day, he came out andwent to a waste place; and great numbers
of people came looking for him, and they came to him and would have kept
him from going away. 43But he said to them, I have to give the good news of
the kingdomof God in other towns, because that is why Iwas sent. 44And he
was teaching in the Synagogues of Galilee.

5
1Now it came about that while the people came pushing to be near him,

and to have knowledge of theword of God, hewas by awide stretch ofwater
named Gennesaret; 2And he saw two boats by the edge of the water, but the
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3And he got
into one of the boats, the property of Simon, andmade a request to him to go
a little way out from the land. And being seated he gave the people teaching
from the boat. 4And when his talk was ended, he said to Simon, Go out into
deep water, and let down your nets for fish. 5And Simon, answering, said,
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Master, we were working all night and we took nothing: but at your word I
will let down the nets. 6And when they had done this, they got such a great
number of fish that it seemed as if their nets would be broken; 7 And they
made signs to their friends in the other boat to come to their help. And they
came, and the twoboatswere so full that theywere goingdown. 8But Simon,
when he saw it, went down at the knees of Jesus and said, Go away fromme,
O Lord, for I am a sinner. 9 For he was full of wonder and so were all those
who were with him, at the number of fish which they had taken; 10And so
were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were working with Simon.
And Jesus said to Simon, Have no fear; from this time forward you will be
a fisher of men. 11And when they had got their boats to the land, they gave
up everything and went after him. 12And it came about that while he was
in one of the towns, therewas a leper there: andwhen he saw Jesus hewent
down on his face in prayer to him, saying, Lord, if it is your pleasure, you
have power to make me clean. 13And he put out his hand to him and said,
It is my pleasure; be clean. And straight away his disease went from him.
14 And he gave him orders: Say nothing to any man, but let the priest see
you and give an offering so that youmay bemade clean, as the law ofMoses
says, and for a witness to them. 15But news of himwent out all the more, in
every direction, and great numbers of people came together to give hearing
to his words and to be made well from their diseases. 16 But he went away
by himself to a waste place for prayer. 17And it came about that on one of
thesedayshewas teaching; andsomePhariseesand teachersof the lawwere
seated there,whohad come fromevery townofGalilee and Judaeaand from
Jerusalem; and thepower of theLordwaswithhim, tomake thosewhowere
ill free from their diseases. 18And somemenhadwith them, on a bed, aman
who was ill, without power of moving; and they made attempts to get him
in and put him before Jesus. 19And because of themass of people, therewas
no way to get him in; so they went up on the top of the house and let him
down through the roof, on his bed, into the middle in front of Jesus. 20And
seeing their faithhe said,Man, youhave forgiveness for your sins. 21And the
scribes and Pharisees were having an argument, saying, Who is this, who
has no respect for God? who is able to give forgiveness for sins, but God
only? 22But Jesus, who had knowledge of their thoughts, said to them, Why
are you reasoning in your hearts? 23Which is the simpler: to say, You have
forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up and go? 24But so that youmay see
thatonearth theSonofmanhasauthority for the forgivenessof sins, (he said
to themanwhowas ill,) I say to you, Get up, and takeupyourbed, andgo into
your house. 25And straight away he got up before them, and took up his bed
and went away to his house giving praise to God. 26And wonder overcame
them all, and they gave glory to God; and they were full of fear, saying, We
have seen strange things today. 27 And after these things he went out, and
saw Levi, a tax-farmer, seated at the place where taxes were taken, and said
to him, Come after me. 28 And giving up his business, he got up and went
after him. 29And Levi made a great feast for him in his house: and a great
number of tax-farmers and others were seated at table with them. 30 And
the Pharisees and their scribes made protests against his disciples, saying,
Why do you take food and drinkwith tax-farmers and sinners? 31And Jesus,
answering, said to them, Thosewho arewell havenoneed of amedicalman,
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but those who are ill. 32 I have come, not to get the upright, but sinners, so
that theymaybe turned fromtheir sins. 33And they said tohim, Thedisciples
of John frequentlygowithout food, andmakeprayers, andsodo thedisciples
of the Pharisees; but your disciples take food and drink. 34 And Jesus said,
Are you able tomake the friends of the newly-marriedman gowithout food
when he iswith them? 35But the dayswill comewhen hewill be taken away
from them, and then they will go without food. 36And he said to them, in a
story, No man takes a bit of cloth from a new coat and puts it on to an old
coat, for so the new coat would be damaged and the bit from the newwould
not go well with the old. 37And no man puts new wine into old wine-skins,
for fear that the skins will be burst by the newwine, and thewine be let out,
and the skins come to destruction. 38 But new wine has to be put into new
wine-skins. 39And noman, having had old wine, has any desire for new, for
he says, The old is better.

6
1Now it came about that on the Sabbath hewas going through the fields of

grain, and his disciples took the heads of the grain for food, crushing them
in their hands. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, Why do you do what it is
not right to do on the Sabbath? 3 And Jesus said, Have you not seen in the
Writings what David did when he was in need of food, he, and those who
were with him; 4How he went into the house of God and took for food the
holy bread, which only the priests may take, and gave it to those who were
with him? 5And he said, The Son ofman is lord even of the Sabbath. 6And it
came about, on another Sabbath, that he went into the Synagogue and was
teaching there. And amanwas there whose right hand was dead. 7And the
scribes and Pharisees were watching him to see if he would make him well
on theSabbath, so that theymightbeable to say somethingagainsthim. 8But
he had knowledge of their thoughts; andhe said to themanwhose handwas
dead, Get up and come into the middle. And he got up and came forward.
9And Jesus said, I put thequestion to you, Is it right to do goodon the Sabbath
or to do evil? to give life or to take it away? 10And looking round on all of
them, he said to him, Put out your hand. And he did so: and his hand was
made well. 11 But they were full of wrath, and were talking together about
what theymight do to Jesus. 12And it came about in those days that he went
out to themountain for prayer; and hewas all night in prayer to God. 13And
the day came and, turning to his disciples, he made a selection from among
them of twelve, to whom he gave the name of Apostles; 14 Simon, to whom
he gave the name of Peter, andAndrew, his brother, and James and John and
Philip and Bartholomew 15AndMatthew and Thomas and James, the son of
Alphaeus, and Simon, who was named the Zealot, 16 And Judas, the son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, he who was false to him. 17 And he came down
with them to a level place, and a great band of his disciples, and a very great
number of people from all Judaea and Jerusalem and from the parts of Tyre
and Sidon by the sea, came to give hearing to him, and to bemadewell from
their diseases; 18 And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were
made well. 19 And all the people were desiring to be touched by him, for
power came from him and made them all well. 20 And turning his eyes to
his disciples he said, Happy are youwho are poor: for the kingdom of God is
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yours. 21Happy are you who are in need of food now: for you will be made
full. Happy are you who are weeping now; for you will be glad. 22Happy
are you, when men have hate for you, and put you away from among them
and say angry words to you, turning away in disgust at your name, because
of the Son of man. 23 Be glad in that day, and be lifted up for joy, for your
reward in heaven will be great: for their fathers did these same things to
the prophets. 24But unhappy are you who have wealth: for you have been
comforted now. 25Unhappy are you who are full of food now: for you will
be in need. Unhappy are you who are laughing now: for you will be crying
in sorrow. 26Unhappy are you when all men give you their approval: for so
their fathers did to the false prophets. 27But I say to youwho give ear tome,
Have love for thosewho are against you, do good to thosewho have hate for
you, 28Give blessing to thosewho give you curses, say prayers for thosewho
are cruel to you. 29 If amangives youablowonone side of your face, then let
the other side be turned to him; from himwho takes away your coat, do not
keep back your robe. 30Give to everyonewho comeswith a request, and if a
man takes away your property,make no attempt to get it back again. 31Do to
others as you would have them do to you. 32 If you have love for those who
have love for you, what credit is it to you? for even sinners have love for
those who have love for them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is it to you? for even sinners do the same. 34And if you let
those have the use of yourmoney, fromwhom you are hoping to get it back,
what credit is it to you? even sinners do so to sinners, hoping to get back as
muchas they gave. 35Butbe loving to thosewhoare against youanddo them
good, and give them your money, not giving up hope, and your reward will
be great and youwill be the sons of theMost High: for he is kind to evil men,
and to those who have hard hearts. 36Be full of pity, even as your Father is
full of pity. 37Be not judges of others, and youwill not be judged: do not give
punishment to others, and you will not get punishment yourselves: make
others free, and you will be made free: 38Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, crushed down, full and running over, they will give to you.
For in the samemeasure as you give, it will be given to you again. 39And he
gave them teaching in the form of a story, saying, Is it possible for one blind
man to be guide to another? will they not go falling together into a hole?
40 The disciple is not greater than his master, but everyone whose learning
is complete will be like his master. 41And why do you take note of the grain
of dust in your brother's eye, but take no note of the bit of wood which is in
your eye? 42Howwill you say to your brother, Brother, let me take the grain
of dust out of your eye, when you yourself do not see the bit of wood in your
eye? O false one! first take the wood out of your eye and then you will see
clearly to take thedust out of yourbrother's eye. 43Fornogood treegivesbad
fruit, and no bad tree gives good fruit. 44For every tree is judged by its fruit.
Men do not get figs from thorns, or grapes from blackberry plants. 45 The
good man, out of the good store of his heart, gives good things; and the evil
man, out of his evil store, gives evil: for out of the full store of the heart come
thewords of themouth. 46Why do you say tome, Lord, Lord, and do not the
thingswhich I say? 47Everyonewho comes tome and gives ear tomywords
and does them, I will make clear to you what he is like: 48He is like a man
building a house, who went deep and put the base of it on a rock; and when
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the water came up and the river was driving against that house, it was not
moved, because the buildingwas good. 49But hewho gives hearing, without
doing, is like a man building a house on the earth without a base for it; and
when the force of the river came against it, straight away it came down; and
the destruction of that house was great.

7
1After he had come to the end of all hiswords in the hearing of the people,

he went into Capernaum. 2 And a certain captain had a servant who was
very dear to him; this servant was ill and near to death. 3Andwhen news of
Jesus came to his ears, he sent to him rulers of the Jews, requesting that he
would come andmakehis servantwell. 4And they,when they came to Jesus,
made their request warmly, saying, 5 It is right for you to do this for him,
because he is a friend to our nation, and himself has put up a Synagogue for
us. 6And Jesus went with them. And when he was not far from the house,
the man sent friends to him, saying, Lord, do not give yourself trouble: for
I am not important enough for you to come into my house: 7And I had the
feeling that I was not even good enough to come to you: but say the word
only, andmy servant will be well. 8For I, myself, am aman under authority,
havingmen underme; and I say to this one, Go, and he goes; and to another,
Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it. 9And when
these things were said to Jesus, he was surprised, and, turning to the mass
of people coming after him, said, I have not seen such great faith, no, not in
Israel. 10And when those who were sent came back to the house they saw
that the servant was well. 11 And it came about, after a little time, that he
went to a town named Nain; and his disciples went with him, and a great
number of people. 12Now when he came near the door of the town, a dead
manwas being taken out, the only son of hismother, whowas awidow: and
agreatnumberofpeople fromthe townwerewithher. 13Andwhen theLord
saw her, he had pity on her and said to her, Be not sad. 14And he came near,
and put his hand on the stretcher where the dead man was: and those who
weremoving it came to a stop. And he said, Youngman, I say to you, Get up.
15And the deadman got up, andwords came from his lips. And he gave him
to hismother. 16And fear came on all, and they gave praise to God, saying, A
great prophet is among us: and, God has given thought to his people. 17And
this story about him went through all Judaea and the places round about.
18And the disciples of John gave him an account of all these things. 19Then
John sent two of his disciples to the Lord, saying, Are you hewho is to come,
or are we waiting for another? 20Andwhen themen came to him they said,
John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, Are you hewho is to come, or are
we waiting for another? 21 At that time, he made a number of people free
from their diseases and their pains, and from evil spirits; and to others who
were blind he gave back the use of their eyes. 22 And answering them he
said, Go back and give news to John of what you have seen, and the things
which have come to your ears; the blind now see, those who had no power
in their legs are walking, lepers are made clean, those who had no hearing
now have their ears open, dead men come to life again, and the poor have
the good news given to them. 23And a blessing will be on him who has no
doubts about me. 24 And when the men who were sent by John had gone
away, he said to the people, about John, What did you go out into the waste
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land to see? a tall stem moving in the wind? 25 But what did you go out to
see? a man in soft clothing? See now, those who have beautiful clothing
and delicate food are in kings' houses. 26 But what did you go out to see? a
prophet? Yes, I say to you, andmore than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it
has been said, See, I sendmy servant before your face, whowill make ready
your way before you. 28 I say to you, Among all the sons of women, not one
is greater than John: but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater
than he. 29 (And all the people, and the tax-farmers, towhom John had given
baptism, when they had knowledge of these things, gave glory to God. 30But
thePharisees and the teachersof the lawwereagainst thepurposeofGod for
themselves, not having had his baptism.) 31What comparison am I to make
of the men of this generation? what are they like? 32 They are like children
who are seated in the market-place, crying out to one another, and saying,
Wemademusic for you, but you did not take part in the dance; we gave cries
of sorrow, but youwere not sad. 33For John the Baptist came, taking no food
or drink, and you say, He has an evil spirit. 34The Son ofman came feasting,
and you say, Here is a lover of food and wine, a friend of tax-farmers and
sinners. 35 But wisdom is judged to be right by all her children. 36And one
of the Pharisees made a request that he would take a meal with him. And
hewent into the Pharisee's house and took his seat at the table. 37And there
was awoman in the townwhowas a sinner; andwhen she had news that he
was a guest in the Pharisee's house, she took abottle of perfume, 38Andwent
in and took her place at the back of him, near his feet, weeping, so that his
feet werewashedwith the drops from her eyes, andwith her hair shemade
themdry, and kissing his feet she put the perfumeon them. 39Nowwhen the
Pharisee inwhosehousehewas saw it, he said tohimself, Thisman, if hewas
a prophet, would be conscious what sort of woman this is who has put her
hands on him, that she is a sinner. 40 And Jesus, answering, said, Simon, I
have something to say to you. And he said, Master, say on. 41 And he said,
Two men were in debt to a certain man of business: one had a debt of five
hundred pence, and the other of fifty. 42When they were unable to make
payment, he made the two of them free of their debts. Which of them, now,
will have the greater love for him? 43 Simon, in answer, said, It seems he
whose debt was greater. And he said, Your decision is right. 44And turning
to thewomanhe said to Simon, You see thiswoman? I came into your house;
youdidnot givemewater formy feet: but shehasbeenwashingmy feetwith
the drops from her eyes, and drying them with her hair. 45You did not give
meakiss: but she, from the timewhen I came in, has goneonkissingmy feet.
46You put no oil onmy head: but she has put perfume onmy feet. 47And so I
say to you, Shewill have forgiveness for her sinswhich are great in number,
because of her great love: but he who has small need of forgiveness gives
little love. 48And he said to her, You have forgiveness for your sins. 49And
thosewhowere seated at tablewith him said to themselves,Who is thiswho
even gives forgiveness of sins? 50And he said to the woman, By your faith
you have salvation; go in peace.

8
1 And it came about, after a short time, that he went through town and

country giving the good news of the kingdom of God, and with him were
the twelve, 2And certain women who had been made free from evil spirits
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and diseases, Mary named Magdalene, from whom seven evil spirits had
gone out, 3And Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's chief house-servant, and
Susannaandanumberof others,whogavehimof theirwealth forhis needs.
4 And when a great number of people came together, and men from every
townwent out to him, he gave them teaching in the form of a story: 5Aman
went out to put in seed, and while he was doing it, some was dropped by
the wayside and it was crushed under foot, and was taken by the birds of
heaven. 6And some went on the rock, and when it came up it became dry
and dead because it had no water. 7And some went among thorns, and the
thorns came up with it and it had no room for growth. 8 And some falling
on good earth, came up and gave fruit a hundred times as much. And with
these words he said in a loud voice, He who has ears, let him give ear. 9And
his disciples put questions to him about the point of the story. 10Andhe said,
To you is given knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to the
others, they are given in stories, so that seeing, theymaynot see, and though
they give hearing, the sensewill not be clear to them. 11Now this is the point
of the story: The seed is the word of God. 12Those by the side of the road are
those who have given hearing; then the Evil One comes and takes away the
word from their hearts, so that they may not have faith and get salvation.
13 And those on the rock are those who with joy give hearing to the word;
but having no root, they have faith for a time, andwhen the test comes they
give up. 14And those which went among thorns are those who have given
hearing, andgoon theirway, but theyareovercomeby cares andwealth and
thepleasures of life, and they giveno fruit. 15And those in the good earth are
those who, having given ear to the word, keep it with a good and true heart,
and in quiet strength give fruit. 16No man, when the light is lighted, puts a
cover over it, or puts it under a bed, but he puts it on its table, so that those
whocome inmaysee the light. 17Fornothing isputoutofviewwhichwill not
bemade clear, andnothing is secret ofwhich the knowledgewill not come to
light. 18So take care how you give hearing, for to himwho has will be given,
and from himwho has not will be taken evenwhat he seems to have. 19And
hismother and his brothers came to him, and theywere not able to get near
himbecauseof thegreatnumberofpeople. 20Andsomeonesaid tohim,Your
mother and your brothers are outside desiring to see you. 21 But he said to
them in answer,Mymother andmybrothers are thosewhohave knowledge
of the word of God and do it. 22Now it came about on one of those days that
he got into a boat with his disciples; and he said to them, Let us go over to
the other side of thewater: and they put out the boat. 23Butwhile theywere
sailing hewent to sleep: and a storm ofwind came down on the sea, and the
boat became full of water and they were in danger. 24 Then they came to
him and, awaking him out of his sleep, said, Master, Master, destruction is
near. And he, when he was awake, gave orders to the wind and the rolling
waves, and the storm came to an end, and all was calm. 25 And he said to
them, Where is your faith? And fear and wonder overcame them, and they
said to one another, Who then is this, who gives orders even to the winds
and the water and they do what he says? 26 And they came to the country
of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27Andwhen he had come to the
land, there came to him a certain man from the town who had evil spirits;
and for a long time he had had no clothing on, andwas not living in a house
but in theplace of thedead. 28Andwhenhe saw Jesus, he gave a loud cry and
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went down on the earth before him and in a loud voice said, What have I to
do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Do not be cruel to me. 29 For
he gave an order to the evil spirit to come out of the man. For frequently it
would take a grip of him: and hewas kept under control, and prisonedwith
chains; but parting the chains in two, he would be sent by the driving of the
evil spirit into waste places. 30 And Jesus said to him, What is your name?
And he said, Legion; for a number of spirits had gone into him. 31And they
made a request to him that hewould not give them an order to go away into
the deep. 32Now there was a great herd of pigs in that place, getting food on
the mountain: and the evil spirits made a request to him that he would let
them go into the pigs, and he let them. 33And the evil spirits came out of the
man and went into the pigs: and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope
into thewater and came to destruction. 34Andwhen themenwho took care
of them sawwhat had come about, they went quickly and gave news of it in
the town and the country. 35And they went out to see what had taken place,
and they came to Jesus and saw the man out of whom the evil spirits had
gone, seated, clothed and with full use of his senses, at the feet of Jesus; and
fear came on them. 36And those who had seen it gave them an account of
how themanwhohad the evil spiritswasmadewell. 37And all the people of
the country of the Gerasenes made a request to him to go away from them;
for they were in great fear: and he got into a boat and went back. 38But the
man from whom the evil spirits had gone out had a great desire to be with
him, but he sent him away, saying, 39 Go back to your house and let them
have news of all the great things which God has done for you. And he went
away, giving word through all the town of the great things which Jesus had
done for him. 40Andwhen Jesuswent back, the peoplewere glad to see him,
for they were all waiting for him. 41 Then there came a man named Jairus,
who was a ruler in the Synagogue: and he went down at the feet of Jesus,
desiring him to come to his house; 42 For he had an only daughter, about
twelve years old, and she was near to death. But while he was on his way,
the people were pushing to be near him. 43 And a woman, who had had a
flow of blood for twelve years, and had given all hermoney tomedicalmen,
andnot oneof themwasable tomakeherwell, 44Cameafterhimandputher
hand on the edge of his robe, and straight away the flowing of her bloodwas
stopped. 45And Jesus said, Who was touching me? And when they all said,
It is not I, Peter and those who were with him said, Master, the people are
pushing round you on every side. 46But Jesus said, Someone was touching
me, for I had the feeling that power had gone out from me. 47 And when
the woman saw that she was not able to keep it secret, she came, shaking
with fear, and falling down before him she made clear before all the people
the reason for her touching him, and how she wasmadewell straight away.
48 And he said to her, Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.
49Whilehewas still talking, someone came from thehouse of the ruler of the
Synagogue, saying, Your daughter is dead; do not go on troubling theMaster.
50But Jesus at thesewords said to him, Have no fear, only have faith, and she
will bemadewell. 51Andwhen he came to the house he did not let anyman
go in with him, but only Peter and John and James, and the father of the girl
and her mother. 52And all the people were weeping and crying for her; but
he said, Do not be sad, for she is not dead, but sleeping. 53 And they were
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laughing at him, being certain that shewas dead. 54But he, taking her hand,
said to her, My child, get up. 55And her spirit came back to her and she got
up straight away: and he gave orders that foodwas to be given to her. 56And
her father andmotherwere full ofwonder, but he gave orders to them to say
nothing about it to anyone.

9
1And getting the twelve together, he gave them power and authority over

all evil spirits and over diseases, to make themwell. 2And he sent them out
to be preachers of the kingdom of God, and to make well those who were
ill. 3And he said to them, Take nothing for your journey, no stick or bag or
bread or money, and do not take two coats. 4And if you go into a house, let
that house be your resting-place till you go away. 5And if any peoplewill not
take you in,when you go away from that town, put off its dust fromyour feet
for a witness against them. 6 And they went away, journeying through all
the towns, preaching the good news and making people free from diseases
in all places. 7NowHerod the king had news of all these things: and he was
in doubt, because it was said by some people that John had come back from
the dead; 8And by some, that Elijah had come; and by others, that one of the
old prophets had come back to life. 9 And Herod said, I put John to death:
but who is this, of whom such stories are given to me? And he had a desire
to see him. 10 And the twelve, when they came back, gave him an account
of what they had done. And he took themwith him andwent away from the
people toa townnamedBeth-saida. 11But thepeople, gettingnewsof it,went
afterhim: andhewaspleased to see them, andgave them teachingabout the
kingdom of God, andmade thosewell whowere in need of it. 12And the day
went on; and the twelve came to him and said, Send these people away so
that theymaygo into the townsand the country roundabout andget resting-
places and food for themselves, for we are in a waste place. 13 But he said,
Give them food yourselves. And they said, We have only five cakes of bread
and two fishes, if we do not go and get food for all these people. 14For there
were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, Make them be
seated in groups, about fifty to a group. 15And they did so, and made them
all be seated. 16And he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes and,
looking up to heaven, he said words of blessing over them, and when they
had been broken, he gave them to the disciples to give to the people. 17And
they all took the food and had enough; and they took up of the broken bits
whichwere over, twelve baskets full. 18And it came about that when hewas
in prayer, by himself, and the disciples were with him, he put a question to
them, saying,Whodo the people say I am? 19And they, answering, said, John
the Baptist; but others say Elijah; and others, that one of the old prophets
has come back. 20 And he said, But who do you say that I am? And Peter,
answering, said, The Christ of God. 21But he gave them special orders, not to
say this to anyman; 22Saying, The Son ofmanwill undergomuch and be put
on one side by the rulers and the chief priests and the teachers of the law,
and be put to death, and on the third day he will come back to life. 23 And
he said to them all, If any man has a desire to come after me, let him give
up all, and take up his cross every day, and come after me. 24 For whoever
has a desire to keep his life will have it taken from him, but whoever gives
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up his life because of me, will keep it. 25 For what profit will a man have if
he gets all theworld, but undergoes loss or destruction himself? 26For if any
man has a feeling of shame because of me or of my words, the Son of man
will have shame because of him when he comes in his glory and the glory
of the Father and of the holy angels. 27But truly I say to you, Some of those
who are here now will have no taste of death till they see the kingdom of
God. 28 And about eight days after he had said these things, he took Peter
and John and James with him and went up into the mountain for prayer.
29Andwhile hewas in prayer, his facewas changed and his clothing became
white and shining. 30And twomen,Moses andElijah,were talkingwithhim;
31Whowere seen in glory andwere talking of his death which was about to
take place in Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those who were with him were
overcome with sleep: but when they were fully awake, they saw his glory
and the two men who were with him. 33 And when they were about to go
away from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah: having
no knowledge of what he was saying. 34 And while he said these things,
the shade of a cloud came over them, and they were full of fear when they
went into the cloud. 35 And there was a voice from the cloud saying, This
is my Son, the man of my selection; give ear to him. 36 And after the voice
was gone they saw that Jesus was by himself. And they kept quiet, and said
nothing at that time to anyone of the things which they had seen. 37 And
on the day after, when they came down from the mountain, a great band
of people came to him. 38 And a man from among them, crying out, said,
Master, I make a request to you, give a thought to my son, for he is my only
child: 39And see, a spirit takes him, and suddenly he gives a cry, twisted in
pain and streaming at the lips, and when it goes away from him at last, he
is marked as from blows. 40And I made a request to your disciples to send
it out of him, but they were not able to do it. 41And Jesus said, O generation
without faith and false in heart, how long will I have to be with you and put
up with you? let your son come here. 42And while he was coming, he was
pushed violently down and twisted by the evil spirit. But Jesus gave sharp
orders to the unclean spirit, and made the boy well, and gave him back to
his father. 43 And they were full of wonder at the great power of God. But
while they were all wondering at all the things which he did, he said to his
disciples, 44 Let these words go deep into your ears, for the Son of man will
be given up into the hands of men. 45But this saying was not clear to them
and its sense was kept secret from them so that they were not able to see it:
and they had fear of questioning himabout it. 46Now therewas a discussion
among them about which of them would be the greatest. 47But when Jesus
saw the reasoning of their hearts, he took a small child and put him by his
side, 48 And said to them, Whoever gives honour to this child in my name,
gives honour to me: and whoever gives honour to me, gives honour to him
who sent me: for whoever is least among you all, that man is great. 49And
John, answering, said, Master, we saw aman driving out evil spirits in your
name, andwe did not let himdo it, because hewas not one of us. 50But Jesus
said to him, Let him do it, for he who is not against you is for you. 51And it
came about that when the days were near for him to be taken up, his face
was turned to go to Jerusalem, 52 And he sent men before: and they came
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to a small town of Samaria to make ready for him. 53 But they would not
have him there, because he was clearly going to Jerusalem. 54Andwhen his
disciples, James and John, saw this, they said, Lord, may we send fire from
heaven and put an end to them? 55 But turning round he said sharp words
to them. 56 And they went to another small town. 57 And when they were
on the way, a certain man said to him, I will come after you wherever you
go. 58And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have
resting-places, but the Son of man has nowhere to put his head. 59 And he
said to another, Come afterme. But he said, Lord, let me first go and give the
last honours tomy father. 60Buthe said tohim, Let thedead take care of their
dead; it is for you to go and give news of the kingdomof God. 61And another
man said, I will come with you, Lord, but first let me say a last good-day to
thosewho are atmy house. 62But Jesus said, Noman, having put his hand to
the plough and looking back, is good enough for the kingdom of God.

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord made selection of seventy others and

sent them before him, two together, into every town and place where he
himselfwas about to come. 2Andhe said to them, There ismuch grain ready
to be cut, but not enough workers: so make prayer to the Lord of the grain-
fields that he will send workers to get in the grain. 3Go on your way: see, I
send you out like lambs amongwolves. 4Take no bag formoney or for food,
and no shoes; say no word to any man on the way. 5And whenever you go
into a house, first say, Peace be to this house. 6And if a son of peace is there,
your peace will be with him: but if not, it will come back to you again. 7And
keep in that same house, taking what food and drink they give you: for the
worker has a right to his reward. Do not go from house to house. 8And into
whatever town you go, if they take you in, take whatever food is given to
you: 9Andmakewell those in it who are ill and say to them, The kingdom of
God is near to you. 10But if you go into a townwhere theywill not have you,
go out into the streets of it and say, 11 Even the dust of your town, which is
on our feet, we put off as a witness against you; but be certain of this, that
the kingdom of God is near. 12 I say to you, It will be better in that day for
Sodom than for that town. 13A curse is on you, Chorazin! A curse is on you,
Beth-saida! For if such works of power had been done in Tyre and Sidon as
have beendone in you, theywould have been turned from their sins, in days
gone by, seated in the dust. 14But it will be better for Tyre and Sidon, in the
day of judging, than for you. 15And you, Capernaum, were you not lifted up
to heaven? you will go down to hell. 16Whoever gives ear to you, gives ear
to me; and whoever is against you, is against me; and whoever is against
me, is against him who sent me. 17 And the seventy came back with joy,
saying, Lord, even the evil spirits are under our power in your name. 18And
he said, I was watching for Satan, falling from heaven like a star. 19 See, I
have given you power to put your feet on snakes and evil beasts, and over
all the strength of himwho is against you: and nothing will do you damage.
20Donot be glad, however, because youhavepowerover spirits, but because
your names are recorded in heaven. 21 In that same hour he was full of joy
in the Holy Spirit and said, I give praise to you, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have kept these things secret from the wise and themen
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of learning, and have made them clear to little children: for so, O Father, it
was pleasing in your eyes. 22All things have been given tome bymy Father:
and no one has knowledge of the Son, but only the Father: and of the Father,
but only the Son, and he to whom the Son will make it clear. 23And, turning
to the disciples, he said privately, Happy are the eyes which see the things
you see: 24 For I say to you that numbers of prophets and kings have had a
desire to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to have
knowledge of the things which have come to your ears, and they had it not.
25 And a certain teacher of the law got up and put him to the test, saying,
Master, what have I to do so that I may have eternal life? 26And he said to
him,What does the law say, in your reading of it? 27Andhe, answering, said,
Have love for the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
andwithall your strengthandwithall yourmind; and for yourneighbouras
for yourself. 28Andhe said, Youhave given the right answer: do this andyou
will have life. 29But he, desiring to put himself in the right, said to Jesus, And
who ismy neighbour? 30And Jesus, answering him, said, A certainmanwas
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he got into the hands of thieves,
who took his clothing and gave him cruel blows, and when they went away,
he was half dead. 31 And by chance a certain priest was going down that
way: andwhen he sawhim, hewent by on the other side. 32And in the same
way, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, went by on the other
side. 33But a certain man of Samaria, journeying that way, came where he
was, and when he saw him, he was moved with pity for him, 34 And came
to him and put clean linen round his wounds, with oil and wine; and he put
him on his beast and took him to a house and took care of him. 35And the
day after he took two pennies and gave them to the owner of the house and
said, Take care of him; and if this money is not enough, when I come again
I will give you whatever more is needed. 36Which of these three men, in
youropinion,wasneighbour to themanwhocame into thehandsof thieves?
37Andhe said, The onewhohadmercy onhim. And Jesus said, Go anddo the
same. 38Now, while they were on their way, he came to a certain town; and
a woman named Martha took him into her house. 39 And she had a sister,
by nameMary, who took her seat at the Lord's feet and gave attention to his
words. 40 But Martha had her hands full of the work of the house, and she
came to him and said, Lord, is it nothing to you that my sister has let me do
all the work? Say to her that she is to give me some help. 41 But the Lord,
answering, said to her, Martha, Martha, you are full of care and troubled
about such a number of things: 42 Little is needed, or even one thing only:
for Mary has taken that good part, which will not be taken away from her.

11
1 And it came about that he was in prayer in a certain place, and when

he came to an end, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, will you give us
teaching about prayer, as John did to his disciples? 2 And he said to them,
When you say your prayers, say, Father, may your name be kept holy and
your kingdom come. 3 Give us every day bread for our needs. 4 May we
have forgiveness for our sins, as we make free all those who are in debt to
us. And let us not be put to the test. 5 And he said to them, Which of you,
having a friend, would go to him in the middle of the night and say to him,
Friend, letmehave three cakes of bread; 6Becausea friendofminehas come
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to me on a journey, and I have nothing to put before him; 7 And he, from
inside the house, would say in answer, Do not be a trouble to me; the door
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; it is not possible for me
to get up and give to you? 8 I say to you, Though he will not get up and give
to him, because he is his friend, still, if he keeps on making his request, he
will get up and give him as much as he has need of. 9And I say to you, Make
requests, and they will be answered; what you are searching for, you will
get; when you give the sign, the door will be open to you. 10For to everyone
who makes a request, it will be given; and he who is searching will get his
desire; and to him who gives the sign, the door will be open. 11And which
of you, being a father, will give a stone to his son, who makes request for
bread? or for a fish, will give him a snake? 12Or for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? 13 If, then, you who are evil are able to give good things to your
children, howmuchmore will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
thosewhomake request to him? 14And hewas sending an evil spirit out of a
manwhowaswithout thepowerof talking. And it cameabout thatwhen the
spirit had gone the man had the power of talking; and the people were full
of wonder. 15But some of them said, He sends out evil spirits by Beelzebul,
the ruler of evil spirits. 16 And others, testing him, were looking for a sign
fromheaven fromhim. 17Buthe, havingknowledgeof their thoughts, said to
them, Every kingdom in which there is division is made waste; and a house
in which there is division comes to destruction. 18 If, then, Satan is at war
with himself, howwill he keephis kingdom? because you say that I send evil
spirits out ofmen by the help of Beelzebul. 19And if I, by Beelzebul, send out
evil spirits, by whose help do your sons send them out? so let them be your
judges. 20But if I, by the finger of God, send out evil spirits, then the kingdom
of God has overtaken you. 21When the strongman armed keeps watch over
his house, then his goods are safe: 22 But when one who is stronger makes
an attack on him and overcomes him, he takes away his instruments of war,
in which he had put his faith, and makes division of his goods. 23He who is
notwithme is againstme, andhewhowill not givemehelp in getting people
together is driving them away. 24 The unclean spirit, when he has gone out
of a man, goes through dry places, looking for rest; and when he does not
get it, he says, I will go back to my house from which I came. 25And when
he comes, he sees that it has been made fair and clean. 26Then he goes and
gets seven other spiritsmore evil thanhimself, and they go in, and take their
places there: and the last conditionof thatman isworse than thefirst. 27And
it came about that when he said these things, a certain woman among the
people said in a loud voice, Happy is the bodywhich gave you birth, and the
breasts fromwhich you took milk. 28But he said, More happy are they who
give hearing to the word of God and keep it. 29Andwhen a great number of
people came together tohim, he said, This generation is anevil generation: it
is looking for a sign andno signwill be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 30For
evenas Jonahbecamea sign to theNinevites, sowill the Sonofmanbe to this
generation. 31The queen of the Southwill comeup on the day of judging and
give her decision against the men of this generation: for she came from the
ends of the earth to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon; and now something
greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will come up in the
day of judging and give their decision against this generation: for theywere
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turned away from their sins at the preaching of Jonah; but now something
greater than Jonah is here. 33Noman, when the light has been lighted, puts
it in a secret place, or under a vessel, but on its table, so that thosewho come
in may see the light. 34 The light of the body is the eye: when your eye is
true, all your body is full of light; but when it is evil, your body is dark. 35 So
take care that the light which is in you is not dark. 36 If, then, all your body
is light, with no part of it dark, it will be completely full of light, as when a
flame with its bright shining gives you light. 37Now, while he was talking,
a Pharisee made a request that he would come to a meal with him; and he
went in and took his seat at the meal. 38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he
was surprised because he came to the meal without first washing himself.
39And the Lord said to him, You Pharisees make the outside of the cup and
the plate clean; but inside you are thieves and full of evil. 40O you foolish
ones! did not he who made the outside in the same way make the inside?
41But if you give to the poor such things as you are able, then all things are
clean to you. 42 But a curse is on you, Pharisees! for you make men give a
tenth of every sort of plant, and give no thought to right and the love of God;
but it is right for you to do these things, and not let the others be undone.
43A curse is on you, Pharisees! for your desires are for the most important
seats in the Synagogues and for words of respect said to you in the market-
place. 44A curse is on you! for you are like the resting-places of dead men,
which are not seen, and men go walking over them without knowledge of
it. 45And one of the teachers of the law, answering, said to him, Master, in
saying this, you give a bad name to us as to them. 46 And he said, A curse
is on you, teachers of the law! for while other men are crushed under the
weight of the rules you make for them, you yourselves do not put so much
as one finger to them. 47A curse is on you! for you make resting-places for
the bodies of the prophets, but your fathers put them to death. 48 So you are
witnesses and give approval to theworkof your fathers; for theyput them to
death and you make their last resting-places. 49 For this reason the wisdom
of Godhas said, I will send themprophets and teachers, and to some of them
they will give death and cruel pains; 50 So that punishment may come on
this generation for the blood of all the prophets which was given from the
earliest days; 51 From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah, who was
put to death between the altar and the Temple. Yes, I say to you, It will come
on this generation. 52 A curse is on you, teachers of the law! for you have
taken away the key of knowledge: you did not go in yourselves, and you got
in the way of those whowere going in. 53Andwhen he had come out of that
place, the scribes and the Pharisees came round him angrily, questioning
him about more things; 54And watching him, for a chance to get something
from his words whichmight be used against him.

12
1 At that time, when thousands of the people had come together, in such

numbers that they were crushing one another, he said first to his disciples,
Have nothing to do with the leaven of the Pharisees, which is deceit. 2 But
nothing is covered up, whichwill not come to light, or secret, whichwill not
be made clear. 3 So, whatever you have said in the dark, will come to men's
hearing in the light, and what you have said secretly inside the house, will
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bemade public from the house-tops. 4And I say to you, my friends, Have no
fear of thosewhomayput the body to death, and are able to donomore than
that. 5But I will make clear to you ofwhomyou are to be in fear: of himwho
after death has power to send you to hell; yes, truly I say, Have fear of him.
6 Are not five sparrows given in exchange for two farthings? and God has
every one of them inmind. 7But even the hairs of your head are numbered.
Have no fear: you are of more value than a flock of sparrows. 8And I say to
you that to everyone who gives witness to me before men, the Son of man
will give witness before the angels of God. 9 But if anyone says before men
that he has no knowledge of me, I will say that I have no knowledge of him
before the angels of God. 10 And if anyone says a word against the Son of
man, he will have forgiveness: but for him who says evil words against the
Holy Spirit, there will be no forgiveness. 11And when they take you before
the Synagogues and the authorities and the rulers, take no thought about
what answers you will give, or what you will say: 12 For the Holy Spirit will
make clear to you in that very hourwhat to say. 13And one of the people said
to him, Master, give an order to my brother to make division of the heritage
with me. 14But he said, Man, who made me a judge or a maker of decisions
for you? 15And he said to them, Take care to keep yourselves free from the
desire for property; for a man's life is not made up of the number of things
which he has. 16And he said to them, in a story, The land of a certainman of
great wealth was very fertile: 17And he said to himself, What is to be done?
for I have no place inwhich to put allmy fruit. 18Andhe said, This Iwill do: I
will take downmy store-houses andmake greater ones, and there I will put
allmy grain andmygoods. 19And Iwill say tomy soul, Soul, youhave a great
amount of goods in store, enough for a number of years; be at rest, take food
andwine and be happy. 20But God said to him, You foolish one, tonight Iwill
take your soul from you, and who then will be the owner of all the things
which you have got together? 21 So that is what comes to the man who gets
wealth for himself, and has not wealth in the eyes of God. 22And he said to
his disciples, For this reason I say to you, Take no thought for your life, about
what food you will take, or for your body, how it may be clothed. 23 Is not
life more than food, and the body than its clothing? 24 Give thought to the
ravens; they do not put seeds into the earth, or get together grain; they have
no store-houses or buildings; and God gives them their food: of how much
greater value are you than the birds! 25Andwhich of you by taking thought
is able tomake himself any taller? 26 If, then, you are not able to do even that
which is least, why are you troubled about the rest? 27Give thought to the
flowers: they do no work, they make no thread; and still I say to you, Even
Solomon, in all his glory, was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God gives
such clothing to the grass in the field, which today is living, and tomorrow
will be burned in the oven, how much more will he give clothing to you, O
men of little faith? 29 And do not give overmuch thought to your food and
drink, and let not yourmind be full of doubts. 30For the nations of theworld
go in search of all these things: but your Father has knowledge that youhave
need of them. 31But let your chief care be for his kingdom, and these other
things will be given to you in addition. 32Have no fear, little flock, for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Give what property
you have in exchange for money, and give the money to the poor; make for
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yourselves money-bags which will not get old, wealth stored up in heaven
which will be yours for ever, where thieves will not come nor worms put it
to destruction. 34 For where your wealth is, there will your heart be. 35 Be
ready, dressed as for a journey, with your lights burning. 36And be likemen
who are looking for their lord, when he comes back from the bride-feast; so
that when he comes to the door, it will be open to him quickly. 37Happy are
those servants who arewatchingwhen the lord comes; truly I say to you, he
will make himself their servant and, placing them at the table, he will come
out and give them food. 38And if he comes in the seconddivision of the night
or in the third, and they are watching for him, happy are those servants.
39 But be certain of this, that if the master of the house had had knowledge
of the time when the thief was coming, he would have been watching, and
would not have let his house be broken into. 40 So be ready: for the Son of
man is coming at a timewhen you are not looking for him. 41And Peter said
to him, Lord, are these words said to us only, or to all men? 42And the Lord
said,Who then is thewise and responsible servantwhomhis lordwill put in
control ofhis family, to give themtheir foodat the right time? 43Happy is that
servant who, when his lord comes, is doing so. 44 Truly I say to you, he will
put him in control of all his goods. 45But if that servant says to himself, My
lord is a long time coming; and goes about giving blows to themen-servants
and thewomen-servants, feasting and taking overmuchwine; 46The lord of
that servant will come at a time when he is not looking for him, and at an
hour when he is not ready for him, and he will have him cut in two andwill
give him his part in the fate of those who have no faith; 47And the servant
who had knowledge of his lord's desires and was not ready for him and did
not do as he was ordered, will be given a great number of blows; 48 But he
who, without knowledge, did things for which punishment is given, will get
only a small number of blows. The man to whom much is given, will have
to give much; if much is given into his care, of him more will be requested.
49 I came to send a fire on the earth, and it may even now have been lighted.
50 But there is a baptism which I have to undergo; and how am I kept back
till it is complete! 51 Is it your opinion that I have come to give peace on
earth? I say to you, No, but division: 52 For from this time, a family of five
in one house will be on opposite sides, three against two and two against
three. 53 They will be at war, the father against his son, and the son against
his father; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-
in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law againstmother-in-law.
54 Then he said to the people, When you see a cloud coming up in the west,
straight away you say, There will be rain; and so it is. 55Andwhen you see a
south wind blowing, you say, There will be heat; and so it is. 56O false ones!
the face of the earth and the heaven is clear to you; how is it that the signs
of these times are not as clear to you? 57 And why are you, in your hearts,
unable to be judges of what is right? 58 For if anyone has a cause at law
against you, and you are going with him before the ruler, make an attempt,
on theway, to come to an agreementwith him, for if you do not, hemay take
you before the judge and the judge will give you up to the police, and they
will put you in prison. 59 I say to you, Youwill not come out of it till you have
made payment to the very last farthing.
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13
1 Now some people who were there at that time, gave him an account

of how the blood of some Galilaeans had been mixed by Pilate with their
offerings. 2 And he, in answer, said to them, Are you of the opinion that
these Galilaeans were worse than all other Galilaeans, because these things
were done to them? 3 I say to you, It is not so: but if your hearts are not
changed, you will all come to the same end. 4 Or those eighteen men who
were crushed by the fall of the tower of Siloam, were they worse than all
the other men living in Jerusalem? 5 I say to you, It is not so: but if your
hearts are not changed, you will all come to an end in the same way. 6And
he made up this story for them: A certain man had a fig-tree in his garden,
and he came to get fruit from it, and there was no fruit. 7And he said to the
gardener, See, for three years I have been looking for fruit from this tree,
and I have not had any: let it be cut down; why is it taking up space? 8And
he said, Lord, let it be for this year, and Iwill have the earth turned up round
it, and put animal waste on it, to make it fertile: 9 And if, after that, it has
fruit, it is well; if not, let it be cut down. 10 And he was teaching in one of
the Synagogues on the Sabbath. 11And there was a woman who had had a
disease for eighteen years; she was bent, and was not able to make herself
straight. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he said to her, Woman, you are made
free from your disease. 13And he put his hands on her, and she was made
straight, and gavepraise toGod. 14And the ruler of the Synagoguewas angry
because Jesus had made her well on the Sabbath, and he said to the people,
There are six days in which men may do work: so come on those days to
be made well, and not on the Sabbath. 15But the Lord gave him an answer
and said, O you false men! do you not, every one of you, on the Sabbath,
let loose his ox and his ass and take it to the water? 16And is it not right for
this daughter of Abraham, who has been in the power of Satan for eighteen
years, to be made free on the Sabbath? 17 And when he said these things,
thosewhowere against himwere shamed, and all the peoplewere full of joy
because of the great things which were done by him. 18Then he said, What
is the kingdom of God like? what comparison may I make of it? 19 It is like a
grainofmustard seedwhichaman tookandput inhis garden, and it became
a tree, and the birds of heaven made their resting-places in its branches.
20 And again he said, What is the kingdom of God like? 21 It is like leaven,
which a woman put into three measures of meal, and it was all leavened.
22And he went on his way, through towns and country places, teaching and
journeying to Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, Lord, will only a small
number have salvation? And he said to them, 24 Do your best to go in by
the narrow door, for I say to you, A number will make the attempt to go in,
but will not be able to do so. 25When the master of the house has got up,
and the door has been shut, and you, still outside, give blows on the door,
saying, Lord, let us in; he will make answer and say, I have no knowledge of
where you come from. 26 Then you will say, We have taken food and drink
with you, and you were teaching in our streets. 27 But he will say, Truly, I
have no knowledge of you or where you come from; go away fromme, you
workers of evil. 28There will be weeping and cries of sorrow when you see
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, but
you yourselves are shut outside. 29 And they will come from the east and
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from the west, from the north and from the south, and take their places in
the kingdomofGod. 30And the lastwill be first, and thefirstwill be last. 31At
that time, certain Pharisees came to him and said, Go away from this place,
because Herod's purpose is to put you to death. 32And he said, Go and say to
that fox, I send out evil spirits and do works of mercy today and tomorrow,
and on the third day my work will be complete. 33 But I have to go on my
way today and tomorrow and the third day, for it is not right for a prophet
to come to his death outside Jerusalem. 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting
to death the prophets, and stoning those who were sent to her! again and
again would I have taken your children to myself, as a bird takes her young
ones under her wings, but you would not! 35Now see, your house is waste,
and I say to you, Youwill not seeme again till you say, A blessing on himwho
comes in the name of the Lord.

14
1And it came about that when he went into the house of one of the chief

Pharisees on the Sabbath, to have a meal, they were watching him. 2And a
certainmanwas therewhohad adisease. 3And Jesus, answering, said to the
scribes and Pharisees, Is it right to make people well on the Sabbath or not?
4But they said nothing. And hemade himwell and sent him away. 5And he
said to them, Which of you, whose ox or ass has got into a water-hole, will
not straight away get him out on the Sabbath? 6And they had no answer to
that question. 7Andhe gave teaching in the formof a story to the guestswho
came to the feast, when he saw how they took the best seats; saying to them,
8When you get a request to come to a feast, do not take the best seat, for a
more important man than you may be coming, 9 And then the giver of the
feast will come to you and say, Give your place to this man; and you, with
shame, will have to take the lowest seat. 10But when you come, go and take
the lowest seat, so that when the giver of the feast comes, hemay say to you,
Friend, come up higher; and then youwill have honour in the eyes of all the
others who are there. 11 For every man who gives himself a high place will
be put down, but hewho takes a low place will be lifted up. 12And he said to
themaster of the house, When you give a feast, do not send for your friends
and your brothers and your family or your neighbours who have wealth,
for they may give a feast for you, and so you will get a reward. 13But when
you give a feast, send for the poor and the blind and those who are broken
in body: 14And youwill have a blessing, because theywill not be able to give
you anypayment, and youwill get your rewardwhen theupright comeback
from the dead. 15And, hearing these words, one of those who were at table
with him said to him, Happy is the man who will be a guest in the kingdom
of God. 16 And he said to them, A certain man gave a great feast, and sent
word of it to a number of people. 17Andwhen the time had come, he sent his
servants to say to them, Come, for all things are now ready. 18And they all
gave reasons why they were not able to come. The first said to him, I have
got a new field, and it is necessary for me to go and see it: I am full of regret
that I am unable to come. 19And another said, I have got some cattle, and I
am going tomake a test of them: I am full of regret that I amunable to come.
20Andanother said, Ihavebeenmarried, andso Iamnotable to come. 21And
the servant came back and gave hismaster an account of these things. Then
the master of the house was angry and said to the servant, Go out quickly
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into the streets of the town and get the poor, the blind, and those who are
broken in body. 22And the servant said, Lord, your orders have been done,
and still there is room. 23 And the lord said to the servant, Go out into the
roads and the fields, and make them come in, so that my house may be full.
24For I say to you that not oneof thosewhowere requested to comewill have
a taste of my feast. 25Now a great number of people went with him. 26And
turning round, he said to them, If any man comes to me, and has not hate
for his father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters,
and even for his life, he may not be my disciple. 27Whoever does not take
up his cross and come after memay not be my disciple. 28For which of you,
desiring to put up a tower, does not first give much thought to the price, if
he will have enough to make it complete? 29For fear that if he makes a start
and is not able to go on with it to the end, all who see it will be laughing at
him, 30And saying, Thismanmade a start at building and is not able tomake
it complete. 31Or what king, going to war with another king, will not first
take thought if he will be strong enough, with ten thousandmen, to keep off
himwho comes against him with twenty thousand? 32Or while the other is
still a great distance away, he sends representatives requesting conditions
of peace. 33And so whoever is not ready to give up all he hasmay not bemy
disciple. 34For salt is good, but if the taste goes from it, of what use is it? 35 It
is no good for the land or for the place of waste; no one has a use for it. He
who has ears, let him give ear.

15
1Now all the tax-farmers and sinners came near to give ear to him. 2And

the Pharisees and scribes were angry, saying, This man gives approval to
sinners, and takes food with them. 3And he made a story for them, saying,
4What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if one of them gets loose and
goes away, will not let the ninety-nine be in the waste land by themselves,
andgoafter thewanderingone, till he seeswhere it is? 5Andwhenhehasgot
it again, he takes it in his armswith joy. 6Andwhenhe gets back to his house,
he sends for his neighbours and friends, saying to them, Be gladwithme, for
I have got back my sheep which had gone away. 7 I say to you that even so
there will be more joy in heaven when one sinner is turned away from his
wrongdoing, than for ninety-nine goodmen, who have no need of a change
of heart. 8Orwhat woman, having ten bits of silver, if one bit has gone from
her hands, will not get a light, and go through her house, searching with
care till she sees it? 9 And when she has it again, she gets her friends and
neighbours together, saying, Be glad with me, for I have got back the bit of
silver which had gone fromme. 10Even so, I say to you, There is joy among
the angels of God, when one sinner is turned away from his wrongdoing.
11And he said, A certainman had two sons: 12And the younger of them said
to his father, Father, give me that part of your property which will be mine.
And he made division of his goods between them. 13And not long after, the
younger son got together everything which was his and took a journey into
a far-away country, and there all his money went in foolish living. 14 And
when everythingwas gone, therewas no food to be had in that country, and
he was in need. 15 And he went and put himself into the hands of one of
the people of that country, and he sent him into his fields to give the pigs
their food. 16And so greatwas his need that hewould have been glad to take
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the pigs' food, and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to his
senses, he said, What numbers of my father's servants have bread enough,
andmore,while I amnear to deathhere throughneedof food! 18 Iwill get up
and go to my father, and will say to him, Father, I have done wrong, against
heaven and in your eyes: 19 I am no longer good enough to be named your
son: make me like one of your servants. 20 And he got up and went to his
father. But while he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved
with pity for him and went quickly and took him in his arms and gave him
a kiss. 21And his son said to him, Father, I have done wrong, against heaven
and in your eyes: I am no longer good enough to be named your son. 22But
the father said to his servants, Get out the first robe quickly, and put it on
him, andput a ringonhis handand shoes onhis feet: 23Andget the fat young
ox and put it to death, and let us have a feast, and be glad. 24For this, my son,
who was dead, is living again; he had gone away from me, and has come
back. And they were full of joy. 25Now the older son was in the field: and
when he came near the house, the sounds of music and dancing came to his
ears. 26And he sent for one of the servants, questioning him about what it
might be. 27And he said to him, Your brother has come; and your father has
had the young ox put to death because he has come back safely. 28 But he
was angry andwould not go in; and his father came out andmade a request
to him to come in. 29But hemade answer and said to his father, See, all these
years I have been your servant, doing your orders in everything: and you
nevergavemeevenayounggoat so that Imighthavea feastwithmy friends:
30 But when this your son came, who has been wasting your property with
badwomen, you put to death the fat young ox for him. 31Andhe said to him,
Son, you are with me at all times, and all I have is yours. 32But it was right
to be glad and to have a feast; for this your brother, who was dead, is living
again; he had gone away and has come back.

16
1 And another time he said to the disciples, There was a certain man of

great wealthwho had a servant; and it was said to him that this servant was
wasting his goods. 2And he sent for him and said, What is this which is said
about you? givemeanaccount of all youhavedone, for youwill no longerbe
themanager of my property. 3And the servant said to himself, What am I to
do now thatmy lord takes awaymyposition? I have not enough strength for
working in the fields, and I would be shamed if I made requests for money
from people in the streets. 4 I have come to a decision what to do, so that
when I am put out of my position they will take me into their houses. 5And
sending for every onewhowas in debt to his lord he said to the first,What is
the amount of your debt to my lord? 6And he said, A hundred measures of
oil. And he said, Take your account straight away and put down fifty. 7Then
he said to another,What is the amount of your debt? Andhe said, A hundred
measures of grain. And he said to him, Take your account and put down
eighty. 8 And his lord was pleased with the false servant, because he had
beenwise; for the sons of thisworld arewiser in relation to their generation
than the sons of light. 9And I say to you,Make friends for yourselves through
thewealth of this life, so thatwhen it comes to an end, youmaybe taken into
the eternal resting-places. 10He who is true in a little, is true in much; he
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who is false in small things, is false in great. 11 If, then, you have not been
true inyouruseof thewealthof this life,whowill give into your care the true
wealth? 12And if youhavenot been true in your care of theproperty of other
people, who will give you that which is yours? 13No man may be a servant
to two masters: for he will have hate for the one and love for the other; or
he will keep to the one and have no respect for the other. You may not be
servants of God and of wealth. 14 And the Pharisees, who had a great love
of money, hearing these things, were making sport of him. 15 And he said,
You take care to seem right in the eyes ofmen, but God sees your hearts: and
those thingswhichare important in theopinionofmen, areevil in theeyesof
God. 16The lawand theprophetswere till John: but then came thepreaching
of the kingdom of God, and everyone makes his way into it by force. 17But
heaven and earth will come to an end before the smallest letter of the law
may be dropped out. 18Everyonewho puts away his wife and takes another,
is a false husband: and he who is married to a woman whose husband has
put her away, is no true husband to her. 19Now there was a certain man of
great wealth, who was dressed in fair clothing of purple and delicate linen,
and was shining and glad every day. 20 And a certain poor man, named
Lazarus, was stretched out at his door, full ofwounds, 21Desiring the broken
bits of food which came from the table of the man of wealth; and even the
dogs cameandput their tongues onhiswounds. 22And in time the poorman
came to his end, and angels took him to Abraham's breast. And the man of
wealth came to his end, and was put in the earth. 23 And in hell, being in
great pain, lifting up his eyes he sawAbraham, far away, and Lazarus on his
breast. 24And he gave a cry and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me
and send Lazarus, so that he may put the end of his finger in water and put
it onmy tongue, for I am cruelly burning in this flame. 25But Abraham said,
Keep inmind,my son, that when youwere living, you had your good things,
while Lazarus had evil things: but now, he is comforted and you are in pain.
26And in addition, there is a deep division fixed between us and you, so that
those who might go from here to you are not able to do so, and no one may
come from you to us. 27 And he said, Father, it is my request that you will
send him to my father's house; 28 For I have five brothers; and let him give
them an account of these things, so that they may not come to this place of
pain. 29But Abraham said, They haveMoses and the prophets; let them give
ear to what they say. 30 And he said, No, father Abraham, but if someone
went to them from the dead, their hearts would be changed. 31And he said
to him, If theywill not give attention toMoses and the prophets, theywill not
bemoved even if someone comes back from the dead.

17
1And he said to his disciples, It is necessary for causes of trouble to come

about, but unhappy is he by whom they come. 2 It would be well for him if a
great stone was put round his neck and he was dropped into the sea, before
he made trouble for any of these little ones. 3Give attention to yourselves:
if your brother does wrong, say a sharp word to him; and if he has sorrow
for his sin, let him have forgiveness. 4And if he does youwrong seven times
in a day, and seven times comes to you and says, I have regret for what I
have done; let himhave forgiveness. 5And the twelve said to the Lord,Make
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our faith greater. 6 And the Lord said, If your faith was only as great as a
grain of mustard seed, you might say to this tree, Be rooted up and planted
in the sea; and it would be done. 7 But which of you, having a servant who
is ploughing or keeping sheep, will say to him, when he comes in from the
field, Come now and be seated and have ameal, 8Will he not say, Get ameal
forme, andmake yourself ready and see tomy needs till I have hadmy food
and drink; and after that you may have yours? 9Does he give praise to the
servant because he did what was ordered? 10 In the same way, when you
have done all the things which are given you to do, say, There is no profit in
us, for we have only donewhat wewere ordered to do. 11And it came about
that when theywere on theway to Jerusalem hewent through Samaria and
Galilee. 12And when he went into a certain small town he came across ten
menwhowere lepers, and they, keeping themselves at a distance, 13Said, in
loud voices, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14And when he saw them he
said, Go, and let the priests see you. And, while they were going, they were
made clean. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was clean, turning
back, gave praise to God in a loud voice; 16And, falling down on his face at
the feet of Jesus, he gave the credit to him; and he was a man of Samaria.
17And Jesus said,Were there not tenmenwhoweremade clean? where are
the nine? 18Have not any of them come back to give glory to God, but only
this one from a strange land? 19And he said to him, Get up, and go on your
way; your faith hasmade youwell. 20Andwhen the Pharisees put questions
tohimaboutwhen thekingdomofGodwouldcome, hegave themananswer
and said, The kingdom of God will not come through observation: 21 And
men will not say, See, it is here! or, There! for the kingdom of God is among
you. 22And he said to his disciples, The timewill comewhen youwill have a
great desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, but you will not see it.
23And if they say to you, See, it is there! or, It is here! do not go away, or go
after them. 24For as in a thunderstorm the bright light is seen from one end
of the sky to the other, so will the Son ofman bewhen his time comes. 25But
first, hewill have toundergomuchandbeput onone sideby this generation.
26And as it was in the days of Noah, sowill it be in the day of the Son ofman.
27Theywere feastingand takingwives andgettingmarried, till thedayof the
overflowing of the waters, when Noah went into the ark, and they all came
to destruction. 28 In the sameway, in the days of Lot; they were feasting and
trading, they were planting and building; 29 But on the day when Lot went
out of Sodom, fire came down from heaven and destruction came on them
all. 30 So will it be in the day of the revelation of the Son of man. 31On that
day, if anyone is on the roof of the house, and his goods are in the house, let
him not go down to take them away; and let him who is in the field not go
back to his house. 32Keep in mind Lot's wife. 33 If anyonemakes an attempt
to keep his life, it will be taken from him, but if anyone gives up his life, he
will keep it. 34 I say to you, In that night there will be two men sleeping in
one bed, and onewill be taken away and the other let go. 35Twowomenwill
be crushing grain together; one will be taken away and the other let go. 36 []
37And they, answering him, said,Where, Lord? And he said to them,Where
the body is, there will the eagles come together.
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18
1Andhemadea story for them, thepoint ofwhichwas thatmenwere to go

onmaking prayer and not get tired; 2 Saying, There was a judge in a certain
town, who had no fear of God or respect for man: 3And there was a widow
in that town, and she kept on coming to him and saying, Give me my right
against themanwho has donemewrong. 4And for a time hewould not: but
later, he said to himself, Though I have no fear of God or respect for man,
5 Because this widow is a trouble to me, I will give her her right; for if not,
I will be completely tired out by her frequent coming. 6And the Lord said,
Give ear to the words of the evil judge. 7 And will not God do right in the
cause of his saints, whose cries come day and night to his ears, though he
is long in doing it? 8 I say to you that he will quickly do right in their cause.
But when the Son of man comes, will there be any faith on earth? 9And he
made this story for some people whowere certain that they were good, and
had a low opinion of others: 10 Two men went up to the Temple for prayer;
one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-farmer. 11 The Pharisee, taking up his
position, said to himself thesewords: God, I give youpraise because I amnot
like othermen, who takemore than their right, who are evil-doers, who are
untrue to their wives, or even like this tax-farmer. 12Twice in the week I go
without food; I give a tenth of all I have. 13The tax-farmer, on the other hand,
keeping far away, and not lifting up even his eyes to heaven, made signs of
grief and said, God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 14 I say to you, This man
went back to his housewith God's approval, and not the other: for everyone
who makes himself high will be made low and whoever makes himself low
will be made high. 15And they took their children to him, so that he might
put his hands on them: but when the disciples saw it, they said sharpwords
to them 16But Jesus sent for them, saying, Let the children come to me, and
do not keep them away, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 17 Truly I say
to you, Whoever does not put himself under the kingdom of God like a little
child, will not come into it at all. 18 And a certain ruler put a question to
him, saying, Good Master, what have I to do so that I may have eternal life?
19And Jesus said to him,Why do you say that I am good? No one is good, but
only God. 20You have knowledge of what the law says: Do not be untrue to
your wife, Do not put anyone to death, Do not take what is not yours, Do not
give false witness, Give honour to your father and mother. 21 And he said,
All these things I have done from the time when I was a boy. 22 And Jesus,
hearing it, said to him, One thing you still have need of; get money for your
goods, and give it away to the poor, and you will have wealth in heaven;
and come after me. 23 But at these words he became very sad, for he had
great wealth. 24And Jesus, looking at him, said, How hard it is for those who
have wealth to get into the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a man who has much money to come
into the kingdomofGod. 26And thosewhowerepresent said, Thenwhomay
have salvation? 27But he said, Things which are not possible with man are
possible with God. 28And Peter said, See, we have given up what is ours to
come after you. 29And he said to them, Truly I say to you, There is no man
who has given up house orwife or brothers or father ormother or children,
because of the kingdom of God, 30Who will not get much more in this time,
and in the world to come, eternal life. 31 And he took with him the twelve
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and said to them,Nowweare goingup to Jerusalem, andall the thingswhich
were said by the prophets will be done to the Son of man. 32 For he will be
given up to the Gentiles, and will be made sport of and put to shame: 33And
he will be given cruel blows and put to death, and on the third day he will
come back to life. 34But they did not take in the sense of any of these words,
and what he said was not clear to them, and their minds were not able to
see it. 35 And it came about that when he got near Jericho, a certain blind
man was seated by the side of the road, making requests for money from
those who went by. 36 And hearing the sound of a great number of people
going by, he said, What is this? 37And they said to him, Jesus of Nazareth is
going by. 38And he said in a loud voice, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me. 39And those whowere in front made protests and said to him, Be quiet:
but he said all the more, O Son of David, have mercy on me. 40 And Jesus,
stopping, gave orders that he was to come to him, and when he came near,
he said to him, 41What would you have me do for you? And he said, Lord,
that I may be able to see again. 42And Jesus said, See again: your faith has
made you well. 43And straight away he was able to see, and he went after
him, giving glory to God; and all the people when they saw it gave praise to
God.

19
1 And he went into Jericho, and when he was going through it, 2 A man,

named Zacchaeus, who was the chief tax-farmer, and a man of wealth,
3Made an attempt to get a view of Jesus, and was not able to do so, because
of the people, for hewas a smallman. 4Andhewent quickly in front of them
and got up into a tree to see him, for hewas going thatway. 5Andwhen Jesus
came to the place, looking up, he said to him, Zacchaeus, be quick and come
down, for I am coming to your house today. 6 And he came down quickly,
and took him into his house with joy. 7 And when they saw it, they were
all angry, saying, He has gone into the house of a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus,
waiting before him, said to the Lord, See, Lord, half of my goods I give to
the poor, and if I have taken anything from anyonewrongly, I give him back
four times as much. 9 And Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to
this house, for even he is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man came
to make search for those who are wandering from the way, and to be their
Saviour. 11Andwhile they were giving ear to these words, hemade another
story for them, because he was near Jerusalem, and because they were of
the opinion that the kingdomofGodwas coming straight away. 12So he said,
A certain man of high birth went into a far-away country to get a kingdom
for himself, and to come back. 13 And he sent for ten of his servants and
gave them ten pounds and said to them, Do business with this till I come.
14 But his people had no love for him, and sent representatives after him,
saying, We will not have this man for our ruler. 15And when he came back
again, having got his kingdom, he gave orders for those servants to whom
he had given the money to come to him, so that he might have an account
of what business they had done. 16 And the first came before him, saying,
Lord, yourpoundhasmade tenpounds. 17Andhe said tohim, Youhavedone
well, O good servant: because you have done well in a small thing you will
have authority over ten towns. 18Andanother came, saying, Yourpoundhas
made five pounds. 19And he said, You will be ruler over five towns. 20And
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another came, saying, Lord, here is your pound, which I put away in a cloth;
21Because Iwas in fear of you, for you are a hardman: you take upwhat you
have not put down, and get in grain where you have not put seed. 22He said
to him, By thewords of yourmouth youwill be judged, you bad servant. You
had knowledge that I am a hard man, taking up what I have not put down
and getting in grain where I have not put seed; 23Why then did you not put
my money in a bank, so that when I came I would get it back with interest?
24And he said to the others who were near, Take the pound away from him,
and give it to the man who has ten. 25And they say to him, Lord, he has ten
pounds. 26And I say to you that to everyonewhohas,morewill be given, but
from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 27And as for
thosewhowere againstme, whowould not haveme for their ruler, let them
come here, and be put to death before me. 28And when he had said this, he
went on in front of them, going up to Jerusalem. 29And it came about that
when he got near Beth-phage and Bethany by themountainwhich is named
the Mountain of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 Saying, Go into the
little town in front of you, and on going in youwill see a young ass fixedwith
a cord, on which no man has ever been seated; let him loose and take him.
31 And if anyone says to you, Why are you taking him? say, The Lord has
need of him. 32And those whom he sent went away, and it was as he said.
33And when they were getting the young ass, the owners of it said to them,
Why are you taking the young ass? 34And they said, The Lord has need of
him. 35And they tookhim to Jesus, and theyput their clothing on the ass, and
Jesus got on to him. 36And while he went on his way they put their clothing
down on the road in front of him. 37And when he came near the foot of the
Mountain of Olives, all the discipleswith loud voices gave praise to Godwith
joy, because of all the great works which they had seen; 38Saying, A blessing
on the King who comes in the name of the Lord; peace in heaven and glory
in the highest. 39And some of the Pharisees among the people said to him,
Master, make your disciples be quiet. 40And he said in answer, I say to you,
if these men keep quiet, the very stones will be crying out. 41And when he
got near and saw the town, hewas overcomewithweeping for it, 42Saying, If
you, even you, had knowledge today, of the thingswhich give peace! but you
are not able to see them. 43For the time will come when your attackers will
put awall round you, and come all round you and keep you in on every side,
44And will make you level with the earth, and your children with you; and
therewill not beone stone resting onanother in you, because youdidnot see
that it was your day of mercy. 45And he went into the Temple and put out
those who were trading there, 46 Saying to them, It has been said, My house
is to be ahouse of prayer, but youhavemade it a hole of thieves. 47Andevery
day he was teaching in the Temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and
the rulers of thepeoplewereattempting toputhim todeath; 48But theywere
not able to do anything, because the people all kept near him, being greatly
interested in his words.

20
1And it came about on one of those days, whenhewas teaching the people

in the Temple and preaching the good news, 2That the chief priests and the
scribes and the rulers of thepeople came tohimand said,Make clear tousby
what authority you do these things and who gave you this authority. 3And
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in answer he said to them, I will put a question to you, and do you give me
an answer: 4The baptism of John, was it from heaven or of men? 5And they
said among themselves, Ifwe say, Fromheaven; hewill say,Whydid younot
have faith in him? 6But if we say, Of men; we will be stoned by the people,
for they are certain that John was a prophet. 7And they made answer that
they had no idea where it came from. 8And Jesus said, And I will not make
clear to you by what authority I do these things. 9 And he gave the people
this story: A man made a vine-garden and gave the use of it to some field-
workers and went into another country for a long time. 10And at the right
time he sent a servant to the workers to get part of the fruit from the vines;
but theworkmengavehimblowsand sent himawaywithnothing. 11Andhe
sent another servant, and they gave blows to him in the same way, and put
shame on him, and sent him away with nothing. 12And he sent a third, and
they gave him wounds and put him out. 13And the lord of the garden said,
What am I to do? I will send my dearly loved son; they may give respect to
him. 14 But when the workmen saw him, they said to one another, This is
he who will one day be the owner of the property: let us put him to death
and the heritage will be ours. 15And driving him out of the garden they put
him to death. Nowwhat will the lord do to these workmen? 16Hewill come
and put them to destruction and give the garden to others. And when he
said this, they said, May it not be so. 17 But he, looking on them, said, Is it
not in the Writings, The stone which the builders put on one side, the same
has become the chief stone of the building? 18Everyone falling on that stone
will be broken, but theman onwhom the stone comes downwill be crushed
to dust. 19 And the chief priests and the scribes made attempts to get their
hands on him in that very hour; and theywere in fear of the people, for they
saw that he hadmade up this story against them. 20And they kept watch on
him, and sent out secret representatives, who were acting the part of good
men, in order that they might get something from his words, on account of
which they might give him up to the government and into the power of the
ruler. 21And they put a question to him, saying, Master, we are certain that
your teaching and your words are right, and that you have no respect for a
man's position, but you are teaching the true way of God: 22 Is it right for us
tomake payment of taxes to Caesar or not? 23But he saw through their trick
and said to them, 24 Let me see a penny. Whose image and name are on it?
And they said, Caesar's. 25And he said, Then give to Caesar the things which
areCaesar's, and toGod the thingswhichareGod's. 26And theywerenotable
to get anything from these words before the people: but they were full of
wonder at his answer, and said nothing. 27And some of the Sadducees came
to him, who say that there is no coming back from the dead; and they said
to him, 28Master, Moses said that if aman's brother comes to his end, having
a wife, but no children, his brother is to take the wife, and get a family for
his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers, and the first had a wife and
came to his end, having no children; 30And the second; 31And the third took
her; and in the same way, all the seven, without having any children, came
to their end. 32 And last of all, the woman came to her end. 33When they
come back from the dead, whose wife will she be? for all the seven had her.
34And Jesus said to them, The sons of thisworld aremarried andhavewives;
35But those to whom is given the reward of the world to come, and to come
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back from thedead, havenowives, and arenotmarried; 36Anddeathhas no
more power over them, for they are equal to the angels, and are sons of God,
being of those who will come back from the dead. 37But even Moses made
it clear that the dead come back to life, saying, in the story of the burning
thorn-tree, The Lord, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. 38Now he is not the God of the dead but of the living: for all men are
living to him. 39And some of the scribes, in answer to this, said, Master, you
have said well. 40And they had fear of putting any more questions to him.
41And he said to them, Why do they say that the Christ is the son of David?
42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms, The Lord said to my Lord,
Take your seat atmy right hand, 43Till I put under your feet all thosewhoare
against you. 44David then gives him the name of Lord, so how is it possible
for him to be his son? 45And in the hearing of all the people he said to his
disciples, 46Keep away from the scribes, whose pleasure it is to go about in
long robes, and to have words of respect said to them in the market-places,
and to take the chief seats in the Synagogues and the first places at feasts;
47Who take the property of widows and before the eyes of men make long
prayers; they will get a greater punishment.

21
1And looking up, he saw the men of wealth putting their offerings in the

money-box. 2And he saw a certain poor widow putting in a farthing. 3And
he said, Truly I say to you, This poorwidowhas givenmore than all of them:
4For they gaveout of theirwealth, havingmore thanenough for themselves:
but she, even out of her need, has put in all her living. 5 And some were
talking about the Temple, how it was made fair with beautiful stones and
with offerings, but he said, 6As for these things which you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be resting on another, but all will be broken
down. 7And they said to him, Master, when will these things be? and what
sign will there be when these events are to take place? 8And he said, Take
care that you are not tricked: for a number of people will come inmy name,
saying, I amhe; and, The time is near: donot go after them. 9Andwhennews
ofwars and troubled times comes to your ears, haveno fear; for these things
have tobe, but theendwill notbenow. 10Thenhesaid to them,Nationwill be
moved against nation and kingdom against kingdom: 11There will be great
earth-shocks andoutbursts of disease in anumberof places, andmenwill be
without food; and therewill bewonders and great signs fromheaven. 12But
before all this, they will take you and be very cruel to you, giving you up to
the Synagogues and to prisons, taking you before kings and rulers, because
of my name. 13 And it will be turned to a witness for you. 14 So take care
not to be troubled before the time comes, about what answers youwill give:
15 For I will give you words and wisdom, so that not one of those who are
against you will be able to get the better of you, or to put you in the wrong.
16But youwill be given up even by your fathers andmothers, your brothers
and relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. 17And you
will be hated by all men, because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will
come to destruction. 19By going through all these things, youwill keep your
lives. 20Butwhen you see armies all round about Jerusalem, then be certain
that her destruction is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judaea go in flight
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to the mountains; and those who are in the middle of the town go out; and
let not those who are in the country come in. 22 For these are the days of
punishment, in which all the things in the Writings will be put into effect.
23 Itwill behard forwomenwhoarewith child, and forherwithababyat the
breast, in those days. For great trouble will come on the land, and wrath on
this people. 24And theywill be put to deathwith the sword, andwill be taken
as prisoners into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be crushed under the
feet of the Gentiles, till the times of the Gentiles are complete. 25And there
will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; and on the earth, fear among
the nations and doubt because of the loud noise of the sea and the waves;
26 Men's strength will go from them in fear and in waiting for the things
which are coming on the earth; for the powers of the heavenswill bemoved.
27And then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud, with power and
great glory. 28 But when these things come about, let your heads be lifted
up, because your salvation is near. 29And hemade a story for them: See the
fig-tree, and all the trees; 30When they put out their young leaves, you take
note of it, and it is clear to you that summer is coming. 31 In the same way,
when you see these things taking place youmay be certain that the kingdom
of God is near. 32Truly I say to you, This generation will not come to an end
till all things are complete. 33Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my
words will not come to an end. 34 But give attention to yourselves, for fear
that your hearts become over-full of the pleasures of food andwine, and the
cares of this life, and that day may come on you suddenly, and take you as
in a net: 35 For so it will come on all those who are living on the face of all
the earth. 36But keep watch at all times with prayer, that youmay be strong
enough to come through all these things and take your place before the Son
of man. 37And every day he was teaching in the Temple and every night he
went out to themountainwhich is named theMountain of Olives to take his
rest. 38And all the people came early in themorning to give ear to his words
in the Temple.

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened bread was near, which is called the

Passover. 2And the chief priests and the scribes were looking for a chance
to put him to death, but they went in fear of the people. 3And Satan came
into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve. 4And he went away and had
a discussion with the chief priests and the rulers, about how he might give
him up to them. 5 And they were glad, and undertook to give him money.
6 And he made an agreement with them to give him up to them, if he got
a chance, when the people were not present. 7 And the day of unleavened
bread came, when the Passover lamb is put to death. 8And Jesus sent Peter
and John, saying, Go and make the Passover ready for us, so that we may
take it. 9And they said to him, Where are we to get it ready? 10And he said
to them,When you go into the town youwill see aman coming to youwith a
vessel of water; go after him into the house intowhich he goes. 11And say to
the master of the house, The Master says, Where is the guest-room, where I
may take thePassoverwithmydisciples? 12Andhewill takeyouup toagreat
roomwith a table and seats: theremake ready. 13And they went, and it was
as he had said: and theymade the Passover ready. 14Andwhen the time had
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come, he tookhis seat, and theApostleswithhim. 15Andhe said, I havehada
great desire to keep this Passover with you before I come tomy death; 16For
I say to you, I will not take it till it is made complete in the kingdom of God.
17And he took a cup and, having given praise, he said, Make division of this
among yourselves; 18 For I say to you, I will not take of the fruit of the vine
till the kingdom of God has come. 19 And he took bread and, having given
praise, he gave it to themwhen it had been broken, saying, This is my body,
which is given for you: do this in memory of me. 20 And in the same way,
after the meal, he took the cup, saying, This cup is the new testament, made
with my blood which is given for you. 21But the hand of himwho is false to
me is with me at the table. 22 For it will be done to the Son of man after the
purposeofGod, butunhappy is thatmanbywhomhe is givenup. 23And they
werewondering among themselveswhich of them itwaswhowould do this
thing. 24And there was an argument among them about which of themwas
the greatest. 25 And he said, The kings of the Gentiles are lords over them,
and those who have authority are given names of honour. 26But let it not be
so with you; but he who is greater, let him become like the younger; and he
who is chief, like a servant. 27 For which is greater, the guest who is seated
at a meal or the servant who is waiting on him? is it not the guest? but I am
amongyouas a servant. 28But youare thosewhohavekeptwithme through
my troubles; 29And I will give you a kingdom as my Father has given one to
me, 30So that youmay take foodanddrinkatmy table inmykingdom, andbe
seated like kings, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31 Simon, Simon, Satan
has made a request to have you, so that he may put you to the test as grain
is tested: 32But I havemade prayer for you, that your faith may not go from
you: and when you are turned again, make your brothers strong. 33And he
said to him, Lord, I am ready to gowith you to prison and to death. 34And he
said, I say to you, Peter, before the cock's second cry today, youwill say three
times that youhaveno knowledge ofme. 35Andhe said to them,When I sent
you out without money or bag or shoes, were you in need of anything? And
they said, Nothing. 36Andhe said to them, Butnow, hewhohas amoney-bag,
or a bag for food, let him take it: and hewho has not, let him give his coat for
money and get a sword. 37 For I say to you that these words will be put into
effect inme, Andhewas numbered among the evil-doers: forwhat has been
said in the Writings about me has an end. 38And they said, Lord, here are
two swords. And he said, It is enough. 39And he came out, and went, as his
way was, to theMountain of Olives, and the disciples went with him. 40And
when he came to the place, he said to them,Make a prayer that youmay not
beput to the test. 41Andhewent a little distanceaway from themand, falling
on his knees in prayer, he said, 42 Father, if it is your pleasure, take this cup
fromme: but still, let your pleasure, notmine, be done. 43Andan angel from
heaven came to him, to give him strength. 44And being in great trouble of
soul, the force of his prayer became stronger, and great drops, like blood,
came from him, falling to the earth. 45And, getting up from prayer, he came
to the disciples, and saw that they were sleeping for sorrow. 46And he said,
Whyareyou sleeping? Getup, andgive yourselves toprayer, so that youmay
not be put to the test. 47And while he was saying these words, there came a
band of people, and Judas, one of the twelve, was in front of them, and he
came near to Jesus to give him a kiss. 48But Jesus said to him, Judas, will you
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be false to the Son ofmanwith a kiss? 49Andwhen thosewhowerewith him
sawwhat was coming, they said, Lord, maywe notmake use of our swords?
50And one of them gave a blow to the servant of the high priest, cutting off
his right ear. 51 But Jesus, answering, said, Put up with this, at least. And
touching his ear, he made it well. 52And Jesus said to the chief priests and
the captains of the Temple and the rulers, who had come against him, Have
you come out as against a thief, with swords and sticks? 53When I was in
the Temple with you every day, your hands were not stretched out against
me: but this is your hour, and the authority of the dark power. 54And they
made him a prisoner and took him away to the house of the high priest. But
Peter went after them at a distance. 55And a fire was lighted in the middle
of the open square, and they were seated together, and Peter was among
them. 56 And a certain woman-servant, seeing him in the light of the fire,
and looking at him with attention, said, This man was with him. 57 But he
said, Woman, it is not true; I have no knowledge of him. 58And after a little
time, another sawhim and said, You are one of them; and he said, Man, I am
not. 59And after about an hour, another man said, with decision, Certainly
thismanwaswithhim, forhe is aGalilaean. 60AndPeter said,Man, I haveno
knowledgeof these thingsofwhichyouare talking. And straight away,while
he was saying these words, there came the cry of a cock. 61 And the Lord,
turning, gave Peter a look. And the words of the Lord came to Peter's mind,
how he had said, This night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you will be
false tome three times. 62And hewent out, weeping bitterly. 63And themen
in whose hands Jesus was, made sport of him and gave him blows. 64And,
covering his eyes, they said to him, Are you prophet enough to saywho gave
you that blow? 65And they said a number of other evil things against him.
66Andwhen itwas day, the rulers of the people came together, with the chief
priests and the scribes, and they took him before their Sanhedrin, saying,
67 If you are the Christ, say so. But he said, If I say so youwill not have belief;
68 And if I put a question to you, you will not give an answer. 69 But in the
future the Son of man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.
70And they all said, Are you then the Son of God? and he said, You say that I
am. 71And they said,Whatmore need havewe ofwitness? we have the very
words of his mouth.

23
1And theyallwentand tookhimbeforePilate. 2And theymadestatements

against him, saying, This man has to our knowledge been teaching our
nation to dowrong, and not tomake payment of taxes to Caesar, even saying
that he himself is Christ, a king. 3 And Pilate said to him, Are you the King
of the Jews? And he said in answer, You say so. 4And Pilate said to the chief
priests and thepeople, Inmyopinion thismanhasdonenowrong. 5But they
became more violent than before, saying, He has made trouble among the
people, teaching through all Judaea from Galilee to this place. 6But at these
words Pilate said, Is the man a Galilaean? 7 And when he saw that he was
under the authority of Herod, he sent him to Herod, who was in Jerusalem
himself at that time. 8Nowwhen Herod saw Jesus he was very glad, having
for a long time had a desire to see him, for he had had accounts of him, and
washoping to see somewondersdonebyhim. 9Andheputagreatnumberof
questions to him, but he said nothing. 10And the chief priests and the scribes
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were there,making statements against himviolently. 11AndHerod,with the
menof his army, put shameonhimandmade sport of him, anddressinghim
in shining robes, he sent himback to Pilate. 12And that dayHerod and Pilate
became friends with one another, for before they had been against one
another. 13AndPilate sent for the chief priests and the rulers and the people,
and said to them, 14You say that this man has been teaching the people evil
things: now I, after going into the question before you, see nothing wrong
in this man in connection with the things which you have said against him:
15And Herod is of the same opinion, for he has sent him back to us; for, you
see, he has done nothing for which I might put him to death. 16And so I will
give himpunishment and let him go. 17 [] 18Butwith loud voices they said all
together, Put this man to death, and make Barabbas free. 19Now this man
was in prison because of an attack against the government in the town, in
which there had been loss of life. 20And Pilate again said to them that it was
his desire to let Jesus go free. 21 But crying out they said, To the cross with
him! 22 And he said to them a third time, Why, what evil has he done? I
see no reason for putting him to death: I will give him punishment and let
him go. 23But they went on crying out loudly, Let him be put to death on the
cross. And they had theirway. 24AndPilate gave his decision for their desire
to be put into effect. 25 And in answer to their request, he let that man go
free who had been in prison for acting against the government and causing
death, and Jesus he gave up to their pleasure. 26Andwhile they were taking
him away, they put their hands on Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from
the country, and made him take the cross after Jesus. 27 And a great band
of people went after him, and of womenmaking signs of grief and weeping
for him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, Daughters of Jerusalem, let not
your weeping be forme, but for yourselves and for your children. 29For the
days are coming in which they will say, Happy are those who have had no
children, whose bodies have never given birth, whose breasts have never
given milk. 30And they will say to the mountains, Come down on us, and to
the hills, Be a cover over us. 31 For if they do these things when the tree is
green, what will they do when it is dry? 32And two others, evil-doers, were
takenwith him to be put to death. 33Andwhen they came to the placewhich
is named Golgotha, they put him on the cross, and the evil-doers, one on the
right side, and the other on the left. 34And Jesus said, Father, let them have
forgiveness, for they have no knowledge of what they are doing. And they
made division of his clothing among them by the decision of chance. 35And
the people were looking on. And the rulers made sport of him, saying, He
was a saviour of others; let him do something for himself, if he is the Christ,
the man of God's selection. 36And the men of the army made sport of him,
coming to him and giving him bitter wine, 37And saying, If you are the King
of the Jews, get yourself free. 38And these words were put in writing over
him, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 And one of the evil-doers on the
cross, with bitter feeling, said to him, Are you not the Christ? Get yourself
and us out of this. 40But the other, protesting, said, Have you no fear of God?
for youhave a part in the samepunishment, 41Andwith reason; forwehave
the right reward of our acts, but thismanhas donenothingwrong. 42Andhe
said, Jesus, keepme inmindwhenyou come in your kingdom. 43Andhe said
to him, Truly I say to you, Today you will be with me in Paradise. 44And it
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was now about the sixth hour; and all the land was dark till the ninth hour;
45 The light of the sun went out, and the curtain in the Temple was parted
in two. 46And Jesus gave a loud cry and said, Father, into your hands I give
my spirit: and when he had said this, he gave up his spirit. 47And when the
captain saw what was done, he gave praise to God, saying, Without doubt
this was an upright man. 48 And all the people who had come together to
see it, when they saw the things which were done, went back again making
signs of grief. 49And all his friends and thewomenwho camewith him from
Galilee, were waiting at a distance, watching these things. 50Now there was
aman named Joseph, aman of authority and a good and uprightman 51 (He
had not given his approval to their decision or their acts), of Arimathaea, a
townof the Jews,whowaswaiting for the kingdomofGod: 52Thismanwent
toPilateandmadearequest for thebodyof Jesus. 53Andhe took it down, and
folding it in a linen cloth, he put it in a place cut in the rock for a dead body;
and no one had ever been put in it. 54Now it was the day of making ready
and the Sabbathwas coming on. 55And thewomenwho had comewith him
from Galilee went after him and saw the place and how his body had been
put to rest; 56And they went back and got ready spices and perfumes; and
on the Sabbath they took their rest, in agreement with the law.

24
1But on thefirst dayof theweek, at dawn, they came to theplacewherehis

body had been put, taking the spices which they had got ready. 2And they
saw that the stone had been rolled away. 3And theywent in, but the body of
the Lord Jesus was not there. 4And while they were in doubt about it, they
saw twomen in shining clothing by them: 5Andwhile their faces were bent
down to the earth in fear, these said to them, Why are you looking for the
living among the dead? 6He is not here, he has come back to life: have in
mind what he said to you when he was still in Galilee, saying, 7 The Son of
manwill be given up into the hands of evil-doers, and be put to death on the
cross, and on the third day he will come back to life. 8And his words came
back into their minds, 9 And they went away from that place and gave an
account of all these things to the eleven disciples and all the others. 10Now
theywereMaryMagdalene, and Joanna, andMary, themotherof James: and
the other women with them said these things to the Apostles. 11 But these
words seemed foolish to them, and they had no belief in them. 12But Peter
got up and went to the place where the body had been put, and looking in
he saw nothing but the linen cloths, and hewent to his house full of wonder
at what had taken place. 13 And then, two of them, on that very day, were
going to a little town named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from
Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking together about all those things which
had taken place. 15 And while they were talking and questioning together,
Jesushimself camenearandwentwith them. 16But their eyeswerenot open
that theymighthaveknowledgeofhim. 17Andhe said to them,What areyou
talking about together while you go? 18Then stopping, and looking sadly at
him, one of them, namedCleopas, said to him, Are you the onlyman living in
Jerusalemwho has not had news of the thingswhich have taken place there
at this time? 19And he said to them,What things? And they said, The things
to do with Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet, great in his acts and his
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words, before God and all the people: 20And how the chief priests and our
rulers gavehimup tobeput to deathon the cross. 21Butwewerehoping that
he would be the Saviour of Israel. In addition to all this he has now let three
daysgoby fromthe timewhen these things tookplace; 22Andcertainwomen
among us gave us cause for wonder, for they went early to the place where
his body had been put, 23And it was not there; then they came saying that
they had seen a vision of angels who said that he was living. 24And some of
thosewhowerewith uswent to the place, and saw that it was as thewomen
had said, but him they did not see. 25And he said, O foolish men! how slow
you are to give belief to what the prophets have said. 26Was it not necessary
for the Christ to go through these things, and to come into his glory? 27And
hemade clear to themall the things in theWritings, fromMoses and fromall
the prophets, which had to dowith himself. 28And they came near the town
to which they were going, and he seemed as if he was going on; 29But they
kept him back, saying, Do not go, for evening is near, the day is almost gone.
And he went in with them. 30And when he was seated with them at table,
he took the bread, and said words of blessing and, making division of it, he
gave it to them. 31And then their eyeswere open, and theyhadknowledge of
him, but he went from their view. 32And they said to one another, Were not
our hearts burning in uswhile hewas talking to us on theway,making clear
to us the holy Writings? 33And that very hour they got up and went back to
Jerusalem, where the eleven and the others had come together. 34And they
said to them, The Lord has truly come back to life again, and Simon has seen
him. 35And they gave an account of the things which had taken place on the
way, andhow,whenhe gave thembread, they had knowledge of him. 36And
while they were saying these things, he himself was among them, and said
to them, Peace bewith you! 37But theywere full of fear, being of the opinion
that theywere seeing a spirit. 38And he said to them,Why are you troubled,
and why are your hearts full of doubt? 39 See; my hands and my feet: it is
I myself; put your hands on me and make certain; for a spirit has not flesh
and bones as you see that I have. 40And when he had said this, he let them
seehis hands andhis feet. 41Andbecause, for joy andwonder, theywere still
in doubt, he said to them, Have you any food here? 42And they gave him a
bit of cooked fish. 43And before their eyes he took a meal. 44And he said to
them, These are thewordswhich I said to youwhen Iwas still with you, how
itwas necessary for all the thingswhich are in thewritings ofMoses and the
prophets and in the Psalms about me, to be put into effect. 45Then he made
the holy Writings clear to their minds. 46And he said to them, So it is in the
Writings that theChristwouldundergodeath, andcomeback to life againon
the third day; 47And that teaching about a change of heart and forgiveness
of sins is to be given to Jerusalem first and to all nations in his name. 48You
are witnesses of these things. 49And now I will send to you what my father
has undertaken to give you, but do not go from the town, till the power from
heaven comes to you. 50And he took them out till they were near Bethany,
and lifting up his hands, he gave them a blessing. 51Andwhile hewas doing
so, he went from them and was taken up into heaven. 52And they gave him
worship and went back to Jerusalemwith great joy. 53And they were in the
Temple at all times, giving praise to God.
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The Good News According to
John

1 From the first he was the Word, and the Word was in relation with God
andwasGod. 2ThisWordwas from thefirst in relationwithGod. 3All things
came into existence through him, and without him nothing was. 4 What
came into existence in him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5And
the light goes on shining in the dark; it is not overcome by the dark. 6There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came for witness, to
give witness about the light, so that all men might have faith through him.
8He himself was not the light: he was sent to give witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to every man, was then coming into the
world. 10Hewas in theworld, theworldwhich came intobeing throughhim,
but theworld hadnoknowledge of him. 11He came to the thingswhichwere
his and his people did not take him to their hearts. 12To all those who did so
takehim, however, he gave the right of becoming childrenofGod— that is, to
thosewho had faith in his name: 13Whose birthwas fromGod and not from
blood, or from an impulse of the flesh andman's desire. 14And so theWord
became flesh and took a place among us for a time; and we saw his glory —
such glory as is given to an only son by his father— saw it to be true and full
of grace. 15 John gave witness about him, crying, This is he of whom I said,
Hewho is coming afterme is put overmebecausehewas in existencebefore
me. 16Fromhis fullmeasurewehaveall beengivengraceongrace. 17For the
lawwasgiven throughMoses; graceand the truewayof life areours through
Jesus Christ. 18Noman has seen God at any time; the only Son, who is on the
breast of the Father, he hasmade clearwhat God is. 19And this is thewitness
of John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to him with
the question, Who are you? 20He said quite openly and straightforwardly, I
amnot theChrist. 21Andtheysaid tohim,What then? AreyouElijah? Andhe
said, I amnot. Are you the prophet? And his answerwas, I amnot. 22So they
said to him, Who are you then? We have to give some answer to those who
sentus. Whathaveyou to sayaboutyourself? 23Hesaid, I amthevoiceofone
crying in thewaste land,Make straight thewayof theLord, as said Isaiah the
prophet. 24 Those who had been sent came from the Pharisees. 25And they
put this question to him, saying,Why then are you giving baptism if you are
not the Christ, or Elijah, or the prophet? 26 John's answerwas: I give baptism
with water; but there is one among you of whom you have no knowledge;
27 It is he who is coming after me; I am not good enough to undo his shoes.
28These things took place at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where
Johnwas giving baptism. 29The day after, John sees Jesus coming to him and
says, See, here is theLambofGodwho takesaway the sinof theworld! 30This
is he of whom I said, One is coming after me who is put over me because he
was in existence beforeme. 31 I myself had no knowledge of him, but I came
giving baptism with water so that he might be seen openly by Israel. 32And
John gave this witness, saying, I saw the Spirit coming down from heaven
like a dove and resting on him. 33 I had no knowledge who he was, but he
whosentme togivebaptismwithwater said tome, Theoneonwhomyousee
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the Spirit coming down and resting, it is hewho gives baptismwith theHoly
Spirit. 34This I sawmyself andmywitness is that he is the Son of God. 35The
day after, John was there again with two of his disciples; 36 And looking at
Jesuswhile hewaswalking he said, See, there is the LambofGod! 37Hearing
what he said, the two discipleswent after Jesus. 38And Jesus, turning round,
sawthemcomingafterhimandsaid to them,Whatareyou looking for? They
said to him, Rabbi (which is to say, Master), where are you living? 39 He
said to them, Come and see. They went with him then and saw where he
was living; and they were with him all that day: it was then about the tenth
hour of the day. 40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two men
who, hearing what John said, went after Jesus. 41 Early in the morning he
came across his brother and said to him, We have made discovery! It is the
Messiah! (which is to say, the Christ). 42And he took him to Jesus. Looking
at him fixedly Jesus said, You are Simon, the son of John; your name will be
Cephas (which is to say, Peter). 43The day after this, Jesus had a desire to go
intoGalilee. He cameacross Philip and said tohim, Comeandbemydisciple.
44Now Philip's town was Beth-saida, where Andrew and Peter came from.
45Philip came across Nathanael and said to him,Wehavemade a discovery!
It is he of whom Moses, in the law, and the prophets were writing, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46Nazareth! said Nathanael, Is it possible for
any good to come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see. 47 Jesus
sawNathanael coming tohimand said of him, See, here is a true sonof Israel
in whom there is nothing false. 48Nathanael said to him,Where did you get
knowledge of me? In answer Jesus said, Before Philip was talking with you,
while you were still under the fig-tree, I saw you. 49Nathanael said to him,
Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are King of Israel! 50 In answer Jesus said
to him, Youhave faith because I said to you, I sawyouunder the fig-tree. You
will see greater things than these. 51Andhe said to him, Truly I say to you all,
Youwill see heaven opening andGod's angels going up and coming downon
the Son of man.

2
1On the third day two people were going to bemarried at Cana in Galilee.

Themother of Jesuswas there: 2And Jesuswith his disciples came as guests.
3When theyhadnot enoughwine, themotherof Jesus said tohim, Theyhave
nowine. 4 Jesus said to her,Woman, this is not your business; my time is still
to come. 5His mother said to the servants, Whatever he says to you, do it.
6Now six pots of stone, every one taking two or three firkins of water, were
placed there for thepurposeofwashing, as is thewayof the Jews. 7 Jesus said
to the servants, Make the pots full of water. And they made them full to the
top. 8 Then he said to them, Now take some, and give it to the master of the
feast. So they took it to him. 9After tasting thewaterwhich hadnowbecome
wine, the master of the feast (having no idea where it came from, though it
was clear to the servantswho took thewater out) sent for thenewly-married
man, 10 And said to him, Every man first puts out his best wine and when
all have had enough he puts out what is not so good; but you have kept the
good wine till now. 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee
and let his glory be seen openly; and his disciples put their faith in him.
12After this hewent down to Capernaum,with hismother, his brothers, and
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his disciples, and they were there not more than two or three days. 13 The
time of the Passover of the Jews was near and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14And there in the Temple he sawmen trading in oxen and sheep and doves,
and he saw the changers of money in their seats: 15And he made a whip of
small cords and put them all out of the Temple, with the sheep and the oxen,
sending in all directions the small money of the changers and overturning
their tables; 16And to those who were trading in doves he said, Take these
things away; do not make my Father's house a market. 17And it came to the
minds of the disciples that the Writings say, I am on fire with passion for
yourhouse. 18Then the Jewsput this question tohim: What signof authority
have you to give us, seeing that you do these things? 19 And Jesus said to
them, Senddestructionon thisTempleand Iwill put it upagain in threedays.
20 The Jews said, The building of this Temple took forty-six years; and you
will put it up in three days! 21 But his words were about that holy building
which was his body. 22 So when he had come back again from the dead, the
memory of these words came back to the disciples, and they had faith in the
holy Writings and in the word which Jesus had said. 23Now while he was
in Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, a great number of people came to
have faith in his name, after seeing the signs which he did. 24But Jesus did
not have faith in them, because he had knowledge of them all. 25He had no
need for anywitness aboutman; for he himself had knowledge of what was
inman.

3
1Now there was among the Pharisees aman named Nicodemus, whowas

one of the rulers of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
Rabbi, we are certain that you have come fromGod as a teacher, because no
man would be able to do these signs which you do if God was not with him.
3 Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you, Without a new birth no man is able
to see the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus said to him, How is it possible for a
man to be given birth when he is old? Is he able to go into his mother's body
a second time and come to birth again? 5 Jesus said in answer, Truly, I say to
you, If a man's birth is not from water and from the Spirit, it is not possible
forhim togo into thekingdomofGod. 6Thatwhichhasbirth fromtheflesh is
flesh, and that which has birth from the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be surprised
that I say to you, It is necessary for you to have a second birth. 8 The wind
goes where its pleasure takes it, and the sound of it comes to your ears, but
you are unable to say where it comes from and where it goes: so it is with
everyone whose birth is from the Spirit. 9And Nicodemus said to him, How
is it possible for these things to be? 10 And Jesus, answering, said, Are you
the teacher of Israel and have no knowledge of these things? 11 Truly, I say
to you,We say that ofwhichwehave knowledge;we givewitness ofwhatwe
have seen; and youdonot take ourwitness to be true. 12 If youhavenobelief
whenmywords are about the things of earth, howwill you have belief ifmy
words are about the things of heaven? 13 And no one has ever gone up to
heaven but hewho camedown fromheaven, the Son ofman. 14As the snake
was lifted up by Moses in the waste land, even so it is necessary for the Son
of man to be lifted up: 15 So that whoever has faith may have in him eternal
life. 16For God had such love for the world that he gave his only Son, so that
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whoever has faith in himmay not come to destruction but have eternal life.
17God did not send his Son into the world to be judge of the world; he sent
him so that the world might have salvation through him. 18 The man who
has faith in him does not come up to be judged; but he who has no faith in
him has been judged even now, because he has no faith in the name of the
only Son of God. 19And this is the test bywhichmen are judged: the light has
come into theworld andmen havemore love for the dark than for the light,
because their acts are evil. 20 The light is hated by everyone whose acts are
evil and he does not come to the light for fear that his actswill be seen. 21But
he whose life is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
his acts have been done by the help of God. 22After these things Jesus and
his disciples went into the land of Judaea, and there he was with them for
some time, giving baptism. 23Now John was then giving baptism at Aenon
near Salim, because therewasmuchwater there; andpeople cameandwere
givenbaptism. 24For at this time Johnhadnot beenput into prison. 25Thena
question came up between John's disciples and a Jew about washing. 26And
they went to John and said to him, Rabbi, the manwho was with you on the
other side of the Jordan, the man to whom you gave witness, is now giving
baptism, and everyone is going to him. 27 And this was John's answer: A
man is unable to have anything if it is not given to him from heaven. 28You
yourselves give witness that I said, I am not the Christ. What I said was,
I am sent before the Christ. 29 He who has the bride is the husband: but
the husband's friend, whose place is by his side and whose ears are open
to him, is full of joy because of the husband's voice: such is my joy, and it is
complete. 30He has to become greater while I become less. 31Hewho comes
from heaven is greater than all others: he who comes from earth is of the
earth, and of the earth are his words: hewho comes fromheaven is over all.
32Hegiveswitness ofwhat he has seen and ofwhat has come to his ears; and
no man takes his witness as true. 33He who so takes his witness has made
clearhis faith thatGod is true. 34ForhewhomGodhas sent saysGod'swords;
and God does not give him the Spirit by measure. 35The Father has love for
the Son and has put all things into his hands. 36He who has faith in the Son
has eternal life; but he who has not faith in the Son will not see life; God's
wrath is resting on him.

4
1Nowwhen it was clear to the Lord that word had come to the ears of the

Pharisees that Jesus was making more disciples than John and was giving
them baptism 2 (Though, in fact, it was his disciples who gave baptism, not
Jesus himself), 3 He went out of Judaea into Galilee again. 4 And it was
necessary for him to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town of Samaria
which was named Sychar, near to the bit of land which Jacob gave to his
son Joseph: 6 Now Jacob's fountain was there. Jesus, being tired after his
journey, was resting by the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. 7Awoman
of Samaria came to get water, and Jesus said to her, Give me some water.
8For his disciples had gone to the town to get food. 9The woman of Samaria
said to him, Why do you, a Jew, make a request for water to me, a woman
of Samaria? She said this because Jews have nothing to do with the people
of Samaria. 10 In answer Jesus said, If you had knowledge of what God gives
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freely and who it is who says to you, Give me water, you would make your
prayer to him, and he would give you living water. 11 The woman said to
him, Sir, you have no vessel and the fountain is deep; from where will you
get the living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us
the fountainand took thewaterof it himself,withhis childrenandhis cattle?
13 Jesus said to her, Everyonewho takes this waterwill be in need of it again:
14 But whoever takes the water I give him will never be in need of drink
again; for the water I give himwill become in him a fountain of eternal life.
15 The woman said to him, Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be in
need again of drink andwill not have to come all this way for it. 16 Jesus said
to her, Go, get your husband and come back here with him. 17 In answer,
the woman said, I have no husband. Jesus said to her, You have said rightly,
I have no husband: 18 You have had five husbands, and the man you have
now is not your husband: that was truly said. 19Thewoman said to him, Sir,
I see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers gave worship on this mountain,
but you Jews say that the right place for worship is in Jerusalem. 21 Jesus
said to her, Woman, take my word for this; the time is coming when you
will not give worship to the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22You
giveworship, but without knowledge of what you areworshipping: we give
worship to what we have knowledge of: for salvation comes from the Jews.
23But the time is coming, and is even now here, when the true worshippers
will give worship to the Father in the true way of the spirit, for these are the
worshippers desired by the Father. 24God is Spirit: then let his worshippers
give him worship in the true way of the spirit. 25 The woman said to him, I
amcertain that theMessiah,who is namedChrist, is coming;whenhe comes
he will make all things clear to us. 26 Jesus said to her, I, who am talking to
you, amhe. 27At that point the disciples cameback, and theywere surprised
to see him talking to awoman; but not one of them said to him,What is your
purpose? or, Why are you talking to her? 28Then the woman put down her
water-pot and went into the town, and said to the people, 29Come and see a
man who has been talking to me of everything I ever did! Is it possible that
this is the Christ? 30 So they went out of the town and came to him. 31While
this was taking place, the disciples were saying to Jesus, Master, take some
food. 32 But he said to them, I have food of which you have no knowledge.
33 So the disciples said one to another, Did anyone give him food? 34 Jesus
said, My food is to do the pleasure of himwho sentme and tomake his work
complete. 35You would say, Four months from now is the time of the grain-
cutting. Take a look, I say to you, at the fields; they are even now white for
cutting. 36Hewhodoes the cuttingnowhashis reward; he is getting together
fruit for eternal life, so that he who did the planting and he who gets in the
grain may have joy together. 37 In this the saying is a true one, One does the
planting, and another gets in the grain. 38 I sent you to get in grainwhich you
had no hand in planting: othermen did that work, and you take the reward.
39Now a number of the people of that town had faith in him because of the
woman's witness: He has been talking to me of everything I ever did. 40 So
when the people came to him they made request to him to be among them
for a time, and he was there two days. 41And a great number more of them
came tohave faith inhimbecauseofwhathehimself said. 42And they said to
the woman, Nowwe have faith, but not because of your story: we ourselves
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have given ear to his words, and we are certain that he is truly the Saviour
of the world. 43And after the two days he went on from there into Galilee.
44 For Jesus himself said that a prophet has no honour in the country of his
birth. 45Sowhenhecame intoGalilee, theGalilaeans tookhimto theirhearts
because of the things which they had seen him do in Jerusalem at the feast
— they themselves having been there at the feast. 46 So he came to Cana in
Galilee, where he hadmade thewaterwine. And therewas a certainman of
high position whose son was ill at Capernaum. 47When it came to his ears
that Jesus had come from Judaea into Galilee, he went to him and made a
request that he would come down to his son, who was near to death, and
make him well. 48 Then Jesus said to him, You will not have faith if you do
not see signs and wonders. 49 The man said, Sir, come down before my boy
is dead. 50And Jesus said, Go in peace; your son is living. The man had faith
in the word which Jesus said to him and went away. 51 And while he was
going down, his servants came to him and said, Your boy is living. 52 So he
put a question to them as to the hour when he became better; and they said
to him, The disease went from him yesterday at the seventh hour. 53 It was
clear then to the father that thiswas the very time atwhich Jesus said to him,
Your son is living. And he had faith in Jesus, he and all his family. 54Now
this is the second sign which Jesus did after he had come out of Judaea into
Galilee.

5
1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to

Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem near the sheep-market there is a public bath
which in Hebrew is named Beth-zatha. It has five doorways. 3 In these
doorways therewereagreatnumberofpeoplewithdifferentdiseases: some
unable to see, somewithout the power ofwalking, somewithwasted bodies.
4 [] 5Onemanwas therewhohadbeen ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus
saw him there on the floor it was clear to him that he had been now a long
time in that condition, and so he said to theman, Is it your desire to getwell?
7The ill man said in answer, Sir, I have nobody to putme into the bath when
the water is moving; and while I am on the way down some other person
gets in before me. 8 Jesus said to him, Get up, take your bed and go. 9 And
theman becamewell straight away, and took up his bed andwent. Now that
daywas the Sabbath. 10So the Jews said to themanwhohadbeenmadewell,
It is the Sabbath; and it is against the law for you to take up your bed. 11He
said to them, But hewhomademewell, said tome, Take up your bed and go.
12Then they put to him the question: Who is the man who said to you, Take
it up and go? 13Now he who had been made well had no knowledge who
it was, Jesus having gone away because of the number of people who were
in that place. 14After a time Jesus came across him in the Temple and said
to him, See, you are well and strong; do no more sin for fear a worse thing
comes to you. 15 The man went away and said to the Jews that it was Jesus
whohadmade himwell. 16And for this reason the Jewswere turned against
Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17But his answer
was: My Father is still working even now, and so I am working. 18 For this
cause the Jews had an even greater desire to put Jesus to death, because not
only did he not keep the Sabbath but he said God was his Father, so making
himself equalwithGod. 19So Jesusmade answer and said, Truly I say to you,
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The Son is not able to do anything himself; he is able to do only what he sees
the Father doing; whatever the Father does the Son does it in the same way.
20 For the Father has love for the Son and lets him see everything which he
does: and he will let him see greater works than these so that you may be
full of wonder. 21 In the same way, as the Father gives life to the dead, even
so the Son gives life to those to whomhe is pleased to give it. 22The Father is
not the judge ofmen, but he has given all decisions into the hands of the Son;
23So that allmenmay give honour to the Son even as they give honour to the
Father. Hewhogivesnohonour to the Songivesnohonour to theFatherwho
sent him. 24Truly I say to you, Themanwhose ears are open tomyword and
who has faith in himwho sentme, has eternal life; hewill not be judged, but
has come from death into life. 25 Truly I say to you, The time is coming, it
has even now come, when the voice of the Son of God will come to the ears
of the dead, and those hearing it will have life. 26For even as the Father has
life in himself, so he has given to the Son to have life in himself. 27And he
has given him authority to be judge because he is the Son of man. 28Do not
be surprised at this: for the time is coming when his voice will come to all
who are in the place of the dead, 29And they will come out; those who have
done good, into the new life; and those who have done evil, to be judged.
30Of myself I am unable to do anything: as the voice comes to me so I give
a decision: and my decision is right because I have no desire to do what is
pleasing tomyself, but only what is pleasing to himwho sent me. 31 If I gave
witness aboutmyself,mywitnesswouldnot be true. 32There is anotherwho
gives witness about me and I am certain that the witness he gives about me
is true. 33You sent to John and he gave true witness. 34But I have no need of
aman'switness: I only say these things so that youmayhave salvation. 35He
was a burning and shining light, and for a time you were ready to be happy
in his light. 36But the witness which I have is greater than that of John: the
work which the Father has given me to do, the very work which I am now
doing, is a witness that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father himself
who sent me has given witness about me. Not one of you has ever given ear
to his voice; his form you have not seen. 38And you have not kept his word
in your hearts, because you have not faith in him whom he has sent. 39You
make search in the holy Writings, in the belief that through them you get
eternal life; and it is thoseWritingswhich givewitness aboutme. 40And still
you have no desire to come to me so that you may have life. 41 I do not take
honour frommen; 42But I have knowledge of you that you have no love for
God in your hearts. 43 I have come inmy Father's name, and your hearts are
not open to me. If another comes with no other authority but himself, you
will give him your approval. 44How is it possible for you to have faith while
you take honour one fromanother and have no desire for the honourwhich
comes from the only God? 45 Put out of your minds the thought that I will
say things against you to the Father: the one who says things against you is
Moses, onwhomyouput your hopes. 46 If youhadbelief inMoses youwould
have belief in me; for his writings are about me. 47 If you have no belief in
his writings, howwill you have belief in mywords?

6
1After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee
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— that is, the sea of Tiberias. 2And a great number of people went after him
because they saw the signs which he did on those whowere ill. 3Then Jesus
went up the mountain and was seated there with his disciples. 4 Now the
Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. 5Lifting up his eyes, Jesus saw a great
number of people coming towherehewas, andhe said to Philip,Wheremay
we get bread for all these people? 6 This he said, testing him: for he had no
doubtwhat he himselfwould do. 7Philipmade answer, Bread to the value of
twohundredpencewouldnot be enougheven to give everyonea little. 8One
of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to Jesus, 9There is
a boy here with five barley cakes and two fishes: but what is that among
such a number? 10 Jesus said, Let the people be seated. Now therewasmuch
grass in that place. And those seated on the grass were about five thousand.
11Then Jesus took the cakes and having given praise to God, he gave them to
the peoplewhowere seated, and the fishes in the sameway, asmuch as they
had need of. 12And when they had had enough, Jesus said to his disciples,
Take up the broken bits which are over, so that nothingmay bewasted. 13So
they took them up: twelve baskets full of broken bits of the five cakes which
were over after the people had had enough. 14 And when the people saw
the sign which he had done, they said, Truly, this is the prophet who is to
come into the world. 15 Now when Jesus saw that the people were about
to come and take him by force to make him a king, he went away again up
the mountain by himself. 16When evening came the disciples went down
to the sea; 17And they took a boat and went across the sea in the direction
of Capernaum. By then it was dark and still Jesus had not come to them.
18 The sea was getting rough because of a strong wind which was blowing.
19After they had gone three or four miles they saw Jesus walking on the sea
and coming near to the boat; and they had great fear. 20But he said to them,
It is I, have no fear. 21Then they readily took him into the boat: and straight
away the boat was at the land towhich theywere going. 22The day after, the
peoplewhowereon theother sideof the seasawthatonlyonesmallboathad
been there, that Jesus had not gone in that boat with the disciples, but that
the disciples had gone away by themselves. 23 Some other boats, however,
came from Tiberias near to the place where they had taken the bread after
the Lord had given praise. 24 So when the people saw that Jesus was not
there, or his disciples, they got into those boats andwent over to Capernaum
looking for Jesus. 25Andwhen they came across him on the other side of the
sea they said, Rabbi, when did you come here? 26 Jesus, answering them,
said, Truly I say to you, You come after me, not because you saw signs, but
because you were given the bread and had enough. 27 Let your work not
be for the food which comes to an end, but for the food which goes on for
eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you, for on him has God the
Father put his mark. 28Then they said to him, Howmay we do the works of
God? 29 Jesus, answering, said to them, This is to do thework of God: to have
faith in him whom God has sent. 30 So they said, What sign do you give us,
so that we may see and have faith in you? What do you do? 31Our fathers
had the manna in the waste land, as the Writings say, He gave them bread
fromheaven. 32 Jesus then said to them, Truly I say to you,WhatMoses gave
you was not the bread from heaven; it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. 33The bread of God is the breadwhich comes down out
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ofheavenandgives life to theworld. 34Ah, Lord, they said, giveus thatbread
for ever! 35And this was the answer of Jesus: I am the bread of life. He who
comes to me will never be in need of food, and he who has faith in me will
never be in need of drink. 36But it is as I said to you: you have seenme, and
still you have no faith. 37Whatever the Father gives to me will come to me;
and I will not send away anyonewho comes tome. 38For I have come down
from heaven, not to do my pleasure, but the pleasure of him who sent me.
39And this is the pleasure of himwho sent me, that I am not to let out of my
hands anythingwhich he has givenme, but I am to give it new life on the last
day. 40 This, I say, is my Father's pleasure, that everyone who sees the Son
and has faith in himmay have eternal life: and I will take him up on the last
day. 41Now the Jews said bitter things about Jesus because of hiswords, I am
the breadwhich came down fromheaven. 42And they said, Is not this Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we have seen? How is it then
that he now says, I have come down from heaven? 43 Jesus made answer
and said, Do not say things against me, one to another. 44No man is able to
come to me if the Father who sent me does not give him the desire to come:
and I will take him up from the dead on the last day. 45 The writings of the
prophets say, And they will all have teaching from God. Everyone whose
ears have been open to the teaching of the Father comes to me. 46Not that
anyone has ever seen the Father; only he who is from God, he has seen the
Father. 47 Truly I say to you, He who has faith in me has eternal life. 48 I am
the bread of life. 49 Your fathers took the manna in the waste land — and
they are dead. 50 The bread which comes from heaven is such bread that a
manmay take it for food and never see death. 51 I am the living breadwhich
has come fromheaven: if anyman takes this bread for food hewill have life
for ever: and more than this, the bread which I will give is my flesh which I
will give for the life of the world. 52 Then the Jews had an angry discussion
among themselves, saying, How is it possible for thisman to give us his flesh
for food? 53Then Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, If you do not take the
fleshof theSonofmanfor food, and if youdonot takehisblood fordrink, you
have no life in you. 54Hewho takesmyflesh for food andmyblood for drink
has eternal life: and I will take him up from the dead at the last day. 55My
flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56He who takes my flesh for
food andmy blood for drink is inme and I in him. 57As the living Father has
sentme, and Ihave life becauseof theFather, even sohewho takesme forhis
food will have life because of me. 58This is the bread which has come down
from heaven. It is not like the food which your fathers had: they took of the
manna, and are dead; but he who takes this bread for food will have life for
ever. 59 Jesus said these things in the Synagogue while he was teaching at
Capernaum. 60 Then, hearing this, a number of his disciples said, This is a
hard saying; who is able to take in such teaching? 61When Jesus became
conscious that his disciples were protesting about what he said, he said to
them, Does this give you trouble? 62What then will you say if you see the
Son of man going up to where he was before? 63 The spirit is the life giver;
theflesh is of novalue: thewordswhich I have said to youare spirit and they
are life. 64But still some of you have no faith. For it was clear to Jesus from
thefirstwho theywerewhohadno faith, andwho itwaswhowould be false
to him. 65And he said, This is why I said to you, No man is able to come to
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me if he is not given the power to do so by the Father. 66Because of what he
said, a number of the disciples went back andwould no longer go with him.
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, Have you a desire to go away? 68 Then Simon
Peter gave this answer: Lord, to whom are we to go? you have the words of
eternal life; 69Andwehave faith and are certain that you are theHolyOne of
God. 70Then Jesus said, Did I notmake a selection of you, the twelve, andone
of you is a son of the Evil One? 71He was talking of Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot. It was he whowas to be false to Jesus— one of the twelve.

7
1After this, Jesus went from place to place in Galilee. He did not go about

in Judaea, because the Jews were looking for a chance to put him to death.
2But the feast of the Jews, the feast of tents, wasnear. 3Sohis brothers said to
him, Goaway fromhere into Judaea so that yourdisciplesmay see theworks
which you do. 4Because no man does things secretly if he has a desire that
menmay have knowledge of him. If you do these things, let yourself be seen
by all men. 5For even his brothers had no belief in him. 6 Jesus said to them,
My time is still to come, but any time is good for you. 7 It is not possible for
you to be hated by theworld; but I amhated by it, because I givewitness that
what it does is evil. 8Goyouup to the feast: I amnot goingupnow to the feast
because my time has not fully come. 9Having said these things to them, he
still kept in Galilee. 10But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he
went up, not publicly, but in secret. 11At the feast the Jews were looking for
him and saying, Where is he? 12And there was much discussion about him
among themass of the people. Some said, He is a goodman; but others said,
No, he is giving people false ideas. 13 But no man said anything about him
openly for fear of the Jews. 14Now in themiddle of the feast Jesuswent up to
theTempleandwas teaching. 15Then the Jewswere surprisedandsaid,How
has this man got knowledge of books? He has never been to school. 16 Jesus
gave them this answer: It is not my teaching, but his who sent me. 17 If any
man is ready todoGod'spleasurehewillhaveknowledgeof the teachingand
ofwhere it comes from— fromGodor frommyself. 18Themanwhosewords
come from himself is looking for glory for himself, but hewho is looking for
the glory of himwho sent him— that man is true and there is no evil in him.
19 Did not Moses give you the law? Even so, not one of you keeps the law.
Why have you a desire to put me to death? 20 The people said in answer,
You have an evil spirit: who has any desire to put you to death? 21This was
the answer of Jesus: I have done one work and you are all surprised at it.
22Moses gave you circumcision — not that it comes from Moses, but from
the fathers — and even on the Sabbath you give a child circumcision. 23 If a
child is given circumcision on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not
be broken, why are you angry with me because I made a man completely
well on the Sabbath? 24Let not your decisions be based onwhat you see, but
onrighteousness. 25Thensomeof thepeopleof Jerusalemsaid, Isnot this the
man whose death is desired? 26And here he is talking openly and they say
nothing to him! Is it possible that the rulers have knowledge that this is truly
theChrist? 27However, it is clear touswhere thismancomes from: butwhen
the Christ comes no onewill have knowledgewhere he comes from. 28Then,
when he was teaching in the Temple, Jesus said with a loud voice, You have
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knowledge ofme and youhave knowledge ofwhere I come from; and I have
not comeofmyself; but there isOnewhohas sentme; he is true, but youhave
no knowledge of him. 29 I have knowledge of him because I came from him
and he sentme. 30Then they had a desire to take him: but noman put hands
onhimbecause his hourwas still to come. 31Andnumbers of the people had
belief in him, and they said, When the Christ comes will he do more signs
than this man has done? 32This discussion of the people came to the ears of
the Pharisees; and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent servants to take
him. 33Then Jesus said, I will be with you a little longer and then I go to him
who sent me. 34 You will be looking for me, and you will not see me: and
where I am you may not come. 35 So the Jews said among themselves, To
what place is he going where we will not see him? will he go to the Jews
living among the Greeks and become the teacher of the Greeks? 36What is
this saying of his, You will be looking for me andwill not see me, and where
I am you may not come? 37On the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus
got up and said in a loud voice, If any man is in need of drink let him come
to me and I will give it to him. 38He who has faith in me, out of his body, as
theWritings have said, will come rivers of livingwater. 39This he said of the
Spirit which would be given to those who had faith in him: the Spirit had
not been given then, because the glory of Jesus was still to come. 40When
these words came to their ears, some of the people said, This is certainly the
prophet. 41Others said, This is the Christ. But others said, Not so; will the
Christ come from Galilee? 42Do not the Writings say that the Christ comes
of the seed of David and from Beth-lehem, the little townwhere David was?
43 So there was a division among the people because of him. 44 And some
of them had a desire to take him; but no man put hands on him. 45Then the
servantswent back to the chief priests andPharisees,who said to them,Why
have you not got him with you? 46The servants made answer, No man ever
said things like this man. 47Then the Pharisees said to them, Have you, like
the others, been given false ideas? 48Have any of the rulers belief in him,
or any one of the Pharisees? 49But these people who have no knowledge of
the law are cursed. 50Nicodemus— he who had come to Jesus before, being
himself one of them — said to them, 51 Is a man judged by our law before it
has givenhimahearing andhasknowledgeofwhathehasdone? 52Thiswas
their answer: And do you come from Galilee? Make search and youwill see
that no prophet comes out of Galilee. 53 [And everymanwent to his house;

8
1 But Jesus went to the Mountain of Olives. 2 And early in the morning

he came again into the Temple and all the people came to him and he was
seated teaching them. 3Now the scribes and Pharisees came, with a woman
who had been taken in the act of sinning against themarried relation; 4And
putting her forward, they said to him,Master, this woman has been taken in
the very act of sinning against the married relation. 5Now in the lawMoses
gave directions that such women were to be stoned; what do you say about
it? 6 They said this, testing him, so that they might have something against
him. But Jesus, with his head bent down, made letters on the floor with his
finger. 7 But when they went on with their questions, he got up and said to
them, Let him among you who is without sin be the first to send a stone at
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her. 8Andagain, with bent head, hemade letters on the floor. 9Andwhenhis
words came to their ears, they went out one by one, starting with the oldest
even to the last, because they were conscious of what was in their hearts:
and Jesus was there by himself with the woman before him. 10 Then Jesus
got up, and seeing nobody but thewoman, he said to her,Where are themen
who said things against you? did no one give a decision against you? 11And
she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, And I do not give a decision against
you: go, and never do wrong again.] 12 Then again Jesus said to them, I am
the light of theworld; hewho comeswithmewill not bewalking in the dark
butwill have the light of life. 13So the Pharisees said to him, Thewitness you
give is about yourself: your witness is not true. 14 Jesus said in answer, Even
if I give witness about myself, mywitness is true, because I have knowledge
of where I came from and where I am going; but you have no knowledge of
where I come from or of where I am going. 15 You are judging from what
you see; I am judging no man. 16 Even if I am judging, my decision is right,
because I am not by myself — with me is the Father who sent me. 17 Even
in your law it is said that the witness of two men is true. 18 I give witness
about myself and the Father who sent me gives witness about me. 19 Then
they said to him, Where is your Father? Jesus said in answer, You have no
knowledge of me or of my Father: if you had knowledge of me you would
have knowledge of my Father. 20 Jesus said these words in the place where
the offerings were stored, while he was teaching in the Temple: but noman
took him because his time was still to come. 21Then he said to them again, I
amgoingawayandyouwill be looking forme, but deathwill overtakeyou in
your sins. It is not possible for you to come where I am going. 22 So the Jews
said,Will he take his life? Is thatwhyhe says,Where I go it is not possible for
you to come? 23And he said to them, You are of the earth; I am fromheaven:
you are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 For this reason I said to you
that death will overtake you in your sins: for if you have not faith that I am
he, death will come to you while you are in your sins. 25 Then they said to
him, Who are you? Jesus said, What I said to you from the first. 26 I have
much to say about you and against you: but hewho sentme is true andwhat
he has said to me I say to the world. 27They did not see that his words were
about the Father. 28So Jesus said,When the Son ofman has been lifted up by
you, then itwill be clear to youwho I am, and that I do nothing ofmyself, but
say as the Father gaveme teaching. 29Hewho sentme iswithme; he has not
gone fromme, because at all times I do the thingswhich are pleasing to him.
30When he said this a number came to have faith in him. 31Then Jesus said
to the Jewswhohad faith in him, If you keepmyword, then you are trulymy
disciples; 32And youwill have knowledge ofwhat is true, and thatwillmake
you free. 33 They said to him in answer, We are Abraham's seed and have
never been anyman's servant: why do you say, Youwill become free? 34And
this was the answer Jesus gave them: Truly I say to you, Everyonewho does
evil is the servant of sin. 35Nowthe servant doesnot goon living in thehouse
for ever, but the son does. 36 If then the sonmakes you free, youwill be truly
free. 37 I am conscious that you are Abraham's seed; but you have a desire
to put me to death because my word has no place in you. 38 I say the things
which I have seen in my Father's house: and you do the things which come
to you from your father's house. 39 In answer they said to him, Our father is
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Abraham. Jesus said to them, If youwere Abraham's children youwould do
what Abraham did. 40But now you have a desire to put me to death, a man
who has said to you what is true, as I had it from God: Abraham did not do
that. 41You are doing theworks of your father. They said to him,We are true
sons of Abraham; we have one Father, who is God. 42 Jesus said to them, If
Godwas your Father youwould have love forme, because it was fromGod I
came and am here. I did not come of myself, but he sent me. 43Why are my
wordsnot clear toyou? It is becauseyourears are shut tomy teaching. 44You
are the children of your father the Evil One and it is your pleasure to do his
desires. From the first he was a taker of life; and he did not go in the true
way because there is no true thing in him. When he says what is false, it is
natural to him, for he is false and the father of what is false. 45But because I
saywhat is true, you have no belief inme. 46Which of you is able truly to say
that I am a sinner? If I say what is true, why have you no belief in me? 47He
who is a child of God gives ear to thewords of God: your ears are not open to
them because you are not from God. 48 The Jews said to him in answer, Are
wenot right in saying that you are of Samaria and have an evil spirit? 49And
thiswas the answer of Jesus: I havenot an evil spirit; but I give honour tomy
Father and you do not give honour to me. 50 I, however, am not in search of
glory formyself: there is Onewho is searching for it and he is judge. 51Truly
I say to you, If aman keepsmyword hewill never see death. 52The Jews said
tohim,Nowwearecertain thatyouhaveanevil spirit. Abrahamisdead, and
the prophets are dead; and you say, If a man keeps my word he will never
see death. 53Are you greater thanour fatherAbraham,who is dead? and the
prophets are dead: who do you say that you are? 54 Jesus said in answer, If I
take glory formyself,my glory is nothing: it ismyFatherwho givesme glory,
of whom you say that he is your God. 55You have no knowledge of him, but
I have knowledge of him; and if I said I have no knowledge of him I would
be talking falsely like you: but I have full knowledge of him, and I keep his
word. 56 Your father Abraham was full of joy at the hope of seeing my day:
he saw it and was glad. 57 Then the Jews said to him, You are not fifty years
old; have you seenAbraham? 58 Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, Before
Abraham came into being, I am. 59So they took up stones to send at him: but
Jesus got secretly out of their way andwent out of the Temple.

9
1And when he went on his way, he saw aman blind from birth. 2And his

disciples put a question to him, saying, Master, was it because of this man's
sin, or the sin of his father and mother, that he has been blind from birth?
3 Jesus said in answer, It was not because of his sin, or because of his father's
or mother's; it was so that the works of God might be seen openly in him.
4While it is daywehave todo theworks ofhimwhosentme: thenight comes
whennoworkmaybedone. 5As longas Iamin theworld, I amthe lightof the
world. 6Having said these words, he put earth, mixed with water from his
mouth, on the man's eyes, 7And said to him, Go and make yourself clean in
thebathof Siloam(the senseof thename is, Sent). Sohewentawayand, after
washing, came back able to see. 8Then the neighbours and others who had
seenhimbefore in the street,withhishandout formoney, said, Isnot this the
man who got money from people? 9 Some said, It is he: others said, No, but
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he is like him. He said, I am he. 10 So they said to him, How then were your
eyesmade open? 11His answer was: Themanwho is named Jesus put earth
mixedwithwater onmy eyes, and said tome, Go andmake yourself clean in
Siloam: so I went away and, after washing, am now able to see. 12And they
said to him, Where is he? His answer was: I have no knowledge. 13 They
took him before the Pharisees — this man who had been blind. 14Now the
day on which the earth was mixed by Jesus and the man's eyes were made
open was the Sabbath. 15 So the Pharisees put more questions to him about
how his eyes had beenmade open. And he said to them, He put earth onmy
eyes, and I had a wash and am able to see. 16 Then some of the Pharisees
said, That man has not come from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.
Others said, How is it possible for a sinner to do such signs? So there was a
division among them. 17Again they said to the blindman,What have you to
say about him for opening your eyes? And he said, He is a prophet. 18Now
the Jews had no belief in the statement that he had been blind andwas now
able to see, till they sent for the fatherandmotherof themanwhoseeyeshad
beenmade open, 19And put the question to them, saying, Is this your son, of
whomyou say that hewas blind at birth? how is it then that he is nowable to
see? 20 In answer his father and mother said, We are certain that this is our
son and that he was blind at birth: 21 But how it is he is now able to see, or
whomade his eyes open, we are not able to say: put the question to him; he
is old enough to give an answer for himself. 22They said this because of their
fear of the Jews: for the Jews had come to an agreement that if anyman said
that Jesus was the Christ he would be put out of the Synagogue. 23That was
the reason why they said, He is old enough; put the question to him. 24 So
they sent a second time for the man who had been blind and they said to
him, Give glory to God: it is clear to us that this man is a sinner. 25He said
in answer, I have no knowledge if he is a sinner or not, but one thing I am
certain about; I was blind, and now I see. 26Then they said to him,What did
he do to you? how did he give you the use of your eyes? 27His answer was:
I have said it before, but your ears were shut: why would you have me say
it again? is it your desire to become his disciples? 28 And they were angry
with him and said, You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We
are certain that God gave his word to Moses: but as for this man, we have
no knowledge where he comes from. 30 The man said in answer, Why, here
is a strange thing! You have no knowledge where he comes from though he
gaveme theuse ofmyeyes. 31Wehaveknowledge thatGoddoesnot give ear
to sinners, but if any man is a worshipper of God and does his pleasure, to
him God's ears are open. 32 In all the years nobody has ever before seen the
eyes of a man blind from birth made open. 33 If this man did not come from
God he would be unable to do anything. 34 Their answer was: You came to
birth through sin; do you make yourself our teacher? And they put him out
of theSynagogue. 35 It came to theearsof Jesus that theyhadputhimout, and
meeting himhe said, Have you faith in the Son ofman? 36He said in answer,
Andwho is he, Lord? Say, so that Imayhave faith inhim. 37 Jesus said to him,
You have seen him; it is he who is talking to you. 38And he said, Lord, I have
faith. And he gave him worship. 39 And Jesus said, I came into this world
to be a judge, so that those who do not see may see, and those who see may
become blind. 40 These words came to the ears of the Pharisees who were
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with him and they said to him, Are we, then, blind? 41 Jesus said to them, If
you were blind you would have no sin: but now that you say, We see; your
sin is there still.

10
1 Truly I say to you, He who does not go through the door into the place

where the sheep are kept, but gets in by some other way, is a thief and an
outlaw. 2Hewho goes in by the door is the keeper of the sheep. 3The porter
lets him in; and the sheep give ear to his voice; he says over the names of the
sheep, and takes them out. 4When he has got them all out, he goes before
them, and the sheep go after him, for they have knowledge of his voice.
5Theywill not go after anotherwho is not their keeper, but will go fromhim
in flight, because his voice is strange to them. 6 In this Jesus was teaching
them in the form of a story: but what he said was not clear to them. 7 So
Jesus said again, Truly I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who
came before me are thieves and outlaws: but the sheep did not give ear to
them. 9 I am the door: if anyman goes in throughme hewill have salvation,
andwill go in andgoout, andwill get food. 10The thief comes only to take the
sheep and to put them to death: he comes for their destruction: I have come
so that they may have life and have it in greater measure. 11 I am the good
keeper of sheep: the good keeper gives his life for the sheep. 12He who is a
servant, and not the keeper or the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and goes in flight, away from the sheep; and the wolf comes down on them
and sends them in all directions: 13Because he is a servant he has no interest
in the sheep. 14 I amthegoodkeeper; I haveknowledgeofmysheep, and they
have knowledge of me, 15 Even as the Father has knowledge of me and I of
the Father; and I am giving my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep
which are not of this field: I will be their guide in the same way, and they
will give ear tomyvoice, so therewill be oneflock and one keeper. 17For this
reason am I loved by the Father, because I give up my life so that I may take
it again. 18No one takes it away fromme; I give it up ofmyself. I have power
to give it up, and I have power to take it again. These orders I have from
my Father. 19 There was a division again among the Jews because of these
words. 20And a number of them said, He has an evil spirit and is out of his
mind; why do you give ear to him? 21Others said, These are not thewords of
onewhohasanevil spirit. Is it possible for anevil spirit tomakeblindpeople
see? 22Then came the feast of the opening of the Temple in Jerusalem: itwas
winter; 23And Jesus was walking in the Temple, in Solomon's covered way.
24Then the Jews came round him, saying, how long are you going to keep us
in doubt? If you are the Christ, say so clearly. 25 Jesus said in answer, I have
said it and you have no belief: the works which I do in my Father's name,
these give witness about me. 26But you have no belief because you are not
ofmy sheep. 27Mysheepgive ear tomyvoice, and I haveknowledgeof them,
and they come afterme: 28And I give themeternal life; theywill never come
to destruction, and no onewill ever take themout ofmy hand. 29Thatwhich
myFather has given tomehasmore value than all; and no one is able to take
anything out of the Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then the
Jews took up stones again to send at him. 32 Jesus said to them in answer, I
have let you see a number of goodworks from the Father; forwhich of those
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works are you stoningme? 33Thiswas their answer: We are not stoning you
for a good work but for evil words; because being aman youmake yourself
God. 34 In answer, Jesus said, Is there not a saying in your law, I said, You are
gods? 35 If he said they were gods, to whom the word of God came (and the
Writings may not be broken), 36Do you say of him whom the Father made
holy and sent into the world, Your words are evil; because I said, I am God's
Son? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, do not have belief in me;
38But if I am doing them, then have belief in the works even if you have no
belief in me; so that you may see clearly and be certain that the Father is in
me and I am in the Father. 39Then again they made an attempt to take him;
but he got away from them. 40 And he went again to the other side of the
Jordan, to the place where John first gave baptism; and he was there for a
time. 41And a great number of people came to him, saying, John did no sign:
but everything John saidof thismanwas true. 42Andanumber came tohave
faith in him there.

11
1NowacertainmannamedLazaruswas ill; hewasofBethany, the townof

Mary and her sisterMartha. 2 (TheMarywhose brother Lazaruswas ill, was
the Mary who put perfumed oil on the Lord and made his feet dry with her
hair.) 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, Lord, your dear friend is ill. 4When
this came to his ears, Jesus said, The end of this disease is not death, but the
glory of God, so that the Son of Godmayhave glory because of it. 5Now Jesus
had love in his heart for Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when the
news came tohim that Lazaruswas ill, he didnot go from theplacewherehe
was for two days. 7Then after that time he said to his disciples, Let us go into
Judaea again. 8 The disciples said to him, Master, the Jews were attempting
only the other day to have you stoned, and are you going back there again?
9 Then Jesus said in answer, Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man
may go about in the day without falling, because he sees the light of this
world. 10 But if a man goes about in the night, he may have a fall because
the light is not in him. 11These things said he: and after that he said to them,
Lazarus our friend is at rest; but I go so that I maymake him come out of his
sleep. 12Then his disciples said to him, Lord, if he is resting he will get well.
13 Jesus, however, was talking of his death: but they had the idea that hewas
talking about taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus said to them clearly, Lazarus
is dead. 15 And because of you I am glad I was not there, so that you may
have faith; but let us go to him. 16Then Thomas, who was named Didymus,
said to the other disciples, Let us go so that we may be with him in death.
17Nowwhen Jesus came, he made the discovery that Lazarus had been put
into theearth fourdaysbefore. 18NowBethanywasnear to Jerusalem, about
two miles away; 19And a number of Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
give them comfort about their brother. 20When Martha had the news that
Jesus was on the way, she went out to him, but Mary did not go from the
house. 21 Then Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if you had been here my brother
would not be dead. 22 But I am certain that, even now, whatever request
you make to God, God will give it to you. 23 Jesus said to her, Your brother
will come to life again. 24Martha said to him, I am certain that he will come
to life again when all come back from the dead at the last day. 25 Jesus said
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to her, I am myself that day and that life; he who has faith in me will have
life even if he is dead; 26 And no one who is living and has faith in me will
ever see death. Is this your faith? 27 She said to him, Yes, Lord: my faith
is that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.
28And having said this, she went away and said secretly to her sister Mary,
The Master is here and has sent for you. 29 And Mary, hearing this, got up
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not at this time come into the
town, butwas still in the placewhereMartha had seen him. 31Then the Jews
whowerewith her in the house, comforting her, when they sawMary get up
quickly andgoout,went afterher in thebelief that shewas going to theplace
of the dead andwould beweeping there. 32WhenMary came towhere Jesus
was and saw him, she went down at his feet, saying, Lord, if you had been
here my brother would not be dead. 33 And when Jesus saw her weeping,
and saw the Jews weeping who came with her, his spirit was moved and he
was troubled, 34 And said, Where have you put him? They said, Come and
see, Lord. 35 And Jesus himself was weeping. 36 So the Jews said, See how
dear hewas to him! 37But some of them said, Thisman, whomade open the
eyes of the blind man, was he not able to keep his friend from death? 38 So
Jesus, deeply troubled in heart, came to the place of the dead. It was a hole
in the rock, and a stone was over the opening. 39 Jesus said, Take away the
stone. Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said, Lord, by this time the
body will be smelling, for he has been dead four days. 40 Jesus said to her,
Did I not say to you that if you had faith youwould see the glory of God? 41So
they took away the stone. And Jesus, looking up to heaven, said, Father, I
give praise to you for hearing me. 42 I was certain that your ears are at all
times open to me, but I said it because of these who are here, so that they
may see that you sentme. 43Then he said in a loud voice, Lazarus, come out!
44And he whowas dead came out, with linen bands folded tightly about his
hands and feet, and a cloth about his face. Jesus said to them,Make him free
and let him go. 45 Then a number of the Jews who had come to Mary and
had seen the things which Jesus did had belief in him. 46 But some of them
went to the Phariseeswith thenews ofwhat Jesus haddone. 47Then thehigh
priests and the Pharisees had a meeting and said, What are we doing? This
man is doing a number of signs. 48 If we let him go on in this way, everybody
will have belief in him and the Romans will come and take away our place
and our nation. 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year,
said to them, You have no knowledge of anything; 50 You do not see that it
is in your interest for one man to be put to death for the people, so that all
the nation may not come to destruction. 51He did not say this of himself,
but being the high priest that year he said, as a prophet, that Jesus would
be put to death for the nation; 52 And not for that nation only, but for the
purpose of uniting in one body the children of God all over theworld. 53And
from that day they took thought together how to put him to death. 54 So
Jesus no longer went about publicly among the Jews, but went from there
into the country near to the waste land, to a town named Ephraim, where
hewas for some timewith the disciples. 55Now the Passover of the Jewswas
near, andnumbers of peoplewent up from the country to Jerusalem tomake
themselves clean before the Passover. 56 They were looking for Jesus and
saying to one another while theywere in the Temple,What is your opinion?
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Will he not come to the feast? 57Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had
given orders that if anyone had knowledge where he was, he was to give
themword, so that theymight take him.

12
1Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethanywhere Lazarus

was, whom Jesus had made to come back from the dead. 2 So they made
him ameal there, and hewaswaited on byMartha, and Lazaruswas among
those who were seated with him at table. 3 Then Mary, taking a pound of
perfumed oil of great value, put it on the feet of Jesus and made them dry
with her hair: and the house became full of the smell of the perfume. 4But
one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was to give him up), said, 5 Why
was not this perfume traded for three hundred pence, and themoney given
to the poor? 6 (He said this, not because he had any love for the poor; but
because he was a thief, and, having the money-bag, took for himself what
was put into it.) 7 Then Jesus said, Let her be. Let her keep what she has
for the day of my death. 8 The poor you have ever with you, but me you
have not for ever. 9 Then a great number of the Jews had news that he was
there: and they came, not only because of Jesus, but so that they might see
Lazarus who had been dead and to whom he had given life. 10Now there
was talk among the chief priests of putting Lazarus to death; 11For because
of him a great number of the Jews went away and had belief in Jesus. 12The
day after, a great number of people whowere there for the feast, when they
had the news that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13Took branches of palm-
trees andwent out to him, crying, A blessing on himwho comes in the name
of the Lord, the King of Israel! 14 And Jesus saw a young ass and took his
seat on it; as the Writings say, 15Have no fear, daughter of Zion: see your
King is coming, seated on a young ass. 16 (These things were not clear to his
disciples at first: but when Jesus had been lifted up into his glory, then it
came to their minds that these things in the Writings were about him and
that theyhadbeendone tohim.) 17Nowthepeoplewhowerewithhimwhen
his voice came to Lazarus in the place of the dead, and gave him life again,
had been talking about it. 18 And that was the reason the people went out
to him, because it had come to their ears that he had done this sign. 19Then
the Pharisees said one to another, You see, you are unable to do anything:
the world has gone after him. 20Now there were some Greeks among the
peoplewho had come up to giveworship at the feast: 21They came to Philip,
who was of Beth-saida in Galilee, andmade a request, saying, Sir, we have a
desire to see Jesus. 22Philipwentandgavewordof it toAndrew; andAndrew
went with Philip to Jesus. 23And Jesus said to them in answer, The hour of
the glory of the Son of man has come. 24Truly I say to you, If a seed of grain
does not go into the earth and come to an end, it is still a seed and no more;
but through its death it gives much fruit. 25He who is in love with life will
have it taken from him; and hewho has no care for his life in this worldwill
keep it for ever and ever. 26 If anyman ismy servant, let him come afterme;
and where I am, there will my servant be. If any man becomes my servant,
my Father will give him honour. 27Now is my soul troubled; and what am
I to say? Father, keep me from this hour. No: for this purpose have I come
to this hour. 28 Father, give glory to your name. Then there came a voice
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out of heaven, saying, I have given it glory, and I will give it glory again.
29Hearing the sound, a number of people who were there said that it was
thunder: others said, An angel was talking to him. 30 Jesus said in answer,
This voice came not for me but for you. 31Now is this world to be judged:
now will the ruler of this world be sent out. 32And I, if I am lifted up from
the earth, will make all men come to me. 33 (This he said, pointing to the
sort of death he would have.) 34Then the people in answer said to him, The
law says that the Christwill have lifewithout end: how say you then that it is
necessary for the Son ofman to be lifted up? Who is this Son ofman? 35 Jesus
said to them, For a little time longer the light will be among you; while you
have the light go onwalking in it, so that the darkmaynot overtake you: one
walking in the dark has no knowledge of where he is going. 36 In so far as
you have the light, put your faith in the light so that youmay become sons of
light. With thesewords Jesuswentawayand fora timewasnot seenagainby
them. 37But though he had done such a number of signs before them, they
still had no belief in him: 38 So that the words of the prophet Isaiah might
come true,whenhe said, Lord,whohas anybelief in our preaching? and the
arm of the Lord, to whom has it been unveiled? 39For this reason they were
unable to have belief, because Isaiah said again, 40He has made their eyes
blind, and their hearts hard; for fear that theymight seewith their eyes and
get knowledge with their hearts, and be changed, and I might make them
well. 41 (Isaiah said these words because he saw his glory. His words were
about him.) 42However, a number even of the rulers had belief in him, but
because of the Pharisees they did not say so openly for fear that they might
be shut out from the Synagogue: 43For the praise ofmenwas dearer to them
than the approval of God. 44 Then Jesus said with a loud voice, He who has
faith in me, has faith not in me, but in himwho sent me. 45And he who sees
me, sees himwho sentme. 46 I have come as a light into theworld, so that no
onewho has faith inmewill go on living in the dark. 47And if anyman gives
ear to my words and does not keep them, I am not his judge: I did not come
to be judge of the world but to give salvation to the world. 48He who puts
me on one side and does not take my words to heart, is not without a judge:
the wordwhich I have said will be his judge on the last day. 49For I have not
said it on my authority, but the Father who sent me gave me orders what to
say and how to say it. 50And I have knowledge that his order is eternal life:
so that the things which I say, I say them even as the Father says them tome.

13
1Now before the feast of the Passover, it was clear to Jesus that the time

had come for him to go away from thisworld to the Father. Having once had
love for those in theworldwhowerehis, his love for themwenton to theend.
2Sowhile ameal was going on, the Evil One having now put it into the heart
of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to be false to him, 3 Jesus, being conscious that
the Father had put everything into his hands, and that he came from God
and was going to God, 4Got up from table, put off his robe and took a cloth
and put it round him. 5Then he put water into a basin andwas washing the
feet of the disciples and drying them with the cloth which was round him.
6 So he came to Simon Peter. Peter said, Lord, are my feet to be washed by
you? 7And Jesus, answering, said to him, What I do is not clear to you now,
but it will be clear to you in time to come. 8Peter said, I will never letmy feet
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bewashedby you, never. Jesus said in answer, If I do notmake you clean you
have no part with me. 9 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, not my feet only, but
my hands andmy head. 10 Jesus said to him, Hewho is bathed has need only
to have his feet washed and then he is clean all over: and you, my disciples,
are clean, but not all of you. 11 (He had knowledgewhowas false to him; that
is why he said, You are not all clean.) 12 Then, after washing their feet and
putting on his robe again, he took his seat and said to them, Do you seewhat
I have done to you? 13 You give me the name of Master and Lord: and you
are right; that is what I am. 14 If then I, the Lord and the Master, have made
your feet clean, it is right for you to make one another's feet clean. 15 I have
given you an example, so that youmay do what I have done to you. 16Truly
I say to you, A servant is not greater than his lord; and he who is sent is not
greater than the one who sent him. 17 If these things are clear to you, happy
are you if you do them. 18 I am not talking of you all: I have knowledge of
my true disciples, but things are as they are, so that the Writings may come
true, The foot ofhimwho takesbreadwithme is liftedupagainstme. 19From
this time forward, I give you knowledge of things before they comeabout, so
that when they come about you may have belief that I am he. 20 Truly I say
to you, Hewho takes to his heart anyonewhom I send, takesme to his heart;
and hewho so takesme, takes himwho sentme. 21When Jesus had said this
he was troubled in spirit, and gave witness, saying, Truly I say to you, that
one of you will be false to me. 22Then the eyes of the disciples were turned
on one another, in doubt as to whom he had in mind. 23 There was at table
one of his disciples, the one dear to Jesus, resting his head on Jesus' breast.
24Making a sign to him, SimonPeter said,Who is it he is talking about? 25He,
then, resting his head on Jesus' breast, said to him, Lord, who is it? 26 This
was the answer Jesus gave: It is the one to whom I will give this bit of bread
after I have put it in the vessel. Then he took the bit of bread, put it into the
vessel, and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 And when Judas
took the bread Satanwent into him. Then Jesus said to him, Do quicklywhat
you have to do. 28Now it was not clear to anyone at table why he said this
to him. 29 Some were of the opinion that because Judas kept the money-bag
Jesus said to him, Get the things we have need of for the feast; or, that he
was to give something to the poor. 30So Judas, having taken the bit of bread,
straight away went out: and it was night. 31 Then when he had gone out,
Jesus said, Now is glory given to the Son of man, and God is given glory in
him. 32 If God is given glory in him, God will give him glory in himself, and
will give him glory even now. 33My dear children, I am only to be with you
a little longer. Then you will be looking for me: and as I said to the Jews, so
now I say to you, Where I am going you may not come. 34 I give you a new
law: Have love one for another; even as I havehad love for you, so are you to
have love one for another. 35By this itwill be clear to allmen that you aremy
disciples, if you have love one for another. 36 Simon Peter said to him, Lord,
where are you going? Jesus said in answer, Where I am going you may not
come with me now, but you will come later. 37Peter said to him, Whymay I
not come with you even now? I will give up my life for you. 38 Jesus said in
answer, Will you give up your life for me? Truly I say to you, Before the cry
of the cock you will have said three times that you are not my disciple.



John 14:1 1078 John 14:31

14
1 Let not your heart be troubled: have faith in God and have faith in me.

2 In my Father's house are rooms enough; if it was not so, would I have said
that I am going to make ready a place for you? 3And if I go and make ready
a place for you, I will come back again and will take you to be with me, so
that you may be where I am. 4 And you all have knowledge of where I am
going, and of the way to it. 5 Thomas said, Lord, we have no knowledge of
where you are going; howmay we have knowledge of the way? 6 Jesus said
to him, I am the true and living way: no one comes to the Father but by me.
7 If you had knowledge ofme, youwould have knowledge ofmy Father: you
have knowledge of him now and have seen him. 8 Philip said to him, Lord,
let us see the Father, and we have need of nothing more. 9 Jesus said to him,
Philip, have I beenwith you all this time, and still you have no knowledge of
me? Hewho has seenme has seen the Father. Why do you say, Let us see the
Father? 10Have you not faith that I am in the Father and the Father is inme?
Thewordswhich I say to you, I say not frommyself: but the Fatherwho is in
me all the time does his works. 11Have faith that I am in the Father and that
the Father is in me: at least, have faith in me because of what I do. 12Truly I
say to you, Hewhoputs his faith inmewill do the veryworkswhich I do, and
hewill do greater things than these, because I am going tomy Father. 13And
whatever request you make in my name, that I will do, so that the Father
may have glory in the Son. 14 If you make any request to me in my name, I
will do it. 15 If youhave love forme, youwill keepmy laws. 16And Iwillmake
prayer to the Father and he will give you another Helper to be with you for
ever, 17 Even the Spirit of true knowledge. That Spirit the world is not able
to take to its heart because it sees himnot and has no knowledge of him: but
you have knowledge of him, because he is ever with you and will be in you.
18 I will not let you be without a friend: I am coming to you. 19A little time
longer, and theworldwill seeme nomore; but youwill seeme; and youwill
be living because I am living. 20At that time itwill be clear to you that I am in
my Father, and you are inme, and I in you. 21Hewho hasmy laws and keeps
them, he it is who has love for me: and he who has love for mewill be loved
bymy Father, and I will have love for him andwill let myself be seen clearly
by him. 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, How is it that youwill let yourself
be seen clearly by us and not by the world? 23 Jesus said to him in answer,
If anyone has love for me, he will keepmywords: and he will be dear to my
Father; and we will come to him and make our living-place with him. 24He
who has no love for me does not keep my words; and the word which you
are hearing is not my word but the Father's who sent me. 25 I have said all
this to youwhile I am still with you. 26But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will be your teacher in all things and will
put you in mind of everything I have said to you. 27May peace be with you;
my peace I give to you: I give it not as the world gives. Let not your heart be
troubled; let it be without fear. 28Keep in mind how I said to you, I go away
and come to you again. If you had love for me you would be glad, because
I am going to the Father: for the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have
given you word of it before it comes, so that, when it comes, you may have
faith. 30After this I will not say much to you, because the ruler of this world
comes: and he has no power overme; 31But he comes so that theworldmay



John 15:1 1079 John 15:27

see that I have love for the Father, and that I amdoing as I amordered by the
Father. Get up, and let us go.

15
1 I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 2He takes away every

branch inmewhichhas no fruit, and every branchwhichhas fruit hemakes
clean, so that it may havemore fruit. 3You are clean, even now, through the
teachingwhich I have given you. 4Be inme at all times as I am in you. As the
branch is not able to give fruit of itself, if it is not still on the vine, so you are
not able to do so if you are not in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches:
hewho is inme at all times as I am in him, givesmuch fruit, becausewithout
me you are able to do nothing. 6 If a man does not keep himself in me, he
becomes dead and is cut off like a dry branch; such branches are taken up
and put in the fire and burned. 7 If you are in me at all times, andmywords
are in you, then anything forwhich youmake a requestwill be done for you.
8Here is my Father's glory, in that you give much fruit and so are my true
disciples. 9Even as the Father has givenme his love, so I have givenmy love
to you: be ever in my love. 10 If you keep my laws, you will be ever in my
love, even as I have kept my Father's laws, and am ever in his love. 11 I have
said these things to you so that I may have joy in you and so that your joy
may be complete. 12 This is the law I give you: Have love one for another,
even as I have love for you. 13Greater love has noman than this, that aman
gives up his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends, if you do what I give
you orders to do. 15No longer do I give you the name of servants; because
a servant is without knowledge of what his master is doing: I give you the
name of friends, because I have given you knowledge of all the thingswhich
my Father has said to me. 16 You did not take me for yourselves, but I took
you for myself; and I gave you the work of going about and producing fruit
which will be for ever; so that whatever request you make to the Father in
my name he may give it to you. 17 So this is my law for you: Have love one
for another. 18 If you are hated by the world, keep in mind that I was hated
by the world before you. 19 If you were of the world, you would be loved by
the world: but because you are not of the world, but I have taken you out
of the world, you are hated by the world. 20Keep in mind the words I said
to you, A servant is not greater than his lord. If they were cruel to me, they
will be cruel to you; if they keptmywords, theywill keep yours. 21Theywill
do all this to you because of my name — because they have no knowledge
of him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and been their teacher they would
have hadno sin: but now they have no reason to give for their sin. 23Hewho
has hate for me has hate for my Father. 24 If I had not done among them the
works which no other man ever did, they would have had no sin: but now
they have seen, and they have hadhate in their hearts forme andmyFather.
25This comes about so that the writing in their lawmay bemade true, Their
hate formewaswithout cause. 26When theHelper comes, whom Iwill send
to you from the Father even the Spirit of true knowledge who comes from
the Father— hewill give witness aboutme; 27And you, in addition, will give
witness because you have been withme from the first.
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16
1 I have said these things to you so that youmaynot be in doubt. 2Theywill

put you out of the Synagogues: yes, the time is coming when whoever puts
you to death will have the belief that he is doing God's pleasure. 3They will
do these things to you because they have not had knowledge of the Father
or ofme. 4 I have said these things to you so that when the time comes, what
I have said may come to your mind. I did not say them to you at the first,
because then I was still with you. 5But now I am going to himwho sent me;
and not one of you says to me, Where are you going? 6 But your hearts are
full of sorrow because I have said these things. 7 But what I am saying is
true: my going is for your good: for if I do not go away, the Helper will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And he, when he comes, will
make the world conscious of sin, and of righteousness, and of being judged:
9Of sin, because they have not faith in me; 10Of righteousness, because I go
to the Father and you will see me no more; 11Of being judged, because the
ruler of this world has been judged. 12 I have still much to say to you, but
you are not strong enough for it now. 13However, when he, the Spirit of true
knowledge, has come, he will be your guide into all true knowledge: for his
words will not come from himself, but whatever has come to his hearing,
that he will say: and he will make clear to you the things to come. 14He will
giveme glory, because hewill take of what ismine, andmake it clear to you.
15Everything which the Father has is mine: that is why I say, He will take of
what is mine and will make it clear to you. 16After a little time you will see
meno longer; and thenagain, after a little time, youwill seeme. 17So someof
the disciples said one to another, What is this he is saying, After a little time,
youwill seemeno longer; and then again, after a little time, youwill seeme?
and, I amgoing to the Father? 18So they said again and again,What is this he
is saying, A little time? His words are not clear to us. 19 Jesus saw that they
had a desire to put the question to him, so he said to them, Is this what you
are questioning one with another, why I said, After a little time, you will see
me no longer; and then again, after a little time, you will see me? 20 Truly I
say to you, You will be weeping and sorrowing, but the world will be glad:
you will be sad, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 21When a woman
is about to give birth she has sorrow, because her hour is come; but when
she has given birth to the child, the pain is put out of her mind by the joy
that a man has come into the world. 22 So you have sorrow now: but I will
see you again, and your hearts will be glad, and no one will take away your
joy. 23And on that day you will put no questions to me. Truly I say to you,
Whatever request youmake to the Father, he will give it to you inmy name.
24 Up to now you have made no request in my name: do so, and it will be
answered, so that your hearts may be full of joy. 25All this I have said to you
in veiled language: but the time is comingwhen Iwill no longer say things in
veiled language but will give you knowledge of the Father clearly. 26 In that
day you will make requests in my name: and I do not say that I will make
prayer to the Father for you, 27 For the Father himself gives his love to you,
because you have given your love tome and have had faith that I came from
God. 28 I came out from the Father and have come into theworld: again, I go
away from the world and go to the Father. 29His disciples said, Now you are
talking clearly and not in veiled language. 30Now we are certain that you
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have knowledge of all things and have no need for anyone to put questions
to you: through this we have faith that you came from God. 31 Jesus made
answer, Have you faith now? 32 See, a time is coming, yes, it is now here,
when you will go away in all directions, every man to his house, and I will
be bymyself: but I amnot bymyself, because the Father iswithme. 33 I have
said all these things to you so that in me you may have peace. In the world
you have trouble: but take heart! I have overcome the world.

17
1 Jesus said these things; then, liftinghis eyes toheaven, he said, Father, the

time has now come; give glory to your Son, so that the Son may give glory
to you: 2 Even as you gave him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life
to all those whom you have given to him. 3And this is eternal life: to have
knowledge of you, the only true God, and of himwhom you have sent, even
Jesus Christ. 4 I have given you glory on the earth, having done all the work
which you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, let me have glory with you,
even that glory which I had with you before the world was. 6 I have given
knowledge of your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world:
yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your words.
7Now it is clear to them thatwhatever youhave given tomecomes fromyou:
8Because I have given them thewordswhich you gave tome; and they have
taken them to heart, and have certain knowledge that I came from you, and
they have faith that you sent me. 9My prayer is for them: my prayer is not
for the world, but for those whom you have given to me, because they are
yours 10 (All mine are yours, and yours are mine) and I have glory in them.
11And now I will be no longer in the world, but they are in the world and I
come to you. Holy Father, keep them in your namewhich you have given to
me, so that they may be one even as we are one. 12While I was with them I
kept themsafe in yournamewhichyouhave given tome: I took care of them
andnot one of themhas come to destruction, but only the son of destruction,
so that the Writings might come true. 13And now I come to you; and these
things I say in the world so that theymay havemy joy complete in them. 14 I
havegivenyourword to them; and theyarehatedby theworld, because they
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15My prayer is not that
youwill take themout of theworld, but that youwill keep them from theEvil
One. 16They are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 17Make
themholy by the trueword: yourword is the trueword. 18Even as you have
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for them I
makemyself holy, so that theymaybemade trulyholy. 20Myprayer isnot for
them only, but for all who will have faith in me through their word; 21May
they all be one! Even as you, Father, are in me and I am in you, so let them
be in us, so that all menmay come to have faith that you sent me. 22And the
glory which you have given to me I have given to them, so that they may be
one evenasweare one; 23 I in them, andyou inme, so that theymaybemade
completely one, and so that itmaybecomeclear to allmen that youhave sent
me and that they are loved by you as I am loved by you. 24 Father, it is my
desire that thesewhomyouhave given tomemay be bymy sidewhere I am,
so that theymay seemy glory which you have given tome, because you had
love for me before the world came into being. 25 Father of righteousness, I
have knowledge of you, though theworld has not; and to these it is clear that
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you sent me; 26And I have given to them knowledge of your name, and will
give it, so that the lovewhich you have formemay be in them and I in them.

18
1When Jesus had said these words he went out with his disciples over the

stream Kedron to a garden, into which he went with his disciples. 2 And
Judas, whowas false to him, had knowledge of the place because Jesuswent
there frequently with his disciples. 3 So Judas, getting a band of armedmen
and police from the chief priests and Pharisees, went there with lights and
with arms. 4Then Jesus, having knowledge of everythingwhichwas coming
on him, went forward and said to them, Who are you looking for? 5 Their
answer was, Jesus the Nazarene. Jesus said, I am he. And Judas, who was
false tohim,was there at their side. 6Andwhenhe said to them, I amhe, they
went back, falling to the earth. 7 So again he put the question to them, Who
are you looking for? And they said, Jesus theNazarene. 8 Jesusmade answer,
I have said that I amhe; if youare looking forme, let thesemengoaway. 9 (He
said this so that his words might come true, I have kept safe all those whom
you gave tome.) 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, took it out and gave
the high priest's servant a blow, cutting off his right ear. The servant's name
was Malchus. 11 Then Jesus said to Peter, Put back your sword: am I not to
take thecupwhichmyFatherhasgiven tome? 12Then thebandand thechief
captain and the police took Jesus and put cords round him. 13They took him
first toAnnas, becauseAnnaswas the father-in-lawof Caiaphaswhowas the
high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had said to the Jews that it was
in their interest for oneman to be put to death for the people. 15And Simon
Peter went after Jesus with another disciple. Now that disciple was a friend
of the high priest and hewent inwith Jesus into the house of the high priest;
16But Peter was kept outside at the door. Then this other disciple, who was
a friend of the high priest, came out and had a word with the girl who kept
the door, and took Peter in. 17Then the girl who was the door-keeper said to
Peter, Are you not one of this man's disciples? In answer he said, I am not.
18Now the servants and the police had made a fire of coals because it was
cold; they were warming themselves in front of it and Peter was there with
them, warming himself. 19Then the high priest put questions to Jesus about
his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus made answer, I said things openly
to the world at all times; I have given my teaching in the Synagogues and
in the Temple to which all the Jews come; and I have said nothing secretly.
21Why are you questioning me? put questions to my hearers about what I
have said to them: they have knowledge of what I said. 22When he said this,
one of the police by his side gave him a blowwith his open hand, saying, Do
you give such an answer to the high priest? 23 Jesus said in answer, If I have
said anything evil, give witness to the evil: but if I said what is true, why do
you give me blows? 24 Then Annas sent him chained to Caiaphas, the high
priest. 25But Simon Peter was still there warming himself by the fire. They
said to him, Are you not one of his disciples? He said, No, I am not. 26One of
the servants of the high priest, a relation of him whose ear had been cut off
by Peter, said, Did I not see you with him in the garden? 27Then again Peter
said, No. And straight away a cock gave its cry. 28So they took Jesus from the
house of Caiaphas to the Praetorium. It was early. They themselves did not
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go into the Praetorium, so that they might not become unclean, but might
take the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and put the question: What
have you to say against this man? 30 They said to him in answer, If the man
was not a wrongdoer wewould not have given him up to you. 31Then Pilate
said to them, Take him yourselves and let him be judged by your law. But
the Jews said to him, We have no right to put any man to death. 32 (That the
word of Jesusmight come true, pointing to the sort of death hewould have.)
33 Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium and sent for Jesus and said to
him, Are you the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus made answer, Do you say this of
yourself, or didothers say it aboutme? 35Pilate said, AmIa Jew? Yournation
and the chief priests have given you into my hands: what have you done?
36 Jesus said in answer, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdomwas
of this world, my disciples would have made a good fight to keep me out of
the hands of the Jews: butmykingdom is not here. 37ThenPilate said to him,
Are you then a king? Jesus made answer, You say that I am a king. For this
purpose was I given birth, and for this purpose I came into the world, that
I might give witness to what is true. Every lover of what is true gives ear to
my voice. 38Pilate said to him, True? what is true? Having said this he went
out again to the Jews and said to them, I see no wrong in him. 39 But every
year you make a request to me to let a prisoner go free at the Passover. Is it
your desire that I let the King of the Jews go free? 40Then again they gave a
loud cry, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was an outlaw.

19
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped with cords. 2And the men

of the army made a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they put a
purple robe on him. 3And they kept coming and saying, Long life to the King
of the Jews! And they gavehimblowswith their hands. 4AndPilatewent out
again and said to them, See, I let him come out to you tomake it clear to you
that I see no wrong in him. 5 Then Jesus came out with the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, Here is theman! 6Sowhen the
chief priests and the police saw him they gave a loud cry, To the cross! to the
cross! Pilate said to them, Take him yourselves and put him on the cross: I
see no crime in him. 7And the Jewsmade answer,Wehave a law, and by that
law it is right forhimtobeput todeathbecausehe saidhewas theSonofGod.
8When this saying came to Pilate's ears his fear became greater; 9 And he
went again into the Praetorium and said to Jesus,Where do you come from?
But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Then Pilate said to him, You say nothing to
me? is it not clear to you that I have power to let you go free and power to
put you to death on the cross? 11 Jesus gave this answer: You would have no
power at all over me if it was not given to you by God; so that he who gave
me up to you has the greater sin. 12Hearing this, Pilate had a desire to let
him go free, but the Jews said in a loud voice, If you let this man go, you are
not Caesar's friend: everyonewhomakes himself a king goes against Caesar.
13Sowhen thesewords came toPilate's ear, he took Jesus out, seatinghimself
in the judge's seat in a place named inHebrew, Gabbatha, or the Stone Floor.
14 (It was the day when they made ready for the Passover; and it was about
the sixth hour.) And he said to the Jews, There is your King! 15 Then they
gave a loud cry, Away with him! away with him! to the cross! Pilate said
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to them, Am I to put your King to death on the cross? The chief priests said
in answer, We have no king but Caesar. 16 So then he gave him up to them
to be put to death on the cross. And they took Jesus away; 17 And he went
out with his cross on him to the place which is named Dead Man's Head (in
Hebrew, Golgotha): 18Where they put him on the cross with two others, one
on this side and one on that, and Jesus in themiddle. 19And Pilate put on the
cross a statement in writing. The writing was: JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE
KING OF THE JEWS. 20 The writing was seen by a number of the Jews, for
the place where Jesus was put to death on the cross was near the town; and
the writing was in Hebrew and Latin and Greek. 21Then the chief priests of
the Jews said to Pilate, Do not put, The King of the Jews, but, He said, I am
the King of the Jews. 22But Pilate made answer, What I have put in writing
will not be changed. 23And when Jesus was nailed to the cross, the men of
the army took his clothing, andmade a division of it into four parts, to every
manapart, and they tookhis coat: now the coatwaswithout a join,madeout
of one bit of cloth. 24 So they said among themselves, Let this not be cut up,
but let us put it to the decision of chance and see who gets it. (They did this
so that the Writings might come true, which say, They made a distribution
ofmy clothing among them, andmy coat they put to the decision of chance.)
This was what the men of the army did. 25Now by the side of the cross of
Jesuswere hismother, and hismother's sisterMary, thewife of Cleopas, and
MaryMagdalene. 26Sowhen Jesus sawhismother and the disciplewhowas
dear to him, he said to his mother, Mother, there is your son! 27Then he said
to the disciple, There is your mother! And from that hour the disciple took
her to his house. 28After this, being conscious that all things had now been
done so that theWritingsmight come true, Jesus said, Givemewater. 29Now
therewas a vessel ready, full of bitterwine, and theyput a sponge full of it on
a stick and put it to his mouth. 30 So when Jesus had taken the wine he said,
All is done. And with his head bent he gave up his spirit. 31Now it was the
day of getting ready for the Passover, and so that the bodies might not be on
the cross on the Sabbath (because the day of that Sabbath was a great day),
the Jews made a request to Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that
they might be taken away. 32 So the men of the army came, and the legs of
thefirstwerebrokenand thenof the otherwhowasput to death on the cross
with Jesus: 33Butwhen they came to Jesus, they saw that hewas dead by this
time, and so his legs were not broken; 34But one of the men made a wound
in his side with a spear, and straight away there came out blood and water.
35And hewho saw it has givenwitness (and his witness is true; he is certain
that what he says is true) so that you may have belief. 36These things came
about so that theWritingsmight be true, No bone of his bodywill be broken.
37 And again another verse says, They will see him who was wounded by
their spears. 38After these things, Joseph of Arimathaea, whowas a disciple
of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, made a request to Pilate to let him
take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate said he might do so. So he went and
took away his body. 39AndNicodemus came (hewho had first come to Jesus
by night) with a roll of myrrh and aloes mixed, about a hundred pounds.
40Then they took the body of Jesus, folding linen about it with the spices, as
is the way of the Jews when they put the dead to rest. 41Now there was a
garden near the cross, and in the garden a new place for the dead in which
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nomanhadeverbeenput. 42So theyput Jesus there, because itwas the Jews'
day of getting ready for the Passover, and the place was near.

20
1Now on the first day of the week, very early, while it was still dark, Mary

Magdalene came to the place and saw that the stone had been taken away
from it. 2 Then she went running to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple
who was loved by Jesus, and said to them, They have taken away the Lord
out of the place of the dead andwe have no knowledgewhere they have put
him. 3SoPeter and theotherdisciplewent out to theplaceof thedead. 4They
went running together, and the other disciple got in front of Peter and came
first to the hole in the rock; 5And looking in, he saw the linen bands on the
earth; but he did not go in, 6Then Simon Peter came after him andwent into
the hole in the rock; and he saw the linen bands on the earth, 7And the cloth,
which had been round his head, not with the linen bands but rolled up in a
place by itself. 8Then the other disciplewho came there firstwent in; and he
sawandbelief came tohim. 9Forat that time theyhadnoknowledge that the
Writings said that hewould have to comeagain from the dead. 10So then the
discipleswent awayagain to their houses. 11ButMarywas still there outside
the hole in the rock, weeping; and while she was weeping and looking into
the hole, 12 She saw two angels in white seated where the body of Jesus had
been, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, Woman,
why are you weeping? She said to them, Because they have taken away my
Lord, and Ihavenoknowledgewhere theyhaveputhim. 14And then looking
round, she saw Jesus there, but had no idea that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to
her, Woman, why are you weeping? who are you looking for? She, taking
him for the gardener, said to him, Sir, if you have taken him away from
here, say where you have put him and I will take him away. 16 Jesus said
to her, Mary! Turning, she said to him in Hebrew, Rabboni! (which is to say,
Master). 17 Jesus said to her, Do not put your hand onme, for I have not gone
up to the Father: but go tomy brothers and say to them, I go up tomy Father
and your Father, tomyGod and your God. 18MaryMagdalenewentwith the
news to the disciples, and said she had seen the Lord and that he had said
these things to her. 19At evening on that day, the first day of theweek, when,
for fearof the Jews, thedoorswere shutwhere thediscipleswere, Jesus came
among them and said to them, May peace be with you! 20And when he had
said this, he let them see his hands and his side. Then the discipleswere glad
when they saw the Lord. 21And Jesus said to them again, May peace bewith
you! As the Father sentme, even so I now send you. 22Andwhenhe had said
this, breathing on them, he said to them, Let the Holy Spirit come on you:
23Any to whom you give forgiveness, will be made free from their sins; and
any fromwhom you keep back forgiveness, will still be in their sins. 24Now
Thomas, one of the twelve, named Didymus, was not with themwhen Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he
said to them, If I do not see in his hands the print of the nails and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and if I do not put my hand into his side,
I will never have belief. 26And after eight days, his disciples were again in
the house and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were shut, Jesus
came, and taking his place in themiddle of them, he said, May peace bewith
you! 27Then he said to Thomas, Put out your finger, and see my hands; and
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put your hand here into my side: and be no longer in doubt but have belief.
28 And Thomas said in answer, My Lord and my God! 29 Jesus said to him,
Because you have seen me you have belief: a blessing will be on those who
have belief though they have not seen me! 30A number of other signs Jesus
did before his disciples which are not recorded in this book: 31But these are
recorded, so that youmay have faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and so that, having this faith youmay have life in his name.

21
1After these things Jesus let himself be seen again by the disciples at the

sea of Tiberias; and it came about in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas named
Didymus, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples were all together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, I am going
fishing. They said to him, And we will come with you. They went out and
got into the boat; but that night they took no fish. 4Now very early in the
morning Jesuswas thereby theedgeof the sea (though thediscipleswerenot
conscious that itwas Jesus). 5So Jesus said to them, Children, have you taken
any fish? Theymade answer, No. 6And he said to them, Let down the net on
the right side of the boat and you will get some. So they put it in the water
and now they were not able to get it up again because of the great number
of fish. 7 So the disciple who was dear to Jesus said to Peter, It is the Lord!
Hearing that it was the Lord, Peter put his coat round him (because he was
not clothed) andwent into the sea. 8And the other disciples came in the little
boat (theywerenot far fromland, onlyabout twohundredcubits off)pulling
thenet full of fish. 9When they got to land, they sawafire of coals there,with
fish cooking on it, andbread. 10 Jesus said to them,Get someof thefishwhich
you have now taken. 11 So Peter went to the boat and came back pulling the
net to land, full of great fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and though there
was such a number the net was not broken. 12 Jesus said to them, Come and
take some food. And all the disciples were in fear of putting the question,
Who are you? being conscious that it was the Lord. 13Then Jesus came and
took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish in the sameway. 14Now this
was the third time that Jesus let himself be seen by the disciples after he had
come back from the dead. 15 Then when they had taken food, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, is your love for me greater than the love of
these others? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you are certain of my love for you.
He said to him, Then give my lambs food. 16Again, a second time, he said to
him, Simon, son of John, have you any love for me? Yes, Lord, he said, you
are certain of my love for you. Then take care of my sheep, said Jesus. 17He
said to hima third time, Simon, son of John, am I dear to you? NowPeterwas
troubled in his heart because he put the question a third time, Am I dear to
you? Andhe said tohim, Lord, youhaveknowledgeof all things; you see that
you are dear tome. Jesus said to him, Then givemy sheep food. 18Truly I say
to you,When youwere young, youmade yourself ready andwentwherever
you had a desire to go: but when you are old, you will put out your hands
and another will make you ready, and you will be taken where you have
no desire to go. 19Now this he said, pointing out the sort of death by which
he would give God glory. And after saying this, he said to him, Come after
me. 20 Then Peter, turning round, saw the disciple who was dear to Jesus
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coming after them — the disciple who was resting on his breast at the last
meal, and said, Lord, who is it who will be false to you? 21 Seeing him, Peter
said to Jesus, What about this man? 22 Jesus said to him, If it is my desire
for him to be here till I come back, what is that to you? come yourself after
me. 23So this sayingwent about among the brothers that this disciplewould
not undergo death: Jesus, however, did not say that he would not undergo
death, but, If it is my desire for him to be here till I come back, what is that
to you? 24This is the disciple who gives witness about these things and who
put them inwriting: andwe have knowledge that his witness is true. 25And
Jesus did such a number of other things that, if every onewas recorded, it is
my opinion that even theworld itself is not great enough for the books there
would be.
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The Acts of the Apostles
1 I have given an earlier account, O Theophilus, of all the things which

Jesus did, and of his teaching from the first, 2Till the daywhen hewas taken
up to heaven after he had given his orders, through the Holy Spirit, to the
Apostles of whom he had made selection: 3And to whom he gave clear and
certain signs that he was living, after his death; for he was seen by them for
forty days, and gave them teaching about the kingdom of God: 4And when
they were all together, with him, he gave them orders not to go away from
Jerusalem, but to keep there, waiting till the word of the Father was put into
effect, of which, he said, I have given you knowledge: 5 For the baptism of
John was with water, but you will have baptismwith the Holy Spirit, after a
little time. 6 So, when they were together, they said to him, Lord, will you at
this time give back the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said to them, It is not for
you to have knowledge of the time and the order of events which the Father
has kept in his control. 8But you will have power, when the Holy Spirit has
come on you; and youwill be mywitnesses in Jerusalem and all Judaea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 9And when he had said these things,
while they were looking, he was taken up, and went from their view into
a cloud. 10And while they were looking up to heaven with great attention,
twomen came to them, in white clothing, 11And said, Omen of Galilee, why
are you looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken from you into
heaven, will come again, in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.
12Then theywentback to JerusalemfromthemountainnamedOlivet,which
is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they came
in, they went up into the room where they were living; Peter and John and
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James,
the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas, the son of James.
14And they allwith onemindgave themselves up to prayer,with thewomen,
andMary themotherof Jesus, andhisbrothers. 15And in thosedaysPetergot
up among the brothers (therewere about one hundred and twenty of them),
and said, 16Mybrothers, theword of God had to be put into effect, which the
Holy Spirit had said before, by the mouth of David, about Judas, who was
guide to those who took Jesus, 17 For he was numbered among us, and had
his part in our work. 18 (Now this man, with the reward of his evil-doing,
got for himself a field, and falling head first, came to a sudden and violent
end there. 19 And this came to the knowledge of all those who were living
in Jerusalem, so that the field was named in their language, Akel-dama, or,
Thefieldof blood.) 20For in thebookof Psalms it says, Let his housebewaste,
and let nomanbe living in it: and, Let his positionbe takenbyanother. 21For
this reason, of the men who have been with us all the time, while the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, 22 Starting from the baptism of John till he
went up from us, one will have to be a witness with us of his coming back
from death. 23 And they made selection of two, Joseph, named Barsabbas,
whose other name was Justus, and Matthias. 24And they made prayers and
said, Lord, having knowledge of the hearts of all men, make clear which of
these two has been marked out by you, 25 To take that position as a servant
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and Apostle, fromwhich Judas by his sinwas shut out, so that hemight go to
his place. 26And they put it to the decision of chance, and the decision was
given for Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles.

2
1And when the day of Pentecost was come, they were all together in one

place. 2And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like the rushing of a
violentwind, andall thehousewhere theywerewas full of it. 3And they saw
tongues, like flames of fire, coming to rest on every one of them. 4And they
were all full of the Holy Spirit, and were talking in different languages, as
the Spirit gave thempower. 5Now therewere living at Jerusalem, Jews, God-
fearingmen, from every nation under heaven. 6Andwhen this sound came
to their ears, they all came together, and were greatly surprised because
every man was hearing the words of the disciples in his special language.
7And they were full of wonder and said, Are not all these men Galilaeans?
8 And how is it that every one of us is hearing their words in the language
which was ours from our birth? 9 Men of Parthia, Media, and Elam, and
those living inMesopotamia, in Judaea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia,
10 In Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene,
and those who have come from Rome, Jews by birth and others who have
become Jews, 11Men of Crete and Arabia, to all of us they are talking in our
different languages, of the greatworksofGod. 12And theywereall surprised
and in doubt saying to one another,What is the reason of this? 13But others,
making sport of them, said, They are full of new wine. 14 But Peter, getting
up, with the eleven, said in a loud voice, O men of Judaea, and all you who
are living in Jerusalem, take note of this and give ear to my words. 15 For
these men are not overcome with wine, as it seems to you, for it is only the
third hour of the day; 16But this is the thing which was said by the prophet
Joel; 17And it will come about, in the last days, says God, that I will send out
my Spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will be prophets,
and your young men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams:
18 And on my men-servants and my women-servants I will send my Spirit,
and they will be prophets. 19Andwonders will be seen in heaven, and signs
on the earth, blood and fire and smoke: 20 The sun will become dark and
the moon will be turned to blood, before that great day of the Lord comes
in glory: 21And whoever makes his prayer to the Lord will have salvation.
22Men of Israel, give ear to these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man who had
the approval of God, as was made clear to you by the great works and signs
and wonders which God did by him among you, as you yourselves have
knowledge, 23Him,whenhewas given up, by the decision and knowledge of
God, you put to death on the cross, by the hands of evil men: 24But God gave
himback to life, havingmadehimfree fromthepainsofdeathbecause itwas
not possible for him to be overcome by it. 25For David said of him, I saw the
Lord beforemy face at all times, for he is at my right hand, so that I may not
bemoved: 26And for this causemy heart was glad andmy tongue full of joy,
andmy fleshwill be resting in hope: 27For youwill not let my soul be in hell
and youwill not give up your Holy One to destruction. 28You havemademe
see theways of life; I will be full of joywhen I see your face. 29Mybrothers, I
may say to youopenly thatDavid came tohis death, andwasput in the earth,
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and his resting-place is with us today. 30But being a prophet, and having in
mind the oath which God had given to him, that of the fruit of his body one
would take his place as a king, 31He, having knowledge of the future, was
talking of the coming again of Christ from the dead, that he was not kept in
hell and his body did not see destruction. 32This Jesus God has given back to
life, ofwhichwe all arewitnesses. 33And so, being lifted up to the right hand
of God, and having the Father's word that the Holy Spirit would come, he
has sent this thing, which now you see and have knowledge of. 34For David
has not gone up into heaven, but says, himself, The Lord said to my Lord,
Be seated at my right hand, 35 Till I put all those who are against you under
your feet. 36 For this reason, let all Israel be certain that this Jesus, whom
you put to death on the cross, God has made Lord and Christ. 37Now when
these words came to their ears their hearts were troubled, and they said to
Peter and the other Apostles, Brothers, what arewe to do? 38And Peter said,
Let your hearts be changed, every one of you, and have baptism in the name
of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will have the Holy
Spirit given to you. 39 For the word of God is for you and for your children
and for all those who are far off, even all those who may be marked out by
the Lord ourGod. 40Andwithmore suchwords he gave hiswitness, offering
themsalvation and saying, Comeout from this evil generation. 41Then those
whogavehearing tohiswordshadbaptism: andabout three thousand souls
were joined to them that day. 42 And they kept their attention fixed on the
Apostles' teaching and were united together in the taking of broken bread
and in prayer. 43But fear came on every soul: and all sorts of wonders and
signs were done by the Apostles. 44And all those who were of the faith kept
together, and had all things in common; 45And exchanging their goods and
property for money, they made division of it among them all, as they had
need. 46Anddaybyday, going inagreement together regularly to theTemple
and, taking broken bread together in their houses, they took their foodwith
joy and with true hearts, 47 Giving praise to God, and having the approval
of all the people; and every day the number of those who had salvation was
increased by the Lord.

3
1Now Peter and John were going up to the Temple at the ninth hour, the

hour of prayer; 2 And a certain man who from birth had had no power in
his legs, was taken there every day, and put down at the door of the Temple
which is named Beautiful, requesting money from those who went into the
Temple; 3 He then, seeing Peter and John going into the Temple, made a
request to them. 4And Peter, looking at him, with John, said, Keep your eyes
on us. 5And he gave attention to them, hoping to get something from them.
6But Peter said, I have no silver or gold, butwhat I have, that I give to you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up on your feet. 7And he took him
by his right hand, lifting him up; and straight away his feet and the bones
of his legs became strong, 8And, jumping up, he got on to his feet and went
into the Temple with them, walking and jumping and giving praise to God.
9And all the people sawhimwalking and praising God: 10And they saw that
it was themanwhomade requests formoney at the door of the Temple, and
theywere full of wonder and surprise at what had taken place. 11Andwhile
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he kept his hands on Peter and John, all the people came running together
to the covered way which is named Solomon's, full of wonder. 12And when
Peter saw it he said to the people, You men of Israel, why are you so greatly
surprised at this man? or why are you looking at us as if by our power or
virtuewe had given him the use of his legs? 13The God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has given glory to his servant Jesus;
whom you gave up, turning your backs on him, when Pilate had made the
decision to let him go free. 14 But you would have nothing to do with the
Holy and Upright One, and made request for a man of blood to be given to
you, 15Andput to death the Lord of life; whomGod gave back from the dead;
of which fact we are witnesses. 16And his name, through faith in his name,
has made this man strong, whom you see and have knowledge of: yes, the
faith which is through him has made him well, before you all. 17And now,
my brothers, I am conscious that you did this, as did your rulers, without
knowledge. 18But the thingswhichGodhadmadeclearbefore, by themouth
of all the prophets, that the Christ would have to undergo, he has put into
effect in thisway. 19So then, let yourhearts be changedandbe turned toGod,
so that your sins may be completely taken away, and times of blessing may
come from the Lord; 20And that hemay send the Christwhowasmarked out
for you from the first, even Jesus: 21Who is to be kept in heaven till the time
when all things are put right, of which God has given word by the mouth
of his holy prophets, who have been from the earliest times. 22 For Moses
said, The Lordwill give you a prophet fromamong your people, likeme; you
will give ear to everything which he will say to you. 23And every soul who
doesnot giveattention to thatprophet,will be cutoff fromamong thepeople.
24And all the prophets from Samuel and those who came after, every one of
them, gaveword of these days. 25You are the sons of the prophets, and of the
agreementwhichGodmadewith your fathers, saying to Abraham, Through
your seed a blessingwill come on all the families of the earth. 26To you, first,
God sent his servant, blessing you by turning every one of you fromhis sins.

4
1 And while they were talking to the people, the priests and the captain

of the Temple and the Sadducees came up to them, 2Being greatly troubled
because they were teaching the people and preaching Jesus as an example
of the coming back from the dead. 3 And they took them and put them in
prison till themorning, for it was now evening. 4But a number of thosewho
gave hearing to theword had faith; and theywere now about five thousand.
5 And on the day after, the rulers and those in authority and the scribes
came together in Jerusalem; 6 And Annas, the high priest, was there, and
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all the relations of the high priest.
7 Then sending for Peter and John, they said, By what power and in whose
name have you done this? 8 Then Peter, being full of the Holy Spirit, said to
them, O you rulers of the people andmenof authority, 9 Ifwe are questioned
today about a good work done to a man who was ill, as to how he has been
made well, 10 Take note, all of you, and all the people of Israel, that in the
nameof Jesus Christ ofNazareth,whomyouput to death on the cross,whom
God gave back from the dead, even through him is thisman now before you
completely well. 11He is the stone which you builders had no use for, but
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which has been made the chief stone of the building. 12 And in no other
is there salvation: for there is no other name under heaven, given among
men, through which we may have salvation. 13 Now when they saw that
Peter and John were without fear, though they were men of no education
or learning, they were greatly surprised; and they took note of them that
they had been with Jesus. 14And, seeing that the man who had been made
well was there with them, they were not able to say anything against it.
15 But when they had given them orders to go out of the Sanhedrin, they
had a discussion among themselves, 16Saying,What arewe to dowith these
men? for certainly it is clear to all who are living in Jerusalem that a most
important sign has been done by them, and it is not possible to say that it is
not so. 17But so that it may not go farther among the people, let us put them
in fear of punishment if they say anything in future in this name. 18And they
sent for them, and gave themorders not tomake statements or give teaching
in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John in answer said to them, It is for
you to say if it is right in the eyes of God to give attention to you more than
to God: 20For it is not possible for us to keep from sayingwhat we have seen
and have knowledge of. 21 And when they had said more sharp words to
them, they let them go, not seeing what punishment they might give them,
because of the people; for all men were giving praise to God for what had
taken place. 22 For the man on whom this act of power was done was more
than forty years old. 23Andwhen they had beenmade free, they came back
to their friends, and gave an account of all the things which the chief priests
and the authorities had said to them. 24 And hearing it, they all, with one
mind, made prayer to God and said, O Lord, maker of heaven and earth and
the sea and all things in them: 25Who has said, by the Holy Spirit, through
themouthof our fatherDavid your servant,Whyare thenations so violently
moved, andwhy are the thoughts of the people so foolish? 26The kings of the
earth were lifted up, the rulers came together, against the Lord, and against
his Christ: 27 For, truly, in this town, against your holy servant, Jesus, who
wasmarkedoutbyyouasChrist, Herod, andPontiusPilate,with theGentiles
and the people of Israel, came together, 28 To do that which had been fixed
before by your hand and your purpose. 29And now, Lord, take note of their
cruel words, and give your servants power to be preachers of your word
without fear, 30While your hand is stretched out to do works of mercy; so
that signs andwondersmay be done through the name of your holy servant
Jesus. 31And when their prayer was ended, the place where they were was
violently moved, and they all became full of the Holy Spirit, preaching the
word of God without fear. 32 And all those who were of the faith were one
in heart and soul: and not one of them said that any of the things which he
had was his property only; but they had all things in common. 33And with
great power the Apostles gave witness of the coming back of the Lord Jesus
from the dead; and grace was on them all. 34And no one among them was
in need; for everyonewho had land or houses, exchanging them formoney,
took the price of them, 35Andput it at the feet of theApostles for distribution
to everyoneashehadneed. 36And Joseph,whowasgivenby theApostles the
nameof Barnabas (the sense ofwhich is, Son of comfort), a Levite and aman
of Cyprus by birth, 37Having a field, got money for it and put the money at
the feet of the Apostles.



Acts 5:1 1093 Acts 5:29

5
1But a certainmannamedAnanias, with Sapphira hiswife, gotmoney for

his property, 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife having knowledge
of it, and took the rest and put it at the feet of the Apostles. 3But Peter said,
Ananias, why has the Evil One put it into your heart to be false to the Holy
Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4While you had it, was
it not your property? and after you had given it in exchange, was it not still
in your power? how has this purpose come into your mind? you have been
false, not to men, but to God. 5And at these words, Ananias went down on
the earth, and his life went from him: and great fear came on all who were
present. 6 And the young men went and made ready his body, and took it
out, and put it in the earth. 7And about three hours after, his wife, having
no knowledge ofwhat had taken place, came in. 8And Peter said to her, Give
me an answer: was this amount of money the price of the land? And she
said, Yes, it was. 9 But Peter said to her, Why have you made an agreement
together to be false to the Spirit of the Lord? See, the feet of the young men
whohaveput thebodyof yourhusband in the earth, are at thedoor, and they
will take you out. 10And straight away shewent downat his feet, andher life
went fromher: and the youngmen came in and sawher dead, and they took
her out and put her in the earth with her husband. 11Then great fear came
on all the church and on all who had knowledge of these things. 12Now a
number of signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of
the Apostles; and they were all together in Solomon's covered way. 13 The
others, in fear, kept back from joining them: but the people made much of
them; 14And a great number of men andwomen had faith, and were joined
to the Lord; 15And they even took into the streets people who were ill, and
put them on beds, so that when Peter went by, some of them might be in
his shade. 16And numbers of people came together from the towns round
about Jerusalem,with thosewhowere ill and thosewhowere troubledwith
unclean spirits: and theywere allmadewell. 17But the high priest and those
who were with him (the Sadducees) were full of envy, 18And they took the
Apostles and put them in the common prison. 19But in the night an angel of
the Lord, opening the doors of the prison, took themout and said, 20Go, take
your place in the Temple and give the people all the teaching about this Life.
21And hearing this, they went into the Temple at dawn, and were teaching.
But the high priest and thosewhowerewith him got together the Sanhedrin
and the representatives of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to get
them. 22 But the men who were sent saw that they were not in the prison,
and came backwith the news, 23Saying, The doors of the prisonwere safely
shut, and the keepers were at the doors, but when they were open, there
was nobody inside. 24Now, at these words, the captain of the Temple and
the chief priests were greatly troubled about what might be the end of this
business. 25And someone came and said to them, The men, whom you put
in prison, are in the Temple teaching the people. 26 Then the captain and
some of the police went and took them, but not violently, for fear that they
might be stoned by the people. 27 And they took them into the Sanhedrin,
and the high priest said to them, 28Wegave you very clear orders not to give
teaching in this name: and now Jerusalem is full of your teaching, and you
are attempting tomake us responsible for this man's death. 29But Peter and
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the Apostles, answering, said, We have to do the orders of God, not of man.
30The God of our fathers gave Jesus back to life, whom you had put to death,
hanging him on a tree. 31Him God has put on high at his right hand, as a
Ruler and a Saviour, to give to Israel a change of heart and forgiveness of
sins. 32Andwe arewitnesses of these things, and so is theHoly Spirit, whom
God has given to those who keep his laws. 33But when these words came to
their ears, they were cut to the heart, and had a mind to put them to death.
34But one of the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a man of learning
in the law, of whom all the people had a high opinion, got up and made a
suggestion for the men to be put outside for a little time. 35 And he said to
them, Men of Israel, take care what you do about these men. 36 For before
this therewasTheudas,whosaidhewas someone important, towhomabout
fourhundredmengave their support: hewasput to death, andhis bandwas
brokenup and came to nothing. 37After thisman, therewas Judas of Galilee,
at the time of the numbering, and some of the peoplewent after him: hewas
put todeath, andall his supporterswereput toflight. 38AndnowI say to you,
Do nothing to these men, but let them be: for if this teaching or this work is
of men, it will come to nothing: 39 But if it is of God, you will not be able to
overcome them, and you are in danger of fighting against God. 40 And he
seemed to them to be right: and they sent for the Apostles, and, after having
them whipped and giving them orders to give no teaching in the name of
Jesus, they let them go. 41 So they went away from the Sanhedrin, happy to
undergo shame for the Name. 42And every day, in the Temple and privately,
they went on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was increasing,

protests were made by the Greek Jews against the Hebrews, because their
widows were not taken care of in the distribution of food every day. 2And
the Apostles sent for all the disciples and said, It is not right for us to give up
preaching theword of God in order tomake distribution of food. 3Take then
from among you seven men of good name, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
to whom we may give control of this business. 4 Then we will give all our
time to prayer and the teaching of the word. 5And this saying was pleasing
to all of them: and they made selection of Stephen, a man full of faith and
of the Holy Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor and Timon and
Parmenas and Nicolas of Antioch, who had become a Jew: 6These they took
to theApostles,who, after prayer, put their hands on them. 7And thewordof
God was increasing in power; and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem
became very great, and a great number of priests were in agreement with
the faith. 8AndStephen, full of graceandpower, did greatwonders and signs
among the people. 9 But some of those who were of the Synagogue named
that of the Libertines, and some of the men of Cyrene and of Alexandria
and those from Cilicia and Asia, had arguments with Stephen. 10 But they
were not able to get the better of him, for his words were full of wisdom
and of the Spirit. 11Then they got men to say, He has said evil against Moses
and against God, in our hearing. 12And the people, with the rulers and the
scribes, were moved against him, and they came and took him before the
Sanhedrin, 13 And they got false witnesses who said, This man is for ever
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saying things against this holy place and against the law: 14 For he has said
in our hearing that this Jesus of Nazareth will put this place to destruction
and make changes in the rules which were handed down to us by Moses.
15And all thosewhowere in the Sanhedrin, looking at him, saw that his face
was like the face of an angel.

7
1 Then the high priest said, Are these things true? 2 And he said, My

brothers and fathers, give hearing. The God of glory came to our father
Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he was living in Haran,
3 And said to him, Go out of your land, and away from your family, and
come into the land to which I will be your guide. 4 Then he came out of
the land of the Chaldaeans, and went into Haran; and from there, when his
father was dead, he was guided by God into this land, where you are living
now: 5And God gave him no heritage in it, not even enough to put his foot
on: but he gave him an undertaking that he would give it to him and to his
children after him, though he had no child at that time. 6And God said that
his seed would be living in a strange land, and that they would make them
servants, and be cruel to them for four hundred years. 7 And I will be the
judge, said God, of that nation which made them servants: and after that,
they will come out and give me worship in this place. 8And he made with
him the agreement of which circumcision was the sign. And so Abraham
had a son, Isaac, and gave him circumcision on the eighth day; and Isaac
had a son, Jacob, and Jacobwas the father of the twelve heads of the families
of Israel. 9And the brothers, moved with envy against Joseph, gave him to
the Egyptians formoney: but Godwaswith him, 10Andmade him free from
all his troubles, and gave him wisdom and the approval of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and all his house. 11 Now there
was no food to be had in all Egypt and Canaan, and there was great trouble:
and our fathers were not able to get food. 12 But Jacob, hearing that there
was grain in Egypt, sent out our fathers the first time. 13 And the second
time his brothers had a meeting with Joseph, and Pharaoh had knowledge
of Joseph's family. 14Then Joseph sent for Jacob his father and all his family,
seventy-five persons. 15 And Jacob went down to Egypt, and came to his
end there, and so did our fathers; 16And they were taken over to Shechem,
and put to rest in the place which Abraham got for a price in silver from
the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 17 But when the time was near for putting
into effect the undertaking which God had given to Abraham, the people
were increasing in Egypt, 18 Till another king came to power, who had no
knowledgeof Joseph. 19He, having evil designs against ournation,was cruel
to our fathers, and they were forced to put out their young children, so that
theymightnot goon living. 20Atwhich timeMoses came tobirth, andhewas
verybeautiful; andhewaskept for threemonths inhis father'shouse: 21And
when hewas put out, Pharaoh's daughter took him and kept him as her son.
22 And Moses was trained in all the wisdom of Egypt, and was great in his
words and works. 23 But when he was almost forty years old, it came into
his heart to go and see his brothers, the children of Israel. 24And seeing one
of them being attacked, he went to his help and gave the Egyptian a death-
blow: 25 And he was hoping that his brothers would see that God had sent
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him to be their saviour; but they did not see. 26And the day after, he came to
them, while they were having a fight, and would havemade peace between
them, saying, Sirs, you are brothers; why do you do wrong to one another?
27 But the man who was doing wrong to his neighbour, pushing him away,
said,Whomade you a ruler and a judge over us? 28Will you putme to death
as you did the Egyptian yesterday? 29 And at these words, Moses went in
flight to the land of Midian, and was living there for a time, and had two
sons. 30At the end of forty years, an angel came to him in the waste land of
Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn-tree. 31And Moses, seeing it, was full
of wonder, andwhen he came up to have a nearer view of it, the voice of the
Lordcame tohim, saying, 32 I amtheGodofyour fathers, theGodofAbraham
and of Isaac and of Jacob. And Moses, shaking with fear, kept his eyes from
looking at it. 33And the Lord said, Take off the shoes from your feet, for the
placewhere you are is holy. 34Truly, I have seen the sorrows ofmy people in
Egypt, and their cries have come tomy ears, and I have come down tomake
them free: and now, come, I will send you to Egypt. 35 This Moses, whom
they would not have, saying, Who made you a ruler and a judge? him God
sent to be a ruler and a saviour, by the hand of the angel whomhe saw in the
thorn-tree. 36 This man took them out, having done wonders and signs in
Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the waste land, for forty years. 37This is the
same Moses, who said to the children of Israel, God will give you a prophet
fromamongyourbrothers, likeme. 38This is themanwhowas in the church
in the waste land with the angel who was talking to him in Sinai, and with
our fathers; and to himwere given the living words of God, so that hemight
give them to you. 39By whom our fathers would not be controlled; but they
put him on one side, turning back in their hearts to Egypt, 40And saying to
Aaron,Makeus gods to go before us: as for thisMoses, who tookus out of the
land of Egypt, we have no idea what has become of him. 41And they made
the image of a young ox in those days, andmade anoffering to it, andhad joy
in the work of their hands. 42 But God was turned from them and let them
giveworship to the stars of heaven, as it says in the book of the prophets, Did
youmakeofferings tomeof sheepandoxen for forty years in thewaste land,
O house of Israel? 43And you took up the tent of Moloch and the star of the
godRephan, imageswhich youmade to giveworship to them: and Iwill take
you away, farther thanBabylon. 44Our fathers had the Tent ofwitness in the
waste land, as God gave orders toMoses tomake it after the designwhich he
had seen. 45Which our fathers, in their turn, took with them when, with
Joshua, they came into the heritage of the nations whom God was driving
out before the face of our fathers, till the time of David, 46Whowas pleasing
to God; and he had a desire to make a holy tent for the God of Jacob. 47But
Solomon was the builder of his house. 48But still, the Most High has not his
resting-place in houses made with hands, as the prophet says, 49Heaven is
the seat of my power, and earth is a resting-place for my feet: what sort of
housewill youmake forme, says the Lord, orwhat ismyplace of rest? 50Did
notmy handmake all these things? 51Youwhose hearts are hard andwhose
ears are shut to me; you are ever working against the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets was not cruelly attacked by
your fathers? and they put to death those who gave them the news of the
coming of the Upright One; whom you have now given up and put to death;
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53You, towhom the lawwas given as itwas ordered by angels, andwhohave
not kept it. 54Hearing these things, they were cut to the heart and moved
with wrath against him. 55But he was full of the Holy Spirit, and looking up
to heaven, he saw the glory of God and Jesus at the right hand of God. 56And
he said, Now I see heaven open, and the Son ofman at the right hand of God.
57Butwith loud cries, and stopping their ears, theymadeanattackonhimall
together, 58Driving him out of the town and stoning him: and the witnesses
put their clothing at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And Stephen,
while he was being stoned, made prayer to God, saying, Lord Jesus, take my
spirit. 60And going down on his knees, he said in a loud voice, Lord, do not
make them responsible for this sin. And when he had said this, he went to
his rest.

8
1AndSaul gaveapproval tohisdeath. Nowat that timeaviolentattackwas

started against the church in Jerusalem; and all but the Apostles went away
into all parts of Judaea and Samaria. 2And God-fearing men put Stephen's
body in its last resting-place,making greatweeping over him. 3But Saulwas
burning with hate against the church, going into every house and taking
men and women and putting them in prison. 4 But those who had gone
in flight went everywhere preaching the word. 5 And Philip went down
to Samaria and was teaching them about Christ. 6 And all the people gave
attention to the words which Philip said, when they saw the signs which
he did. 7 For unclean spirits came out from those who had them, crying
with a loud voice; and a number of those who were ill and broken in body
were made well. 8 And there was much joy in that town. 9 But there was
a certain man named Simon, who in the past had been a wonder-worker
and a cause of surprise to the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was
a great man: 10 To whom they all gave attention, from the smallest to the
greatest, saying, Thisman is that power of Godwhich is namedGreat. 11And
they gave attention to him, because for a long time his wonder-working
powers had kept them under his control. 12 But when they had faith in the
good news given by Philip about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, a number of men and women had baptism. 13 And Simon himself
had faith and, having had baptism, hewentwith Philip and, seeing the signs
and the great wonders which he did, he was full of surprise. 14Now when
the Apostles at Jerusalem had news that the people of Samaria had taken
the word of God into their hearts, they sent to them Peter and John; 15Who,
when they came there, made prayer for them, that the Holy Spirit might be
given to them: 16 For up to that time he had not come on any of them; only
baptism had been given to them in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then they
put their hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came on them. 18Now when
Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was given through the touch of the Apostles'
hands, hemade them an offering ofmoney, saying, 19Giveme this power, so
that when I put my hands on anyone hemay get the Holy Spirit. 20But Peter
said, May your money come to destruction with you, because you had the
idea that what is freely given by God may be got for a price. 21 You have no
part in this business, because your heart is not right before God. 22Let your
heart be changed, and make prayer to God that you may have forgiveness
for your evil thoughts. 23 For I see that you are prisoned in bitter envy and
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the chains of sin. 24And Simon, answering, said, Make prayer for me to the
Lord, so that these things which you have said may not come on me. 25 So
they, having given their witness and made clear the word of the Lord, went
back to Jerusalem, giving the good news on their way in a number of the
small towns of Samaria. 26 But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, Get up,
and go to the south, to the roadwhich goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, through
the waste land. 27And he went and there was a man of Ethiopia, a servant
of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, and controller of
all her property, whohad comeup to Jerusalem forworship; 28Hewas going
back, seated in his carriage, andwas reading the book of the prophet Isaiah.
29And the Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and get on his carriage. 30AndPhilip,
running up to him, saw that he was reading Isaiah the prophet, and said to
him, Is the sense of what you are reading clear to you? 31And he said, How
is that possiblewhen I have no guide? And hemade Philip get up by his side.
32Now the place in the book where he was reading was this: He was taken,
like a sheep, to be put to death; and as a lamb is quiet when its wool is being
cut, so he made no sound: 33 Being of low degree, his cause was not given
a hearing: who has knowledge of his family? for his life is cut off from the
earth. 34And the Ethiopian said to Philip, About whom are these words said
by the prophet? about himself, or some other? 35 So Philip, starting from
this writing, gave him the good news about Jesus. 36 And while they were
going on their way, they came to some water, and the Ethiopian said, See,
here is water; why may I not have baptism? 37 [] 38And he gave orders for
the carriage to be stopped, and the two of them went down into the water,
and Philip gave himbaptism. 39Andwhen they cameupout of thewater, the
Spirit of the Lord took Philip away; and the Ethiopian saw him nomore, for
hewent onhisway full of joy. 40But Philip came toAzotus, andwent through
all the towns, preaching the good news, till he came to Caesarea.

9
1But Saul, still burningwith desire to put to death thedisciples of theLord,

went to the high priest, 2 And made a request for letters from him to the
Synagogues of Damascus, so that if there were any of the Way there, men
or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 And while he
was journeying, he came near Damascus; and suddenly he saw a light from
heaven shining round him; 4 And he went down on the earth, and a voice
said to him, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? 5And he said,
Who are you, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whom you are attacking: 6But
getup, andgo into the town, and itwill bemadeclear toyouwhatyouhave to
do. 7And themenwhowerewithhimwerenot able to say anything; hearing
the voice, but seeing no one. 8 And Saul got up from the earth, and when
his eyes were open, he saw nothing; and he was guided by the hand into
Damascus. 9And for three dayshewasnot able to see, andhe tookno foodor
drink. 10Now therewas a certain disciple at Damascus, namedAnanias; and
theLord said tohim inavision, Ananias! andhe said,Here I am, Lord. 11And
the Lord said to him, Get up, and go to the street which is named Straight,
andmake search at the house of Judas for one named Saul of Tarsus: for he
is at prayer; 12Andhe has seen amannamedAnanias coming in and putting
his hands on him, so that he may be able to see. 13But Ananias said, Lord, I
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have had accounts of this man from a number of people, howmuch evil he
has done to your saints at Jerusalem: 14And here he has authority from the
chief priests to make prisoners all who give worship to your name. 15 But
the Lord said, Gowithout fear: for he is a special vessel forme, to give to the
Gentiles and kings and to the children of Israel the knowledge of my name:
16For I will make clear to himwhat troubles hewill have to undergo forme.
17 And Ananias went out and came to the house, and putting his hands on
him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw when you were on
your journey, has sent me, so that you may be able to see, and be full of the
Holy Spirit. 18 And straight away it seemed as if a veil was taken from his
eyes, andhewas able to see; andhe got up, andhadbaptism; 19Andwhenhe
had taken food his strength came back. And for some days he kept with the
discipleswhowere inDamascus. 20And straight away, in the Synagogues, he
was preaching Jesus as the Son ofGod. 21Andall those hearing himwere full
of wonder and said, Is not this the man who in Jerusalem was attacking all
the worshippers of this name? and he had come here so that he might take
them as prisoners before the chief priests. 22 But Saul went on increasing
in power, and the Jews in Damascus were not able to give answers to the
arguments bywhich hemade it clear that Jesuswas the Christ. 23Then, after
some days, the Jewsmade an agreement together to put him to death: 24But
Saul gotknowledgeof theirdesign. And theykeptwatchdayandnighton the
roads out of the town, so that theymight put him todeath: 25But his disciples
took him by night and let him down from the wall in a basket. 26And when
he came to Jerusalem, he made an attempt to be joined to the disciples, but
they were all in fear of him, not taking him for a disciple. 27 But Barnabas
took him to the Apostles and gave them an account of how he had seen the
Lord on the road, and had given hearing to hiswords, and how at Damascus
he had been preaching in the name of Jesus without fear. 28 And he was
with them, going in and out at Jerusalem, 29 Preaching in the name of the
Lord without fear; and he had discussions with the Greek Jews; but they
were working for his death. 30 And when the brothers had knowledge of
it, they took him to Caesarea and sent him to Tarsus. 31 And so the church
throughall JudaeaandGalilee andSamariahadpeace andwasmade strong;
and, living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, was
increased greatly. 32And it came about that while Peter was going through
all parts of the countryhecame to the saintswhowere livingatLydda. 33And
therewas a certainman there, namedAeneas, who for eight years had been
in bed, without power of moving. 34 And Peter said to him, Aeneas, Jesus
Christ makes you well: get up andmake your bed. And straight away he got
up. 35And all those living in Lydda and Sharon saw him, and were turned
to the Lord. 36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha,
that is, Dorcas: this woman was given to good works and acts of mercy at
all times. 37 And it came about, in those days, that she got ill and came to
her death: and when she had been washed, they put her in a room which
was high up. 38 And because Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having
knowledge that Peter was there, sent two men to him, requesting him to
come to them straight away. 39And Peterwentwith them. Andwhen he had
come, they took him into the room: and all the widowswere there, weeping
andputting before him the coats and clothingwhichDorcas hadmadewhile
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shewaswith them. 40But Petermade themall go outside, andwent downon
his knees in prayer; and turning to the body, he said, Tabitha, get up. And,
opening her eyes, she saw Peter and got up. 41And he took her hand, lifting
her up; and, sending for the saints and widows, he gave her to them, living.
42Andnewsof itwent all through Joppa, andanumber of people had faith in
the Lord. 43And he was living in Joppa for some timewith Simon, a leather-
worker.

10
1Now there was a certain man in Caesarea, named Cornelius, the captain

of the Italian band of the army; 2A serious-minded man, fearing God with
all his family; he gave much money to the poor, and made prayer to God at
all times. 3He saw in a vision, clearly, at about the ninth hour of the day,
an angel of the Lord coming to him and saying to him, Cornelius! 4 And
he, looking on him in fear, said, What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Your
prayers and your offerings have come up to God, and he has kept them in
mind. 5Now send men to Joppa, and get one Simon, named Peter, 6Who is
living with Simon, a leather-worker, whose house is by the sea. 7And when
the angel who said these words to him had gone away, he sent for two of
his house-servants, and a God-fearing man of the army, one of those who
were waiting on him at all times; 8 And having given them an account of
everything, he sent them to Joppa. 9 Now the day after, when they were
on their journey and were near the town, Peter went up to the top of the
house for prayer, about the sixth hour: 10 And he was in need of food: but
while they were getting it ready, a deep sleep came on him; 11 And he saw
the heavens opening, and a vessel coming down, like a great cloth let down
on the earth, 12 In which were all sorts of beasts and birds. 13 And a voice
came to him, saying, Come, Peter; take them for food. 14But Peter said, No,
Lord; for I have never taken food which is common or unclean. 15And the
voice came tohima second time,WhatGodhasmade clean, donot youmake
common. 16And this was done three times: and then the vessel was taken
back into heaven. 17Nowwhile Peter was in doubt as to the purpose of this
vision, themenwhowere sent byCornelius, havingmade search for Simon's
house, came to the door, 18 To see if Simon, named Peter, was living there.
19And, while Peter was turning the vision over in his mind, the Spirit said
to him, See, three men are looking for you. 20 Go down, then, and go with
them, doubting nothing, for I have sent them. 21And Peterwent down to the
men, and said, I am themanyouare looking for: whyhave you come? 22And
they said, Cornelius, a captain, an upright and God-fearing man, respected
by all the nation of the Jews, hadword fromGod by an angel to send for you
to his house, and to give hearing to your words. 23 So he took them in for
the night. And the day after, he went with them, taking some of the brothers
from Joppa with him. 24And the day after that, they came to Caesarea. And
Cornelius was waiting for them, having got together his relations and his
near friends. 25Andwhen Peter came in, Cornelius came to him and, falling
down at his feet, gave himworship. 26But Peter, lifting him up, said, Get up,
for I am a man as you are. 27And saying these words, he went in, and saw
that a great number of people had come together; 28 And he said to them,
You yourselves have knowledge that it is against the law for a man who is a
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Jew to be in the company of onewho is of another nation; but God hasmade
it clear to me that no man may be named common or unclean: 29 And so
I came without question, when I was sent for. What then is your purpose
in sending for me? 30And Cornelius said, Four days from now I was in my
house in prayer at the ninth hour; and I saw before me a man in shining
clothing, 31Who said, Cornelius, your prayer has come to the ears of God,
and your offerings are kept in his memory. 32 Send, then, to Joppa, and get
Simon, named Peter, to come to you; he is living in the house of Simon, a
leather-worker, by the sea. 33 So, straight away, I sent for you; and you have
done well to come. And now, we are all present before God, ready to give
attention to all the things which the Lord has given you to say. 34Then Peter
said, Truly, I see clearly that God is no respecter of persons: 35But in every
nation, the man who has fear of him and does righteousness is pleasing to
him. 36 The word which he sent to the children of Israel, giving the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ (who is Lord of all) — 37 That word you
yourselves have knowledge of, which was made public through all Judaea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism of which John was the preacher,
38About Jesus ofNazareth, howGod gave theHoly Spirit to him,with power:
and how he went about doing good andmaking well all who were troubled
by evil spirits, forGodwaswithhim. 39Andwearewitnesses of all the things
which he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem; whom they put
to death, hanging him on a tree. 40On the third day God gave him back to
life, and let him be seen, 41Not by all the people, but by witnesses marked
out before by God, even by us, who took food and drink with him after he
came back from the dead. 42 And he gave us orders to give news of this to
the people, and to give public witness that this is he whom God has made
judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets givewitness, that
through his name everyone who has faith in him will have forgiveness of
sins. 44While Peterwas saying thesewords, theHoly Spirit cameon all those
whowere hearing theword. 45And the Jews of the faith, whohad comewith
Peter, were full of wonder, because the Holy Spirit was given to the Gentiles,
46And theywere talking in tongues, andgiving glory toGod. ThenPeter said,
47Will any man say that these may not have baptism who have been given
the Holy Spirit as we have? 48And he gave orders for them to have baptism
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they kept himwith them for some days.

11
1 Now the Apostles and the brothers who were in Judaea had news that

the word of God had been given to the Gentiles. 2And when Peter came to
Jerusalem, those who kept the rule of circumcision had an argument with
him, 3 Saying, You went to men without circumcision, and took food with
them. 4But Peter gave them an account of it all in order, saying to them, 5 I
was in the town of Joppa, at prayer: and falling into a deep sleep, I saw in
a vision a vessel like a great cloth let down from heaven, and it came down
to me: 6 And looking on it with attention I saw in it all sorts of beasts and
birds. 7And a voice came tomy ears saying, Come, Peter; take them for food.
8But I said, No, Lord; for nothing commonor unclean has ever come intomy
mouth. 9But the voice, coming a second time from heaven, said, What God
hasmade clean, donot youmake common. 10And thiswas done three times,
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and they were all taken up again into heaven. 11And at that minute, three
men, sent fromCaesarea, came to thehousewherewewere. 12And theSpirit
gave me orders to go with them, doubting nothing. And these six brothers
came with me; and we went into that man's house: 13 And he gave us an
account of how he had seen the angel in his house, saying, Send to Joppa,
and get Simon, named Peter, to come to you; 14Who will say words to you
through which you and all your family may get salvation. 15 And, while I
was talking to them, the Holy Spirit came on them, as on us at first. 16And
the words of the Lord came intomymind, how he said, The baptism of John
was with water, but you will have baptism with the Holy Spirit. 17 If then
God gave them, when they had faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the same as he
gave to us, who was I to go against God? 18 And hearing these things they
said nothing more, but gave glory to God, saying, Then to the Gentiles as to
us has God given a change of heart, so that theymay have life. 19Then those
who had gone away at the time of the trouble about Stephen, went as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus, preaching to the Jews only. 20But some of them,men
of Cyprus andCyrene,when they came toAntioch, gave the goodnewsabout
the Lord Jesus to the Greeks. 21And the power of the Lord was with them,
and a great number had faith and were turned to the Lord. 22And news of
them came to the ears of the church at Jerusalem: and they sent Barnabas
as far as Antioch: 23Who,when he came and saw the grace of God, was glad;
and he made clear to them the need of keeping near the Lord with all the
strength of their hearts: 24For he was a goodman and full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith: and a great number were joined to the Lord. 25 Then he went
on to Tarsus, looking for Saul; 26Andwhen he had come across him, he took
him toAntioch. And theywerewith the church there for a year, teaching the
people; and the disciples were first given the name of Christians in Antioch.
27Now in those days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28And one
of them, named Agabus, said publicly through the Spirit that there would
be serious need of food all over the earth: which came about in the time of
Claudius. 29And the disciples, everyone as he was able, made a decision to
send help to the brothers living in Judaea: 30Which they did, sending it to
the rulers of the church by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1 Now, about that time, Herod the king made cruel attacks on the Chris-

tians. 2Andhe put James, the brother of John, to deathwith the sword. 3And
when he saw that this was pleasing to the Jews he went on to take Peter in
addition. Thiswas at the time of the feast of unleavenedbread. 4Andhaving
takenhim,heputhiminprison,with fourbandsofarmedmentokeepwatch
over him; his purpose being to take him out to the people after the Passover.
5 So Peter was kept in prison: but the church made strong prayer to God for
him. 6 And when Herod was about to take him out, the same night Peter
was sleeping in chains between two armed men, and the watchmen were
keeping watch before the door of the prison. 7 And a great light was seen
shining in the room, and an angel of the Lord came to Peter and, touching
him on his side so that he came out of his sleep, said, Get up quickly. And
his chains came off his hands. 8 Then the angel said, Put on your shoes and
get ready to go. And he did so. And he said, Put your coat round you and
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come with me. 9And he went out after him; and he was not certain if what
was done by the angel was a fact, for it seemed to him that he was seeing
a vision. 10 And when they had gone past the first and second watchmen
they came to the iron door into the town, which came open by itself: and
they went out and down one street; and then the angel went away. 11 And
when Peter came to his senses he said, Now, truly, I am certain that the Lord
has sent his angel and taken me out of the hands of Herod, against all the
hopes of the Jews. 12And when he became clear about this, he went to the
house of Mary, the mother of John named Mark, where a number of them
had come together for prayer. 13 And he gave a blow on the door, and a
young girl came to it, named Rhoda. 14 And hearing the voice of Peter, in
her joy she went running, without opening the door, to say that Peter was
outside. 15 And they said to her, You are off your head. But still she said,
with decision, that it was so. And they said, It is his angel. 16But Peter went
on giving blows on the door: and when it was open and they saw him, they
were full of wonder. 17But hemade a sign to themwith his hand to be quiet,
and gave theman account of how the Lord had taken himout of prison. And
he said, Give the news to James and the brothers. And then he went away.
18Now when it was day, the armed men were greatly troubled about what
had become of Peter. 19 And Herod, when he sent for him, and he was not
there, after questioning thewatchmen, gave orders that theywere to be put
to death. Then he went down from Judaea to Caesarea for a time. 20Now he
was very angrywith the people of Tyre and Sidon: and they came to him, all
together, and having made friends with Blastus, the controller of the king's
house, theymade a request for peace, because their countrywas dependent
on the king's country for its food. 21And on the day which had been fixed,
Herod, dressed in his robes and seated in his place, made a public statement
to them. 22And the people, with loud cries, said, It is the voice of a god, not
of a man. 23And straight away the angel of the Lord sent a disease on him,
because he did not give the glory to God: and his flesh was wasted away
by worms, and so he came to his end. 24 But the word of the Lord went on
increasing. 25AndBarnabasandSaul cameback fromJerusalem,when their
work was ended, taking with them John namedMark.

13
1Now there were at Antioch, in the church there, prophets and teachers,

Barnabas, and Symeon who was named Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and
Manaen, a relation of Herod the king, and Saul. 2Andwhile theywere doing
the Lord's work, and going without food, the Holy Spirit said, Let Barnabas
and Saul be given to me for the special work for which they have been
markedout byme. 3Then, after prayer andgoingwithout food theyput their
hands on them, and sent them away. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit,
they went down to Seleucia; and from there they went by ship to Cyprus.
5 And at Salamis they were preaching the word of God in the Synagogues
of the Jews: and John was with them, helping them. 6 And when they had
gone through all the island to Paphos, they came across a certain wonder-
worker and false prophet, a Jewwhose namewas Bar-Jesus; 7Whowaswith
the ruler, Sergius Paulus, an ableman. Thisman sent for Barnabas and Saul,
desiring to have knowledge of the word of God. 8 But Elymas, the wonder-
worker (for that is the sense of his name), put himself against them, with
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the purpose of turning the ruler from the faith. 9 But Saul, whose other
name is Paul, being full of the Holy Spirit, looking hard at him, said, 10 O
you, who are full of false tricks and evil ways, a son of the Evil One, hating
all righteousness, will you for ever be turning people from the right ways
of the Lord? 11 And now, see, the hand of the Lord is on you, and you will
be blind and not able to see the sun for a time. And straight away a dark
mist came down on him; and he went about looking for a guide. 12 Then
the ruler, when he saw what was done, had faith, being full of wonder at
the teaching of the Lord. 13 Then Paul and those who were with him went
by ship from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia: and there John went
away from them and came back to Jerusalem. 14 But they, going through
from Perga, came to Antioch in Pisidia; and they went into the Synagogue
on the Sabbath and were seated. 15And after the reading of the law and the
prophets, the rulers of the Synagogue sent to them, saying, Brothers, if you
have a word of comfort for the people, say on. 16And Paul, getting up and
makingasignwithhishand, said,Menof Israel, andyouwhohave the fearof
God, give ear. 17The God of this people Israel made selection of our fathers,
lifting the people up from their low condition when they were living in the
land of Egypt, and with a strong arm took them out of it. 18 And for about
forty years he put up with their ways in the waste land. 19And having put
to destruction seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them the land
for their heritage for about four hundred and fifty years. 20And after these
things he gave them judges, till the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then at
their request for a king, God gave them Saul, the son of Kish, a man of the
family of Benjamin, who was their king for forty years. 22 And having put
himonone side, hemadeDavid their king, towhomhe gavewitness, saying,
I have taken David, the son of Jesse, a man dear to my heart, who will do
all my pleasure. 23 From this man's seed has God given to Israel a Saviour,
even Jesus, as he gave his word; 24 For whose coming John made ready the
way by preaching to all the people of Israel the baptism which goes with a
change of heart. 25And when John was completing his work, he said, What
do I seem to you to be? I am not he; but one is coming afterme, whose shoes
I am not good enough to undo. 26 My brothers, children of the family of
Abraham, and those among you who have the fear of God, to us the word
of this salvation is sent. 27For themen of Jerusalem and their rulers, having
no knowledge of him, or of the sayings of the prophets which come to their
ears every Sabbathday, gave effect to themby judginghim. 28And thoughno
cause of death was seen in him, they made a request to Pilate that he might
beput to death. 29Andwhen theyhaddone all the things said in theWritings
about him, they took himdown from the tree, and put him in the place of the
dead. 30But God gave him back from the dead: 31And for a number of days
he was seen by those who came with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who
are now his witnesses before the people. 32And we are giving you the good
news of the undertakingmade to the fathers, 33Which God has nowput into
effect for our children, by sending Jesus; as it says in the second Psalm, You
are my Son; this day I have given you being. 34And about his coming back
from the dead, never again to go to destruction, he has said these words, I
will give you the holy and certain mercies of David. 35 Because he says in
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another Psalm, Youwill not let yourHolyOne see destruction. 36NowDavid,
having done God's work for his generation, went to sleep, and was put with
his fathers, and his body came to destruction: 37But he, whowas lifted up by
God, didnot seedestruction. 38Andso, let it be clear to you,mybrothers, that
through this man forgiveness of sins is offered to you: 39And through him
everyone who has faith is made free from all those things, from which the
law ofMoses was not able tomake you free. 40So take care that these words
of the prophets do not come true for you; 41See, you doubters, have wonder
and come to your end; for I will do a thing in your days to which you will
not give belief, even if it is made clear to you. 42 And when they went out,
they made a request that these words might be said to them again on the
Sabbath after. 43Now when the meeting was ended, a number of the Jews
and of the God-fearing Gentiles who had become Jews, went after Paul and
Barnabas: whoput before themhow important itwas to keepon in the grace
ofGod. 44Andon the Sabbath after, almost all the town came together to give
hearing to thewordofGod. 45Butwhen the Jews saw such a great number of
people, they were full of envy and said evil words against Paul's preaching.
46Then Paul and Barnabas without fear said, It was necessary for the word
of God to be given to you first; but because you will have nothing to do with
it, and have no desire for eternal life, it will now be offered to the Gentiles.
47 For so the Lord has given us orders, saying, I have given you for a light to
the Gentiles so that youmay be for salvation to the ends of the earth. 48And
the Gentiles, hearing this, were glad and gave glory to the word of God: and
those marked out by God for eternal life had faith. 49 And the word of the
Lord went through all the country. 50But the Jews, working up the feelings
of the God-fearingwomen of high position and of the chiefmen of the town,
got an attack started against Paul and Barnabas, driving them out of those
parts. 51But they, shaking off the dust of that place from their feet, came to
Iconium. 52And the disciples were full of joy and of the Holy Spirit.

14
1Nowin Iconiumtheywent together to theSynagogueof the Jewsandgave

such teaching that a great number of Jews and Greeks had faith. 2But those
Jews who had not the faith, made the minds of the Gentiles bitter against
the brothers. 3 So they kept there for a long time, taking heart in the Lord,
who gave witness to the word of his grace by causing signs and wonders
to be done by their hands. 4 But there was a division among the people of
the town; some were on the side of the Jews and some on the side of the
Apostles. 5 And when a violent attempt was made by the Gentiles and the
Jews, with their rulers, to make an attack on them and have them stoned,
6Having got news of it, they went in flight to the towns of Lycaonia, Lystra,
and Derbe, and the country round about: 7Andwent on preaching the good
news there. 8 And at Lystra there was a certain man, who from birth had
been without the use of his feet, never having had the power of walking.
9Thismanwas giving ear to the preaching of Paul, who, looking at him, and
seeing thathehad faith tobemadewell, 10Said ina loudvoice,Getuponyour
feet. And, jumping up, he went walking about. 11And when the people saw
what Paul had done, they said in a loud voice, in the language of Lycaonia,
The gods have come down to us in the form of men. 12 And they gave the
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name of Jupiter to Barnabas, and to Paul that of Mercury, because he was
the chief talker. 13And the priest of the image of Jupiter, which was before
the town, took oxen and flowers to the doors of the town, and was about
to make an offering with the people. 14 But when this came to the ears of
the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas, they went running out among the people,
parting their clothing, and crying out, 15 Good people, why are you doing
these things? We are men with the same feelings as you, and we give you
the good news so that you may be turned away from these foolish things to
the livingGod,whomade theheavenand the earth and the sea andall things
in them: 16Who in the past let all nations go in thewayswhich seemed good
to them. 17 But he was not without witness, because he did good, and gave
you rain fromheaven and times of fruit, making your hearts full of food and
joy. 18And even with these words, it was hard for them to keep the people
frommaking an offering to them. 19But some Jews came to that place from
Antioch and Iconium, and got control over the people; and after stoning
Paul, they had him pulled out of the town, taking him for dead. 20But when
the disciples came roundhim, he got up andwent into the town: and the day
after he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. 21And having made a number
of disciples through the preaching of the good news in that town, they went
back to Lystra and Iconium and Antioch, 22Making strong the souls of the
disciples, saying to them that they were to keep the faith, and that we have
to go through troubles of all sorts to come into the kingdom of God. 23And
when they hadmade selection of some to be rulers in every church, and had
given themselves to prayer and kept themselves from food, they put them
into the care of the Lord in whom they had faith. 24And they went through
Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25And, after preaching the word in Perga,
they went down to Attalia; 26And from there they went by ship to Antioch,
where they had been handed over to the grace of God for the work which
they had not done. 27 And when they came there, and had got the church
together, they gave them an account of all the things which God had done
through them, and how he had made open a door of faith to the Gentiles.
28And they were with the disciples there for a long time.

15
1NowcertainmencamedownfromJudaea, teaching thebrothersandsay-

ing that without circumcision, after the rule of Moses, there is no salvation.
2 And after Paul and Barnabas had had no little argument and discussion
with them, the brothers made a decision to send Paul and Barnabas and
certain others of them to the Apostles and the rulers of the church at
Jerusalem about this question. 3 So they, being sent on their way by the
church, went through Phoenicia and Samaria, giving news of the salvation
of the Gentiles, to the great joy of all the brothers. 4 And when they came
to Jerusalem, they had a meeting with the church and the Apostles and
the rulers, and they gave an account of all the things which God had done
through them. 5But some of the Pharisees, whowere of the faith, got up and
said, It is necessary for these to have circumcision and to keep the law of
Moses. 6 And the Apostles and the rulers of the church came together and
gave thought to the question. 7And when there had been much discussion,
Peter got up and said to them, My brothers, you have knowledge that some
time back it was God's pleasure that by my mouth the good news might be
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given to the Gentiles so that they might have faith. 8And God, the searcher
of hearts, was a witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit even as he did
to us; 9 Making no division between them and us, but making clean their
hearts by faith. 10Why thenare you testingGod, byputting on theneckof the
disciples a yoke so hard that not even our fathers or wewere strong enough
for it? 11 But we have faith that we will get salvation through the grace of
the Lord Jesus in the same way as they. 12 And all the people were quiet
while Barnabas and Paul gave an account of the signs and wonders which
God had done among the Gentiles by them. 13 And when they had come
to an end, James, answering, said, My brothers, give ear to me: 14 Symeon
has given an account of how God was first pleased to take from among the
Gentiles a people for himself. 15 And this is in agreement with the words
of the prophets, as it is said, 16After these things I will come back, and will
put up the tent of David which has been broken down, building up again
its broken parts and making it complete: 17 So that the rest of men may
make search for the Lord, and all the Gentiles on whommy name is named,
18 Says the Lord, who has made these things clear from the earliest times.
19 For this reason my decision is, that we do not put trouble in the way of
those who from among the Gentiles are turned to God; 20 But that we give
them orders to keep themselves from things offered to false gods, and from
the evil desires of the body, and from the flesh of animals put to death in
ways against the law, and from blood. 21 For Moses, from times long past,
has his preachers in every town, reading his law in the Synagogues every
Sabbath. 22 Then it seemed good to the Apostles and the rulers and all the
church, to send men from among them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas;
Judas, named Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the brothers: 23 And
they sent a letter by them, saying, The Apostles and the older brothers, to
the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, may
joy be with you: 24 Because we have knowledge that some who went from
us have been troubling you with their words, putting your souls in doubt;
to whomwe gave no such order; 25 It seemed good to us, having come to an
agreement together, to send thesemen to you, with ourwell loved Barnabas
and Paul, 26 Men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 27And so we have sent Judas and Silas, who will say the same
things toyou themselves, bywordofmouth. 28For it seemedgood to theHoly
Spirit and to us, to put on you nothing more than these necessary things;
29To keep from things offered to false gods, and fromblood, and from things
put to death in ways which are against the law, and from the evil desires
of the body; if you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. May you
be happy. 30 So they, being sent away, came down to Antioch, and having
got the people together, they gave them the letter. 31 And after reading it,
they were glad of its comfort. 32And Judas and Silas, who themselves were
prophets, gave teaching to the brothers and made them strong in the faith.
33Andwhen theyhadbeen there for some time, theywere sent back inpeace
by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 [] 35 But Paul and Barnabas
kept on in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of God, with a number
of others. 36And after some days, Paul said to Barnabas, Let us go back and
see thebrothers inevery townwherewehavegiven thewordofGod, andsee
how they are. 37And Barnabas had a desire to take with them John, named
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Mark. 38But Paul was of the opinion that it was not right to take with them
onewho had gone away from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone onwith
the work. 39 And there was a sharp argument between them, so that they
were parted from one another, and Barnabas tookMarkwith him andwent
by ship to Cyprus; 40But Paul took Silas and went away with the blessing of
the brothers. 41And hewent through Syria and Cilicia, making the churches
stronger in the faith.

16
1And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and there was a certain disciple there

named Timothy, whose mother was one of the Jews of the faith, but his
father was a Greek; 2 Of whom the brothers at Lystra and Iconium had a
high opinion. 3 Paul had a desire for him to go with him, and he gave him
circumcision because of the Jews who were in those parts: for they all had
knowledge that his father was a Greek. 4 And on their way through the
towns, they gave them the rules which had been made by the Apostles and
the rulers of the church at Jerusalem, so that they might keep them. 5 So the
churchesweremade strong in the faithandwere increased innumberevery
day. 6And after they had gone through the land of Phrygia and Galatia, the
Holy Spirit did not let them take the word into Asia; 7 And having come to
Mysia, they made an attempt to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did
not let them; 8And going past Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9And Paul
had a vision in the night; a man of Macedonia came, requesting him, and
saying, Come over into Macedonia and give us help. 10 And when he had
seen the vision, straight away we made the decision to go into Macedonia,
for it seemedcertain tous thatGodhad sentus to give the goodnews to them.
11 So, from Troas we went straight by ship to Samothrace and the day after
to Neapolis; 12And from there to Philippi, which is themost important town
ofMacedonia and aRoman colony: andwewere there for somedays. 13And
on the Sabbath we went outside the town, by the river, where we had an
idea that there would be a place of prayer; and, being seated, we had talk
with the women who had come together. 14 And a certain woman named
Lydia, a trader in purple cloth of the town of Thyatira, and a God-fearing
woman, gave ear to us: whose heart the Lordmade open to give attention to
the things which Paul was saying. 15And when she and her family had had
baptism, shemade a request to us, saying, If it seems to you that I am true to
the Lord, come into my house and be my guests. And she made us come.
16 And when we were going to the place of prayer, we came across a girl
with a spiritwhich gave knowledge of the future,whosemastersmade great
profit from her power. 17 She came after Paul and us, crying out and saying,
These men are the servants of the Most High God, who are giving you news
of thewayof salvation. 18And this shedid onanumber of days. But Paulwas
greatly troubled and, turning, said to the spirit, I give youorders in thename
of Jesus Christ, to come out of her. And it came out that very hour. 19 But
when hermasters saw that their hope of profitwas gone, they took Paul and
Silas, pulling them into themarket-place before the rulers; 20Andwhen they
had taken them before the authorities, they said, These men, who are Jews,
aregreatly troublingour town; 21Teaching rulesof livingwhich it isnot right
for us to have or to keep, being Romans. 22And the people made an attack
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on them all together: and the authorities took their clothing off them, and
gave orders for them to be whipped. 23 And when they had given them a
great number of blows, they put them in prison, giving orders to the keeper
of the prison to keep them safely: 24And he, having such orders, put them
into the inner prisonwith chains on their feet. 25But about themiddle of the
night, Paul and Silasweremaking prayers and songs toGod in thehearing of
the prisoners; 26And suddenly there was an earth-shock, so that the base of
the prison was moved: and all the doors came open, and everyone's chains
came off. 27And the keeper, coming out of his sleep, and seeing the prison
doors open, took his sword and was about to put himself to death, fearing
that the prisoners had got away. 28But Paul said in a loud voice, Do yourself
no damage, forwe are all here. 29And he sent for lights and came rushing in
and, shaking with fear, went down on his face before Paul and Silas, 30And
took them out and said, Sirs, what have I to do to get salvation? 31 And
they said, Have faith in the Lord Jesus, and you and your family will have
salvation. 32And theygave thewordof theLord tohimand toallwhowere in
his house. 33And that samehourof thenight, he took them, andwhenhehad
given attention to their wounds, he and all his family had baptism straight
away. 34And he took them into his house and gave them food, and he was
full of joy, having faith in God with all his family. 35But when it was day, the
authorities sent the police, saying, Let these men go. 36And the keeper said
to Paul, The authorities have given orders to let you go: come out now, and
go in peace. 37 But Paul said to them, They have given us who are Romans
a public whipping without judging us, and have put us in prison. Will they
now send us out secretly? no, truly, let them come themselves and take us
out. 38And the police gave an account of these words to the authorities, and
they were full of fear on hearing that they were Romans; 39Then they came
andmade prayers to them, requesting them,when they had taken themout,
to go away from the town. 40And they came out of the prison and went to
the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brothers they gave them
comfort and went away.

17
1Nowwhen they had gone through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came

to Thessalonica, where there was a Synagogue of the Jews: 2And Paul, as he
generally did, went in to them, and on three Sabbath days had discussions
with them from the holy Writings, 3 Saying to them clearly and openly that
Christ had to be put to death and come back to life again; and that this Jesus,
whom, he said, I am preaching to you, is the Christ. 4And some of them had
faith, and were joined to Paul and Silas; and a number of the God-fearing
Greeks, and some of the chief women. 5 But the Jews, being moved with
envy, took with them certain low persons from among the common people,
and getting together a great number of people, made an outcry in the town,
attacking the house of Jason with the purpose of taking them out to the
people. 6Andwhen theywerenot able to get them, they took Jasonand some
of the brothers by force before the rulers of the town, crying, These men,
who have made trouble all over the world have now come here; 7Whom
Jason has taken into his house: and they are acting against the orders of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus. 8And hearing these things
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the people and the rulers of the town were troubled. 9 And having made
Jason and the others give an undertaking to keep the peace, they let them
go. 10 And the brothers straight away sent Paul and Silas away by night
to Beroea: and they, when they came there, went to the Synagogue of the
Jews. 11Now these were more noble than the Jews of Thessalonica, for they
gave serious attention to theword, searching in the holyWritings every day,
to see if these things were so. 12 And a number of them had faith, and no
small number of the Greek women of high position and of the men. 13 But
when the Jews of Thessalonica had news that Paul was preaching the word
at Beroea, they came there, troubling the people andworking themup. 14So
the brothers sent Paul straight away to the sea: but Silas and Timothy kept
there still. 15 But those who went with Paul took him as far as Athens, and
then went away, with orders from him to Silas and Timothy to come to him
quickly. 16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was
troubled, for he saw all the town full of images of the gods. 17 So he had
discussions in the Synagogue with the Jews and God-fearing Gentiles, and
every day in the market-place with those who were there. 18 And some of
those who were supporters of the theories of the Epicureans and the Stoics,
had ameeting with him. And some said, What is this talker of foolish words
saying? And others, He seems to be a preacher of strange gods: because
he was preaching of Jesus and his coming back from the dead. 19And they
took him to Mars' Hill, saying, Will you make clear to us what is this new
teaching of yours? 20 For you seem to us to say strange things, and we have
a desire to get the sense of them. 21 (Now all the Athenians and the men
from other lands who come there were giving all their time to talking or
hearing of anything new.) 22And Paul got to his feet on Mars' Hill and said,
O men of Athens, I see that you are overmuch given to fear of the gods.
23Forwhen I came by, I was looking at the things towhich you giveworship,
and I saw an altar with this writing on it, TO THE GOD OF WHOM THERE
IS NO KNOWLEDGE. Now, what you, without knowledge, give worship to, I
make clear to you. 24 The God who made the earth and everything in it, he,
beingLordof heavenandearth, is not housed inbuildingsmadewithhands;
25 And he is not dependent on the work of men's hands, as if he had need
of anything, for he himself gives to all life and breath and all things; 26And
he has made of one blood all the nations of men living on all the face of the
earth, ordering their times and the limits of their lands, 27So that theymight
make search for God, in order, if possible, to get knowledge of him andmake
discovery of him, though he is not far from every one of us: 28For in himwe
have life and motion and existence; as certain of your verse writers have
said, For we are his offspring. 29 If then we are the offspring of God, it is not
right for us to have the idea that God is like gold or silver or stone, formed
by the art or design of man. 30 Those times when men had no knowledge
were overlooked by God; but now he gives orders to all men in every place
toundergoa changeof heart: 31Because adayhasbeenfixed inwhichall the
worldwill be judged in righteousness by themanwho has beenmarked out
by him for this work; of which he has given a sign to all men by giving him
back from the dead. 32Now on hearing about the coming back from death,
some of themmade sport of it, but others said, Let us go more fully into this
another time. 33And so Paul went away from among them. 34But somemen
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gave him their support: among whomwas Dionysius the Areopagite, and a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After these things, hewent away fromAthens, andcame toCorinth. 2And

there he came across a certain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus by birth,
who not long before had come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had given orders that all Jews were to go away from Rome: and
he came to them; 3 And because he was of the same trade, he was living
with them, and they did their work together; for by trade they were tent-
makers. 4And every Sabbath he had discussions in the Synagogue, turning
Jews andGreeks to the faith. 5AndwhenSilas andTimothy camedown from
Macedonia, Paulwas completely givenup to theword, preaching to the Jews
that the Christ was Jesus. 6And when they put themselves against him, and
said evil words, he said, shaking his clothing, Your blood be on your heads,
I am clean: from now I will go to the Gentiles. 7 And moving from there,
he went into the house of a man named Titus Justus, a God-fearing man,
whose house was very near the Synagogue. 8And Crispus, the ruler of the
Synagogue, with all his family, had faith in the Lord; and a great number of
the people of Corinth, hearing the word, had faith and were given baptism.
9And the Lord said to Paul in the night, in a vision, Have no fear and go on
preaching: 10For I amwith you, and no onewillmake an attack on you to do
you damage: for I have a number of people in this town. 11Andhewas there
for a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 12 But
when Gallio was ruler of Achaia, all the Jews together made an attack on
Paul, and took him to the judge's seat, 13 Saying, This man is teaching the
people to giveworship to God in awaywhich is against the law. 14But when
Paulwas about to say something, Gallio said to the Jews, If thiswas anything
to dowith wrongdoing or crime, there would be a reason forme to give you
a hearing: 15 But if it is a question of words or names or of your law, see to
it yourselves; I will not be a judge of such things. 16And he sent them away
from the judge's seat. 17And they all made an attack on Sosthenes, the ruler
of theSynagogue, andgavehimblowsbefore the judge's seat; butGallio gave
noattention to these things. 18AndPaul, afterwaiting somedays,went away
from the brothers andwent by ship to Syria, Priscilla and Aquila being with
him; and he had had his hair cut off in Cenchrea, for he had taken an oath.
19 And they came down to Ephesus and he left them there: and he himself
went into the Synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. 20And being
requested by them to be there for a longer time, he said, No; 21 And went
from them, saying, I will come back to you if God lets me; and he took ship
from Ephesus. 22 And when he had come to land at Caesarea, he went to
see the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23 And having been there
for some time, he went through the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order,
making the disciples strong in the faith. 24Nowa certain JewnamedApollos,
anAlexandrianbybirth, andamanof learning, came toEphesus; andhehad
great knowledge of the holy Writings. 25 This man had been trained in the
way of the Lord; and burning in spirit, he gave himself up to teaching the
facts about Jesus, though he had knowledge only of John's baptism: 26And
he was preaching in the Synagogue without fear. But Priscilla and Aquila,
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hearing his words, took him in, and gave him fuller teaching about the way
of God. 27 And when he had a desire to go over into Achaia, the brothers
gave him help, and sent letters to the disciples requesting them to take him
in among them: and when he had come, he gave much help to those who
had faith through grace: 28 For he overcame the Jews in public discussion,
making clear from the holyWritings that the Christ was Jesus.

19
1And it came about that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having gone

through the higher country, came to Ephesus, where there were certain
disciples: 2 And he said to them, Did you get the Holy Spirit when you had
faith? And they said to him, No, we have had no knowledge of the Holy
Spirit. 3 And he said, What sort of baptism did you have? And they said,
The baptism of John. 4And Paul said, John gave a baptism which goes with
a change of heart, saying to the people that they were to have faith in him
who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus. 5 And hearing this, they had
baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had put his hands
on them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they had the power of talking
in tongues, and acting like prophets. 7 And there were about twelve of
these men. 8And he went into the Synagogue, and for three months he was
preaching there without fear, reasoning and teaching about the kingdom of
God. 9 But because some of the people were hard-hearted and would not
give hearing, saying evil words about the Way before the people, he went
away from them, and kept the disciples separate, reasoning every day in
the school of Tyrannus. 10And this went on for two years, so that all those
who were living in Asia had knowledge of the word of the Lord, Greeks as
well as Jews. 11 And God did special works of power by the hands of Paul:
12 So that bits of linen and clothing from his body were taken to people who
were ill, and their diseases went away from them and the evil spirits went
out. 13 But some of the Jews who went from place to place driving out evil
spirits, took it on themselves tomake use of the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who had evil spirits, saying, I give you orders, by Jesus, whom Paul is
preaching. 14And there were seven sons of a man named Sceva, a Jew and
a chief priest, who did this. 15 And the evil spirit, answering, said to them,
I have knowledge of Jesus, and of Paul, but who are you? 16 And the man
in whom the evil spirit was, jumping on them, was stronger than the two
of them, and overcame them, so that they went running from that house,
woundedandwithout their clothing. 17And this came to the ears of all those,
Jews and Greeks, who were living at Ephesus; and fear came on them all,
and the name of the Lord Jesus was made great. 18And a number of those
who had faith came and made a public statement of their sins and all their
acts. 19And a great number of those who were experts in strange arts took
their books and put them on the fire in front of everyone: and when the
books were valued they came to fifty thousand bits of silver. 20 So the word
of the Lord was increased very greatly and was full of power. 21Now after
these things were ended, Paul came to a decision that when he had gone
through Macedonia and Achaia he would go to Jerusalem, saying, After I
have been there, I have a desire to see Rome. 22And having sent two of his
helpers, Timothy and Erastus, into Macedonia, he himself went on living in
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Asia for a time. 23 And about that time a great outcry took place about the
Way. 24For therewas a certainman named Demetrius, a silver-worker, who
made silver boxes for the images of Diana, and gave no small profit to the
workmen; 25Whom he got together, with other workmen of the same trade,
and said to them, Men, it is clear that from this business we get our wealth.
26 And you see, for it has come to your ears, that not only at Ephesus, but
almost all through Asia, this Paul has been teaching numbers of people and
turning them away, saying that those are not gods who are made by men's
hands: 27 And there is danger, not only that our trade may be damaged in
the opinion of men, but that the holy place of the great goddess Diana may
be no longer honoured, and that she to whom all Asia and the world give
worship, will be put down from her high position. 28And hearing this, they
were very angry, crying out and saying, Great is Diana of Ephesus. 29 And
the town was full of noise and trouble, and they all came running into the
theatre, having taken by force Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia
who were journeying in company with Paul. 30 And when Paul was about
to go in to the people, the disciples did not let him. 31And some of the rulers
of Asia, being his friends, sent to him, requesting him seriously not to put
himself in danger by going into the theatre. 32And some said one thing, and
some another: for there was no order in themeeting; andmost of them had
no idea why they had come together. 33Then they took Alexander out from
among the people, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander, making a
sign with his hand, was about to make a statement to the people in answer:
34But when they saw that he was a Jew, all of them with one voice went on
crying out for about two hours, Great is Diana of Ephesus. 35And when the
chief secretary had got the people quiet, he said,Men of Ephesus, is anyman
withoutknowledge that the townofEphesus is thekeeperof theholyplaceof
the great Diana, who was sent down from Jupiter? 36 So then, because these
things may not be doubted, it would be better for you to be quiet, and do
nothingunwise. 37For youhave taken thesemen,whoarenot doingdamage
to theholyplaceor talkingagainst ourgoddess. 38 If, then,Demetriusand the
workmenwhoarewith himhave aprotest tomake against anyman, the law
is open to them, and there are judges; let them put up a cause at law against
one another. 39But if any other business is in question, let it be taken up in
the regularmeeting. 40For, truly,weare indangerofbeingmaderesponsible
for this day's trouble, there being no cause for it: andwe are not able to give
any reason for this coming together. 41And when he had said this, he sent
themeeting away.

20
1Andafter thenoisehad come to anend, Paul, having sent for thedisciples

and given them comfort, went away from them to Macedonia. 2And when
he had gone through those parts and given them much teaching, he came
into Greece. 3And when he had been there three months, because the Jews
had made a secret design against him when he was about to take ship for
Syria, he made a decision to go back through Macedonia. 4And Sopater of
Beroea, the son of Pyrrhus, and Aristarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica,
andGaius ofDerbe, andTimothy, andTychicus andTrophimus ofAsia,went
with him as far as Asia. 5 But these had gone before, and were waiting for
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us at Troas. 6 And we went away from Philippi by ship after the days of
unleavened bread, and came to them at Troas in five days; and we were
there for seven days. 7And on the first day of the week, when we had come
together for the holy meal, Paul gave them a talk, for it was his purpose to
go away on the day after; and he went on talking till after the middle of the
night. 8And there were a number of lights in the roomwhere we had come
together. 9 And a certain young man named Eutychus, who was seated in
the window, went into a deep sleep; and while Paul went on talking, being
overcome by sleep, he had a fall from the third floor, andwas taken up dead.
10AndPaulwent downand, falling onhim, tookhim inhis arms and said, Do
not be troubled, for his life is in him. 11And when he had gone up, and had
taken the broken bread, he went on talking to them for a long time, even till
dawn, and then he went away. 12And they took the boy in, living, and were
greatly comforted. 13 But we, going before him by ship, went to Assos with
the purpose of taking Paul in there: for so he had given orders, because he
himself was coming by land. 14And when he came up with us at Assos, we
took him in the ship and went on to Mitylene. 15 And going from there by
sea, we came on the day after opposite Chios, and touching at Samos on the
day after that, we came on the third day to Miletus. 16 For Paul's purpose
was to go past Ephesus, so that he might not be kept in Asia; for he was
going quickly, in order, if possible, to be at Jerusalemon the day of Pentecost.
17And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus for the rulers of the church. 18And
when theyhad come, he said to them, You yourselves have seenwhatmy life
has been like all the time from the day when I first came into Asia, 19Doing
the Lord's work without pride, through all the sorrow and troubles which
came on me because of the evil designs of the Jews: 20And how I kept back
nothingwhichmight be of profit to you, teaching you publicly and privately,
21Preaching to Jews and to Greeks the need for a turning of the heart to God,
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, as you see, I am going to
Jerusalem, a prisoner in spirit, having no knowledge of what will come to
me there: 23Only that the Holy Spirit makes clear to me in every town that
prisonandpains arewaiting forme. 24But I put novalue onmy life, if only at
the end of it Imay see thework completewhichwas given tome by the Lord
Jesus, to be a witness of the good news of the grace of God. 25And now I am
conscious that you, amongwhom I have gone about preaching the kingdom,
will not see my face again. 26 And so I say to you this day that I am clean
from the blood of all men. 27 For I have not kept back from you anything
of the purpose of God. 28 Give attention to yourselves, and to all the flock
which the Holy Spirit has given into your care, to give food to the church
of God, for which he gave his blood. 29 I am conscious that after I am gone,
evil wolves will come in among you, doing damage to the flock; 30And from
among yourselves will come men who will give wrong teaching, turning
away thedisciples after them. 31Sokeepwatch, having inmind that for three
years without resting I was teaching every one of you, day and night, with
weeping. 32 And now, I give you into the care of God and the word of his
grace,which is able tomake you strong and to give you your heritage among
all the saints. 33 I have had no desire for anyman's silver or gold or clothing.
34You yourselves have seen that with these hands I got what was necessary
forme and thosewhowerewithme. 35 In all things I was an example to you
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of how, in your lives, you are to give help to the feeble, and keep inmemory
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, There is a greater blessing
in giving than in getting. 36And having said these words, he went down on
his knees in prayer with them all. 37And they were all weeping, falling on
Paul's neck and kissing him, 38Being sadmost of all because he had said that
they would not see his face again. And so they went with him to the ship.

21
1And after parting from them, we put out to sea and came straight to Cos,

and the day after to Rhodes, and from there to Patara: 2 And as there was
a ship going to Phoenicia, we went in it. 3And when we had come in view
of Cyprus, going past it on our left, we went on to Syria, and came to land
at Tyre: for there the goods which were in the ship had to be taken out.
4 And meeting the disciples we were there for seven days: and they gave
Paul orders through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 5And when these
days came to an end, wewent on our journey; and they all, with their wives
and children, came with us on our way till we were out of the town: and
after going on our knees in prayer by the sea, 6We said our last words to one
another, and got into the ship, and they went back to their houses. 7 And
journeying by ship from Tyre we came to Ptolemais; and there we had talk
with the brothers and were with them for one day. 8 And on the day after,
we went away and came to Caesarea, where we were guests in the house of
Philip, the preacher, whowas one of the seven. 9And he had four daughters,
virgins, who were prophets. 10 And while we were waiting there for some
days, a certain prophet, named Agabus, came down from Judaea. 11And he
came to us, and took the band of Paul's clothing, and putting it round his
feet and hands, said, The Holy Spirit says these words, So will the Jews do
to the man who is the owner of this band, and they will give him up into
the hands of the Gentiles. 12 And hearing these things, we and those who
were living in that placemade request to himnot to go to Jerusalem. 13Then
Paul said, What are you doing, weeping and wounding my heart? for I am
ready, not only to be a prisoner, but to be put to death at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus. 14And as he might not be moved we did no more,
saying, Let the purpose of God be done. 15And after these days we got ready
and went up to Jerusalem. 16And some of the disciples from Caesarea went
with us, taking a certain Mnason of Cyprus, one of the early disciples, in
whose house we were to be living. 17And when we came to Jerusalem, the
brothers were pleased to see us. 18And on the day after, Paul went with us
to James, and all the rulers of the church were present. 19And when he had
said how glad he was to see them, he gave them a detailed account of the
things which God had done through his work among the Gentiles. 20 And
hearing it, they gave praise to God; and they said to him, You see, brother,
what thousands there are among the Jews, who have the faith; and they all
have a great respect for the law: 21 And they have had news of you, how
you have been teaching all the Jews among the Gentiles to give up the law
of Moses, and not to give circumcision to their children, and not to keep the
old rules. 22What then is the position? Theywill certainly get news that you
have come. 23 Do this, then, which we say to you: We have four men who
have taken an oath; 24 Go with these, and make yourself clean with them,
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and make the necessary payments for them, so that they may be free from
their oath: and everyone will see that the statements made about you are
not true, but that you put yourself under rule, and keep the law. 25 But as
to the Gentiles who have the faith, we sent a letter, giving our decision that
they were to keep themselves from offerings made to false gods, and from
blood, and from the flesh of animals put to death in ways against the law,
and from the evil desires of the body. 26 Then Paul took the men, and on
the day after, making himself clean with them, he went into the Temple,
givingout the statement that thedaysnecessary formaking themcleanwere
complete, till the offering wasmade for every one of them. 27Andwhen the
sevendayswerealmost ended, the Jews fromAsia, seeinghim in theTemple,
got the people together and put their hands on him, 28 Crying out, Men of
Israel, come to our help: this is themanwho is teaching allmen everywhere
against the people and the law and this place: and in addition, he has taken
Greeks into the Temple, and made this holy place unclean. 29 For they had
seen him before in the town with Trophimus of Ephesus, and had the idea
that Paul had taken him with him into the Temple. 30And all the town was
moved, and the people came running together and put their hands on Paul,
pulling him out of the Temple: and then the doors were shut. 31And while
they were attempting to put him to death, news came to the chief captain
of the band that all Jerusalem was out of control. 32 And straight away he
took some armedmen andwent quickly down to them: and the Jews, seeing
them, gave no more blows to Paul. 33Then the chief captain came near and
took him, and gave orders for him to be put in chains, questioning them as
to who he was and what he had done. 34And some said one thing and some
another, among the people: and as hewas not able to get a knowledge of the
facts because of the noise, he gave orders for Paul to be taken into the army
building. 35Andwhenhe came on to the steps, hewas lifted up by the armed
men, because of the force of the people; 36 For a great mass of people came
after them, crying out, Away with him! 37 And when Paul was about to be
taken into the building, he said to the chief captain, May I say something to
you? And he said, Have you a knowledge of Greek? 38Are you by chance the
Egyptianwho, before this, got the peopleworkedupagainst the government
and took four thousandmen of the Assassins out into the waste land? 39But
Paul said, I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, which is not an unimportant town:
I make a request to you to let me say a word to the people. 40And when he
let him do so, Paul, from the steps, made a sign with his hand to the people,
and when they were all quiet, he said to them in the Hebrew language,

22
1My brothers and fathers, give ear to the story of my life which I now put

before you. 2And, hearinghim talking in theHebrew language, theybecame
the more quiet, and he said, 3 I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia by birth, but I
had my education in this town at the feet of Gamaliel, being trained in the
keeping of every detail of the lawof our fathers; given up to the cause of God
with all my heart, as you are today. 4And I made attacks on this Way, even
to death, taking men and women and putting them in prison. 5 Of which
the high priest will be a witness, and all the rulers, fromwhom I had letters
to the brothers; and I went into Damascus, to take those who were there
as prisoners to Jerusalem for punishment. 6 And it came about that while
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I was onmy journey, coming near to Damascus, about themiddle of the day,
suddenly I saw a great light from heaven shining round me. 7 And when I
went down on the earth, a voice came to my ears saying to me, Saul, Saul,
why are you attackingme so cruelly? 8And I, answering, said,Who are you;
Lord? And he said to me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are attacking.
9And those who were with me saw the light, but the voice of him who was
talking to me came not to their ears. 10And I said, What have I to do, Lord?
And the Lord said to me, Get up, and go into Damascus; and it will be made
clear to youwhat you have to do. 11Andbecause Iwas unable to see because
of the glory of that light, those who were with me took me by the hand, and
so I came to Damascus. 12 And one Ananias, a God-fearing man, who kept
the law, and of whom all the Jews in that place had a high opinion, 13 Came
to my side and said, Brother Saul, let your eyes be open. And in that very
hour I was able to see him. 14And he said, You have beenmarked out by the
God of our fathers to have knowledge of his purpose, and to see the Upright
One and to give ear to the words of his mouth. 15 For you will be a witness
for him to all men ofwhat you have seen and ofwhat has come to your ears.
16Andnow,why are youwaiting? get up, and have baptism, for thewashing
away of your sins, giving worship to his name. 17 And it came about that
when I had come back to Jerusalem, while I was at prayer in the Temple, my
senses becamemore than naturally clear, 18And I saw him saying to me, Go
out of Jerusalem straight away because they will not give hearing to your
witness aboutme. 19And I said, Lord, they themselves have knowledge that
Iwent through the Synagogues putting inprisonandwhipping all thosewho
had faith in you: 20And when Stephen your witness was put to death, I was
there, givingapproval, and lookingafter the clothingof thosewhoputhim to
death. 21And he said to me, Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.
22 And they gave him a hearing as far as this word; then with loud voices
they said, Away with this man from the earth; it is not right for him to be
living. 23Andwhile they were crying out, and pulling off their clothing, and
sending dust into the air, 24The chief captain gave orders for him to be taken
into the armybuilding, saying that hewould put him to the test bywhipping,
so that he might have knowledge of the reason why they were crying out so
violently against him. 25And when they had put leather bands round him,
Paul said to the captainwhowaspresent, Is it the law for you to give blows to
amanwho is aRomanandhasnotbeen judged? 26Andhearing this, theman
went to the chief captain and gavehimanaccount of it, saying,What are you
about to do? for this man is a Roman. 27And the chief captain came to him
and said, Give me an answer, are you a Roman? And he said, Yes. 28And the
chief captain said, I got Roman rights for myself at a great price. And Paul
said, But I had them by birth. 29 Then those who were about to put him to
the test went away: and the chief captain was in fear, seeing that he was a
Roman, and that he had put chains on him. 30But on the day after, desiring
to have certain knowledge of what the Jews had to say against him, hemade
him free, and gave orders for the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to come
together, and he took Paul and put him before them.

23
1And Paul, looking fixedly at the Sanhedrin, said,My brothers, my life has
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been upright before God till this day. 2 And the high priest, Ananias, gave
orders to those whowere near him to give him a blow on themouth. 3Then
Paul said to him, Godwill give blows to you, youwhitewashedwall: are you
here to be my judge by law, and by your orders am I given blows against
the law? 4 And those who were near said, Do you say such words against
God's high priest? 5 And Paul said, Brother, I had no idea that he was the
high priest: for it has been said, Youmay not say evil about the ruler of your
people. 6But when Paul saw that half of them were Sadducees and the rest
Pharisees, he said in the Sanhedrin, Brothers, I amaPharisee, and the son of
Pharisees: I am here to be judged on the question of the hope of the coming
back from the dead. 7 And when he had said this, there was an argument
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and a division in the meeting.
8 For the Sadducees say that there is no coming back from the dead, and no
angels or spirits: but the Pharisees have belief in all these. 9And there was
a great outcry: and some of the scribes on the side of the Pharisees got up
and took part in the discussion, saying, We see no evil in this man: what if
he has had a revelation froman angel or a spirit? 10Andwhen the argument
became very violent, the chief captain, fearing that Paul would be pulled in
twoby them, gave orders to the armedmen to takehimby force fromamong
them, and take him into the army building. 11And the night after, the Lord
came to his side and said, Be of good heart, for as you have been witnessing
for me in Jerusalem, so will you be mywitness in Rome. 12And when it was
day, the Jews came together and put themselves under an oath that they
would take no food or drink till they had put Paul to death. 13Andmore than
forty of them took this oath. 14 And they came to the chief priests and the
rulers and said, We have taken a great oath to take no food till we have put
Paul to death 15 So now, will you and the Sanhedrin make a request to the
military authorities to have him sent down to you, as if you were desiring
to go into the business in greater detail; and we, before ever he gets to you,
will be waiting to put him to death. 16 But Paul's sister's son had word of
their design, and he came into the armybuilding and gave news of it to Paul.
17And Paul sent for a captain and said, Take this young man to your chief,
for he has news for him. 18So he took him to the chief captain and said, Paul,
the prisoner, made a request to me to take this youngman to you, for he has
something to say to you. 19 And the chief took him by the hand and, going
on one side, said to him privately, What is it you have to say to me? 20And
he said, The Jews are in agreement together to make a request to you for
Paul to be taken, on the day after this, into the Sanhedrin, to be questioned
in greater detail. 21But do not giveway to them, formore than forty of them
are waiting for him, having taken an oath not to take food or drink till they
have put him to death: and now they are ready, waiting for your order. 22So
the chief captain let the young man go, saying to him, Do not say to anyone
that you have givenmeword of these things. 23And he sent for two captains
and said, Make ready two hundred men, with seventy horsemen and two
hundred spearmen, to go to Caesarea, at the third hour of the night: 24And
get beasts so that theymayput Paul on them, and takehimsafely to Felix, the
ruler. 25And he sent a letter in these words: 26 Claudius Lysias, to the most
noble ruler, Felix, peace bewith you. 27Thismanwas taken by the Jews, and
was about to be put to death by them, when I came on them with the army
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and took him out of danger, having knowledge that hewas a Roman. 28And,
desiring to get at the reason for their attack on him, I took him down to their
Sanhedrin: 29Then it became clear to me that it was a question of their law,
and that nothing was said against him which might be a reason for prison
or death. 30And when news was given to me that a secret design was being
made against theman, I sent him straight away to you, giving orders to those
who are against him to make their statements before you. 31 So the armed
men, as theywere ordered, took Paul and came by night to Antipatris. 32But
on the day after, they sent the horsemen onwith him, andwent back to their
place: 33And they, when they came to Caesarea, gave the letter to the ruler,
and took Paul before him. 34And after reading it, he said, What part of the
country do you come from? And, hearing that he was from Cilicia, 35 I will
give hearing to your cause, he said, when those who are against you have
come. And he gave orders for him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.

24
1 And after five days, the high priest, Ananias, came with certain of the

rulers, and an expert talker, one Tertullus; and they made a statement to
Felix against Paul. 2And when he had been sent for, Tertullus, starting his
statement, said, Because by you we are living in peace, and through your
wisdom wrongs are put right for this nation, 3 In all things and in all places
we are conscious of our great debt to you, most noble Felix. 4 But, so that
I may not make you tired, I make a request to you of your mercy, to give
hearing to a short statement. 5 For this man, in our opinion, is a cause of
trouble, a maker of attacks on the government among Jews through all the
empire, andachiefmover in the societyof theNazarenes: 6Who, inaddition,
was attempting tomake the Temple unclean: whomwe took, 7 [] 8And from
whom youwill be able, by questioning him yourself, to get knowledge of all
the thingswhichwe say against him. 9And the Jewswere in agreementwith
his statement, saying that these things were so. 10Then when the ruler had
given him a sign to make his answer, Paul said, Because I have knowledge
that you have been a judge over this nation for a number of years, I am
glad to make my answer: 11 Seeing that you are able to make certain of
the fact that it is not more than twelve days from the time when I came up
to Jerusalem for worship; 12 And they have not seen me in argument with
any man in the Temple, or working up the feelings of the people, in the
Synagogues or in the town: 13And they are not able to give facts in support
of the things which they say against me now. 14But this I will say openly to
you, that I do give worship to the God of our fathers after that Way, which
to them is not the true religion: but I have belief in all the things which are
in the law and in the books of the prophets: 15Hoping in God for that which
they themselves are looking for, that there will be a coming back from the
dead foruprightmenandwrongdoers. 16And in this, I domybest at all times
to have no reason for shame before God or men. 17Now after a number of
years I came to give help and offerings to my nation: 18 And having been
made clean, I was in the Temple, but not with a great number of people, and
not with noise: but there were certain Jews from Asia, 19And it would have
beenbetter if they had comehere tomake a statement, if they have anything
against me. 20Or let thesemen here present say what wrongdoing was seen
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in me when I was before the Sanhedrin, 21 But only this one thing which I
said among them in a loud voice, I am this day being judged on the question
of the coming back from the dead. 22 But Felix, who had a more detailed
knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, When Lysias, the chief captain,
comes down, I will give attention to your business. 23And he gave orders to
the captain to keep Paul under his control, and to let himhave everything he
had need of; and not to keep his friends from coming to see him. 24But after
some days, Felix came with Drusilla his wife, who was of the Jews by birth,
and sent for Paul, and gave hearing to him about faith in Christ Jesus. 25And
while he was talking about righteousness and self-control and the judging
which was to come, Felix had great fear and said, Go away for the present,
andwhen the right time comes I will send for you. 26For hewas hoping that
Paulwould givehimmoney: sohe sent forhimmore frequently andhad talk
with him. 27But after two years Porcius Festus took the place of Felix, who,
desiring to have the approval of the Jews, kept Paul in chains.

25
1 So Festus, having come into that part of the country which was under

his rule, after three days went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the
chief priests and the chief men of the Jews made statements against Paul,
3Requesting Festus to give effect to their design against him, and send him
to Jerusalem, when they would be waiting to put him to death on the way.
4But Festus, in answer, said that Paul was being kept in prison at Caesarea,
and that in a short time he himself was going there. 5 So, he said, let those
who have authority among you go with me, and if there is any wrong in the
man, let themmake a statement against him. 6And when he had been with
themnotmore than eight or ten days, hewent down to Caesarea; and on the
day after, he took his place on the judge's seat, and sent for Paul. 7Andwhen
hecame, the JewswhohadcomedownfromJerusalemcameroundhim, and
made all sorts of serious statements against him, whichwere not supported
by the facts. 8Then Paul, in his answer to them, said, I have done no wrong
against the law of the Jews, or against the Temple, or against Caesar. 9 But
Festus, desiring to get the approval of the Jews, said to Paul, Will you go
up to Jerusalem, and be judged before me there in connection with these
things? 10 And Paul said, I am before the seat of Caesar's authority where
it is right for me to be judged: I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you
are well able to see. 11 If, then, I am a wrongdoer and there is a cause of
death in me, I am ready for death: if it is not as they say against me, noman
may give me up to them. Let my cause come before Caesar. 12 Then Festus,
having had a discussion with the Jews, made answer, You have said, Let my
cause come before Caesar; to Caesar you will go. 13Now when some days
had gone by, King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea and went to see
Festus. 14 And as they were there for some days, Festus gave them Paul's
story, saying, There is a certain man here who was put in prison by Felix:
15Againstwhomthechiefpriests and therulersof the Jewsmadeastatement
when I was at Jerusalem, requestingme to give a decision against him. 16To
whom I gave answer that it is not the Romanway to give amanup, till he has
been face to face with those who are attacking him, and has had a chance to
give an answer to the statements made against him. 17 So, when they had
come together here, straight away, on the day after, I took my place on the
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judge's seat and sent for the man. 18But when they got up they said nothing
about such crimes as I had inmind: 19But had certain questions against him
in connection with their religion, and about one Jesus, now dead, who, Paul
said, was living. 20And as I had not enough knowledge for the discussion of
these things, I made the suggestion to him to go to Jerusalem and be judged
there. 21But when Paul made a request that he might be judged by Caesar, I
gave orders for him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar. 22AndAgrippa
said to Festus, I have a desire to give the man a hearing myself. Tomorrow,
he said, you may give him a hearing. 23 So on the day after, when Agrippa
and Bernice in great glory had come into the public place of hearing, with
the chief of the army and the chief men of the town, at the order of Festus,
Paul was sent for. 24 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all those who are
present here with us, you see this man, about whom all the Jews havemade
protests to me, at Jerusalem and in this place, saying that it is not right for
him to be living any longer. 25But, in my opinion, there is no cause of death
in him, and as he himself has made a request to be judged by Caesar, I have
said that I would send him. 26But I have no certain account of him to send
to Caesar. So I have sent for him to come before you, and specially before
you, King Agrippa, so that after the business has been gone into, I may have
something to put in writing. 27 For it seems to me against reason to send a
prisoner without making clear what there is against him.

26
1And Agrippa said to Paul, You may put your cause before us. Then Paul,

stretching out his hand, made his answer, saying: 2 In my opinion I am
happy, King Agrippa, to be able to give my answer before you today to all
these things which the Jews say against me: 3The more so, because you are
expert in all questions to do with the Jews and their ways: so I make my
request to you to giveme ahearing to the end. 4All the Jews have knowledge
of my way of life from my early years, as it was from the start among my
nation, and at Jerusalem; 5 And they are able to say, if they would give
witness, that I was living as a Pharisee, in that division of our religionwhich
is most regular in the keeping of the law. 6And now I am here to be judged
because of the hope given by God's word to our fathers; 7 For the effecting
of which our twelve tribes have been working and waiting night and day
with all their hearts. And in connection with this hope I am attacked by the
Jews, O king! 8Why, in your opinion, is it outside belief for God to make the
dead come to life again? 9For I, truly, was of the opinion that it was right for
me to do a number of things against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10And
this I did in Jerusalem: and numbers of the saints I put in prison, having
had authority given to me from the chief priests, and when they were put
to death, I gave my decision against them. 11And I gave them punishment
frequently, in all the Synagogues, forcing them to say things against God;
andburningwithpassionagainst them, Iwentafter themeven into far-away
towns. 12Then, when I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and
orders of the chief priests, 13 In the middle of the day, on the road I saw a
light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who
were journeying with me. 14And when we had all gone down on the earth,
a voice came to me, saying in the Hebrew language, Saul, Saul, why are you
attacking me so cruelly? It is hard for you to go against the impulse which
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is driving you. 15 And I said, Who are you, Lord? And the Lord said, I am
Jesus, whom you are attacking. 16 But get up on your feet: for I have come
to you for this purpose, to make you a servant and a witness of the things
in which you have seen me, and of those in which you will see me; 17And I
will keep you safe from the people, and from the Gentiles, to whom I send
you, 18 To make their eyes open, turning them from the dark to the light,
and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may have forgiveness of
sins and a heritage among those who are made holy by faith in me. 19 So,
then, King Agrippa, I did not go against the vision fromheaven; 20But I went
about, first to those inDamascus and Jerusalem, and through all the country
of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, preaching a change of heart, so that they,
being turned toGod,might give, in theirworks, the fruits of a changedheart.
21 For this reason, the Jews took me in the Temple, and made an attempt to
put me to death. 22 And so, by God's help, I am here today, witnessing to
small andgreat, sayingnothingbutwhat theprophets andMoses saidwould
come about; 23That the Christ would go through pain, and being the first to
come back from the dead, would give light to the people and to the Gentiles.
24Andwhen hemade his answer in these words, Festus said in a loud voice,
Paul, you are off your head; your great learning has made you unbalanced.
25Then Paul said, I amnot offmy head,most noble Festus, butmywords are
true and wise. 26 For the king has knowledge of these things, to whom I am
talking freely; being certain that all this is common knowledge to him; for it
has not been done in secret. 27King Agrippa, have you faith in the prophets?
I am certain that you have. 28 And Agrippa said to Paul, A little more and
you will be making me a Christian. 29And Paul said, It is my prayer to God
that, in little or great measure, not only you, but all those hearing me today
might be even as I am, but for these chains. 30 And the king and the ruler
and Bernice and thosewhowere seatedwith them got up; 31Andwhen they
had gone away they said to one another, This man has done nothing which
might give cause for death or prison. 32AndAgrippa said to Festus, Thisman
might have beenmade free, if he had not put his cause before Caesar.

27
1Andwhen the decision had beenmade that wewere to go by sea to Italy,

they gave Paul and certain other prisoners into the care of a captain named
Julius, of the Augustan band. 2Andwewent to sea in a ship of Adramyttium
which was sailing to the sea towns of Asia, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of
Thessalonica, being with us. 3And on the day after, we came to Sidon; and
Julius was kind to Paul, and let him go to see his friends and take a rest.
4And sailing again from there, we went on under cover of Cyprus, because
the wind was against us. 5 And having gone across the sea off Cilicia and
Pamphyliawe came toMyra, in Lycia. 6And there the captain came across a
ship of Alexandria, sailing for Italy, and put us in it. 7Andwhenwehad gone
on slowly for a long time, and had had hard work getting across to Cnidus,
for the wind was against us, we went under cover of Crete, in the direction
of Salmone; 8 And sailing down the side of it, as well as we were able, we
came to a certain place named Fair Havens, near which was the town of
Lasea. 9 And as a long time had gone by, and the journey was now full of
danger, because it was late in the year, Paul put the position before them,
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10 Saying, Friends, I see that this journey will be one of great damage and
loss, not only to the goods and the ship, but to ourselves. 11But the captain
gave more attention to the master and the owner of the ship than to what
Paul said. 12And as the harbour was not a good one in which to be for the
winter, the greater number of them were for going out to sea, in order, if
possible, to put in for the winter at Phoenix, a harbour of Crete, looking to
thenorth-east and south-east. 13Andwhen the southwindcamesoftly, being
of the opinion that their purpose might be effected, they let the ship go and
went sailing down the side of Crete, very near to the land. 14But after a little
time, a very violent wind, named Euraquilo, came down from it with great
force. 15And when the ship got into the grip of it, and was not able to make
headway into thewind,we gaveway, andwent before it. 16And, sailing near
the side of a small island named Cauda, we were able, though it was hard
work, to make the ship's boat safe: 17 And having got it up, they put cords
under and round the ship; but fearing that they might be pushed on to the
Syrtis, they let down the sails and so went running before the wind. 18And,
still fighting the storm with all our strength, the day after they made a start
at getting the goods out of the ship; 19 And on the third day, they let all the
sailing apparatus go over the side. 20And aswe had not seen the sun or stars
for a long time, and a great stormwas on us, all hope of salvation was gone.
21Andwhen they had been without food for a long time, Paul got up among
them and said, Friends, it would have been better if you had given attention
to me and not gone sailing out from Crete, to undergo this damage and loss.
22 But now, I say to you, be of good heart, for there will be no loss of life,
but only of the ship. 23 For this night there came to my side an angel of the
Godwho ismyMaster andwhose servant I am, 24Saying, Have no fear, Paul,
for you will come before Caesar, and God has given to you all those who are
sailing with you. 25And so, O men, be of good heart, for I have faith in God
that it will be as he said to me. 26But we will be sent on to a certain island.
27 But when the fourteenth day came, while we were going here and there
in the Adriatic sea, about themiddle of the night the sailors had an idea that
they were getting near land; 28And they let down the lead, and saw that the
sea was a hundred and twenty feet deep; and after a little time they did it
again and it was ninety feet. 29Then, fearing that by chance wemight come
on to the rocks, they let down fourhooks from thebackof the ship, andmade
prayers for the coming of day. 30Then the sailors made attempts secretly to
get away from the ship, lettingdownaboat as if theywere about to put down
hooks from the front of the ship; 31But Paul said to the captain and his men,
If you do not keep these men in the ship, you will not be safe. 32 Then the
armedmen, cutting the cords of the boat, let her go. 33Andwhen dawnwas
near, Paul gave them all orders to take food, saying, This is the fourteenth
day you have beenwaiting and taking no food. 34So Imake request to you to
take food; for this is for your salvation: not ahair from theheadof anyof you
will come to destruction. 35Andwhen he had said this and had taken bread,
he gave praise to God before them all, and took a meal of the broken bread.
36 Then they all took heart and did the same. 37 And we were, in the ship,
two hundred and seventy-six persons. 38 And when they had had enough
food, they made the weight of the ship less, turning the grain out into the
sea. 39 And when it was day, they had no knowledge of the land, but they
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saw an inlet of the sea with a floor of sand, and they had the idea of driving
the ship up on to it if possible. 40So cutting away the hooks, and letting them
go into the sea, and freeing the cords of the guiding-blades, and lifting up
the sail to the wind, they went in the direction of the inlet. 41And coming to
a point between two seas, they got the ship to land; and the front part was
fixed in the sand and not able to bemoved, but the back part was broken by
the forceof thewaves. 42Then thearmedmenwere forputting theprisoners
to death, so that no one would get away by swimming. 43 But the captain,
desiring to keep Paul safe, kept them from their purpose, and gave orders
that those who had knowledge of swimming were to go off the ship and get
first to land: 44 And the rest, some on boards and some on things from the
ship. And so it came about that they all got safe to land.

28
1 And when we were safe, we made the discovery that the island was

namedMelita. 2And the simple people living there were uncommonly kind
to us, for they made a fire for us, and took us in, because it was raining
and cold. 3 But when Paul had got some sticks together and put them on
the fire, a snake came out, because of the heat, and gave him a bite on the
hand. 4 And when the people saw it hanging on his hand, they said to one
another, Without doubt this man has put someone to death, and though he
has got safely away from the sea, God will not let him go on living. 5 But
shaking off the beast into the fire, he got no damage. 6But they had the idea
that they would see him becoming ill, or suddenly falling down dead; but
after waiting a long time, and seeing that no damage came to him, changing
their opinion, they said he was a god. 7Now near that place there was some
land, the property of the chief man of the island, who was named Publius;
who very kindly took us into his house as his guests for three days. 8 And
the father of Publius was ill, with a disease of the stomach; to whom Paul
went, and put his hands on him, with prayer, and made him well. 9 And
when this took place, all the others in the islandwho had diseases came and
were made well. 10 Then they gave us great honour, and, when we went
away, they put into the shipwhatever thingswewere in need of. 11Andafter
three months we went to sea in a ship of Alexandria sailing under the sign
of the Dioscuri, which had been at the island for the winter. 12 And going
into the harbour at Syracuse, we were waiting there for three days. 13And
from there, going about in a curve, we came to Rhegium: and after one day
a south wind came up and on the day after we came to Puteoli: 14Where we
came across some of the brothers, who kept us with them for seven days;
and so we came to Rome. 15 And the brothers, when they had news of us,
came out from town as far as Appii Forum and the Three Taverns to have a
meeting with us: and Paul, seeing them, gave praise to God and took heart.
16Andwhenwe came into Rome, they let Paul have a house for himself and
the armed man who kept watch over him. 17 Then after three days he sent
for the chief men of the Jews: and when they had come together, he said
to them, My brothers, though I had done nothing against the people or the
ways of our fathers, I was given, a prisoner from Jerusalem, into the hands
of the Romans. 18Who, when they had put questions to me, were ready to
let me go free, because there was no cause of death in me. 19 But when the
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Jews made protest against it, I had to put my cause into Caesar's hands; not
because I have anything to say against my nation. 20 But for this reason I
sent for you, to see and have talk with you: for because of the hope of Israel
I am in these chains. 21And they said to him, We have not had letters from
Judaea about you, and no one of the brothers has come to us here to give an
account or say any evil about you. 22 But we have a desire to give hearing
to your opinion: for as to this form of religion, we have knowledge that in
all places it is attacked. 23And when a day had been fixed, they came to his
house in great numbers; and he gave them teaching, giving witness to the
kingdom of God, and having discussions with them about Jesus, from the
lawofMoses and from the prophets, frommorning till evening. 24And some
were inagreementwithwhathe said, but somehaddoubts. 25And theywent
away, for therewasadivisionamong themafter Paul had said this one thing:
Well did the Holy Spirit say by the prophet Isaiah to your fathers, 26 Go to
this people and say, Though you give ear, you will not get knowledge; and
seeing, you will see, but the sense will not be clear to you: 27 For the heart
of this people has become fat and their ears are slow in hearing and their
eyes are shut; for fear that they might see with their eyes and give hearing
with their ears and become wise in their hearts and be turned again to me,
so that I might make themwell. 28Be certain, then, that the salvation of God
is sent to the Gentiles, and theywill give hearing. 29 [] 30And for the space of
two years, Paulwas living in the house ofwhich he had the use, and had talk
with all those who went in to see him, 31Preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ without fear, and no orders were given
that he was not to do so.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, an Apostle by the selection of God, given
authority as a preacher of the good news, 2 Of which God had given word
before by his prophets in the holyWritings, 3About his Sonwho, in the flesh,
came from the family of David, 4Butwasmarked out as Son of God in power
by the Holy Spirit through the coming to life again of the dead; Jesus Christ
ourLord, 5Throughwhomgracehasbeengiven tous, sendingusout tomake
disciples to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6Amongwhom you in
the same way have been marked out to be disciples of Jesus Christ: 7 To all
those who are in Rome, loved by God, marked out as saints: Grace to you
and peace fromGod our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8First of all, I give
praise tomyGod through Jesus Christ for you all, because news of your faith
has gone into all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whose servant I am in
spirit in the goodnewsof his Son, that you are at all times inmymemory and
inmy prayers, 10And that I am ever making prayers that God will give me a
good journey to you. 11For I have a strong desire to see you, and to give you
somegrace of the spirit, so that youmaybemade strong; 12That is to say, that
all of us may be comforted together by the faith which is in you and in me.
13Youmaybe certain,mybrothers, that it has frequently been inmymind to
come to you (but till now I was kept from it), so that I might have some fruit
from you in the sameway as I have had it from the other nations. 14 I have a
debt to Greeks and to the nations outside; to the wise and to those who have
no learning. 15Forwhich reason I have the desire, as far as I am able, to give
the knowledge of the good news to you who are in Rome. 16 For I have no
feeling of shame about the good news, because it is the power of God giving
salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first, and then to the Greek.
17 For in it there is the revelation of the righteousness of God from faith to
faith: as it is said in the holy Writings, The man who does righteousness
will be living by his faith. 18 For there is a revelation of the wrath of God
from heaven against all the wrongdoing and evil thoughts ofmenwho keep
down what is true by wrongdoing; 19 Because the knowledge of God may
be seen in them, God having made it clear to them. 20 For from the first
making of the world, those things of Godwhich the eye is unable to see, that
is, his eternal power and existence, are fullymade clear, he having given the
knowledge of them through the thingswhich he hasmade, so thatmenhave
no reason for wrongdoing: 21 Because, having the knowledge of God, they
didnot giveglory toGodasGod, anddidnot givepraise, but theirmindswere
full of foolish things, and their hearts, beingwithout sense, weremade dark.
22 Seeming to be wise, they were in fact foolish, 23And by them the glory of
the eternal God was changed and made into the image of man who is not
eternal, and of birds and beasts and things which go on the earth. 24For this
reason God gave them up to the evil desires of their hearts, working shame
in their bodies with one another: 25 Because by them the true word of God
was changed into that which is false, and they gave worship and honour to
the thingwhich ismade, andnot tohimwhomade it, towhombeblessing for
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ever. So be it. 26For this reason God gave them up to evil passions, and their
women were changing the natural use into one which is unnatural: 27And
in the same way the men gave up the natural use of the woman and were
burning in their desire for one another, men doing shame with men, and
getting in their bodies the right reward of their evil-doing. 28And because
they had not the mind to keep God in their knowledge, God gave them up
to an evil mind, to do those things which are not right; 29 Being full of all
wrongdoing, evil, desire for the goods of others, hate, envy, putting to death,
fighting, deceit, cruel ways, evil talk, and false statements about others;
30Hated by God, full of pride, without respect, full of loud talk, given to evil
inventions, not honouring father ormother, 31Without knowledge, not true
to their undertakings, unkind, having no mercy: 32Who, though they have
knowledge of the law of God, that the fate of those who do these things is
death, not only go on doing these things themselves, but give approval to
those who do them.

2
1 So you have no reason, whoever you are, for judging: for in judging

another you are judging yourself, for you do the same things. 2And we are
conscious thatGod is a true judgeagainst thosewhodo such things. 3But you
whoare judging another for doingwhat youdoyourself, are youhoping that
God's decision will not take effect against you? 4Or is it nothing to you that
God had pity on you, waiting and putting upwith you for so long, not seeing
that in his pity God's desire is to give you a change of heart? 5 But by your
hard and unchanged heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day
of the revelation of God's judging in righteousness; 6Who will give to every
man his right reward: 7 To those who go on with good works in the hope of
glory and honour and salvation from death, hewill give eternal life: 8But to
those who, from a love of competition, are not guided by what is true, will
come theheat of hiswrath, 9Trouble and sorrowonallwhoseworks are evil,
to the Jew first and then to the Greek; 10But glory and honour and peace to
all whose works are good, to the Jew first and then to the Greek: 11 For one
man is not different from another before God. 12 All those who have done
wrong without the law will get destruction without the law: and those who
havedonewrongunder the lawwill have theirpunishmentby the law; 13For
it is not the hearers of the law who will be judged as having righteousness
beforeGod, butonly thedoers: 14Forwhen theGentileswithout the lawhave
a natural desire to do the things in the law, they are a law to themselves;
15 Because the work of the law is seen in their hearts, their sense of right
and wrong giving witness to it, while their minds are at one time judging
them and at another giving them approval; 16 In the day when God will be
a judge of the secrets of men, as it says in the good news of which I am a
preacher, through Jesus Christ. 17But as for you who have the name of Jew,
and are resting on the law, and take pride in God, 18 And have knowledge
of his desires, and are a judge of the things which are different, having the
learning of the law, 19 In the belief that you are a guide to the blind, a light
to those in the dark, 20 A teacher of the foolish, having in the law the form
of knowledge and of what is true; 21Youwho give teaching to others, do you
give it to yourself? you who say that a man may not take what is not his, do
you take what is not yours? 22 You who say that a man may not be untrue
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to his wife, are you true to yours? you who are a hater of images, do you
do wrong to the house of God? 23 You who take pride in the law, are you
doing wrong to the honour of God by behaviour which is against the law?
24 For the name of God is shamed among the Gentiles because of you, as it
is said in the holy Writings. 25 It is true that circumcision is of use if you
keep the law, but if you go against the law it is as if you had it not. 26 If those
who have not circumcision keep the rules of the law, will it not be credited
to them as circumcision? 27 And they, by their keeping of the law without
circumcision, will be judges of you, by whom the law is broken though you
have the letter of the law and circumcision. 28The true Jew is not onewho is
only so publicly, and circumcision is not thatwhichmay be seen in the flesh:
29But he is a Jew who is a secret one, whose circumcision is of the heart, in
the spirit and not in the letter; whose praise is not frommen, but from God.

3
1How then is the Jew better off? or what profit is there in circumcision?

2Much ineveryway: first of all because thewordsofGodweregiven to them.
3And if some have no faith, will that make the faith of God without effect?
4 In no way: but let God be true, though everyman is seen to be untrue; as it
is said in theWritings, That yourwordsmay be seen to be true, and youmay
be seen to be right when you are judged. 5But if the righteousness of God is
supported by our wrongdoing what is to be said? is it wrong for God to be
angry (asmenmay say)? 6 In noway: because if it is so, how is God able to be
the judge of all theworld? 7But if, because I amuntrue, God being seen to be
true getsmore glory,why am I to be judged as a sinner? 8Let us not do evil so
that goodmay come (a statement which we are falsely said by some to have
made), because suchbehaviourwill have its right punishment. 9What then?
areweworseoff than they? Innoway: becausewehavebeforemade it clear
that Jews aswell asGreeks are all under thepower of sin; 10As it is said in the
holyWritings, There is not one who does righteousness; 11Not one who has
the knowledge of what is right, not one who is a searcher after God; 12They
have all gone out of the way, there is no profit in any of them; there is not
one who does good, not somuch as one: 13Their throat is like an open place
of death; with their tongues they have said what is not true: the poison of
snakes is under their lips: 14Whosemouth is full of curses and bitter words:
15Their feet are quick in running after blood; 16Destruction and trouble are
in their ways; 17And of the way of peace they have no knowledge: 18 There
is no fear of God before their eyes. 19Now, we have knowledge that what
the law says is for those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be stopped, and all men may be judged by God: 20 Because by the works of
the lawnoman is able to have righteousness in his eyes, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin. 21But nowwithout the law there is a revelation
of the righteousness of God, to which witness is given by the law and the
prophets; 22That is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to
all those who have faith; and one man is not different from another, 23 For
all have donewrong and are far from the glory of God; 24And theymayhave
righteousness put to their credit, freely, by his grace, through the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God has put forward as the sign of his
mercy, through faith, by his blood, to make clear his righteousness when,
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in his pity, God let the sins of earlier times go without punishment; 26 And
to make clear his righteousness now, so that he might himself be upright,
and give righteousness to him who has faith in Jesus. 27What reason, then,
is there for pride? It is shut out. By what sort of law? of works? No, but by
a law of faith. 28For this reason, then, a manmay get righteousness by faith
without the works of the law. 29Or is God the God of Jews only? is he not in
the same way the God of Gentiles? Yes, of Gentiles: 30 If God is one; and he
will give righteousness because of faith to thosewhohave circumcision, and
through faith to those who have not circumcision. 31Do we, then, through
faithmake the law of no effect? in noway: but wemake it clear that the law
is important.

4
1What, then,maywe say that Abraham, our father after the flesh, has got?

2 For if Abraham got righteousness by works, he has reason for pride; but
not before God. 3 But what does it say in the holy Writings? And Abraham
had faith in God, and it was put to his account as righteousness. 4Now, the
reward is credited to himwhodoesworks, not as of grace but as a debt. 5But
to him who without working has faith in him who gives righteousness to
the evil-doer, his faith is put to his account as righteousness. 6As David says
that there is a blessing on theman towhose account God puts righteousness
without works, saying, 7 Happy are those who have forgiveness for their
wrongdoing, andwhose sins are covered. 8Happy is theman against whom
no sin is recorded by the Lord. 9 Is this blessing, then, for the circumcision
only, or in the same way for those who have not circumcision? for we say
that the faith of Abraham was put to his account as righteousness. 10How,
then, was it judged? when he had circumcision, or when he had it not? Not
when he had it, but when he did not have it: 11And he was given the sign of
circumcision as a witness of the faith which he had before he underwent
circumcision: so that he might be the father of all those who have faith,
though they have not circumcision, and so that righteousness might be put
to their account; 12And the father of circumcision to those who not only are
of the circumcision, but who keep to the way of that faith which our father
Abrahamhadbeforeheunderwent circumcision. 13ForGod'sword, that the
earthwould be his heritage, was given to Abraham, not through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if they who are of the law are the
people who get the heritage, then faith is made of no use, and the word of
God has no power; 15For the outcome of the law iswrath; but where there is
no law it will not be broken. 16For this reason it is of faith, so that it may be
through grace; and so that theword ofGodmaybe certain to all the seed; not
only to that which is of the law, but to that which is of the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, 17 (As it is said in the holy Writings, I have made
you a father of a number of nations) before him in whom he had faith, that
is, God, who gives life to the dead, and towhom the things which are not are
as if they were. 18Who without reason for hope, in faith went on hoping,
so that he became the father of a number of nations, as it had been said, So
will your seed be. 19And not being feeble in faith though his body seemed to
him little better than dead (he being about a hundred years old) and Sarah
was no longer able to have children: 20 Still, he did not give up faith in the
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undertakingofGod, butwasmade strongby faith, giving glory toGod, 21And
being certain that Godwas able to keep his word. 22Forwhich reason it was
put to his account as righteousness. 23Now, it was not because of him only
that this was said, 24 But for us in addition, to whose account it will be put,
if we have faith in himwhomade Jesus our Lord come back again from the
dead, 25Who was put to death for our evil-doing, and came to life again so
that wemight have righteousness.

5
1 For which reason, because we have righteousness through faith, let us

be at peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; 2 Through whom, in
the same way, we have been able by faith to come to this grace in which we
now are; and let us have joy in hope of the glory of God. 3And not only so,
but let us have joy in our troubles: in the knowledge that trouble gives us
the power ofwaiting; 4Andwaiting gives experience; and experience, hope:
5And hope does not put to shame; because our hearts are full of the love of
God through the Holy Spirit which is given to us. 6 For when we were still
without strength, at the right time Christ gave his life for evil-doers. 7Now it
is hard for anyone to give his life even for an upright man, though it might
be that for a goodman someonewould give his life. 8ButGodhasmade clear
his love to us, in that, when we were still sinners, Christ gave his life for us.
9Muchmore, if we nowhave righteousness by his blood, will salvation from
the wrath of God come to us through him. 10For if, when we were haters of
God, the death of his Son made us at peace with him, much more, now that
we are his friends, willwe have salvation throughhis life; 11Andnot only so,
butwe have joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, throughwhomwe are
now at peacewith God. 12For this reason, as through oneman sin came into
the world, and death because of sin, and so death came to all men, because
allhavedoneevil: 13Because, till the lawcame, sinwas inexistence, but sin is
notput to theaccountof anyonewhen there isno lawtobebroken. 14But still
death had power from Adam till Moses, even over those who had not done
wrong like Adam, who is a picture of him who was to come. 15But the free
giving of God is not like thewrongdoing ofman. For if, by thewrongdoing of
one man death came to numbers of men, much more did the grace of God,
and the free givingby thegraceof oneman, JesusChrist, come tomen. 16And
the free giving has not the same effect as the sin of one: for the effect of one
man's sin was punishment by the decision of God, but the free giving had
power to give righteousness to wrongdoers in great number. 17 For, if by
the wrongdoing of one, death was ruling through the one, much more will
those towhomhas come thewealth of grace and the giving of righteousness,
be ruling in life through the one, even Jesus Christ. 18 So then, as the effect
of one act of wrongdoing was that punishment came on all men, even so
the effect of one act of righteousness was righteousness of life for all men.
19Because, as numbers of men became sinners through the wrongdoing of
oneman, even sowill great numbers get righteousness through the keeping
of the word of God by one man. 20 And the law came in addition, to make
wrongdoing worse; but where there was much sin, there was much more
grace: 21That, as sinhadpower indeath, so gracemight havepower through
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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6
1Whatmaywe say, then? are we to go on in sin so that theremay bemore

grace? 2 In no way. How may we, who are dead to sin, be living in it any
longer? 3Orareyouwithout theknowledge that allwewhohadbaptism into
Christ Jesus, had baptism into his death? 4We have been placed with him
among the dead through baptism into death: so that as Christ came again
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we, in the sameway,might be living
in new life. 5For, if we have been made like him in his death, we will, in the
same way, be like him in his coming to life again; 6Being conscious that our
oldmanwas put to death on the crosswith him, so that the body of sinmight
be put away, and wemight no longer be servants to sin. 7Because he who is
dead is free from sin. 8But if we are dead with Christ, we have faith that we
will be living with him; 9Having knowledge that because Christ has come
back from the dead, he will never again go down to the dead; death has no
more power over him. 10For his death was a death to sin, but his life now is
a life which he is living to God. 11Even so see yourselves as dead to sin, but
living to God in Christ Jesus. 12For this cause do not let sin be ruling in your
body which is under the power of death, so that you give way to its desires;
13And do not give your bodies to sin as the instruments of wrongdoing, but
give yourselves to God, as those who are living from the dead, and your
bodies as instruments of righteousness to God. 14For sin may not have rule
over you: because you are not under law, but under grace. 15What then?
are we to go on in sin because we are not under law but under grace? Let it
not be so. 16Are you not conscious that you are the servants of him towhom
you give yourselves to do his desire? if to sin, the end being death, or if to do
the desire of God, the end being righteousness. 17But praise be to God that
though you were the servants of sin, you have now given yourselves freely
to that form of teaching under which you were placed; 18 And being made
free from sin you have been made the servants of righteousness. 19 I am
usingwords in thewayofmen, becauseyourflesh is feeble: as yougaveyour
bodies as servants towhat is unclean, and to evil to do evil, so nowgive them
as servants to righteousness to do what is holy. 20When you were servants
of sin you were free from righteousness. 21What fruit had you at that time
in the things which are now a shame to you? for the end of such things is
death. 22 But now, being free from sin, and having been made servants to
God, you have your fruit in that which is holy, and the end is eternal life.
23 For the reward of sin is death; but what God freely gives is eternal life in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

7
1 Is it not clear, my brothers (I am using an argument to those who have

knowledge of the law), that the law has power over a man as long as he is
living? 2 For the woman who has a husband is placed by the law under the
power of her husband as long as he is living; but if her husband is dead, she
is free from the law of the husband. 3 So if, while the husband is living, she
is joined to another man, she will get the name of one who is untrue to her
husband: but if the husband is dead, she is free from the law, so that she is
not untrue, even if she takes another man. 4 In the same way, my brothers,
youweremade dead to the law through the body of Christ, so that youmight
be joined to another, even to himwho came again from the dead, so that we
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might give fruit to God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the evil passions
which came into being through the law were working in our bodies to give
the fruit of death. 6 But now we are free from the law, having been made
dead to that which had power over us; so that we are servants in the new
way of the spirit, not in the old way of the letter. 7What then is to be said? is
the law sin? in no way. But I would not have had knowledge of sin but for
the law: for Iwouldnot havebeen conscious of desire if the lawhadnot said,
You may not have a desire for what is another's. 8But sin, taking its chance
through that which was ordered by the law, was working in me every form
of desire: becausewithout the law sin is dead. 9And therewas a timewhen I
was livingwithout the law: butwhen the law gave its orders, sin came to life
andputme todeath; 10And Imade thediscovery that the lawwhosepurpose
was to give life had become a cause of death: 11For I was tricked and put to
death by sin, which took its chance through the law. 12 But the law is holy,
and its orders are holy, upright, and good. 13Was then that which is good,
death to me? In no way. But the purpose was that sin might be seen to be
sin by working death to me through that which is good; so that through the
orders of the law sin might seem much more evil. 14 For we are conscious
that the law is of the spirit; but I am of the flesh, given into the power of sin.
15And I have no clear knowledge of what I am doing, for that which I have
a mind to do, I do not, but what I have hate for, that I do. 16 But, if I do that
which I have no mind to do, I am in agreement with the law that the law is
good. 17 So it is no longer I who do it, but the sin living in me. 18 For I am
conscious that in me, that is, in my flesh, there is nothing good: I have the
mind but not the power to do what is right. 19 For the good which I have a
mind to do, I do not: but the evil which I have nomind to do, that I do. 20But
if I dowhat I have nomind to do, it is no longer I who do it, but the sin living
inme. 21So I see a law that, though I have amind to do good, evil is present in
me. 22 In my heart I take pleasure in the law of God, 23But I see another law
inmybody,working against the lawofmymind, andmakingme the servant
of the law of sin which is in my flesh. 24How unhappy am I! who will make
me free from the body of this death? 25 I give praise to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. So with mymind I am a servant to the law of God, but with
my flesh to the law of sin.

8
1For this cause thosewho are in Christ Jesuswill not be judged as sinners.

2For the lawof the Spirit of life in Christ Jesushasmademe free from the law
of sin and death. 3For what the lawwas not able to do because it was feeble
through the flesh, God, sending his Son in the image of the evil flesh, and as
an offering for sin, gave his decision against sin in the flesh: 4 So that what
was ordered by the law might be done in us, who are living, not in the way
of the flesh, but in theway of the Spirit. 5For thosewho are living in theway
of the flesh give theirminds to the things of the flesh, but thosewho go in the
wayof theSpirit, to the thingsof theSpirit. 6For themindof theflesh isdeath,
but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace: 7 Because the mind of the flesh
is opposite to God; it is not under the law of God, and is not able to be: 8 So
that thosewho are in the flesh are not able to give pleasure to God. 9You are
not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if the Spirit of God is in you. But if any man
has not the Spirit of Christ he is not one of his. 10And if Christ is in you, the
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body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
11 But if the Spirit of him who made Jesus come again from the dead is in
you, he who made Christ Jesus come again from the dead will in the same
way, through his Spirit which is in you, give life to your bodies which now
are under the power of death. 12So then, my brothers, we are in debt, not to
the flesh to be living in the way of the flesh: 13For if you go in the way of the
flesh, death will come on you; but if by the Spirit you put to death the works
of the body, youwill have life. 14Andall thosewhoare guidedby the Spirit of
God are sons of God. 15For you did not get the spirit of servants again to put
you in fear, but the spirit of sons was given to you, by which we say, Abba,
Father. 16 The Spirit is witness with our spirit that we are children of God:
17And if we are children, we have a right to a part in the heritage; a part in
the things of God, together with Christ; so that if we have a part in his pain,
we will in the same way have a part in his glory. 18 I am of the opinion that
there is no comparison between the pain of this present time and the glory
which wewill see in the future. 19For the strong desire of every living thing
is waiting for the revelation of the sons of God. 20For every living thing was
put under the power of change, not by its desire, but by himwhomade it so,
in hope 21 That all living things will be made free from the power of death
and will have a part with the free children of God in glory. 22 For we are
conscious that all living things are weeping and sorrowing in pain together
till now. 23 And not only so, but we who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
even we have sorrow in our minds, waiting for the time when we will take
ourplaceas sons, that is, the salvationof ourbodies. 24Forour salvation isby
hope: but hopewhich is seen is not hope: forwho is hoping forwhat he sees?
25But ifwehavehope for thatwhichwe see not, thenwewill be able to go on
waiting for it. 26And in the sameway the Spirit is a help to our feeble hearts:
forwe are not able tomakeprayer toGod in the rightway; but the Spirit puts
our desires into words which are not in our power to say; 27And he who is
the searcher of hearts has knowledge of themind of the Spirit, because he is
making prayers for the saints in agreementwith themind of God. 28Andwe
are conscious that all thingsareworking together for good to thosewhohave
love for God, and have beenmarked out by his purpose. 29Because those of
whomhe had knowledge before they came into existence, weremarked out
by him to bemade like his Son, so that hemight be the first among a band of
brothers: 30And thosewhoweremarked out by himwere named; and those
who were named were given righteousness; and to those to whom he gave
righteousness, in the same way he gave glory. 31What may we say about
these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32Hewho did not keep back
his only Son, but gave him up for us all, will he not with him freely give us
all things? 33Whowill say anything against the saints of God? It is God who
makes us clear from evil; 34Who will give a decision against us? It is Christ
Jesus who not only was put to death, but came again from the dead, who is
now at the right hand of God, taking our part. 35Who will come between
us and the love of Christ? Will trouble, or pain, or cruel acts, or the need
of food or of clothing, or danger, or the sword? 36 As it is said in the holy
Writings, Because of you we are put to death every day; we are like sheep
ready for destruction. 37 But we are able to overcome all these things and
more through his love. 38For I am certain that not death, or life, or angels, or
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rulers, or things present, or things to come, or powers, 39Or things on high,
or things under the earth, or anything which is made, will be able to come
between us and the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I saywhat is true in Christ, and not what is false, mymind givingwitness

with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 That I am full of sorrow and pain without end.
3 For I have a desire to take on myself the curse for my brothers, my family
in the flesh: 4Who are Israelites: who have the place of sons, and the glory,
and the agreements with God, and the giving of the law, and the worship,
and the hope offered by God: 5Whose are the fathers, and of whom came
Christ in the flesh, who is over all, God, to whom be blessing for ever. So be
it. 6 But it is not as if the word of God was without effect. For they are not
all Israel, who are of Israel: 7And they are not all children because they are
the seed of Abraham; but, In Isaac will your seed be named. 8 That is, it is
not the children of the flesh, but the children of God's undertaking, who are
named as the seed. 9 For this is the word of God's undertaking, At this time
will I come, and Sarahwill have a son. 10And not only so, but Rebecca being
about to have a child by our father Isaac — 11Before the children had come
intoexistence, orhaddoneanythinggoodorbad, inorder thatGod'spurpose
and his selectionmight be effected, not byworks, but by himwhose purpose
it is, 12 It was said to her, The olderwill be the servant of the younger. 13Even
as it is said, I had love for Jacob, but for Esau I had hate. 14Whatmaywe say
then? is Godnot upright? let it not be said. 15For he says toMoses, Iwill have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and pity on whom I will have pity. 16 So
then, it is not by the desire or by the attempt ofman, but by themercy ofGod.
17For the holyWritings say to Pharaoh, For this same purpose did I put you
on high, so that I might make my power seen in you, and that there might
be knowledge of my name through all the earth. 18 So then, at his pleasure
he has mercy on a man, and at his pleasure he makes the heart hard. 19But
you will say to me, Why does he still make us responsible? who is able to
go against his purpose? 20But, Oman, who are you, to make answer against
God? May the thing which is made say to him who made it, Why did you
makeme so? 21Or has not the potter the right to make out of one part of his
earth a vessel for honour, and out of another a vessel for shame? 22What if
God, desiring to let his wrath and his power be seen, for a long time put up
with the vessels of wrath which were ready for destruction: 23And to make
clear the wealth of his glory to vessels of mercy, which he had before made
ready for glory, 24Even us, who were marked out by him, not only from the
Jews, but from the Gentiles? 25As he says in Hosea, They will be named my
people who were not my people, and she will be loved who was not loved.
26And in the place where it was said to them, You are not my people, there
theywill be named the sons of the livingGod. 27And Isaiah says about Israel,
Even if the number of the children of Israel is as the sand of the sea, only a
small part will get salvation: 28 For the Lord will give effect to his word on
the earth, putting an end to it and cutting it short. 29And, as Isaiah had said
before, If theLordofarmieshadnot givenusa seed,wewouldhavebeen like
Sodom and Gomorrah. 30What then may we say? That the nations who did
not go after righteousness have got righteousness, even the righteousness
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which is of faith: 31But Israel, going after a law of righteousness, did not get
it. 32Why? Because they were not searching for it by faith, but by works.
They came up against the stone which was in the way; 33As it is said, See, I
am putting in Zion a stone causing a fall, and a rock in the way: but he who
has faith in himwill not be put to shame.

10
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is, that they

may get salvation. 2For I givewitness of them that they have a strong desire
for God, but not with knowledge. 3Because, not having knowledge of God's
righteousness, and desiring to give effect to their righteousness, they have
not put themselves under the righteousness of God. 4For Christ is the end of
the lawfor righteousness toeveryonewhohas faith. 5ForMoses says that the
man who does the righteousness which is of the law will get life by it. 6But
the righteousness which is of faith says these words, Say not in your heart,
Whowill goup toheaven? (that is, tomakeChrist comedown:) 7Or,Whowill
go down into the deep? (that is, to make Christ come again from the dead:)
8 But what does it say? The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart: that is, the word of faith of which we are the preachers: 9Because, if
you saywith yourmouth that Jesus is Lord, and have faith in your heart that
God hasmade him come back from the dead, you will have salvation: 10For
with theheartmanhas faith toget righteousness, andwith themouthhesays
that Jesus is Lord to get salvation. 11Because it is said in the holy Writings,
Whoever has faith in himwill not be shamed. 12And the Jew is not different
from the Greek: for there is the same Lord of all, who is good to all who have
hope in his name: 13Because, Whoever will give worship to the name of the
Lord will get salvation. 14 But how will they give worship to him in whom
they have no faith? and howwill they have faith in him of whom they have
not hadnews? andhowwill theyhavenewswithout apreacher? 15Andhow
will there be preachers if they are not sent? As it is said, How beautiful are
the feet of those who give the glad news of good things. 16But they have not
all given ear to the good news. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has had faith in
our word? 17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
18But I say, Did not the word come to their ears? Yes, certainly: Their sound
has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.
19 But I say, Had Israel no knowledge? First Moses says, You will be moved
to envy by that which is not a nation, and by a foolish people I will make
you angry. 20 And Isaiah says without fear, Those who were not searching
for me made discovery of me; and I was seen by those whose hearts were
turned away fromme. 21But about Israel he says; All the daymyhands have
been stretched out to a peoplewhose heartswere turned away, andwho put
themselves against myword.

11
1So I say,HasGodputhis people onone side? Let therebeno such thought.

For I amof Israel, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2Godhas
not put away the people of his selection. Or have you no knowledge of what
is said about Elijah in the holy Writings? how he says words to God against
Israel, 3 Lord, they have put your prophets to death, and made waste your
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altars, and now I am the last, and they are searching forme to take awaymy
life. 4 But what answer does God make to him? I have still seven thousand
menwhose knees have not been bent to Baal. 5 In the sameway, there are at
this present time some who are marked out by the selection of grace. 6 But
if it is of grace, then it is no longer of works: or grace would not be grace.
7What then? Thatwhich Israel was searching for he did not get, but those of
the selection got it and the rest were made hard. 8As it was said in the holy
Writings, God gave thema spirit of sleep, eyeswhichmight not see, and ears
which have no hearing, to this day. 9AndDavid says, Let their table bemade
anet for taking them, anda stone in theirway, andapunishment: 10Let their
eyes bemade dark so that theymay not see, and let their back be bent down
at all times. 11 So I say, Were their steps made hard in order that they might
have a fall? In no way: but by their fall salvation has come to the Gentiles,
so that they might be moved to envy. 12Now, if their fall is the wealth of the
world, and their loss the wealth of the Gentiles, how much greater will be
the glory when they are made full? 13 But I say to you, Gentiles, in so far
as I am the Apostle of the Gentiles, I make much of my position: 14 If in any
way those who are of my flesh may be moved to envy, so that some of them
may get salvation byme. 15For, if by their putting away, the rest ofmen have
been made friends with God, what will their coming back again be, but life
from the dead? 16And if the first-fruit is holy, so is the mass: and if the root
is holy, so are the branches. 17But if some of the branches were broken off,
and you, an olive-tree of the fields, were put in among them, andwere given
a part with them in the root by which the olive-tree is made fertile, 18 Do
not be uplifted in pride over the branches: because it is not youwho are the
support of the root, but it is by the root that you are supported. 19 You will
say, Branches were broken off so that I might be put in. 20 Truly, because
they had no faith they were broken off, and you have your place by reason
of your faith. Do not be lifted up in pride, but have fear; 21For, if God did not
have mercy on the natural branches, he will not have mercy on you. 22 See
then that God is good but his rules are fixed: to those who were put away
he was hard, but to you he has been good, on the condition that you keep in
his mercy; if not, you will be cut off as they were. 23And they, if they do not
go on without faith, will be united to the tree again, because God is able to
put them in again. 24For if you were cut out of a field olive-tree, and against
the natural use were united to a good olive-tree, howmuchmore will these,
the natural branches, be united again with the olive-tree which was theirs?
25 For it is my desire, brothers, that this secret may be clear to you, so that
youmay not have pride in your knowledge, that Israel has beenmade hard
inpart, till all theGentiles have come in; 26And soall Israelwill get salvation:
as it is said in the holy Writings, There will come out of Zion the One who
makes free; by him wrongdoing will be taken away from Jacob: 27And this
is my agreement with them, when I will take away their sins. 28As far as the
good news is in question, they are cut off fromGod on account of you, but as
far as the selection is in question, they are loved on account of the fathers.
29BecauseGod's selection andhismerciesmaynot be changed. 30For as you,
in timepast,werenotunder the ruleofGod, butnowhavegotmercy through
their turning away, 31So in the sameway these have gone against the orders
of God, so that by themercy given to you theymaynowgetmercy. 32ForGod
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has let them all go against his orders, so that he might have mercy on them
all. 33Ohowdeep is thewealth of thewisdomandknowledge of God! no one
is able tomake discovery of his decisions, and hiswaysmay not be searched
out. 34Who has knowledge of the mind of the Lord? or who has taken part
in his purposes? 35Orwho has first given to him, and it will be given back to
himagain? 36For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things. To him
be the glory for ever. So be it.

12
1 For this reason I make request to you, brothers, by the mercies of God,

that you will give your bodies as a living offering, holy, pleasing to God,
which is the worship it is right for you to give him. 2 And let not your
behaviour be like that of this world, but be changed andmade new inmind,
so that by experience you may have knowledge of the good and pleasing
and complete purpose of God. 3 But I say to every one of you, through the
grace given to me, not to have an over-high opinion of himself, but to have
wise thoughts, as God has given to every one a measure of faith. 4 For, as
we have a number of parts in one body, but all the parts have not the same
use, 5Sowe, thoughwe are a number of persons, are one body in Christ, and
are dependent on one another; 6And having different qualities by reason of
the grace given to us, such as the quality of a prophet, let it be made use of
in relation to the measure of our faith; 7Or the position of a Deacon of the
church, let a man give himself to it; or he who has the power of teaching, let
himmake use of it; 8He who has the power of comforting, let him do so; he
who gives, let him give freely; he who has the power of ruling, let him do
it with a serious mind; he who has mercy on others, let it be with joy. 9 Let
love be without deceit. Be haters of what is evil; keep your minds fixed on
what is good. 10Be kind to one another with a brother's love, putting others
before yourselves in honour; 11 Be not slow in your work, but be quick in
spirit, as the Lord's servants; 12 Being glad in hope, quiet in trouble, at all
times given toprayer, 13Giving to theneedsof the saints, ready to takepeople
into your houses. 14Give blessing and not curses to those who are cruel to
you. 15 Take part in the joy of those who are glad, and in the grief of those
who are sorrowing. 16Be in harmony with one another. Do not have a high
opinionofyourselves, butbe inagreementwithcommonpeople. Donotgive
yourselves an air of wisdom. 17Do not give evil for evil to any man. Let all
your business bewell ordered in the eyes of allmen. 18As far as it is possible
for you be at peacewith allmen. 19Donot give punishment forwrongs done
to you, dear brothers, but give way to the wrath of God; for it is said in the
holy Writings, Punishment is mine, I will give reward, says the Lord. 20But
if one who has hate for you is in need of food or of drink, give it to him, for
in so doing you will put coals of fire on his head. 21Do not let evil overcome
you, but overcome evil by good.

13
1 Let everyone put himself under the authority of the higher powers,

because there is no power which is not of God, and all powers are ordered
byGod. 2Forwhich reason everyonewho puts himself against the authority
puts himself against the order of God: and those who are against it will get
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punishment for themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear to the good
work but to the evil. If you would have no fear of the authority, do good
and you will have praise; 4 For he is the servant of God to you for good. But
if you do evil, have fear; for the sword is not in his hand for nothing: he
is God's servant, making God's punishment come on the evil-doer. 5 So put
yourselves under the authority, not for fear of wrath, but because you have
the knowledge of what is right. 6 For the same reason, make payment of
taxes; because the authority is God's servant, to take care of such things at all
times. 7Give to all what is their right: taxes to himwhose they are, payment
to himwhose right it is, fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour is to be
given. 8Be in debt for nothing, but to have love for one another: for he who
has love for his neighbour has kept all the law. 9And this, Do not be untrue
in married life, Do not put to death, Do not take what is another's, Do not
have desire forwhat is another's, and if there is any other order, it is covered
by this word, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 10Love does no
wrong to his neighbour, so love makes the law complete. 11 See then that
the time has come for you to be awake from sleep: for now is your salvation
nearer than when you first had faith. 12 The night is far gone, and the day
is near: so let us put off the works of the dark, arming ourselves with light,
13With right behaviour as in the day; not in pleasure-making and drinking,
not in bad company and unclean behaviour, not in fighting and envy. 14But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not give thought to the flesh to do its
desires.

14
1 Do not put on one side him who is feeble in faith, and do not put him

in doubt by your reasonings. 2One man has faith to take all things as food:
anotherwho is feeble in faith takes only green food. 3Let not himwho takes
food have a low opinion of himwho does not: and let not himwho does not
take food be a judge of him who does; for he has God's approval. 4Who are
you tomakeyourself a judgeofanotherman's servant? it is tohismaster that
he is responsible for goodorbad. Yes, his placewill be safe, because theLord
is able to keep him from falling. 5This man puts one day before another: to
that man they are the same. Let everyman be certain in his mind. 6Hewho
keeps the day, keeps it to the Lord; and he who takes food, takes it as to the
Lord, for he gives praise to God; and he who does not take food, to the Lord
he takes it not, andgivespraise toGod. 7For everyman's life andeveryman's
death has a relation to others as well as to himself. 8As long as we have life
we are living to the Lord; or if we give up our life it is to the Lord; so if we
are living, or if our life comes to an end, we are the Lord's. 9 And for this
purpose Christ went into death and came back again, that he might be the
Lord of the dead and of the living. 10 But you, why do you make yourself
your brother's judge? or again, why have you no respect for your brother?
because we will all have to take our place before God as our judge. 11 For it
is said in the holy Writings, By my life, says the Lord, to me every knee will
be bent, and every tongue will give worship to God. 12 So every one of us
will have to give an account of himself to God. 13 Then let us not be judges
of one another any longer: but keep this in mind, that no man is to make
it hard for his brother, or give him cause for doubting. 14 I am conscious of
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this, and am certain in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself; but
for the man in whose opinion it is unclean, for him it is unclean. 15 And if
because of food your brother is troubled, then you are no longer going on in
the way of love. Do not let your food be destruction to him for whom Christ
went into death. 16Let it not be possible formen to say evil about your good:
17For the kingdomofGod is not food anddrink, but righteousness andpeace
and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18And he who in these things is Christ's servant,
is pleasing to God and has the approval of men. 19 So then, let us go after
the things which make peace, and the things by which we may be a help to
one another. 20 Do not let the work of God come to nothing on account of
food. All things are certainly clean; but it is evil for that man who by taking
food makes it hard for another. 21 It is better not to take meat or wine or to
do anything which might be a cause of trouble to your brother. 22 The faith
which you have, have it to yourself before God. Happy is themanwho is not
judgedby that towhichhe gives approval. 23But hewho is in doubt is judged
if he takes food, because he does it not in faith; and whatever is not of faith
is sin.

15
1 We who are strong have to be a support to the feeble, and not give

pleasure to ourselves. 2Let everyoneofus givepleasure tohisneighbour for
his good, to make him strong. 3 For Christ did not give pleasure to himself,
but, as it is said, The bitter words of those who were angry with you came
on me. 4 Now those things which were put down in writing before our
time were for our learning, so that through quiet waiting and through the
comfort of the holy Writings we might have hope. 5Nowmay the God who
gives comfort and strength in waiting make you of the samemind with one
another in harmony with Christ Jesus: 6 So that with one mouth you may
give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 So then, take
one another to your hearts, as Christ took us, to the glory of God. 8 Now I
say that Christ has been made a servant of the circumcision to give effect
to the undertakings given by God to the fathers, 9 And so that the Gentiles
might give glory to God for his mercy; as it is said, For this reason I will give
praise toyouamong theGentiles, and Iwillmakea song toyourname. 10And
again he says, Take part, you Gentiles, in the joy of his people. 11And again,
Give praise to the Lord, all you Gentiles; and let all the nations give praise
to him. 12And again Isaiah says, There will be the root of Jesse, and he who
comes to be the ruler over the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles put their
hope. 13Now may the God of hope make you full of joy and peace through
faith, so that all hope may be yours in the power of the Holy Spirit. 14And I
myself amcertainofyou, brothers, thatyouare full ofwhat is good, complete
in all knowledge, able to give direction to one another. 15But I have, in some
measure, less fear in writing to you to put these things before you again,
because of the grace which was given to me by God, 16 To be a servant of
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, doing the work of a priest in the good news of
God, so that the offering of theGentilesmight bepleasing toGod, beingmade
holy by the Holy Spirit. 17 So I have pride in Christ Jesus in the things which
are God's. 18And Iwill keepmyself from talking of anything but those things
which Christ has done by me to put the Gentiles under his rule in word and
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in act, 19By signs and wonders, in the power of the Holy Spirit; so that from
Jerusalemand roundabout as far as Illyricum Ihave given all the goodnews
ofChrist; 20Making itmypurposenot to take thegoodnewswhereChristwas
named, so that my workmight not be resting on that of others; 21But as it is
said in the holy Writings, They will see, to whom the news of him had not
been given, and those to whose ears it had not come will have knowledge.
22 For which reason I was frequently kept from coming to you: 23 But now,
having no longer any place in these parts and having had for a number of
years a great desire to come to you, 24Whenever I go to Spain (for it is my
hope to see you on my way, and to be sent on there by you, if first I may in
some measure have been comforted by your company) — 25But now I go to
Jerusalem, taking help for the saints. 26For it has been the good pleasure of
those of Macedonia and Achaia to send a certain amount of money for the
poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27 Yes, it has been their good pleasure;
and they are in their debt. For if the Gentiles have had a part in the things of
theSpiritwhichwere theirs, it is right for them, in the sameway, to give them
help in the things of the flesh. 28 So when I have done this, and have given
them this fruit of love, I will go on by you into Spain. 29And I am certain that
when I come, I will be full of the blessing of Christ. 30Now Imake request to
you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that you
will be working together with me in your prayers to God for me; 31 So that I
may be kept safe from those in Judaea who have not put themselves under
the rule of God, and that the help which I am taking for Jerusalem may be
pleasing to the saints; 32So that Imay come to you in joyby the goodpleasure
of God, and have rest with you. 33Nowmay the God of peace bewith you all.
So be it.

16
1 It is my desire to say a good word for Phoebe, who is a servant of the

church in Cenchreae: 2That you will take her in kindly, after the way of the
saints, as one who is the Lord's, and give her help in anything in which she
may have need of you: because she has been a help to a great number and
to myself. 3 Give my love to Prisca and Aquila, workers with me in Christ
Jesus, 4Who formy life put their necks in danger; to whom not only I but all
the churches of the Gentiles are in debt: 5And say a kindword to the church
which is in their house. Give my love to my dear Epaenetus, who is the first
fruit of Asia to Christ. 6Give my love to Mary, who gave much care to you.
7 Give my love to Andronicus and Junia, my relations, who were in prison
with me, who are noted among the Apostles, and whowere in Christ before
me. 8Givemy love toAmpliatus,who is dear tome in theLord, 9Givemy love
to Urbanus, a worker in Christ with us, and to my dear Stachys. 10Give my
love toApelles, whohas the approval of Christ. Say a kindword to thosewho
areof thehouseofAristobulus. 11Givemy love toHerodion,myrelation. Say
a kind word to those of the house of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12Give
my love to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Give my love to
my dear Persis, who did much work in the Lord. 13Give my love to Rufus,
one of the Lord's selection, and to his mother and mine. 14Give my love to
Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are
with them. 15 Give my love to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister,
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and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Give one another a
holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send their love to you. 17Now, it is my
desire, brothers, that you will take note of those who are causing division
and trouble among you, quite against the teaching which was given to you:
and keep away from them. 18 For such people are not servants of the Lord
Christ, but of their stomachs; and by their smooth and well-said words the
hearts of those who have no knowledge of evil are tricked. 19 For all have
knowledge of how you do what you are ordered. For this reason I have joy
in you, but it is my desire that youmay bewise in what is good, andwithout
knowledgeof evil. 20And theGodof peacewill be crushing Satanunder your
feet before long. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 21Timothy,
who is working with me, sends his love to you, so do Lucius and Jason and
Sosipater, my relations. 22 I, Tertius, who have done thewriting of this letter,
send love in the Lord. 23Gaius, with whom I am living, whose house is open
to all the church, sendshis love, so doesErastus, themanager of the accounts
of the town, and Quartus, the brother. 24 [] 25 Now to him who is able to
make you strong in agreementwith the good newswhich I gave you and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, in the light of the revelation of that secret which
has been kept through times eternal, 26 But is now made clear; and by the
writings of the prophets, by the order of the eternal God, the knowledge of
it has been given to all the nations, so that they may come under the rule of
the faith; 27To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory for ever.
So be it.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Sosthenes the

brother, 2To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been
madeholy inChrist Jesus, saints by the selectionofGod,withall thosewho in
every place give honour to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and
ours: 3Grace toyouandpeace fromGodourFatherand theLord JesusChrist.
4 I give praise to my God for you at all times, because of the grace of God
which has been given to you in Christ Jesus; 5So that in himyou havewealth
in all things, in word and in knowledge of every sort; 6 Even as the witness
of the Christ has beenmade certain among you: 7So that having every grace
you are living in the hope of the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8Who
will give you strength to the end, to be free fromall sin in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9God is true, through whom you have been given a part with
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10Now Imake request to you, my brothers, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you will all say the same thing, and
that there may be no divisions among you, so that you may be in complete
agreement, in the same mind and in the same opinion. 11 Because it has
come to my knowledge, through those of the house of Chloe, that there are
divisions among you, my brothers. 12 That is, that some of you say, I am of
Paul; some say, I am of Apollos; some say, I am of Cephas; and some say, I am
Christ's. 13 Is there a division in Christ? was Paul nailed to the cross for you?
or were you given baptism in the name of Paul? 14 I give praise to God that
not one of youhadbaptism fromme, but Crispus andGaius; 15So that no one
may be able to say that you had baptism in my name. 16And I gave baptism
to the house of Stephanas; but I am not certain that any others had baptism
from me. 17 For Christ sent me, not to give baptism, but to be a preacher of
the good news: not with wise words, for fear that the cross of Christ might
bemade of no value. 18For the word of the cross seems foolish to those who
are on the way to destruction; but to us who are on the way to salvation it is
the power of God. 19As it says in the holy Writings, I will put an end to the
wisdom of the wise, and will put on one side the designs of those who have
knowledge. 20Where is the wise? where is he who has knowledge of the
law? where is the man of this world who has a love of discussion? has not
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For because, by the purpose
of God, the world, with all its wisdom, had not the knowledge of God, it was
God's pleasure, by so foolish a thing as preaching, to give salvation to those
who had faith in him. 22Seeing that the Jewsmake request for signs, and the
Greeks are looking for knowledge: 23But we give the good news of Christ on
the cross, a hard thing to the Jews, anda foolish thing to theGentiles; 24But to
thoseofGod's selection, JewsandGreeks, Christ is thepowerand thewisdom
of God. 25 Because what seems foolish in God is wiser than men; and what
seems feeble inGod is stronger thanmen. 26Foryou seeGod's design for you,
mybrothers, that he has not taken a great number of thewise after the flesh,
not the strong, not the noble: 27But Godmade selection of the foolish things
of this world so that he might put the wise to shame; and the feeble things
that hemight put to shame the strong; 28And the low things of theworld, and
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the things without honour, did God make selection of, yes, even the things
which are not, so that he might make as nothing the things which are: 29 So
that no flesh might have glory before God. 30But God has given you a place
in Christ Jesus, through whom God has given us wisdom and righteousness
and salvation, andmade us holy: 31 So that, as it is said in the holyWritings,
Whoever has a desire for glory, let his glory be in the Lord.

2
1 And when I came to you, my brothers, I did not come with wise words

of knowledge, putting before you the secret of God. 2 For I had made the
decision to have knowledge of nothing among you but only of Jesus Christ
on the cross. 3 And I was with you without strength, in fear and in doubt.
4And in my preaching there were no honeyed words of wisdom, but I was
dependent on the power of the Spirit to make it clear to you: 5 So that your
faithmight bebasednot onman'swisdombut on thepower ofGod. 6But still
we have wisdom for those who are complete in knowledge, though not the
wisdom of this world, and not of the rulers of this world, who are coming
to nothing: 7 But we give the news of the secret wisdom of God, which he
had kept in store before the world came into existence, for our glory; 8 Of
which not one of the rulers of this world had knowledge: for if they had,
they would not have put the Lord of glory on the cross: 9 But as it says in
the holy Writings, Things which the eye saw not, and which had not come
to the ears or into the heart of man, such things as God has made ready
for those who have love for him. 10 But God has given us the revelation of
these things through his Spirit, for the Spirit makes search into all things,
even the deep things of God. 11 For who has knowledge of the things of a
man but the spirit of the man which is in him? in the same way, no one has
knowledge of the things of God but the Spirit of God. 12But we have not the
spirit of theworld, but theSpiritwhich comes fromGod, so thatwemayhave
knowledge of the thingswhich are freely given to us byGod. 13And these are
the things which we say, not in the language of man's wisdom, but in words
given to us by the Spirit, judging the things of the spirit by the help of the
Spirit. 14 For the natural man is not able to take in the things of the Spirit of
God: for they seem foolish to him, and he is not able to have knowledge of
them, because such knowledge comes only through the Spirit. 15But hewho
has the Spirit, though judging all things, is himself judged by no one. 16 For
who has knowledge of the mind of the Lord, so as to be his teacher? But we
have themind of Christ.

3
1And the teaching I gave you, my brothers, was such as I was able to give,

not to thosewhohave the Spirit, but to thosewhoare still in theflesh, even to
children in Christ. 2 I gave you milk and not meat, because you were, then,
unable to take it, and even now you are not able; 3 Because you are still in
the flesh: for when there is envy and division among you, are you not still
walking after the way of the flesh, even as natural men? 4 For when one
says, I am of Paul; and another says, I am of Apollos; are you not talking
like natural men? 5What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? They are but
servants who gave you the good news as God gave it to them. 6 I did the
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planting, Apollos did the watering, but God gave the increase. 7 So then
the planter is nothing, and the waterer is nothing; but God who gives the
increase. 8Now the planter and the waterer are working for the same end:
but theywill have their separate rewards in themeasure of theirwork. 9For
we are workers with God: you are God's planting, God's building. 10 In the
measure of the grace given to me, I, as a wise master-builder, have put the
base in position, and another goes on building on it. But let every man take
care what he puts on it. 11 For there is no other base for the building but
that which has been put down, which is Jesus Christ. 12 But on the base a
man may put gold, silver, stones of great price, wood, dry grass, cut stems;
13Every man's work will be made clear in that day, because it will be tested
by fire; and the fire itself will make clear the quality of every man's work.
14 If any man's work comes through the test, he will have a reward. 15 If the
fireputs an end to anyman'swork, itwill behis loss: but hewill get salvation
himself, though as by fire. 16Do you not see that you are God's holy house,
and that the Spirit of God has his place in you? 17 If anyonemakes the house
of God unclean, God will put an end to him; for the house of God is holy,
and you are his house. 18 Let no man have a false idea. If any man seems
to himself to be wise among you, let him become foolish, so that he may be
wise. 19For thewisdomof thisworld is foolish before God. As it is said in the
holy Writings, He who takes the wise in their secret designs: 20And again,
The Lord has knowledge of the reasonings of thewise, that they are nothing.
21So let no one take pride inmen. For all things are yours; 22Paul, or Apollos,
or Cephas, or theworld, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come;
all are yours; 23And you are Christ's; and Christ is God's.

4
1Let us be judged as servants of Christ, and as those who are responsible

for the secret things of God. 2 And it is right for such servants to be safe
persons. 3 But it is a small thing to me that I am judged by you or by man's
judging; I am not even a judge of myself. 4 For I am not conscious of any
wrong inmyself; but this does notmakeme clear, for it is the Lordwho ismy
judge. 5 For this reason let there be no judging before the time, till the Lord
comes, who will make clear the secret things of the dark, and the designs of
the heart; and thenwill everyman have his praise fromGod. 6My brothers,
it is because of you that I have takenApollos andmyself as examples of these
things, so that in us you might see that it is not wise to go farther than what
is in the holy Writings, so that no one of you may be lifted up against his
brother. 7 For who made you better than your brother? or what have you
that has not been given to you? but if it has been given to you, what cause
have you for pride, as if it had not been given to you? 8For even nowyou are
full, evennowyouhavewealth, youhavebeenmadekingswithout us: truly,
I would be glad if youwere kings, so thatwemight be kingswith you. 9For it
seems tome that God has put us the Apostles last of all, as menwhose fate is
death: for we are put on view to the world, and to angels, and to men. 10We
aremade to seem foolish for Christ, but you arewise in Christ; we are feeble,
but you are strong; you have glory, but we have shame. 11Even to this hour
we are without food, drink, and clothing, we are given blows and have no
certain resting-place; 12And with our hands we do the hardest work: when
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they giveus curseswegiveblessings,whenweundergopunishmentwe take
it quietly; 13When evil things are said about us we give gentle answers: we
aremadeas theunclean things of theworld, as that forwhichnoonehas any
use, even till now. 14 I am not saying these things to put you to shame, but so
that, as my dear children, you may see what is right. 15 For even if you had
ten thousand teachers in Christ, you have not more than one father: for in
Christ Jesus I have given birth to you through the good news. 16Somy desire
is that you takeme as your example. 17For this cause I have sent Timothy to
you, who ismy dear and true child in the Lord; hewill make clear to youmy
ways in Christ, even as I am teaching everywhere in every church. 18Now
some are full of pride, as if I was not coming to you. 19But I will come to you
in a short time, if it is pleasing to the Lord, and I will take note, not of the
word of those who are full of pride, but of the power. 20 For the kingdom of
God is not in word but in power. 21What is your desire? is my coming to be
with punishment, or is it to be in love and a gentle spirit?

5
1 It is said, in fact, that there is among you a sin of the flesh, such as is not

seen even among the Gentiles, that one of you has his father's wife. 2And in
place of feeling sorrow, you are pleased with yourselves, so that he who has
done this thinghasnot been sent away fromamongyou. 3For Imyself, being
present in spirit though not in body, have come to a decision about himwho
has done this thing; 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you have come
together with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5That this man is
to be handed over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit
may have forgiveness in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 This pride of yours is
not good. Do you not see that a little leavenmakes a change in all the mass?
7Take away, then, the old leaven, so that youmaybe anewmass, even as you
are without leaven. For Christ has been put to death as our Passover. 8 Let
us then keep the feast, not with old leaven, and not with the leaven of evil
thoughts and acts, butwith the unleavened bread of true thoughts and right
feelings. 9 In my letter I said to you that you were not to keep company with
thosewhogoafter thedesires of theflesh; 10But Ihadnot inmind the sinners
who are outside the church, or those who have a desire for and take the
property of others, or thosewho giveworship to images; for it is not possible
to keep away from such people without going out of the world completely:
11But the sense of my letter was that if a brother had the name of being one
who went after the desires of the flesh, or had the desire for other people's
property, or was in the way of using violent language, or being the worse
for drink, or took by force what was not his, you might not keep company
with such a one, or take food with him. 12For it is no business of mine to be
judging those who are outside; but it is yours to be judging those who are
among you; 13As for those who are outside, God is their judge. So put away
the evil man from among you.

6
1Howis it, that if anyoneofyouhasacauseat lawagainst another, he takes

it before a Gentile judge and not before the saints? 2 Is it not certain that the
saintswill be the judges of theworld? if then theworldwill be judgedbyyou,
are you unable to give a decision about the smallest things? 3 Is it not certain
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that we are to be the judges of angels? how much more then of the things
of this life? 4 If then there are questions to be judged in connection with the
things of this life, why do you put them in the hands of those who have no
position in the church? 5 I say this to put you to shame. Is there not among
you onewisemanwhomay be able to give a decision between his brothers?
6But a brotherwhohas a cause at lawagainst another takes it beforeGentile
judges. 7More than this, it is not to your credit to have causes at lawwith one
another at all. Why not put up with wrong? why not undergo loss? 8 So far
from doing this, you yourselves do wrong and take your brothers' property.
9Have younot knowledge that evil-doerswill havenopart in the kingdomof
God? Have no false ideas about this: no onewho goes after the desires of the
flesh, or gives worship to images, or is untrue whenmarried, or is less than
a man, or makes a wrong use of men, 10Or is a thief, or the worse for drink,
or makes use of strong language, or takes by force what is not his, will have
any part in the kingdomof God. 11And suchwere some of you; but you have
beenwashed, you have beenmade holy, you have been given righteousness
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 12 I am free
to do all things; but not all things are wise. I am free to do all things; but I
will not let myself come under the power of any. 13 Food is for the stomach
and the stomach for food, and God will put an end to them together. But the
body is not for the desires of the flesh, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the
body: 14AndGodwhomade the Lord Jesus come back from the deadwill do
the same for us by his power. 15Do you not see that your bodies are part of
the body of Christ? how then may I take what is a part of the body of Christ
and make it a part of the body of a loose woman? such a thing may not be.
16Or do you not see that he who is joined to a loose woman is one bodywith
her? for God has said, The two of themwill become one flesh. 17But he who
is united to the Lord is one spirit. 18Keep away from the desires of the flesh.
Every sinwhich aman does is outside of the body; but hewho goes after the
desires of thefleshdoes evil to his body. 19Orare younot conscious that your
body is a house for theHoly Spirit which is in you, andwhich has been given
to you by God? and you are not the owners of yourselves; 20 For a payment
has beenmade for you: let God be honoured in your body.

7
1Now, as to the things in your letter to me: It is good for a man to have

nothing to do with a woman. 2 But because of the desires of the flesh, let
everyman have his wife, and every woman her husband. 3Let the husband
give to the wife what is right; and let the wife do the same to the husband.
4 The wife has not power over her body, but the husband; and in the same
way the husband has not power over his body, but the wife. 5Do not keep
back from one another what is right, but only for a short time, and by
agreement, so that you may give yourselves to prayer, and come together
again; so that Satan may not get the better of you through your loss of self-
control. 6But this I say as my opinion, and not as an order of the Lord. 7 It is
my desire that all menmight be even as I am. But every man has the power
of his special way of life given him by God, one in this way and one in that.
8But I say to the unmarried and to thewidows, It is good for them to be even
as I am. 9But if they have not self-control let them get married; for married
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life is better than the burning of desire. 10But to the married I give orders,
though not I but the Lord, that the wife may not go away from her husband
11 (Or if she goes away from him, let her keep unmarried, or be united to
her husband again); and that the husband may not go away from his wife.
12But to the rest I say, and not the Lord; If a brother has a wife who is not a
Christian, and it is her desire to go on living with him, let him not go away
from her. 13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a Christian, and it
is his desire to go on living with her, let her not go away from her husband.
14For thehusbandwhohasnot faith ismadeholy throughhis Christianwife,
and the wife who is not a Christian is made holy through the brother: if not,
your children would be unholy, but now are they holy. 15But if the one who
is not a Christian has a desire to go away, let it be so: the brother or the sister
in such a position is not forced to do one thing or the other: but it is God's
pleasure that we may be at peace with one another. 16 For how may you be
certain, O wife, that you will not be the cause of salvation to your husband?
or you, O husband, that you may not do the same for your wife? 17Only, as
the Lord has given to aman, and as is the purpose of God for him, so let him
go on living. And these aremy orders for all the churches. 18 If anymanwho
is a Christian has had circumcision, let him keep so; and if anymanwho is a
Christianhasnothad circumcision, let himmakeno change. 19Circumcision
is nothing, and its opposite is nothing, but only doing the orders of God is of
value. 20 Let every man keep the position in which he has been placed by
God. 21 If you were a servant when you became a Christian, let it not be a
grief to you; but if you have a chance to become free, make use of it. 22 For
he who was a servant when he became a Christian is the Lord's free man;
and he who was free when he became a Christian is the Lord's servant. 23 It
is the Lord who has made payment for you: be not servants of men. 24My
brothers, let every man keep in that condition which is the purpose of God
for him. 25Now about virgins I have no orders from the Lord: but I give my
opinion as one towhom the Lord has givenmercy to be true to him. 26 Inmy
opinion then, because of the present trouble, it is good for a man to keep as
he is. 27 If you aremarried to awife, make no attempt to get free fromher: if
you are free from a wife, do not take a wife. 28 If you get married it is not a
sin; and if an unmarried woman gets married it is not a sin. But those who
do sowill have trouble in the flesh. But I will not be hard on you. 29But I say
this, my brothers, the time is short; and from now it will be wise for those
who have wives to be as if they had them not; 30 And for those who are in
sorrow, to give no signs of it; and for those who are glad, to give no signs
of joy; and for those who are getting property, to be as if they had nothing;
31And for those who make use of the world, not to be using it fully; for this
world's way of life will quickly come to an end. 32But it is my desire for you
to be free from cares. The unmarriedman gives hismind to the things of the
Lord, howhemaygivepleasure to theLord: 33But themarriedmangiveshis
attention to the things of this world, how he may give pleasure to his wife.
34 And the wife is not the same as the virgin. The virgin gives her mind to
the things of the Lord, so that she may be holy in body and in spirit: but the
marriedwoman takes thought for the things of theworld, how shemay give
pleasure to her husband. 35Now I say this for your profit; not tomake things
hard for you, but because ofwhat is right, and so that youmaybeable to give
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all your attention to the things of the Lord. 36 But if, in any man's opinion,
he is not doing what is right for his virgin, if she is past her best years, and
there is need for it, let him do what seems right to him; it is no sin; let them
be married. 37 But the man who is strong in mind and purpose, who is not
forced but has control over his desires, does well if he comes to the decision
to keep her a virgin. 38 So then, he who gets married to his virgin does well,
and he who keeps her unmarried does better. 39 It is right for a wife to be
with her husband as long as he is living; but when her husband is dead, she
is free to bemarried to another; but only to aChristian. 40But itwill be better
for her to keep as she is, in my opinion: and it seems to me that I have the
Spirit of God.

8
1 Now about things offered to images: we all seem to ourselves to have

knowledge. Knowledge gives pride, but love gives true strength. 2 If
anyone seems to himself to have knowledge, so far he has not the right sort
of knowledge about anything; 3 But if anyone has love for God, God has
knowledge of him. 4 So, then, as to the question of taking food offered to
images, we are certain that an image is nothing in the world, and that there
is no God but one. 5 For though there are those who have the name of gods,
in heaven or on earth, as there are a number of gods and a number of lords,
6There is for us only one God, the Father, of whom are all things, andwe are
for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we
have our being through him. 7 Still, all men have not that knowledge: but
some, being used till now to the image, are conscious that they are taking
food which has been offered to the image; and because they are not strong
in the faith, theirminds are troubled. 8But God's approval of us is not based
on the food we take: if we do not take it we are no worse for it; and if we
take it we are no better. 9But take care that this power of yours does not give
cause for trouble to the feeble. 10For if aman sees you,whohaveknowledge,
taking food as a guest in the house of an image, will it not give him, if he is
feeble, the idea that he may take food offered to images? 11And so, through
your knowledge, you are the cause of destruction to your brother, forwhom
Christ underwent death. 12And in this way, doing evil to the brothers, and
causing trouble to thosewhose faith is feeble, you are sinning against Christ.
13 For this reason, if food is a cause of trouble to my brother, I will give up
takingmeat for ever, so that I may not be a cause of trouble to my brother.

9
1Am I not free? am I not an Apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are

you not mywork in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an Apostle, at least I am
one toyou: for the fact that youareChristians is the sign that I amanApostle.
3My answer to those who are judging me is this. 4Have we no right to take
foodanddrink? 5Havewenoright to takeaboutwithusaChristianwife, like
the rest of the Apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? 6Or I only
and Barnabas, have we no right to take a rest from work? 7Who ever goes
to war without looking to someone to be responsible for his payment? who
puts in vines and does not take the fruit of them? orwho takes care of sheep
without drinking of theirmilk? 8Am I talking as aman? does not the law say
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the same? 9For it says in the law of Moses, It is not right to keep the ox from
taking the grain when he is crushing it. Is it for the oxen that God is giving
orders? 10Or has he us inmind? Yes, it was said for us; because it is right for
the ploughman to do his ploughing in hope, and for himwho is crushing the
grain to do his work hoping for a part in the fruits of it. 11 If we have been
planting the things of the Spirit for you, does it seem a great thing for you to
giveus apart in your things of thisworld? 12 If others have apart in this right
over you, have we not even more? But we did not make use of our right, so
that we might put nothing in the way of the good news of Christ. 13Do you
not see that the servants of the holy things get their living from the Temple,
and the servants of the altar have their part in the food which is offered on
the altar? 14Even so did the Lord give orders that the preachers of the good
news might get their living from the good news. 15But I have not made use
of any of these things: and I am not writing this in the hope that it may be
so for me: for it would be better for me to undergo death, than for any man
to make this pride of mine of no effect. 16 For if I am a preacher of the good
news, I have no cause for pride in this; because I am forced to do so, for a
curse is on me if I do not. 17But if I do it gladly, I have a reward; and if not, I
am under orders to do it. 18What then is my reward? This, that when I am
giving the good news, I may give it without payment, not making use of my
rights as a preacher of the good news. 19For though I was free from all men,
I made myself a servant to all, so that more might have salvation. 20And to
the Jews I was as a Jew, so that I might give the good news to them; to those
under the law Iwas the same, not as beingmyself under the law, but so that I
might give the good news to those under the law. 21To thosewithout the law
I was as one without the law, not as being without law to God, but as under
law to Christ, so that I might give the good news to those without the law.
22To the feeble, I was as onewho is feeble, so that theymight have salvation:
I have been all things to all men, so that some at least might have salvation.
23And I do all things for the cause of the good news, so that Imay have a part
in it. 24Do you not see that in a running competition all take part, but only
one gets the reward? So let yourminds be fixed on the reward. 25And every
man who takes part in the sports has self-control in all things. Now they do
it to get a crown which is of this world, but we for an eternal crown. 26 So
then I am running, not uncertainly; so I am fighting, not as one who gives
blows in the air: 27 But I give blows to my body, and keep it under control,
for fear that, after having given the good news to others, I myself might not
have God's approval.

10
1 For it is my desire, my brothers, that you may keep in mind how all our

fathers were under the cloud, and they all went through the sea; 2And they
all had baptism from Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3And they all took
the same holy food; 4And the same holy drink: for they all took of the water
from the holy rock which came after them: and the rock was Christ. 5 But
with most of them God was not pleased: for they came to their end in the
waste land. 6Now these things were for an example to us, so that our hearts
might not go after evil things, as they did. 7Thendonot go after false gods, as
someof themdid; as it is said in the holyWritings, After resting and feasting,
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the people got up to take their pleasure. 8 Again, let us not give way to the
desires of the flesh, as some of them did, of whom twenty-three thousand
came to their end in one day. 9 And let us not put the Lord to the test, as
some of them did, and came to their death by snakes. 10And do not say evil
things against theLord, as someof themdid, anddestructionovertook them.
11Now these thingswere done as an example; andwere put down inwriting
for our teaching, onwhom the last days have come. 12So let himwho seems
to himself to be safe go in fear of a fall. 13 You have been put to no test but
such as is common to man: and God is true, who will not let any test come
on you which you are not able to undergo; but he will make with the test a
way out of it, so that you may be able to go through it. 14 For this cause, my
dear brothers, give no worship to false gods. 15What I am saying is for wise
men, do you be the judges of it. 16The cup of blessing which we take, does it
not give us a part in the blood of Christ? and is not the broken bread a taking
part in thebodyof Christ? 17Becausewe, being anumber of persons, are one
bread, we are one body: for we all take part in the one bread. 18 See Israel
after the flesh: do not those who take as food the offerings of the altar take a
part in the altar? 19Do I say, then, that what is offered to images is anything,
or that the image is anything? 20What I say is that the things offered by the
Gentiles are offered to evil spirits and not to God; and it is not my desire
for you to have any part with evil spirits. 21 It is not possible for you, at the
same time, to take the cup of the Lord and the cup of evil spirits; you may
not take part in the table of the Lord and the table of evil spirits. 22Or may
we be the cause of envy to the Lord? are we stronger than he? 23We are
free to do all things, but there are things which it is not wise to do. We are
free to do all things, but not all things are for the common good. 24 Let a
man give attention not only to what is good for himself, but equally to his
neighbour's good. 25Whatever meat may be had at the public market, take
as foodwithout question of right or wrong; 26For the earth is the Lord's and
all things in it. 27 If a Gentile makes a feast for you, and you are pleased to
go as a guest, take whatever is put before you, without question of right or
wrong. 28But if anyone says to you, This food has been used as an offering,
do not take it, on account of him who said it, and on account of his sense of
right andwrong: 29Right andwrong, I say, not for you, but for theotherman;
for the fact that I am free is not dependent on another man's sense of right
or wrong. 30But if I give praise to God for the food which I take, let no man
say evil ofme for that reason. 31So then, if it is a question of food or drink, or
any other thing, whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32Give no cause
of trouble to Jews, or to Greeks, or to the church of God. 33Even as I giveway
to all men in all things, not looking for profit for myself, but for the good of
others, that theymay get salvation.

11
1 So take me for your example, even as I take Christ for mine. 2Now I am

pleased to see that you keep me in memory in all things, and that you give
attention to the teaching which was handed down from me to you. 3 But it
is important for you to keep this fact in mind, that the head of every man is
Christ; and the head of the woman is theman, and the head of Christ is God.
4 Every man who takes part in prayer, or gives teaching as a prophet, with
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his head covered, puts shame on his head. 5But every woman who does so
with her head unveiled, puts shame on her head: for it is the same as if her
hair was cut off. 6 For if a woman is not veiled, let her hair be cut off; but if
it is a shame to a woman to have her hair cut off, let her be veiled. 7 For it
is not right for a man to have his head covered, because he is the image and
glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. 8 For the man did not
come from the woman, but the woman from the man. 9 And the man was
not made for the woman, but the woman for theman. 10For this reason it is
right for the woman to have a sign of authority on her head, because of the
angels. 11But the woman is not separate from the man, and the man is not
separate from thewoman in the Lord. 12For as the woman is from theman,
so the man is through the woman; but all things are from God. 13Be judges
yourselves of the question: does it seem right for a woman to take part in
prayer unveiled? 14Does it not seem natural to you that if a man has long
hair, it is a cause of shame to him? 15 But if a woman has long hair, it is a
glory to her: for her hair is given to her for a covering. 16But if anymanwill
not be ruled in this question, this is not our way of doing things, and it is not
done in the churches ofGod. 17But in giving you this order, there is one thing
about which I am not pleased: it is that when you come together it is not for
the better but for the worse. 18 For first of all, it has come to my ears that
when you come together in the church, there are divisions among you, and
I take the statement to be true in part. 19For divisions are necessary among
you, in order that thosewhohaveGod's approvalmaybe clearly seenamong
you. 20 But now, when you come together, it is not possible to take the holy
meal of the Lord: 21 For when you take your food, everyone takes his meal
before the other; and one has not enough food, and another is the worse for
drink. 22What? have you not houses to take your meals in? or have you no
respect for the church of God, putting the poor to shame? What am I to say
to you? am I to give you praise? certainly not. 23For it was handed down to
me from the Lord, as I gave it to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when
Judas was false to him, took bread, 24And when it had been broken with an
act of praise, he said, This is my body which is for you: do this in memory
of me. 25 In the same way, with the cup, after the meal, he said, This cup is
the new testament inmy blood: do this, whenever you take it, inmemory of
me. 26For whenever you take the bread and the cup you give witness to the
Lord's death till he comes. 27 If, then, anyone takes the bread or the cup of
the Lord in the wrong spirit, he will be responsible for the body and blood
of the Lord. 28But let no man take of the bread and the cup without testing
himself. 29For aman puts himself in danger, if he takes part in the holymeal
without being conscious that it is the Lord's body. 30For this cause a number
of youare feeble and ill, andanumberaredead. 31But ifwewere true judges
of ourselves, punishment would not come on us. 32But if punishment does
come, it is sent by the Lord, so thatwemay be safewhen theworld is judged.
33So then,mybrothers,whenyoucome together to theholymealof theLord,
let there be waiting for one another. 34 If any man is in need of food, let
him take his meal in his house; so that you may not come together to your
damage. And the rest I will put in order when I come.
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12
1 But about the things of the spirit, my brothers, it is not right for you

to be without teaching. 2 You are conscious that when you were Gentiles,
in whatever way you were guided, you went after images without voice or
power. 3 So it is my desire for you to be clear about this; that no one is able
to say by the Spirit of God that Jesus is cursed; and no one is able to say that
Jesus is Lord, but by theHoly Spirit. 4Now there are different qualities given
to men, but the same Spirit. 5And there are different sorts of servants, but
the same Lord. 6And there are different operations, but the same God, who
is working all things in all. 7 But to every man some form of the Spirit's
working is given for the common good. 8 For to one are given words of
wisdom through the Spirit; and to another words of knowledge through the
same Spirit: 9To another faith in the same Spirit; and to another the power
of taking away disease, by the one Spirit; 10 And to another the power of
working wonders; and to another the prophet's word; and to another the
power of testing spirits; to another different sorts of tongues; and to another
the power of making clear the sense of the tongues: 11 But all these are the
operations of the one and the same Spirit, giving to everyman separately as
his pleasure is. 12 For as the body is one, and has a number of parts, and all
the parts make one body, so is Christ. 13 For through the baptism of the one
Spirit we were all formed into one body, Jews or Greeks, servants or free
men, and were all made full of the same Spirit. 14 For the body is not one
part, but a number of parts. 15 If the foot says, Because I am not the hand,
I am not a part of the body; it is no less a part of the body. 16 And if the
ear says, Because I am not the eye, I am not a part of the body; it is a part
of the body all the same. 17 If all the body was an eye, where would be the
hearing? if all was hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God
has put every one of the parts in the body as it was pleasing to him. 19And
if they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 But now they are
all different parts, but one body. 21 And the eye may not say to the hand, I
have no need of you: or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22No, those parts which seem to be feeble are the more necessary; 23And to
those parts of the bodywhich seem to have less honourwe give all themore
honour; and to those parts of the body which are a cause of shame to us we
give the greater respect; 24 But those parts of the body which are beautiful
have no need of such care: and so the body has been joined together by
God in such a way as to give more honour to those parts which had need
of it; 25So that theremight be no division in the body; but all the partsmight
have the same care for one another. 26And if there is pain in one part of the
body, all the parts will be feeling it; or if one part is honoured, all the parts
will be glad. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and every one of you the
separate parts of it. 28And God has put some in the church, first, Apostles;
second, prophets; third, teachers; then those with wonder-working powers,
then thosewith thepowerof takingawaydisease, helpers,wiseguides, users
of strange tongues. 29 Are all Apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers?
have all the power ofworkingwonders? 30Are all able to take awaydisease?
have all the power of tongues? are all able to give their sense? 31But let your
desires be turned to themore important things given by the Spirit. And now
I am pointing out to you an even better way.
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13
1 If I make use of the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I

am like sounding brass, or a loud-tongued bell. 2 And if I have a prophet's
power, and have knowledge of all secret things; and if I have all faith, by
which mountains may be moved from their place, but have not love, I am
nothing. 3And if I give all my goods to the poor, and if I give my body to be
burned, but have not love, it is of no profit to me. 4 Love is never tired of
waiting; love is kind; love has no envy; love has no high opinion of itself,
love has no pride; 5Love's ways are ever fair, it takes no thought for itself; it
is not quicklymade angry, it takes no account of evil; 6 It takes no pleasure in
wrongdoing, but has joy inwhat is true; 7Love has the power of undergoing
all things, having faith in all things, hoping all things. 8Though the prophet's
word may come to an end, tongues come to nothing, and knowledge have
no more value, love has no end. 9 For our knowledge is only in part, and
the prophet's word gives only a part of what is true: 10But when that which
is complete is come, then that which is in part will be no longer necessary.
11When Iwas a child, Imadeuse of a child's language, I had a child's feelings
and a child's thoughts: now that I am aman, I have put away the things of a
child. 12 For nowwe see things in a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now
my knowledge is in part; then it will be complete, even as God's knowledge
ofme. 13But nowwe still have faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest
of these is love.

14
1Go after love; still desiring to have the things which the Spirit gives, but

most of all that you may have the prophet's power. 2 For he who makes use
of tongues is not talking to men but to God; because no one has the sense
of what he is saying; but in the Spirit he is talking of secret things. 3 But
the word of the prophet gives men knowledge and comfort and strength.
4He who makes use of tongues may do good to himself; but he who gives
the prophet's word does good to the church. 5 Now though it is my desire
for you all to have the power of tongues, it would give me more pleasure
to be hearing the prophet's word from you; for this is a greater thing than
using tongues, if the sense is not given at the same time, for the good of the
church. 6But, now, my brothers, if I come to you using tongues, what profit
will it be to you, if I do not give you a revelation, or knowledge, or the word
of the prophet, or teaching? 7Even things without life, having a voice, such
as amusic-pipe or other instrument, if they do not give out different sounds,
whomay be certain what is being played? 8For if the war-horn gives out an
uncertainnote,whowill get ready for thefight? 9So if you, in using a strange
tongue, say words which have no sense, how will anyone take in what you
are saying? for youwill be talking to theair. 10Thereare, itmaybe, anumber
of different voices in the world, and no voice is without sense. 11 But if the
sense of the voice is not clear to me, I am like a man from a strange country
to himwho is talking, and hewill be the same tome. 12So if you are desiring
the things which the Spirit gives, let yourminds be turned first to the things
which are for the good of the church. 13 For this reason, let the man who
has the power of using tongues make request that hemay, at the same time,
be able to give the sense. 14 For if I make use of tongues in my prayers, my
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spirit makes the prayer, but not my mind. 15What then? let my prayer be
from the spirit, and equally from the mind; let my song be from the spirit,
and equally frommind. 16For if you give a blessing with the spirit, howwill
the man who has no knowledge say, So be it, after your prayer, seeing that
he has not taken inwhat you are saying? 17For your giving of the blessing is
certainly well done, but of no profit to themanwithout knowledge. 18 I give
praise to God that I am able tomake use of tonguesmore than you all: 19But
in the church itwouldbebetter forme tomakeuseoffivewordsofwhich the
sense was clear, so that others might have profit, than ten thousand words
in a strange tongue. 20My brothers, do not be children in mind: in evil be
as little children, but in mind be of full growth. 21 In the law it is said, By
men of other tongues and by strange lips will mywords come to this people;
and not even so will they give ear to me, says the Lord. 22 For this reason
tongues are for a sign, not to those who have faith, but to those who have
not: but the prophet's word is for those who have faith, and not for the rest
who have not. 23 If, then, the church has come together, and all are using
tongues, and there come in men without knowledge or faith, will they not
say that you are unbalanced? 24 But if all are teaching as prophets, and a
man without faith or knowledge comes in, he is tested by all, he is judged
by all; 25The secrets of his heart are made clear; and he will go down on his
face and give worship to God, saying that God is truly among you. 26What
is it then, my brothers? when you come together everyone has a holy song,
or a revelation, or a tongue, or is giving the sense of it. Let everything be
done for the common good. 27 If any man makes use of a tongue, let it not
be more than two, or at the most three, and in turn; and let someone give
the sense: 28But if there is no one to give the sense, let him keep quiet in the
church; and let his words be to himself and to God. 29And let the prophets
give theirwords, but notmore than twoor three, and let the others be judges
of what they say. 30But if a revelation is given to anotherwho is seated near,
let the first be quiet. 31 For you may all be prophets in turn so that all may
get knowledge and comfort; 32And the spirits of the prophets are controlled
by the prophets; 33For God is not a Godwhoseways are without order, but a
God of peace; as in all the churches of the saints. 34Let women keep quiet in
the churches: for it is not right for them to be talking; but let them be under
control, as it says in the law. 35And if they have a desire for knowledge about
anything, let them put questions to their husbands privately: for talking in
the church puts shame on awoman. 36What? was it from you that theword
ofGodwent out? ordid it only come in to you? 37 If anyman seems tohimself
to be a prophet or to have the Spirit, let him take note of the things which I
amwriting to you, as being theword of the Lord. 38But if anyman iswithout
knowledge, let him be so. 39 So then, my brothers, let it be your chief desire
to be prophets; but let no onebe stopped fromusing tongues. 40Let all things
be done in the right and ordered way.

15
1Now I am going to make clear to you, my brothers, what the good news

was which I gave to you, and which you took, and on which your faith is
based, 2Bywhich you have salvation; that is to say, the form in which it was
given to you, if it is fixed in your minds, and if your faith in it is not without
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effect. 3For I gave to youfirst of allwhatwashandeddown tome, howChrist
underwent death for our sins, as it says in theWritings; 4And he was put in
the place of the dead; and on the third day he came back from the dead, as it
says in theWritings; 5Andhewas seen by Cephas; then by the twelve; 6Then
bymore thanfive hundred brothers at the same time,most ofwhomare still
living, but some are sleeping; 7 Then he was seen by James; then by all the
Apostles. 8 And last of all, as by one whose birth was out of the right time,
he was seen byme. 9For I am the least of the Apostles, having no right to be
named an Apostle, because of my cruel attacks on the church of God. 10But
by the grace of God, I amwhat I am: andhis gracewhichwas given tomehas
not been for nothing; for I didmore work than all of them; though not I, but
the grace of God which was with me. 11 If then it is I who am the preacher,
or they, this is our word, and to this you have given your faith. 12Now if the
good news says that Christ came back from the dead, how do some of you
say that there is no coming back from the dead? 13But if there is no coming
back from the dead, then Christ has not come back from the dead: 14And if
Christ did not come again from the dead, then our good news and your faith
in it are of no effect. 15 Yes, and we are seen to be false witnesses of God;
because we gave witness of God that by his power Christ came again from
the dead: which is not true if there is no coming back from the dead. 16For if
it is not possible for the dead to come to life again, then Christ has not come
to life again: 17And if that is so, your faith is of no effect; you are still in your
sins. 18And, in addition, the dead in Christ have gone to destruction. 19 If in
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all menmost unhappy. 20But
now Christ has truly come back from the dead, the first-fruits of those who
are sleeping. 21For as byman came death, so byman there is a coming back
from the dead. 22For as in Adamdeath comes to all, so in Christ will all come
back to life. 23But every man in his right order: Christ the first-fruits; then
those who are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then comes the end, when he will
give up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he will have put an end
to all rule and to all authority and power. 25For his rule will go on till he has
put all those who are against him under his feet. 26 The last power to come
to an end is death. 27 For, as it says, He has put all things under his feet. But
when he says, All things are put under him, it is clear that it is not said about
him who put all things under him. 28 And when all things have been put
under him, thenwill the Son himself be under himwho put all things under
him, so that God may be all in all. 29Again, what will they do who are given
baptism for the dead? if the dead do not come back at all, why are people
given baptism for them? 30 And why are we in danger every hour? 31 Yes,
truly, byyourpride inme,mybrothers inChrist Jesus ourLord,my life is one
long death. 32 If, after the way of men, I was fighting with beasts at Ephesus,
what profit is it to me? If the dead do not come to life again, let us take our
pleasure in feasting, for tomorrow we come to an end. 33Do not be tricked
by false words: evil company does damage to good behaviour. 34Be awake
to righteousness and keep yourselves from sin; for somehaveno knowledge
of God: I say this to put you to shame. 35 But someone will say, How do the
dead come back? and with what sort of body do they come? 36Foolish man,
it is necessary for the seed which you put into the earth to undergo death in
order that it may come to life again: 37And when you put it into the earth,
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youdonot put in thebodywhich itwill be, but only the seed, of grainor some
other sort of plant; 38 But God gives it a body, as it is pleasing to him, and
to every seed its special body. 39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is
one flesh of men, another of beasts, another of birds, and another of fishes.
40 And there are bodies of heaven and bodies of earth, but the glory of the
one is different from that of the other. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and
another gloryof themoon, andanother gloryof the stars; for the gloryof one
star is different from that of another. 42So is itwith the comingback from the
dead. It is planted in death; it comes again in life: 43 It is planted in shame; it
comes again in glory: feeblewhen it is planted, it comes again in power: 44 It
is planted a natural body; it comes again as a body of the spirit. If there is a
natural body, there is equally a body of the spirit. 45And so it is said, Thefirst
man Adamwas a living soul. The last Adam is a life-giving spirit. 46But that
which is natural comes before that which is of the spirit. 47The first man is
from the earth, and of the earth: the second man is from heaven. 48 Those
who are of the earth are like the man who was from the earth: and those
who are of heaven are like the one from heaven. 49And in the same way as
we have taken on us the image of theman from the earth, so wewill take on
us the image of the one from heaven. 50Now I say this, my brothers, that it
is not possible for flesh and blood to have a part in the kingdom of God; and
death may not have a part in life. 51 See, I am giving you the revelation of a
secret: we will not all come to the sleep of death, but we will all be changed.
52 In a second, in the shutting of an eye, at the sound of the last horn: for at
that sound the dead will come again, free for ever from the power of death,
and wewill be changed. 53For this body which comes to destruction will be
made free from the power of death, and the man who is under the power
of death will put on eternal life. 54But when this has taken place, then that
whichwas said in theWritingswill come true, Death is overcomeby life. 55O
death, where is your power? O death, where are your pains? 56The pain of
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: 57But praise be toGodwho gives
us strength to overcome through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58For this cause, my
dear brothers, be strong in purpose and unmoved, ever giving yourselves to
the work of the Lord, because you are certain that your work is not without
effect in the Lord.

16
1 Now about the giving of money for the saints, as I gave orders to the

churches of Galatia, so do you. 2On the first day of the week, let every one
of you put by him in store, in measure as he has done well in business, so
that itmay not be necessary to getmoney togetherwhen I come. 3Andwhen
I come, I will send the men of your selection with letters to take the money
you have got together to Jerusalem. 4And if it is possible for me to go there,
they will go with me. 5 But I will come to you after I have gone through
Macedonia, for that is my purpose; 6 But I may be with you for a time, or
even for the winter, so that youmay see me onmyway, wherever I go. 7For
it is notmydesire to see younow, onmyway; because it ismyhope tobewith
you for some time, if that is the Lord's pleasure. 8But I will be at Ephesus till
Pentecost; 9 For a great and important door there is open to me, and there
are a number of people against me. 10Now if Timothy comes, see that he is
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with you without fear; because he is doing the Lord's work, even as I am:
11See then that he has the honourwhich is right. But send him on hisway in
peace, so that hemay come tome: for I am looking forhimwith thebrothers.
12But as for Apollos, the brother, I had a great desire for him to come to you
with the brothers, but it was not his pleasure to come now; but hewill come
when he has a chance. 13 Be on the watch, unmoved in the faith, and be
strong like men. 14Let all you do be done in love. 15Now I makemy request
to you, my brothers, for you have knowledge that the house of Stephanas is
thefirst-fruits ofAchaia, and that theyhavemade themselves the servants of
the saints, 16That you put yourselves under such, and under everyone who
is helping the Lord's work. 17And I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and
Fortunatus andAchaicus: for theyhavedonewhatwasneeded tomakeyour
work complete. 18For they gave comfort tomy spirit and to yours: forwhich
cause give respect to such people. 19The churches of Asia send their love to
you. So do Aquila and Prisca, with the church which is in their house. 20All
the brothers send their love to you. Give one another a holy kiss. 21 I, Paul,
send you thesewords of love inmywriting. 22 If anymanhas not love for the
Lord, let him be cursed. Maran atha (our Lord comes). 23 The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. So
be it.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Timothy the

brother, to the church of Godwhich is in Corinth, with all the saints who are
in all Achaia: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort; 4Who gives us comfort in all
our troubles, so that we may be able to give comfort to others who are in
trouble, through thecomfortwithwhichweourselvesarecomfortedbyGod.
5 For as we undergo more of the pain which Christ underwent, so through
Christ doesour comfort becomegreater. 6But ifweare troubled, it is for your
comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which
takes effect through your quiet undergoing of the same troubles which we
undergo: 7 And our hope for you is certain; in the knowledge that as you
take part in the troubles, so you will take part in the comfort. 8 For it is our
desire that you may not be without knowledge of our trouble which came
on us in Asia, that the weight of it was very great, more than our power, so
that it seemed thatwe had no hope even of life: 9Yes, we ourselves have had
the answer of death in ourselves, so that our hopemight not be in ourselves,
but in Godwho is able to give life to the dead: 10Who gave us salvation from
so great a death: on whom we have put our hope that he will still go on to
give us salvation; 11 You at the same time helping together by your prayer
for us; so that for what has been given to us through a number of persons,
praise may go up to God for us from all of them. 12 For our glory is in this,
in the knowledge which we have that our way of life in the world, andmost
of all in relation to you, has been holy and true in the eyes of God; not in
the wisdom of the flesh, but in the grace of God. 13 For in our letters we say
no other things to you, but those which you are reading, and to which you
give agreement, and, it is my hope, will go on doing so to the end: 14 Even
as you have been ready, in part, to say that we are your glory, in the same
way that you are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 15 And being certain
of this, it was my purpose to come to you before, so that you might have a
second grace; 16Andbyway of Corinth to go intoMacedonia, and from there
to come back again to you, so that you might send me onmy way to Judaea.
17 If then I had such a purpose, did I seem to be changing suddenly? or am I
guided in my purposes by the flesh, saying, Yes, today, and, No, tomorrow?
18 As God is true, our word to you is not Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, whomwewere preaching among you, even I and Silvanus and
Timothy, was not Yes and No, but in him is Yes. 20 For he is the Yes to all
the undertakings of God: and by him all the words of God are made certain
and put into effect, to the glory of God through us. 21Nowhewhomakes our
faith strong togetherwith you, in Christ, andhas givenus of his grace, is God;
22And it is he who has put his stamp on us, even the Spirit, as the sign in our
hearts of the coming glory. 23 But God is my witness that it was in pity for
you that I did not come to Corinth at that time. 24Not that we have authority
over your faith, but we are helpers of your joy: for it is faith which is your
support.
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2
1But it was my decision for myself, not to come again to you with sorrow.

2 For if I give you sorrow, who then will make me glad, but he who is made
sad by me? 3 And I said this very thing in my letter, for fear that when I
came I might have sorrow from those from whom it was right for me to
have joy; being certain of this, that my joy is the joy of you all. 4 For out of
much trouble and pain of heart and much weeping I sent my letter to you;
not to give you sorrow, but so that youmight see how great is the lovewhich
I have to you. 5 But if anyone has been a cause of sorrow, he has been so,
not to me only, but in some measure to all of you (I say this that I may not
be over-hard on you). 6 Let it be enough for such a man to have undergone
the punishment which the church put on him; 7 So that now, on the other
hand, it is right for him to have forgiveness and comfort from you, for fear
that his sorrow may be over-great. 8 For which cause my desire is that you
will make your love to him clear by your acts. 9And for the same reason I
sent you a letter so that I might be certain of your desire to do my orders in
all things. 10But if you give forgiveness to anyone, I do the same: for if I have
given forgiveness for anything, I have done it because of you, in the person
of Christ; 11So that Satanmay not get the better of us: forwe are notwithout
knowledge of his designs. 12Nowwhen I came to Troas for the good news of
Christ, and there was an open door for me in the Lord, 13 I had no rest inmy
spirit because Titus my brother was not there: so I went away from them,
and came into Macedonia. 14 But praise be to God who makes us strong to
overcome in Christ, and makes clear through us in every place the value of
theknowledgeofhim. 15Forwearea sweetperfumeofChrist toGod in those
whoare getting salvation and in thosewhoare going to destruction; 16To the
one it is a perfumeof death todeath; to the other aperfumeof life to life. And
who is enough for such things? 17For we are not like the great number who
make use of theword of God for profit: but ourwords are true, as fromGod,
being said as before God in Christ.

3
1Dowe seem to be again attempting to put ourselves in the right? or have

we need, as some have, of letters of approval to you or from you? 2 You
yourselves are our letter, whosewriting is in our heart, open for everyman's
reading and knowledge; 3 For you are clearly a letter of Christ, the fruit of
our work, recorded not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in
stone, but in hearts of flesh. 4And this is the certain faith which we have in
God through Christ: 5Not as if we were able by ourselves to do anything for
which we might take the credit; but our power comes from God; 6Who has
made us able to be servants of a new agreement; not of the letter, but of the
Spirit: for the letter gives death, but the Spirit gives life. 7For if the operation
of the law, giving death, recorded in letters on stone, came with glory, so
that the eyes of the children of Israel had to be turned away from the face of
Moses because of its glory, a glory which was only for a time: 8Will not the
operation of the Spirit have a much greater glory? 9 For if the operation of
the law, producing punishment, had its glory, howmuch greater will be the
operation of the Spirit causing righteousness? 10For the glory of the first no
longer seems to be glory, because of the greater glory of that which comes
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after. 11 For if the order which was for a time had its glory, much more will
the eternal order have its glory. 12Having then such ahope,we keepnothing
back, 13Andarenot likeMoses,whoput aveil onhis face, so that the children
of Israelmight not see clearly to the end of the present order of things: 14But
their minds were made hard: for to this very day at the reading of the old
agreement the same veil is still unlifted; though it is taken away in Christ.
15But to this day, at the reading of the law ofMoses, a veil is over their heart.
16But when it is turned to the Lord, the veil will be taken away. 17Now the
Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there the heart is free.
18Butweall,withunveiled face givingbackas in a glass the gloryof theLord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord
who is the Spirit.

4
1 For this reason, because we have been made servants of this new order,

through the mercy given to us, we are strong: 2 And we have given up the
secret things of shame, not walking in false ways, and notmaking use of the
word of Godwith deceit; but by the revelation ofwhat is true, as before God,
we have the approval of every man's sense of right and wrong. 3But if our
goodnews is veiled, it is veiled fromthosewhoareon theway todestruction:
4Because the god of this world hasmade blind theminds of those who have
not faith, so that the light of the good news of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God,might not be shining on them. 5For our preaching is not about
ourselves, but about Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants
through Jesus. 6Seeing that it is Godwho said, Let light be shining out of the
dark,whohas put in our hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory ofGod
in the faceof JesusChrist. 7Butwehave thiswealth invessels of earth, so that
it may be seen that the power comes not from us but from God; 8 Troubles
are roundus on every side, butwe are not shut in; things are hard for us, but
we seeawayout of them; 9Weare cruelly attacked, butnotwithouthope;we
aremade low, but we are not without help; 10 In our bodies there is ever the
mark of the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesusmay be seen in our bodies.
11 For, while living, we are still being given up to death because of Jesus, so
that the life of Jesus may be seen in our flesh, though it is under the power
of death. 12 So then, death is working in us, but life in you. 13But having the
same spirit of faith, as it is said in theWritings, Thewords ofmymouth came
from the faith in my heart; in the same way, our words are the outcome of
our faith; 14Because we are certain that he who made the Lord Jesus come
back from the dead, will do the same for us, and will give us a place in his
glory with you. 15 For we go through all things on account of you, because
the greater the number to whom the grace is given, the greater is the praise
to the glory of God. 16For which cause we do not give way to weariness; but
though our outer man is getting feebler, our inner man is made new day by
day. 17 For our present trouble, which is only for a short time, is working
out for us amuch greater weight of glory; 18While ourminds are not on the
things which are seen, but on the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are for a time; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
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5
1For we are conscious that if this our tent of flesh is taken down, we have

a building fromGod, a house notmadewith hands, eternal, in heaven. 2For
in this we are crying in weariness, greatly desiring to be clothed with our
house from heaven: 3 So that our spirits may not be unclothed. 4 For truly,
we who are in this tent do give out cries of weariness, for the weight of care
which is on us; not because we are desiring to be free from the body, but so
that wemay have our new body, and death may be overcome by life. 5Now
he who has made us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit
as a witness of what is to come. 6 So, then, we are ever without fear, and
though conscious that while we are in the body we are away from the Lord,
7 (For we are walking by faith, not by seeing,) 8We arewithout fear, desiring
to be free from the body, and to be with the Lord. 9For this reason wemake
it our purpose, in the body or away from it, to bewell-pleasing to him. 10For
we all have to come before Christ to be judged; so that every one of us may
get his reward for the things done in the body, good or bad. 11 Having in
mind, then, the fear of the Lord, we put these things before men, but God
sees our hearts; and it ismy hope thatwemay seem right in your eyes. 12We
are not again requesting your approval, but we are giving you the chance
of taking pride in us, so that you may be able to give an answer to those
whose glory is in seeming, and not in the heart. 13 For if we are foolish, it
is to God; or if we are serious, it is for you. 14For it is the love of Christ which
is moving us; because we are of the opinion that if one was put to death for
all, then all have undergone death; 15And that he underwent death for all,
so that the living might no longer be living to themselves, but to him who
underwent death for them and came back from the dead. 16For this reason,
from this time forwardwehave knowledge of nomanafter the flesh: even if
we have had knowledge of Christ after the flesh, we have no longer any such
knowledge. 17 So if anyman is in Christ, he is in a newworld: the old things
have come to an end; they have truly become new. 18 But all things are of
God, who has made us at peace with himself through Christ, and has given
to us the work of making peace; 19 That is, that God was in Christ making
peace between theworld andhimself, not putting their sins to their account,
and having given to us the preaching of this news of peace. 20 So we are the
representatives of Christ, as if Godwasmaking a request to you through us:
we make our request to you, in the name of Christ, be at peace with God.
21 For him who had no knowledge of sin God made to be sin for us; so that
wemight become the righteousness of God in him.

6
1We then, working togetherwith God,make our request to you not to take

the grace of God to no purpose. 2 (For he says, I have given ear to you at a
good time, and I have been your helper in a day of salvation: see, now is
the good time; now is the day of salvation): 3 Giving no cause for trouble
in anything, so that no one may be able to say anything against our work;
4But in everything making it clear that we are the servants of God, in quiet
strength, in troubles, in need, in sorrow, 5 In blows, in prisons, in attacks,
in hard work, in watchings, in going without food; 6 In a clean heart, in
knowledge, in long waiting, in being kind, in the Holy Spirit, in true love,
7 In the true word, in the power of God; with the arms of righteousness on
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the right hand and on the left, 8By glory and by shame, by an evil name and
a good name; as untrue, and still true; 9Unnoted, but still kept fully inmind;
as near to death, but still living; as undergoing punishment, but not put to
death; 10As full of sorrow, but ever glad; as poor, but givingwealth to others;
as having nothing, but still having all things. 11Our mouth is open to you,
O Corinthians, our heart is wide. 12 It is not our feelings to you which are
narrow, but yours to us. 13Now to give me back payment of the same sort (I
am talking as to my children), let your hearts be wide open to me. 14Do not
keep company with those who have not faith: for what is there in common
between righteousness and evil, or between light and dark? 15 And what
agreement is there between Christ and the Evil One? or what part has one
who has faith with one who has not? 16And what agreement has the house
of God with images? for we are a house of the living God; even as God has
said, I will be living among them, andwalking with them; and I will be their
God, and they will be my people. 17For which cause, Come out from among
them, and be separate, says the Lord, and let no unclean thing come near
you; and I will take you for myself, 18And will be a Father to you; and you
will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord, the Ruler of all.

7
1Because God, then, will give us such rewards, dear brothers, let us make

ourselves clean from all evil of flesh and spirit, and become completely holy
in the fear of God. 2 Let your hearts be open to us: we have done no man
wrong, no man has been damaged by us, we have made no profit out of
any man, 3 It is not with the purpose of judging you that I say this: for I
have said before that you are in our hearts for life and death together. 4My
words to you are without fear, I am full of pride on account of you: I have
great comfort and joy in all our troubles. 5For evenwhenwe had come into
Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; there
were fightings outside and fears inside. 6But God who gives comfort to the
poor in spirit gaveus comfort by the coming of Titus; 7Andnot byhis coming
only, but by the comfort which he had in you, while he gave usword of your
desire, your sorrow, your care for me; so that I was still more glad. 8 For
though my letter gave you pain, I have no regret for it now, though I had
before; for I see that the letter gave you pain, but only for a time. 9 Now
I am glad, not that you had sorrow, but that your sorrow was the cause of
a change of heart; for yours was a holy sorrow so that you might undergo
no loss by us in anything. 10 For the sorrow which God gives is the cause of
salvation through a change of heart, in which there is no reason for grief:
but the sorrow of the world is a cause of death. 11 For you see what care
was produced in you by this very sorrow of yours before God, what clearing
of yourselves, what wrath against sin, what fear, what desire, what serious
purpose, what punishment. In everything you have made it clear that you
are free from sin in this business. 12 So though I sent you a letter, it was not
only because of themanwho did the wrong, or because of him to whom the
wrongwas done, but so that your true care for usmight bemade clear in the
eyes of God. 13 So we have been comforted: and we had the greater joy in
our comfort because of the joy of Titus, for his spirit had beenmade glad by
you all. 14For I was not put to shame in anything in which I may havemade
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clear to him my pride in you; but as we said nothing to you but what was
true, so the good things which I said to Titus about you were seen by him to
be true. 15And his love to you is the more increased by his memory of you
all, how you gaveway to his authority, and how you took him to your hearts
with fear and honour. 16 It gives me great joy to see you answering to my
good opinion of you in every way.

8
1And now we give you news, brothers, about the grace of God which has

beengiven to the churchesofMacedonia; 2Howwhile theywereundergoing
every sort of trouble, andwere in the greatest need, they took all the greater
joy in being able to give freely to the needs of others. 3 For I give them
witness, that as they were able, and even more than they were able, they
gave from the impulse of their hearts, 4 Seriously requesting us that they
might have a part in this grace of being servants to the needs of the saints:
5 And going even farther than our hope, they first gave themselves to the
Lord and to us after the purpose of God. 6So that wemade a request to Titus
that, as he had made a start before, so he might make this grace complete
in you. 7And that as you are full of every good thing, of faith, of the word,
of knowledge, of a ready mind, and of love to us, so you may be full of this
grace in the same way. 8 I am not giving you an order, but using the ready
mind of others as a test of the quality of your love. 9For you see the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, how though he had wealth, he became poor on your
account, so that through his need you might have wealth. 10 And in this I
give my opinion: for it is to your profit, who were the first to make a start
a year before, not only to do this, but to make clear that your minds were
more than ready to do it. 11 Then make the doing of it complete; so that as
you had a readymind, youmay give effect to it as you are able. 12For if there
is a ready mind, a man will have God's approval in the measure of what he
has, and not of what he has not. 13 And I am not saying this so that others
may get off free, while the weight comes on you: 14 But so that things may
be equal; that from those things of which you havemore than enough at the
present time their needmay be helped, and that if you are in any need they
may be a help to you in the same way, making things equal. 15As it says in
theWritings, He who had taken upmuch had nothing over and he who had
little had enough. 16 But praise be to God, who puts the same care for you
into the heart of Titus. 17For while he gladly gave ear to our request, he was
interested enough to go to you from the impulse of his heart. 18Andwithhim
we have sent a brother whose praise in the good news has gone through all
the churches; 19And not only so, but he was marked out by the churches to
go with us in the grace of this giving whichwe have undertaken to the glory
of theLordand tomake clear that ourmindwas ready: 20Andso thatnoman
might be able to say anything against us in the business of this giving which
has been put into our hands: 21 For the business has been so ordered by us
as to have the approval, not only of the Lord, but of men. 22 And we have
sent with them our brother, whose ready spirit has beenmade clear to us at
times and in ways without number, but it is now all the more so because of
the certain faithwhichhehas inyou. 23 If anyquestion comesupaboutTitus,
he ismy brother-worker, workingwithme for you; or about the others, they



2 Corinthians 8:24 1164 2 Corinthians 10:7

are the representatives of the churches to the glory of Christ. 24Make clear
then to them, as representatives of the churches, the quality of your love,
and that the things which we have said about you are true.

9
1But there is no need for me to say anything in my letter about the giving

to the saints: 2For I have before made clear to those of Macedonia my pride
in your ready mind, saying to them that Achaia has been ready for a year
back; anda great numberhavebeenmoved to do the samebyyour example.
3But I have sent the brothers, so that the good thingswe said about youmay
be seen to be true, and that, as I said, you may be ready: 4 For fear that, if
any from Macedonia come with me, and you are not ready, we (not to say,
you) might be put to shame in this thing. 5 So it seemed to me wise for the
brothers to go before, and see that the amountwhich youhadundertaken to
give was ready, so that it might be a cause for praise, and not as if we were
making profit out of you. 6But in theWritings it says, He who puts in only a
small number of seeds, will get in the same; and he who puts them in from
a full hand, will have produce in full measure from them. 7 Let every man
do after the purpose of his heart; not giving with grief, or by force: for God
takes pleasure in a ready giver. 8And God is able to give you all grace in full
measure; so that ever having enough of all things, you may be full of every
goodwork: 9As it is said in theWritings, He has sent out far andwide, he has
given to the poor; his righteousness is for ever. 10And he who gives seed for
putting into the field and bread for food, will take care of the growth of your
seed, at the same time increasing the fruits of your righteousness; 11 Your
wealth being increased in everything, with a simplemind, causing praise to
God through us. 12 For this work of giving not only takes care of the needs
of the saints, but is the cause of much praise to God; 13 For when, through
thiswork of giving, they seewhat you are, they give glory to God for theway
in which you have given yourselves to the good news of Christ, and for the
wealth of your giving to them and to all; 14While their hearts go out to you
in love and in prayer for you, because of the great grace of God which is in
you. 15Praise be to God for what he has given, which words have no power
to say.

10
1 Now I, Paul, myself make request to you by the quiet and gentle be-

haviour of Christ, I who am poor in spirit when with you, but who say what
is in my mind to you without fear when I am away from you: 2 Yes, I make
my request to you, so that when I am with you I may not have to make use
of the authority whichmay be needed against some to whomwe seem to be
walking after the flesh. 3For thoughwemaybe living in the flesh,we are not
fighting after the way of the flesh 4 (For the armswith whichwe are fighting
are not those of the flesh, but are strong before God for the destruction of
high places); 5 Putting an end to reasonings, and every high thing which is
lifted up against the knowledge of God, and causing every thought to come
under the authority of Christ; 6Being ready to give punishment to whatever
is against his authority, after you havemade it clear that you are completely
under his control. 7 Give attention to the things which are before you. If
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any man seems to himself to be Christ's, let him keep in mind that we are
as much Christ's as he is. 8 For though I might take pride in our authority
(which the Lord gave for building you up, and not for your destruction), it
will not be a cause of shame to me: 9That I may not seem to have the desire
of causing you fear by my letters. 10 For his letters, they say, have weight
and are strong; but in body he is feeble, and his way of talking has little
force. 11 Let those who say this keep in mind that, what we are in word by
letters when we are away, so will we be in act when we are present. 12 For
wewill not make comparison of ourselves with some of those who say good
things about themselves: but these, measuring themselves by themselves,
andmaking comparison of themselves with themselves, are not wise. 13We
will not give glory to ourselves in over-greatmeasure, but after themeasure
of the rule which God has given us, a measure which comes even to you.
14 For we have no need to make ourselves seemmore than we are, as if our
authority did not come as far as to you: for we came even as far as you
with the good news of Christ: 15 Not taking credit to ourselves for what is
not our business, that is, for the work of others; but having hope that, with
the growth of your faith, we may get the credit for an increase which is the
effect of ourwork, 16So that wemay be able to go on and take the good news
to countries still farther away than you are, and not take credit for another
man'swork inmaking things ready to our hand. 17Butwhoever has a desire
for glory, let his glory be in the Lord. 18 For the Lord's approval of a man is
not dependent on his opinion of himself, but on the Lord's opinion of him.

11
1 Put up with me if I am a little foolish: but, truly, you do put up with me.

2 For I have a very great care for you: because you have been married by
me to one husband, and it is my desire to give you completely holy to Christ.
3But I have a fear, that in some way, as Eve was tricked by the deceit of the
snake, your minds may be turned away from their simple and holy love for
Christ. 4 For if anyone comes preaching another Jesus from the one whose
preachers we are, or if you have got a different spirit, or a different sort of
good news from those which came to you, how well you put up with these
things. 5 For in my opinion, I am in no way less than the most important of
the Apostles. 6 But though I am rough in my way of talking, I am not so in
knowledge, as we have made clear to all by our acts among you. 7 Or did
I do wrong in making myself low so that you might be lifted up, because I
gave you the good news of God without reward? 8 I took money from other
churches as payment for my work, so that I might be your servant; 9 And
whenIwaspresentwithyou, andwas inneed, I letnomanberesponsible for
me; for the brothers, when they came from Macedonia, gave me whatever
was needed; and in everything I kept myself from being a trouble to you,
and I will go on doing so. 10As the true word of Christ is in me, I will let no
man take fromme this my cause of pride in the country of Achaia. 11Why?
because I have no love for you? let God be judge. 12But what I do, that I will
go ondoing, so that Imay give no chance to thosewho are looking for one; so
that, in the cause of their pride, they may be seen to be the same as we are.
13 For such men are false Apostles, workers of deceit, making themselves
seem like Apostles of Christ. 14And it is no wonder; for even Satan himself
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is able to take the form of an angel of light. 15 So it is no great thing if his
servants make themselves seem to be servants of righteousness; whose end
will be the reward of their works. 16 I say again, Let me not seem foolish to
anyone; but if I do, put up with me as such, so that I may take a little glory
to myself. 17What I am now saying is not by the order of the Lord, but as a
foolish person, taking credit to myself, as it seems. 18 Seeing that there are
those who take credit to themselves after the flesh, I will do the same. 19For
you put upwith the foolish gladly, being wise yourselves. 20You put upwith
aman if hemakes servants of you, if hemakes profit out of you, if hemakes
you prisoners, if he puts himself in a high place, if he gives you blows on the
face. 21 I say this by way of shaming ourselves, as if we had been feeble. But
if anyone puts himself forward (I am talking like a foolish person), I will do
the same. 22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they of Israel? so am I. Are
they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am
talking foolishly) I ammore so; I have hadmore experience of hardwork, of
prisons, of blows more than measure, of death. 24 Five times the Jews gave
me forty blows but one. 25Three times I was whipped with rods, once I was
stoned, three times the ship I was in came to destruction at sea, a night and
a day I have been in the water; 26 In frequent travels, in dangers on rivers,
in dangers from outlaws, in dangers frommy countrymen, in dangers from
theGentiles, in dangers in the town, in dangers in thewaste land, in dangers
at sea, in dangers among false brothers; 27 In hard work and weariness,
in frequent watchings, going without food and drink, cold and in need of
clothing. 28 In addition to all the other things, there is that which comes on
me every day, the care of all the churches. 29 Who is feeble and I am not
feeble? who is in danger of falling, and I am not angry? 30 If I have to take
credit tomyself, Iwill do so in the things inwhich I am feeble. 31TheGodand
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be praise for ever, is witness that
the things which I say are true. 32 In Damascus, the ruler under Aretas the
king kept watch over the town of the people of Damascus, in order to take
me: 33And being let down in a basket from the wall through awindow, I got
free from his hands.

12
1 As it is necessary for me to take glory to myself, though it is not a good

thing, I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I have knowledge
of a man in Christ, fourteen years back (if he was in the body, or out of the
body, I am not able to say, but God only), who was taken up to the third
heaven. 3 And I have knowledge of such a man (if he was in the body, or
out of the body, I am not able to say, but God only), 4How he was taken up
into Paradise, andwords came to his earswhichmay not be said, andwhich
man is not able to say. 5Onaccount of such a one Iwill have glory: formyself
I will take no glory, but only in my feeble body. 6For if I had a desire to take
credit to myself, it would not be foolish, for I would be saying what is true:
but I will not, for fear that I might seem to any man more than he sees me
to be, or has word fromme that I am. 7And because the revelations were so
verygreat, inorder that Imightnotbeovermuch liftedup, therewasgiven to
me a thorn in the flesh, one sent fromSatan to giveme pain. 8And about this
thing Imade request to theLord three times that itmightbe takenaway from
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me. 9And he said to me, My grace is enough for you, for my power is made
complete in what is feeble. Most gladly, then, will I take pride in my feeble
body, so that the power of Christmay be onme. 10So I take pleasure in being
feeble, in unkindwords, in needs, in cruel attacks, in troubles, on account of
Christ: for when I am feeble, then am I strong. 11 I have been forced by you
to become foolish, though it was right for my praise to have come from you:
for in no way was I less than the chief of the Apostles, though I am nothing.
12Truly the signs of an Apostlewere done among you in quiet strength, with
wonders and acts of power. 13Forwhat is there inwhich youweremade less
than the other churches, but in the one thing that I was not a trouble to you?
Let me have forgiveness for this wrong. 14 This is now the third time that I
am ready to come to you; and I will not be a trouble to you: my desire is for
you, not for your property: for it is not the children's business tomake store
for their fathers, but the fathers for the children. 15And Iwill gladly give all I
have for your souls. If I have themore love for you, am I to be loved the less?
16 But let it be so, that I was not a trouble to you myself; but (someone may
say)being false, I tookyouwithdeceit. 17Did Imakeaprofit out of youbyany
of those whom I sent to you? 18 I gave orders to Titus, and I sent the brother
with him. Did Titus make any profit out of you? were we not guided by the
sameSpirit, in the sameways? 19 Itmayseemtoyou thatall this timewehave
been attempting to put ourselves in the right; but we are saying these things
before God in Christ. For all things, dear brothers, are for your profit. 20For
I have a fear that, when I come, youmay not be answering tomy desire, and
that Imay not be answering to yours; that theremay be fighting, hate, angry
feeling, divisions, evil talk about others, secrets, thoughts of pride, outbursts
against authority; 21 And that when I come again, my God may put me to
shame among you, and I may have grief for those who have done wrong
beforeandhavehadnoregret for theiruncleanways, and for theevil desires
of the flesh to which they have given way.

13
1 This is the third time that I am coming to you. From the mouth of two

or three witnesses will every word bemade certain. 2 I said before, and still
say it before I come, as being present for the second time, though I am still
away from you, to those who have done wrong before, and to all the others,
that if I come again I will not have pity; 3 Seeing that you are looking for a
sign of Christ giving out his word inme; who is not feeble in relation to you,
but is strong in you: 4 For he was feeble in that he was put to death on the
cross, but he is living by the power of God. Andwe are feeble in him, but we
will be livingwith him through the power of God in relation to you. 5Make a
test of yourselves, if you are in the faith; make certain of yourselves. Or are
you not conscious in yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you, if you are truly
Christ's? 6 But it is my hope that you will have no doubt that we are truly
Christ's. 7Nowour prayer to God is that youmay do no evil; not in order that
it may be put to our credit, but so that you may do what is right, whatever
we may seem. 8Because we are able to do nothing against what is true, but
only for it. 9 For we are glad when we are feeble and you are strong: and
this is our prayer, even that you may be made complete. 10 For this cause I
am writing these things while I am away, so that there may be need for me,



2 Corinthians 13:11 1168 2 Corinthians 13:14

when I am present, to make use of sharp measures, by the authority which
the Lord has givenme for building up and not for destruction. 11Let this be
my last word, brothers; be glad; be complete; be comforted; be of the same
mind; be at peace with one another: and the God of love and peace will be
with you. 12 Give one another a holy kiss. 13 All the saints send their love
to you. 14 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
harmony of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
1Paul, an Apostle (not frommen, and not throughman, but through Jesus

Christ, and God the Father, who made him come back from the dead), 2And
all the brothers who are with me, to the churches of Galatia: 3Grace to you
andpeace fromGod theFatherandourLord JesusChrist, 4Whogavehimself
for our sins, so that hemightmake us free from this present evil world, after
the purpose of our God and Father: 5 To whom be the glory for ever and
ever. So be it. 6 I am surprised that you are being so quickly turned away
from him whose word came to you in the grace of Christ, to good news of
a different sort; 7Which is not another sort: only there are some who give
you trouble, desiring tomake changes in the good news of Christ. 8But even
if we, or an angel from heaven, were to be a preacher to you of good news
other than that which we have given you, let there be a curse on him. 9As
we have said before, so say I now again, If any man is a preacher to you of
any good news other than that which has been given to you, let there be a
curse on him. 10 Am I now using arguments to men, or God? or is it my
desire to give men pleasure? if I was still pleasing men, I would not be a
servant of Christ. 11 Because I say to you, my brothers, that the good news
of which I was the preacher is not man's. 12 For I did not get it from man,
and I was not given teaching in it, but it came to me through revelation of
Jesus Christ. 13 For news has come to you of my way of life in the past in
the Jews' religion, how I was cruel without measure to the church of God,
and did great damage to it: 14And I went farther in the Jews' religion than
a number ofmy generation amongmy countrymen, having amore burning
interest in the beliefs handed down frommy fathers. 15But when it was the
good pleasure of God, by whom I was marked out even from my mother's
body, through his grace, 16 To give the revelation of his Son in me, so that I
might give the news of him to the Gentiles; then I did not take the opinion of
fleshandblood, 17And Iwentnotup to Jerusalemto thosewhowereApostles
beforeme; but Iwent away into Arabia, and again I came back to Damascus.
18Then after three years Iwent up to Jerusalem to see Cephas, andwas there
withhimfifteendays. 19Butof theotherApostles I sawonly James, theLord's
brother. 20NowGod is witness that the things which I amwriting to you are
true. 21 Then I came to the parts of Syria and Cilicia. 22And the churches of
Judaea which were in Christ still had no knowledge of my face or person:
23Only it came to their ears that he who at one time was cruel to us is now
preaching the faithwhichbeforehadbeenattackedbyhim; 24And they gave
glory to God inme.

2
1Then after the space of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalemwith

Barnabas, taking Titus with me. 2 And I went up by revelation; and I put
before them the good news which I was preaching among the Gentiles, but
privately before thosewhowere of good name, so that theworkwhich Iwas
or had been doing might not be without effect. 3 But not even Titus who
was with me, being a Greek, was made to undergo circumcision: 4And that
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because of the false brothers let in secretly, who came searching out our free
condition which we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might make servants
of us; 5 To whom we gave way not even for an hour; so that the true words
of the good newsmight still be with you. 6But from those who seemed to be
important (whatever they were has no weight with me: God does not take
man's person into account): thosewho seemed tobe important gavenothing
new to me; 7 But, quite the opposite, when they saw that I had been made
responsible for preaching the good news to those without circumcision,
even as Peter had been for those of the circumcision 8 (Because he who was
working in Peter as the Apostle of the circumcision was working no less in
me among the Gentiles); 9When they saw the grace which was given to me,
James and Cephas and John, who had the name of being pillars, gave to me
andBarnabas their right hands as friends so thatwemight go to theGentiles,
and they to the circumcision; 10Only it was their desire that we would give
thought to the poor; which very thing I hadmuch inmind to do. 11Butwhen
Cephas came to Antioch, I made a protest against him to his face, because
he was clearly in the wrong. 12 For before certain men came from James,
he did take food with the Gentiles: but when they came, he went back and
made himself separate, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13And
the rest of the Jews went after him, so that even Barnabas was overcome by
their false ways. 14 But when I saw that they were not living uprightly in
agreement with the true words of the good news, I said to Cephas before
them all, If you, being a Jew, are living like the Gentiles, and not like the
Jews, how will you make the Gentiles do the same as the Jews? 15We being
Jews by birth, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 16Being conscious that a man
does not get righteousness by theworks of the law, but through faith in Jesus
Christ, we had faith in Christ Jesus, so that we might get righteousness by
faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law: because by the works of the
law will no flesh get righteousness. 17 But if, while we were desiring to get
righteousness throughChrist, we ourselveswere seen to be sinners, is Christ
a servant of sin? In noway! 18For if I put up again those things which I gave
to destruction, I am seen to be a wrongdoer. 19 For I, through the law, have
become dead to the law, so that Imight be living to God. 20 I have been put to
death on the crosswithChrist; still I am living; no longer I, but Christ is living
inme; and that lifewhich I nowam living in the flesh I am living by faith, the
faith of the Son of God, who in love for me, gave himself up for me. 21 I do
not make the grace of God of no effect: because if righteousness is through
the law, then Christ was put to death for nothing.

3
1 O foolish Galatians, by what strange powers have you been tricked, to

whom it was made clear that Jesus Christ was put to death on the cross?
2Giveme an answer to this one question, Did the Spirit come to you through
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3Are you so foolish? having
made a start in the Spirit, will you now bemade complete in the flesh? 4Did
you undergo such a number of things to no purpose? if it is in fact to no
purpose. 5Hewho gives you the Spirit, and doesworks of power among you,
is it by the works of law, or by the hearing of faith? 6Even as Abraham had
faith in God, and it was put to his account as righteousness. 7 Be certain,
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then, that those who are of faith, the same are sons of Abraham. 8 And
the holy Writings, seeing before the event that God would give the Gentiles
righteousness by faith, gave the good news before to Abraham, saying, In
youwill all the nations have a blessing. 9So then thosewho are of faith have
a part in the blessing of Abraham who was full of faith. 10 For all who are
of the works of the law are under a curse: because it is said in theWritings,
A curse is on everyone who does not keep on doing all the things which are
ordered in the book of the law. 11Now that no man gets righteousness by
the law in the eyes of God, is clear; because, The upright will be living by
faith. 12And the law is not of faith; but, He who does them will have life by
them. 13 Christ has made us free from the curse of the law, having become
a curse for us: because it is said in the Writings, A curse on everyone who
is put to death by hanging on a tree: 14 So that on the Gentiles might come
theblessing ofAbraham inChrist Jesus; in order thatwe through faithmight
have the SpiritwhichGodhadundertaken to give. 15Brothers, asmenwould
say, even a man's agreement, when it has been made certain, may not be
put on one side, or have additions made to it. 16Now to Abraham were the
undertakings given, and to his seed. He says not, And to seeds, as of a great
number; but as of one, he says, And to your seed, which is Christ. 17 Now
this I say: The law, which came four hundred and thirty years after, does
not put an end to the agreement made before by God, so as to make the
undertaking without effect. 18 Because if the heritage is by the law, it is no
longer dependent on the word of God; but God gave it to Abraham by his
word. 19What then is the law? It was an addition made because of sin, till
the coming of the seed to whom the undertaking had been given; and it was
ordered through angels by the hand of a go-between. 20Now a go-between
is not a go-between of one; but God is one. 21 Is the law then against the
words of God? in no way; because if there had been a law which was able
to give life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. 22However, the
holyWritings have put all things under sin, so that that for which God gave
the undertaking, based on faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who
have such faith. 23But before faith came, we were kept in prison under the
law, waiting for the revelation of the faith which was to come. 24 So the law
has been a servant to take us to Christ, so that wemight have righteousness
by faith. 25 But now that faith is come, we are no longer under a servant.
26 Because you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all
those of you who were given baptism into Christ did put on Christ. 28There
is no Jew or Greek, servant or free, male or female: because you are all one
in Jesus Christ. 29And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and
yours is the heritage by the right of God's undertaking given to Abraham.

4
1But I say that as long as the son is a child, he is in no way different from

a servant, though he is lord of all; 2 But is under keepers and managers till
the time fixed by the father. 3 So we, when wewere young, were kept under
the first rules of the world; 4But when the time had come, God sent out his
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 That he might make them
free who were under the law, and that we might be given the place of sons.
6 And because you are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our
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hearts, saying, Abba, Father. 7So that you are no longer a servant, but a son;
and if a son, then the heritage of God is yours. 8But at that time, having no
knowledgeofGod, youwere servants to thosewhoby right arenogods: 9But
now that you have come to have knowledge of God, or more truly, God has
knowledge of you, how is it that you go back again to the poor and feeble
first things, desiring to be servants to them again? 10 You keep days, and
months, and fixed times, and years. 11 I am in fear of you, that I may have
been working for you to no purpose. 12My desire for you, brothers, is that
you may be as I am, because I am as you are. You have done me no wrong;
13But you have knowledge that with a feeble body I was preaching the good
news to you the first time; 14 And you did not have a poor opinion of me
because of the trouble in my flesh, or put shame on it; but you took me to
your hearts as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15Where then is that
happy condition of yours? because I give you witness, that, if possible, you
would have taken out your eyes and given them to me. 16 So then am I no
longer your friend, because I give you true words? 17 Their interest in you
is not good; but their desire is that you may be shut out, so that you may go
after them. 18 But it is good to have an interest in a good cause at all times,
and not only when I am present with you. 19My children, of whom I am
again in birth-pains till Christ is formed in you, 20 Truly my desire is to be
present with you now, using a changed voice; for I am troubled about you.
21 Say, you whose desire it is to be under the law, do you not give ear to the
law? 22Because it is in theWritings, that Abraham had two sons, one by the
servant-woman, and one by the free woman. 23Now the son by the servant-
woman has his birth after the flesh; but the son by the free woman has his
birth through the undertaking of God. 24Which things have a secret sense;
because these women are the two agreements; one from the mountain of
Sinai, giving birth to servants, which is Hagar. 25 Now this Hagar is the
mountain Sinai in Arabia, and is the image of the Jerusalem which now is:
which is a servant with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem on high is free,
which is our mother. 27 For it is in the Writings, You who have never given
birth, be glad; give cries of joy, you who have had no birth-pains; for the
children of her who has been given up by her husband aremore than those
of thewomanwho has a husband. 28Nowwe, brothers, as Isaacwas, are the
children of the undertaking of God. 29But as in those days he who had birth
after the flesh was cruel to him who had birth after the Spirit, even so it is
now. 30What then do theWritings say? Send away the servant-woman and
her son; for the sonof the servant-womanwill not have apart in theheritage
with the son of the free woman. 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the
servant-woman, but of the free woman.

5
1 Christ has truly made us free: then keep your free condition and let no

man put a yoke on you again. 2 See, I Paul say to you, that if you undergo
circumcision, Christ will be of no use to you. 3 Yes, I give witness again to
every man who undergoes circumcision, that he will have to keep all the
law. 4You are cut off from Christ, you whowould have righteousness by the
law; you are turned away from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit by faith
are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 6Because in Christ Jesus, having



Galatians 5:7 1173 Galatians 6:12

circumcision or not having circumcision are equally of no profit; but only
faith working through love. 7You were going on well; who was the cause of
yournot giving ear towhat is true? 8This readybelief didnot come fromhim
whohadmadeyouhis. 9Alittle leavenmakesachange inall themass. 10 I am
certainaboutyou in theLord, that youwill beofnoothermind; buthewho is
troubling youwill have his punishment, whoever he is. 11But I, brothers, if I
am still preaching circumcision,why am I still attacked? thenhas the shame
of the cross been taken away. 12My desire is that they who give you trouble
might even be cut off themselves. 13 Because you, brothers, were marked
out to be free; only do not make use of your free condition to give the flesh
its chance, but through love be servants one to another. 14 For all the law
is made complete in one word, even in this, Have love for your neighbour
as for yourself. 15But if you are given to fighting with one another, take care
that you are not the cause of destruction one to another. 16But I say, Go on in
theSpirit, andyouwill not comeunder the ruleof theevil desires of theflesh.
17For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
because these are opposite the one to the other; so that you may not do the
things which you have a mind to do. 18 But if you are guided by the Spirit,
you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are clear, which
are these: evil desire, unclean things, wrong use of the senses, 20Worship of
images, use of strange powers, hates, fighting, desire for what another has,
angry feelings, attempts to get the better of others, divisions, false teachings,
21Envy, uncontrolled drinking and feasting, and such things: ofwhich I give
you word clearly, even as I did in the past, that they who do such things will
have no part in the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, a quietmind, kind acts, well-doing, faith, 23Gentle behaviour, control
over desires: against such there is no law. 24And thosewho are Christ's have
put to death on the cross the flesh with its passions and its evil desires. 25 If
we are living by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us be guided. 26Let us not be full
of self-glory, making one another angry, having envy of one another.

6
1Brothers, if a man is taken in any wrongdoing, you who are of the Spirit

will put suchaoneright ina spirit of love; keepingwatchonyourself, for fear
that youyourselfmaybe tested. 2Take onyourselves one another's troubles,
and so keep the law of Christ. 3For if aman has an idea that he is something
when he is nothing, he is tricked by himself. 4 But let every man make test
of his work, and then will his cause for glory be in himself only, and not in
his neighbour. 5Because every man is responsible for his part of the work.
6But let himwhogets teaching in thewordgive apart in all good things tohis
teacher. 7Be not tricked; God is not made sport of: for whatever seed aman
puts in, that will he get back as grain. 8 Because he who puts in the seed of
the fleshwill of the flesh get the reward of death; but hewhoputs in the seed
of the Spirit will of the Spirit get the reward of eternal life. 9And let us not
get tired of well-doing; for at the right time we will get in the grain, if we do
not give way to weariness. 10 So then, as we have the chance, let us do good
to allmen, and specially to thosewho are of the family of the faith. 11See the
size of the handwriting which I myself have made use of in writing to you.
12 Those who have the desire to seem important in the flesh, put force on
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you to undergo circumcision; only that theymay not be attacked because of
the cross of Christ. 13Because even those who undergo circumcision do not
themselves keep the law; but theywould have you undergo circumcision, so
that theymay have glory in your flesh. 14But far be it fromme to have glory
in anything, but only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which
this world has come to an end on the cross for me, and I for it. 15For having
circumcision is nothing, and not having circumcision is nothing, but only a
new order of existence. 16And on all who are guided by this rule be peace
and mercy, and on the Israel of God. 17 From this time on let no man be a
trouble to me; because my body is marked with the marks of Jesus. 18 The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. So be it.
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Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the purpose of God, to the saints who

are at Ephesus, and those who have faith in Christ Jesus: 2Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us every blessing of the
Spirit in the heavens in Christ: 4 Even as he made selection of us in him
from the first, so that we might be holy and free from all evil before him in
love: 5Aswewere designedbefore byhim for the position of sons to himself,
through Jesus Christ, in the good pleasure of his purpose, 6 To the praise of
the glory of his grace,whichhe freely gave to us in the LovedOne: 7 Inwhom
wehave salvation throughhis blood, the forgiveness of our sins, through the
wealth of his grace, 8Which he gave us in full measure in all wisdom and
care; 9Havingmade clear to us the secret of his purpose, in agreement with
the design which he had in mind, to put into his hands 10 The ordering of
the times when they are complete, so that all thingsmight come to a head in
Christ, the things in heaven and the things on the earth; in him, I say, 11 In
whom we have a heritage, being marked out from the first in his purpose
who does all things in agreement with his designs; 12 So that his glorymight
have praise through uswho first had hope in Christ: 13 Inwhomyou, having
beengiven the trueword, the goodnewsof your salvation, and throughyour
faith in him, were given the sign of the Holy Spirit of hope, 14Which is the
first-fruit of our heritage, till God gets back that which is his, to the praise
of his glory. 15 For this cause I, having had news of the faith in the Lord
Jesuswhich is among you, andwhich youmake clear to all the saints, 16Give
praise without end for you, keeping you in mind in my prayers; 17 That the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdomand revelation in the knowledge of him; 18And that having the eyes
of your heart full of light, youmayhave knowledge ofwhat is the hope of his
purpose, what is the wealth of the glory of his heritage in the saints, 19And
how unlimited is his power to us who have faith, as is seen in the working
of the strength of his power, 20 By which he made Christ come back from
the dead, and gave him a place at his right hand in heaven, 21 Far over all
rule and authority and power and every name which is named, not only in
the present order, but in that which is to come: 22And he has put all things
under his feet, and has made him to be head over all things to the church,
23Which is his body, the full measure of him in whom all things are made
complete.

2
1 And to you did he give life, when you were dead through your wrong-

doing and sins, 2 In which you were living in the past, after the ways of this
presentworld, doing thepleasureof the lordof thepowerof theair, the spirit
who is now working in those who go against the purpose of God; 3 Among
whomweall at one timewere living in the pleasures of our flesh, givingway
to the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and the punishment of God was
waiting for us even as for the rest. 4But God, being full ofmercy, through the
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great lovewhich he had for us, 5Evenwhenwewere dead through our sins,
gave us life together with Christ (by grace you have salvation), 6 So that we
came back from death with him, and are seated with him in the heavens, in
Christ Jesus; 7 That in the time to come he might make clear the full wealth
of his grace in his mercy to us in Christ Jesus: 8 Because by grace you have
salvation through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is given by God: 9Not
byworks, so that nomanmay take glory to himself. 10For by his actwewere
given existence in Christ Jesus to do those good works which God before
madeready forus so thatwemightdo them. 11For this reasonkeep it inmind
that in the past you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are looked on as being
outside the circumcision by thosewhohave circumcision, in the flesh,made
byhands; 12That youwere at that timewithout Christ, being cut off fromany
part in Israel's rights as a nation, having no part in God's agreement, having
no hope, and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who
at one time were far off are made near in the blood of Christ. 14 For he is
our peace, who has made the two into one, and by whom the middle wall
of division has been broken down, 15Having in his flesh put an end to that
whichmade the division between us, even the lawwith its rules and orders,
so that hemightmake in himself, of the two, one newman, somaking peace;
16Andthat the twomight come intoagreementwithGod inonebody through
the cross, so putting an end to that division. 17And he came preaching peace
to youwhowere far off, and to thosewhowerenear; 18Because throughhim
the two of us are able to come near in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you
are no longer as those who have no part or place in the kingdom of God, but
you are numbered among the saints, and of the family of God, 20Resting on
the base of the Apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief
keystone, 21 In whom all the building, rightly joined together, comes to be
a holy house of God in the Lord; 22 In whom you, with the rest, are united
together as a living-place of God in the Spirit.

3
1For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for youGentiles, 2 If that

ordering of the grace of God has come to your knowledge, which was given
tome for you, 3How by revelation the secret wasmade clear tome, as I said
before in a short letter, 4By the reading of which you will be clear about my
knowledgeof the secret of Christ; 5Which inother generationswasnot given
to the sons of men, but the revelation of it has now been made to his holy
Apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6Which is that the Gentiles have a part
in theheritage, and in the samebody, and in the samehope inChrist through
the good news, 7Of which I was made a preacher, through that grace of God
which was given to me in the measure of the working of his power. 8Tome,
who am less than the least of all the saints, was this grace given, so that I
might make clear to the Gentiles the good news of the unending wealth of
Christ: 9Andmake allmen seewhat is the ordering of the secret which from
thefirsthasbeenkept inGodwhomadeall things; 10So thatnowto the rulers
and the authorities in the heavens might be made clear through the church
the wide-shining wisdom of God, 11Which is seen in his eternal purpose in
Christ JesusourLord: 12Bywhomwecomenear toGodwithout fear through
faith inhim. 13For this reason it ismyprayer that youmaynotbecome feeble
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because of my troubles for you, which are your glory. 14 For this cause I go
down onmy knees before the Father, 15Fromwhom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, 16That in the wealth of his glory he wouldmake you
strong with power through his Spirit in your hearts; 17 So that Christ may
have his place in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and
based in love, 18May have strength to see with all the saints how wide and
long and high and deep it is, 19And to have knowledge of the love of Christ
which is outside all knowledge, so that you may be made complete as God
himself is complete. 20Now to him who is able to do in full measure more
than all our desires or thoughts, through the power which is working in us,
21To him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations for
ever and ever. So be it.

4
1 I then, theprisoner in theLord,make this request frommyheart, that you

will see that your behaviour is a credit to the position which God's purpose
has given you, 2With all gentle andquiet behaviour, takingwhatever comes,
puttingupwith oneanother in love; 3Taking care to keep theharmonyof the
Spirit in the yoke of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, even as you
have been marked out by God in the one hope of his purpose for you; 5One
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6OneGod and Father of all, who is over all, and
through all, and in all. 7 But to every one of us has grace been given in the
measure of the giving of Christ. 8For this reasonhe says, Hewent uponhigh,
taking his prisoners with him, and gave freely to men. 9 (Now this, He went
up, what is it but that he first went down into the lower parts of the earth?
10He who went down is the same who went up far over all the heavens so
that he might make all things complete.) 11 And he gave some as Apostles,
and some, prophets; and some, preachers of the goodnews; and some to give
care and teaching; 12For the training of the saints as servants in the church,
for the building up of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come to the harmony
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to full growth, to the full
measure of Christ: 14So thatwemaybeno longer children, sent thiswayand
that, turned about by every wind of teaching, by the twisting and tricks of
men, by thedeceits of error; 15But saying truewords in love,maycome to full
growth in him, who is the head, even Christ; 16Through whom all the body,
being rightly formed and united together, by the full working of every part,
is increased to the building up of itself in love. 17 This I say, then, and give
witness in the Lord, that you are to go no longer in the way of the Gentiles
whose minds are turned to that which has no profit, 18Whose thoughts are
dark, towhomthe life ofGod is strangebecause theyarewithout knowledge,
and their hearts have been made hard; 19 Who having no more power of
feeling, have given themselves up to evil passions, to do all unclean things
with overmuch desire. 20 For this was not the teaching of Christ which was
given to you; 21 If in fact you gave ear to him, and were given teaching in
him, even as what is true is made clear in Jesus: 22That you are to put away,
in relation to your earlier way of life, the old man, which has become evil
by love of deceit; 23And be made new in the spirit of your mind, 24And put
on the new man, to which God has given life, in righteousness and a true
and holyway of living. 25And so, putting away false words, let everyone say



Ephesians 4:26 1178 Ephesians 5:26

what is true to his neighbour: for we are parts one of another. 26 Be angry
without doing wrong; let not the sun go down on your wrath; 27And do not
give way to the Evil One. 28 Let him who was a thief be so no longer, but let
him do good work with his hands, so that he may have something to give to
himwho is in need. 29Let no evil talk come out of yourmouth, but onlywhat
is good for giving necessary teaching, and for grace to those who give ear.
30And do not give grief to the Holy Spirit of God, bywhomyouweremarked
for the day of salvation. 31Let all bitter, sharp and angry feeling, and noise,
and evil words, be put away from you, with all unkind acts; 32And be kind
to one another, full of pity, having forgiveness for one another, even as God
in Christ had forgiveness for you.

5
1 Let it then be your desire to be like God, as well-loved children; 2 And

be living in love, even as Christ had love for you, and gave himself up for
us, an offering to God for a perfume of a sweet smell. 3 But evil acts of the
flesh and all unclean things, or desire for others' property, let it not even be
named among you, as is right for saints; 4And let there be no low behaviour,
or foolish talk, or words said in sport, which are not right, but in place of
them the giving of praise. 5Being certain of this, that nomanwho gives way
to the passions of the flesh, no unclean person, or one who has desire for
the property of others, or who gives worship to images, has any heritage
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Do not be turned from the right way
by foolish words; for because of these things the punishment of God comes
on those who do not put themselves under him. 7Have no part with such
men; 8 For you at one time were dark, but now are light in the Lord: let
your behaviour be that of children of light 9 (Because the fruit of the light
is in all righteousness and in everything which is good and true), 10 Testing
by experience what is well-pleasing to the Lord; 11 And have no company
with the works of the dark, which give no fruit, but make their true quality
clear; 12 For the things which are done by them in secret it is shame even to
put into words. 13 But all things, when their true quality is seen, are made
clear by the light: because everythingwhich ismade clear is light. 14For this
reason he says, Be awake, you who are sleeping, and come up from among
the dead, and Christ will be your light. 15Take care then how you are living,
not as unwise, but as wise; 16Making good use of the time, because the days
are evil. 17 For this reason, then, do not be foolish, but be conscious of the
Lord's pleasure. 18 And do not take overmuch wine by which one may be
overcome, but be full of the Spirit; 19 Joining with one another in holy songs
of praise and of the Spirit, using your voice in songs and making melody in
your heart to the Lord; 20Giving praise at all times for all things in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father; 21 Letting yourselves be
ruled by one another in the fear of Christ. 22Wives, be under the authority
of yourhusbands, as of theLord. 23For thehusband is theheadof thewife, as
Christ is the head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body. 24And
as the church is under Christ's authority, so let wives be under the rule of
their husbands in all things. 25Husbands, have love for your wives, even as
Christ had love for the church, and gave himself for it; 26 So that he might
make it holy, having made it clean with the washing of water by the word,
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27And might take it for himself, a church full of glory, not having one mark
or fold or any such thing; but that itmight be holy and complete. 28Even so it
is right for husbands to have love for their wives as for their bodies. Hewho
has love for his wife has love for himself: 29 For no man ever had hate for
his flesh; but he gives it food and takes care of it, even as Christ does for the
church; 30 Because we are parts of his body. 31 For this cause will a man go
away from his father andmother and be joined to his wife, and the twowill
become one flesh. 32 This is a great secret: but my words are about Christ
and the church. 33But do you, everyone, have love for his wife, even as for
himself; and let the wife see that she has respect for her husband.

6
1 Children, do what is ordered by your fathers and mothers in the Lord:

for this is right. 2Give honour to your father and mother (which is the first
rule having a reward), 3 So that all may be well for you, and your life may
be long on the earth. 4And, you fathers, do not make your children angry:
but give them training in the teaching and fear of the Lord. 5 Servants, do
what is ordered by those who are your natural masters, having respect and
fear for them,with all yourheart, as to Christ; 6Not onlyunder yourmaster's
eye, as pleasers of men; but as servants of Christ, doing the pleasure of God
from the heart; 7 Doing your work readily, as to the Lord, and not to men:
8 In the knowledge that for every good thing anyone does, he will have his
reward from theLord, If he is a servant or if he is free. 9And, youmasters, do
the same things to them, notmaking use of violent words: in the knowledge
that their Master and yours is in heaven, and he has no respect for a man's
position. 10 Lastly, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his power.
11 Take up God's instruments of war, so that you may be able to keep your
position against all the deceits of the Evil One. 12For our fight is not against
fleshandblood, butagainst authorities andpowers, against theworld-rulers
of this dark night, against the spirits of evil in the heavens. 13For this reason
take up all the arms of God, so that you may be able to be strong in the evil
day, and, havingdoneall, to keepyourplace. 14Takeyourplace, then, having
your body clothed with the true word, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness; 15Be readywith the goodnewsof peace as shoes onyour feet;
16Andmost of all, using faith as a cover to keep off all the flaming arrows of
the Evil One. 17And take salvation for your head-dress and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God: 18With prayers and deep desires, making
requests at all times in the Spirit, andkeepingwatch,with strongpurpose, in
prayer for all the saints, 19And forme, that wordsmay be given tome in the
openingofmymouth, tomake clearwithout fear the secret of the goodnews,
20 For which I am a representative in chains, and that I may say without
fear the things which it is right for me to say. 21 But so that you may have
knowledge of my business, and how I am, Tychicus, the well-loved brother
and tested servant in the Lord, will give you news of all things: 22Whom I
have sent to you for this very purpose, so that you may have knowledge of
our position, and that hemay give comfort to your hearts. 23Peace be to the
brothers, and lovewith faith, fromGod the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
24Grace be with all those who have true love for our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Paul’s Letter to the Philippians

1Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus
at Philippi, with the Bishops and Deacons of the church: 2Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I give praise to my
God at every memory of you, 4And in all my prayers for you all, making my
requestwith joy, 5Becauseof yourhelp in giving the goodnews from thefirst
day till now; 6 For I am certain of this very thing, that he by whom the good
work was started in you will make it complete till the day of Jesus Christ:
7 So it is right for me to take thought for you all in this way, because I have
you in my heart; for in my chains, and in my arguments before the judges
in support of the good news, making clear that it is true, you all have your
part with me in grace. 8For God is my witness, howmy love goes out to you
all in the loving mercies of Christ Jesus. 9 And my prayer is that you may
be increased more and more in knowledge and experience; 10 So that you
may give your approval to the best things; that youmay be true andwithout
wrongdoing till the day of Christ; 11Being full of the fruits of righteousness,
which are through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 12Now it is
my purpose to make clear to you, brothers, that the cause of the good news
has been helped by my experiences; 13 So that it became clear through all
the Praetorium, and to all the rest, that Iwas a prisoner on account of Christ;
14And most of the brothers in the Lord, taking heart because of my chains,
are all the stronger to give the word of God without fear. 15 Though some
are preaching Christ out of envy and competition, others do it out of a good
heart: 16These do it from love, conscious that I am responsible for the cause
of the goodnews: 17But those are preaching Christ in a spirit of competition,
not from their hearts, but with the purpose of giving me pain in my prison.
18What then? only that in everyway, falsely or truly, the preaching of Christ
goes on; and in this I amglad, andwill be glad. 19For I am conscious that this
will be formy salvation, throughyourprayer and the giving out of the stored
wealth of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 In the measure of my strong hope and
belief that in nothing will I be put to shame, but that without fear, as at all
times, so now will Christ have glory in my body, by life or by death. 21 For
to me life is Christ and death is profit. 22 But if I go on living in the flesh —
if this is the fruit of my work — then I do not see what decision to make. 23 I
am in a hard position between the two, having a desire to go away and be
with Christ, which is very much better: 24 Still, to go on in the flesh is more
necessary because of you. 25And being certain of this, I am conscious that I
will go on, yes, and go on with you all, for your growth and joy in the faith;
26So thatyourpride inmemaybe increased inChrist Jesus throughmybeing
presentwithyouagain. 27Only let yourbehaviourdocredit to thegoodnews
of Christ, so that if I come and see you or if I am away from you, I may have
news of you that you are strong in one spirit, working togetherwith one soul
for the faith of the goodnews; 28Havingno fear of thosewhoareagainst you;
which is a clear signof their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from
God; 29Because toyou it hasbeengiven in the causeofChrist not only tohave
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faith in him, but to undergo pain on his account: 30 Fighting the same fight
which you saw inme, and now have word of in me.

2
1 If then there is any comfort in Christ, any help given by love, any uniting

ofhearts in theSpirit, any lovingmercies andpity, 2Makemy joy completeby
being of the samemind, having the same love, being in harmony and of one
mind; 3Doingnothing through envy or throughpride, butwith low thoughts
of self let everyone take others to be better than himself; 4 Not looking
everyone to his private good, but keeping in mind the things of others. 5Let
this mind be in youwhich was in Christ Jesus, 6Towhom, though himself in
the form of God, it did not seem that to take for oneself was to be like God;
7But he made himself as nothing, taking the form of a servant, being made
like men; 8And being seen in form as a man, he took the lowest place, and
let himself be put to death, even the death of the cross. 9For this reason God
has put him in the highest place and has given to him the name which is
greater than every name; 10 So that at the name of Jesus every knee may be
bent, of those in heaven and those on earth and those in the underworld,
11 And that every tongue may give witness that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. 12 So then, my loved ones, as you have at all times
donewhat I say, not onlywhen I ampresent, but nowmuchmorewhen I am
notwithyou, give yourselves toworkingout your salvationwith fear inyour
hearts; 13For it isGodwho is the causeof yourdesiresandofyouracts, forhis
goodpleasure. 14Doall thingswithoutprotests andarguments; 15So that you
may be holy and gentle, children of Godwithout sin in a twisted and foolish
generation, amongwhom you are seen as lights in the world, 16Offering the
word of life; so that I may have glory in you in the day of Christ, becausemy
running was not for nothing and my work was not without effect. 17 And
even if I am offered like a drink offering, giving myself for the cause and
work of your faith, I am glad and have joy with you all: 18And in the same
way do you be glad and have a part inmy joy. 19But I am hoping in the Lord
Jesus to send Timothy to you before long, so that I may be comforted when I
have news of you. 20For I have noman of likemindwhowill truly have care
for you. 21 For they all go after what is theirs, not after the things of Christ.
22 But his quality is clear to you; how, as a child is to its father, so he was a
help to me in the work of the good news. 23Him then I am hoping to send as
quickly as possible, when I am able to see how things will go for me: 24But I
have faith in the Lord that Imyself will come before long. 25But it seemed to
me necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, who has taken part
withme in theworkand in thefight, andyour servant, sentbyyou forhelp in
my need; 26Because his heart was with you all, and he was greatly troubled
because youhadnews that hewas ill: 27For in fact hewas ill almost to death:
but God had mercy on him; and not only on him but on me, so that I might
not have grief on grief. 28 I have sent him, then, themore gladly, so thatwhen
you see him again, you may be happy and I may have the less sorrow. 29 So
take him to your hearts in the Lord with all joy, and give honour to such as
he is: 30Because for the work of Christ he was near to death, putting his life
in danger to make your care for me complete.
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3
1For the rest, my brothers, be glad in the Lord. Writing the same things to

you is no trouble tome, and for you it is safe. 2Be on thewatch against dogs,
against theworkersof evil, against thoseof thecircumcision: 3Forweare the
circumcision, who give worship to God and have glory in Jesus Christ, and
haveno faith in theflesh: 4Even though Imyselfmighthave faith in theflesh:
if any other man has reason to have faith in the flesh, I have more: 5 Being
given circumcision on the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, aHebrewofHebrews; in relation to the law, a Pharisee: 6 In bitter
hate I was cruel to the church; I kept all the righteousness of the law to the
last detail. 7 But those things which were profit to me, I gave up for Christ.
8 Yes truly, and I am ready to give up all things for the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, which is more than all: for whom I have undergone the loss
of all things, and to me they are less than nothing, so that I may have Christ
as my reward, 9And be seen in him, not having my righteousness which is
of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousnesswhich
is of God by faith: 10That I may have knowledge of him, and of the power of
his coming back from the dead, and a part with him in his pains, becoming
like him in his death; 11 If in any way I may have the reward of life from the
dead. 12Not as if I had even now got the reward or beenmade complete: but
I go on in the hope that I may come to the knowledge of that for which I was
made the servant of Christ Jesus. 13Brothers, it is clear to me that I have not
come to that knowledge; but one thing I do, letting go those thingswhich are
past, and stretching out to the things which are before, 14 I go forward to the
mark, even the reward of the high purpose of God in Christ Jesus. 15Then let
us all, who have come to full growth, be of this mind: and if in anything you
are of a differentmind, even thiswill Godmake clear to you: 16Only, as far as
we have got, let us be guided by the same rule. 17Brothers, take me as your
example, and take note of thosewho arewalking after the examplewe have
given. 18For there are those, of whom I have given youword before, and do
so now with sorrow, who are haters of the cross of Christ; 19Whose end is
destruction, whose god is the stomach, and whose glory is in their shame,
whose minds are fixed on the things of the earth. 20 For our country is in
heaven; from where the Saviour for whom we are waiting will come, even
theLord Jesus Christ: 21Bywhom this poor body of ourswill be changed into
the image of the body of his glory, in the measure of the working by which
he is able to put all things under himself.

4
1 So my brothers, well loved and very dear to me, my joy and crown, be

strong in the Lord, my loved ones. 2 I make request to Euodias and Syntyche
to be of the samemind in the Lord. 3And I make request to you, true helper
inmywork, to see to the needs of thosewomenwho took partwithme in the
good news, with Clement and the rest of my brother-workers whose names
are in the book of life. 4Be glad in the Lord at all times: again I say, Be glad.
5 Let your gentle behaviour be clear to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Have
no cares; but in everything with prayer and praise put your requests before
God. 7And the peace of God, which is deeper than all knowledge, will keep
your hearts andminds in Christ Jesus. 8For the rest, my brothers, whatever



Philippians 4:9 1183 Philippians 4:23

things are true, whatever things have honour, whatever things are upright,
whatever things are holy, whatever things are beautiful, whatever things
are of value, if there is any virtue and if there is any praise, give thought to
these things. 9The things which came to you bymy teaching and preaching,
andwhich you saw inme, these things do, and the God of peace will be with
you. 10But I am very glad in the Lord that your care for me has come to life
again; though you did in fact take thought for me, but you were not able
to give effect to it. 11 But I will not say anything about my needs, for I am
able, wherever I am, to be dependent on myself. 12 It is the same to me if I
am looked down on or honoured; everywhere and in all things I have the
secret of how to be full and how to gowithout food; how to havewealth and
how to be in need. 13 I am able to do all things through him who gives me
strength. 14But you didwell to have care forme inmyneed. 15And youhave
knowledge, Philippians, that when the good news first came to you, when I
went away fromMacedonia, no church took part withme in the business of
giving to the saints, but you only; 16Because even in Thessalonica you sent
once and again tome inmyneed. 17Not that I am looking for an offering, but
for fruit which may be put to your credit. 18 I have all things andmore than
enough: I am made full, having had from Epaphroditus the things which
came fromyou, a perfume of a sweet smell, an offeringwell pleasing to God.
19AndmyGodwill give you all you have need of from thewealth of his glory
in Christ Jesus. 20Now to God our Father be glory for ever and ever. So be
it. 21Give words of love to every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are
withme send you their love. 22All the saints send their love to you, specially
thosewho are of Caesar's house. 23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ bewith
your spirit.
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Paul’s Letter to the Colossians

1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the purpose of God, and Timothy our
brother, 2 To the saints and true brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to
you and peace from God our Father. 3We give praise to God the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, making prayer for you at all times, 4After hearing of
your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which you have for all the saints,
5Through the hopewhich is in store for you in heaven; knowledge of which
was given to youbefore in the trueword of the goodnews, 6Whichhas come
to you; and which in all the world is giving fruit and increase, as it has done
inyou fromthedaywhen it came toyourearsandyouhad trueknowledgeof
the grace of God; 7As it was given to you by Epaphras, ourwell-loved helper,
who is a true servant of Christ for us, 8And who, himself, made clear to us
your love in the Spirit. 9For this reason,we, from thedaywhenwehadword
of it, keep on in prayer for you, that you may be full of the knowledge of his
purpose, with all wisdom and experience of the Spirit, 10Living uprightly in
the approval of the Lord, giving fruit in every good work, and increasing in
the knowledge of God; 11 Full of strength in the measure of the great power
of his glory, so that youmay undergo all troubleswith joy; 12Giving praise to
theFatherwhohasgivenusapart in theheritageof the saints in light; 13Who
hasmade us free from the power of evil and given us a place in the kingdom
of the Son of his love; 14 In whom we have our salvation, the forgiveness of
sins: 15Who is the image of the unseen God coming into existence before all
living things; 16 For by him all things were made, in heaven and on earth,
things seen and things unseen, authorities, lords, rulers, and powers; all
thingsweremadebyhimand forhim; 17He isbeforeall things, and inhimall
things have being. 18And he is the head of the body, the church: the starting
point of all things, the first to come again from the dead; so that in all things
he might have the chief place. 19 For God in full measure was pleased to be
in him; 20 Through him uniting all things with himself, having made peace
through the blood of his cross; through him, I say, uniting all things which
are on earth or inheaven. 21Andyou,who in thepastwere cut offandatwar
with God in your minds through evil works, he has nowmade one 22 In the
body of his flesh through death, so that you might be holy and without sin
and free from all evil before him: 23 If you keep yourselves safely based in
the faith, notmoved from the hope of the good newswhich came to you, and
which was given to every living being under heaven; of which I, Paul, was
made a servant. 24Now I have joy inmypain because of you, and inmyflesh
I undergo whatever is still needed to make the sorrows of Christ complete,
for the salvation of his body, the church; 25Of which I became a servant by
the purpose of Godwhichwas given tome for you, to give effect to the word
of God, 26 The secret which has been kept from all times and generations,
but has now been made clear to his saints, 27 To whom God was pleased to
give knowledge of the wealth of the glory of this secret among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28Whomweare preaching; guiding
and teaching every man in all wisdom, so that every man may be complete
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in Christ; 29And for this purpose I amworking, using all my strength by the
help of his power which is working inme strongly.

2
1 For it is my desire to give you news of the great fight I am making for

you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not seen my face in the
flesh; 2So that their heartsmaybe comforted, and that being joined together
in love, they may come to the full wealth of the certain knowledge of the
secret of God, even Christ, 3 In whom are all the secret stores of wisdom
and knowledge. 4 I say this so that you may not be turned away by any
deceit of words. 5 For though I am not present in the flesh, still I am with
you in the spirit, seeing with joy your order, and your unchanging faith in
Christ. 6 As, then, you took Christ Jesus the Lord, so go on in him, 7 Rooted
and based together in him, strong in the faith which the teaching gave you,
giving praise to God at all times. 8 Take care that no one takes you away by
force, through man's wisdom and deceit, going after the beliefs of men and
the theories of the world, and not after Christ: 9 For in him all the wealth of
God's being has a living form, 10 And you are complete in him, who is the
head of all rule and authority: 11 In whom you had a circumcision notmade
with hands, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision
of Christ; 12 Having been put to death with him in baptism, by which you
came to life again with him, through faith in the working of God, whomade
him come back from the dead. 13 And you, being dead through your sins
and the evil condition of your flesh, to you, I say, he gave life together with
him, and forgiveness of all our sins; 14Having put an end to the handwriting
of the law which was against us, taking it out of the way by nailing it to his
cross; 15Having made himself free from the rule of authorities and powers,
he put them openly to shame, glorying over them in it. 16 For this reason
let no man be your judge in any question of food or drink or feast days or
new moons or Sabbaths: 17 For these are an image of the things which are
to come; but the body is Christ's. 18 Let no man take your reward from you
by consciouslymaking little of himself and givingworship to angels; having
his thoughts fixed on the things which he has seen, being foolishly lifted up
in his natural mind, 19And not joined to the Head, from whom all the body,
being given strength and kept together through its joins and bands, has its
growth with the increase of God. 20 If you were made free, by your death
with Christ, from the rules of the world, why do you put yourselves under
the authority of orders 21Which say there may be no touching, tasting, or
taking in yourhands, 22 (Ruleswhich are all to come to an endwith their use)
after the orders and teaching of men? 23These things seem to have a sort of
wisdom in self-orderedworship andmaking little of oneself, andbeing cruel
to the body, not honouring it by giving it its natural use.

3
1 If thenyouhave anew lifewithChrist, give your attention to the things of

heaven, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Keep yourmind on
the higher things, not on the things of earth. 3For your life on earth is done,
and you have a secret lifewith Christ in God. 4At the coming of Christ who is
our life, you will be seen with him in glory. 5Then put to death your bodies
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which are of the earth; wrong use of the flesh, unclean things, passion, evil
desires and envy, which is the worship of strange gods; 6 Because of which
the wrath of God comes on those who go against his orders; 7Among whom
youwere living in the past, when youdid such things. 8But now it is right for
you to put away all these things; wrath, passion, bad feeling, curses, unclean
talk; 9Do not make false statements to one another; because you have put
away the oldmanwith all his doings, 10Andhaveput on thenewman,which
has become new in knowledge after the image of his maker; 11Where there
is no Greek or Jew, no one with circumcision or without circumcision, no
division between nations, no servant or free man: but Christ is all and in
all. 12 As saints of God, then, holy and dearly loved, let your behaviour be
marked by pity and mercy, kind feeling, a low opinion of yourselves, gentle
ways, and a power of undergoing all things; 13 Being gentle to one another
and having forgiveness for one another, if anyone has done wrong to his
brother, evenas theLordhad forgiveness for you: 14Andmore thanall, have
love; the only way in which you may be completely joined together. 15And
let the peace of Christ be ruling in your hearts, as it was the purpose of God
for you to be one body; and give praise to God at all times. 16Let the word of
Christ be in you in all wealth of wisdom; teaching and helping one another
with songs of praise and holy words, making melody to God with grace in
your hearts. 17And whatever you do, in word or in act, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving praise to God the Father through him. 18Wives, be
under the authority of your husbands, as is right in the Lord. 19Husbands,
have love for your wives, and be not bitter against them. 20Children, do the
orders of your fathers and mothers in all things, for this is pleasing to the
Lord. 21Fathers, do not be hard on your children, so that their spiritmay not
be broken. 22 Servants, in all things do the orders of your natural masters;
not only when their eyes are on you, as pleasers of men, but with all your
heart, fearing the Lord: 23Whatever you do, do it readily, as to the Lord and
not to men; 24 Being certain that the Lord will give you the reward of the
heritage: for you are the servants of the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer
will have punishment for the wrong he has done, without respect for any
man's position.

4
1Masters, give your servants what is right and equal, conscious that you

have a Master in heaven. 2 Give yourselves to prayer at all times, keeping
watchwith praise; 3Andmaking prayer for us, that Godmay give us an open
door for the preaching of the word, the secret of Christ, for which I am now
in chains; 4 So that I may make it clear, as it is right for me to do. 5 Be wise
in your behaviour to those who are outside, making good use of the time.
6Let your talk bewith grace, mixedwith salt, so that youmay be able to give
an answer to everyone. 7 Tychicus will give you news of all my business:
he is a dear brother and true servant and helper in the word; 8And I have
sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may have news of how
we are, and so that he may give your hearts comfort; 9And with him I have
sent Onesimus, the true andwell-loved brother, who is one of you. Theywill
give you word of everything which is taking place here. 10Aristarchus, my
brother-prisoner, sends his love to you, and Mark, a relation of Barnabas
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(about whom you have been given orders: if he comes to you, be kind to
him), 11And Jesus,whose othername is Justus; these are of the circumcision:
they are my only brother-workers for the kingdom of God, who have been
a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus,
sends you his love, ever taking thought for you in his prayers, that you may
be complete and fully certain of all the purpose of God. 13For I give witness
ofhim thathehasundergonemuch trouble foryouand for those inLaodicea
and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke, our well-loved medical friend, and Demas, send
you their love. 15Give my love to the brothers in Laodicea and to Nymphas
and the church in their house. 16Andwhen this letter has beenmade public
among you, let the same be done in the church of Laodicea; and see that you
have the letter from Laodicea. 17Say to Archippus, See that you do the work
which the Lord has given you to do. 18 I, Paul, give you this word of love in
my handwriting. Keep inmemory that I am a prisoner. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul andSilvanus andTimothy, to the churchof theThessalonians inGod

theFatherand theLord JesusChrist: Grace toyouandpeace. 2Wegivepraise
to God at all times for you, keeping you in memory in our prayers; 3Having
ever in mind your work of faith and acts of love and the strength of your
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father; 4Being conscious,
my brothers, dear to God, that you have beenmarked out by God's purpose;
5 Because our good news came to you, not in word only, but in power, and
in the Holy Spirit, so that youwere completely certain of it; even as you saw
what our behaviour to you was like from our love to you. 6 And you took
us and the Lord as your example, after the word had come to you in much
trouble, with joy in the Holy Spirit; 7 So that you became an example to all
those who have faith in Christ in Macedonia and Achaia. 8For not only was
the word of the Lord sounding out from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but
in every place your faith in God is made clear; so that we have no need to
say anything. 9 For they themselves give the news of how we came among
you; and how youwere turned from images to God, to the worship of a true
and living God, 10Waiting for his Son fromheaven, who came back from the
dead, even Jesus, our Saviour from the wrath to come.

2
1For you yourselves, brothers, are conscious that our coming among you

was not without effect: 2 But after we had first undergone much pain and
been cruelly attacked as you saw, at Philippi, by the help of God we gave
you the good newswithout fear, though everythingwas against us. 3For our
witness does not come from error or from an unclean heart or from deceit:
4 But even as the good news was given to us by the approval of God, so we
give it out; not as pleasing men, but God by whom our hearts are tested.
5For it is commonknowledge amongyou thatwenevermadeuse of smooth-
sounding false words, and God is witness that at no time were we secretly
desiring profit for ourselves, 6Or looking for glory from men, from you or
from others, when wemight have made ourselves a care to you as Apostles
of Christ. 7But wewere gentle among you, like awoman caring for her little
ones: 8Even so, being full of loving desire for you, we took delight in giving
you not only God's good news, but even our lives, because you were dear to
us. 9 For you have the memory, my brothers, of our trouble and care; how,
working night and day, so that we might not be a trouble to any of you, we
gave you the goodnewsofGod. 10Youarewitnesses,withGod, howholy and
upright and free fromall evil was ourway of life among youwho have faith;
11Evenas you sawhow, like a fatherwithhis children,wewere teaching and
comfortingyouall, andgivingwitness, 12So that your livesmightbepleasing
to God, who has given you a part in his kingdom and his glory. 13 And for
this cause we still give praise to God, that, when the word came to your ears
through us, you took it, not as theword ofman, but, as it truly is, theword of
God, which has living power in youwho have faith. 14For you, my brothers,
took as your examples the churches of God which are in Judaea in Christ
Jesus; because you underwent the same things from your countrymen as
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they did from the Jews; 15Who put to death the Lord Jesus and the prophets,
violently driving us out; who are unpleasing to God and against all men;
16Who, to make the measure of their sins complete, kept us from giving the
word of salvation to the Gentiles: but the wrath of God is about to come on
them in the fullest degree. 17Butwe,mybrothers, being away fromyou for a
short time, in body but not in heart, had all themore desire to see your face;
18Forwhich reasonwemade attempts to come to you, even I, Paul, once and
again; but Satankeptus fromcoming. 19Forwhat is ourhopeor joyor crown
of glory? Are not even you, before our Lord Jesus, at his coming? 20For you
are our glory and our joy.

3
1 At last our desire to have news of you was so strong that, while we

ourselves were waiting at Athens, 2We sent Timothy, our brother and God's
servant in the good news of Christ, to give you strength and comfort in your
faith; 3 So that no man might be moved by these troubles; because you see
that these things are part of God's purpose for us. 4Andwhenwewere with
you, we said to you that trouble was before us; and so it came about, as you
see. 5 For this reason, when I was no longer able to keep quiet, I sent to get
news of your faith, fearing that youmight be tested by the Evil One and that
our work might come to nothing. 6 But now that Timothy has come to us
from you, and has given us good news of your faith and love, and that you
have happy memories of us, desiring greatly to see us, even as we do to see
you; 7For this cause, brothers, inall our troubleandgriefwewerecomforted
about you because of your faith; 8For it is life to us if you keep your faith in
the Lord unchanged. 9 For how great is the praise which we give to God for
you, andhowgreat the joywithwhichweare glad because of youbefore our
God; 10Night and day requesting God again and again that wemay see your
face andmake your faith complete. 11Nowmay our God and Father himself
and our Lord Jesus make a way for us to come to you; 12And the Lord give
you increase of love in fullest measure to one another and to all men, even
as our love to you; 13 So that your hearts may be strong and free from all sin
before ourGodandFather, at the coming of ourLord Jesuswith all his saints.

4
1And last of all, the prayer which we make to you from our heart and in

the name of the Lord Jesus, is this: that as we made clear to you what sort
of behaviour is pleasing to God, as in fact you are doing now, so you will
go on in these ways, but more and more. 2 Because you have in mind the
orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For the purpose of God for you
is this: that youmaybeholy, andmaykeepyourselves fromthedesires of the
flesh; 4So that every one of youmay keep his body holy and in honour; 5Not
in the passion of evil desires, like the Gentiles, who have no knowledge of
God; 6And that nomanmaymake attempts to get the better of his brother in
business: for theLord is the judge in all these things, aswe said to youbefore
and gave witness. 7 Because it is God's purpose that our way of life may be
not unclean but holy. 8Whoever, then, goes against this word, goes against
not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 9 But about loving the
brothers, there is no need forme to say anything to you in this letter: for you
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have the teaching of God that love for one another is right and necessary;
10 And, truly, you are lovers of all the brothers in Macedonia; but it is our
desire that your love may be increased still more; 11And that you may take
pride in being quiet and doing your business, working with your hands as
we gave you orders; 12That youmay be respected by those who are outside,
andmay have need of nothing. 13But it is our desire, brothers, that youmay
be certain about those who are sleeping; so that you may have no need for
sorrow, as others have who are without hope. 14 For if we have faith that
Jesusunderwent death and camebackagain, even so thosewhoare sleeping
will come again with him by God's power. 15 For this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are still living at the coming of the Lord, will
not go before those who are sleeping. 16Because the Lord himself will come
downfromheavenwithawordofauthority,with thevoiceof the chief angel,
with the soundof ahorn: and thedead inChristwill come to lifefirst; 17Then
wewho are still livingwill be taken up togetherwith them into the clouds to
see the Lord in the air: and so will we be for ever with the Lord. 18 So then,
give comfort to one another with these words.

5
1But about the times and their order, my brothers, there is no need forme

to say anything to you. 2For you yourselves have the knowledge that the day
of the Lordwill come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, There is peace
andnodanger, then suddendestructionwill comeon them, asbirth-pains on
a womanwith child; and they will not be able to get away from it. 4But you,
mybrothers, arenot in thedark, for thatday toovertakeyou likea thief: 5For
you are all sons of light and of the day: we are not of the night or of the dark.
6So then, let us not take our rest as the others do, but let us be self-controlled
and awake. 7 For those who are sleeping do so in the night; and those who
are the worse for drink are so in the night; 8 But let us, who are of the day,
be serious, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and on our heads,
the hope of salvation. 9 For God's purpose for us is not wrath, but salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10Whowas put to death for us, so that, awake
or sleeping, we may have a part in his life. 11 So then, go on comforting and
buildinguponeanother, as youhavebeendoing. 12Butwemake this request
to you, my brothers: give attention to those who are working among you,
who are over you in the Lord to keep order among you; 13And have a high
opinionof themin lovebecauseof theirwork. Beatpeaceamongyourselves.
14And our desire is that youwill keep control over thosewhose lives are not
well ordered, giving comfort to the feeble-hearted, supporting those with
little strength, and putting up with much from all. 15 Let no one give evil
for evil; but ever go after what is good, for one another and for all. 16Have
joy at all times. 17Keep on with your prayers. 18 In everything give praise:
for this is the purpose of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not put out the
light of the Spirit; 20 Do not make little of the words of the prophets; 21 Let
all things be tested; keep to what is good; 22 Keep from every form of evil.
23And may the God of peace himself make you holy in every way; and may
your spirit and soul and body be free from all sin at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 24God, by whom you have been marked out in his purpose, is
unchanging and will make it complete. 25Brothers, keep us in mind in your
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prayers. 26Give all the brothers a holy kiss. 27 I give orders in the name of
the Lord that all the brothers are to be present at the reading of this letter.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.



2 Thessalonians 1:1 1192 2 Thessalonians 2:12

Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul andSilvanus andTimothy, to the churchof theThessalonians inGod

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to you and peace fromGod the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 It is right for us to give praise to God at
all times for you, brothers, because of the great increase of your faith, and
the wealth of your love for one another; 4 So that we ourselves take pride in
you in the churches of God for your untroubled mind and your faith in all
the troubles and sorrows which you are going through; 5Which is a clear
sign of the decision which God in his righteousness has made; to give you
a part in his kingdom, for which you have undergone this pain; 6 For it is
an act of righteousness on God's part to give trouble as their reward to those
who are troubling you, 7And to youwho are troubled, restwith us, when the
Lord Jesus comes fromheavenwith the angels of his power in flames of fire,
8 To give punishment to those who have no knowledge of God, and to those
who do not give ear to the good news of our Lord Jesus: 9Whose rewardwill
be eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his
strength, 10At his coming, whenhewill have glory in his saints, andwill be a
cause of wonder in all those who had faith (because our witness among you
had effect) in that day. 11 For this reason, you are ever in our prayers, that
youmay seem to our God such asmay have a part in his purpose and that by
his powerhewillmakeall his goodpurpose, and theworkof faith, complete;
12So that glorymay be given to the name of our Lord Jesus through you, and
youmayhave glory inhim, by the grace of ourGodand theLord Jesus Christ.

2
1 Now as to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and our meeting with

him, it is our desire, my brothers, 2 That you may not be moved in mind
or troubled by a spirit, or by a word, or by a letter as from us, with the
suggestion that the day of the Lord is even now come; 3 Give no belief to
false words: because there will first be a falling away from the faith, and
the revelation of the man of sin, the son of destruction, 4Who puts himself
against all authority, lifting himself up over all which is named God or is
givenworship; so that he takes his seat in the Temple of God, putting himself
forward as God. 5Have you nomemory of what I said when I was with you,
giving youword of these things? 6And now it is clear to youwhat is keeping
back his revelation till the time comes for him to be seen. 7 For the secret
of evil is even now at work: but there is one who is keeping back the evil
till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then will come the revelation of that
evil one, whom the Lord Jesuswill put to deathwith the breath of hismouth,
and give to destructionby the revelation of his coming; 9Even the onewhose
coming ismarkedby theworkingof Satan,withall powerandsignsand false
wonders, 10 And with every deceit of wrongdoing among those whose fate
is destruction; because they were quite without that love of the true faith
by which they might have salvation. 11 And for this cause, God will give
them up to the power of deceit and they will put their faith in what is false:
12 So that they all may be judged, who had no faith in what is true, but took
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pleasure in evil. 13 But it is right for us to give praise to God at all times for
you, brothers, loved by the Lord, because it was the purpose of God from the
first that youmighthave salvation, beingmadeholyby theSpirit andby faith
in what is true: 14And in this purpose he gave you a part through the good
news of which we were the preachers, even that youmight have part in the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, be strong in purpose, and
keep the teaching which has been given to you byword or by letter from us.
16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who had love for
us and has given us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17 Give
you comfort and strength in every good work andword.

3
1 For the rest, my brothers, let there be prayer for us that the word of the

Lord may go forward with increasing glory, even as it does with you; 2And
that we may be made free from foolish and evil men; for not all have faith.
3 But the Lord is true, who will give you strength and keep you safe from
evil. 4And we have faith in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will
do the things about which we give you orders. 5 And may your hearts be
guided by the Lord into the love of God and quiet waiting for Christ. 6Now
we give you orders, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep
away from all those whose behaviour is not well ordered and in harmony
with the teaching which they had from us. 7 For you yourselves are used to
taking us as your example, because our life among you was ruled by order,
8Andwedidnot take food fromanyman fornothing, butwereworkinghard
night and day not to be a trouble to any of you: 9Not because we have not
the right, but tomake ourselves an example to you, so that youmight do the
same. 10 For even when we were with you we gave you orders, saying, If
any man does no work, let him not have food. 11For it has come to our ears
that there are some among youwhose behaviour is uncontrolled, whodono
work at all, but are over-interested in the business of others. 12Now to such
we give orders and make request in the Lord Jesus, that, working quietly,
they get their living. 13And you, my brothers, do not get tired of well-doing.
14And if anyman does not give attention to what we have said in this letter,
take note of that man, and keep away from him, so that he may be shamed.
15Haveno feelingofhate forhim, but takehim inhandseriouslyasabrother.
16NowtheLordofpeacehimself giveyoupeaceat all timesand ineveryway.
May the Lord be with you all. 17 These words of love to you at the end are
in my writing, Paul's writing, and this is the mark of every letter from me.
18May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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Paul’s First Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the order of God our Saviour and

Christ Jesus our hope; 2To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy,
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 It was my desire,
when I went on into Macedonia, that you might make a stop at Ephesus,
to give orders to certain men not to put forward a different teaching, 4 Or
to give attention to stories and long lists of generations, from which come
questionings and doubts, in place of God's ordered way of life which is in
faith; 5 But the effect of the order is love coming from a clean heart, and a
knowledge of what is right, and true faith: 6 From which some have been
turned away, giving themselves to foolish talking; 7Desiring to be teachers
of the law, though they have no knowledge of what they say or of the
statements which they make so certainly. 8We are conscious that the law
is good, if a man makes a right use of it, 9With the knowledge that the law
is made, not for the upright man, but for those who have no respect for law
and order, for evil men and sinners, for the unholy and those who have no
religion, for thosewhoput their fathersormothers todeath, for takersof life,
10For those who go after loose women, for those with unnatural desires, for
those who take men prisoners, who make false statements and false oaths,
and those who do any other things against the right teaching, 11Whichmay
be seen in the good news of the glory of the great God, which was given into
my care. 12 I give praise to him who gave me power, Christ Jesus our Lord,
because he took me to be true, making me his servant, 13Though I had said
violent words against God, and done cruel acts, causing great trouble: but
I was given mercy, because I did it without knowledge, not having faith;
14And the grace of our Lord was very great, with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus. 15 It is a true saying, in which all may put their faith, that Christ
Jesuscame into theworld togive salvation to sinners, ofwhomIamthechief:
16 But for this reason I was given mercy, so that in me, the chief of sinners,
Jesus Christ might make clear all his mercy, as an example to those who in
the futurewould have faith in him to eternal life. 17Now to the King eternal,
ever-living, unseen, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. So
be it. 18This order I give to you, Timothymy son, in harmonywith thewords
of the prophets about you, so that by them you may be strong, fighting the
good fight, 19Keeping faith, and being conscious of well-doing; for some, by
not doing these things, have gone wrong in relation to the faith: 20 Such are
Hymenaeus andAlexander, whom Ihave givenup to Satan, so that theymay
say nomore evil words against God.

2
1Mydesire is, first of all, that youwillmake requests and prayers and give

praise for allmen; 2For kings and all those in authority; so thatwemayhave
a calm and quiet life in all fear of God and serious behaviour. 3This is good
and pleasing in the eyes of God our Saviour; 4Whose desire is that all men
may have salvation and come to the knowledge ofwhat is true. 5For there is
one God and one peacemaker between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
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6Who gave himself as an offering for all; witness ofwhichwas to be given at
the right time; 7And of this I became a preacher and anApostle (what I say is
true, not false,) anda teacher of theGentiles in the true faith. 8 It ismydesire,
then, that in every place menmay give themselves to prayer, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath or argument. 9 And that women may be dressed in
simple clothing, with a quiet and serious air; not with twisted hair and gold
or jewels or robes of great price; 10But clothed with good works, as is right
forwomenwho are living in the fear of God. 11Let awoman quietly take the
place of a learner and be under authority. 12 In my opinion it is right for a
woman not to be a teacher, or to have rule over aman, but to be quiet. 13For
Adamwas first formed, then Eve; 14And Adamwas not taken by deceit, but
the woman, being tricked, became a wrongdoer. 15But if they go on in faith
and love and holy self-control, she will be kept safe at the time of childbirth.

3
1 This is a true saying, A man desiring the position of a Bishop has a

desire for a good work. 2 The Bishop, then, is to be a man of good name,
the husband of one wife, self-controlled, serious-minded, having respect
for order, opening his house freely to guests, a ready teacher; 3Not quickly
moved to wrath or blows, but gentle; no fighter, no lover of money; 4Ruling
his housewell, havinghis childrenunder controlwith all serious behaviour;
5 (For if amanhas not the art of ruling his house, howwill he take care of the
church ofGod?) 6Not onenewly taken into the church, for fear that, through
his high opinion of himself, he may come into the same sin as the Evil One.
7 And he is to have a good name among those outside the church, so that
nothing may be said against him and he may not be taken by the designs of
the Evil One. 8Deacons, in the sameway, are to be serious in their behaviour,
not false in word, not given to taking much wine or greatly desiring the
wealth of this world; 9 Keeping the secret of the faith in a heart free from
sin. 10 And let these first be put to the test; then let them become Deacons
if there is nothing against them. 11Women are to be serious in behaviour,
saying no evil of others, controlling themselves, true in all things. 12 Let
Deacons be husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their houses
well. 13For thosewho have done goodwork as Deacons get for themselves a
good position and become free from fear in the faithwhich is in Christ Jesus.
14 I amwriting these things to you, though I amhoping to come to you before
long; 15But if I am long in coming, thiswillmake clear to youwhatbehaviour
is right formen in thehouse ofGod,which is the churchof the livingGod, the
pillar and base of what is true. 16And without argument, great is the secret
of religion: He who was seen in the flesh, who was given God's approval in
the spirit, was seen by the angels, of whom the good news was given among
the nations, in whom the world had faith, who was taken up in glory.

4
1 But the Spirit says clearly that in later times some will be turned away

from the faith, giving their minds to spirits of deceit, and the teachings of
evil spirits, 2Through the falseways ofmenwhosewords are untrue, whose
heartsareburnedaswithaheated iron; 3Whokeepmenfrombeingmarried
and from taking foodwhich Godmade to be takenwith praise by those who
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have faith and true knowledge. 4 Because everything which God has made
is good, and nothing is evil, if it is taken with praise: 5For it is made holy by
the word of God and by prayer. 6 If you keep these things before the minds
of the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, trained in the
words of the faith and of the right teachingwhich has been your guide: 7But
have nothing to do with unclean and foolish stories. Give yourself training
in religion: 8 For the training of the body is of profit for a little, but religion
is of profit in every way, giving hope for the life which now is, and for that
which is to come. 9 This is a true saying, in which all may put their faith.
10And this is the purpose of all ourwork and our fighting, because our hope
is in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, and specially of thosewho
have faith. 11Let these be your orders and your teaching. 12Let no onemake
little of youbecause youare young, but be anexample to the church inword,
in behaviour, in love, in faith, in holy living. 13 Till I come, give attention to
the reading of the holy Writings, to comforting the saints, and to teaching.
14Make use of that grace in you, which was given to you by the word of the
prophets, when the rulers of the church put their hands on you. 15Have a
care for these things; giveyourself to themwithall yourheart, so that allmay
see how you go forward. 16Give attention to yourself and your teaching. Go
on in these things; for in doing so you will get salvation for yourself and for
those who give hearing to you.

5
1Do not say sharp words to one who has authority in the church, but let

your talk be as to a father, and to the younger men as to brothers: 2 To the
older women as to mothers, to the younger as to sisters, with a clean heart.
3 Give honour to widows who are truly widows. 4 But if any widow has
children or children's children, let these see that it is right to take care of
their family and their fathers and mothers: for this is pleasing in the eyes
of God. 5Now she who is truly a widow and without family puts her hope
in God, giving herself to prayer day and night. 6 But she who gives herself
to pleasure is dead while she is living. 7 Give orders to this effect, so that
no evil may be said of anyone. 8 If anyone has no care for his family and
those in his house, he is false to the faith, and is worse than one who has no
faith. 9 Let no woman be numbered among the widows who is under sixty
years old, and only if she has been the wife of one man, 10 And if witness
is given of her good works; if she has had the care of children, if she has
been kind to travellers, washing the feet of the saints, helping those who
are in trouble, giving herself to good works. 11 But to the younger widows
say No: for when their love is turned away from Christ, they have a desire
to be married; 12And they are judged because they have been false to their
first faith; 13And they get into the way of doing no work, going about from
house tohouse; andnotonlydoingnowork, but talking foolishly, beingover-
interested in the business of others, saying things which they have no right
to say. 14So it ismydesire that theyoungerwidowsmaybemarriedandhave
children, controlling their families, and giving the Evil One no chance to say
anything against them, 15For even now some are turned away to Satan. 16 If
anywomanof the faithhas relationswhoarewidows, let her give themhelp,
so that the care of themdoes not come on the church, and so itmay give help
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to thosewhoare trulywidowed. 17Let rulerswhoserule is goodbehonoured
twice over, specially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18For the
Writings say, It is not right to keep the ox from taking the grain when he is
crushing it. And, Theworker has a right to his reward. 19Do not take as true
any statement made against one in authority, but only if two or three give
witness to it. 20 Say sharp words to sinners when all are present, so that the
rest may be in fear. 21 I give you orders before God and Christ Jesus and the
angels of God's selection, to keep these orders without giving thought to one
side more than another. 22Do not put hands on any man without thought,
and have no part in other men's sins: keep yourself clean. 23 Do not take
onlywater as your drink, but take a little wine for the good of your stomach,
and because you are frequently ill. 24The sins of somemen are clearly seen,
goingbefore themtobe judged; butwithothers, their sins goafter them. 25 In
the sameway, there are goodworkswhich are clearly seen; and thosewhich
are not so, may not be kept secret.

6
1Let all who are servants under the yoke give all honour to their masters,

so thatnoevilmaybe saidagainst thenameofGodandhis teaching. 2And let
thosewhosemasters are of the faith have respect for thembecause they are
brothers, working for them themore readily, because thosewho take part in
the good work are of the faith and are dear. Give orders and teaching about
these things. 3 If any man gives different teaching, not in agreement with
the true words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the teaching which is in
agreementwith truereligion, 4Hehasanover-highopinionofhimself; being
withoutknowledge, havingonlyanunhealthy loveofquestioningsandwars
ofwords, fromwhich comeenvy, fighting, cruelwords, evil thoughts, 5Bitter
talk of men who, being evil in mind and dead to what is true, take the faith
to be a way of making profit. 6 But true faith, with peace of mind, is of
great profit: 7For we came into the world with nothing, andwe are not able
to take anything out; 8 But if we have food and a roof over us, let that be
enough. 9 But those who have a desire for wealth are falling into danger,
and are taken as in a net by a number of foolish and damaging desires,
through which men are overtaken by death and destruction. 10For the love
of money is a root of all evil: and some whose hearts were fixed on it have
been turned away from the faith, and been wounded with unnumbered
sorrows. 11 But you, O man of God, keep yourself from these things, and
go after righteousness, religion, faith, love, a quiet mind, gentle behaviour.
12 Be fighting the good fight of the faith; take for yourself the life eternal,
for which you were marked out, and of which you gave witness in the eyes
of all. 13 I give you orders before God, the giver of life, and Christ Jesus,
who before Pontius Pilate gave witness to the faith, 14 To keep the word
untouched by evil, clear from all shame, till the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ: 15Which at the right time he will make clear, who is the eternal and
only Ruler, King of kings, and Lord of lords; 16Who only has life for ever,
living in light towhich nomanmay come near; whomnoman has seen or is
able to see: to whom be honour and power for ever. So be it. 17Give orders
to those who have money and goods in this life, not to be lifted up in their
minds, or to put their hope in the uncertain chances of wealth, but in God
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who gives us in full measure all things for our use; 18And to do good, having
wealth in good works, being quick to give, taking part with one another;
19Making ready for themselves a safe place for the time to come, so that the
true life may be theirs. 20O Timothy, take good care of that which is given to
you, turning away from the wrong and foolish talk and arguments of that
knowledge which is falsely so named; 21 Through which some, who gave
their minds to it, have been turned away from the faith. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, in the hope of the

life which is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, mywell-loved child: Grace, mercy,
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I give praise to God,
whose servant I have been, with a heart free from sin, from the time of my
fathers, because in my prayers at all times the thought of you is with me,
night and day 4Desiring to see you, keeping in my memory your weeping,
so that I may be full of joy; 5Having in mind your true faith, which first was
in yourmother'smother Lois, and in yourmother Eunice, and, I am certain,
is now in you. 6 For this reason I say to you, Let that grace of God which is
in you, given to you by my hands, have living power. 7 For God did not give
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of self-control. 8 Have no
feeling of shame, then, for the witness of our Lord or for me, his prisoner:
but undergo all things for the goodnews in themeasure of the power ofGod;
9Who gave us salvation, marking us out for his purpose, not on account of
ourworks, but in themeasure of his purpose andhis grace, whichwas given
to us in Christ Jesus before times eternal, 10 But has now been made clear
by the revelation of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who put an end to death and
made life unending come to light through the good news, 11Of which I was
made a preacher and an Apostle and a teacher; 12And for which I undergo
these things: but I have no feeling of shame. For I have knowledge of him
in whom I have faith, and I am certain that he is able to keep that which I
have given into his care till that day. 13 Keep the form of those true words
which you had from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 14 That
good thing which was given to you keep safe, through the Holy Spirit which
is in us. 15 You have had news that all those in Asia went away from me;
among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes: 16May the Lord give mercy
to the house of Onesiphorus because he frequently gave me help, and had
no feeling of shame because I was in chains; 17 But when he was in Rome,
he went in search of me everywhere, and came to me 18 (May he have the
Lord's mercy in that day); and of all he did for me at Ephesus you have full
knowledge.

2
1 So then, my child, be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. 2And

the things which I have said to you before a number of witnesses, give to
those of the faith, so that they may be teachers of others. 3 Be ready to do
without the comforts of life, as one of the army of Christ Jesus. 4A fighting
man, when he is with the army, keeps himself free from the business of this
life so that hemaybe pleasing to himwhohas takenhim into his army. 5And
if a man takes part in a competition he does not get the crown if he has not
kept the rules. 6 It is right for the worker in the fields to be the first to take of
the fruit. 7Give thought to what I say; for the Lord will give you wisdom in
all things. 8Keep in mind Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, who came back
from the dead, as my good news gives witness: 9 In which I put up with the
hardest conditions, even prison chains, like one who has done a crime; but



2 Timothy 2:10 1200 2 Timothy 3:11

the word of God is not in chains. 10But I undergo all things for the saints, so
that they may have salvation in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 This is a
true saying: If we undergo death with him, then will we be living with him:
12 If we go on to the end, then we will be ruling with him: if we say we have
no knowledge of him, thenhewill say hehas no knowledge of us: 13 Ifwe are
without faith, still hekeeps faith, forhewillneverbeuntrue tohimself. 14Put
these things before them, giving themorders in the nameof the Lord to keep
themselves from fighting about words, which is of no profit, only causing
error in their hearers. 15 Let it be your care to get the approval of God, as
a workman who has no cause for shame, giving the true word in the right
way. 16But take no part inwrong and foolish talk, for thosewho do sowill go
farther into evil, 17And theirwordswill be likepoisonedwounds in theflesh:
such are Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18Menwhose ideas are all false, who say
that the coming back from the dead has even now taken place, overturning
the faith of some. 19 But God's strong base is unchanging, having this sign,
The Lord has knowledge of those who are his: and, Let everyone by whom
the name of the Lord is named be turned away from evil. 20Now in a great
house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but others of wood and
earth, and some which are honoured and some without honour. 21 If a man
makes himself clean from these, he will be a vessel for honour, made holy,
ready for the master's use, ready for every good work. 22But keep yourself
from those desires of the flesh which are strong when the body is young,
and go after righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those whose prayers go
up to the Lord from a clean heart. 23And put away foolish and uncontrolled
questionings, seeing that they are a cause of trouble. 24 For it is not right
for the Lord's servant to make trouble, but he is to be gentle to all, ready
in teaching, putting up with wrong, 25Gently guiding those who go against
the teaching; if by chance God may give them a change of heart and true
knowledge, 26And so they may get themselves free from the net of the Evil
One, beingmade the prisoners of the Lord's servant, for the purpose of God.

3
1 But be certain of this, that in the last days times of trouble will come.

2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, uplifted in pride, given
to bitter words, going against the authority of their fathers, never giving
praise, having no religion, 3Without natural love, bitter haters, saying evil
of others, violent and uncontrolled, hating all good, 4 False to their friends,
acting without thought, lifted up in mind, loving pleasure more than God;
5Having a form of religion, but turning their backs on the power of it: go
not with these. 6 For these are they who go secretly into houses, making
prisoners of foolish women, weighted down with sin, turned from the way
by their evil desires, 7Ever learning, and never coming to the knowledge of
what is true. 8 And as James and Jambres went against Moses, so do these
go against what is true: men of evil minds, who, tested by faith, are seen
to be false. 9But they will go no farther: for their foolish behaviour will be
clear to allmen, as theirswas in the end. 10But you took as your examplemy
teaching, behaviour, purpose, and faith; my long waiting, my love, my quiet
undergoing of trouble; 11My punishments and pain; the things which came
to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; the cruel attacks made on me: and
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the Lord made me free from them all. 12Yes, and all whose purpose is to be
living in the knowledge ofGod inChrist Jesus,will be cruelly attacked. 13Evil
and false men will become worse and worse, using deceit and themselves
overcome by deceit. 14But see that you keep to the teaching you have been
given and the things of which you are certain, conscious of who has been
your teacher; 15 And that from the time when you were a child, you have
had knowledge of the holy Writings, which are able to make you wise to
salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 Every holy Writing which comes
from God is of profit for teaching, for training, for guiding, for education in
righteousness: 17So that themanofGodmaybe complete, trained andmade
ready for every good work.

4
1 I giveyouorders, beforeGodandChrist Jesus,whowill be the judgeof the

living and the dead, and by his revelation and his kingdom; 2Be preaching
the word at all times, in every place; make protests, say sharp words, give
comfort, with longwaiting and teaching; 3For the timewill comewhen they
will not take the true teaching; but, moved by their desires, they will get for
themselves a great number of teachers for the pleasure of hearing them;
4 And shutting their ears to what is true, will be turned away to belief in
foolish stories. 5 But be self-controlled in all things, do without comfort, go
onpreaching the goodnews, completing theworkwhichhas been given you
to do. 6For I am even nowbeing offered, andmy end is near. 7 I havemade a
goodfight, I have come to the endofmy journey, I have kept the faith: 8From
now on, the crown of righteousness is made ready for me, which the Lord,
the upright judge, Will give to me at that day: and not only to me, but to all
those who have had love for his revelation. 9 Do your best to come to me
before long: 10 For Demas has gone away from me, for love of this present
life, and has gone to Thessalonica: Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatia. 11Only Luke iswithme. GetMark and take himwith you; for he is
of use to me in the work. 12 Tychicus I sent to Ephesus. 13 The coat which
I did not take from Troas and which is with Carpus, get when you come,
and the books, specially the papers. 14Alexander the copper-worker didme
much wrong: the Lord will give him the reward of his works: 15 But be on
the watch for him, for he was violent in his attacks on our teaching. 16 At
my first meeting with my judges, no one took my part, but all went away
fromme. May it not be put to their account. 17But the Lord was by my side
and gave me strength; so that through me the news might be given out in
full measure, and all the Gentiles might give ear: and I was taken out of the
mouth of the lion. 18 The Lord will keep me safe from every evil work and
will give me salvation in his kingdom in heaven: to whom be glory for ever
and ever. So be it. 19Givemy love to Prisca andAquila and those of the house
of Onesiphorus. 20Erastus was stopping at Corinth; but Trophimus, when I
last saw him was at Miletus, ill. 21Do your best to come before the winter.
Eubulus sends you his love, and Pudens and Linus and Claudia, and all the
brothers. 22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, in agreement

with the faith of the saints of God and the full knowledge of what is true in
harmonywith religion, 2 In the hope of eternal life, whichwasmade certain
before eternal time, by the word of God who is ever true; 3Who, in his time,
made clear his word in the good news, of which, by the order of God our
Saviour, I became a preacher; 4To Titus, my true child in our common faith:
Grace andpeace fromGod the Father andChrist Jesus our Saviour. 5 I did not
take you with me when I went away from Crete, so that you might do what
was necessary to put things in order there, placing men in authority over
the churches in every town, as I said to you; 6Men having a good record,
husbands of one wife, whose children are of the faith, children of whom
it may not be said that they are given to loose living or are uncontrolled.
7 For it is necessary for a Bishop to be a man of virtue, as God's servant; not
pushing himself forward, not quicklymoved towrath or blows, not desiring
profit for himself; 8 But opening his house freely to guests; a lover of what
is good, serious-minded, upright, holy, self-controlled; 9Keeping to the true
wordof the teaching, so that hemaybeable to give comfort by right teaching
and overcome the arguments of the doubters. 10 For there are men who
are not ruled by law; foolish talkers, false teachers, specially those of the
circumcision, 11By whom some families have been completely overturned;
who take money for teaching things which are not right; these will have to
be stopped. 12Oneof their prophets has said, Themenof Crete are ever false,
evil beasts, lovers of food, hating work. 13This witness is true. So say sharp
words to them so that theymay come to the right faith, 14Giving no attention
to the fictions of the Jews and the rules ofmenwho have no true knowledge.
15To the clean in heart all things are clean: but to thosewho are unclean and
without faith nothing is clean; they becomeunclean inmind and in thought.
16 They say that they have knowledge of God, while by their acts they are
turning their backs on him; they are hated by all, hard-hearted, and judged
to be without value for any good work.

2
1But let your words be in agreement with true and right teaching: 2 That

old men are to be simple in their tastes, serious, wise, true in faith, in love,
and of a quietmind. 3That oldwomen are to be self-respecting in behaviour,
not saying evil of others, not given to taking much wine, teachers of that
which is good, 4Training theyoungerwomen tohave love for theirhusbands
and children, 5 To be wise in mind, clean in heart, kind; working in their
houses, living under the authority of their husbands; so that no evil may
be said of the word of God. 6 To the young men give orders to be wise and
serious-minded: 7 In all things see that you are an example of good works;
holy in your teaching, serious in behaviour, 8 Saying true and right words,
againstwhich no protestmay bemade, so that hewho is not on our sidemay
be put to shame, unable to say any evil of us. 9 Servants are to be under the
authority of their masters, pleasing them in all things, without argument;
10Not takingwhat is not theirs, but giving clear signs of their good faith, in all
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things doing credit to the teaching of God our Saviour. 11For the grace of God
has come, giving salvation to all men, 12 Training us so that, turning away
fromevil and thedesiresof thisworld,wemaybe livingwiselyanduprightly
in the knowledge of God in this present life; 13Looking for the glad hope, the
revelationof thegloryof our greatGodandSaviour JesusChrist; 14Whogave
himself for us, so that hemightmake us free fromallwrongdoing, andmake
for himself a people clean in heart and on fire with good works. 15 On all
these points give teaching and help, and make clear what is right with all
authority. Let all men give you honour.

3
1 Make clear to them that they are to put themselves under rulers and

authorities, to do what they are ordered, to be ready for every good work,
2 To say no evil of any man, not to be fighters, to give way to others, to
be gentle in behaviour to all men. 3 For in the past we were foolish, hard
in heart, turned from the true way, servants of evil desires and pleasures,
living in bad feeling and envy, hated and hating one another. 4 But when
the mercy of God our Saviour, and his love to man was seen, 5Not by works
of righteousness which we did ourselves, but in the measure of his mercy,
he gave us salvation, through thewashing of the new birth and the giving of
new life in theHoly Spirit, 6Whichhe gaveus freely through Jesus Christ our
Saviour; 7So that, having been given righteousness through grace, wemight
haveapart in theheritage, thehopeof eternal life. 8This is a true saying; and
it is my desire that you may give certain witness about these things, so that
those who have had faith in God may give attention to good works. These
things are good and of profit to men; 9 But have nothing to do with foolish
questionings, and lists of generations, and fights and arguments about the
law; for they are of no profit and foolish. 10A man whose opinions are not
those of the church, after a first and second protest, is to be kept out of your
society; 11 Clearly he is in error and a sinner, being self-judged. 12When I
sendArtemasorTychicus to you, do yourbest to come tomeatNicopolis: for
it ismypurpose to be there for thewinter. 13Send Zenas, themanof law, and
Apollos on their journeywith all care, so that theymaybe inneedofnothing.
14And let our people go on with good works for necessary purposes, so that
they may not be without fruit. 15 All who are with me send you their love.
Give our love to our friends in the faith. Grace be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon,

ourdearhelper in the faith, 2And toApphia, our sister, and toArchippus, our
brother in God's army, and to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and
peace fromGod our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give praise to God at
all times andmake prayer for you, 5Hearing of the love and the faith which
you have to the Lord Jesus and to all the saints; 6 That the faith which you
have in common with them may be working with power, in the knowledge
of every good thing in you, for Christ. 7 For I had great joy and comfort in
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been made strong again
through you, brother. 8 And so, though I might, in the name of Christ, give
you orders to do what is right, 9 Still, because of love, in place of an order, I
make a request to you, I, Paul, an oldmanandnowaprisoner of Christ Jesus:
10My request is formy child Onesimus, the child ofmy chains, 11Who in the
past was of no profit to you, but now is of profit to you and to me: 12Whom
I have sent back to you, himwho is my very heart: 13Thoughmy desire was
to keep him with me, to be my servant in the chains of the good news, in
your place: 14 But without your approval I would do nothing; so that your
goodworksmight not be forced, but done freely from your heart. 15For it is
possible that for this reason he was parted from you for a time, so that you
might have him for ever; 16No longer as a servant, but more than a servant,
a brother, very dear to me specially, but much more to you, in the flesh as
well as in the Lord. 17 If then you takeme to be your friend and brother, take
him in as myself. 18 If he has done you any wrong or is in debt to you for
anything, put it to my account. 19 I, Paul, writing this myself, say, I will make
payment to you: and I do not say to you that you are in debt to me even for
your life. 20 So brother, let me have joy of you in the Lord: give new life to
my heart in Christ. 21Being certain that you will do my desire, I am writing
to you, in the knowledge that you will do evenmore than I say. 22Andmake
a room ready for me; for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be
given to you. 23Epaphras,my brother-prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you his
love; 24And so doMark, Aristarchus, Demas, andLuke,mybrother-workers.
25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. So be it.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 In times past the word of God came to our fathers through the prophets,

in different parts and in different ways; 2But now, at the end of these days,
it has come to us through his Son, to whom he has given all things for a
heritage, and through whom he made the order of the generations; 3Who,
being the outshining of his glory, the true image of his substance, supporting
all things by the word of his power, having given himself as an offering
making clean from sins, took his seat at the right hand of God in heaven;
4Having becomeby somuch better than the angels, as the namewhich is his
heritage is more noble than theirs. 5 To which of the angels did God say at
any time, You are my Son, this day I have given you being? or, I will be his
Father, and he will be my Son? 6And again, when he is sending his only Son
into the world, he says, Let all the angels of God give him worship. 7And of
the angels he says, Who makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of
fire: 8But of the Son he says, Your seat of power, O God, is for ever and ever;
and the rod of your kingdom is a rod of righteousness. 9 You have been a
lover of righteousness and a hater of evil; and so God, your God, has put the
oil of joy on your head more than on the heads of those who are with you.
10You, Lord, at the first did put the earth on its base, and the heavens are the
works of your hands: 11 They will come to their end; but you are for ever;
they will become old as a robe; 12 They will be rolled up like a cloth, even
like a robe, and they will be changed: but you are the same and your years
will have no end. 13But of which of the angels has he said at any time, Take
your seat atmy right hand till I put all thosewho are against you under your
feet? 14Are they not all helping spirits, who are sent out as servants to those
whose heritage will be salvation?

2
1For this reason there is themoreneed forus to give attention to the things

which have come to our ears, for fear that by chance we might be slipping
away. 2Because if the word which came through the angels was fixed, and
in the past every evil act against God's orders was given its full punishment;
3Whatwill comeonus, ifwe donot give ourminds to such a great salvation?
a salvation of which our fathers first had knowledge through the words of
the Lord, and which was made certain to us by those to whom his words
came; 4 And God was a witness with them, by signs and wonders, and by
more than natural powers, and by his distribution of the Holy Spirit at his
pleasure. 5For he did not make the angels rulers over the world to come, of
which I amwriting. 6But a certainwriterhas givenhiswitness, saying,What
isman, that you keephim inmind? what is the son ofman, that you takehim
into account? 7Youmade him a little lower than the angels; you gave him a
crown of glory and honour, and made him ruler over all the works of your
hands: 8You put all things under his feet. For in making man the ruler over
all things, God did not put anything outside his authority; though we do not
see everythingunder himnow. 9Butwe seehimwhowasmade a little lower
than the angels, even Jesus, crowned with glory and honour, because he let
himself be put to death so that by the grace of God he might undergo death



Hebrews 2:10 1206 Hebrews 3:19

for all men. 10Because it was right for him, forwhomand throughwhomall
things have being, in guiding his sons to glory, to make the captain of their
salvation complete through pain. 11 For he who makes holy and those who
are made holy are all of one family; and for this reason it is no shame for
him to give them the name of brothers, 12 Saying, I will give the knowledge
of your name to my brothers, I will make a song of praise to you before the
church. 13 And again he says, I will put my faith in him. And again, See, I
am here, and the children which God has given to me. 14 And because the
children are flesh and blood, he took a body himself and became like them;
so that by his death hemight put an end to himwho had the power of death,
that is to say, the Evil One; 15And let those who all their lives were in chains
because of their fear of death, go free. 16For, truly, hedoesnot take on the life
of angels, but that of the seed of Abraham. 17Because of this itwas necessary
for him to bemade like his brothers in every way, so that hemight be a high
priest full of mercy and keeping faith in everything to do with God, making
offerings for the sins of the people. 18For having been put to the test himself,
he is able to give help to others when they are tested.

3
1For this reason, holy brothers, marked out to have a part in heaven, give

thought to Jesus the representative and high priest of our faith; 2Who kept
faith with God who gave him his place, even as Moses did in all his house.
3And it was right for this man to havemore honour thanMoses, even as the
builder of a house has more honour than the house. 4For every house has a
builder; but the builder of all things is God. 5AndMoses certainly kept faith
as a servant, in all his house, and as a witness of those things which were
to be said later; 6But Christ as a son, over his house; whose house are we, if
we keep our hearts fixed in the glad and certain hope till the end. 7And so,
as the Holy Spirit says, Today if you let his voice come to your ears, 8Be not
hard of heart, aswhen youmademe angry, on the day of testing in thewaste
land, 9When your fathers put me to the test, and saw my works for forty
years. 10 So that I was angry with this generation, and I said, Their hearts
are in error at all times, and they have no knowledge of my ways; 11 And
being angry I made an oath, saying, They may not come into my rest. 12My
brothers, take care that there is not by chance in any one of you an evil heart
without belief, turning away from the living God: 13But give comfort to one
another every day as long as it is still Today; so that no one among you may
bemade hard by the deceit of sin: 14For if we keep the substance of the faith
whichwehadat the start, even till the end,wehaveapartwithChrist; 15As it
is said, Today if youwill let his voice come to your ears, be not hard of heart,
as when youmade him angry. 16Whomade him angrywhen his voice came
to them? was it not all thosewho came out of EgyptwithMoses? 17Andwith
whomwas he angry for forty years? was it not with those who did evil, who
came to their deaths in thewaste land? 18And towhomdid hemake an oath
that theymight not come into his rest? was it not to those who went against
his orders? 19Sowe see that theywere not able to go in because they had no
belief.
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4
1 Let us then, though we still have God's word that we may come into his

rest, go in fear that some of you may be unable to do so. 2 And, truly, the
good news came to us, even as it did to them; but the hearing of theword did
them no good, because they were not united in faith with the true hearers.
3For those of us who have belief come into his rest; even as he has said, As I
said in my oath when I was angry, They may not come into my rest: though
the works were done from the time of the making of the world. 4For in one
place he has said of the seventh day, And God had rest from all his works
on the seventh day; 5 And in the same place he says again, They will not
come into my rest. 6 So that as it is clear that some have to go in, and that
the first hearers of the good news were not able to go in because they went
against God's orders, 7After a long time, again naming a certain day, he says
inDavid, Today (as hehad said before), Today if youwill let his voice come to
your ears, be not hard of heart, 8For if Joshua had given them rest, hewould
not have said anything about another day. 9 So that there is still a Sabbath-
keeping for the people of God. 10 For the man who comes into his rest has
had rest from his works, as God did from his. 11Because of this, let us have
a strong desire to come into that rest, and let no one go after the example
of those who went against God's orders. 12For the word of God is living and
full of power, and is sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting through and
making a division even of the soul and the spirit, the bones and themuscles,
and quick to see the thoughts and purposes of the heart. 13 And there is
nothingmadewhich isnot completely clear tohim; there is nothing covered,
but all things areopen to the eyes ofhimwithwhomwehave todo. 14Having
then a great high priest, who has made his way through the heavens, even
Jesus the Son of God, let us be strong in our faith. 15 For we have not a high
priest who is not able to be touched by the feelings of our feeble flesh; but
we have one who has been tested in all points as we ourselves are tested,
but without sin. 16Then let us come near to the seat of grace without fear, so
that mercy may be given to us, and wemay get grace for our help in time of
need.

5
1 Every high priest who is taken from among men is given his position to

take careof the interests ofmen in those thingswhichhave todowithGod, so
that hemaymakeofferings for sins. 2He is able to have feeling for thosewho
have no knowledge and for those who are wandering from the true way,
because he himself is feeble; 3Andbeing feeble, he has tomake sin-offerings
forhimself aswell as for thepeople. 4Andnomanwho is not givenauthority
byGod, as Aaronwas, takes this honour for himself. 5 In the samewayChrist
didnot take forhimself the gloryof beingmadeahighpriest, butwas given it
byhimwhosaid, YouaremySon, this day Ihavegivenyoubeing: 6Ashe says
in another place, You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
7 Who in the days of his flesh, having sent up prayers and requests with
strong crying and weeping to him who was able to give him salvation from
death, had his prayer answered because of his fear of God. 8And though he
was a Son, through the pain which he underwent, the knowledge came to
him of what it was to be under God's orders; 9And when he had beenmade
complete, hebecame thegiverof eternal salvation toall thosewhoareunder
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his orders; 10Being named by God a high priest of the order of Melchizedek.
11Ofwhomwe havemuch to saywhich it is hard tomake clear, because you
are slow of hearing. 12And though by this time it would be right for you to
be teachers, you still have need of someone to give you teaching about the
first simple rules of God's revelation; youhave become like babieswhohave
needofmilk, andnot of solid food. 13For everyonewho takesmilk iswithout
experience of theword of righteousness: he is a child. 14But solid food is for
men of full growth, even for those whose senses are trained by use to see
what is good andwhat is evil.

6
1 For this reason let us go on from the first things about Christ to full

growth; notbuildingagain that onwhich it is based, that is, the turningof the
heart from dead works, and faith in God, 2The teaching of baptisms, and of
the putting on of hands, and of the future life of the dead, and of the judging
on the last day. 3Nowwewill do this, if God lets us. 4As for those who at one
time saw the light, tasting the good things from heaven, and having their
part in the Holy Spirit, 5With knowledge of the good word of God, and of
the powers of the coming time, 6And then let themselves be turned away, it
is not possible for their hearts to be made new a second time; because they
themselves put the Son of God on the cross again, openly shaming him. 7For
a land, drinking in the frequent rain and producing good plants for those
for whom it is worked, has a blessing from God: 8 But if it sends up thorns
and evil plants, it is of no use and is ready to be cursed; its only end is to be
burned. 9 But, my loved ones, though we say this, we are certain that you
have better things in you, things which go with salvation; 10For God is true,
and will not put away from him the memory of your work and of your love
for his name, in the help which you gave and still give to the saints. 11And
it is our desire that youmay all keep the same high purpose in certain hope
to the end: 12 So that you may not be slow in heart, but may take as your
example those to whom God has given their heritage, because of their faith
and their longwaiting. 13Forwhen Godmade his oath to Abraham, because
there was no greater oath, he made it by himself, 14 Saying, Be certain that
I will give you my blessing, and make your numbers very great. 15And so,
whenhe had beenwaiting calmly for a long time, God'sword to himwas put
into effect. 16 For men at all times make their oaths by what is greater; and
any argument is ended by the decision of the oath. 17 So that when it was
God's desire tomake it specially clear to thosewho by hiswordwere to have
the heritage, that his purpose was fixed, he made it more certain with an
oath; 18 So that we, who have gone in flight from danger to the hope which
hasbeenputbeforeus,mayhavea strongcomfort in twounchanging things,
in which it is not possible for God to be false; 19And this hope is like a strong
band for our souls, fixed and certain, and going in to that which is inside the
veil; 20Where Jesus has gone before us, as a high priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, the king of Salem, a priest of the Most High God,

who gave Abraham his blessing, meeting him when he came back after
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putting the kings to death, 2 And to whom Abraham gave a tenth part of
everythingwhich he had, being first namedKing of righteousness, and then
in addition, King of Salem, that is to say, King of peace; 3Beingwithout father
or mother, or family, having no birth or end to his life, being made like the
Son of God, is a priest for ever. 4Now see how great this man was, to whom
our father Abraham gave a tenth part of what he had got in the fight. 5And
it is true that by the law, those of the sons of Levi who have the position
of priests may take a tenth part of the people's goods; that is to say, they
take it from their brothers though these are the sons of Abraham. 6But this
man, who was not of their family, took the tenth from Abraham, and gave
a blessing to him to whom God had given his undertaking. 7But there is no
doubt that the less gets his blessing from the greater. 8Now at the present
time, men over whom death has power take the tenth; but then it was taken
by one of whom it is witnessed that he is living. 9 And we may say that in
Abraham, evenLevi,whohasa right to take the tenthpart, gave it; 10Because
he was still in his father's body when Melchizedek came to him. 11Now if
it was possible for things to be made complete through the priests of the
house of Levi (for the lawwas given to the people in connectionwith them),
what needwas there for another priestwhowas of the order ofMelchizedek
and not of the order of Aaron? 12 Because if the priests are changed, it is
necessary to make a change in the law. 13 For he of whom these things are
said comes of another tribe, of which no man has ever made offerings at
the altar. 14Because it is clear that our Lord comes out of Judah, and Moses
said nothing about priests from that tribe. 15And this is even more clear if
a second priest has come up who is like Melchizedek, 16 That is to say, not
made by a law based on the flesh, but by the power of a life without end:
17 For it has been witnessed of him, You are a priest for ever after the order
ofMelchizedek. 18So the lawwhichwentbefore is put onone side, because it
was feeble and without profit. 19 (Because the lawmade nothing complete),
and in its place there is a better hope, through which we come near to God.
20 And as this is not without the taking of an oath 21 (For those were made
priests without an oath, but this one was made a priest with an oath by him
who says of him, The Lord gave his oath, which he will not take back, that
you are a priest for ever); 22 By so much is it a better agreement which we
have through Jesus. 23 And it is true that there have been a great number
of those priests, because death does not let them go on for ever; 24 But this
priest, because his life goes on for ever, is unchanging. 25 So that he is fully
able to be the saviour of all who come to God through him, because he is
ever living tomake prayer to God for them. 26 It was right for us to have such
a high priest, one who is holy and without evil, doing no wrong, having no
part with sinners, and made higher than the heavens: 27Who has no need
tomake offerings for sins every day, like those high priests, first for himself,
and then for thepeople; becausehedid this once and for everwhenhemade
an offering of himself. 28The lawmakes high priests of menwho are feeble;
but the word of the oath, which was made after the law, gives that position
to a Son, in whom all good is for ever complete.

8
1Now of the things we are saying this is the chief point: We have such a
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high priest, who has taken his place at the right hand of God's high seat of
glory in heaven, 2As a servant of the holy things and of the true Tent, which
was put up by God, not by man. 3Now every high priest is given authority
to take to God the things which are given and to make offerings; so that it is
necessary for this man, like them, to have something for an offering. 4 If he
had been on earth he would not have been a priest at all, because there are
other priests whomake the offerings ordered by the law; 5Being servants of
thatwhich is a copy and an image of the things in heaven, asMoses, whenhe
was about to make the Tent, had special orders from God: for, See, he said,
that you make everything like the design which you saw in the mountain.
6Butnowhis position as priest is higher. because throughhimGodhasmade
a better agreement with man, based on the giving of better things. 7 For if
that first agreement had been as good as possible, therewould have been no
place for a second. 8 For, protesting against them, he says, See, the days are
comingwhen Iwillmakeanewagreementwith thehouseof Israel, andwith
the house of Judah; 9Not like the agreementwhich Imadewith their fathers
when I took them by the hand, to be their guide out of the land of Egypt; for
they did not keep the agreementwithme, and I gave themup, says the Lord.
10For this is the agreement which I will make with the people of Israel after
those days: I will putmy laws into theirminds, writing them in their hearts:
and I will be their God, and they will be my people: 11And there will be no
need for everyman to be teaching his brother, or his neighbour, saying, This
is the knowledge of the Lord: for they will all have knowledge of me, great
and small. 12And I will have mercy on their evil-doing, and I will not keep
their sins inmind. 13When he says, A new agreement, he has made the first
agreement old. But anything which is getting old and past use will not be
seenmuch longer.

9
1Now the first agreement had its rules of worship, and a holy order. 2For

the first Tent was made ready, having in it the vessels for the lights and
the table and the ordering of the bread; and this is named the holy place.
3And inside the second veil was the placewhich is named theHoly of holies;
4 Having a vessel of gold in it for burning perfumes, and the ark of the
agreement, which was covered with gold and which had in it a pot made
of gold for the manna, and Aaron's rod which put out buds, and the stones
with the writing of the agreement; 5 And over it were the winged ones of
glorywith theirwings covering themercy-seat; aboutwhich it isnotpossible
now to say anything in detail. 6Now while these things were in existence,
the priests went into the first Tent at all times, for prayer and the making
of offerings. 7 But only the high priest went into the second, once a year,
not without making an offering of blood for himself and for the errors of
the people: 8 The Holy Spirit witnessing by this that the way into the holy
place had not at that time been made open, while the first Tent was still in
being; 9And this is an image of the present time; when the offerings which
are given are not able tomake the heart of theworshipper completely clean,
10Because they are only rules of theflesh, ofmeats anddrinks andwashings,
which have their place till the time comes when things will be put right.
11But nowChrist has come as the high priest of the good things of the future,
through this greater and better Tent, notmadewith hands, that is to say, not
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of this world, 12And has gone once and for ever into the holy place, having
got eternal salvation, not through the blood of goats and young oxen, but
through his blood. 13 For if the blood of goats and oxen, and the dust from
the burning of a young cow, being put on the unclean, make the flesh clean:
14Howmuchmorewill the blood of Christ, who, beingwithout sin, made an
offering of himself to God through the Holy Spirit, make your hearts clean
from dead works to be servants of the living God? 15 And for this cause
it is through him that a new agreement has come into being, so that after
the errors under the first agreement had been taken away by his death, the
word of Godmight have effect for thosewhoweremarked out for an eternal
heritage. 16 Because where there is a testament, there has to be the death
of the man who made it. 17 For a testament has effect after death; for what
power has it while the man who made it is living? 18 So that even the first
agreement was not made without blood. 19 For when Moses had given all
the rules of the law to the people, he took the blood of goats and young oxen,
with water and red wool and hyssop, and put it on the book itself and on
all the people, 20 Saying, This blood is the sign of the agreement which God
has made with you. 21 And the blood was put on the Tent and all the holy
vessels in the same way. 22And by the law almost all things are made clean
with blood, and without blood there is no forgiveness. 23 For this cause it
was necessary to make the copies of the things in heaven clean with these
offerings; but the things themselves are made clean with better offerings
than these. 24For Christ did not go into a holy placewhich had beenmade by
men's hands as the copy of the true one; but he went into heaven itself, and
now takes his place before the face of God for us. 25And he did not have to
make an offering of himself again and again, as the high priest goes into the
holy place every year with bloodwhich is not his; 26For then hewould have
undergone a number of deaths from the time of the making of the world:
but now he has come to us at the end of the old order, to put away sin by the
offering of himself. 27And because by God's law death comes to men once,
and after that they are judged; 28 So Christ, having at his first coming taken
on himself the sins of men, will be seen a second time, without sin, by those
who are waiting for him, for their salvation.

10
1For the law, being only a poor copy of the future good things, and not the

true image of those things, is never able tomake the peoplewho come to the
altar every year with the same offerings completely clean. 2 For if this had
been possible, would there not have been an end of those offerings, because
the worshippers would have been made completely clean and would have
beenno longer consciousof sins? 3But yearbyyear there is amemoryof sins
in those offerings. 4Because it is not possible for the blood of oxen and goats
to take away sins. 5 So that when he comes into the world, he says, You had
nodesire for offerings, but youmadeabody ready forme; 6Youhadno joy in
burned offerings or in offerings for sin. 7Then I said, See, I have come to do
your pleasure, OGod (as it is said ofme in the roll of the book). 8After saying,
You had no desire for offerings, for burned offerings or offerings for sin
(whicharemadeby the law)andyouhadnopleasure in them, 9Thenhe said,
See, I have come to do your pleasure. He took away the old order, so that he
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might put the new order in its place. 10By that pleasure we have beenmade
holy, by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for ever. 11 And
every priest takes his place at the altar day by day, doing what is necessary,
andmaking again and again the same offeringswhich are never able to take
away sins. 12Butwhen Jesus hadmade one offering for sins for ever, he took
his place at the right hand of God; 13And has been waiting there from that
time, till all who are against him aremade a foot-rest for his feet. 14Because
by one offering he has made complete for ever those who are made holy.
15And the Holy Spirit is a witness for us: for after he had said, 16 This is the
agreement which I will make with them after those days, says the Lord; I
will put my laws in their hearts, writing them in their minds; he said, 17And
I will keep no more memory of their sins and of their evil-doings. 18 Now
where there is forgiveness of these, there is no more offering for sin. 19 So
then, my brothers, being able to go into the holy place without fear, because
of the blood of Jesus, 20By the new and living way which he made open for
us through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21And having a great priest over
the house of God, 22Let us go inwith true hearts, in certain faith, having our
hearts made free from the sense of sin and our bodies washed with clean
water: 23 Let us keep the witness of our hope strong and unshaking, for he
is true who has given his word: 24 And let us be moving one another at all
times to love and good works; 25Not giving up our meetings, as is the way
of some, but keeping one another strong in faith; and all the more because
you see the day coming near. 26 For if we do evil on purpose after we have
had the knowledge of what is true, there is no more offering for sins, 27But
only a great fear of being judged, and of the fire of wrath which will be the
destruction of the haters of God. 28A man who has gone against the law of
Moses is put to death without pity on the word of two or three witnesses:
29Butwill not themanbywhom the SonofGodhas been crushedunder foot,
and the blood of the agreement with which he was washed clean has been
taken as an unholy thing, andwho has had no respect for the Spirit of grace,
be judged bad enough for a very much worse punishment? 30 For we have
had experience of him who says, Punishment is mine, I will give reward.
And again, The Lord will be judge of his people. 31We may well go in fear
of falling into the hands of the living God. 32 But give thought to the days
after you had seen the light, when youwent through a greatwar of troubles;
33 In part, in being attacked by angrywords and cruel acts, before the eyes of
everyone, and in part, in being united with those who were attacked in this
way. 34For you had pity on thosewhowere in prison, and had joy in the loss
of your property, in the knowledge that you still had a better property and
one which you would keep for ever. 35 So do not give up your hope which
will be greatly rewarded. 36 For, having done what was right in God's eyes,
youhave need ofwaiting before hiswordhas effect for you. 37 In a very little
time hewho is comingwill come; hewill not be slow. 38But the uprightman
will be living by his faith; and if he goes back, my soul will have no pleasure
in him. 39 But we are not of those who go back to destruction; but of those
who have faith even to the salvation of the soul.

11
1Nowfaith is the substanceof thingshoped for, and the sign that the things
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not seen are true. 2 For by it our fathers had God's approval. 3 By faith it is
clear to us that the order of eventswasfixedby theword ofGod, so thatwhat
is seen has not beenmade from thingswhich only seem to be. 4By faith Abel
made a better offering to God than Cain, and he had witness through it of
his righteousness, God giving his approval of his offering: and his voice still
comes to us through it though he is dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up to
heaven so that he did not see death; hewas seen no longer, for God took him
away: for before he was taken, witness had been given that he was well-
pleasing to God: 6And without faith it is not possible to be well-pleasing to
him, for it is necessary for anyone who comes to God to have the belief that
God is, and that he is a rewarder of all those who make a serious search for
him. 7By faith Noah, beingmoved by the fear of God, made ready an ark for
the salvation of his family, because God had given himnews of thingswhich
were not seen at the time; and through it the world was judged by him, and
hegot forhisheritage therighteousnesswhich isby faith. 8By faithAbraham
did as God said when he was ordered to go out into a place which was to be
given to him as a heritage, and went out without knowledge of where he
was going. 9By faith hewas awanderer in the land of the agreement, as in a
strange land, living in tentswith Isaac and Jacob,whohad a partwith him in
the same heritage: 10For he was looking for the strong town, whose builder
and maker is God. 11 And by faith Sarah herself had power to give birth,
whenshewasveryold, because shehad faith inhimwhogavehisword; 12So
that from oneman, whowas near to death, came children in number as the
stars in heaven, or as the sand by the seaside, which may not be numbered.
13All these came to their end in faith, nothavinghad theheritage; buthaving
seen it with delight far away, they gave witness that they were wanderers
and not of the earth. 14For thosewho say such thingsmake it clear that they
are searching for a country for themselves. 15And truly if they had kept in
mind the country fromwhich theywentout, theywouldhavehadchancesof
turning back. 16But now their desire is for a better country, that is to say, for
one in heaven; and so it is no shame toGod to be named their God; for he has
made ready a town for them. 17By faith Abrahammade an offering of Isaac,
when hewas tested: and hewithwhom the agreement had beenmade gave
up as an offering the only son of his body, 18Ofwhom it had been said, From
Isaacwill your seed take their name: 19 Judging that Godwas able to give life
even to the dead; and because of this he did get him back as if from death.
20By faith Isaac, blessing Jacob and Esau, gave news of things to come. 21By
faith Jacob gave a blessing to the two sons of Joseph, when he was near to
death; andgaveGodworship, supportedbyhis stick. 22By faith Joseph,when
his end was near, said that the children of Israel would go out of Egypt; and
gave orders about his bones. 23By faithMoseswas kept secretly byhis father
andmother for threemonths after his birth, because they saw that hewas a
fair child; and they had no fear of the king's orders. 24By faith Moses, when
he became aman, had no desire to be named the son of Pharaoh's daughter;
25Feeling that it was better to undergo pain with the people of God, than for
a short time to have a taste of the pleasures of sin; 26 Judging a part in the
shame of Christ to be better than all the wealth of Egypt; for he was looking
forward to his reward. 27 By faith he went out of Egypt, not being turned
from his purpose by fear of the wrath of the king; for he kept on his way,
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as seeing him who is unseen. 28 By faith he kept the Passover, and put the
sign of the blood on the houses, so that the angel of destruction might not
put their oldest sons to death. 29 By faith they went through the Red Sea as
if it had been dry land, though the Egyptians were overcome by the water
when they made an attempt to do the same. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho
camedown, after theyhadbeen circled for sevendays. 31By faithRahab, the
loose woman, was not put to death with those who had gone against God's
orders, because she had taken into her house in peace those sent to see the
land. 32 What more am I to say? For there would not be time to give the
stories of Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets: 33Who through faith overcame kingdoms, did righteousness,
got their reward, kept the mouths of lions shut, 34 Put out the power of fire,
got safely away from the edge of the sword, were made strong when they
had been feeble, became full of power in war, and put to flight the armies
of the nations. 35Women had their dead given back to them living; others
let themselves be cruelly attacked, having no desire to go free, so that they
might have a better life to come; 36And others were tested by being laughed
at or by blows, and even with chains and prisons: 37They were stoned, they
were cut up with knives, they were tested, they were put to death with the
sword, they went about in sheepskins and in goatskins; being poor and in
pain and cruelly attacked, 38Wandering in waste places and in mountains
and in holes in the rocks; for whom the world was not good enough. 39And
not one of these got the good things of the agreement, though they all had a
good record through faith, 40Because God had kept some better thing for us,
so that it was not possible for them to become complete without us.

12
1For this reason, aswe are circled by so great a cloud ofwitnesses, putting

off every weight, and the sin into which we come so readily, let us keep on
running in the way which is marked out for us, 2Having our eyes fixed on
Jesus, the guide and end of our faith, who went through the pains of the
cross, not caring for the shame, becauseof the joywhichwasbeforehim, and
who has now taken his place at the right hand of God's seat of power. 3Give
thought to him who has undergone so much of the hate of sinners against
himself, so that you may not be tired and feeble of purpose. 4 Till now you
have not given your blood in your fight against sin: 5And you have not kept
in mind the word which says to you as to sons, My son, do not make little
of the Lord's punishment, and do not give up hope when you are judged by
him; 6 For the Lord sends punishment on his loved ones; everyone whom
he takes as his son has experience of his rod. 7 It is for your training that
you undergo these things; God is acting to you as a father does to his sons;
for what son does not have punishment from his father? 8 But if you have
not that punishment of which we all have our part, then you are not true
sons, but children of shame. 9 And again, if the fathers of our flesh gave
us punishment and had our respect, how much more will we be under the
authority of the Father of spirits, and have life? 10 For they truly gave us
punishment for a short time, as it seemed good to them; but he does it for
our profit, so thatwemaybecomeholy as he is. 11At the time all punishment
seems to be pain and not joy: but after, those who have been trained by it
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get from it the peace-giving fruit of righteousness. 12 For this cause let the
handswhicharehangingdownbe liftedup, and let the feeble kneesbemade
strong, 13And make straight roads for your feet, so that the feeble may not
be turned out of the way, but may be made strong. 14Let your desire be for
peacewith all men, and to bemade holy, withoutwhich nomanmay see the
Lord; 15 Looking with care to see that no man among you in his behaviour
comes short of the grace of God; for fear that some bitter root may come
up to be a trouble to you, and that some of you may be made unclean by
it; 16 And that there may not be any evil liver, or any man without respect
for God, like Esau, who let his birthright go for a plate of food. 17 For you
have knowledge that even long after, when he was desiring the blessing for
his heritage, he was turned away, though he made his request frequently
and with weeping; because the past might not be changed. 18 You have not
come to a mountain which may be touched, and is burning with fire, and
to a black cloud, and a dark smoke, and a violent wind, 19And to the sound
of a horn, and the voice of words, the hearers of which made request that
not a word more might be said to them: 20 For the order which said, If the
mountain is touched even by a beast, the beast is to be stoned, seemed hard
to them; 21And the vision was so overpowering that even Moses said, I am
shaking and full of fear. 22But you have come to themountain of Zion, to the
place of the living God, to the Jerusalemwhich is in heaven, and to an army
of angels which may not be numbered, 23 To the great meeting and church
of the first of those who are named in heaven, and to God the judge of all,
and to the spirits of good men made complete, 24And to Jesus by whom the
new agreement has beenmade betweenGod andman, and to the sign of the
blood which says better things than Abel's blood. 25 See that you give ear to
his voice which comes to you. For if those whose ears were shut to the voice
which came to themon earth did not go free frompunishment, what chance
havewe of going free if we give no attention to himwhose voice comes from
heaven? 26Whose voice was the cause of the shaking of the earth; but now
hehasmade anoath, saying, Therewill be still onemore shaking, not only of
the earth, but of heaven. 27And the words, Still onemore, make it clear that
there will be a taking away of those things which are shaking, as of things
which aremade, so that theremay be only those things of which no shaking
is possible. 28 If then, we have a kingdomwhich will never be moved, let us
have grace, so that wemay give God suchworship as is pleasing to himwith
fear and respect: 29For our God is an all-burning fire.

13
1Go on loving your brothers in the faith. 2 Take care to keep open house:

because in this way some have had angels as their guests, without being
conscious of it. 3 Keep in mind those who are in chains, as if you were
chained with them, and those who are in trouble, as being yourselves in
the body. 4 Let married life be honoured among all of you and not made
unclean; for men untrue in married life will be judged by God. 5 Be free
from the love of money and pleased with the things which you have; for he
himself has said, I will be with you at all times. 6 So that we say with a good
heart, The Lord is my helper; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to
me? 7Keep in mind those who were over you, and who gave you the word
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of God; seeing the outcome of their way of life, let your faith be like theirs.
8 JesusChrist is the sameyesterdayand todayand for ever. 9Donotbe turned
away by different strange teachings, because it is good for your hearts to be
made strong by grace, and not by meats, which were of no profit to those
who took somuch trouble over them. 10We have an altar fromwhich those
priests who are servants in the Tent may not take food. 11 For the bodies of
the beasts whose blood is taken into the holy place by the high priest as an
offering for sin are burned outside the circle of the tents. 12 For this reason
Jesus was put to death outside the walls, so that he might make the people
holy by his blood. 13Let us then go out to him outside the circle of the tents,
taking his shame on ourselves. 14 For here we have no fixed resting-place,
but our search is for the one which is to come. 15Let us thenmake offerings
of praise to God at all times through him, that is to say, the fruit of lips giving
witness to his name. 16 But go on doing good and giving to others, because
God is well-pleased with such offerings. 17Give ear to those who are rulers
over you, and do as they say: for they keep watch over your souls, ready
to give an account of them; let them be able to do this with joy and not with
grief, because thatwouldbeofnoprofit toyou. 18Makeprayers forus, forwe
are certain that our hearts are free from the sense of sin, desiring the right
way of life in all things. 19 I make this request more strongly, in the hope of
coming back to you more quickly. 20Nowmay the God of peace, who made
that great keeper of his flock, even our Lord Jesus, come back from the dead
through the blood of the eternal agreement, 21Make you full of every good
work and ready to do all his desires, working in us whatever is pleasing in
his eyes through Jesus Christ; andmay the glory be given to him for ever and
ever. So be it. 22 But, brothers, take kindly the words which I have said for
your profit; for I have not sent you a long letter. 23Our brother Timothy has
been let out of prison; and if he comeshere in a short time, he and Iwill come
to you together. 24Give words of love fromme to those who are rulers over
you, and to all the saints. Those who are in Italy send you their love. 25May
grace be with you all.



James 1:1 1217 James 1:27

The Letter from James

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, sends words of love
to the twelve tribes of the Jews living in all parts of the earth. 2 Let it be all
joy to you, my brothers, when you undergo tests of every sort; 3 Because
you have the knowledge that the testing of your faith gives you the power
of going on in hope; 4But let this power have its full effect, so that you may
bemade complete, needing nothing. 5But if any man among you is without
wisdom, let himmake his request to God, who gives freely to all without an
unkindword, and it will be given to him. 6Let himmake his request in faith,
doubting nothing; for he who has doubt in his heart is like the waves of the
sea, which are troubled by the driving of the wind. 7Let it not seem to such
aman that he will get anything from the Lord; 8For there is a division in his
mind, and he is uncertain in all hisways. 9But let the brother of lowposition
be glad that he is lifted up; 10 But the man of wealth, that he is made low;
because like the flower of the grass he will come to his end. 11For when the
sun comes up with its burning heat, the grass gets dry and the grace of its
formis gonewith the fallingflower; so themanofwealth comes tonothing in
hisways. 12There is ablessingon themanwhoundergoes testing; because, if
he has God's approval, hewill be given the crown of life, which the Lord has
said he will give to those who have love for him. 13Let no man say when he
is tested, I am tested by God; for it is not possible for God to be tested by evil,
andhehimself puts noman to sucha test: 14But everyman is testedwhenhe
is turned out of the rightway by the attraction of his desire. 15Thenwhen its
time comes, desire gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is of full growth, gives
birth todeath. 16Donotbe turned fromthe rightway, dearbrothers. 17Every
good and true thing is given to us from heaven, coming from the Father of
lights, withwhom there is no change or any shademade by turning. 18Of his
purpose he gave us being, by his true word, so that we might be, in a sense,
the first-fruits of all the things which he had made. 19 You have knowledge
of this, dear brothers. But let everyman be quick in hearing, slow in words,
slow to get angry; 20For the righteousness of Goddoes not comeabout by the
wrath of man. 21 For this reason, putting away all dirty behaviour and the
overweight of evil, take into your soulswithout pride thewordwhich, being
planted there, is able to give you salvation. 22But be doers of the word, and
not only hearers of it, blinding yourselves with false ideas. 23Because if any
man is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his
natural face in a glass; 24 For after looking at himself he goes away, and in
a short time he has no memory of what he was like. 25 But he who goes on
looking into the true lawwhichmakes him free, being not a hearer without
memory but a doer putting it into effect, thismanwill have a blessing on his
acts. 26 If a man seems to have religion and has no control over his tongue
but lets himself be tricked bywhat is false, this man's religion is of no value.
27 The religion which is holy and free from evil in the eyes of our God and
Father is this: to take care of children who have no fathers and of widows
who are in trouble, and to keep oneself untouched by the world.
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2
1Mybrothers, if you have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ of glory, do not

take aman's position into account. 2For if aman comes into your Synagogue
in fair clothing and with a gold ring, and a poor man comes in with dirty
clothing, 3And you do honour to theman in fair clothing and say, Come here
and take this good place; and you say to the poorman, Take up your position
there, or be seated at my feet; 4 Is there not a division in your minds? have
you not become judges with evil thoughts? 5Give ear, my dear brothers; are
not thosewho are poor in the things of thisworldmarked out byGod to have
faith as their wealth, and for their heritage the kingdom which he has said
hewill give to thosewhohave love for him? 6But youhave put the poorman
to shame. Are not the men of wealth rulers over you? do they not take you
by force before their judges? 7Do they not say evil of the holy name which
was given to you? 8 But if you keep the greatest law of all, as it is given in
the holyWritings, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself, you dowell:
9But if you take aman's position into account, you do evil, and are judged as
evil-doers by the law. 10For anyonewhokeeps all the law, butmakes a slip in
one point, is judged to have gone against it all. 11For he who said, Do not be
untrue inmarried life, is the samewho said, Put noman to death. Now if you
are not untrue inmarried life, but you put aman to death, the law is broken.
12Let your words and your acts be those ofmenwho are to be judged by the
lawwhich makes free. 13For the man who has had nomercy will be judged
withoutmercy, but mercy takes pride in overcoming judging. 14What use is
it, my brothers, for a man to say that he has faith, if he does nothing? will
such a faith give him salvation? 15 If a brother or a sister is without clothing
and in need of the day's food, 16 And one of you says to them, Go in peace,
be warm and full of food; but you do not give them the things of which their
bodies have need, what profit is there in this? 17Even so faithwithoutworks
is dead. 18 But a man may say, You have faith and I have works; let me see
your faith without your works, and I will make my faith clear to you by my
works. 19You have the belief that God is one, and you dowell: the evil spirits
have the samebelief, shakingwith fear. 20Doyounot see, O foolishman, that
faith without works is of no use? 21Was not the righteousness of Abraham
our father judged by his works, when he made an offering of Isaac his son
on the altar? 22 You see that his faith was helping his works and was made
complete by them; 23And the holyWritings were put into effect which said,
AndAbrahamhad faith inGodand itwasput tohisaccountas righteousness;
and hewas named the friend of God. 24You see that aman's righteousness is
judgedbyhisworks andnotbyhis faithonly. 25And in the sameway,wasnot
the righteousness of Rahab, the loose woman, judged by her works, when
she took into her house those whowere sent and let them go out by another
way? 26Foras thebodywithout the spirit is deadeven so faithwithoutworks
is dead.

3
1Do not all be teachers, my brothers, because we teachers will be judged

more hardly than others. 2 For we all go wrong in a number of things. If a
man never makes a slip in his talk, then he is a complete man and able to
keep all his body in control. 3Now if we put bits of iron into horses' mouths
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so that they may be guided by us, we have complete control of their bodies.
4And again ships, though they are so great and aremoved by violent winds,
are turned by a very small guiding-blade, at the impulse of the man who is
using it. 5 Even so the tongue is a small part of the body, but it takes credit
for great things. Howmuch wood may be lighted by a very little fire! 6And
the tongue is a fire; it is the power of evil placed in our bodies,making all the
body unclean, putting the wheel of life on fire, and getting its fire from hell.
7 For every sort of beast and bird and every living thing on earth and in the
sea has been controlled by man and is under his authority; 8But the tongue
may not be controlled byman; it is an unresting evil, it is full of the poison of
death. 9With it we give praise to our Lord and Father; and with it we put
a curse on men who are made in God's image. 10 Out of the same mouth
comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for these things to be
so. 11Does the fountain send from the same outlet sweet and bitter water?
12 Is a fig-tree able to give us olives, my brothers, or do we get figs from a
vine, or sweet water from the salt sea? 13Who has wisdom and good sense
among you? let himmake hisworks clear by a life of gentlewisdom. 14But if
you have bitter envy in your heart and the desire to get the better of others,
have no pride in this, talking falsely against what is true. 15 This wisdom is
not from heaven, but is of the earth and the flesh and the Evil One. 16 For
where envy is, and the desire to get the better of others, there is no order,
but every sort of evil-doing. 17But the wisdomwhich is from heaven is first
holy, then gentle, readily giving way in argument, full of peace and mercy
and good works, not doubting, not seeming other than it is. 18And the fruit
of righteousness is planted in peace for those whomake peace.

4
1What is thecauseofwarsandfightingamongyou? is itnot inyourdesires

which are at war in your bodies? 2 You are burning with desire, and have
not your desire, so you put men to death; you are full of envy, and you are
not able to get your desire, so you are fighting and making war; you have
not your desire, because you do not make request for it. 3 You make your
request but you do not get it, because your request has beenwronglymade,
desiring the thing only so that youmaymake use of it for your pleasure. 4O
youwho are false to God, do younot see that the friends of thisworld are not
God's friends? Everymandesiring to be a friend of thisworldmakes himself
a hater of God. 5 Or does it seem to you that it is for nothing that the holy
Writings say, The spirit whichGod put into our hearts has a strong desire for
us? 6Buthegivesmoregrace. So that theWritings say, God is against themen
of pride, but he gives grace to those who make themselves low before him.
7 For this cause be ruled by God; but make war on the Evil One and he will
be put to flight before you. 8Come near to God and hewill come near to you.
Make your hands clean, you evil-doers; put away deceit from your hearts,
you false inmind. 9Be troubled,with sorrowandweeping; let your laughing
be turned to sorrow and your joy to grief. 10Make yourselves low in the eyes
of the Lord and you will be lifted up by him. 11Do not say evil against one
another,my brothers. Hewho says evil against his brother ormakes himself
his brother's judge, says evil against the law and is judging the law: and in
judging the law you become, not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is
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only one judge and law-giver, even hewho has the power of salvation and of
destruction; butwho are you to be your neighbour's judge? 13How foolish it
is to say, Today or tomorrowwewill go into this town, andbe there for a year
and do business there and getwealth: 14When you are not certainwhatwill
take place tomorrow. What is your life? It is a mist, which is seen for a little
time and then is gone. 15But the right thing to saywould be, If it is the Lord's
pleasure and if we are still living, wewill do this and that. 16But now you go
on glorying in your pride: and all such glorying is evil. 17The man who has
knowledge of how to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you men of wealth, give yourselves to weeping and crying

because of the bitter troubles which are coming to you. 2 Your wealth is
unclean and insects have made holes in your clothing. 3Your gold and your
silver arewasted and theirwastewill be awitness against you, burning into
your flesh. You have put by your store in the last days. 4 See, the money
which you falsely kept back from theworkers cutting the grass in your field,
is crying out against you; and the cries of those who took in your grain have
come to the ears of the Lord of armies. 5You have been living delicately on
earth and have taken your pleasure; you have made your hearts fat for a
day of destruction. 6You have given your decision against the upright man
and have put him to death. He puts up no fight against you. 7Go on waiting
calmly, my brothers, till the coming of the Lord, like the farmer waiting for
the good fruit of the earth till the early and late rains have come. 8Be as calm
in yourwaiting; let your hearts be strong: because the coming of the Lord is
near. 9Say no hard things against one another, brothers, so that youwill not
be judged; see, the judge is waiting at the doors. 10 Take as an example of
pain nobly undergone and of strength in trouble, the prophets who gave to
men thewords of the Lord. 11Wesay that thosemenwhohave gone through
pain are happy: you have the story of Job and the troubles throughwhich he
went andhave seen that theLordwas full of pity andmercy in the end. 12But
most of all,mybrothers, donot take oaths, not by theheaven, or by the earth,
or by any other thing: but let your Yes be Yes, and yourNo beNo: so that you
may not be judged. 13 Is anyone among you in trouble? let him say prayers.
Is anyone glad? let him make a song of praise. 14 Is anyone among you ill?
let him send for the rulers of the church; and let them say prayers over him,
putting oil on him in the name of the Lord. 15And by the prayer of faith the
man who is ill will be made well, and he will be lifted up by the Lord, and
for any sin which he has done he will have forgiveness. 16 So then, make a
statement of your sins to one another, and say prayers for one another so
that you may be made well. The prayer of a good man is full of power in
its working. 17 Elijah was a man of flesh and blood as we are, and he made
a strong prayer that there might be no rain; and there was no rain on the
earth for three years and six months. 18And he made another prayer, and
theheavensentdownrainand theearthgaveher fruit. 19Mybrothers, if one
of youhas goneout of thewayof the true faithandanotherhasmadehimsee
his error, 20Be certain that he throughwhom a sinner has been turned from
the error of his way, keeps a soul from death and is the cause of forgiveness
for sins without number.
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to the saints who are living in Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2Who, through the purpose of God,
have been made holy by the Spirit, disciples of Jesus, made clean by his
blood: May you have grace and peace in full measure. 3Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who through his great mercy has given
us a new birth and a living hope by the coming again of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4And a heritage fair, holy and for ever new, waiting in heaven for
you, 5Who, by the power of God are kept, through faith, for that salvation,
which will be seen at the last day. 6 You have cause for great joy in this,
though it may have been necessary for you to be troubled for a little time,
being tested in all sorts of ways, 7 So that the true metal of your faith, being
of much greater value than gold (which, though it comes to an end, is tested
by fire), may come to light in praise and glory and honour, at the revelation
of Jesus Christ: 8Towhomyour love is given, though you have not seen him;
and the faith which you have in him, though you do not see him now, gives
you joy greater than words and full of glory: 9 For so you have the true end
of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 10For the prophets who gave
the news of the grace which would come to you, made search with all care
for knowledge of this salvation; 11 Attempting to see what sort of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them was pointing to, when it gave witness to
the pains which Christ would undergo and the glories which would come
after them. 12And it was made clear to those prophets that they were God's
servants not for themselves but for you, to give youwordof the thingswhich
have now come to your ears from the preachers of the good news through
the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven; things which even angels have a
desire to see. 13 So make your minds ready, and keep on the watch, hoping
with all your power for the gracewhich is to come to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ; 14Like children ruled by God, do not go back to the old desires
of the timewhen youwerewithout knowledge: 15But be holy in every detail
of your lives, as he, whose servants you are, is holy; 16 Because it has been
said in the Writings, You are to be holy, for I am holy. 17And if you give the
name of Father to him who, judging every man by his acts, has no respect
for a man's position, then go in fear while you are on this earth: 18 Being
conscious that you have beenmade free from that foolish way of life which
was your heritage from your fathers, not through a payment of things like
silver or goldwhich come to destruction, 19But through holy blood, like that
of a clean andunmarked lamb, even the blood of Christ: 20Whowasmarked
outbyGodbefore themakingof theworld, butwas caused tobe seen in these
last times for you, 21Who through him have faith in God who took him up
again from the dead into glory; so that your faith and hopemight be in God.
22And as you have made your souls clean, being ruled by what is true, and
loving one another without deceit, see that your love is warm and from the
heart: 23 Because you have had a new birth, not from the seed of man, but
from eternal seed, through the word of a living and unchanging God. 24For
it is said, All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of the grass.
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The grass becomes dry and the flower dead: 25 But the word of the Lord is
eternal. And this is the word of the good news which was given to you.

2
1 So putting away all wrongdoing, and all tricks and deceits and envies

and evil talk, 2 Be full of desire for the true milk of the word, as babies at
their mothers' breasts, so that you may go on to salvation; 3 If you have had
a taste of the grace of the Lord: 4 To whom you come, as to a living stone,
not honoured by men, but of great and special value to God; 5You, as living
stones, are being made into a house of the spirit, a holy order of priests,
making those offerings of the spirit which are pleasing to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 Because it is said in the Writings, See, I am placing a keystone in
Zion, of great and special value; and themanwhohas faith inhimwill not be
put to shame. 7And the value is for youwhohave faith; but it is said for those
without faith, The very stone which the builders put on one side, was made
the chief stone of the building; 8 And, A stone of falling, a rock of trouble;
the word is the cause of their fall, because they go against it, and this was
the purpose of God. 9But you are a special people, a holy nation, priests and
kings, a people given up completely to God, so that you may make clear the
virtues of him who took you out of the dark into the light of heaven. 10 In
the past you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; then
there was no mercy for you, but now mercy has been given to you. 11My
loved ones, I make this request with all my heart, that, as those for whom
this world is a strange country, you will keep yourselves from the desires of
thefleshwhichmakewaragainst the soul; 12Beingof goodbehaviouramong
the Gentiles; so that though they say now that you are evil-doers, they may
see your goodworks and give glory to Godwhen he comes to be their judge.
13 Keep all the laws of men because of the Lord; those of the king, who is
over all, 14And those of the rulers who are sent by him for the punishment
of evil-doers and for the praise of those who do well. 15 Because it is God's
pleasure that foolish and narrow-mindedmenmay be put to shame by your
good behaviour: 16 As those who are free, not using your free position as
a cover for wrongdoing, but living as the servants of God; 17Have respect
for all, loving the brothers, fearing God, honouring the king. 18 Servants,
take orders fromyourmasterswith all respect; not only if they are good and
gentle, but even if they are bad-humoured. 19For it is a sign of grace if aman,
desiring to do right in the eyes of God, undergoes pain as punishment for
somethingwhichhehas not done. 20What credit is it if, when youhave done
evil, you take your punishment quietly? but if you are given punishment for
doing right, and take it quietly, this is pleasing toGod. 21This isGod's purpose
for you: because Jesus himself underwent punishment for you, giving you
an example, so that you might go in his footsteps: 22Who did no evil, and
therewasnodeceit inhismouth: 23Tosharpwordshegavenosharpanswer;
whenhewas undergoing pain, no angryword came fromhis lips; but he put
himself into the hands of the judge of righteousness: 24He took our sins on
himself, giving his body to be nailed on the tree, so that we, being dead to
sin,might have anew life in righteousness, andbyhiswoundswehavebeen
madewell. 25Because, like sheep, you had gone out of theway; but now you
have come back to himwho keeps watch over your souls.
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3
1Wives, be ruled by your husbands; so that even if some of them give no

attention to theword, their heartsmay be changed by the behaviour of their
wives, 2When they see your holy behaviour in the fear of God. 3Do not let
your ornaments be those of the body such as dressing of the hair, or putting
onof jewels of gold or fair clothing; 4But let thembe those of theunseenman
of the heart, the ever-shining ornament of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
of great price in the eyes of God. 5And thesewere the ornaments of the holy
women of the past, whose hope was in God, being ruled by their husbands:
6As Sarahwas ruled by Abraham, naming him lord; whose children you are
if youdowell, andarenotput in fearbyanydanger. 7Andyouhusbands, give
thought to your way of life with your wives, giving honour to the woman
who is the feebler vessel, but who has an equal part in the heritage of the
grace of life; so that you may not be kept from prayer. 8 Last of all, see that
you are all in agreement; feeling for one another, loving one another like
brothers, full of pity, without pride: 9Not giving back evil for evil, or curse
for curse, but in place of cursing, blessing; because this is the purpose of God
for you that youmay have a heritage of blessing. 10For it is said, Let theman
who has a love of life, desiring to see good days, keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from words of deceit: 11 And let him be turned from evil and
do good; searching for peace and going after it with all his heart. 12 For the
eyes of the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their prayers:
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil. 13Whowill do you any
damage if you keep yourminds fixed on what is good? 14But you are happy
if you undergo pain because of righteousness; have no part in their fear and
do not be troubled; 15But give honour to Christ in your hearts as your Lord;
and be ready at any time when you are questioned about the hope which is
in you, to give an answer in the fear of the Lord and without pride; 16Being
conscious that you have done no wrong; so that those who say evil things
about your good way of life as Christians may be put to shame. 17 Because
if it is God's purpose for you to undergo pain, it is better to do so for well-
doing than for evil-doing. 18Because Christ oncewent through pain for sins,
the upright one taking the place of sinners, so that through him we might
come back to God; being put to death in the flesh, but given life in the Spirit;
19Bywhomhewent to the spirits in prison, preaching to those 20Who, in the
days of Noah, went against God's orders; but God in his mercy kept back the
punishment, while Noah got ready the ark, in which a small number, that is
to say eight persons, got salvation through water: 21And baptism, of which
this is an image, now gives you salvation, not bywashing clean the flesh, but
by making you free from the sense of sin before God, through the coming
again of Jesus Christ from the dead; 22Who has gone into heaven, and is at
the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been put
under his rule.

4
1 So that as Jesus was put to death in the flesh, do you yourselves be of the

samemind; for thedeathof thefleshputsanend to sin; 2So that youmaygive
the rest of your lives in theflesh, not to the desires ofmen, but to the purpose
of God. 3 Because for long enough, in times past, we have been living after
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the way of the Gentiles, given up to the desires of the flesh, to drinking and
feasting and loose behaviour and uncleanworship of images; 4And they are
wondering that you no longer go with them in this violent wasting of life,
and are saying evil things of you: 5But they will have to give an account of
themselves to him who is ready to be the judge of the living and the dead.
6 For this was the reason why the good news of Jesus was given even to the
dead, so that they might be judged as men in the flesh, but might be living
before God in the spirit. 7 But the end of all things is near: so be serious
in your behaviour and keep on the watch with prayer; 8And most of all be
warm in your love for one another; because in love there is forgiveness for
sins without number: 9Keep open house for all with a glad heart; 10Making
distribution among one another ofwhatever has been given to you, like true
servants of theunmeasured grace ofGod; 11 If anyonehas anything to say, let
it be as thewords of God; if anyone has the desire to be the servant of others,
let him do it in the strength which is given by God; so that in all things God
may have the glory through Jesus Christ, whose are the glory and the power
for ever. 12Dear brothers, donot be surprised, as if itwas something strange,
if your faith is tested as by fire: 13But be glad that you are given a part in the
pains of Christ; so that at the revelation of his glory you may have great joy.
14 If men say evil things of you because of the name of Christ, happy are you;
for the Spirit of glory and of God is resting on you. 15Let no one among you
undergo punishment as a taker of life, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as
one who is over-interested in other men's business; 16 But if he undergoes
punishment as a Christian, that is no shame to him; let him give glory to
God in this name. 17For the time has come for the judging, starting with the
church of God; but if it makes a start with us, what will be the end of those
who are not under the rule of God? 18And if it is hard for even the goodman
to get salvation, what chance has the man without religion or the sinner?
19For this reason let those who by the purpose of God undergo punishment,
keep on in well-doing and put their souls into the safe hands of their Maker.

5
1 Iwhoammyself oneof the rulersof thechurch, andawitnessof thedeath

of Christ, having my part in the coming glory, send this serious request to
the chief men among you: 2 Keep watch over the flock of God which is in
your care, using your authority, not as forced to do so, but gladly; and not
for unclean profit but with a readymind; 3Not as lords over God's heritage,
butmakingyourselves examples to theflock. 4Andat the comingof the chief
Keeper of the sheep, you will be given the eternal crown of glory. 5And in
the sameway, let the younger men be ruled by the older ones. Let all of you
put away pride andmake yourselves ready to be servants: for God is a hater
of pride, but he gives grace to those who make themselves low. 6 For this
cause make yourselves low under the strong hand of God, so that when the
time comes you may be lifted up; 7 Putting all your troubles on him, for he
takes care of you. 8Be serious and keep watch; the Evil One, who is against
you, goes about like a lion with open mouth in search of food; 9Do not give
way to him but be strong in your faith, in the knowledge that your brothers
who are in the world undergo the same troubles. 10 And after you have
undergonepain for a little time, theGodof all gracewhohas givenyouapart
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in his eternal glory through Christ Jesus, will himself give you strength and
support, andmake you complete in every good thing; 11His is the power for
ever. So be it. 12 I have sent you this short letter by Silvanus, a true brother, in
myopinion; comforting youandwitnessing that this is the true grace ofGod;
keep to it. 13 She who is in Babylon, who has a part with you in the purpose
of God, sends you her love; and so does my son Mark. 14Give one another
the kiss of love. Peace be to you all in Christ.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and Apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who with

us have a part in the same holy faith in the righteousness of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ: 2May grace and peace ever be increasing in you, in the
knowledge ofGodandof Jesus ourLord; 3Because byhis powerhehas given
us everything necessary for life and righteousness, through the knowledge
of him who has been our guide by his glory and virtue; 4And through this
he has given us the hope of great rewards highly to be valued; so that by
them we might have our part in God's being, and be made free from the
destruction which is in the world through the desires of the flesh. 5 So, for
this very cause, take every care; joining virtue to faith, and knowledge to
virtue, 6And self-control to knowledge, and a quietmind to self-control, and
fear of God to a quiet mind, 7 And love of the brothers to fear of God, and
to love of the brothers, love itself. 8 For if you have these things in good
measure, they will make you fertile and full of fruit in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For the man who has not these things is blind, seeing
only what is near, having no memory of how he was made clean from his
old sins. 10For this reason, my brothers, take all themore care tomake your
selection andapproval certain; for if youdo these things youwill neverhave
a fall: 11 For so the way will be open to you into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 12For this reason Iwill be ready at all times to
keep your memory of these things awake, though you have the knowledge
of them now and are well based in your present faith. 13And it seems right
to me, as long as I am in this tent of flesh, to keep your minds awake by
working on your memory; 14 For I am conscious that in a short time I will
have to put off this tent of flesh, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to
me. 15 And I will take every care so that you may have a clear memory of
these things aftermy death. 16Forwhenwe gave you news of the power and
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, our teaching was not based on stories
put together by art, but we were eye-witnesses of his glory. 17 For God the
Father gave him honour and glory, when such a voice came to him out of
the great glory, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I am well
pleased. 18 And this voice came from heaven even to our ears, when we
were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And so the words of the prophets
aremademore certain; and it is well for you to give attention to them as to a
light shining inadarkplace, till thedawncomesand themorning star is seen
in your hearts; 20 Being conscious in the first place that no man by himself
may give a special sense to thewords of the prophets. 21For thesewords did
not ever come through the impulse ofmen: but the prophets had them from
God, beingmoved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But there were false prophets among the people, as there will be false

teachersamongyou,whowill secretlyput forwardwrong teachings foryour
destruction, even turning away from the Lord who gave himself for them;
whose destruction will come quickly, and they themselves will be the cause
of it. 2 And a great number will go with them in their evil ways, through
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whomthe truewaywill have abadname. 3And in their desire for profit they
will come to you with words of deceit, like traders doing business in souls:
whose punishment has been ready for a long time and their destruction is
watching for them. 4For if God did not have pity for the angels who did evil,
but sent them down into hell, to be kept in chains of eternal night till they
were judged; 5 And did not have mercy on the world which then was, but
only kept safe Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when
he let loose thewatersover theworldof theevil-doers; 6Andsentdestruction
on Sodom and Gomorrah, burning them upwith fire as an example to those
whose way of life might in the future be unpleasing to him; 7And kept safe
Lot, the upright man, who was deeply troubled by the unclean life of the
evil-doers 8 (Because the soul of that upright man living among them was
pained from day to day by seeing and hearing their crimes): 9 The Lord is
able to keep the upright safe in the time of testing, and to keep evil-doers
under punishment till the day of judging; 10But specially those who go after
the unclean desires of the flesh, and make sport of authority. Ready to
take chances, uncontrolled, they have no fear of saying evil of those in high
places: 11Though the angels, who are greater in strength and power, do not
makeuseof violent languageagainst thembefore theLord. 12But thesemen,
like beastswithout reason,whosenatural use is to be taken andput to death,
crying out against things of which they have no knowledge, will undergo
that same destruction which they are designing for others; 13 For the evil
which overtakes them is the reward of their evil-doing: suchmen take their
pleasure in the delights of the flesh even in the daytime; they are like the
marks of a disease, like poisonedwounds among you, feasting togetherwith
you in joy; 14 Having eyes full of evil desire, never having enough of sin;
turning feeble souls out of the trueway; they are children of cursing, whose
hearts are well used to bitter envy; 15Turning out of the true way, they have
gone wandering in error, after the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who was
pleased to take payment forwrongdoing; 16But hiswrongdoingwas pointed
out to him: an ass, talking with a man's voice, put a stop to the error of the
prophet. 17 These are fountains without water, and mists before a driving
storm; forwhom the eternal night is kept in store. 18Forwith high-sounding
falsewords,making use of the attraction of unclean desires of the flesh, they
get into their power those newly made free from those who are living in
error; 19Saying that theywill be free,while they themselves are the servants
of destruction; because whatever gets the better of a man makes a servant
of him. 20For if, after they have got free from theunclean things of theworld
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
taken in the net and overcome, their last condition is worse than their first.
21 For it would have been better for them to have had no knowledge of the
way of righteousness, than to go back again from the holy law which was
given to them, after having knowledge of it. 22 They are an example of that
true saying, The dog has gone back to the food it had put out, and the pig
which had been washed to its rolling in the dirty earth.

3
1My loved ones, this is now my second letter to you, and in this as in the

first, I am attempting to keep your trueminds awake; 2So that youmay keep
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in mind the words of the holy prophets in the past, and the law of the Lord
and Saviour which was given to you by his Apostles. 3 Having first of all
the knowledge that in the last days there will be men who, ruled by their
evil desires, will make sport of holy things, 4 Saying, Where is the hope of
his coming? From the death of the fathers till now everything has gone on
as it was from the making of the world. 5 But in taking this view they put
out of their minds the memory that in the old days there was a heaven, and
an earth lifted out of the water and circled by water, by the word of God;
6And that theworldwhich thenwas came toanend through theoverflowing
of the waters. 7 But the present heaven and the present earth have been
kept for destruction by fire, which is waiting for them on the day of the
judging and destruction of evil men. 8 But, my loved ones, keep in mind
this one thing, that with the Lord one day is the same as a thousand years,
and a thousand years are no more than one day. 9 The Lord is not slow in
keeping his word, as he seems to some, but he is waiting in mercy for you,
not desiring the destruction of any, but that all may be turned from their
evil ways. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; and in that day
the heavens will be rolled up with a great noise, and the substance of the
earth will be changed by violent heat, and the world and everything in it
will be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things are coming to such an
end, what sort of persons is it right for you to be, in all holy behaviour and
righteousness, 12Looking for and trulydesiring the comingof thedayofGod,
when the heavenswill come to an end through fire, and the substance of the
earth will be changed by the great heat? 13But having faith in his word, we
are looking for a new heaven and a new earth, which will be the resting-
place of righteousness. 14For this reason, my loved ones, as you are looking
for these things, take great care that when he comes you may be in peace
before him, free from sin and every evil thing. 15 And be certain that the
long waiting of the Lord is for salvation; even as our brother Paul has said
in his letters to you, from the wisdom which was given to him; 16And as he
said in all his letters, which had to do with these things; in which are some
hard sayings, so that, like the rest of the holy Writings, they are twisted by
those who are uncertain andwithout knowledge, to the destruction of their
souls. 17 For this reason, my loved ones, having knowledge of these things
before they take place, take care that you are not turned away by the error
of the uncontrolled, so falling from your true faith. 18 But be increased in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May he
have glory now and for ever. So be it.
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John’s First Letter
1Thatwhichwas from the first, which has come to our ears, andwhichwe

have seenwith our eyes, looking on it and touching it with our hands, about
theWord of life 2 (And the life wasmade clear to us, andwe have seen it and
are witnessing to it and giving you word of that eternal life which was with
the Father and was seen by us); 3We give you word of all we have seen and
everything which has come to our ears, so that you may be united with us;
and we are united with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ: 4And we
are writing these things to you so that our joymay bemade complete. 5This
is thewordwhich came to us fromhimandwhichwe give to you, that God is
light and in him there is nothing dark. 6 If we say we are joined to him, and
are walking still in the dark, our words are false and our acts are untrue:
7But if we arewalking in the light, as he is in the light, we are all unitedwith
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son makes us clean from all sin. 8 If
we say that we have no sin, we are false to ourselves and there is nothing
true in us. 9 If we say openly that we have done wrong, he is upright and
true to his word, giving us forgiveness of sins and making us clean from all
evil. 10 If we say that we have no sin, wemake him false and his word is not
in us.

2
1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may be

without sin. And if any man is a sinner, we have a friend and helper with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the upright one: 2He is the offering for our sins; and
not for ours only, but for all the world. 3And by this we may be certain that
we have knowledge of him, if we keep his laws. 4The man who says, I have
knowledge of him, and does not keep his laws, is false, and there is nothing
true in him: 5But in everymanwho keeps his word, the love of God is made
complete. By thiswemaybe certain thatweare inhim: 6Hewhosays that he
is living inhim,will do ashedid. 7My lovedones, I donot give youanew law,
but an old law which you had from the first; this old law is the word which
came to your ears. 8Again, I give you a new law, which is true in him and in
you; for the night is near its end and the true light is even now shining out.
9Hewho says that he is in the light, and has hate in his heart for his brother,
is still in the dark. 10Hewho has love for his brother is in the light, and there
is no cause of error in him. 11 But he who has hate for his brother is in the
dark, walking in the dark with no knowledge of where he is going, unable
to see because of the dark. 12 I am writing to you, my children, because you
have forgiveness of sins through his name. 13 I am writing to you, fathers,
because you have knowledge of him who was from the first. I am writing
to you, young men, because you have overcome the Evil One. I have sent a
letter to you, children, because you have knowledge of the Father. 14 I have
sent a letter to you, fathers, because you have knowledge of him who was
from thefirst. I have sent a letter to you, youngmen, because you are strong,
and theword of God is in you, and because you have overcome the Evil One.
15Have no love for the world or for the things which are in the world. If any
man has love for the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 Because
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everything in the world, the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father but of the world. 17And the world and
its desires is coming to an end: but he who does God's pleasure is living for
ever. 18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you were given word that
the Antichrist would come, so now a number of Antichrists have come to
you; and by this we are certain that it is the last hour. 19They went out from
us but they were not of us; if they had been of us they would still be with
us: but they went out from us so that it might be made clear that they were
not of us. 20 And you have the Spirit from the Holy One and you all have
knowledge. 21 I have not sent you this letter because you have no knowledge
of what is true, but because you have knowledge, and because that which is
false has nothing in common with that which is true. 22Who is false but he
who says that Jesus is not the Christ? He is theAntichristwhohasnobelief in
the Father or the Son. 23He who has no belief in the Son has not the Father:
hewhomakes clearhis belief in theSonhas theFather. 24But as for you, keep
in your hearts the thingswhichweremade clear to you from the first. If you
keep these things in your hearts you will be kept in the Father and the Son.
25And this is the hope which he gave you, even eternal life. 26 I am writing
these things to you about thosewhose purpose is that youmaybe turned out
of the trueway. 27As for you, the Spirit which he gave you is still in you, and
you have no need of any teacher; but as his Spirit gives you teaching about
all things, and is true and not false, so keep your hearts in him, through the
teachingwhich he has given you. 28And now,my children, keep your hearts
in him; so that at his revelation, we may have no fear or shame before him
at his coming. 29 If you have knowledge that he is upright, it is clear to you
that everyone who does righteousness is his offspring.

3
1 See what great love the Father has given us in naming us the children of

God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not see who we are,
because it did not see who he was. 2My loved ones, now we are children of
God, andat present it is not clearwhatweare tobe. Weare certain that at his
revelation we will be like him; for we will see him as he is. 3And everyone
who has this hope in himmakes himself holy, even as he is holy. 4Everyone
who is a sinnergoesagainst the law, for sin is goingagainst the law. 5Andyou
have knowledge that he came to take away sin: and in him there is no sin.
6Anyonewho is in himdoes no sin; anyonewho is a sinner has not seen him
and has no knowledge of him. 7My little children, let no man take you out
of the trueway: hewho does righteousness is upright, even as he is upright;
8The sinner is a child of the Evil One; for the Evil One has been a sinner from
the first. And the Son of God was seen on earth so that he might put an end
to the works of the Evil One. 9 Anyone who is a child of God does no sin,
because he still has God's seed in him; he is not able to be a sinner, because
God is his Father. 10 In this way it is clear who are the children of God and
who are the children of the Evil One; anyonewho does not do righteousness
or who has no love for his brother, is not a child of God. 11 Because this is
the word which was given to you from the first, that we are to have love for
one another; 12Not being of the Evil One like Cain, who put his brother to
death. And why did he put him to death? Because his works were evil and
his brother's works were good. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the
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world has no love for you. 14We are conscious that we have come out of
death into life because of our love for the brothers. He who has no love is
still in death. 15Anyone who has hate for his brother is a taker of life, and
you may be certain that no taker of life has eternal life in him. 16 In this we
see what love is, because he gave his life for us; and it is right for us to give
our lives for the brothers. 17 But if a man has this world's goods, and sees
that his brother is in need, and keeps his heart shut against his brother, how
is it possible for the love of God to be in him? 18My little children, do not let
our love be in word and in tongue, but let it be in act and in good faith. 19 In
thiswaywemaybe certain thatwe are true, andmay give our heart comfort
before him, 20When our heart says that we have done wrong; because God
is greater than our heart, and has knowledge of all things. 21My loved ones,
if our heart does not say that we have done wrong, we have no fear before
him; 22Andhe gives us all our requests, becausewe keep his laws and do the
thingswhicharepleasing inhis eyes. 23And this is his law, thatwehave faith
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love for one another, even as he said
to us. 24He who keeps his laws is in God and God is in him. And the Spirit
which he gave us is our witness that he is in us.

4
1My loved ones, do not put your faith in every spirit, but put them to the

test, to see if they are from God: because a great number of false prophets
have gone out into theworld. 2By this youmay have knowledge of the Spirit
of God: every spirit which says that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
of God: 3 And every spirit which does not say this is not from God: this is
the spirit of Antichrist, of which you have had word; and it is in the world
even now. 4You are of God, my little children, and you have overcome them
because hewho is in you is greater than hewho is in theworld. 5They are of
the world, so their talk is the world's talk, and the world gives ear to them.
6We are of God: he who has the knowledge of God gives ear to us; he who
is not of God does not give ear to us. By this we may see which is the true
spirit, and which is the spirit of error. 7My loved ones, let us have love for
one another: because love is of God, and everyonewho has love is a child of
God and has knowledge of God. 8He who has no love has no knowledge of
God, because God is love. 9And the love of God was made clear to us when
he sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him.
10And this is love, not that we had love for God, but that he had love for us,
and sent his Son to be an offering for our sins. 11My loved ones, if God had
such love for us, it is right for us to have love for one another. 12Noman has
ever seen God: if we have love for one another, God is in us and his love is
made complete in us: 13And his Spirit which he has given us is the witness
that we are in him and he is in us. 14Andwe have seen and givewitness that
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15Everyonewho says
openly that Jesus is the Son of God, has God in him and is in God. 16And we
have seen and had faith in the love which God has for us. God is love, and
everyone who has love is in God, and God is in him. 17 In this way love is
made complete in us, so that we may be without fear on the day of judging,
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love: true
love has no room for fear, because where fear is, there is pain; and he who
is not free from fear is not complete in love. 19We have the power of loving,
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because he first had love for us. 20 If aman says, I have love for God, and has
hate for his brother, his words are false: for how is themanwho has no love
for his brother whom he has seen, able to have love for God whom he has
not seen? 21And this is the word which we have from him, that he who has
love for God is to have the same love for his brother.

5
1 Everyone who has faith that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God: and

everyonewho has love for the Father has love for his child. 2 In this way, we
are certain that we have love for the children of God, whenwe have love for
God and keep his laws. 3For loving God is keeping his laws: and his laws are
not hard. 4Anything which comes from God is able to overcome the world:
and the power by which we have overcome the world is our faith. 5Who is
able to overcome the world but the man who has faith that Jesus is the Son
of God? 6 This is he who came by water and by blood, Jesus Christ; not by
water onlybut bywater andbyblood. 7And the Spirit is thewitness, because
the Spirit is true. 8 There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the
blood: and all three are in agreement. 9 If we take the witness of men to be
true, thewitness of God is greater: because this is thewitnesswhichGodhas
given about his Son. 10Hewho has faith in the Son of God has the witness in
himself: he who has not faith in God makes him false, because he has not
faith in the witness which God has given about his Son. 11And his witness is
this, thatGodhasgivenuseternal life, and this life is inhis Son. 12Hewhohas
the Son has the life; he who has not the Son of God has not the life. 13 I have
put these things in writing for you who have faith in the name of the Son
of God, so that you may be certain that you have eternal life. 14And we are
certain that if wemake any request to himwhich is right in his eyes, he will
give ear to us: 15And ifwe are certain that he gives ear to all our requests, we
are equally certain that wewill get our requests. 16 If aman sees his brother
doing a sinwhich is not bad enough for death, let himmake a prayer to God,
and Godwill give life to himwhose sinwas not bad enough for death. There
is a sin whose punishment is death: I do not say that he may make such a
request then. 17 All evil-doing is sin: but death is not the punishment for
every sort of sin. 18We are certain that one who is a child of God will do no
sin, but the Son of God keeps him so that he is not touched by the Evil One.
19We are certain that we are of God, but all the world is in the power of the
Evil One. 20And we are certain that the Son of God has come, and has given
us a clear vision, so that wemay see himwho is true, andwe are in himwho
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21My little
children, keep yourselves from false gods.
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John’s Second Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the noble sister who is of God's

selection, and to her children, for whom I have true love; and not only I, but
all who have knowledge of what is true; 2 Because of this true knowledge
which is in us, andwill bewith us for ever: 3May grace, mercy, and peace be
with us from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in
all true love. 4 It gave me great joy to see some of your children walking in
the true way, even as we were ordered to do by the Father. 5 And now, my
sister, I make a request to you, not sending you a new law, but the lawwhich
we had from the first, that we have love for one another. 6 And love is the
keeping of his laws. This is the lawwhich was given to you from the first, so
that you might keep it. 7Because a number of false teachers have gone out
into the world, who do not give witness that Jesus Christ came in the flesh.
Such a one is a false teacher and Antichrist. 8Keep watch over yourselves,
so that you do notmake our work of no effect, but may get your full reward.
9 Anyone who goes on and does not keep to the teaching of Christ, has not
God: he who keeps to the teaching has the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone
comes to you not having this teaching, do not take him into your house or
give him words of love: 11 For he who gives him words of love has a part in
his evil works. 12Havingmuch to say to you, it is not my purpose to put it all
down with paper and ink: but I am hoping to come to you, and to have talk
with you face to face, so that your joy may be full. 13 The children of your
noble sister, who is of God's selection, send you their love.
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John’s Third Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the well loved Gaius, for whom I

have true love. 2My loved one, it is my prayer that you may do well in all
things, and be healthy in body, even as your soul does well. 3For it gave me
great joy when some of the brothers came and gave witness that you had
the true faith and were walking in the true way. 4 I have no greater joy than
to have news that my children are walking in the true way. 5My loved one,
you are doing a good work in being kind to those brothers who come from
other places; 6Who have given witness to the church of your love for them:
and you will do well to send them on their way well cared for, as is right for
servants of God: 7 For they went out for love of the Name, taking nothing
from the Gentiles. 8 So it is right for us to take in such men as guests, so that
we may take our part in the work of the true faith. 9 I sent a letter to the
church, but Diotrephes, whose desire is ever to have the first place among
them, will not have us there. 10 So if I come, I will keep in mind the things
he does, talking against uswith evil words: and as if this was not enough, he
does not take the brothers into his house, and those who are ready to take
them in, he keeps from doing so, putting them out of the church if they do.
11My loved one, do not be copying what is evil, but what is good. He who
does good is of God: hewho does evil has not seen God. 12Demetrius has the
approval of all men and of what is true: and we give the same witness, and
you are certain that our witness is true. 13 I had much to say to you, but it
is not my purpose to put it all down with ink and pen: 14But I am hoping to
see you in a short time, and to have talk with you face to face. May you have
peace. Your friends here send you their love. Givemy love to our friends by
name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James, to those of God's

selection who have been made holy by God the Father and are kept safe for
Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be increased in you. 3 My
loved ones, whilemy thoughtswere full of a letterwhich Iwas going to send
you about our common salvation, it was necessary for me to send you one
requestingyouwithallmyheart togoonfighting strongly for the faithwhich
has been given to the saints once and for ever. 4For certain men have come
among you secretly,marked out before in the holyWritings for this evil fate,
men without the fear of God, turning his grace into an unclean thing, and
false to our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now it is my purpose to
put you inmind, though you once had knowledge of all these things, of how
the Lord, having taken a people safely out of Egypt, later sent destruction on
those who had no faith; 6And the angels who did not keep to their kingdom
but went out from the place which was theirs, he has put in eternal chains
and in dark night till the great day of the judging. 7 Even as Sodom and
Gomorrah, and the towns near them, having like these, given themselves
up to unclean desires and gone after strange flesh, have been made an
example, undergoing thepunishment of eternal fire. 8 In the sameway these
dreamersmake the flesh unclean, having no respect for authorities, and say
evil of rulers. 9 Now when Michael, one of the chief angels, was fighting
against the Evil One for the body of Moses, fearing to make use of violent
words against him, he only said, May the Lord be your judge. 10 But these
men say evil about such things as they have no knowledge of; and the things
of which they have natural knowledge, like beasts without reason, are the
cause of their destruction. 11A curse on them! They have gone in the way of
Cain, running uncontrolled into the error of Balaam for reward, and have
come to destruction by saying evil against the Lord, like Korah. 12 These
men are unseen rocks at your love-feasts, when they take part in themwith
you, keepers of sheep who without fear take the food of the sheep; clouds
without water rushing before the wind, wasted trees without fruit, twice
dead, pulledupby the roots, 13Violentwaves of the sea, streamingwith their
shame, wandering stars for whom the darkest night is kept in store for ever.
14 The prophet Enoch, who was the seventh after Adam, said of these men,
The Lord came with tens of thousands of his saints, 15To be the judge of all,
and to give a decision against all those whose lives are unpleasing to him,
because of the evil acts which they have done, and because of all the hard
thingswhich sinnerswithout fear of God have said against him. 16These are
themenwhomake trouble, ever desiring change, going after evil pleasures,
usinghigh-soundingwords, respectingmen's position in thehopeof reward.
17Butyou,my lovedones, keep inmemory thewordswhichwere saidbefore
by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18How they said to you, In the last
days there will be men who, guided by their evil desires, will make sport
of holy things. 19 These are the men who make divisions, natural men, not
having the Spirit. 20But you, my loved ones, building yourselves up on your
most holy faith, and making prayers in the Holy Spirit, 21 Keep yourselves
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in the love of God, looking for life eternal through the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 22And have pity on thosewho are in doubt; 23And to some give
salvation, pulling them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear,
hating even the clothing which is made unclean by the flesh. 24Now to him
who is able to keep you from falling, and to give you a place in his glory,
free from all evil, with great joy, 25 To the only God our Saviour, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, let us give glory and honour and authority and power,
before all time and now and for ever. So be it.
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The Revelation to John
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him so that his servants

might have knowledge of the things which will quickly take place: and he
sent and made it clear by his angel to his servant John; 2Who gave witness
of the word of God, and of the witness of Jesus Christ, even of all the things
which he saw. 3Ablessing be on the reader, and on thosewho give ear to the
prophet's words, and keep the things which he has put in the book: for the
time is near. 4 John to the seven churcheswhich are inAsia: Grace to youand
peace, from him who is and was and is to come; and from the seven Spirits
which are before his high seat; 5And from Jesus Christ, the true witness, the
first to come back from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
him who had love for us and has made us clean from our sins by his blood;
6And hasmade us to be a kingdom and priests to his God and Father; to him
let glory and power be given for ever and ever. So be it. 7See, he comeswith
the clouds, and every eyewill see him, and those bywhomhewaswounded;
and all the tribes of the earth will be sorrowing because of him. Yes, so be
it. 8 I am the First and the Last, says the Lord God who is and was and is to
come, the Ruler of all. 9 I, John, your brother, whohave a partwith you in the
trouble and the kingdom and the quiet strength of Jesus, was in the island
which isnamedPatmos, for thewordofGodand thewitness of Jesus. 10 Iwas
in theSpirit on theLord'sday, andagreat voiceatmyback, asof ahorn, came
to my ears, 11 Saying, What you see, put in a book, and send it to the seven
churches; to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea. 12And turning to see the voice
which said these words to me, I saw seven gold vessels with lights burning
in them; 13And in the middle of them one like a son of man, clothed with a
robe down to his feet, and with a band of gold round his breasts. 14And his
head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were
as a flame of fire; 15And his feet like polished brass, as if it had been burned
in a fire; and his voice was as the sound of great waters. 16And he had in his
right hand seven stars: and out of hismouth camea sharp two-edged sword:
and his face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17Andwhen I saw him,
I went down on my face at his feet as one dead. And he put his right hand
on me, saying, Have no fear; I am the first and the last and the Living one;
18And I was dead, and see, I am living for ever, and I have the keys of death
and of Hell. 19Put in writing, then, the things which you have seen, and the
thingswhichare, and the thingswhichwill be after these; 20The secret of the
seven stars which you saw in my right hand, and of the seven gold vessels
with burning lights. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches:
and the seven lights are the seven churches.

2
1To the angel of the church in Ephesus say: These things says he who has

the seven stars in his right hand, who is walking in the middle of the seven
gold lights: 2 I have knowledge of your doings, and of your hard work and
longwaiting, and that youwill not put upwith evil men, and have put to the
test those who say they are Apostles and are not, and have seen that they
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are false; 3And you have the power of waiting, and have undergone trouble
because of my name, without weariness. 4 But I have this against you, that
you are turned away from your first love. 5So keep inmindwhere youwere
at first, and be changed in heart and do the first works; or I will come to you,
and will take away your light from its place, if your hearts are not changed.
6But at least you have the credit of hating the works of the Nicolaitans, as I
do. 7Hewhohas ears, let himgive ear towhat the Spirit says to the churches.
Tohimwhoovercomes Iwill give of the fruit of the tree of life,which is in the
Paradise ofGod. 8And to the angel of the church in Smyrna say: These things
says the first and the last, who was dead and is living: 9 I have knowledge of
your troubles and howpoor you are (but you have truewealth), and the evil
words of those who say they are Jews, and are not, but are a Synagogue of
Satan. 10Have no fear of the things which youwill have to undergo: see, the
Evil Onewill send some of you into prison, so that youmay be put to the test;
and youwill have great trouble for ten days. Be true till death, and Iwill give
you the crown of life. 11He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who overcomes will not come under the power of
the second death. 12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos say: These
things says he who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 I have knowledge
that your living-place is where Satan has his seat: and you are true to my
name, and were not turned away from your faith in me, even in the days of
Antipas,my truewitness, whowas put to death among you,where Satanhas
his place. 14But I have some things against you, because you have with you
thosewhokeep the teaching ofBalaam, bywhose suggestionBalakmade the
children of Israel go out of the right way, taking food which was offered to
false gods, andgoing after thedesires of theflesh. 15Andyouhave thosewho
keep the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 See, then, that you have a change of
heart; or I will come to you quickly, and will make war against them with
the sword of my mouth. 17 He who has ears, let him give ear to what the
Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give of the secret
manna, and I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name, of
which no one has knowledge but he to whom it is given. 18And to the angel
of the church in Thyatira say: These things says the Son of God, whose eyes
are like a flame of fire, and his feet like polished brass: 19 I have knowledge
of yourworks, and your love and faith and help and strength in trouble, and
that your last works are more than the first. 20 But I have this against you,
that you let the woman Jezebel say she is a prophet and give false teaching,
makingmy servants go after the desires of the flesh and take food offered to
false gods. 21And I gave her time for a change of heart, but she has nomind
to give up her unclean ways. 22 See, I will put her into a bed, and those who
make themselves uncleanwith her, into great trouble, if they go onwith her
works. 23And I will put her children to death; and all the churches will see
that I am he who makes search into the secret thoughts and hearts of men:
and I will give to every one of you the reward of your works. 24 But to you
I say, to the rest in Thyatira, even to those who have not this teaching, and
have no knowledge of the secrets of Satan, as they say; I put on you no other
weight. 25Butwhat youhave, keep safe till I come. 26Hewhoovercomes, and
keepsmyworks to the end, to him Iwill give rule over the nations, 27And he
will be ruling them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of the potter they will
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be broken, even as I have power frommy Father: 28And I will give him the
morning star. 29He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to
the churches.

3
1 And to the angel of the church in Sardis say: These things says he who

has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: I have knowledge of your
works, that you seem to be living but are dead. 2Be on the watch, andmake
strong the rest of the things which are near to death; because as judged by
me your works have not come up to God's measure. 3 Keep in mind, then,
the teaching which was given to you, and be ruled by it and have a change
of heart. If then you do not keep watch, I will come like a thief, and you will
have no knowledge of the hour when I will come on you. 4 But you have
somenames in Sardiswhohave kept clean their robes; and as a reward they
will go in white with me. 5He who overcomes will be dressed in white, and
I will not take his name from the book of life, and I will give witness to his
name before my Father, and before his angels. 6He who has ears, let him
give ear to what the Spirit says to the churches. 7 And to the angel of the
church in Philadelphia say: These things says hewho is holy, hewho is true,
he who has the key of David, opening the door so that it may be shut by no
one, and shutting it so that it may be open to no one. 8 I have knowledge of
your works (see, I have put before you an open door which may be shut by
noone), and that youhavea little strength, andhavekeptmyword, andhave
been true tomyname. 9See, Iwillmake those of the Synagogue of Satanwho
say they are Jews, and are not, but say what is false; I will make them come
and give worship before your feet, and see my love for you. 10Because you
have keptmyword in quiet strength, I will keep you from the hour of testing
which is coming on all the world, to put to the test those who are on earth.
11 I come quickly: keep that which you have, so that no one may take your
crown. 12Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the house of my God,
and he will go out no more: and I will put on him the name of my God, and
the name of the town ofmy God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out
of heaven frommy God, andmy new name. 13Hewho has ears, let him give
ear to what the Spirit says to the churches. 14And to the angel of the church
in Laodicea say: These things says the true and certain witness, the head of
God's new order: 15 I have knowledge of your works, that you are not cold
or warm: it would be better if you were cold or warm. 16 So because you
are not one thing or the other, I will have nomore to do with you. 17For you
say, I have wealth, and have got together goods and land, and have need of
nothing; and you are not conscious of your sad and unhappy condition, that
you are poor and blind and without clothing. 18 If you are wise you will get
from me gold tested by fire, so that you may have true wealth; and white
robes to put on, so that your shame may not be seen; and oil for your eyes,
so that you may see. 19 To all those who are dear to me, I give sharp words
and punishment: then with all your heart have sorrow for your evil ways.
20 See, I amwaiting at the door and giving the sign; if my voice comes to any
man's ears and he makes the door open, I will come in to him, and will take
food with him and he with me. 21To him who overcomes I will give a place
withme onmy high seat, even as I overcame, and am seatedwithmy Father
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on his high seat. 22He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says
to the churches.

4
1After these things I saw a door open in heaven, and the first voice came

to my ears, like the sound of a horn, saying, Come up here, and I will make
clear to you the thingswhich are to come. 2Straight away I was in the Spirit:
and I sawahigh seat in heaven, andonewas seated on it; 3And tomyeyes he
was like a jasper and a sardius stone: and there was an arch of light round
the high seat, like an emerald. 4 And round about the high seat were four
and twenty seats: and on them I saw four and twenty rulers seated, clothed
in white robes; and on their heads crowns of gold. 5And out of the high seat
cameflames and voices and thunders. And seven lights of firewere burning
before thehigh seat,whichare the sevenSpirits ofGod; 6Andbefore thehigh
seat therewas, as it seemed, a clear sea of glass; and in themiddle of the high
seat, and round about it, four beasts full of eyes round about. 7And the first
beastwas like a lion, and the second like an ox, and the third had a face like a
man, and the fourthwas like an eagle in flight. 8And the four beasts, having
every one of them six wings, are full of eyes round about and inside: and
without resting day and night, they say, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, Ruler of
all, who was and is and is to come. 9 And when the beasts give glory and
honour to him who is seated on the high seat, to him who is living for ever
and ever, 10 The four and twenty rulers go down on their faces before him
who is seated on thehigh seat, and giveworship to himwho is living for ever
and ever, and take off their crowns before the high seat, saying, 11 It is right,
our Lord andourGod, for you tohave glory andhonour andpower: because
by you were all things made, and by your desire they came into being.

5
1 And I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the high seat, a

book with writing inside it and on the back, shut with seven stamps of wax.
2 And I saw a strong angel saying in a loud voice, Who is able to make the
book open, and to undo its stamps? 3And no one in heaven, or on the earth,
or under the earth, was able to get the book open, or to see what was in it.
4 And I was very sad, because there was no one able to get the book open
or to see what was in it. 5 And one of the rulers said to me, Do not be sad:
see, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome, and has
power to undo the book and its seven stamps. 6And I saw in the middle of
the high seat and of the four beasts, and in the middle of the rulers, a Lamb
in his place, which seemed as if it had been put to death, having seven horns
and seven eyes,which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.
7Andhe came and took it out of the right hand of himwhowas seated on the
high seat. 8And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and the four
and twenty rulers went down on their faces before the Lamb, having every
one an instrument ofmusic, and gold vessels full of perfumes, which are the
prayers of the saints. 9And their voices are sounding in a new song, saying,
It is right for you to take the book and to make it open: for you were put to
deathandhavemadeanoffering toGodof yourblood formenof every tribe,
and language, and people, and nation, 10 And have made them a kingdom
and priests to our God, and they are ruling on the earth. 11And I saw, and
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there came to my ears the sound of a great number of angels round about
the high seat and the beasts and the rulers; and the number of themwas ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12 Saying with a
great voice, It is right to give to the Lamb who was put to death, power and
wealth andwisdomand strength and honour and glory and blessing. 13And
to my ears came the voice of everything in heaven and on earth and under
the earth and in the sea, and of all things which are in them, saying, To him
who is seated on the high seat, and to the Lamb, may blessing and honour
and glory and power be given for ever and ever. 14And the four beasts said,
So be it. And the rulers went down on their faces and gave worship.

6
1And I sawwhen theLambundidoneof the stamps, and thevoiceof oneof

the four beasts came tomy ears, saying aswith a voice of thunder, Come and
see. 2And I saw a white horse, and he who was seated on it had a bow; and
there was given to him a crown: and he went out with power to overcome.
3 And when the second stamp was undone, the voice of the second beast
came tomy ears, saying, Come and see. 4And another horse came out, a red
horse; and it was given to him who was seated on it to take peace from the
earth, so that peoplemight put one another to death: and therewas given to
him a great sword. 5Andwhen the third stampwas undone, the voice of the
third beast came to my ears, saying, Come and see. And I saw a black horse;
and he who was seated on it had scales in his hand. 6And a voice came to
my ears, from the middle of the four beasts, saying, A measure of grain for
a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny: and see that you do no
damage to the oil and the wine. 7And when the fourth stamp was undone,
the voice of the fourth beast came to my ears, saying, Come and see. 8And
I saw a grey horse, and the name of him who was seated on it was Death;
and Hell came after him. And there was given to them authority over the
fourth part of the earth, to put to destruction by the sword, and by taking
away their food, and by death, and by the beasts of the earth. 9 And when
the fifth stamp was undone, I saw under the altar the souls of those who
had been put to death for the word of God, and for the witness which they
kept. 10And they gave a great cry, saying, How long will it be, O Ruler, holy
and true, before you take your place as judge and give punishment for our
blood to thoseon theearth? 11And therewasgiven toeveryoneawhite robe,
and theywere ordered to take their rest for a little time, till the numberwas
complete of the other servants, their brothers, who would be put to death,
even as they had been. 12And I sawwhen the sixth stamp was undone, and
there was a great earth-shock; and the sun became black as haircloth, and
all the moon became as blood; 13And the stars of heaven were falling to the
earth, like green fruit froma tree before the force of a greatwind. 14And the
heavenwas taken away like the roll of a bookwhen it is rolled up; and all the
mountains and islands were moved out of their places. 15And the kings of
the earth, and the rulers, and the chief captains, and themen of wealth, and
the strong, and every servant and free man, took cover in the holes and the
rocks of the mountains; 16And they say to the mountains and to the rocks,
Comedownonus, coveringus from the face of himwho is seated on thehigh
seat, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For the great day of their wrath is
come, and whomay keep his place?
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7
1After this I saw four angels in their places at the four points of the earth,

keepingback the fourwinds in theirhands, so that theremightbenomoving
of the wind on the earth, or on the sea, or on any tree. 2And I saw another
angel comingup fromtheeast, having themarkof the livingGod: andhesaid
with a great voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to do damage to
the earth and the sea, 3Dono damage to the earth, or the sea, or the trees, till
we have put amark on the servants of our God. 4And there came tomy ears
the number of thosewhohad themark on their brows, a hundred and forty-
four thousand, who were marked out of every tribe of the people of Israel.
5Of the tribe of Judahweremarked twelve thousand: of the tribe of Reuben
twelve thousand: of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand: 6Of the tribe of Asher
twelve thousand: of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand: of the tribe of
Manasseh twelve thousand: 7 Of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand: of
the tribe of Levi twelve thousand: of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand:
8 Of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand: of the tribe of Joseph twelve
thousand: of the tribe of Benjamin were marked twelve thousand. 9 After
these things I saw a great army of people more than might be numbered,
out of every nation and of all tribes and peoples and languages, taking their
places before thehigh seat andbefore the Lamb, dressed inwhite robes, and
with branches in their hands, 10 Saying with a loud voice, Salvation to our
God who is seated on the high seat, and to the Lamb. 11 And all the angels
were round about the high seat, and about the rulers and the four beasts;
and they went down on their faces before the high seat, and gave worship
to God, saying, 12So be it. Let blessing and glory andwisdom and praise and
honour and power and strength be given to our God for ever and ever. So be
it. 13And one of the rulers made answer, saying to me, These who have on
white robes, who are they, and where did they come from? 14And I said to
him, My lord, you have knowledge. And he said to me, These are they who
came through the great testing, and their robeshavebeenwashedandmade
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 This is why they are before the high seat
of God; and they are his servants day and night in his house: and he who is
seated on the high seatwill be a tent over them. 16Theywill never be in need
of food or drink: and they will never again be troubled by the burning heat
of the sun: 17 For the Lamb who is on the high seat will be their keeper and
their guide to fountains of living water: and God will make glad their eyes
for ever.

8
1 And when the seventh stamp was undone there was quiet in heaven

for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who had their place
before God; and seven horns were given to them. 3And another angel came
and took his place at the altar, having a gold vessel for burning perfume;
and there was given to him much perfume, so that he might put it with the
prayers of all the saints on the gold altar which was before the high seat.
4 And the smoke of the perfume, with the prayers of the saints, went up
before God out of the angel's hand. 5And the angel took the vessel; and he
made it full of the fire of the altar, and sent it down on the earth: and there
came thunders and voices and flames and a shaking of the earth. 6And the
seven angelswhohad the sevenhornsmade ready for sounding them. 7And
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at the sounding of the first, a rain of ice and fire, mixedwith blood, was sent
on theearth: anda thirdpartof theearth, andof the trees, andall greengrass
was burned up. 8And at the sounding of the second angel, it was as if a great
mountain burning with fire was sent into the sea: and a third part of the
sea becameblood, 9Anddestruction came on a third part of the living things
whichwere in the sea, andona thirdpart of the ships. 10Andat the sounding
of the third angel, there went down from heaven a great star, burning like
a flame, and it came on a third part of the rivers, and on the fountains of
water. 11 And the name of the star is Wormwood: and a third part of the
waters becamebitter; andanumber ofmen came to their endbecause of the
waters, for theyweremade bitter. 12Andat the sounding of the fourth angel,
a third part of the sun, and of the moon, and of the stars was made dark, so
that therewasno light fora thirdpartof thedayandof thenight. 13And there
came to my ears the cry of an eagle in flight in the middle of heaven, saying
with a great voice, Trouble, trouble, trouble, to all on the earth, because of
the other voices of the horns of the three angels, whose sounding is still to
come.

9
1And at the sounding of the fifth angel I saw a star falling from heaven to

the earth: and there was given to him the key of the great deep. 2 And he
made the great deep open and a smoke went up from it, like the smoke of a
great oven; and the sun and the air were made dark because of the smoke.
3And from the smoke locusts came out on the earth; and power was given
them, like the power of scorpions. 4And theywere ordered to do no damage
to the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only to such
men as have not the mark of God on their brows. 5And orders were given
them not to put them to death, but to give them great pain for five months:
and their pain was as the pain from the wound of a scorpion. 6And in those
days men will be hoping for death, and it will not come to them; and they
will have a great desire for death, and death will go in flight from them.
7And the forms of the locusts were like horses made ready for war; and on
their heads they had crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of
men. 8 And they had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were as
the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates like iron, and the sound of
their wings was as the sound of carriages, like an army of horses rushing to
the fight. 10 And they have pointed tails like scorpions; and in their tails is
their power to givemenwounds for fivemonths. 11They have over them as
king the angel of the great deep: his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the
Greek language Apollyon. 12The first Trouble is past: see, there are still two
Troubles to come. 13And at the sounding of the sixth angel a voice came to
my ears from the horns of the gold altarwhich is before God, 14Saying to the
sixth angel who had the horn, Make free the four angels who are chained
at the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were made free, who
were ready for the hour and day andmonth and year, that theymight put to
death a third part of men. 16And the number of the armies of the horsemen
was twice ten thousand times ten thousand: the number of them came to
my ears. 17And so I saw the horses in the vision, and those whowere seated
on them, having breastplates of fire and glass and of burning stone: and the
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heads of the horseswere as the heads of lions; and out of theirmouths came
fire and smoke and a smell of burning. 18By these evils a third part of men
was put to death, by the fire, and the smoke, and the burning smell which
came out of their mouths. 19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths
and in their tails: because their tails are like snakes, and have heads, and
with them they give wounds. 20 And the rest of the people, who were not
put to death by these evils, were not turned from the works of their hands,
but went on giving worship to evil spirits, and images of gold and silver
and brass and stone and wood which have no power of seeing or hearing
or walking: 21And they had no regret for putting men to death, or for their
useof secret arts, or for the evil desires of theflesh, or for taking theproperty
of others.

10
1And I sawanother strong angel comingdownout of heaven, clothedwith

a cloud; and an arch of coloured light was round his head, and his face was
like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 2And he had in his hand a little
open book: and he put his right foot on the sea, and his left on the earth;
3 And he gave a loud cry, like the angry voice of a lion: and at his cry the
voices of the seven thunderswere sounding. 4Andwhen the seven thunders
had given out their voices, I was about to put their words down: and a voice
fromheavencame tomyears, saying, Keep secret the thingswhich the seven
thunders said, and do not put them in writing. 5And the angel which I saw
taking his position on the sea and on the earth, put up his right hand to
heaven, 6And tookhis oathbyhimwho is living for ever and ever,whomade
the heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea
and the things in it, that therewould be nomorewaiting: 7But in the days of
the voice of the seventh angel, when the sound of his horn is about to come,
then will the secret of God be complete, of which he gave the good news to
his servants the prophets. 8 And the voice came to me again from heaven,
saying, Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who has
his place on the sea and on the earth. 9And I went to the angel, and said to
him, Give me the little book. And he said to me: Put it in your mouth; and it
will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.
10And I took the little book out of the angel's hand and did as he said; and it
was sweet as honey inmymouth: andwhen I had taken it, my stomachwas
made bitter. 11 And they said to me, You are to give word again of what is
coming in the future to the peoples and nations and languages and kings.

11
1 And there was given to me a measuring rod: and one said, Go up and

take the measure of the house of God, and the altar, and the worshippers
in it. 2But do not take the measure of the space outside the house; because
it has been given to the nations: and the holy town will be under their feet
for forty-twomonths. 3And I will give orders to my twowitnesses, and they
will be prophets for a thousand, two hundred and sixty days, clothed with
haircloth. 4Theseare the twoolive-trees and the two lights,whicharebefore
theLordof theearth. 5And ifanymanwoulddo themdamage, firecomesout
of theirmouth and puts an end to those who areworking against them: and
if anymanhasadesire todo themdamage, in thiswaywill hebeput todeath.
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6These have the power to keep the heaven shut, so that theremay be no rain
in the days when they are prophets: and they have power over the waters
to make them into blood, and to send every sort of disease on the earth as
their pleasure is. 7 And when they have come to the end of their witness,
the beast which comes up out of the great deep will make war on them and
overcome themand put them to death. 8And their dead bodieswill be in the
open street of the great town,which in the spirit is named Sodomand Egypt,
where their Lordwas put to death on the cross. 9And the peoples and tribes
and languages and nations will be looking on their dead bodies three days
and a half, andwill not let their dead bodies be put in the earth. 10And those
whoare on the earthwill have pleasure anddelight over them; and theywill
sendofferings one to another because these twoprophets gave great trouble
to all on the earth. 11And after three days and a half the breath of life from
God went into them, and they got up on their feet; and great fear came on
those who saw them. 12And a great voice from heaven came to their ears,
saying to them, Come up here. And they went up into heaven in the cloud,
and were seen by those desiring their death. 13And in that hour there was
a great earth-shock and a tenth part of the town came to destruction; and in
theearth-shockseven thousandpersonscame to their end: and therestwere
in fear, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second Trouble is past:
see, the third Trouble comes quickly. 15And at the sounding of the seventh
angel there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he will have
rule for ever and ever. 16 And the four and twenty rulers, who are seated
before God on their high seats, went down on their faces and gave worship
to God, saying, 17We give you praise, O Lord God, Ruler of all, who is and
who was; because you have taken up your great power and are ruling your
kingdom. 18And the nations were angry, and your wrath has come, and the
time for the dead to be judged, and the time of reward for your servants, the
prophets, and for the saints, and for those inwhom is the fear of your name,
small and great, and the time of destruction for those who made the earth
unclean. 19And the house of God which is in heaven was open; and the ark
of his agreement was seen in his house, and there were flames and voices
and thunders and an earth-shock and a rain of ice.

12
1And a great sign was seen in heaven: a A woman clothed with the sun,

andwith themoon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
2And shewaswith child; and she gave a cry, in the pains of childbirth. 3And
there was seen another sign in heaven; a great red dragon, having seven
heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven crowns. 4 And his tail was
pulling a third part of the stars of heaven down to the earth, and the dragon
took his place before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when
the birth had taken place he might put an end to her child. 5And she gave
birth to a son, a male child, who was to have rule over all the nations with a
rod of iron: and her childwas taken up to God and to his high seat. 6And the
woman went in flight to the waste land, where she has a place made ready
by God, so that there they may give her food a thousand, two hundred and
sixty days. 7And there waswar in heaven: Michael and his angels going out
to the fight with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels made war, 8And
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theywere overcome, and therewasnomoreplace for them inheaven. 9And
the great dragonwas forced down, the old snake, who is named the Evil One
and Satan, bywhomall the earth is turned from the rightway; hewas forced
down to the earth, and his angelswere forced downwith him. 10And a great
voice in heaven came tomy ears, saying, Now is come the salvation, and the
power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: because
hewho says evil against our brothers before our God day andnight is forced
down. 11 And they overcame him through the blood of the Lamb and the
word of their witness; and loving not their lives they freely gave themselves
up to death. 12Be glad then, O heavens, and you who are in them. But there
is trouble for the earth and the sea: because the Evil One has come down to
you, being very angry, having the knowledge that he has but a short time.
13And when the dragon saw that he was forced down to the earth, he made
cruel attacks on the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14And there
were given to the woman two wings of a great eagle, so that she might go in
flight into the waste land, to her place, where she is given food for a time,
and times, and half a time, from the face of the snake. 15And the snake sent
out of hismouth after thewoman a river ofwater, so that shemight be taken
awayby the stream. 16And the earth gave help to thewoman, andwith open
mouth took up the river which the dragon sent out of his mouth. 17And the
dragon was angry with the woman and went away to make war on the rest
of her seed, who keep the orders of God, and the witness of Jesus:

13
1And he took his place on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast coming

up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten
crowns, and on his heads unholy names. 2 And the beast which I saw was
like a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the
mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power and his seat and great
authority. 3And I sawone of his heads as if it had been given a death-wound;
andhis death-woundwasmadewell: and all the earthwaswondering at the
beast. 4And they gave worship to the dragon, because he gave authority to
the beast; and worshipping the beast, they said, Who is like the beast? and
who is able to go to war with him? 5And there was given to him amouth to
saywordsofprideagainstGod; and therewasgiven tohimauthority togoon
for forty-twomonths. 6And hismouthwas open to say evil against God, and
against his name and his Tent, even against those who are in heaven. 7And
it was given to him to make war on the saints and to overcome them: and
there was given to him authority over every tribe and people and language
and nation. 8And all who are on the earth will give him worship, everyone
whose name has not been from the first in the book of life of the Lambwho
was put to death. 9 If anyman has ears, let him give ear. 10 If any man sends
others into prison, into prison he will go: if any man puts to death with the
sword, with the swordwill he be put to death. Here is the quiet strength and
the faith of the saints. 11And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth;
and he had two horns like a lamb, and his voice was like that of a dragon.
12 And he makes use of all the authority of the first beast before his eyes.
Andhemakes theearthand thosewhoare in it giveworship to thefirstbeast,
whosedeath-woundwasmadewell. 13Andhedoes great signs, evenmaking
fire come down from heaven on the earth before the eyes of men. 14 And
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thosewho are on the earth are turned from the trueway by him through the
signswhichhewasgivenpower todobefore thebeast; givingorders to those
who are on the earth to make an image to the beast, who was wounded by
the sword, and came to life. 15And he had power to give breath to the image
of the beast, so that wordsmight come from the image of the beast, and that
he might have all those who did not give worship to the image of the beast
put to death. 16And he gives to all, small and great, the poor and those who
havewealth, the free and thosewho are not free, amark on their right hand
or on their brows; 17So that nomanmight be able to do trade but hewhohas
the mark, even the name of the beast or the number of his name. 18Here is
wisdom. Hewhohasknowledge lethimget thenumberof thebeast; because
it is the number of a man: and his number is Six hundred and sixty-six.

14
1AndI sawtheLambonthemountainofZion, andwithhimahundredand

forty-four thousand, marked on their browswith his name and the name of
his Father. 2Andavoice fromheavencame tomyears, like the soundof great
waters, and the sound of loud thunder: and the voicewhich came tomewas
like the sound of players, playing on instruments of music. 3And theymade
as it seemed a new song before the high seat, and before the four beasts and
the rulers: and no man might have knowledge of the song but the hundred
and forty-four thousand, even those from the earth whom God has made
his for a price. 4 These are they who have not made themselves unclean
with women; for they are virgins. These are they who go after the Lamb
wherever he goes. Thesewere taken fromamongmen to be thefirst fruits to
God and to the Lamb. 5And in theirmouth therewas no false word, for they
are untouched by evil. 6And I saw another angel in flight between heaven
and earth, having eternal good news to give to those who are on the earth,
and to every nation and tribe and language and people, 7Saying with a loud
voice, Have fear ofGodandgivehimglory; because thehour of his judging is
come; and giveworship to himwhomade heaven and earth and the sea and
the fountains of water. 8And a second angel came after, saying, Destruction
has come to Babylon the great, which gave to all the nations the wine of the
wrath of her evil ways. 9And a third angel came after them, saying with a
loud voice, If anyman gives worship to the beast and his image, and has his
mark on his brow or on his hand, 10To himwill be given of thewine of God's
wrathwhich is ready unmixed in the cup of hiswrath and hewill have cruel
pain, burning with fire before the holy angels and before the Lamb: 11And
the smoke of their pain goes up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day
and night, who give worship to the beast and his image, and have on them
the mark of his name. 12Here is the quiet strength of the saints, who keep
the orders of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13And a voice from heaven came
to my ears, saying, Put in writing, There is a blessing on the dead who from
nowon come to their end in theLord: yes, says the Spirit, that theymayhave
rest from their troubles; for their works go with them. 14And I saw a white
cloud, and on the cloud I saw one seated, like a son of man, having on his
head a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp curved blade. 15And another
angel came out from the house of God, crying with a loud voice to him who
was seated on the cloud, Put in your blade, and let the grain be cut: because
the hour for cutting it is come; for the grain of the earth is over-ready. 16And
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hewhowas seated on the cloud sent in his blade on the earth; and the grain
of the earth was cut. 17And another angel came out from the house of God
which is in heaven, having a sharp curved blade. 18And another angel came
out from the altar, who has power over fire; and he gave a loud cry to him
who had the sharp curved blade, saying, Put in your sharp blade, and let the
grapes of the vine of the earth be cut; for her grapes are fully ready. 19And
the angel sent his blade into the earth, and the vine of the earthwas cut, and
he put it into the great wine-crusher of the wrath of God. 20And the grapes
were crushed under foot outside the town, and blood came out from them,
even to the head-bands of the horses, two hundredmiles.

15
1And I sawanother sign inheaven, great and strange; sevenangels having

the seven last punishments, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 2And
I saw a sea which seemed like glass mixed with fire; and those who had
overcome thebeast andhis image and thenumber of his name,were in their
places by the sea of glass, with God's instruments of music in their hands.
3 And they give the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and full ofwonder are yourworks, O LordGod, Ruler of
all; true and full of righteousness are your ways, eternal King. 4What man
is there who will not have fear before you, O Lord, and give glory to your
name? because you only are holy; for all the nations will come and give
worship before you; for your righteousness has beenmade clear. 5And after
these things I saw, and the house of the Tent of witness in heavenwas open:
6And the seven angels who had the seven punishments came out from the
house of God, clothed with linen, clean and bright and with bands of gold
about their breasts. 7 And one of the four beasts gave to the seven angels
seven gold vessels full of the wrath of God, who is living for ever and ever.
8 And the house of God was full of smoke from the glory of God, and from
his power, and no one was able to go into the house of God, till the seven
punishments of the seven angels were ended.

16
1And a great voice out of the house of God came to my ears, saying to the

sevenangels, Go, and let thatwhich is in the sevenvessels of thewrathofGod
come down on the earth. 2And the first went, and let what was in his vessel
comedownon the earth; and it became an evil poisoningwound on themen
who had the mark of the beast, and who gave worship to his image. 3And
the second let what was in his vessel come out into the sea; and it became
blood as of a dead man; and every living thing in the sea came to an end.
4 And the third let what was in his vessel come out into the rivers and the
fountains of water; and they became blood. 5And the voice of the angel of
thewaters came tomy ears, saying, True and upright is your judging, OHoly
One, who is and was from all time: 6 For they made the blood of saints and
prophets come out like a stream, and blood have you given them for drink;
which is their right reward. 7And a voice came from the altar, saying, Even
so, O Lord God, Ruler of all, true and full of righteousness is your judging.
8And the fourth let what was in his vessel come out on the sun; and power
was given to it that menmight be burned with fire. 9Andmenwere burned
with great heat: and they said evil things against the name of the God who
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has authority over these punishments; and theywere not turned from their
evilways togivehimglory. 10And thefifth letwhatwas inhisvessel comeout
on thehigh seat of thebeast; andhis kingdomwasmadedark; and theywere
biting their tongues for pain. 11And they said evil things against the God of
heaven because of their pain and their wounds; and they were not turned
from their evil works. 12And the sixth letwhatwas in his vessel come out on
the great river Euphrates; and it became dry, so that thewaymight bemade
ready for the kings from the east. 13And I sawcomingout of themouthof the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet, three unclean spirits, like frogs. 14For they are evil spirits, working
signs;who goout even to the kings of all the earth, to get them together to the
war of the great day of God, the Ruler of all. 15 (See, I come as a thief. Happy
is he who is watching and keeps his robes, so that he may not go unclothed,
andhis shamebe seen.) 16And they got them together into the placewhich is
named inHebrewArmageddon. 17And the seventh letwhatwas inhis vessel
come out on the air; and there came out a great voice from the house of God,
from the high seat, saying, It is done. 18 And there were flames and voices
and thunders; and therewas a great earth-shock so that never, from the time
whenmenwere on the earth, had there been so great an earth-shock, so full
of power. 19And the great townwas cut into three parts, and the towns of the
nations came to destruction: and Babylon the great came into mind before
God, to be given the cup of the wine of his wrath. 20And every island went
in flight, and the mountains were seen no longer. 21And great drops of ice,
every one about the weight of a talent, came down out of heaven on men:
and men said evil things against God because of the punishment of the ice-
drops; for it is very great.

17
1 And one of the seven angels who had the seven vessels came and said

to me, Come here, so that you may see the judging of the evil woman who
is seated on the great waters; 2 With whom the kings of the earth made
themselves unclean, and thosewho are on the earthwere full of thewine of
her evil desires. 3And he tookme away in the Spirit into a waste land: and I
saw a woman seated on a bright red beast, full of evil names, having seven
heads and ten horns, 4And thewomanwas clothed in purple and bright red,
with ornaments of gold and stones of great price and jewels; and inherhand
was a gold cup full of evil things and her unclean desires; 5And on her brow
was a name, SECRET, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE EVIL
WOMEN AND OF THE UNCLEAN THINGS OF THE EARTH. 6 And I saw the
woman overcome as with the wine of the blood of the saints, and the blood
of those put to death because of Jesus. And when I saw her, I was overcome
with a great wonder. 7And the angel said to me, Why were you surprised?
I will make clear to you the secret of the woman, and of the beast on which
she is seated,whichhas the sevenheadsand the tenhorns. 8Thebeastwhich
you sawwas, and is not; and is about to comeup out of the great deep, and to
go into destruction. And those who are on the earth, whose names have not
beenput in thebookof life fromthefirst,will be full ofwonderwhen theysee
the beast, that he was, and is not, and still will be. 9Here is the mind which
has wisdom. The seven heads are sevenmountains, on which the woman is
seated: 10And they are seven kings; the five have come to an end, the one is,
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the other has not come; andwhen he comes, he will have to go on for a little
time. 11And the beast which was, and is not, is himself the eighth, and is of
the seven; and he goes into destruction. 12And the ten horns which you saw
are ten kings, which still have been given no kingdom; but they are given
authority as kings, with the beast, for one hour. 13 These have one mind,
and they give their power and authority to the beast. 14Thesewillmakewar
against the Lamb, and the Lambwill overcome them, because he is the Lord
of lords and King of kings; and those who are with him are named, marked
out, and true. 15Andhe said tome, Thewaterswhich you saw,where the evil
woman is seated, arepeoples, andarmies, andnationsand languages. 16And
the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will be turned against the
evil woman, andwillmake herwaste and uncovered, andwill take her flesh
for food, andwill haveherburnedwithfire. 17BecauseGodhasput it in their
hearts to do his purpose, and to be of one mind, giving their kingdom to the
beast, till the words of God have effect and are complete. 18And the woman
whom you saw is the great town, which is ruling over the kings of the earth.

18
1 After these things I saw another angel coming down out of heaven,

having great authority; and the earth was bright with his glory. 2 And he
gave a loud cry, saying, Babylon the great has come down from her high
place, shehas come to destruction andhas becomeaplace of evil spirits, and
of every unclean spirit, and a hole for every unclean and hated bird. 3 For
through the wine of the wrath of her evil desires all the nations have come
to destruction; and the kings of the earthmade themselves uncleanwithher,
and the traders of the earth had their wealth increased by the power of her
evil ways. 4And another voice from heaven came to my ears, saying, Come
out of her, my people, so that you may have no part in her sins and in her
punishments. 5For her sins have goneup even to heaven, andGodhas taken
noteofherevil-doing. 6Give toheras shegave, evenan increasedreward for
her works; in the cup which was mixed by her, let there be mixed as much
again for herself. 7 As she gave glory to herself, and became more evil in
her ways, in the same measure give her pain and weeping: for she says in
her heart, I am seated here a queen, and am no widow, and will in no way
see sorrow. 8 For this reason in one day will her troubles come, death and
sorrow and need of food; and she will be completely burned with fire; for
strong is the Lord God who is her judge. 9 And the kings of the earth, who
made themselves unclean with her, and in her company gave themselves
up to evil, will be weeping and crying over her, when they see the smoke of
her burning, 10Watching from far away, for fear of her punishment, saying,
Sorrow, sorrow forBabylon, the great town, the strong town! for in onehour
youhavebeen judged. 11And the tradersof theearthareweepingandcrying
over her, because no man has any more desire for their goods, 12Gold, and
silver, and stones of great price, and jewels, and delicate linen, and robes of
purple and silk and red; and perfumedwood, and every vessel of ivory, and
every vessel made of fair wood, and of brass, and iron, and stone; 13 And
sweet-smelling plants, and perfumes, and wine, and oil, and well crushed
grain, and cattle and sheep; and horses and carriages and servants; and
souls of men. 14And the fruit of your soul's desire has gone from you, and
all things delicate and shining have come to an end and will never again be
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seen. 15 The traders in these things, by which their wealth was increased,
will be watching far off for fear of her punishment, weeping and crying;
16Saying, Sorrow, sorrow for the great town, shewhowas clothed indelicate
linen, and purple, and red; with ornaments of gold and stones of great price
and jewels! 17 For in one hour such great wealth has come to nothing. And
every shipmaster, and all who are sailing on the sea, and sailors and all
who get their living by the sea, were watching from far away, 18And crying
out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What town is like the
great town? 19 And they put dust on their heads, and were sad, weeping
and crying, and saying, Sorrow, sorrow for the great town, in which was
increased the wealth of all who had their ships on the sea because of her
great stores! for in one hour she is made waste. 20Be glad over her, heaven,
and you saints, and Apostles, and prophets; because she has been judged by
God on your account. 21 And a strong angel took up a stone like the great
stone with which grain is crushed, and sent it into the sea, saying, So, with
a great fall, will Babylon, the great town, come to destruction, and will not
be seen any more at all. 22 And the voice of players and makers of music
will never again be sounding in you: and no worker, expert in art, will ever
again be living in you; and there will be no sound of the crushing of grain
anymore at all in you; 23Andnever againwill the shining of lights be seen in
you; and the voice of the newly-marriedman and the bridewill never again
be sounding in you: for your traderswere the lords of the earth, and by your
evil powers were all the nations turned out of the right way. 24And in her
was seen the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been put
to death on the earth.

19
1After these things there came tomy ears a sound like the voice of a great

band of people in heaven, saying, Praise to the Lord; salvation and glory and
power be to our God: 2For true and upright are his decisions; for by himhas
the evil woman been judged, who made the earth unclean with the sins of
her body; and he has given her punishment for the blood of his servants.
3And again they said, Praise to the Lord. And her smoke went up for ever
and ever. 4And the four and twenty rulers and the four beastswent downon
their faces and gaveworship toGodwhowas seated on the high seat, saying,
Even so, praise to the Lord. 5And a voice came from the high seat, saying,
Give praise to our God, all you his servants, small and great, in whom is the
fear of him. 6And there came to my ears the voice of a great army, like the
sound of waters, and the sound of loud thunders, saying, Praise to the Lord:
for the Lord ourGod, Ruler of all, is King. 7Let us be gladwith delight, and let
us give glory to him: because the time is come for the Lamb to be married,
and his wife has made herself ready. 8And to her it was given to be clothed
in delicate linen, clean and shining: for the clean linen is the righteousness
of the saints. 9 And he said to me, Put in the book, Happy are the guests at
the bride-feast of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of
God. 10And I went on my face before his feet to give him worship. And he
said tome, See you do it not: I am a brother-servant with you andwith your
brotherswho keep thewitness of Jesus: giveworship to God: for thewitness
of Jesus is the spirit of the prophet's word. 11And the heaven was open; and
I saw a white horse, and he who was seated on it was named Certain and



Revelation 19:12 1252 Revelation 20:11

True; and he is judging and making war in righteousness. 12 And his eyes
are aflameoffire, and crowns are onhis head; andhehas aname inwriting,
of which no man has knowledge but himself. 13And he is clothed in a robe
washed with blood: and his name is The Word of God. 14 And the armies
which are in heaven went after him on white horses, clothed in delicate
linen, white and clean. 15And out of his mouth comes a sharp sword, with
which he overcomes the nations: and he has rule over them with a rod of
iron: and he is crushing with his feet the grapes of the strong wrath of God
the Ruler of all. 16And on his robe and on his leg is a name, KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS. 17And I saw an angel taking his place in the sun; and
hewascryingwitha loudvoice, saying toall thebirds inflight in theheavens,
Come together to the great feast of God; 18So that youmay take for your food
the flesh of kings, and of captains, and of strong men, and of horses and of
thosewhoare seatedon them, and thefleshofallmen, freeandunfree, small
andgreat. 19And I saw thebeast, and thekings of the earth, and their armies,
come together to make war against him who was seated on the horse and
against his army. 20And the beast was taken, andwith him the false prophet
who did the signs before him, bywhich theywere turned from the trueway
who had the mark of the beast, and who gave worship to his image: these
two were put living into the sea of ever-burning fire. 21 And the rest were
put to death with the sword of him who was on the horse, even the sword
which came out of his mouth: and all the birds were made full with their
flesh.

20
1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the

great deep and a great chain in his hand. 2And he took the dragon, the old
snake,which is theEvil OneandSatan, andput chains onhim for a thousand
years, 3Andputhim into the great deep, and itwas shut and lockedoverhim,
so that he might put the nations in error no longer, till the thousand years
were ended: after this he will be let loose for a little time. 4And I saw high
seats, and they were seated on them, and the right of judging was given to
them: and I saw the souls of those who were put to death for the witness
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and those who did not give worship to the
beast, or tohis image, andhadnothismarkon their browsoron their hands;
and they were living and ruling with Christ a thousand years. 5 The rest of
the dead did not come to life again till the thousand years were ended. This
is the first coming back from the dead. 6Happy and holy is hewho has a part
in this first coming: over these the second death has no authority, but they
will be priests of God and of Christ, and will be ruling with him a thousand
years. 7Andwhen the thousandyearsareended, Satanwill be let looseoutof
his prison, 8Andwill go out to put in error the nations which are in the four
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to get them together to the war, the
numberofwhomis like the sandsof the sea. 9And theywentupover the face
of theearth, andmadeacircleabout the tentsof the saints, and thewell loved
town: andfire camedownoutofheaven for theirdestruction. 10And theEvil
One who put them in error was sent down into the sea of ever-burning fire,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and their punishment will go on
day and night for ever and ever. 11 And I saw a great white seat, and him
who was seated on it, before whose face the earth and the heaven went in
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flight; and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and
small, taking their places before the high seat; and the books were open,
and another book was open, which is the book of life; and the dead were
judged by the things which were in the books, even by their works. 13And
the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and Hell gave up the
dead which were in them; and they were judged every man by his works.
14And death and Hell were put into the sea of fire. This is the second death,
even the sea of fire. 15And if anyone's name was not in the book of life, he
went down into the sea of fire.

21
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the

first earthwere gone; and therewas nomore sea. 2And I saw the holy town,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, like a bride made
beautiful for her husband. 3 And there came to my ears a great voice out
of the high seat, saying, See, the Tent of God is with men, and he will make
his living-place with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will
bewith them, and be their God. 4Andhewill put an end to all theirweeping;
and there will be no more death, or sorrow, or crying, or pain; for the first
things have come to an end. 5 And he who is seated on the high seat said,
See, I make all things new. And he said, Put it in the book; for these words
are certain and true. 6And he said to me, It is done. I am the First and the
Last, the start and the end. I will freely give of the fountain of the water of
life to him who is in need. 7He who overcomes will have these things for
his heritage; and I will be his God, and he will be my son. 8 But those who
are full of fear and without faith, the unclean and takers of life, those who
do the sins of the flesh, and those who make use of evil powers or who give
worship to images, and all thosewho are false, will have their part in the sea
of ever-burning firewhich is the seconddeath. 9Andone of the seven angels
who had the seven vessels in which were the seven last punishments, came
and said to me, Come here, and see the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10 And he
took me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and let me see the
holy town Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11Having the
glory of God: and her light was like a stone of great price, a jasper stone,
clear as glass: 12 She had a wall great and high, with twelve doors, and at
the doors twelve angels; and names on them, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel. 13And on the east were three doors;
and on the north three doors; and on the south three doors; and on thewest
three doors. 14And the wall of the town had twelve bases, and on them the
twelve names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. 15And hewhowas talking
withmehada goldmeasuring-rod to take themeasure of the town, andof its
doors, and itswall. 16And the town is square, aswideas it is long; andhe took
themeasure of the townwith the rod, one thousand andfive hundredmiles:
it is equally long and wide and high. 17And he took the measure of its wall,
one hundred and forty-four cubits, after themeasure of aman, that is, of an
angel. 18And the building of its wall was of jasper, and the town was clear
gold, clear as glass. 19 The bases of the wall of the town had ornaments of
all sorts of beautiful stones. The first base was jasper; the second, sapphire;
the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth,
sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; theninth, topaz; the tenth,
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chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 21And the twelve
doors were twelve pearls; every door was made of one pearl; and the street
of the town was clear gold, as clear as glass. 22And I saw no Temple there;
because the Lord God, the Ruler of all, and the Lamb are its Temple. 23And
the town has no need of the sun, or of themoon, to give it light: for the glory
of Goddidmake it light, and the light of it is the Lamb. 24And thenationswill
go in its light: and the kings of the earth will take their glory into it. 25And
the doors of it will never be shut by day (for there is no night there): 26And
the glory andhonour of thenationswill come into it: 27Andnothingunclean
may come into it, or anyonewhoseworks are cursed or false; but only those
whose names are in the Lamb's book of life.

22
1 And I saw a river of water of life, clear as glass, coming out of the high

seat of God and of the Lamb, 2 In the middle of its street. And on this side of
the river and on that was the tree of life, having twelve sorts of fruits, giving
its fruit everymonth; and the leaves of the tree give life to the nations. 3And
there will be no more curse: and the high seat of God and of the Lamb will
be there; and his servants will be worshipping him; 4And they will see his
face; and his namewill be on their brows. 5And therewill be nomore night;
and they have no need of a light or of the shining of the sun; for the Lord
God will give them light: and they will be ruling for ever and ever. 6 And
he said to me, These words are certain and true: and the Lord, the God of
the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to make clear to his servants the
thingswhich are now to comeabout. 7See, I comequickly. A blessing onhim
who keeps the words of this book of the prophet. 8And I, John, am he who
saw these things and to whose ears they came. And when I had seen and
given ear, I went down on my face to give worship at the feet of the angel
who made these things clear to me. 9And he said to me, See you do it not;
I am a brother-servant with you and with your brothers the prophets, and
with those who keep the words of this book: give worship to God. 10And he
said to me, Let not the words of this prophet's book be kept secret, because
the time is near. 11 Let the evil man go on in his evil: and let the unclean
be still unclean: and let the upright go on in his righteousness: and let the
holy be holy still. 12 See, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
to every man the outcome of his works. 13 I am the First and the Last, the
start and the end. 14 A blessing on those whose robes are washed, so that
they may have a right to the tree of life, and may go in by the doors into the
town. 15Outside are the dogs, and those whomake use of evil powers, those
who make themselves unclean, and the takers of life, and those who give
worship to images, and everyonewhose delight is inwhat is false. 16 I, Jesus,
have sent my angel to give witness to you of these things in the churches. I
am the root and the offspring of David, the bright and morning star. 17And
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let himwhogives ear, say, Come. And
let him who is in need come; and let everyone desiring it take of the water
of life freely. 18For I say to everyman towhose ears have come thewords of
this prophet's book, If any man makes an addition to them, God will put on
him the punishments which are in this book: 19And if any man takes away
from thewords of this book, Godwill take away fromhimhis part in the tree
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of life and the holy town, even the things which are in this book. 20He who
gives witness to these things says, Truly, I come quickly. Even so come, Lord
Jesus. 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with the saints. So be it.
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